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Simmons students and faculty watched election coverage late into the night on Tuesday.

President will 
not be chosen 
until January

Students come together to debate 
election issues 

By Meredith Blake
Staff Writer

The next president of the United 
States will not be chosen until 
January, according to Leanne Do-
herty, professor of political science 
and international relations at Sim-
mons. 

In a presentation on the Elec-
toral College given to those who 
attended the Student Government 
Association’s (SGA) Oct. 29 meet-
ing, Doherty explained that the 
538 representatives appointed by 
popular vote to be members of the 
Electoral College will vote in their 
state capitols on Dec. 15 for the 
next president and vice president 
of the United States. In January 
one elector from either the Demo-
cratic or Republican slate will head 
to Washington D.C. for the official 
vote.

Two-hundred and seventy 
electoral votes are necessary to 
win the election. A representative 
from each state will go to Wash-
ington D.C. in January to officially 
conclude the voting process. 

“The Electoral College is 
unique to the American political 
system,” Doherty said. “It makes 
us think we’re really voting for the 
president. It’s a pretty elite sys-
tem.”

The number of Electoral Col-
lege members that each state has 
correlates to the number of repre-
sentatives and senators elected to 
the U.S. Congress. For example, 
because Massachusetts currently 
has 10 representatives and two 
senators, it has 12 Electoral Col-
lege members who will be voting 
in the election. 

The system, like many stipu-
lated in the Constitution, is based 
on a compromise during a time 
when there were no primaries, and 
candidates were appointed to a 
ticket by the party. 

Doherty said the Electoral 
College was “a compromise be-
tween the rich guys and the rich 
guys and they basically said, ‘We 
want to keep power; we don’t want 
the general public to have any 
power; only 1/6 of the general pub-
lic is going to be qualified to vote 
anyway, but we don’t trust a direct 
election. So we want to make sure 
that we have this system in place 
whereby we are controlling the 

presidential election.’”
The Electoral College be-

came a way not only to elect the 
next president, but to communicate 
information about different parts of 
the country at one general assem-
bly. Electors brought back not only 
news about the election results, but 
also crop reports. 

“This was before widespread 
political participation was the 
norm and the key players in all of 
this were landowners, so they just 
wanted to make sure that they were 
able to hold on to powers that they 
had,” Doherty said. 

While there is nothing legally 
binding an elector to vote the same 
as the popular vote, Doherty said, 
“It is a modern phenomena that the 
Electoral College and the popular 
vote don’t match up.”

Today, electors are typically 
“party regulars, high-ups in the 
party,” according to Doherty. 

Arguments in favor of the 
Electoral College include that it 
protects the system from voter 
fraud and that it strengthens the 
current two-party system. Argu-
ments against it are that it is not 
democratic and not representative 
of the popular vote because there is 
nothing that forces electors to vote 
in the same way that the people 
within their state do. 

“The Electoral 
College is unique 
to the American 
political system. 
It makes us think 

we’re really voting 
for the president. 
It’s a pretty elite 

system.”
~ Leanne Doherty,

aSSiStant ProfeSSor of PoLiti-
caL Science anD internation-

aL reLationS

debaTe see page 3

By Ashley Haight
Staff Writer

Rather than telling the audience 
who they should vote for and why, 
the bipartisan debate between the 
Simmons Democrats and Repub-
licans concluded with both sides 
collaboratively telling the audience 
to go out and vote on Election Day 
and encouraged everyone to do 
their own research on political is-
sues.  

The groups organized the de-
bate, which took place on Oct. 29, 
amongst themselves along with the 
Simmons Public Relations Student 
Society of America (PRSSA) and 
moderator Kirk Beattie, professor 
of political science and interna-
tional relations.

“It was very encouraging, 
especially to me as a person in the 
political minority on campus, to see 
that this kind of exchange can hap-
pen openly and respectfully,” said 
senior Claudia Willett, one of the 

Republican panelists and treasurer 
of the Simmons Republicans. 

The Republican and Demo-
crat sides debated from the position 
of the candidate running for their 
respective party; the Republicans 
from Sen. John McCain’s position 
and the Democrats from the posi-
tion of Sen. Barack Obama. Both 
sides attempted to represent their 
candidate’s position to the best of 
their abilities.

Senior Stephanie Cameron 
and another Democrat panelist in 
the debate stressed the importance 
of the Simmons Democrats and 
Republicans showing collaboration 
on different issues. Some of these 
issues were sensitive topics.

On both sides, each individ-
ual researched the issue that she 
would be covering according to her 
candidate’s position, though the 
panelists did not know the specific 
questions that would be asked. Pro-
fessors from the political science 
and international relations depart-

ment created the questions for the 
debate.

“Trying to not only debate 
from the position of a candidate, 
who you might not agree with en-
tirely . . . but to answer questions 
from a position that isn’t your own 
is very hard,” said senior Corie 
Whalen, another Republican pan-
elist and president of the Simmons 
Republicans.

Both sides followed the pa-
rameters of the debate, only spoke 
for their allotted time, and did not 
interrupt the other side when it was 
making its argument, though sev-
eral of the questions from the audi-
ence initiated heated answers from 
the panelists.

“Do people want to vote for 
a president of the United States or 
a president of the world?” Willett 
said in response to one question re-
garding how McCain would work 
with the international community 
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SimmonS in Brief

Students celebrate John Simmons’ birthday
Simmons celebrated the 212th birthday of its founder, John Simmons, 
on Oct. 30 outside of the Fens. Organized by the Office of the President, 
Office of Student Life, Office of Student Leadership Activities, and Ar-
chives, the booth presented students with numerous facts on John Sim-
mons’ life, as well as a giant birthday cake with his portrait on it. 

Founder’s Day is a common college tradition that Simmons is trying 
to revive, explained Valerie Foster, an employee of the Office of Student 
Life. Most colleges throw events much larger than the one for John Sim-
mons to celebrate the birthdays of its founders. Simmons once did the 
same, and now is trying to bring back that tradition. Foster said she has 
worked at Simmons for two years and this is the first celebration she has 
seen. 

John Simmons, born Oct. 30, 1796, in Little Compton, R.I., worked 
in the Boston textiles industry his entire life. By 1844, having created the 
revolutionary concept of ready-made men’s suits in standard sizes, Sim-
mons was the owner of the largest wholesale clothing business in New 
England. With the money he earned from his successful clothing busi-
ness, Simmons invested in prime Boston real estate–some of which is 
where the beloved Simmons College stands today.

When Simmons died in 1870, his will read that his estate was to 
provide for his surviving family–two daughters and two granddaughters–
and found an educational institution. It read, “It is my will to found and 
endow an institution to be called Simmons Female College, for the pur-
pose of teaching medicine, music, drawing, designing, telegraphy, and 
other branches of art, science, and industry best calculated to enable the 
scholars to acquire an independent livelihood.”

After the Great Boston Fire of 1872, which destroyed much of Sim-
mons’ property, Simmons College finally opened its doors Oct. 9, 1902, 
to its first class of 146 students.

A Muslim student of the Simmons community was the target of hate 
speech on Oct. 30. She received an anonymous note with a clear desire for 
her harm, and was told she was not welcome in the Simmons community, 
according to Jessica Faulk, interim director of Residence Life. 

“We take every threat seriously, and do everything that we can to 
protect our community from harm. Hate speech, such as the message that 
was received last night, violates a person’s feeling of safety.  How can we 
feel safe in this world, when we can’t even feel safe in our own home?  
When members of our community are undervalued and attacked, we are 
all threatened,” stated Faulk in an e-mail sent on Oct. 31. 

Like Minds met yesterday after the Student Government Associa-
tion meeting to discuss the next steps needed to be taken by the Simmons 
community to ensure an event like this does not happen again, according 
to Necy Lopes, the Like Minds chair. 

Members of the Muslim Student Association encourage the Sim-
mons community to either wear head scarves or wear green on Friday as 
a symbol of respect and solidarity toward the student targeted in the mote 
and the Muslim community.  E-mail msa@simmons.edu to get a head-
scarf or find out more information. Stand up against hate. Your chance 
comes this Friday.

Hate strikes again

By Beatriz Datangel
contributing Writer

Christopher Danforth captivated 
a group of students, colleagues, 
teachers, and others with realistic 
and practical ways of using math 
in his presentation “Chaos and the 
Mathematics of Prediction: Hur-
ricane Katrina, Harry Potter, and 
Happiness.” 

Members of the Simmons 
community packed the Linda K. 
Paresky Conference Center (LKP) 
on Monday, to hear the University 
of Vermont, Burlington professor 
as he spoke about the various ways 
mathematics can be applied in life. 

The hour-long event started 
with an introduction by the mathe-
matics department’s Donna Beers. 
Beers gave a brief summary of 
Danforth’s accomplishments and 
projects. Danforth then launched 
into his presentation of the various 
fields math impacts more than just 
with an equation.

Using a mix of scientific ter-
minology and basic explanation, 
he showed how equations are used 
to predict the estimated devasta-
tion of a hurricane or storm. Citing 
the way the National Weather Ser-
vice and meteorologists predict the 
weather, he explained chaos and 
unpredictability: the difference 
between error and what is known 
over time. Two prime examples of 
this glitch that he presented were 
Hurricane Katrina and when a 

storm hinders planes landing into 
a major hub and making alterna-
tive landings or hovering over the 
airport.

Danforth touched on how 
math affects social systems such as 
the economy and happiness. Since 
the economy is primarily based on 
human nature, this coincided with 
the overall attitude of consumers 
and businesses. 

Happiness, however, halted 
when completely random events 
occurred showed how society as 
a whole often rationalizes them in 
the hopes to make them seem less 
random. The Internet, Sept. 11, and 
Harry Potter were his examples of 
ideas, days, and books that caused 
social phenomena instantaneously.

He led the talk toward his 
projects concerning happiness 
with Facebook. Curbing the audi-
ence’s attention, he explained the 
mathematics behind a Facebook 
application gauging emotions by 
the context of words or phrases in 
status updates. 

Connecting the Internet to 
people’s personal lives, Danforth 
then introduced his research with 
the value of words in conjunction 
with personal experiences and 
self-perception. With the help of 
the Web site wefeelfine.org, song 
lyrics, song titles, and State of the 
Union addresses, he uses a method 
of evaluating the value of words 
and measures happiness through 
that. 

For example, on a scale of 
one to 10, with sadness valued at 
one, to love is scaled at 8.72 and to 
be loved is scaled at 8.64.

Danforth closed the presen-
tation mentioning how a means 
of communication has started to 
impact everyday lives. Parallel to 
communication, Danforth reiter-
ated how math is more than plain 
calculations and useless algebraic 
formulas: it is a study of patterns 
and deviations from those pat-
terns.

Beers said she felt that his 
presence was well received by 
students and other members. “Not 
only was he an engaging, knowl-
edgeable speaker, but his examples 
from music, Facebook, and Harry 
Potter were very current and very 
relevant to college students,” Beers 
said.

Beers heard his presentation 
at a math conference last May and 
was intrigued by the topics cov-
ered. Beers asked him to present 
at Simmons. Catering to students 
who may not think of math as more 
than just another class, Beers chose 
Danforth because he has continued 
to study math after he got out of 
school. 

“Since he just got his Ph.D. 
a couple of years ago, Chris Dan-
forth is close enough to his under-
graduate years to remember when 
he first he got turned on to math,” 
Beers said. 

“He told me it happened 
when he took an applied mathe-
matics course and saw, for the first 
time, that math could help us an-
swer questions we’re all interested 
in, from when or where a hurricane 
will strike, to what will be the next 
entertainment hit.”

After surveying her Calculus 
I class, Beers said the response had 
been “overwhelmingly positive.” 

“Students said he really suc-
ceeded in showing them how math 
connects to real life,” Beers said. 
“They liked his humor and all of 
the visuals he used to illustrate 
his talk. He really kept their atten-
tion.”

One of her students, sopho-
more Armie Pagala, said she ap-
prehensively went to the talk, but 
said she left happier and more 
knowledgeable of the world. 

“I always wondered about 
how weather was measured or the 
accuracy of the political polls used 
by the media during this election,” 
Pagala said. 

“I didn’t expect to enjoy this 
simply because you don’t really 
see the uses of math outside of the 
sciences. My favorite part was the 
application of math in terms of Fa-
cebook and happiness. I wouldn’t 
have known that math played a 
part in measuring happiness since 
one would think it’s an abstract and 
ambiguous value to measure.”

Math relates to Harry Potter, hurricanes, and Facebook
Compiled by Meredith Blake. 

samanTha Furbush

Seniors enjoyed themselves at the annual Witches Brew.

samanTha Furbush
Students celebrated John Simmons’ 212th birthday with a cake.
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By Diaa Hadid
(C) AP 2008

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP)–Is-
rael launched an airstrike on Gaza 
early Wednesday after its troops 
clashed with Hamas militants who 
fired mortars into Israel, leaving 
six Palestinians dead. It was the 
first battle since a June truce most-
ly quieted violence in the volatile 
territory.

The Israeli army said the 
clashes erupted late Tuesday after 
its forces uncovered a tunnel in 
central Gaza that militants planned 
to use to abduct Israeli soldiers. It 
said a special army unit headed to 
the area to destroy the tunnel. One 
Palestinian was killed in the fierce 
gunbattles that ensued.

Hamas then fired mortars 
across the Gaza border into south-
ern Israel and Israel answered with 
the airstrike in the early hours of 
Wednesday, killing five suspected 
Palestinian militants, Israeli and 
Palestinian officials said. The army 
said the airstrike aimed at the mor-
tar launchers and hit them.

The clashes threatened to un-
ravel the cease-fire between Israel 
and Palestinian militant groups 
reached in June after months of 
indirect negotiations. The deal 
halted a deadly cycle of Palestinian 
rocket attacks and Israeli reprisals, 
though sporadic rocket attacks on 
southern Israel have persisted.

There has been only one oth-
er fatality since the truce, in July 
when Israeli troops shot and killed 
a teenage Palestinian militant along 
the border with Gaza.

The Islamic militant Hamas, 
which controls Gaza, quickly 
vowed revenge.

“Our response will be harsh, 
and the enemy will pay a heavy 
price,” Hamas said in a statement 
on its military wing’s Web site.

Taher Nunu, a Hamas gov-
ernment spokesman, said the group 
considered the Israeli airstrike a 
violation of the truce.

“This is a serious breach of 
the truce understandings reached 
through Egyptian mediation,” he 
said in an e-mail message to re-
porters. “We consider this the most 
serious in a string of breaches.”

Israeli army 
attacks the 
Gaza Strip

debaTe 
continued from page 1

The Israeli army claimed the 
move against the tunnel did not 
violate the truce, but instead was 
a legitimate step to remove an im-
mediate threat.

A top military official said 
troops had discovered a “ticking 
tunnel,” which was about to be 
used to abduct an Israeli soldier. 
The official, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because of the 
sensitive nature of the matter, said 
the tunnel was dug from inside a 
Gaza home and showed that Hamas 
was using civilians for cover.

The official said Israel did 
not intend to break the truce, not-
ing that some 60 mortars have been 
fired since the cease-fire and Israel 
has chosen not to respond.

Hamas also insisted it had not 
violated the truce and was acting to 
prevent an Israeli incursion.

Moaiya Hassanain, a Pal-
estinian Health Ministry official, 
said the initial gunbattles killed 
one Palestinian and wounded 
three, including one woman. Resi-
dents identified the man killed as 
a Hamas militant. Hassanain said 
rescue officials were having a hard 
time reaching the site of the fight-
ing and getting precise information 
on casualties.

Israel has maintained a 
blockade of Gaza, where 1.4 mil-
lion Palestinians live, since Hamas 
overran the territory in June 2007, 
seizing it by force from the rival 
Fatah faction.

By Frank Bajak
(C) AP 2008

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP)–The 
commander of Colombia’s army 
resigned abruptly Tuesday in a 
widening scandal over the killing 
of scores of civilians, allegedly 
spurred by promotion-seeking of-
ficers to inflate rebel body counts.

Gen. Mario Montoya, who 
won wide acclaim for the bloodless 
hostage rescue of Ingrid Betan-
court and three U.S. military con-
tractors on July 2, did not mention 
the scandal as a factor in his retire-
ment after 39 years of service.

He did, however, ask that his 
countrymen not prejudge soldiers 
who have been implicated in the 
scandal, to afford them “the right 
to defend themselves.”

President Alvaro Uribe called 
Montoya “one of the best generals 
the republic has had” and swiftly 
named a replacement: Gen. Oscar 
Gonzalez, who currently heads 
the armed forces’ joint Caribbean 
command.

Montoya’s resignation fol-
lows stinging criticism of an army 
policy he allegedly encouraged of 
promoting officers whose units kill 
the most leftist rebels.
Human rights groups say that 
policy encouraged soldiers in re-
cent years to kill scores–perhaps 
hundreds–of civilians who were 
presented as guerrillas slain in 
combat. Prosecutors say they are 
investigating more than 90 army 
officers in such cases.

The government now says it 
rejects that policy and Uribe last 
week fired 20 army officers, includ-
ing three generals, for negligence 
in failing to prevent or investigate 
such killings, which he blamed on 
“criminals conspiring with mem-
bers of the military.”

On Saturday, the United Na-
tions’ top human rights official 
told reporters after a weeklong 
fact-finding mission that she con-
sidered the extrajudicial killings 
“widespread and systematic.”

In the most publicized case, 
the bodies of 11 men who disap-
peared from the poor Bogota sub-
urb of Soacha early this year were 
later found in common graves in 

Corrections:

Page 9:
In the article “She is Simmons: Chakoian uses experience to help 
transfer students,” it should have said that Chakoian was born in 
Wilmington, Mass. She is also a psychology major and will have a 
social justice minor. Chakoian has been dancing since she was 3 years 
old, but has no formal ballet education and is a teaching woman for 
“Girls  LEAP,” not the program coordinator. LEAP stands for Life-
time Empowerment and Awareness Program. 

a conflict zone hundreds of miles 
away.

“If he resigned, it’s because 
he sinned,” said Luz Palacio, the 
mother of one of the slain Soacha 
men.

Since Montoya took com-
mand of the army in April 2006, 
the nation’s military has scored 
historic gains against the Western 
Hemisphere’s last major remaining 
rebel army, the leftist Revolution-
ary Armed Forces of Colombia, or 
FARC.

Montoya, 59, also was a chief 
architect of the July 2 hostage res-
cue, in which military intelligence 
agents helicoptered 15 hostages to 
safety by tricking rebels into be-
lieving they were an international 
humanitarian group transfer-
ring the hostages to another rebel 
camp.

His critics acknowledge that 
kidnappings and street crime in 
major cities are down but say Mon-
toya’s policies have made Colom-
bia’s countryside more dangerous.

A former far-right warlord 
has accused Montoya of providing 
illegal militias with weapons and a 

“This is a serious 
breach of the truce 

understandings 
reached through 
Egyptian media-
tion. We consider 
this the most seri-
ous in a string of 

breaches.”
~taher nunu, 

hamaS government SPokeS-
man

Colombia’s army
commander resigns
Speculation still surrounds accusations 
that Montoya authorized countless civilian 
killings

CIA memo leaked to The Los An-
geles Times says Montoya carried 
out joint operations with the so-
called paramilitaries as a brigade 
commander in Medellin prior to 
his promotion.

Navi Pillay, the U.N.’s high 
commissioner for human rights, 
said that the killings of civilians 
were crimes against humanity and 
that if Colombia’s criminal jus-
tice system did not deal with them 
adequately, they could fall under 
jurisdiction of the International 
Criminal Court.

Last month, Amnesty In-
ternational called on the United 
States, the top foreign backer of 
Colombia’s armed forces, to halt 
military aid until stricter measures 
were taken to stop the killings.

Montoya’s resignation was 
greeted enthusiastically by human 
rights activists.

“Gen. Mario Montoya has 
been named in multiple human 
rights reports as having commit-
ted violations back to the 1970s,” 
said Ivan Cepeda, director of the 
National Movement of Victims of 
State Crimes.

radIcal.org

Gen. Mario Montaya has served in the Colombian government for 39 years.

compared to Obama’s relation with 
the international community.

Topics of the debate ranged 
from positions on stem-cell re-
search, the mantra “Drill, baby 
drill,” and what to do regarding the 
war in Iraq.

Cameron, senior Erin 
McGovern, and junior Becca Cro-
swaith represented the Democrat 
side for the debate. Sophomore 
Caila Nikitas, Whalen, and Willett 
represented the Republican side. 

The debate was divided into 
two half-hour segments. In the 
first segment, Beattie asked the 
students questions related to three 
topics, which the two sides had de-
cided upon beforehand.  

The audience asked questions 

for the second half of the debate. 
The only parameter was that the 
questions had to relate to the three 
topics in the first half of the debate. 
Several of the debaters said that the 
audience asked good questions.  

The goal of the debate was 
to encourage students to partici-
pate in the upcoming presidential 
election, according to junior Karen 
DeVincent, co-president of PRS-
SA and secretary of the Simmons 
Democrats.

PRSSA hosted the first bipar-
tisan debate between the Simmons 
Democrats and Simmons Republi-
cans.  PRSSA handled the logistics 
of organizing the debate, according 
to DeVincent.

About 50 people, mostly stu-
dents, filled the Kotzen Meeting 
Center to watch the debate.

Senior Lindsay Douglas said 

she attended the debate because 
she wanted to see how students 
represented the two parties and 
because the election this year is so 
important.

Douglas and junior Quinn 
Retmier both said that Cameron’s 
performance during the debate was 
a strong point.  “I feel like Stepha-
nie Cameron did such an amazing 
job answering her debate ques-
tions,” Retmier said.

In preparation for Election 
Day, the Simmons Democrats have 
traveled to New Hampshire to can-
vass, fundraise, and phone bank.  

The Simmons Republicans 
and Democrats planned to attend 
the political science department’s 
debate watch party on Tuesday, the 
night of the election.
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noteworthy 
newS
South African party split is reason for concern

A historic split within the African National Congress (ANC) seems to 
be in the works, with the largest party in the nation separating into two 
sovereign groups, each claiming to be the legitimate party. A conven-
tion in Johannesburg organized by the party dissenters will mark the 
start of a political rebellion, which will likely end with the creation of 
a new party. The dissenters have already announced that their party 
will officially be created on Dec. 16 in the city of Bloemfontein, where 
the ANC was created in 1912. This rally will prove the strength of the 
breakaway party.  It is likely that the split began not for ideological rea-
sons, but due to the unhappiness of some party “comrades” who were 
not given the same benefits as others. The split not only causes politi-
cal concern, but safety concerns too. South Africa has a long history 
of violence, and given the current political situation, riots are likely. 

Archaeological find may reshape views of Biblical times

A five-acre archeological dig led by Yoesf Garfinkel of Hebrew Uni-
versity in Jerusalem may hold the key to understanding the reign of Da-
vid over the Israelites. Five lines of text, found on a piece of pottery un-
earthed in this region, may be the oldest Hebrew text ever uncovered. 
These characters could have a huge impact on the knowledge of alpha-
bet development. Information from this dig could prove whether Jeru-
salem was a major city or a minor tribe in the time of David, a scholarly 
debate that could delegitimize Zionism. Since the archeological record 
of this time is decidedly barren, some scholars claim that David’s reign 
over the kingdom is mostly mythological–an idea created years after 
his actual existence.  The existence of the Hebrew script makes the 
argument that perhaps literacy was more widespread than originally 
thought, making it easier for people to record actual events when they 
were happening and bringing a new light on the Bible as a historical text. 

Iraqi ministry adopts political neutrality

The Iraqi defense minister announced last Thursday that all aspects of 
the ministry will be required to stay politically neutral.  All ministry 
workers are now required to sign a pledge swearing that they will not 
run for political office, work on political campaigns, attend political 
demonstrations, or join any political organizations. With many pro-
vincial elections right around the corner, Minister of Defense Abdul-
Kader Jassem al-Obeidi said, “Military men must be nonaffiliated and 
must not be involved in elections except in guarding the voter’s right to 
freedom.”  Iraqi ministries have had a long reputation of being highly 
politicized, and this reform is a hope to get more widespread support of 
the defense ministry in all political parties. Most ministries are highly 
biased, but the defense and foreign ministries have been fairly bal-
anced, and comprised of Sunni, Shiite, and Kurd members and officials. 

Mexican drug lords infiltrate top positions

A recent anti-corruption campaign in Mexico revealed that people do 
not have to fit a stereotype to be involved in the drug-trafficking busi-
ness. Although it has long been known that drug lords have infiltrated 
the Mexican police force, the extent to which this is true and the ex-
tent of the involvement of government officials has proved shocking. 
It turns out that officials in the attorney general’s office were selling 
government secrets to gangs in exchange for large amounts of cash.  
These officials, along with 35 others, were arrested and fired. Mexican 
President Felipe Calderón is initiating a war on drugs, which will prove 
sufficiently challenging as the involvement of more and more govern-
ment officials is revealed. Knowing who to trust is half the battle. With 
eyes on the inside, the drug traffickers often know when raids are going 
to happen, and some drug lords place their sources on the raid teams to 
sabotage the investigation. The drug corruption in Mexico does not stop 
there. The involvement of court workers and prison guards makes get-
ting a conviction and keeping a drug worker in jail nearly impossible. 

Iceland blames Britain for its economic troubles

As part of Prime Minister Gordon Brown’s initiative to save Britain’s 
economic health, he used a 2001 anti-terrorism law to freeze all as-
sets in an Icelandic bank. In combination with the extreme economic 
fragility of the Icelandic economy, this freeze was extremely danger-
ous to Iceland’s standing worldwide, as well as its ability to sustain 
its people. The fact that the freeze came out of an antiterrorism mea-
sure puts a black mark on Iceland, associating the arctic nation with Al 
Qaeda, North Korea, and Sudan. This black mark could further harm 
Iceland’s economic situation. “When you’re labeled a terrorist, nobody 
does business with you,” said Jon Danielsson, a London economist. 
The Icelandic government blames the British for using them for their 
own short-term economic gain. But Iceland should be able to get back 
on its feet. It is set to receive a $2 billion loan from the International 
Monetary Fund and is negotiating with other Scandinavian countries. 

Information from www.nytimes.com and compiled by Maria Costigan.

By Ali Akbar 
(C) AP 2008

TEHRAN, Iran (AP)–Iran’s Par-
liament impeached a Cabinet min-
ister on Tuesday after he admitted 
having a fake degree from Oxford 
University, in a vote widely seen 
as a defeat for hard-line President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

The dismissal of Interior 
Minister Ali Kordan was the first 
high-profile confrontation be-
tween the new Parliament and Ah-
madinejad. It was seen as a vote of 
no-confidence in the president and 
a sign that the leader’s popularity is 
tumbling, even with his conserva-
tive allies.

The interior minister in Iran 
is a powerful position in charge of 
holding elections and local admin-
istrations throughout the country.

During Kordan’s confirma-
tion debate, numerous lawmakers 
argued he was unqualified, some 
claiming that his Oxford degree 
was fake. Kordan was approved 
Aug. 5 by a relatively slim margin 
of around 160 of the 269 lawmak-
ers present, a reflection of the con-
cerns.

Kordan initially argued that 
his degree was real. The Interior 
Ministry put out a certificate, with 
an Oxford seal and dated June 
2000, meant to prove its authentic-
ity. It was riddled with spelling and 
grammar mistakes.

Oxford denied it had ever 
awarded an honorary doctorate of 

law to the minister, who then ad-
mitted the degree was fake.

Ahmadinejad defended Kor-
dan, dismissing degrees in general 
as “torn paper” not necessary for 
serving the people.

The president was already 
under attack from both reformers 
and conservatives, who brought 
him to power but now complain he 
spends too much time on fiery anti-
U.S. rhetoric rather than managing 
the country.

Middle class Iranians, who 
have seen their standard of living 
fall, often speak scornfully of his 
economic naiveté 

In July, he predicted oil pric-
es would never fall below $100 per 
barrel.

Oil prices, however, have 
plunged during the global financial 
crisis and hovered Tuesday around 
$63 a barrel. Tehran’s stock index 
last week plunged about 12 percent 
to its lowest close in years. And in-
flation is estimated at 27 percent or 
more.

Of the 247 lawmakers who 
attended Tuesday’s open session, 
188 voted against Kordan, includ-
ing many hard-liners. Forty-five 
parliament members voted in favor 
of Kordan and 14 abstained.

On Sunday, Ahmadinejad 
called the impeachment proceed-
ings illegal. And in an apparent 
protest, the president refused to at-
tend Tuesday’s hearing.

The parliament speaker, Ali 
Larijani, a conservative rival to the 

president, rejected Ahmadinejad’s 
assertion.

“It is very clear that the im-
peachment is legal,” Larijani told 
the chamber.

During the hearing, Kor-
dan defended himself, saying his 
impeachment was a conspiracy 
by foreign enemies, including the 
United States and Israel.

He told lawmakers that since 
he became a minister, “there’s been 
heavy media propaganda against 
me abroad.”

But parliament members re-
jected his defense, saying it was 
irrelevant to the issue over his fake 
degree.

Conservative lawmaker Bijan 
Nobaveh said the no-confidence 
vote should be seen as defending 
the country’s credibility.

“The impeachment is the res-
toration of prestige in the Islamic 
system,” Nobaveh said. “The inte-
rior minister’s acts decreased trust 
of the people in the system.”

Legislators were also offend-
ed last week after a government 
official tried to pay legislators not 
to vote for Kordan’s impeachment. 
The attempt promoted one hard-
line lawmaker to slap the official, 
Mohammad Abbasi, in the face.

The scandal forced Ah-
madinejad to dismiss Abbasi, but 
some lawmakers have suggested 
that the payment would not have 
been attempted without orders 
from higher up.

Iran’s parliament
impeaches Ahmadinejad ally

By Fisnik Abrashi
(C) AP 2008

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP)–Gen. 
David Petraeus, the new chief of 
the U.S. Central Command who 
is credited with turning the tide in 
Iraq, took a firsthand look at the 
war in Afghanistan on Tuesday.

With U.S. deaths at an all-
time high in Afghanistan and at-
tacks against Westerners on the 
rise, Petraeus arrived from neigh-
boring Pakistan on his first visit to 
the region since taking charge of 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Petraeus will meet with Af-
ghan leaders and top U.S. mili-
tary officials, including U.S. Gen. 
David McKiernan, the head of the 
NATO-led force. He is in the coun-
try to conduct an “initial assess-
ment,” said Col. Greg Julian, the 
chief U.S. military spokesman in 
Afghanistan.

Petraeus, who became Cen-
tcom chief on Oct. 31, has been 
credited for stemming the violence 
in Iraq, and many expect Afghani-
stan will see some of the same tac-
tics, such as co-opting local tribal 
leaders to resist the Taliban.

His stop in Afghanistan fol-
lows a two-day visit to neighboring 
Pakistan, a key U.S. ally in the war 
on terror. Pakistan is also battling 
an insurgency in its tribal areas 
bordering Afghanistan.

Washington says the region 
is also believed to be home to many 

of al-Qaida’s top leaders, including 
Osama bin Laden, and that they 
may be planning another big attack 
on the West.

The mountainous, remote 
area is also used by militants 
blamed for rising attacks on NATO 
and U.S. troops in neighboring Af-
ghanistan as well as on targets in 
Pakistan.

The Pakistani government 
has complained bitterly about U.S. 
cross-border missile strikes, and 
on Tuesday Prime Minister Yousuf 
Raza Gilani warned that the next 
U.S. president must halt the attacks 
or risk losing the war against al-
Qaida and the Taliban

“No matter who the president 
of America will be, if he doesn’t re-
spect the sovereignty and integrity 
of Pakistan anti-America senti-
ments and anti-West sentiment will 
be there,” said Gilani in an inter-
view with The Associated Press in 
his heavily guarded residence atop 
a hill in the capital, Islamabad.

The prime minister said the 
United States should share intel-
ligence with his country’s military 
to allow Pakistan to go after mili-
tants themselves.

“Either they should trust 
us and they should work with us, 
otherwise, I think it’s a futile exer-
cise,” he said.

As Gilani spoke, several 
thousand hard-line Muslims dem-
onstrated against the strikes in a 
town in the border region and the 

southern Pakistani city of Karachi, 
burning U.S. flags, witnesses said.

“Stop killing innocent peo-
ple, stop messing with our coun-
try,” they chanted in Karachi.

Though the United States 
now has more troops in Afghani-
stan than ever, some 32,000,  McK-
iernan has requested at least three 
more brigades to help the U.S. 
cover violent areas it now cannot 
reach–areas where the Afghan gov-
ernment now has little presence.

More than 5,200 people, 
mostly militants,  have died in in-
surgency related violence this year 
alone.

U.S.-led troops on Tuesday 
killed five insurgents in the south-
ern Helmand province, after the 
militants ambushed their patrol, 
the coalition said in a statement.

Meanwhile, a U.S. civilian 
shot an Afghan civilian in Kan-
dahar province after the Afghan 
allegedly set another U.S. civilian 
on fire, the military said. It did not 
identify the Americans or who they 
were working for.

On Monday, gunmen 
snatched the head of the French 
aid group Solidarite Laique’s pro-
gram in Afghanistan from a car as 
he was riding to work. An Afghan 
who tried to prevent the kidnap-
ping was killed. Solidarite Laique 
did not provide any other details 
about the man, whose name has not 
been released.

New Central Command chief 
assesses Afghan war
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Shark Sightings
Swimming & Diving

Wheelock/ Elms 1 p.m.
Nov. 8

at Regis Invitational 12 p.m.
Nov. 14

Basketball
College of St. Elizabeth 1 p.m.

Nov. 15
Gordon 7 p.m.

Nov. 18

Volleyball
GNAC Finals TBA

Nov. 8

Field Hockey
NAC Finals TBA

Nov. 8

Soccer
GNAC Finals TBA

Nov. 8

By Meghan Garrard
contributing Writer

This winter is going to feel like 
summer 2008 all over again. Fans 
will be on the edge of their seats, 
their eyes fixed on the miniscule 
distance between two neck-and-
neck swimmers. The athletes fight 
furiously to be the first to finish the 
final lap, paddling and kicking so 
fast their arms and legs are a blur.

 As the fans’ favorite reaches 
out to touch the edge of the pool, 
the crowd will erupt in a loud cheer 
and the stadium will go crazy.

The only difference is that 
the winning swimmer will not be 
Michael Phelps, who stands at 6’4”, 
is trimmed down to eight percent 
body fat, and possesses gargantuan 
limbs. This winter, the champion 
will be a fellow Simmons student.

The Simmons Sharks swim-
ming and diving team is truly 
made up of hard-working, fear-
some Sharks. The team hits the 
pool six days a week for grueling 
two-hour training sessions.

 “The first two weeks of the 
season were spent refining stroke 
technique and reviewing swim 
drills. We have now moved on to 
swimming longer distances and 
harder sets during practice,” said 
co-captain and senior Julia Anne 
Morrison. 

The diving team consists of 
five competitors this year, three 
of which are new to the team. The 
team, coached by Erin Rowe, uti-
lizes the new dry board and tram-

poline set up on deck as an addition 
to its regular training. 

The diving team advanced 
in their postseason last year to 
win 10th place in the New Eng-
land Intercollegiate Swimming 
and Diving Association (NEISDA) 
championship, so the addition of 
new members and equipment gives 
them even more promise.

 To avoid getting waterlogged, 
the 23-member swimming and div-
ing team also performs “dry land” 
exercises twice a week and weight 
trains three times a week. 

Although their diets do not 
compare to the 12,000 calories a 
day that Michael Phelps consumed 
during the Olympics, Morrison 
said that practices are always fol-
lowed by team dinners at Bartol, 
where the team bonds over their 
meals. Going up for seconds is en-
couraged, since swimming burns 
an estimated 476 calories per hour.

The Sharks have an impres-
sive record to top for the 2008-
2009 season. “Last year we went 
7-2-1 and won our Great North-
east Athletic Conference (GNAC) 
championship,” said Morrison.

“We had a solid team with 
a lot of memorable performances 
in the pool.” Her co-captain and 
fellow senior Keri-Ann Arsenault 
was also named Swimmer of the 
Year at the championship last De-
cember.

Morrison said she is enthu-
siastic about the new head coach, 
Mindy Williams, and the upcom-
ing swim season. “Our roster this 

year might be small in numbers, 
but we have some talent,” said 
Morrison. 

“We are anticipating another 
successful season with fast times 
and great swims. [With the addi-
tion of the new coach], we were 
all intrigued and excited for a new 
twist to our season and workouts.”

The team said farewell to 
coach Doug Backlund after more 
than 10 years. Before his departure 
from the Simmons community last 
year, Backlund expressed enthusi-
asm about the new coach. 

Backlund spoke to The Voice 

exclusively about his decision to 
leave Simmons in order to spend 
more time with his young chil-
dren.

The team’s season opener was 
an away meet last Saturday against 
Westfield State College, one of the 
Sharks’ biggest competitors.

“They always have a strong 
lineup with some fast swimmers. 
It is sure to be a close meet,” said 
Morrison, in preparation for the 
meet. “We always look forward 
to swimming against them for our 
season opener because it is always 
exciting.” 

Sharks go to playoffs confidently

carley caldas 
The swimming and diving team welcomes a new head coach Mindy Williams this season. The team said farewell to 
long-time head coach Doug Backlund last semester. 

The Regis Invitational, which 
is held Nov. 14 and 15, is another 
meet to look forward to as the 
Sharks will swim and dive against 
six teams.

Fans can see the Sharks in ac-
tion at their first home meet of the 
season this Saturday, Nov. 8 at 1 
p.m. against Wheelock College and 
Elms College.

Sharks dive into season with new coach
Swimming and diving team welcomes Mindy Williams 

ProvIded by JessIca hambleTon

The volleyball team has not placed above eighth in the GNAC since 1996. 

By Carley Caldas
Staff Writer

The Sharks volleyball team has 
ended its regular season and is 
heading to the playoffs, seeded 
seventh in the Great Northeast 
Athletic Conference (GNAC).  The 
Simmons volleyball team has not 
placed higher than eigth in the 
GNAC since 1996.

The Sharks have had an ex-
cellent season bringing in 13 wins. 
The athletes worked hard to reserve 
their spot in the playoffs, which 
began Nov. 4 against Johnson and 
Wales University in Rhode Island. 

The Sharks have three in-
jured players going into the play-
offs. Amanda Weaver, the team’s 
setter, fractured her ankle during 
a match against Lasell College and 
is unable to participate in playoff 
games. 

Junior and co-captain Jessica 
Hambleton and sophomore Chelsea 
Smith have sprained muscles, but 
will be able to play in the upcom-
ing and highly anticipated games. 
Despite the injuries, the team is 
excited to be heading into playoffs 
and is confident they will continue 
to play as well as they have been. 

“This season was a remark-
able season for the Sharks volley-
ball, recording numerous records 
including the most wins in the reg-
ular season,” said Jason Conetta, 
the head coach. “The best part is 
we are a young team learning day 
by day. Expect the Sharks to con-
tinue on their path of success and 
become an elite team in the GNAC 
now and years to come.” 

Because the team has no se-
niors, the Sharks have the unique 

opportunity of playing virtually 
the same team next season. With 
the exception of the incoming first 
years, the dream team from this 
year will be back again. 

“We are all excited to play 
together again next season,” said 
Hambleton.

Meaghan Flynn, a first-year 
who came to the Simmons from 
Laguna Beach, Calif., has made 
a few waves in her first season as 
a Shark. She was recently named 
on the GNAC Weekly Honor Roll. 
Her amazing performances during 
important games have definitely 
helped propel the Sharks to their 
current position. 

An outstanding player, Flynn 
brought in the team’s first triple-
double for the season during a 
match against Emerson College. 
During that same match, Flynn had 
12 kills, 15 service aces, and nine 
digs. She is definitely a fierce com-
petitor and an asset to the Sharks. 

The hard work of the new 

players has been much appreciated 
by their teammates. “The fresh-
man and sophomores this season 
really pulled their own weight,” 
said Hambleton. 

The team unity has paid off 
with their great positioning in the 
GNAC and anticipated success in 
the playoffs. 

“We want to play hard. This is 
something we’ve been working on 
since mid-August when we started 
practicing,” said Hambleton. 

To learn more about the re-
cords the Sharks have been break-
ing this season, visit their page on 
the Athletics Web site.

The Simmons College Media 
Guide has just recently arrived on 
the volleyball homepage. The Me-
dia Guide offers general informa-
tion on the players and coaches and 
pictures to illustrate the athletes 
hard at work. 
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Simmons offers healthy dining options 
for every diet
By Kate Clavet
Staff Writer

Eating well in college can be dif-
ficult, especially with the late study 
hours, stress, and lack of sleep, all 
of which can contribute to bad eat-
ing habits.  

When the majority of stu-
dents’ meals are eaten in dining 
halls, eating healthy can be even 
more of a challenge unless students 
know what to look for.  Dining Ser-
vices has made an effort to supply 
a variety of options for the health-
conscious student.  

Bartol Hall has a salad bar 
with a variety of greens, including 
spinach, mescaline, and romaine 
lettuces. The bar also includes cau-
liflower, broccoli, legumes, beans, 
tomatoes, carrots, cucumbers, 
hummus, sprouts, and a few types 
of olives on a regular basis.  The 
best way to make a healthy salad 
is to include a rainbow of foods-
be sure to get a little bit of every 
color.  

Fruits, nuts, and granolas 
available at the salad bar, are a 
great way to bulk up a salad.  It is 
best to use vinegar and olive oil as 
a dressing rather than pre-made 
salad dressings, which have extra 
sugar.  When diners want a hot 
meal, Bartol’s “3-Squared” station 
often has cooked vegetables, which 
are a great alternative to the salad 
bar. 

Fruits are also easily acces-
sible at Bartol.  In the morning, a 
full fruit salad bar is offered.  In 
the afternoon, be sure to take a few 
fruits from the baskets next to the 
salad bar or enjoy pre-cut fruit next 
to the soup.  

Bartol also has a variety of 
breads at the sandwich station and 
at the toast and bagel station.  Rye, 
multi-grain, wheat, and oatmeal 
breads are some whole-grain op-
tions.  Half of the grains consumed 
in one day should be whole grains, 
according to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture: Center for Nutri-
tion and Policy Promotion.  Eating 
whole-grain bread in a sandwich or 
by itself is a great way to accom-
plish this.  

Students should keep an eye 
out for the multi-grain pizza and 
whole-wheat pasta that can be 
found at Bartol a few times each 
week. Brown rice or barley can be 
found next to the soups daily. The 
“Granary” station is also an easy 
healthy option   

For protein, “3-Squared” of-
fers fish at least once a week, and 
there are hardboiled eggs at the 
salad station.  A few pieces of lean 
lunchmeat untainted by condi-
ments are a healthy option.  Peanut 
butter and nuts are also available.

In general the best way to 
make a healthier meal is to add 
vegetables. For example, a student 
who is interested in the fettuccine 
alfredo at the “al Pomodoro” sta-
tion could take some extra vegeta-
bles from the salad bar and ask the 
cook to add them to the pasta.  The 
student who cannot get through 
Sunday mornings without a waffle 
with chocolate chips should have 
some fruit and nuts with it to in-
crease the nutritional value.  

After renovations, the Fens 
expanded its nutritional options 
too.  The salad bar now offers op-
tions similar to Bartol.  Sushi, 
which is refrigerated, is a healthy 
choice, and fresh fruit salads are By Melissa Palardy

Staff Writer

Everyday routines should change 
to be in sync with the seasons, ac-
cording to Diva Village, a Web site 
dedicated to promoting women’s 
health and beauty.  

Students might think they do 
not need as much water when the 
temperature drops, but it is a good 
idea to drink 7-10 glasses of water 
a day in order to keep the body 
hydrated.  Not only will water hy-
drate you, it will also help to flush 
unhealthy toxins in your body that 
can cause illnesses.  

Eating juicy fruits is also a 
good idea. Skipping salts will keep 
bloating to a minimum. Autumn is 
the perfect time for fresh produce; 
apples, peaches, pumpkins, squash, 
zucchini, and corn are all in season 
and ready to pick.  

Lack of sleep often contrib-
utes to sickness. With stressful 
classes and piles of homework, 
sleep can sometimes seem impos-
sible to students, but it is essential 
for the body to feel its best.  

Here are some energy-boost-
ing suggestions:

*Maca is a Peruvian veg-
etable that can help boost energy 
healthfully, without the side effects 
of caffeine and sugar.  Adding this 
to a healthy diet will prevent the 
body from feeling rundown after a 
long night of studying.  

*Aromatherapy scents like 
orange and other citrus fruits can 
give you a quick jolt of energy.  
Cinnamon is also helpful.  

Elle Canada suggests chang-
ing workout habits too.  Exercising 

in the summer months is easier 
because of the warm weather, but 
as winter approaches, motivation 
may diminish. Dark mornings and 
earlier nights contribute to this, but 
without motivation, many people 
ditch their summer workout hab-
its.  

“Staying fit in the summer 
versus the fall can be a difficult 
transition for some, especially with 
the shorter days and the cooler 
temperatures,” according to condi-
tioning specialist Khanh Vy, from 
Shape Fitness in Toronto. 

“Fall is a season where the 
leaves are changing color and the 
skylines are picture perfect. Dur-
ing the fall, you can still do a ma-
jority of the exercises that you do 
in the summer.” 

Since the days are shorter, 
working out earlier can make a dif-
ference.  Try waking up earlier to 
jog before going to work or class.  
The body will likely feel better all 
day after a workout.  Take a new 
route when going for a morning 
run to take advantage of the foliage 
and autumn sunrises.  Gardening 
on a nice day is another low-impact 
form of exercise.

There is no single remedy to 
get rid of cold symptoms or keep 
them away entirely, but when cold 
symptoms appear, be sure to drink 
plenty of orange juice or take vita-
min C daily. 

Keep the windows open as 
long into the season as possible, ac-
cording to Bella Online.  This will 
keep fresh air in the room and pre-
vent it from locking in germs and 
getting too stuffy. 

available in to-go containers. The 
revamped smoothie station makes 
it even simpler to eat well on the 
go.  It has an expanded menu, in-
cluding yogurt parfaits with real 
fruit, acai berry bowls, and fat-free 
frozen yogurt with live cultures.  

In addition, both the Fens and 
Bartol label their foods as “nut-
free,” “wheat-free,” “vegetarian,” 
or “vegan,” which makes it easier 
for those with allergies to eat with 
peace of mind.  

Here are some basic tips for 
health-conscious students:

*Students should try to in-
clude a whole grain, a fruit, some 
vegetables, and a healthy source of 
protein in each meal.  

*Make sure to drink three 
glasses of milk, or to take in the 
calcium and vitamin D equivalent 
each day.  

*Make unhealthy foods 
slightly healthier by adding vegeta-
bles, fruits, nuts, or whole grains. 

*Evaluate daily sugar intake.  
Unsuspecting students often over-
load with sugar if they do not know 
how much is hiding in some foods 
like salad dressing or sushi. 

*Become familiar with the 
options that the Fens and Bartol of-
fer.  The nutritional value of every 
single food item is catalogued in 
binders in Bartol next to the toast. 

Eating well can be confusing.  
MyPyramid.gov allows people to 
input their daily food intake; the 
site then evaluates the nutritional 
value.  Students can use this to 
evaluate or plan meals on a daily 
basis. 

samanTha Furbush

The changing seasons can make people sick. 

How to stay 
healthy as the 
seasons change
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Guide dog enhances Beal’s life

also has created commands like 
“find Simmons” and “find bus” by 
using a clicker method. Starting 
with easier tasks, Beal will use a 
simple command to have her dog 
touch an object with his nose. 

“It’s a little plastic box that 
a lot of dog trainers use. It makes 
a clicking noise,” says Beal. “You 
need to start with him getting to 
touch your hand. As he does that 
you click and give a food reward.”

Guide dogs walk what is 
called a line of sight, or line of trav-
el. They are expected to walk in a 
straight line from point A to point 
B. The only deviation in the path 
should be due to change in eleva-
tion or obstacles like signs, people 
or trees. 

“If the sidewalk is chang-
ing, [the dog] should stop, show it, 
and then you as the handler should 
make the decision as to whether 
you want to take that path,” says 
Beal. 

“If I am coming to a street 
crossing, he should stop because 
either: A) I want to cross the street 
or B) I want to turn left or right.”  

“His only job is to show me 

is made of glow-in-the-dark poly-
carbonate and fiberglass and is de-
tachable from the leather body har-
ness.  The harness is also equipped 
with a two-pronged leash. When 
shortened, the leather leash is used 
while the dog is guiding. When the 
leash is elongated, the dog is not 
working. 

Beal holds the handle of the 
harness attached to her dog in her 
left hand, using four fingers. Under 
those fingers the leash is held par-
allel to the harness handle, looping 
around the thumb. She holds it in a 
light grip, so her dog has the power 
to tug, she says. 

A variety of guide dog com-
mands are taught, depending on 
the school. 

 “All [schools] have basic 
certifications. But all have their 
own flavor of training. It’s [a] spe-
cific way of doing things,” Beal 
says. “Guide Dogs for the Blind 
uses basic commands: Forward. 
Left. Right. Heel. Sit. Down. Stay. 
Come.”

The way a command is deliv-
ered is also important. 

“If the dog is distracted,” 
Beal says, “say ‘hop up’ firmly. To 
speed up, say ‘hop up’ gently.”

To turn, Guide Dogs for the 
Blind handlers say the direction 
three times and emphasize with 
a hand motion pointing in the de-
sired direction. Other schools use 
the directional command once or 
say the direction and then “over.”

There are numerous varia-
tions of commands. Many handlers 
personalize them. Beal uses “find 
outside” to leave a building. She 

By Beth Cortez-Neavel
contributing Writer

Jeanette Beal walks from her of-
fice at Public Safety to the Fens 
for lunch.  On her left pads an 84-
pound 2 1/2-year-old male black 
lab. But he is not just a pet on tour 
of the Main College Building; he is 
Beal’s eyes. 

Beal was born with partial 
vision due to glaucoma and cata-
racts and is legally blind. She and 
her dog, whose name is withheld 
for safety reasons, were matched in 
March 2008 through the training 
school Guide Dogs for the Blind in 
San Rafael, Calif. 

All guide dog owners, called 
handlers, are required under fed-
eral law to spend at least 26 days or 
the equivalent of three seven-day 
weeks in guide dog training before 
receiving a handler’s license. 

Beal says she spent a month 
learning dog management behav-
ior. Before she was matched with 
her guide dog, she practiced how to 
get the feel of the leash and harness 
on “Juno,” a guide dog simulator. 

Juno can be anything at-
tached to a harness held by a train-
er at dog level in order to mimic the 
behavior a guide dog exhibits, Beal 
says.  Guide Dogs for the Blind 
uses a rolled-up rug. 

While the handler learns how 
to correct Juno’s actions, the train-
er sizes them up in order to better 
match a guide dog. 

“When you’re at school, 
they’re assessing you constantly,” 
Beal says. “They assess your per-
sonality and management skills. 
Pace is a big thing. They want to 
know how fast you walk and try 
and get a dog that matches that 
pace.”

Personal preference is also 
taken into account. The handler is 
asked what color, breed, and gen-
der is preferred. 

“I asked for a big loaf that 
could work and be really sharp and 
could also settle down really well,” 
Beal says.  

Most schools issue a leash 
and a harness as well as a license. 
Guide Dogs for the Blind is the 
only school in the United States 
that uses a Swiss-manufactured 
backpack-style harness. The handle 

“He’s kind of the 
eyes and I’m the 
brain. That’s the 

way teams work.”
~Jeanette beaL,

office coorDinator, DePart-
ment of PubLic Safety

where I am,” she says. “He’s kind 
of the eyes and I’m the brain. That’s 
the way teams work.” 

Sometimes Beal is too tired 
to issue direct commands.

“I just say, ‘Find the way.’ 
You know, left, right, just go some-
where,” she says. “[It] is not a 
command, but we’re together long 
enough that at that point in the day 
he generally knows I mean we’re 
going home. Just get the hell out of 
here.” 

Guide work can look slow to 
the public eye.  While on the job, 
a guide dog is processing multiple 
factors. 

“He’s processing a ton of 
people around you, the safest way 
to get somewhere, and all of the 
obstacles [on the path],” says Beal. 
“There are always scent distrac-
tions and auditory distractions.”

On top of all this informa-
tion, the guide dog is listening for 
the handler’s command. When 
Beal issues a command like “find 
me a chair,” her dog must process 
not what is best for her, but what is 
best for the team.

“There might be one right 
in front of me to the left, but he 
has to process if the way he’s go-
ing to take me is going to be the 
best way,” she says. “It might not 
have enough room for him to sit or 
might not be the right place for me 
to sit. He might just not notice it.”

Sometimes this can create 
difficulties when dealing with the 
people around her, and although 
Beal says she has not faced many 
difficulties at Simmons, the out-
side community is not so accom-
modating.

If a taxi driver has questions 
about traveling with her dog, or a 
person on the street is particularly 
questioning, Beal carries around 
Guide Dogs for the Blind-issued 
cards showing Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) regulations 
on guide dogs in public places. 

The cards explain access laws 
and normal guide dog etiquette, 
such as asking permission before 
interaction with the dog.

Having a dog with her 24 
hours a day, seven days a week 
can become redundant, she says.  
She cannot walk anywhere with-

out someone stopping her at least 
twice.  

“There are people who inter-
act with him knowingly or igno-
rantly,” Beal says. “People ask if 
they can pet the dog, or say to the 
dog ‘I know I can’t pet you,’ and 
I’m like, ‘Well, you also can’t talk 
to him either.’ He’s not going to re-
spond.”

Beal says since being matched 
with her dog, the degree of public 
access open to her has changed, 
and it can be very overwhelming.

“There are some days when I 
simply just don’t want to leave the 
house. It’s new to every person that 
I walk by, but it’s old hat to me.”

Before Beal was matched 
with her dog, she used a white cane 
to move around Boston. Since her 
matching, she says her degree of 
independent travel has not changed 
much, but with the dog, travel is 
much smoother.

“I don’t have to be aware of 
everything on the sidewalk,” she 
says. “Where once I knew there 
was a sign, now I don’t even have 
to know, he just takes me around it. 
It’s much easier and faster.”

When out of the harness, 
Beal’s dog has free time.  Although 
he is allowed to walk around the 
office, he usually just lays under 
the desk with his dog bones. 

“He’s got a pretty sweet life,” 
Beal says. “Every once in a while 
I’ll crawl under the desk and give 
him a belly rub.”

Guide dogs are hard workers, 
but perfecting the job is not seam-
less. It takes patience and multiple 
corrections on the handler’s part. 

“You still have days that you 
spend reworking things because 
[the dog’s] not feeling like it,” Beal 
says. “He’s a bit passive aggressive. 
If I’m boring him, or if he’s walked 
the route one too many times, he’ll 
walk me into something. “

It takes time.
“It’s not always the quickest 

mode of travel but you’re dealing 
with two brains here, not one,” says 
Beal. “And we still have to stop for 
poop.” 

beTh corTez-neavel

Beal spent a month learning dog management behavior before being matched with her dog.
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Senior year: A lesson in time 
management

“I’m supposed 
to be looking for 
jobs, but I don’t 

even have time to   
shower.”

~micaeLa foLey,
cLaSS of 2009

By Rebecca Brown
contributing Writer

She throws the light pink and vi-
brant green striped comforter away 
from her body and glances at the 
fluorescent blue numbers on her 
alarm clock.  It reads, “It’s Tues-
day.  It’s time to get up.”

She then brushes her teeth 
with the new bright orange Colgate 
toothbrush her mother gave her in 
the housewarming package for her 
new apartment.  

After getting dressed, she 
sluggishly comes out of her bed-
room in faded jeans, a teal and 
white striped polo shirt with the 
number three on the top right cor-
ner, and a large black messenger 
bag on her shoulder, bulging with 
books, binders, and a stray iPod 
headphone cord.  

She eats a s’mores granola bar 
as she struggles to lock her apart-
ment door.  She says she always 
forgets which way the key goes in 
the lock so early in the morning. 

Katharine Small, as it reads 
on the mailbox next to the door she 
can never lock, is a 21-year-old se-
nior at Simmons.

“My senior year is so busy 
that all I can ever think about is the 
next chance I’ll be able to relax,” 
she says.  

Every Tuesday, Small wakes 
up to reach Simmons by  9 a.m. to 
conduct a study for her psychology 
class.  

At 1 p.m. she sprints home. 
“This is the worst part of 

the hill.  Everyday I dread it, but I 
guess it’s my workout,” Small says, 
minutes from her apartment door.  
She does not go in though.  

Instead, she gets in her 1998 
black Subaru Legacy and drives 
to Charlestown, Mass.  From 1:30 
to 6:30 p.m. she babysits two tod-
dlers.  

“While they nap in the after-
noon, I can get my reading done for 
my classes,” the psychology major 
says.  

Small is not alone.  Many se-
niors at Simmons have full-time 
classes, internships, jobs, and so-

cial lives to balance.  Four out of 
five say that senior year of college 
does not resemble anything like 
the stress-free senior year of high 
school. 

“I’m supposed to be looking 
for jobs, but I don’t even have time 
to shower,” says senior Micaela Fo-
ley.  This fall semester Foley has 
five classes and a job she sometimes 
works at for 30 hours a week.  

The College’s Career Educa-
tion Center (CEC) offers services 
for seniors to get assistance with 
the career planning process.

“Although we do help a large 
percentage of the senior class, we 
believe career planning is a four-
year process,” says CEC staff 
member David Kovacs.  “We rec-
ommend students come in their 
freshman year and start narrow-
ing down a major and a potential 
career path.”  

Kovacs says the most popu-
lar service the Center offers is the 
one-on-one workshop with a coun-
selor in the CEC who can assist 
with résumés, interviewing, and 
job-hunting.  

“The one-on-one sessions fill 
up fast, but we would love to help 
more seniors,” he says.    

It is now almost 7 p.m. and 
Small is arriving home.  

“My boyfriend called me on 
my drive home and asked if I want-

ed to watch a movie, but I honestly 
don’t even have time for that,” she 
says.

Small struggles again to un-
lock the door and says to herself 
that the key faces downward.

She goes straight to the re-
frigerator and microwaves leftover 
shrimp scampi from the night be-
fore.

“On Monday nights I get 
out of class early, so I try to make 
a good meal for myself.  Shrimp 
scampi is one of my favorites.  The 
frozen shrimp isn’t even that bad,” 
she says.  

After eating, Small goes to 
her room and sits at her computer 
to work on a spreadsheet for her ac-
counting class. 

At 9 p.m. she goes into the 
bathroom to brush her teeth with 
the bright orange Colgate tooth-
brush and is asleep under the light 
pink and vibrant green comforter 
by 9:12 p.m.  

“I remember my senior year 
was absolute chaos,” says Megan 
Currie, Small’s roommate, who 
graduated from Simmons last 

May.
“From the time I woke up in 

the morning at 6 a.m. until the time 
I finished my homework and went 

to bed at 11 p.m., I couldn’t even 
remember what I had done that 
day,” she says.  

Currie says she rarely sees 
her roommate but knows senior 
year is about being busy and find-
ing out what you want to do.  

Kovacs says there have been 
over 1,000 campus jobs posted on 
the Simmons job site called CA$H 
since July 1.  

“For all of the jobs posted, 
the average per week commitment 
is 12 hours,” Kovacs says.  

He says undergraduate stu-
dents are not allowed to work more 
than 20 hours per week in an on-
campus job.  If a student works 
more than 20 hours, her status as a 
full-time student is affected. 

Between babysitting in 
Charlestown and spending time 
at her internship in Brookline for 
brain-injured children and teenag-
ers, Small says she works 25 hours 
per week.  

“I need to put time in for my 
internship so I can graduate, but I 
also want to have a few extra dol-
lars to get drinks with my friends 
and boyfriend on the weekends,” 
Small says.    

Beyond her five classes and 
30-hour-per-week job, Foley is on 
the elected board for the Simmons 
chapter of Public Relations Student 

Society of America (PRSSA).
“I love being on the board for 

PRSSA and hopefully getting con-
nections for my future.  I just wish 
I wasn’t so busy sometimes,” she 
says.  “I never thought senior year 
would be like this.”  

It is 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday 
and Small wakes up for class at 
9:30.  She uses the bright orange 
toothbrush, eats a s’mores granola 
bar, and struggles with the lock on 
the door.

Small will be back at her 
apartment in 12 hours. She has 
classes to attend all morning and 
afternoon and then has to spend 
four hours at her internship.  When 
she returns home, she has a rough 
draft of a paper to work on that is 
due in a week.  

Walking to class Small says,  
“I can’t believe it’s Wednesday al-
ready.  I can’t believe I’m graduat-
ing in seven months.  I think I’m 
learning how to manage my time 
more than anything else this year.”  

lucIa cordon

Group meetings in the library go on until late hours for students working on senior seminars.

lucIa cordon

Many seniors find themselves juggling a full course load, an internship, and a job search for the upcoming year.

samanTha Furbush

Busy students often find they have to color coordinate their schedules to 
stay organized.
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She is Simmons: Damrell finds
passion in France 
By Shannon Brown
Staff Writer

Chic. Multilingual. Citizen of the 
world. Chef. An integral part of the 
Simmons community. 

This is Freya Damrell. 
As soon as Damrell walks 

into Java City, she immediately 
stands out from the crowd.

While most of the students 
lounging on the couches seem like 
they could have rolled out of bed 
and into school, Damrell is chic 
and put together. She wears all 
black, from her tights and her skirt 
to her sweater. One long, bold sil-
ver necklace breaks up the mono-
tone. 

She has the look of a young 
European professional. This makes 
sense, considering her mother is 
Dutch and she just came home 
from studying abroad in Paris for 
a year.

“When you get there it is 
kind of daunting, but afterwards, 
once second semester rolls around, 
you’ve adjusted, and you can take 
advantage of being in that place for 
such a long time,” she says.

Damrell has taken what she 
learned in France and is using it at 

Simmons by teaching French con-
versation classes and working on a 
thesis on the historical perspective 
of French foreign policy.

Both activities fit as outside 
education for her French and inter-
national relations majors. 

In addition to her scholastic 
endeavors, Damrell also works in 
technology and circulation at the 
library. 

 “I help people with printing 
problems,” she says, laughing. 

Damrell was the vice presi-
dent of the Class of 2009 during 
her sophomore year. She says she 
especially enjoyed planning events 
for May Day as part of that role.

Damrell was born in Bruns-
wick, Maine, and grew up on 
the small island of Georgetown, 
Maine, about 200 miles away. She 
lived in the same house there her 
whole life.

“It doesn’t feel like an island, 
because you just cross this little 
tiny bridge,” she says.

She has one sister, Catrina, 
who is a sophomore at Simmons. 
They share an apartment on Peter-
borough Street. 

Growing up, Damrell played 
lacrosse and loved to read. 

“When I was younger, I was 
really into fantasy books, like Nar-
nia, and all those geeky books,” 
she says, laughing again.

Damrell says she was attract-
ed to Simmons by the wide range 
of subjects that were available for 
students. 

“I just liked the feel of the 
college,” says Damrell. 

She says she decided to study 
French her first year at Simmons, 
after taking French 202 with Pro-
fessor Eduardo Febles.

Paris was a natural choice 
for Damrell since she was already 
studying the language.  

“I knew from the beginning 
that I wanted to study abroad,” says 
Damrell. “I thought that it would 
be really exciting, and especially 
helpful for French.”

 She says although her study 
abroad experience was a good one, 
it did have its challenges. 

“It’s kind of the same as go-
ing to college,” says Damrell. “Be-
fore you go, you have this romantic 
ideal of what college is. Then once 
you get there, you realize this is a 
really different and challenging 

situation. 
I think studying abroad is 

kind of like that. Maybe on a lesser 
scale because it is temporary, but 
it’s challenging in the beginning 
because you have to get accus-
tomed to a new academic system 
and meet new people.”

Damrell says one of the major 
challenges she faced abroad was 
being separated from Simmons. 

“I missed Simmons when I 
was taking classes,” she says. “I 
missed my professors, I missed 
the intellectual environment here. 
There, I felt that the learning com-
munity is less cohesive.”

American students in the hu-
manities especially need that con-
nection from their professors, says 
Damrell. “In France . . . there is 
kind of this gap. What annoyed me 
in my literature classes was that 
the professor would lecture and 
lecture, and sometimes he would 
pose a question, but there was no 
discussion.”

Damrell started out with a 
host family the first semester, and 
then moved into an apartment her 
second semester. 

“I knew from the 
beginning that I 
wanted to study 

abroad.”
~freya DamreLL,

cLaSS of 2009

She moved into an apartment 
with an older woman who owned 
the apartment, Damrell says. The 
woman rented out one of the bed-
rooms to Damrell’s study abroad 
program and the others were rent-
ed by different people. One of the 
bedrooms was occupied by a wom-
an from Uraguay. The other was a 
much larger room the size of a stu-
dio and it was occupied by a guy 
from Bulgaria.  Everyone would 
convene in the kitchen.

“It was interesting that there 
were so many people from differ-
ent backgrounds, but everyone was 
speaking French,” Damrell says.

She also had an internship 
during her second semester in 
Paris at the Union pour un Mouve-
ment Populaire (UMP), the politi-
cal party French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy belongs to. 

“The UMP was adamant 
about getting American students 
to intern there, which I think is re-
ally interesting as far as a political 
statement goes,” she says. 

Damrell says her internship 
began with a European convention 
that various politicians and depu-
ties from the European Union, and 
many politicians from the UMP, 
including Nicholas Sarkozy, at-
tended. 

She decided to stay in Paris 

for the summer when she met Syl-
vain, her boyfriend. 

“I lived with him. I continued 
my internship, and I also did vari-
ous babysitting jobs and I did a lot 
of English tutoring jobs.”

The story of how they met 
seems like something out of a 
movie. 

“I lost my metro card, so I 
had to go to the police station to fill 
out a declaration of theft in order 
to get a new one without having to 
pay for it,” she says. “So he works 
as a police officer and I was in the 
waiting room. He came over and 
just started talking to me.”

He asked her to a party that 
night in May. Although she says 
she was not in the mood to go out 
because of her lost metro card 
(similar to a Charlie Card used for 
the T), she decided to go rather 
than just mope around. 

“And we’ve been dating ever 
since,” says Damrell, blushing 
slightly. “He came to visit me in 
October and I’m going to see him 
in January.”

Back in Boston, Damrell 
says there are some major aspects 
of the Parisian way of life that she 
misses. 

ProvIded by Freya damrell

Damrell celebrates Halloween with friends Ashley Kane and Heather Lowe.

ProvIded by Freya damrell

Damrell, right, on vacation with her sister Catrina.

ProvIded by Freya damrell

Damrell and her friend Brenna Decotis in Paris.

“The French know how to 
do luxury,” she says. “I miss the 
food.”

Damrell, who has always 
liked to cook, was inspired by the 
great quality of French food. 

“It is a lot easier to make 
something good in France with a 
few ingredients,” she says.

Next fall, Damrell is hoping 
to return to Paris to teach English 
to high school students. 

After that, she says her future 
is open. Some possiblities Dramell 
is considering are getting her mas-
ter’s in French so she can teach 
French in the United States, going 
to law school, or even going back 
to Holland, and continuing her sta-
tus as a true citizen of the world by 
perfecting her Dutch. 

“There are so many things 
I want to do that I want to take it 
slowly,” she says. 
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By Stefanie Maclin
contributing Writer

Think of a favorite legend.  Does it 
involve dragons or unicorns?  Do 
giants appear?  How about the grif-
fin? 

These creatures are as much 
a part of stories, both ancient and 
modern, as are the heroes and hero-
ines.  Today’s sciences and discov-
eries prove that these creatures do 
not exist. Yet, like with all fables, 
the seeds of the ideas had to come 
from somewhere. 

The newly opened Mythic 
Creatures: Dragons, Unicorns, 
and Mermaids exhibit at the Muse-
um of Science (MOS) explores just 
that: the origins of these creatures’ 
tales and how they have infiltrated 
so neatly into today’s fairy tales. 

Celebrating a strong faith 
rooted in the fantastical, the exhibit 
explores the relationship between 
the real and the imaginary, and the 
fear and awe that accompany each 
creature’s story. 

Comprised of eyewitness ac-
counts, photographs, fossils, and 
other artifacts, the exhibit is laid 
out into four distinct categories: 
Creatures of Air, Creatures of Wa-
ter, Creatures of Land, and Drag-
ons of Power.  From the infamous 
Bigfoot to the tentacled Kraken, 
the dreaded chupacabra to the mis-
chievous Tengu, the swift unicorn 

to the majestic dragon, the exhibit 
covers creatures from all areas of 
the world. Each exhibit displays a 
dazzling, beautiful mixture of col-
or, history, and storytelling. 

Mythic Creatures displays 
for the viewers different creatures 
and their stories. For example, 
in many sea-faring cultures, lo-
cals tell tales of the beautiful but 
deadly mermaids who will drown 
people if given the chance, but will 
also grant people magical gifts for 
a certain price. The exhibit elabo-
rates on these tales for viewers so 
they feel like a part of the fable’s 
history.  

Another story illustrated the 
origins of one of fantasy’s most 
feared monsters. Ancient Greeks 
found skulls with three holes in 
them; thus the myth about the 
dreaded Cyclops was born. These 
skulls were later determined to be 
dinosaur fossils.  

The Chinese did not have ex-
planations for many of their natural 
phenomena and so they told stories 
of the grand and wise dragons liv-
ing in their rivers and lakes. The 
dragons could, if appeased, cause 
rain to fall to end a drought.  The 
dragons became a symbol of their 
country, woven into the very robes 
that Chinese emperors wore. 

The exhibit also compares 
how tales of certain creatures vary 

from culture to culture. In the Chi-
nese culture, dragons are wise and 
powerful, while in European sto-
ries, dragons are symbols of evil 
that must be defeated.    

These are the stories that have 
been passed down from storyteller 
to storyteller, and from culture to 
culture. Mythological creatures 
are found all over the world and 
interesting patterns of similarity 
can show up in the tales of nearby 
cultures as well as from cultures 
hailing from far-flung corners of 
the globe.    

None of the exhibit would be 
possible without cryptozoologists. 
The entire purpose of cryptozool-
ogy is to explore such myths and 
to seek out the fantastic within the 
real world.  

For example, cryptozoolo-
gists have debunked more Bigfoot 
sightings than have been con-
firmed over the years, but they do 
not believe that this fact disproves 
the creature’s possible existence.  
Certain tales are best left to the 
imagination, and sometimes just 
because one creature proves to be 
simply nothing more than a story, it 
does not mean all the creatures will 
be prove to be just fantasy. 

The exhibit will be on display 
at the MOS through March 22 and 
is free with regular Museum ad-
mission.  

hTTP://WWW.sPacescan.org
Boston’s Museum of Science delves into the potential history of fairy tale 
creatures old and new.

By Peter Frisman
Staff Writer

The World Trade Center is current-
ly one of the most idolized inani-
mate objects not associated with a 
religion. The subject of varying 
degrees of memorabilia, it has 
embedded itself into the national 
psyche as a modern treasure of 
American ingenuity and economic 
might that was cruelly wrested 
from the hands of its rightful own-
ers by their sworn enemies. 

In the plethora of commemo-
rative books about the Twin Tow-
ers, most born of yellow journal-
ism and hawked to the grieving, 
nostalgic populace, only a passage 
or two was probably printed about 
Philippe Petit, a French tightrope 
walker who performed on a wire 
suspended between the Towers. 

James Marsh’s documentary, 
Man on Wire, delves further into 
Petit’s story, though his means of 
doing so often parallel the melo-
drama bestowed upon the story of 
the Towers themselves.

Man on Wire ties together 
Petit’s performance with Petit’s 
and the members of his team’s rec-
ollections of the performance, Pe-
tit’s background information, some 
photographs and news footage of 
his accomplishments, and reen-
actments of the walk between the 
Towers done in black and white.

The film lends considerable 
insight into Petit’s background and 

experience with tightrope walking. 
It is most compelling when Petit 
explains the logistics of the art. 
When he explains the set-up for the 
World Trade Center using a model, 
pins, and string, it illustrates the 
steady transition of the walk from 
nothing but a pipe dream to a re-
ality. Petit’s stunt may have cap-
tivated the world, but it stemmed 
from a simple idea and items found 
around the house.

But the film glosses over what 
seemingly should be its humanist 
core. Here is a man whose greatest 
ambition is to accomplish some-
thing that would take less than an 
hour to actually do and could po-
tentially end his life. 

Topics like how Petit must 
have felt to spend years preparing 
for something that might kill him 
in seconds were missing from the 
documentary, leaving viewers dis-
satisfied.

Marsh never quite manages 
to coax from Petit the sense of 
emotional investment in the proj-
ect, only curt sound bites regard-
ing wire walking as a metaphor for 
life that is stereotypically French. 
(Speaking of stereotypical French 
culture, the black-and white reen-
actments, rife with overdramatic 
sound effects and extreme close-
ups, do not exactly help matters). 

Man on Wire does, however, 
touch upon the issue of Petit’s mo-
tivation enough to enable the audi-
ence to gain empathy for his plight. 

To the film’s credit, it is quite dif-
ficult to establish rapport between 
the ordinary viewer and someone 
who is willing to die for his art.

Quite noticeably, the film 
never directly mentions the ulti-
mate fate of the buildings that fa-
cilitated Petit’s rise to fame. The 
film immortalizes the Towers the 
way they were when Petit traversed 
them, celebrating them at their fin-
est moment. 

Perhaps it was best to omit 

mentions of their demise when 
going over specific details of how 
they were broken into by Petit and 
his crew. Details like the use of 
fake identification, as well as the 
concept of security breaches at the 
World Trade Center in general, are 
definitely not compatible with the 
feeling of triumph during Petit’s 
tightrope walk. 

But mainly, the film works 
far better as a slice of life than as a 
complete documentation of it.

Occasionally, excessive pa-
thos and artiness spoil Man on 
Wire, that, with its story alone, 
could easily enthrall viewers by 
using a far simpler method of ex-
position. 

But, it seems unnecessarily 
callous to criticize the excesses of 
the movie, not when the majority 
of it is perfectly engineered to tell 
its fascinating tale.

hTTP://dIgITal.mIca.edu

Petit’s idea to tightrope walk between the Twin Towers originated with a dream and household products.

Fantasy creatures take over the 
Museum of Science

French daredevil performs a 
fascinating feat
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By Kathleen McKendry
Staff Writer

Simmons communications Profes-
sor Bob White debuted his 41st 
animation, Silly Yellow Blue, to 
the world at his Communications 
Media Film Festival on Oct. 31. In 
his usually quirky manner, he dis-
played his knack for creativity and 
expertise in computer animation.

Silly Yellow Blue is a dia-
logue-free animation that follows 
a girl through what seems to be a 
nightmare, while displaying op-
timistic outcomes for the girl to 
take. 

The animation begins with 
the shot of a seemingly peaceful 
village, with the exception of one 
red and yellow four-story bouncing 
house. The house and a forest of 
enormous trees dance to the beat of 
a creepy, circus-like tune, instantly 
creating the feeling of anxiety or 
fear in the viewer.

The next shot follows the an-
imation’s main character, a blond 
girl dressed in blue, as she marches 
toward the dancing house. While 
she is walking, the viewer sees that 
she is followed by what seem to be 
butterflies. The butterflies are ac-
companied by shrill musical tones, 
which suggests to the viewer that 
the flying creatures are not friend-
ly.

This musical choice perfectly 
sets the viewer up for what hap-
pens next–a frontal view of the fly-
ing creatures, which are not butter-
flies, but flying cat-like creations 
with large fangs, which attack the 
girl. She tries to fend them off, but 
fails, and begins her journey into 
another world.

 The girl tumbles down a long, 
dark tunnel, twisting and turn-
ing until she finds herself inside 
the dancing red and yellow house. 
The girl floats and tumbles through 
rooms in the dancing house as it  
bounces in perfect synchronization 
to the beat of the music–a skill that 
White effectively uses to enhance 
the thrill of the scene.

As the girl floats around the 
room, she encounters four danc-
ing, fanged, green blobs. They dive 
around the room and hiss at the 
girl, but she temporarily escapes 
them by running down a twirling 
staircase.

This scene wonderfully dis-
plays White’s animation capabili-
ties. He not only shows the girl de-
scending the stairs, but he does it 
in such a fashion that although the 
girl demonstrates multiple walk-
ing styles, she actually does not 
move. By changing the style of her 
walking and by making the stair-
case twist and move up, the viewer 
can easily understand that the girl 
is walking downstairs without her 
actually having to change her posi-
tion.

At this point, the girl stum-
bles upon five different colored 
doors. She opens each to find five 
more doors, which all hide a dif-
ferent object behind them. She 
discovers different objects such 
as floating orbs and skeletons, but 
settles on the door that has a large 
tricycle.

She rides the tricycle in 
circles around the room to happy-
sounding, bouncy music, which 
again displays White’s knowledge 
of how to effectively tie in silent 
animation and music to make sure 

bob WhITe
Professor Bob White’s main character in Silly Yellow Blue encounters many fearsome creatures throughout her 
journey.

his viewer comprehends what is 
happening in the animation.

This tricycle comes in handy, 
however, as the fanged green blobs 
reappear to chase her through the 
open doorways where she just came 
from, and back through the differ-
ent rooms of the dancing house.

The girl then runs out of the 
house, only to re-encounter the 
green blobs. Encircled by them, she 
looks around in dismay. Suddenly, 
they burst apart to become fairies. 
The girl looks around, relieved.

The animation ends with all 
of the colored doors shutting, while 
the music crescendoes to a major 
note, leaving the viewer with a 
feeling of satisfaction; it seems as 
if the girl’s nightmare has ended 
and she will be OK.

Throughout Silly Yellow Blue, 
White effectively combines his 
animation with music by Nathaniel 
Bradley. By doing this, he is able 
to tell the viewer exactly what they 
should be feeling, whether it is joy 
or fear.

He also successfully dem-
onstrates his extensive knowledge 
of computer animation throughout 
Silly Yellow Blue, by using anima-
tion skills and camera angles that 
effectively illustrate his ideas to 
the viewer without having to be 
completely literal.

Silly Yellow Blue is one of 
White’s many delightful creations, 
and is an animation that can be en-
joyed by all.

White’s quirky animation can be 
enjoyed by all 

Gray’s famous book is still relevant today
other workS By 
Dr. John Gray

What You Feel, You 
Can heal

Men, WoMen, and 
Relationships

MaRs and Venus 
togetheR FoReVeR

MaRs and Venus 
on a date

hoW to get What 
You Want and Want 

What You haVe

WhY MaRs and 
Venus Collide

tRulY MaRs and 
Venus

By Caitlin Mazzola
Staff Writer

The views presented in Dr. John 
Gray’s bestselling book Men Are 
From Mars, Women Are From 
Venus: The Classic Guide to Un-
derstanding the Opposite Sex still 
hold true today. This book not only 
gives tips for understanding mem-
bers of the opposite sex, but it also 
provides theories and statistics 
for understanding the thought and 
emotional processes of the readers’ 
gender, whether male or female. 

This book is useful in pro-
viding insight into any type of re-
lationship, whether it be between a 
husband and wife, two partners, a 
parent and child, an employer and 
employee–basically any type of re-
lationship between two people. 

One of the most impressive 
things about Gray’s works is that 
he writes from experience. In his 
type of work, it is easy for an au-
thor to dive into stereotypes in 
order to elaborate on their points. 
While Gray is guilty of using ste-
reotypes to illustrate some of his 
examples, he is mostly genuine in 
his assertions. According to his 
introduction, Gray was divorced 
once and is now happily married, 
so he understands the pain of un-
successful relationships firsthand. 

He is also an expert in rela-

tionships and communications, as 
well as a certified family therapist 
who talks to troubled couples on a 
daily basis. 

The book is a moderate 
323 pages. Although it may seem 
daunting to readers who want quick 
answers to their relationship prob-
lems, it is well worth reading in its 
entirety to gain an understanding 
of Gray’s beliefs about communi-
cation between the sexes. 

Gray’s approach is to first 
point out that men and women have 
inherent differences that may not 
seem apparent on the surface, but 
are key in understanding commu-
nication between the genders. 

Gray labels women as “Venu-
sians” and men as “Martians,” two 
different species that both woke up 
on Earth and forgot that they were 
from different cultures. They tried 
to adapt to Earth and to each other, 
but eventually ran into problems 
when trying to communicate feel-
ings and issues with each other. 

His approach may sound sil-
ly, stereotypical, or just too far-out 
to be taken seriously, but he does 
make valid points. His labeling is 
arbitrary; it just makes it sound 
less repetitive than if he were to 
just point-blank write about men 
and women. Some readers may 
find it endearing, others may find it 
annoying, but it does not make the 

rest of his work any less valid. 
The most important (and ob-

vious) point Gray makes is that men 
and women deal with their feelings 
differently. Gray attributes this to a 
man’s needs to deal with his prob-
lems alone and a woman’s desire to 
talk about her problems with other 
people. This is a broad generaliza-
tion; not all men and women act the 
way Gray believes they do. How-
ever, he does speak from experi-
ence and observation. While his 
views may not cover every single 
man or woman on the planet, they 
are accurate in many couple co-
nundrums. 

With that in mind, Gray sur-
faces more inherent differences. 
Men like to be alone to work with 
their feelings; women like to talk 
them out. Thus, Gray explains the 
“Mr. Fix-it and the Home Improve-
ment Committee” complex. 

When women want to talk 
about their problems, men tend to 
offer solutions, rather than just lis-
tening, which is what women want. 
Women accuse the confused men 
of “never listening” and men get 
frustrated because when they have 
problems, they do not talk about 
them. Instead, they think of solu-
tions to fix them.

Women tend to offer unsolic-
ited advice, which falls under the 
“Home Improvement Committee” 

category. Men do not want to hear 
advice unless they seek it, because 
on Mars, Martians left each other 
alone and offered advice when it 
was sought. 

Unsolicited advice makes 
men feel criticized; they get frus-
trated and accuse women of judg-
ing them.  The confused and hurt 
woman explains that she was only 
trying to help. Thus, problems and 
grudges arise. 

Gray makes cases for more 
differences and offers advice on 
how to solve problems.  He also 
runs seminars and workshops for 
troubled couples that want to sal-
vage their relationships. 

This book, as well as Gray’s 
other communication-related work, 
is not solely reserved for those in 
relationships. The theories he pro-
vides can help readers become at-
tune to their own personal methods 
of communication. His advice can 
be used in the workplace, in the 
classroom between faculty and 
students, between friends, between 
lovers–basically, in any sort of ex-
change of feelings.  

Cheesy labeling aside, Gray’s 
ideas carry on through the years 
and facilitate communication be-
tween members of both sexes.
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An American in London
“Fancy Dress” required for Oct. 31 

Directions: Fill in the squares 
with numbers one through 
nine. Every three-by-three 
box should include every 
number one through nine 
once, as should every row 

and column. The answers to 
this Sudoku will appear in 

next week’s issue.
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Last Week’s Answers This Week’s Sudoku 

By Sidney Berger, Ph.D.   
ProfeSSor of communicationS

What is the truth?  
Effective, honest communi-

cation often hinges on how believ-
able the speaker or writer is.  Or, 
perhaps more to the point, how 
believable the speaker or writer 
comes across. This little adjust-
ment in words indicates that be-
lievability may trump honesty.  If 
someone comes across as truthful 
but really isn’t, she or he may still 
get your vote.

I concluded that paragraph 
with the key issue in an election 
year:  getting votes.  I could have 
said that someone who listens to a 
speaker who is apparently honest 
may believe the speaker.  But such 
a belief may lead the listener to ac-
tion, like voting for the speaker, 
whose apparent honesty is a sham.

In politics the believability 
of a speaker sometimes holds more 
weight than does the actual truth of 
the speaker’s words.

There is an old joke that the 
phrase “honest politician” is a 
contradiction in terms. Politicians 
can make promises all they want 
before an election.  “No new tax-
es.”  “A chicken in every pot and 
a car in every garage.”  “Relief to 
the poor.”  It’s easy to spout such 
rhetoric.  But coming across with 
the goods is another challenge that 
many presidents are not capable of 
meeting.  

I won’t take any sides here, 
because as a journalist I am sup-
posed to be neutral.  So though I 
can cite examples of less-than-the-
truth pronouncements from many 
politicians, I will stay on a theo-
retical level.

Do politicians actually lie?  
Maybe some do.  Maybe some 
stretch the truth here and there.  
Some do it by inference.  Some do 
it by using statistics that just don’t 

add up.  Some do it by taking their 
opponents’ statements out of con-
text.  

Politician A might say, “I 
drink a lot of water.”  His oppo-
nent can then excerpt that and say, 
“My worthy opponent says that he 
drinks a lot.”  This is an out-of-
context citation that is not really a 
lie, but it certainly does not repre-
sent the truth.

In 1954 Darrell Huff and Ir-
ving Geis published a book called 
How to Lie with Statistics.  I shall 
cite a hypothetical situation.  Con-
gressman A votes for a tax hike for 
his community.  The hike is a tiny 
increase in sales tax for only one 
year—say a half of a percent—
only to cover the cost of some bro-
ken traffic signals in his town.  It 
raises only a few thousand dollars, 
all the traffic lights are fixed, acci-
dents stop happening, hundreds of 
people are made safer, and the tax 
disappears in the following year.  
It’s the only tax hike in the history 
of that town, from any politician.

Politician B says, “Every sin-
gle time a tax hike was on the bal-
lot in my opponent’s town, he voted 
for it.  One hundred percent of the 
time.”  It’s true.  But it doesn’t real-
ly represent the full truth.  In fact, 
even if every person in the town 
was happy to spend the extra few 
dollars a year, the fact remains that 
Congressman A voted 100 percent 
of the time for a tax hike.

And this doesn’t even take 
into account the vast savings to the 
town or the other benefits that ac-
crued to this taxation.  

It’s like saying that  “My op-
ponent has spent thousands of dol-
lars on a lens for a projector,” as if 
this is frivolous spending.  Maybe 
the projector was a necessary com-
ponent for a fabulous teaching 
tool in a local planetarium, with-

out which the museum’s projec-
tor would not work.  Maybe that 
spending was really smart.  Maybe 
thousands or millions of people 
benefitted from it and they all ap-
proved of the outlay.  But it sounds 
frivolous in the mouth of an oppo-
nent who doesn’t give the audience 
the full context of the thing he is 
ridiculing.

Another kind of “lying,” 
which really isn’t lying but is 
nonetheless character defamation, 
is name calling.  Politicians like 
to come up with a handy word or 
phrase with a negative connotation 
and tack it onto their opponents.  
“Tax-and-spend liberal” is one of 
them.  Well, duh!  What does the 
government (under every party) 
do?  They tax and they spend.  
What’s wrong with that?  It’s why 
we pay taxes.  And it’s why we get 
services from the government.

And the word “liberal” has 
even taken on negative connota-
tions in the mouths of conserva-
tives.  Just as “conservative” can 
be used as a serious criticism in 
the mouth of a liberal.  Names and 
little phrases like these are just 
words.  They don’t always carry 
truths in them, but they are spoken 
like serious criticisms.  And people 
get all worked up over them.

“Drill, Baby, Drill” was such 
a phrase.  It got crowds into a froth, 
not realizing the infinitesimal re-
turn that drilling would have and 
the fact that any return at all would 
take a decade or more.  

People react to words emo-
tionally.  They vote emotionally.  
It’s hard enough for us to get the real 
truths out to a populace brought up 
on slogans and brainwashing into a 
party’s platform.

Oh, well.  By the time you 
read this, we will have a new presi-
dent.  They needed me to help them 
with their campaigns.  But I would 
have asked them to speak the truth.  
And they would have had me out 
on my keester in a minute.

James Joyce once called him-
self “a Joyce crying in the wilder-
ness.”  I know how he felt.

By Katie Poole
Staff Writer

Last Friday was Halloween and al-
though it is not celebrated as wide-
ly in England as it is in America, 
there were fliers all over the stu-
dent halls inviting residents to dif-
ferent parties. Many of these were 
“fancy dress” (the Londoners’ term 
for “costume”) parties.

I ended up going to two fan-
cy dress parties last week, and my 
experience was different from any 
American Halloween party I have 
ever been to.  Some parties took 
place in venues with capacities to 
hold 2,000-3,000 people. There 
were foam cannons, free T-shirt 
giveaways, free glow sticks, mul-
tiple rooms with different styles of 
music, and a full bar.

Usually, American Hallow-
een parties are house parties and 
people can only go if they know 
the host or get permission to ac-
company a friend.  They are also a 
lot tamer than the festivities in the 
clubs in England, as I doubt anyone 
would attempt to soak their living 
room with foam or could afford to 
hand out thousands of free T-shirts 
or glow sticks.

In England, however, house 
parties are rare. One British stu-
dent told me it is because all the 
houses are so close together and 
often share walls, which makes it 
difficult to party without getting 
shut down.  

Whether or not that is true, 
all the students I have met flock 
to pubs for drinks and to the clubs 
for late nights. As far as partying 
is concerned, the night of the week 
never matters.

There are student specials at 
the clubs every day of the week.  
For example, the Ministry of 
Sound, a club world-famous for its 
state-of-the-art sound system and 
hot nightlife, has a £5 ($10 U.S. 

Politician A might 
say, “I drink a lot 
of water.” His op-
ponent can then 
excerpt that and 
say, “My worthy 
opponent says 
that he drinks a 
lot.” 

And Then There Was the Word
A column about our language: Looking for an Honest Politician

dollars) student special every Tues-
day night called “Milkshake.”  

“Milkshake” is usually 
themed (such as a fancy dress-
themed party on Halloween week, 
and an American-style high school 
disco on Nov. 4 in honor of the 
elections), and is the place to go if 
one does not have early classes.

No worries, however, if one 
needs to be up before noon on a 
Wednesday–there are plenty of 
other events to attend throughout 
the week; all one has to do is keep 
an eye out for the fliers.  

People slipped over 10 fliers 
under the door of my flat last week 
alone. Most of the fliers advertised 
a full week’s worth of events.  I 
was one of many invited to the 
chocolate fountain party at the 
club Pacha on Tuesday, as well as 
to the Halloween Ball foam party 
at the Coronet Theatre, and about 
20 other events on different nights 
at different venues.  

After attending Simmons for 
two years, living in such a party-
driven culture is shocking to me.  
At first I could not believe that par-
ties were advertised in the student 
halls, or that students could work 
for the clubs, and are paid to pro-
mote the parties, sell tickets, and 
attend the events.  

At this point, I am just in 
shock by how many parties there 
are each night, and at having to ac-
tually decide which one I will be 
going to, if any.

It is a different world for 
students here than at Simmons, 
where the dormitories are quiet 
and peaceful.  Here there is likely 
to be a party at any moment for one 
to join. All anyone has to do is wait 
for the invitation to be slipped un-
der her door, or listen for a knock 
telling the residents to go to some-
one’s room because they are cel-
ebrating her birthday.  

ProvIded by kaTIe Poole
Poole and friends attending a “fancy dress” party in London. 

Join The Voice.

Get Involved.
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Horoscopes

Calendar Listing: November 7 - 13

Friday 11/7 Headscarves Against Hate
Due to recent hate speech, the Simmons Islamic 
Society invites all Simmons women to wear 
headscarves or the color green to support the 
Islamic community.   
Need a Scarf? Contact msa@simmons.edu

PTRC Workshop on CS3 Advanced
A workshop that will build on the class given at 
the basic level.  
Located in P113
1-4 p.m.

Tri Betta Seminar and Induction
A seminar on cholera given by Dr. Matthew 
Waldor professor of medicine and microbiology 
at Harvard Medical School. 
Main Campus
C101
4:30 p.m. 

Saturday 11/8 Carlos Mencia 
The famous comedian Carlos Mencia, known 
for his jokes based on the politics of immigra-
tion, is performing at the Wilbur Theatre.
Wilbur Theatre
Boston, Mass.
7 p.m. 

North End Market Tour
A walking tour of the culinary traditions of 
resturants residing in The North End.  Learn 
cooking secrets, about special ingredients, and 
how to cook authentic Italian food. 
Begins at “La Galleria 33” 
125 Salem St.
Boston, Mass. 

Appetite for Destruction 
A Guns and Roses cover band featuring Lep-
pard Mania, a Def Leppard cover band. Both 
play in the “two hairball weekend” at the Hard 
Rock Cafe.  
The Cavern Club at the Hard Rock Cafe
Boston, Mass.
8 p.m. 

Sunday 11/9 AC/DC 
The 1970s rockband is “Back In Black”  to fol-
low the release of their “Black Ice” CD. 
TD Banknorth Garden. 
Boston, Mass.

Boston Jewish Film Festival: The Woman of 
the Thousand Voices
Hai’isha Shel Elef Ha’kolot a North American 
Premiere, directed by Amram Jacoby. 
Institute of Contemparary Art
Boston, Mass.
11 a.m. 

Goose Bumps! The Science of Fear 
Exploring different types of fear, the names, and 
the adrenaline system. 
Museum of Science
Boston, Mass. 

Monday 11/10 Live Figure Sculpture
View gestures of live models in many short and 
long poses using wires and clay, freeform and 
abstract.  
Stonybrook Fine Arts
Boston, Mass. 
6 p.m. 

Civil Rights to Hip Hop: Movements, Meanings, 
and Messages through Black Popular Music 
Presented by Northeastern’s Emmet G. Price 
Granoff Music Center
Tufts University
Medford, Mass. 
9 a.m.-11p.m. 

Pedal for Prevention
A virtual ride-athon.  Created by Expresso 
Fittness and the American Diabetes Associa-
tion (ADA.)  100 percent of proceeds go to the 
ADA. 
Cambridge, Mass.
7 a.m.

Tuesday 11/11 Rock and Art
A pairing of visual art and music. 
Boston Opera House
Boston, Mass.
7 p.m.

Interrogate This: Psychologists Take on Terror
A showing of Maryanne Galvin’s latest docu-
mentary on psychologists’ role on interrogating 
political detainees. Followed by a discussion by 
Galvin. 
Bill Bordy Theater
Boston, Mass.
6 p.m. 

Mythic Creatures: 
Dragons, Unicorns, and Mermaids
Learn about the celebration, creation, and de-
bunking of popular myths. 
Museum of Science
Boston, Mass. 
9 a.m.-5p.m. 

Wednesday 11/12 Harvard Club Runway Show and Fashion Event
Boston’s most decadant fashion show accompa-
nied by shopping, appetizers, and champagne. 
Harvard Club
Boston, Mass. 
6-9 p.m. 

Tour of the Congregational Library Archive
Guided tour of the library, the building itself, 
and the archives. Reservations suggested. 
Congregational Library and Archive
Boston, Mass.
2-3 p.m. 

Later That Night
A color photograph exhibit by Christian Waeber.  
Dreamy photographs of deserted playgrounds, 
roads, and suburbs of Boston. 
Panopticon Gallery
Boston, Mass. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Thursday 11/13 PTRC Workshop: InDesign 3 for Beginners
Learn how to use InDesign during this work-
shop. 
Academic Campus
P113
9 a.m.-12 p.m.  

School of Management Secret Millionaire 
Margaret Heffernan, professor of practice and 
entrepreneurship, lived in one of Britain’s poor-
est areas for the show.  View the show and join 
the discussion lead by Professor Heffernan. 
451 Marlboro St., Case Room 1
5:30 p.m. 

The Kings of Leon and The Whigs 
Both bands are playing at a show so popular an-
other night had to be added. 
Orpheum Theatre
Boston, Mass. 
7 p.m. 

Life seems to be looking up  this 
week.  The stars have been aligned 
in a way to create mayhem for too 
long. Change is finally coming. 

This week is a great week to 
get your life in line and catch up. 
Take some self time, get some ex-
ercise, have some fun and indulge. 
November is a great month to gath-
er things together and create a bal-
ance in preparation for the winter 
months. 

  Enjoy the positivity that this 
alignment brings because it may 
soon change. The tone of life is ev-
er-changing. Appreciate the good 
things while they are present; live 
in the moment. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Today will be a productive day, but 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Your life may be messy right now, 
but life is messy.  Stop trying so 
hard to reach perfection and learn 
from the moment.  Do yourself a 
favor and be realistic. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
You are stronger than you think.  
Begin to demand respect, and be 
confident in yourself.  You are your 
worst critic. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
You are always the one making 
everyone smile.  But sometimes 
this makes you less attractive; not 
everyone needs a cheerleader.  Re-
spect people’s wishes and under-
stand that, though you are likeable, 
not everyone needs you to add 

some lightness to their lives.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
A new romantic interest will soon 
enter your life.  But until then, real-
ize that mates are not the only thing 
that can make life enjoyable.  Even 
if you are not single right now, it is 
important to remember the impor-
tance of being happy when alone.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
This is personal care time. If you 
do not address the problems at 
hand they will simply grow bigger.  
It is time to take a deep breath and 
face things head-on.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov.22-Dec. 21): 
Time to speak your mind, Sagit-
tarius. Keeping your mouth shut is 

not going to do anyone any good.
 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Time to create a budget. Trust your 
instincts when it comes to shop-
ping; they are usually right.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Step outside of yourself for a little 
while; the best way to learn some-
times is from people around you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
When making an important deci-
sion, information is vital. This is 
the best way to serve yourself and 
others.  

not everything is going to go your 
way. Everything happens for a rea-
son; go with the flow and keep a 
positive attitude.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You 
have a problem with trust, and it is 
currently interfering with the qual-
ity of your relationships.   Not ev-
eryone is dishonest; in fact, there 
are many people currently in your 
life who are deserving of your 
trust.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Stop spending so much time in 
your room.  Geminis need to be 
outside; they thrive on activity and 
sunshine.  
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To the Editor: 

I am writing in regards to the hate crime that happened this week, once again, in our community.   I feel 
a multitude of emotions when I hear about these incidents.  From my understanding the student that was 
threatened is Muslim and that the hateful letter was directed not only at her, but also the Muslim community at 
Simmons.  First, I would like to quote Suheir Hammad, Palestinian poet and activist who in her poem entitled 
“First Writing Since,” written after Sept. 11, 2001, wrote, “one more person assume they know me, or that i 
represent a people. or that a people represent an evil.”  

Sadly, even at Simmons we are not exempt from the ignorance of the world.  Ignorance is a choice, not a 
mandate.  

As a community we need to ask, what are we doing wrong?  What do we need to do in order to educate 
not only our students, but our staff and faculty so that we can communally stand out as a community of con-
sciousness in our mostly indifferent society? 

We need to demand more professors who integrate a race, class, and gender lens in all areas of stud-
ies, throughout the college.  We need programs for not only our first-year students, but for all our students as 
they progress in their studies; programs that would question privileges and inequalities that are so permanent 
and effects so devastating to members of our society.  We need to be encouraged to think critically, critique 
thoughtfully, and question controversially.  We need more forums where members of our community can 
speak their truths which have been silenced for too long when it takes letters of hate to initiate a discussion 
about oppression.

Yours in Struggle,
Leora Rifkin,
Class of 2008

To the Editor:

As a student leader, I try my best to make our community one where 
everyone is welcome. Our community has a group of amazing leaders 
who work for the same, so why aren’t we inclusive? Why do we feel 
necessary to hate? Frankly I hate hate, but that isn’t enough.

Simmons has “zero tolerance” for hate, so why do we still have 
these acts on our campus? What can we do? What can you do? What can 
I do? Help me spread the light of tolerance, acceptance, and inclusion....

“There are only two ways of spreading light–to be the candle or 
the mirror that reflects it.” -Edith Wharton

Quinn Retmier,
Class of 2010

Dear Simmons Community: 

At the start of our term as the Student Government Association Executive Board 2008-2009, we adopted a 
platform of A.C.T.I.O.N, Accountability, Change, Trust, Inclusion, Optimism, NOW! This platform outlined 
our goals for the year as well as mutual expectations of the SGA e-board and each member of the Simmons 
community. It is with great sadness that we are writing to you about recent destructive actions that have 
occurred in our community. In response to this we would like to reissue our platform as it pertains to this 
incident and others like it moving forward.

Accountability–We all need to learn how to talk about issues related to inclusion and diversity and how some 
of us are more vulnerable to hate in our everyday lives. It is our responsibility to be proactive and address 
these issues because if you are receiving this letter, you are involved as a member of the community and must 
hold yourself accountable. If no one you know is talking about this, start the conversation.
Change–We need to change the way we prioritize what is important in our lives. Enthusiasm about diversity 
should last longer than a week. We need to be more creative than those who commit hate crimes and hateful 
acts until we outsmart their motives and destructive ideas.
Trust–These types of incidents take away the security of our community and our ability to trust each other. 
Honesty is the first step to building trust; commit to being honest in everything you do.
Inclusion–There are times in everyone’s lives that they are not included, however, you should be a part of a 
community that embraces differences. Build this accepting community in your own lives and throughout Sim-
mons. Value each individual for what they bring to the community.
Optimism–Even though these acts can discourage us from pushing forward, we must use them to motivate us. 
We need to do something, anything. Silence means consent and inaction suggests collusion.
NOW!

Peace,
SGA, ’08-’09
Like Minds, ’08-’09

Despite having incidents of hate speech on campus last semester, there 
is still nothing in place to rally the community against hate and demand 
action.  No one ever wants disaster to strike, but there should at least be 
an emergency plan in place.  What is our plan?

Simmons public safety put their six-point initiative into action over the 
summer in case an act of violence or other emergency occurs on Sim-
mons’ campus.  This situation is no different.  A plan of action needs to 
be in place for every kind of perpetrator on campus.  

After the Student Government Association (SGA) worked so hard to pass 
a resolution on this matter last semester, it seems like no one acted on the 
resolution’s stipulations.

This, like so many other issues, slipped from the public conversation last 
year.  Now that another incident has occurred, we cannot afford to let it 
happen again.  Letting this slip from our minds will only allow it to hap-
pen again.

At the very least, the whole community needs to be informed about the 
incident.  The immediate e-mail that was sent out to residence students 
should have been sent to the entire community.

The community needs to be informed, and then it needs to take action.  
At this point it is not enough to solely talk about the issues–we need to 
do something.  If the administration will not bring us together, then there 
should be a grassroots movement–starting with the students.

What’s the plan 
against hate?
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By Whitney Stanley
Staff Writer

The Connecticut State Supreme 
Court recently ruled that same-sex 
marriage is constitutional.  The 
revolutionary decision defines the 
previous state civil union law as 
discriminatory. Connecticut is the 
only state to raise the issue of dis-
crimination in regard to statutes 
similar to marriage.  This case 
opens the door for further consid-
eration of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) 
rights on the federal level.

I have to agree with the 
court’s decision. Civil unions 
might be nearly identical to mar-
riage legally, but the term blatantly 
separates same-sex couples from 
having the rights of an opposite-
sex couple.  

Civil unions violate the 
state’s equal protection clause.  
They are also unconstitutional in 
regards to the Fourteenth Amend-
ment.  This federal law establishes 
that “no state . . . shall deny any 
person within its jurisdiction the 
equal protections of law.”  If this 
amendment is truly enforced, the 
eight states with civil union or do-
mestic partnership laws for same-
sex couples would be subject to the 
federal government.   

The Connecticut State Su-
preme Court decision passed on 
Oct. 10.  It went into effect on Oct. 
28.  Connecticut follows Massa-
chusetts and California as one of 
the only three states to legalize 
same-sex marriage.  

California’s status as an 
equal-rights state has been threat-
ened. Proposition 8 of the Nov. 
2008 ballot proposes a ban on gay 
marriage.  Florida and Arizona 
have also enacted a referendum 
concerning this issue on their Nov. 
2008 ballots.

Why is same-sex marriage 
such a debated issue?  People 

would like to think that the United 
States is a land of opportunity and 
freedom, but history has shown 
that this is not the truth.  For be-
ing such a “progressive” country, 
anti-miscegenation laws were not 
repealed in the United States until 
1967.  Abortion was illegal until 
Roe v. Wade in 1973.  This court 
decision continues to be debated.  

Christian fundamentalist 
beliefs against same-sex marriage 
have passed into the political realm 
of this country.  The first amend-
ment of the Constitution clearly 
states, “Congress shall make no 
law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof.”  While everyone 
is entitled to their own religious 
values, they have no place in our 
government.

These same core values are 
what brought the Defense of Mar-
riage Act of 1996 (DOMA) into 
fruition.  This act defines marriage 
as the union between a man and a 
woman.  It also states that individ-
ual states do not have to recognize 
other states’ laws about same-sex 
marriage.  

Take a look at the year of 
this act, 1996.  It was not created 
“back in the old times.”  Congress 
said that this definition of marriage 
has been “understood under fed-
eral law for over 200 years.”  Who 

Same-sex marriage is 
about equality and rights

People would like 
to think that the 
United States is a 
land of opportunity 
and freedom, but 
history has shown 
that this is not the 
truth.

needs a legal basis when you have 
the power to establish laws?

The LGBTQ community 
must hold the status as a suspect-
class as outlined by U.S. v. Car-
olene Products.  A suspect-class is 
one that holds a history of discrim-
ination based on an “immutable 
characteristic” and are therefore 
entitled to closer scrutiny by legal 
courts.  With this classification, 
these unjust laws against same-
sex couples are more likely to be 
deemed unconstitutional.   

While the Connecticut Su-
preme Court decision gives me a 
glimmer of hope, my dreams for 
this country are quickly squelched 
by the bigoted laws of the United 
States government.  

DOMA effectively negates 
any state laws on same-sex mar-
riage.  Overall, same-sex couples 
are denied 1,138 of the federal ben-
efits for married couples including 
social security heterosexual spous-
es have and joint filing for income 
taxes.  

The Netherlands, Belgium, 
Spain, South Africa, Norway, and 
Canada have all legalized same-sex 
marriage on the national level.  The 
world seems to be moving ahead, 
while the United States is trying to 
enact laws to ban a broader defini-
tion of marriage.  

The fact that the federal mar-
riage amendment could even be 
considered, and supported by the 
government is awful.  How does 
that speak to the LGBTQ popula-
tion of the country? 

The sentiments behind anti-
gay legislation and constitutional 
interpretations are what I find most 
upsetting.  It is the subordination 
of millions based on sexual orien-
tation.  At least Connecticut has 
found the flaw in the system.  My 
hope is that the Congress will also, 
see the error of its ways.

By Courtney Anderson
Staff Writer

This past April my father was diag-
nosed with prostate cancer.  It was 
a terrifying experience.  While he 
is now in perfect health and has 
recovered quickly, it has made me 
realize the fallibility of the human 
body and how real cancer is.  Oc-
tober is Breast Cancer Awareness 
month, and though the month is 
over, the issue is still pertinent.

Not only do we need to make 
sure everyone is aware of the dis-
ease, but we also have to ensure 
that we treat our bodies well and 
regularly check ourselves to ensure 
we are healthy and cancer-free.  

Breast cancer is the most 
common form of cancer for women 
in the United States.  It was esti-
mated that approximately 178,480 
women would be diagnosed with 
breast cancer in 2007.  Currently, 
slightly over 2 million women who 
are currently living in this country 
have been treated for breast cancer, 
according to the American Cancer 
Society. Breast cancer is one of 
the leading causes of deaths due to 
cancer in women, second only to 
lung cancer.  

With all of these statistics and 
numbers proving that breast cancer 
is a serious disease among women 
in the United States, we have to 
start being pro-active about keep-
ing our bodies healthy and cancer-
free.  

Women are told throughout 
their lives that regularly checking 
their breasts will significantly raise 
their chances of catching breast 
cancer early, and as a result have a 
higher chance of saving their lives.  

If this is true, why do more women 
not regularly check their breasts? 

I feel that this is a result of 
women not being fully comfort-
able with their bodies.  We have to 
be able to not only detect the physi-
cal changes that occur within our 
breasts, but be able to see the visu-
al changes as well.  Some women 
diagnosed with breast cancer were 
able to detect a change in their 
breast tissue by visually noticing 
something was different.  

While sitting around a table 
one holiday, I had mentioned to the 
women of my family that one of 
the sides of my ribcage was more 
pronounced than the other, and as 
a result changed the way my chest 
appeared.  Every one at the table 
looked at me quizzically, and my 
sister-in-law said, “Jeez, I would 
never have known that.”  To my 
dismay, I was the only one at the 
table who seemed to be aware of 
the details of my chest.

I am not particularly proud 
of my bust, but I am comfortable 
enough with it to know its shape 
and appearance. I can think of a 
number of friends who are so bash-
ful of their bodies that they cannot 
bring themselves to get to know it.  
Knowing your body is important 
for both your physical and mental 
health. Practically no one looks 
like a supermodel or a porn star–so 
stop comparing yourself to Barbie 
and learn to love yourself. It can 
only help you.

The Women’s Center at Sim-
mons recently had a “love your 
body day.” While many of us may 
be cynical about how a day for 
women’s self-esteem could be im-
portant, we need to remain more 
open-minded to the concept.  Truly 
we should all love our bodies, and 
women should celebrate that.  Lov-
ing our bodies is not only good for 
us emotionally, empowering us to 
reach our highest potential, but it is 
also valuable to our health.

Since it is recommended, we 
should all start checking our breasts 
monthly for breast cancer. In addi-
tion, use this as an opportunity to 
appreciate your body for what it is: 
a vessel to carry you throughout 
your life.  Treat it well, value it, and 
learn to love your body.

Love your body, be 
cancer-free

Loving our bod-
ies is not only good 
for us emotionally, 
empowering us to 
reach our highest 
potential, but is 
also valuable to our 
health.

lucIa cordon

Recently the Simmons College Women’s Center held a “Love Your Body 
Day,” which promoted good self-image.  Good self-image is beneficial for 
your mental health, as well as your physical well-being.

LETTErS TO THE EDiTOr
To the Editor:

The first thing I did when I saw the “Please Don’t Walk On The New Grass” signs, sitting on the new grass 
at the Speed Racer Go-Cart and Skateboard Plaza behind the Main College Building, was . . . to WALK ON 
THE GRASS.

We just don’t NEED any more rules. We just don’t need any more DON’Ts. Give the students, faculty, 
and staff something. “Hey! Enjoy the new grass. It won’t be here long anyway. Winter’s coming. Please 
DANCE on the new grass.”

All we get is save money here. Save money there. No raises this year. Broken cookies only at this event. 
(I made that one up, sorry.) Why not Dance on the Confounded Grass?

Bob White
Cheerleading Professor of Communications

investigate rumors. create controversy. see both sides. see shows for free. review movies. 
music. theater. books. capture kodak moments. explore the night life. evaluate student life. 
see your name in print. express yourself. argue your point. go behind the scenes. know be-

fore your neighbors. get the inside scoop. 
meet musicians. actors. politicians. experts. make a difference. fight for your rights. make 
people think. make people laugh. tell a story in pictures. create an image in words. question 

the status quo. keep people on their toes. be part of something larger than yourself. make new 
friends. learn new skills. discover the power of your own voice. edit. lay out. get involved. 

 
join the simmons voice. 

the possibilities are endless.
6 p.m. sundays.

arnold hall living room.
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hannah morroW

Safe Halloween was a success at Simmons

The annual Safe Halloween Party took place on 
Friday, Oct. 31 from 3:30-5:30 p.m.  The event 
was held in the newly renovated Alumnae Hall 
on the Simmons College residence campus.  The 
Simmons Safe Halloween provides a safe and 
fun way for kids to celebrate the holiday.  Mem-
bers of the different residence halls volunteered 
their time and energy to create activities for 
the kids to take part in.  There was a mummy 
wrap-up, a decorate-your-own-cookie station, 
a pin-the-ghost-on-the-gravestone game, face 
painting, and a dance contest.  There was also 
a box for kids to stick their hands into that was 
meant to feel like eyeballs and intestines, as well 
as a pumpkin painting station.  Everyone was 
dressed for the occasion in costumes ranging 
from Spiderman to Hannah Montana. Following 
tradition, Communications Professor Bob White 
came to tell a spooky story to the children.


