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Happy Halloween!

Post-feminism 
re-emerges with 
2008 election

Iron Jawed Angels 
reminds Simmons to vote
By Shannon Brown
Staff Writer

Members of the Simmons commu-
nity were reminded of the strug-
gles many women endured to get 
the 19th Amendment added to the 
Constitution so women could vote 
at the screening of Iron Jawed An-
gels on Tuesday, Oct. 21.

“This film is about two major 
things that are of particular inter-
est to our community,” said Di-
ane Hammer, director of the Sim-
mons Institute for Leadership and 
Change. “The first is, it reminds 
us that we stand on the shoulders 
of the women who came before us. 
And the second is that it’s a pro-

found reminder that we must never 
take the right that we have today 
for granted.”

The event was sponsored by 
the Simmons Institute for Lead-
ership and Change, the Massa-
chusetts Chapter of the National 
Organization for Women, and the 
Big Sister Association of Greater 
Boston.

The film, which starred Hi-
lary Swank as Alice Paul, dem-
onstrated the lengths that many 
women had to go to just for women 
to have the option and the right to 
vote. Hammer explained that after 
seeing the film, it would be diffi-
cult for anyone to not vote. 

“It’s so easy for us to go to our 

voting places and pull a lever and 
vote,” Hammer said. “The women 
who came before us, many lost 
their lives for us to have that right 
today. The most important thing 
this film does is it inspires and re-
minds us to exercise that right. All 
of us, no matter what, must get out 
there and vote. There is no excuse 
for us not to vote.”

Alice Paul was a Quaker who 
grew up on a farm in New Jersey.  
When she went to London to study 
social work, she found a group of 
passionate suffragists who broke 
windows as a political strategy.

Suffrage see page 3

Ashley hAIghT

Scarecrows, skeletons, witches, and mummies lined the streets in Salem, Mass., as part of the town’s Halloween 
celebration. 

Historical film portrays suffragist struggle

By Kelly Bell
Contributing Writer

The Simmons community learned 
about the differing connotations 
of the word “feminism” and how it 
factors into current political cam-
paign tactics in a presentation giv-
en by Assistant Professors Leanne 
Doherty and Suzanne Leonard. 

Doherty, who specializes in 
political science and international 
relations said, “[We] came togeth-
er as two very different scholars, 
myself from a perspective of a 
political scientist who deals with 
institutions and elections . . . and 
Professor Leonard, who does femi-
nist media studies.”

Leonard, an English professor 
with a concentrated interest in the 
media and cinema studies, joined 
Doherty for the discussion entitled 
“Politics and Post Feminism: Un-
derstanding the 2008 Election.”

Doherty discussed the pres-
ent role of women in politics from 
an institutional perspective and 
focused on why women do not run 
for office as often as their male 
counterparts. The first reason she 
gave was that women say they are 
not asked to run by their party or 
the media. 

The second reason was wom-
en’s self-perception of their ability 
to hold office. “Women do not per-
ceive themselves as viable candi-
dates for office. When asked, they 
tend to say, ‘Well, I’m not qualified 
to do that. There’s something bet-
ter that I could be doing.’ They just 
have a very low self-image of what 
it means to be a leader,” Doherty 
said.  

She pointed out that men are 
much more likely to view them-
selves as good candidates for of-
fice, no matter what their qualifica-
tions are. 

Doherty also called attention 
to the public’s willingness to vote 
for a female candidate. The Gal-
lup Poll from February 20, 2007, 
reported that 88 percent of those 
surveyed said they would vote for 
a well-qualified woman nominated 
by their party. This number places 
women fourth on the list, behind 
the 95 percent who would vote for a 
Catholic, the 94 percent who would 

vote for an African American, and 
the 92 percent who would vote for 
a Jewish candidate.  

Willingness to vote for 
women has risen since the polling 
began in 1937, when only 33 per-
cent of those surveyed would have 
voted for a woman. Willingness to 
vote for women peaked in 1999, 
when 92 percent said they would 
vote for a qualified woman, but has 
dropped slightly since. 

Doherty explained that the 
electorate is less willing to vote for 
a female candidate post-Sept. 11 
due to “knowledge of the economy 
and knowledge of security. The 
perception of women being able 
to [handle these situations] has de-
clined since Sept. 11.”

Leonard took a more theo-
retical approach to understanding 
the status of women in the upcom-
ing election. She discussed the 
media’s interpretation of feminism 
and why this election provides an 
“opportune time to think about 
feminism.”

“It’s giving us an opportunity 
to think about what a feminist poli-
tic would look like today.”

PoSt-feMiniSM see page 3

“It’s the Repub-
lican party that’s 
using it [the term 

feminism]. They’re 
using it as a posi-
tive, like ‘Look at 
us, we have Sarah 
Palin on our ticket, 

aren’t we femi-
nist?’”

~ Leanne Doherty,
aSSiStant profeSSor of

poLitiCaL SCienCe anD 
internationaL reLationS
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SGA welcomes constructive criticism
After receiving criticism for the direction of the Student Government As-
sociation (SGA) meeting on Oct. 15, the SGA executive board (e-board) 
allotted time for the organization’s senators to give feedback during the 
Oct. 22 meeting. Senators were asked to define what works and what does 
not work with the current format of SGA and how it is run by this year’s 
e-board. 

Senators said that they appreciated how the agenda allowed them to 
stay on task and leave the meeting on time. They also said that the open-
ness of the forum was a great asset to the community. 

However, senators were vocal about the fact that issues brought to 
SGA have the potential to become deeply personalized, and that in the 
past, some members have been unable to differentiate between the issues 
and the people presenting them. 

Samantha Furbush, the representative for the Class of 2009, said 
that she thinks that some senators choose not to voice their opinions in 
SGA because they are intimidated by a perception that the e-board knows 
best. 

“I feel that sometimes . . . when the e-board voices their opinion, 
there’s a loyalty factor with some of the senators,” she said. 

While some senators disagreed with the idea of effectively gagging 
the e-board during the meeting, Furbush and others said that they felt the 
members of the e-board should be speaking during hot topics only when 
constructive guidance of the conversation was necessary. 

The senators did agree that SGA’s use of Robert’s Rules of Order 
(guidelines for parliamentary procedure) has become difficult to follow. 
Since Simmons SGA only partially uses the rules and has found in the 
past that close adherence to them was too strict and not using them at 
all was too chaotic, the future may find the senators creating “Simmons 
rules” as specific guidelines for how SGA is run at Simmons. 

SimmonS in Brief

Mentalists’ performance leaves 
audience stumped 

Compiled by Meredith Blake. 

Telepathic couple uses math to amaze 
By Whitney Stanley
Staff Writer

A mentalist duo appeared to mysti-
fy audience members during their 
visit to Simmons last week. The 
Evasons used extrasensory percep-
tion (ESP) skills to keep attendees 
in awe.

Students were baffled by the 
ability of mentalists Jeff and Tessa 
Evason, who performed for a small 
audience in Alumnae Hall.

The event was sponsored 
by the Campus Activites Board 
(CAB) and the Residence Housing 
Association (RHA). 

Jeff and Tessa Evason have 
been a duo for nearly 25 years.  
NBC said their performance is “the 
finest act of its kind in the world.”  
In addition, they have appeared on 
Fox, PAX-TV, and the Discovery 
Channel.  They are the recipients 
of various industry entertainment 
awards, including the Siegfried 
and Roy Masters of the Impossible 
(SARMOTI) Award.

The Evasons are based out 
of Baltimore, Md. and Ontario, 
Canada.  They have performed in 
35 countries. Over 45 other col-
leges and universities have invited 

the Evasons to perform at their 
schools.

The couple does not propa-
gate a belief in the paranormal, but 
aims to entertain audiences.  While 
the use of ESP is scientifically in-
explicable, the Merriam-Webster 
dictionary defines it as “perception 
(as in telepathy, clairvoyance, and 
precognition) that involves aware-
ness of information about events 
external to the self not gained 
through the senses and not deduc-
ible from previous experience.”

Jeff acted as the ringleader 
of the performance. He incited en-
thusiasm from the audience with 
fast-paced words and movements.  
Tessa played the role of the men-
talist.

The show began when an 
audience member chose a name 
and number out of her cell phone 
contacts.  Tessa correctly guessed 
the area code, sex, and name of the 
person. 

Next, Jeff asked another au-
dience member to think of a num-
ber.  Right before she was to write 
that number down, Jeff told her to 
change her mind and write a differ-
ent number.  The last number she 
chose was 71.  Meanwhile, Tessa 

wrote down numbers in a Sudoko-
like grid. Upon inspection, the sum 
of any four numbers next to each 
other in the grid equaled 71.

The performance continued 
when Tessa predicted the exact ap-
pearance of an audience member 
in a letter written the morning be-
fore the show.  The letter detailed 
that the woman would be wearing 
a hair clip, a dark gray sweatshirt 
over a light gray T-shirt, navy blue 
sweatpants, and bright green san-
dals with painted toenails. 

The next few acts involved 
more audience interaction. First, 
Tessa rapidly guessed the first and 
last names of several audience 
members.  Then, while blindfolded, 
she correctly identified objects that 
audience members were holding in 
their hands such as identification 
cards, a flashlight, and a necklace.  
She also identified the personal 
significance of each object.

Later, Jeff took an audience 
member’s cell phone while Tessa 
was blindfolded.  Her goal was to 
find the owner of the cell phone.  
After holding the phone, she re-
moved the blindfold and inspected 
the audience.  She asked several 
audience members to stand up, and 

one by one, told them to say that 
the phone belonged to them.  By 
reading their speech and body lan-
guage, she was able to pick out the 
owner of the cell phone. 

The climax of the perfor-
mance involved the connection of 
two audience members with the 
paranormal.  One woman closed 
her eyes on stage.  The other stood 
in the left wing with Tessa.  The 
woman on stage was able to feel 
Tessa poking the shoulders of the 
other person.  

Next, a Polaroid of the audi-
ence member on stage was taken.  
When it developed, the distinct im-
age of an older woman appeared to 
be floating in the background.

Jeff explained the perfor-
mance as “the use of mathematics, 
the power of suggestion, and the 
reading of energies and body lan-
guage.”  He also said that Tessa has 
always possessed a heightened in-
tuition and her abilities are not the 
direct result of training. 

                  
                 

sAmAnThA Furbush

sAmAnThA Furbush

The Simmons Sirens, pictured during Family Weekend, were one of the 
groups that performed at A Capella Fest on Monday, Oct. 28.

Simmons Sirens host A Capella Fest
Brandeis University’s VoiceMale, Wheaton College’s The Blend, and 
the Northeastern University’s Downbeats joined the Simmons Sirens in 
Quadside Café on Oct. 27 for their annual fall A Capella Fest. 

The groups performed old favorites as well as modern tunes. 
“The entire place was packed,” said junior Quinn Retmier. “Everyone 
was having a great time and singing along.”

The Simmons Sirens was created in 1989 and was named after 
the mythological Grecian “sirens” featured in Homer’s Odyssey. They 
usually hold several solo concerts as well as the two major concerts a 
year when they invite other schools to participate. 

The Sirens concerts are usually the most attended events hosted 
by students at the College. Copies of CDs recorded by the group are 
available for purchase in the Simmons College Bookstore. 
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Suffrage
continued from page 1

Paul joined their group and 
broke many windows herself to 
raise public awareness of the suf-
frage movement. 

When she came back to the 
United States, she created the Na-
tional Women’s Party, a suffrage 
activist group, which used similar 
tactics as the British organization. 

Paul and many of her group 
members were arrested for stand-
ing in front of the White House 
with signs denouncing President 
Wilson during World War I. 

While in prison, they held a 

By Robert H. Reid
(C) ap 2008

HERSHEY, Pa. (AP)–Republican 
John McCain and running mate 
Sarah Palin told a Pennsylvania au-
dience Tuesday that “it’s wonderful 
to fool the pundits” and vowed to 
pull out an upset win over Demo-
cratic rival Barack Obama.

“I’m not afraid of the fight, 
I’m ready for it,” said McCain, 
continuing his sharp assault on 
Obama at a noisy rally opening his 
campaign day.

Palin defended the cam-
paign’s harsh attacks on Obama.

“Our opponent is not be-
ing candid with you about his tax 
plans,” said Palin. “It is not mean-
spirited, and it is not negative cam-
paigning to call out someone on 
their record.”

Obama backers waving signs 
briefly interrupted the rally, a move 
Palin dismissed.

“When we get a protest like 
that I’m always tempted to tell 
security, ‘Let them stay, maybe 
they’ll learn a thing or two,’” Palin 
said.

The campaign day was com-
plicated by wintry weather that 
forced the cancellation of an out-
door event in Quakertown. Mc-
Cain headed to North Carolina and 
Florida before the day was over. 
Palin was heading on her own to 
other events in Pennsylvania after 
the rally in Hershey.

Sagging in polls nationally 
and in battleground states, McCain 
worked to light a fire under his sup-
porters.

“Nothing is inevitable, we 
never give up,” he said. “Let’s go 
win this election and get this coun-
try moving again.”

Most polls have shown 
Obama with a lead in the race for 
Pennsylvania’s 21 electoral votes, 
but McCain dismissed those sur-
veys and urged a sprint to the fin-
ish.

“It’s wonderful to be back in 
Pennsylvania,” he said. “It’s won-
derful to fool the pundits because 
we’re going to win the state of 
Pennsylvania.”

Pennsylvania is the only state 
won by Democrat John Kerry in 
2004 where McCain is still mount-
ing a full-scale campaign. Both the 
Republican and Democratic tickets 
are focusing heavily in the closing 
days on a few key battleground 
states, including Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Florida, and Virginia.

McCain continued to label 
Obama a traditional liberal Dem-

McCain says 
he will win

News

ocrat seeking to redistribute the 
wealth.

“Sen. Obama is running to be 
redistributor in chief, I’m running 
to be commander in chief,” said 
McCain. “Sen. Obama is running 
to punish the successful, I’m run-
ning to make everyone success-
ful.”

McCain also returned to the 
theme that he’s the candidate who 
is ready to take office, seasoned by 
a military career and his experience 
as a prisoner of war in Vietnam. He 
brought up their differences over 
the Iraq war. McCain opposes and 
Obama favors a timetable for with-
drawal of U.S. combat troops.

“Have you ever heard the 
word ‘victory’ pass through 
Obama’s lips?” McCain asked 
backers. “My friends, we’re win-
ning in Iraq.”

McCain hammered that mes-
sage later in Fayetteville, N.C., a 
battleground with a big military 
presence, like nearby Fort Bragg.

“We need a president who 
has actually fought for change and 
made it happen,” said McCain, 
warning of a dangerous world that 
he’s best equipped to face. “The 
next president won’t have time to 
get used to the office.”

McCain argued his military 
career and prisoner-of-war back-
ground have shaped his life

“I’ve been tested, Sen. Obama 
has not been tested, I won’t be a 
president who has to be tested,” he 
said. “I’ve fought for you in places 
where defeat meant more than re-
turning to the Senate.”

While Palin has caused some 
headaches for the ticket, she’s pop-
ular with the Republican base and 
she added energy to a rally before 
nearly 10,000 cheering backers.

“You are such a welcoming 
and patriotic state,” Palin said. “I 
know we have many patriots in the 
crowd today.”

Palin also predicted a tight 
election: “It’s going to be a hard-
fought contest and it’s going to 
come down to the wire.”

By Woody Baird and Andrew 
DeMillo
(C) ap 2008

BELLS, Tenn. (AP)–Two white 
supremacists charged with plot-
ting to behead blacks across the 
country and assassinate Sen. Ba-
rack Obama while wearing white 
top hats and tuxes were likely too 
disorganized to carry out the plot, 
authorities said, and their planning 
was riddled with blunders.

Paul Schlesselman, 18, of 
Helena-West Helena, Ark., and 
Daniel Cowart, 20, of Bells are 
accused of dreaming up the plan. 
While authorities say they had 
guns capable of creating carnage, 
documents show they never got 
close to getting off the ground.

Among the blunders: They 
drew attention to themselves by 
etching swastikas on a car with 
sidewalk chalk, only knew each 
other for a month, could not pull 
off a house robbery, and a friend 
ratted them out to authorities.

“Certainly these men have 
some frightening weapons and 
some very frightening plans,” said 
Mark Potok, director of the South-
ern Poverty Law Center, who stud-
ies the white supremacy movement. 
“But with the part about wearing 
top hats . . . it gets a bit hard to take 
them seriously.”

Despite making sure the plot 
was stopped, authorities did not be-
lieve Cowart and Schlesselman had 
the means to carry out their threat 
to assassinate Obama, said a fed-
eral law enforcement official who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
because he was not authorized to 
discuss the case publicly.

Asked whether the two sus-
pects had Obama’s schedule or 
plans to kill him at a specific time 
or place, a second law enforce-
ment official who also was not au-
thorized to speak publicly said, “I 
don’t think they had that level of 
detail.”

The two met online about a 
month ago, introduced by a friend 
and bound by a mutual belief in 
white supremacy, according to 
an affidavit written by a Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, 
and Explosives agent who inter-
viewed them. Together, they chat-
ted about how they could carry out 
such a terroristic spree, officials 
said. Schlesselman volunteered a 
sawed-off shotgun that would be 
“easier to manuever,” and also took 
a gun from his father, according to 
an affidavit.

The plot referenced two num-

bers important to skinhead culture 
by aiming to take the lives of 88 
people, and 14 of them would be 
beheaded. The number 14 refers 
to a 14-word phrase attributed to 
an imprisoned white supremacist: 
“We must secure the existence of 
our people and a future for white 
children,” and to the eighth letter 
of the alphabet, H. Two “8’’s or 
“H’’s stand for “Heil Hitler.”

But that may have been as 
detailed as it got. Last week, Cow-
art drove to pick up Schlesselman 
from his Arkansas home so the plot 
could begin, according to the affi-
davit. They decided to start with a 
house robbery, and asked a friend 
to drive them. But when they got to 
the driveway, they saw a dog and 
two vehicles, and got spooked.

Armed with ski masks and 
nylon rope they purchased at a Wal-
Mart, they tried again the next day 
to get started. Authorities say they 
decided to fire on the windows of 
a church, then bragged about it to 
a friend. She told her mother, who 
alerted the local sheriff. Investiga-
tors were able to trace the shell cas-
ings to the pair, and took them into 
custody after spotting their car, 
decorated with chalk-drawn swas-
tikas and racially motivated words, 
along with the numbers “88” and 
“14.”

Schlesselman’s family said 
Tuesday that it was unlikely he was 
seriously planning an attack, even 
though he expressed hatred for 

blacks. A high school dropout who 
was unsuccessful finding work, he 
often spent time on the computer, 
his 16-year-old sister, Kayla said. 
She said she often argued with 
him about his racial beliefs, and 
he would say things like “Obama 
would make the world suffer.”

He hated his tiny Delta home-
town of Helena-West Helena be-
cause it was predominantly black, 
she said.

“He just believes that he’s the 
master race,” she said. “He would 
just say things like ‘white power’ 
and ‘Sieg Heil’ and ‘Heil Hitler.’”

His father, Mike, also doubt-
ed the plot was serious. “I think it’s 
just a lot of talk. He would never do 
something like this,” he said.

Cowart worked at a grocery 
store in Bells for about a year, ac-
cording to Scotty Runions, 54, 
who supervised him. Runions said 
Cowart was preoccupied with com-
puters and bagged groceries at the 
store until about May 2007, before 
moving to Texas.

“The guy I saw on TV last 
night was not the same person 
that I knew, and I saw him about a 
month ago,” Runions said. “This is 
something he’s created in the past 
month–that’s not the young man 
that we know.”

The Southern Poverty Law 
Center traced Cowart to the Su-
preme White Alliance, a skinhead 
hate group organized this spring 
that describes itself on its Web site 
as a “Club based on Racial beliefs. 
and for those of you who don’t 
know what that means, we are in 
fact Racist’s.”

But the link does not appear 
strong, and the group apparently 
kicked him out earlier this year. A 
post on the alliance’s Web site ac-
cused the law center of lying about 
the extent of its connection with 
Cowart, but acknowledged that 
“one of the two young men was in 
fact a probate earlier this year but 
was ousted.”

The group’s leader on Tues-
day condemned the plot and denied 
that Cowart had been a part of his 
“club,” but nevertheless said he 
was resigning as its president be-
cause of negative publicity the case 
generated.

“We don’t go out and start 
trouble. We are more like a social 
club. We just hang out,” Steve Ed-
wards of Central City, Ky., told the 
Associated Press.

hunger strike and were forcibly fed 
so they could not become martyrs. 
Once the newspapers discovered 
that the women were tortured in 
prison, people demanded their re-
leases. Paul carried this energy 
over into the government. In 1920, 
the 19th Amendment passed by 
one vote, giving women the right 
to vote. 

Of the organizations that co-
sponsored the event, Hammer said, 
“These are two amazing organiza-
tions in our community that basi-
cally care deeply about the women 
and girls in our city and they are 
dedicated to making sure that 
women and girls are powerful par-
ticipants in our cities.”

Plot to kill Obama 
and others foiled

The main reason that Stacie 
Hargis, vice president of Action for 
the Massachusetts Chapter of the 
National Organization for Women, 
said she wanted to help present the 
film at Simmons is the correlation 
it has with the upcoming election. 

“It is a great reminder for 
us to use our voice and vote,” she 
said. 

Hargis said she hopes that 
people want to get involved after 
seeing the film. She added that she 
started getting involved after she 
saw the film in college.

“It is important to keep in 
mind that there is a lot of work that 
has been done, and there is a lot left 
here to do.”

PoSt-feMiniSM
continued from page 1

It’s a really complicated concept,” 
she said. “I think it’s really inter-
esting that the word [feminism] is 
re-emerging.”

 Leonard described the coun-
try as being in a state of post-femi-
nism and said that people are start-
ing to talk about what it means to 
call someone a feminist today. 

“The word ‘feminism’ has 
re-emerged in all sorts of places 
because of the election.  It’s be-
ing used in all kinds of contexts. 
A debate is forming about what it 
means to call oneself a feminist,” 

reAdWrITenoW.Wordpress.com

An attempt by white supremacists to 
kill Sen. Obama was foiled. 

she said.
Leonard also highlighted 

what she called, “a post-feminist 
use of feminism in contemporary 
dialogue.” 

 “No one knows what femi-
nism is anymore and it can be al-
most anything,” she said.

In reference to the current 
elections, Doherty said, “It’s the 
Republican party that’s using it 
[the term feminism] now, when it 
was always thought to be a really 
negative word. They’re using it as a 
positive, like ‘Look at us, we have 
Sarah Palin on our ticket, aren’t we 
feminist?’”

Rock
the

Vote.
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newS
Pakistan uses tribal militias in war against Taliban

The Pakistani government has been fighting the Taliban in histori-
cally tribal areas of the country for two months, and in an effort to 
please the tribal people, the tribal militias, or lashkars, have be-
come essential forces for the cause. Unfortunately, the lashkars’ re-
sults have been disheartening.  The lashkars and other people living 
in the tribal areas near the Afghani border traditionally do not favor 
involvement with the Pakistani government, but their lack of signifi-
cant success is not a promising sign.  The tribesmen are usually armed 
with outdated and undependable weaponry against a well-organized 
and well-armed Taliban. The Pakistani government may have to be-
come more involved in the fight against the militants in these areas. 
This could anger some tribesmen, but appeal to others who have felt 
abandoned by Pakistan’s patchy support in this region. The lashkars 
act independently from the Pakistani army and it is sometimes dif-
ficult to keep that distinction clear while fighting for the same cause. 

Tensions heighten between Brazil and Paraguay

The relationship between Brazil and Paraguay reached new levels of ten-
sion after Brazilian troops occupied the “Friendship Bridge” between 
the two countries. Paraguayan people are particularly sensitive to Bra-
zilian military action due to a recent history of violence and war waged 
by their northeastern neighbor.  Brazilian diplomats are crediting the 
recent increase in violence to the history of “illicit behavior” in the bor-
der areas between Paraguay and Brazil. In retaliation, the Paraguayan 
peasants said that corrupt Brazilian farmers have illegally occupied 
their land for decades. The Paraguayan president, Fernando Lugo, has 
instructed the peasants to invade any illegal Brazilian farms on Para-
guayan territory.  Negotiation contracts are in the works between Lugo 
and Brazil that will hopefully give Paraguay better standing in the bitter 
relationships between the two countries. The contracts specifically relate 
to the hydroelectric plant that the two nations share along their border. 

Peace protesters in Zimbabwe retained in jail

Two well-known peace protesters in Zimbabwe are being held in 
prison due to the postponement of their bail hearings. Jenni Wil-
liams and Magodonga Mahlangu were protesting in favor of the re-
cent power sharing agreement and for food for the masses in a time 
of widespread starvation fueled by an economic depression. The 
two have been arrested on multiple occasions, and their latest ar-
rest is a sign that President Robert Mugabe is becoming increasingly 
tough on vocal and idealistic protestors. Mugabe has still failed to 
follow up on his power sharing promise. The Prime Minister Mor-
gan Tsvangirai requested a passport over a month ago in order to at-
tend a regional meeting of African leaders, but Mugabe refused to 
oblige and Tsvangirai was unable to attend. Their group has called 
them “so terrified of its own people that it has to imprison them.” 

North Korea suffers severe food shortage

Millions of people in North Korea are facing food deprivations and 
the food shortage is expected to reach over one and a half million tons. 
More than three quarters of all families are eating only two meals a 
day. There was hope that the harvest would be plentiful, but North 
Korea suffered severe flooding in 2006 and 2007.  The lower classes 
are suffering the most. The military class and elite are eating well, 
while the rest of the population is starving. The World Food Program, 
which originally reached out to 1.9 million Koreans, now extends to 6.5 
million people. The North Korean government, which was originally 
hesitant about the program, is now more open, allowing the agency to 
monitor the administration of food and supplies. Other aspects of gov-
ernment authority include increased regulation, and government per-
mission is now required for citizens to have a cell phone or computer. 

U.S. sends aid to Lebanese military

After years of decrepitude, the Lebanese military is accepting Ameri-
can aid in order to resupply and stabilize the Lebanese state. The United 
States hopes to provide a stable alternative to the Shiite militant group 
Hezbollah, which controls southern Lebanon. The United States is con-
fident that rebuilding the Lebanese military is key to helping the Leba-
nese government become the only legitimate government in the coun-
try. The government must gain experience and trustworthiness within 
the Lebanese community, which now views them as more of a puppet 
government compared to the experienced Hezbollah. The U.S. govern-
ment has been happy to hear that almost none of the weapons and aid 
have ended up in Hezbollah’s hands, showing that the Lebanese gov-
ernment is resistant to the corruption that runs rampant in Hezbollah. 

Information from www.nytimes.com and compiled by Maria Costigan.

By David Stringer
(C) ap 2008

LONDON (AP)–British Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown called on 
China and oil-rich Gulf states to 
bolster the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) as more countries 
rocked by the global economic 
downturn seek help, saying Tues-
day that those with the greatest 
surpluses should do more.

The British leader, who has 
been at the forefront of efforts to 
combat the global financial melt-
down, said the IMF needs “sub-
stantially” more than the current 
$250 billion set aside for strug-
gling nations. The IMF’s executive 
board is expected soon to consider 
ways to streamline its emergency 
loan programs as it braces for a 
stream of petitions.

In the past few weeks alone, 
Iceland, Pakistan, Hungary,  and 
the Ukraine have all sought help 
from the IMF, long known as the 
last resort option.

Brown’s office said the Brit-
ish premier will discuss exactly 
how much more money he believes 
should be pledged during upcom-
ing talks with fellow world lead-
ers.

“We must act now, we must 
set up the fund as quickly as pos-
sible,” Brown told reporters in 
London.

Brown said he will travel to 

the Gulf region Saturday to discuss 
the plan and speak by phone with 
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao later 
this week.

Brown said he was not ruling 
out an additional contribution from 
Britain, which itself is struggling 
under the global financial melt-
down, but indicated other countries 
would need to take the lead.

It will be “the countries that 
have got substantial reserves, the 
oil rich countries and others, who 
are going to be the biggest contrib-
utors to this fund,” he said.

“China also has very sub-
stantial reserves. There are a num-
ber of countries that actually can 
do quite a lot in the immediate 
future to make sure that the inter-
national community has sufficient 
resources to support countries that 
get themselves into difficulties,” he 
said.

A man who answered the 
after-hours phone of the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry said there were 
no immediate reactions to Brown’s 
remarks.

Speaking in Berlin, Bahrain’s 
King Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa said 
that “we would like to play a part 
in (working on) an international fi-
nancial system, a new system.”

Brown said that a larger IMF 
fund was necessary following prob-
lems suffered by Hungary, whose 
currency–the forint–has plunged 
against the euro and the U.S. dol-

lar, and the Budapest Stock Ex-
change’s benchmark BUX reached 
its lowest point in four years.

Brown said it was clear that a 
$250 billion fund is no longer ad-
equate, particularly amid efforts to 
stop financial turbulence spreading 
across mid-sized economies, in-
cluding several eastern European 
nations.

“This may not be enough. It 
is becoming increasingly clear to 
me that we cannot delay and that 
we now need substantial additional 
resources,” Brown said.

Brown will begin a four-day 
trip to the Gulf Saturday, to visit 
leaders of Saudi Arabia, Qatar and 
the United Arab Emirates.

His suggestion also comes 
ahead of talks in Paris later Tues-
day with French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy, in London on Thursday 
with German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, and two major meetings 
with fellow world leaders–an emer-
gency European Council session on 
Nov. 7 and an international summit 
in the United States on Nov. 15.

“I believe it is possible in a 
very short period of time to cre-
ate an international fund that is 
strong enough to withstand these 
difficulties,” Brown said. “It is in 
every nation’s interest and in the 
interests of hardworking families 
in our country and every country 
that financial contagion does not 
spread.”

Prime Minister Brown calls for new 
International Monetary Fund

By Robert H. Reid
(C) ap 2008

BAGHDAD (AP)–The deadly U.S. 
raid into Syria may complicate 
efforts to win approval for a new 
U.S.-Iraqi security deal by draw-
ing attention to a fact many Iraqis 
detest–that they cannot control ev-
erything American forces might 
do.

Iraq’s government offered its 
first official criticism of the raid on 
Tuesday, two days after Syrian of-
ficials say U.S. troops and helicop-
ters swooped into Syrian territory 
close to the Iraqi border, killing 
eight people.

The U.S. command in Bagh-
dad would not comment, but a U.S. 
military official said American 
special forces targeted the network 
that smuggles fighters and weap-
ons into Iraq. The official spoke 
on condition of anonymity because 
the raid was classified.

In a sign of how sensitive 
such attacks can be for Iraq’s gov-
ernment, Syria summoned the top 
Iraqi diplomat in Damascus and 
demanded that Iraq “shoulder its 
responsibilities” and prevent the 
use of Iraqi territory “for aggres-
sion against Syria.”

On Tuesday, Iraqi govern-
ment spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh 
said the government “rejects” the 
raid but urged Syria to crack down 
on what he said are “organizations” 
on its territory that are trying to 
hurt Iraq.

A U.S. military official said 
the target was a network that 
smuggles fighters and weapons 
into Iraq.

That strikes at the heart of 
Iraqi criticism over the security 
agreement–that Iraqis cannot take 
control of their own country so 
long as big U.S. military forces re-
main on their soil.

The raid could also encourage 

Syria and Iran to step up pressure 
on Iraqi lawmakers to reject the 
deal. Parliament must approve the 
measure before the U.N. mandate 
expires Dec. 31, and Iraqi Shiite 
lawmakers have expressed doubts 
the current version would pass.

“It will be used against the 
agreement and will give the Irani-
ans reason to increase their interfer-
ence here against the agreement,” 
Kurdish lawmaker Mahmoud Oth-
man predicted.

“Now neighboring countries 
have a good reason to be concerned 
about the continued U.S. presence 
in Iraq,” he said.

The Iraqi government has 
so far issued no formal statement 
about the raid, but the chief spokes-
man Ali al-Dabbagh noted that the 
reported target was a center of “an-
ti-Iraq terrorist activity.”

But another lawmaker–this 
one a prominent Shiite who has not 
taken a public stand on the deal–
said the raid would hurt the secu-
rity agreement’s chances of ap-
proval because it sends “a message 
that Iraq is not in control of its own 
affairs.” He spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the issues are 
sensitive.

The proposed deal would al-
low American troops to stay in Iraq 
through 2011 to help build up Iraq’s 
own forces and fight the remaining 
al-Qaida militants and Shiite ex-
tremists.

But critics inside Iraq be-
lieve the agreement would tie Iraq 
to American political and military 
policies in the region. That could 
harm Iraq’s efforts to build good 
relations with neighbors like Syr-
ia and Iran–who are not on good 
terms with Washington.

U.S. officials insist the agree-
ment respects Iraqi sovereignty.

But critics maintain that there 
is no way that Iraq will be anything 
but a junior partner. That is not an 

image Iraqis relish, even though 
many privately hope U.S. troops 
will stay here until Iraq’s own se-
curity forces can maintain order.

On the other hand, the se-
curity agreement could help curb 
U.S. actions such as the Sunday 
raid. The draft agreement rules 
out the use of Iraqi territory as a 
base for U.S. aggression against 
other countries. Iraq insisted on 
such language to assure Iran that 
it would not assist any U.S. attack 
against Iran’s nuclear facilities.

Also, the agreement would 
require the U.S. to coordinate mili-
tary operations with a joint U.S.-
Iraqi commission, giving Iraq the 
chance to raise objections before 
U.S. raids.

Regardless, opponents of 
the deal are likely to see the U.S. 
raid on Syria as reinforcing their 
view that Iraq would be powerless 
to prevent the United States from 
military action. For many Iraqis, 
the feeling  that they run their own 
country means more than the deal’s 
fine print.

Complicating the situation is 
the complexity of Iraq’s relations 
with Syria. When Saddam Hussein 
was in power, the two countries 
were ruled by rival wings of the 
Baath party.

Many former Saddam loyal-
ists fled to Syria after the U.S.-led 
invasion of 2003, and U.S. officials 
believe the country serves as a base 
for Sunni extremists to smuggle 
weapons and fighters to Iraq.

But relations between Iraq 
and Syria have improved somewhat, 
and earlier this month the Syrians 
sent an ambassador to Baghdad for 
the first time since the 1980s.

“We’re trying to contain the 
fallout from the incident,” a senior 
Iraqi Foreign Ministry official, La-
bid Abbawi, told the Associated 
Press. “It is regrettable and we are 
sorry it happened.”

Raid into Syria complicates Iraq’s ties
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Volleyball
  at Rivier/Lasell TBA    Nov. 1
GNAC Quarterfinals Nov. 4

GNAC Semifinals
Nov. 6

Soccer
GNAC Quarterfinals

Nov. 2
GNAC Semifinals

Nov. 5

  Field Hockey
 NAC Semifinals 

Nov. 1

Shark Sightings

cArley cAldAs

Yoga strengthens muscles that are commonly weak.

Yoga helps prevent injury and 
improve the mind
By Kate Clavet
Staff Writer

Yoga is not the first thing one 
would picture a 250-pound football 
or rugby player doing on a daily 
basis. However, yoga has proven to 
be very beneficial to athletes.  

It was once said that before 
performing any strenuous exer-
cise, a person should stretch each 
muscle for at least 30 seconds to 
warm up and ensure they are loose 
and ready for movement.

 More recently the MyPyra-
mid Web site has suggested to 
those looking to get fit that a per-
son should first warm up with car-
dio for at least 10 minutes, then 
stretch, and finally exercise. 

 A few minutes of stretch-
ing does not strengthen muscles 
that are not targeted during regular 
stretches.  

 Yoga, when performed 
correctly and with the right poses, 
can target muscles that are of-
ten weak for many people, and 
strengthen them with the intent to 
prevent injury in mind. 

 Wrists, ankles, knees, feet, 
and necks are most commonly 
weak in athletes due to repeated 
injury or lack of muscle strength-
ening. Another reason why injuries 
occur is unresolved tension in those 
same areas; tension makes muscles 

vulnerable to injury.  
There are many yoga posi-

tions that can be beneficial to an 
athlete. Bikram yoga is great for 
athletes because it stretches the 
muscles and tendons in a hot set-
ting which makes the muscles 
loose and flexible, and therefore 
less susceptible to injury. 

The breathing training that is 
taught during yoga classes teaches 
athletes to learn the correct way 
to breathe. This increases power 
because oxygen is getting to the 
blood and muscles in a more effi-
cient way.

Though Bikram can be ben-
eficial to athletes, Hatha yoga has 
many poses that strengthen the 
body. According to Cyndi Lee of 
OM yoga studios in New York City, 
the following Hatha Yoga poses are 
helpful. 

For the neck and upper body 
the simple seated twist and the 
knees, chin, chest pose are benefi-
cial. 

A simple seated twist targets 
the back, neck, and shoulder mus-
cles while increasing flexibility in 
the hip joints and lower back. The 
knees, chest, chin pose strengthens 
the upper body and creates flex-
ibility. 

To aid the wrists, the hands 
and knees pose and the staff 
pose are great for strengthening 

wrists. The hands and knees pose  
strengthens the arms and wrists; 
a lot of yoga poses focus on the 
wrists, which often have weak 
muscles. The  plank pose also 
strengthens wrists.  

The swan dive forward, eagle 
arms, fish pose, and step back into 
a lunge, aid the back and lower half 
of the body. Eagle arms releases 
tension in the upper shoulders and 
back.  

The plow pose strengthens 
the entire back of the body.  The 
fish pose removes stiffness in the 
neck and back and improves circu-
lation. 

The standing forward bend 
stretches the hamstrings. The swan 
dive forward also stretches the 
hamstrings. 

The head to knee pose also 
strengthens hamstrings and hips. 
Step back to a lunge creates flex-
ibility in hips.  

The warrior pose relieves 
tension in the shoulders and back. 
The tabletop pose strengthens 
hips, wrists, and arms. 

Yoga is a great way to work 
muscles not often used on a daily 
basis or through regular workouts. 

Yoga cannot replace regular 
conditioning for fitness enthusiasts 
or athletes. When practiced on a 
regular basis and integrated with 
a regular training and condition-

ing regimen, however, these poses 
could contribute to injury preven-
tion.  

“It just feels better to inhabit 
a looser, freer body than a con-
tracted, tight, bound-up one,” said 
Christina Brown, author of The 
Yoga Bible. “The human body was 
designed to move freely. By inte-
grating all the parts that make up 

the whole self, practitioners often 
have a sense of standing taller and 
feeling freer.”  

Simmons offers yoga classes 
through the Lifelong Exercise and 
Activities (LEAP) program. Open 
to all students of the Colleges of 
the Fenway, the classes are held 
during the week at varying times. 
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Influenza virus to be more
severe this year
By Melissa Palardy
Staff Writer

Cold and flu season is just around 
the corner, and experts agree that 
a severe influenza epidemic is ex-
pected, according to NBC.  The 
influenza virus is a serious illness 
that can cause severe complica-
tions if left untreated.  

Six manufacturers have be-
gun shipping the vaccines for this 
year’s immunizations, according to 
the Mayo Clinic Web site.  It takes 
up to two weeks to build immunity 
to the infection, so it is best to be 
vaccinated in early fall, before the 
flu season worsens.  

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) has officially ap-
proved the 2008-’09 flu vaccine, 
and most health centers are now 
distributing it.  

Students are at a high risk of 
catching the virus and are urged to 
get vaccinated as soon as possible.  

“Students especially need 
to be vaccinated because of their 
close proximity to other students 
in residence halls and classrooms,” 
said Ahmad Hakemi, associate 
professor in the physician assis-
tant program at the University of 
Michigan.  

“The strain of the virus can 
reach up to 100 feet, which can 
spread easily throughout a whole 
classroom or one door if an infect-
ed student touches them,” Hakemi 
said.  

The vaccine is 67-85 percent 
effective in protecting against all 
cases of the influenza virus and is 
good for up to one year. 

According to Robert Bazil, 

chief science correspondent for 
NBC News, the influenza virus 
kills more than 36,000 Americans 
each year–nearly the same death 
count caused by automobile acci-
dents.  

“There are indications that 
this year’s death toll will be far 
higher than average,” Bazil said.  
“The type of virus circulating this 
season causes more deaths and 
hospitalizations than other strains. 
Already this year it has killed thou-
sands in other parts of the world.” 

More flu cases have been 
reported earlier in the year in the 
United States, according to Bazil.  
Texas and Colorado have had the 
most cases, but others are appear-
ing in almost every state which 
could likely lead to a nationwide 
epidemic, he said.

 Experts are not expecting a 
shortage of the vaccine, as opposed 
to previous years.  “The companies 
that make the vaccine are produc-
ing more this year,” said Robert 
Graham, medical director of the 
Central Michigan District Health 
Department.  

In some cases, people who 
get the flu shot can still get the flu, 
but they will most likely get a much 
less severe case and have a much 
lower risk of having complications 
such as pneumonia, heart attack, 
stroke, or even death.  

The vaccine is also available 
in a nasal spray, but according to 
WebMD, it is only 30-60 percent 
effective against the virus.  There 
are other ways, besides the vac-
cine, to prevent against the virus. 

*Wash your hands thoroughly and 
often with soap and water.
*Avoid touching your eyes and 
mouth whenever possible.
*Cover your nose and mouth when 
sneezing or coughing.
*Avoid crowds when you know the 
flu is going around in your area.

Experts strongly recommend 
that everyone gets vaccinated this 
year. Getting the vaccination less-
ens the chances of spreading the 
disease to young children and the 
elderly, who are more susceptible 
to extreme illness as a result of the 
flu.  

The influenza vaccine is now 
available at the Simmons Health 
Center to all students.  Call 617-
521-1002.

By Amanda Gross
Staff Writer

Signs are almost everywhere, but 
few people actually know why 
washing their hands is important.

 Hand washing reduces the 
spread of bacteria and viruses 
that cause infection, according to 
Dr. Kay Petersen, who has been a 
physician at the Simmons Health 
Center for 21 years and an inter-
nal medicine doctor at Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center.

The common cold, the most 
frequently occurring illness on 
college campuses, can be prevent-
ed through hand washing, Petersen 
said.

“In washing your hands, you 
interrupt the transmission of the 

virus from person to person,” she 
said.

Though many people know 
that colds can be contracted when 
the virus enters the body through 
the mouth,  the virus can also enter 
through the nose and eyes, accord-
ing to Petersen. 

“If you pick up the virus 
on your hand, and then eat food, 
scratch your nose, touch your 
mouth, or rub your eyes, you in-
oculate the virus to yourself that 
way,” she said.  

Routine hand washing is 
critical because people often touch 
their faces throughout the day, she 
said. 

The common cold is not the 
only virus that can be contracted 
through unclean hands. Staph in-

fections, norovirus, and gastro-
enteritis, or the stomach flu, are 
other such illnesses. Many believe 
influenza is also spread through 
unclean contact, which is not true. 
It is spread through inhalation.

“If someone with the flu vi-
rus sneezes or coughs and another 
person inhales that air in, the virus 
is spread to them,” Petersen said. 

While no one knows where 
exactly colds come from, the 
causes of the viruses gastroenteri-
tis and norovirus are known. The 
viruses, with symptoms of nausea, 
vomiting, and diarrhea, are spread 
through feces and inadequate hand 
washing after using the toilet, Pe-
tersen said. 

The viruses, like the com-
mon cold, are spread from person 
to person through eyes, nose, and 
mouth, which is why hand washing 
after using the bathroom is critical, 
Petersen said.

Petersen says that cases of 
gastroenteritis and norovirus are 
common in many colleges and 
communities. The illnesses are di-
agnosed all the time at Simmons, 
she says. 

Norovirus, the more conta-
gious and intense version of gastro-
enteritis, has affected the Simmons 

Hand washing can prevent the 
common cold

AmAndA gross
Hand washing signs are posted throughout Simmons as a reminder for students to stay healthy.

AmAndA gross
Students should wash their hands to prevent the spread of germs. 

community several times, accord-
ing to Petersen. Though it is highly 
contagious, the Health Center staff 
has never contracted it in treating 
students, she said. 

Healthcare professionals are 
taught to scrub hands with soap 
and water for 15-30 seconds, Pe-
tersen said; singing the alphabet 
song while washing is a good way 
to measure the time. 

Kaitlin Faticoni, a resident 
adviser in Simmons Hall, practices 
her own methods of hand washing 
and makes sure her residents do, 
too.

“I use warm water, soap, and 
sing the “happy birthday” song in 
my head to make sure I do it for 
long enough,” she said. 

Faticoni stresses the impor-
tance of all students practicing 
adequate hand washing methods. 
In addition to posting signs in her 
floor’s bathroom, she discusses 
hand washing at weekly meetings 
with the residents of her floor. 

“I tell them why it’s harmful 
to others if they don’t and how it’s 
just not courteous to others,” Fati-
coni said.

Faticoni’s residents have not 
had a huge problem washing their 
hands because she has been stress-

ing its importance from the begin-
ning of the semester, she said.

“It’s not nice, it’s gross,” she 
said. “You’re getting everyone else 
sick because you can’t take the 20 
seconds to wash your hands.”

When pressed for time, Pe-
tersen says alcohol-based hand 
sanitizers are a perfectly accept-
able alternative. They get your 
hands cleaner faster, according to 
Petersen.

Hand sanitizers also give 
hands a break from the drying ef-
fects of soap and water that can 
cause painful cracks in the skin. 
These cracks are additional places 
for bacteria to enter and cause in-
fection, Petersen said.

“I would recommend that 
people carry a little bottle [of hand 
sanitizer] around in their purses or 
backpacks,” Petersen said.

Although head colds and ill-
nesses tend to occur more often in 
the winter months, frequent hand 
washing all year round can help 
prevent illness, according to Pe-
tersen.

“It’s good to just make a habit 
out of hand washing,” she said.
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By Beth Cortez-Neavel
Contributing Writer

The first year of college is syn-
onymous with a new lifestyle, a 
new roommate, and a new way of 
thinking. The first year also ush-
ers in a new way of writing papers.  
Here are some tips on how to get 
an “A.”

The Beginning

Before you pick up a pen or dou-
ble-click on your word processor 
icon, remind yourself of the basic 
format. Some professors, like Eng-
lish Professor David Gullette, will 
hand you a brief checklist to get 
you started. For those who don not; 
make your own checklist.

All papers must be typed. 
Handwriting a rough draft is OK, 
as long as you give yourself enough 
time to transpose it onto the com-
puter for the final draft. Make sure 
your printer is well stocked with 
black toner and your paper is white 
and 8 1/2 by 11 inches. If you do not 

have a personal computer, Beatley 
Library rents out laptops and has 
an array of both Macintosh and PC 
desktops for student use.

Space your paper correctly. 
Set your margins to one inch. Make 
sure your type is set ragged-right, 
so that the spacing between the 
words is equal. Double space your 
lines, do not use 1 1/2 or single 
spacing. This will provide room 
for professors to write comments 
and make edits. Double spacing 
also allows easier reading. Under 
no circumstance should you over-
space your paper. 

 Use a 12-point standard Ro-
man typeface like Times New Ro-
man, Garamond, or Courier. Other 
fonts, especially sans serif (fonts 
with embellished letters), are hard-
er to read and can become con-
fusing. The word content is more 
important than how the letters look 
on the page.

Pick the style guide you will 
be using. The most common for-
mats for quoting and citing sources 
are The Chicago Manual of Style, 

Modern Language Association 
(MLA), and the American Psy-
chological Association (APA). It is 
a good idea to ask your professor 
which style she or he prefers, but if 
they leave the decision up to you, 
have that stylebook handy to help 

with footnotes and citing quota-
tions.

It is important to know who 
your audience is.  Ask your profes-
sor if she/he has any extra guide-
lines or tips for you. Make sure to 
ask about any immediate turnoffs 
for the professor; what do they not 
want to see?

“Immediate turnoffs for me in 
picking up a paper to read [include] 
enormous margins, enormous font 
size, or 2 1/2 line spacing,” history 
and women and gender studies Pro-
fessor Laura Prieto says.  “[These] 
visual clues tell me that there isn’t 
much to the paper. The writer was 
just trying to stretch it out in a way 
that fools no one.”

In the rough

Use the preliminary draft to throw 
all your ideas onto the page. Have 
a brainstorm session first, and then 
begin to organize your work. It is 
OK if it does not all come out right 
the first time. Do not get stressed if 
you hit a roadblock, take a break, 
get some water, breathe, and then 
jump right back into writing. 

Punctuation is like the spice 
in a word stew. Use semicolons and 
colons sparingly. If a sentence gets 
too lengthy, it can be confusing. 
Break your sentences into easily 
digestible bites. Five of the most 
common errors in college writing 
involve commas, according to The 
Everyday Writer. 

If you are unsure of correct 
comma usage, grab a punctuation 
guide to assist you. Exclamation 
points should be completely elimi-
nated. They are unprofessional. 
If emphasis is needed, italicize 
or boldface the appropriate word. 
These font changes should also be 
used sparingly.   

The style of your paper is just 
as important as the technical stuff, 
says Honors Program Director 
Mary Jane Treacy. You would not 
trust anyone else to write your pa-
per, under your name, so it should 
not sound like someone else wrote 
it. 

Vary your vocabulary and 
avoid repetition–unless it is to make 
a point–but remember to keep your 
own voice in the pages. If you get 
stuck on words, use a dictionary or 
thesaurus, but do not use big words 
you would not normally use in ev-
eryday speech. You are in danger 
of misinterpreting the meaning of 
the word, and it may hurt the over-

all message of your paper. 

Final draft

“Writing the book was a breeze, it 
was the revising that nearly killed 
me,” American novelist Mark 
Twain said. Although you are 
not writing a book, revising your 
rough draft is the hardest part, and 
at least one edit is mandatory for 
that “A.”  

You got the gist of what you 
wanted to say down in your rough 
draft; now fix your spelling mis-
takes, rearrange your paragraphs, 
rework your sentence structure, 
and add in any last minute epipha-
nies. The more you edit, the better 
it gets. 

Check your spelling manu-
ally. Although spell-check is won-
derful, it will not catch every mis-
take. Spell check only looks at the 
spelling of words. It will not flag 
misplaced words. For example, 
the program will not catch “their” 
instead of “there,” and your sen-
tence will suffer from this error. 
If you need help with homonyms, 
the pocket-sized guide Grammati-
cally Correct has a whole section 
for you. 

Feedback is not necessary, 
but is another helpful tool. If you 
get tired of rereading your draft for 
the fourth time, or think you are 
overlooking some mistakes, get a 
friend or another professor to take 
a look. Fresh eyes will be able to 
catch mistakes you were not able 
to see and will also tell you if your 
message got through. 

Make sure you are consistent 
with the tense of the paper. This 
may seem obvious, but in the heat 
of the rough draft, word tense is not 
often a top priority. Except for re-
sponse papers, most professors do 
not want to see the word “I.” Most 
literary analyses are written in the 
present tense. History papers tend 
to be written in the past tense.

Triple check your spelling. 
Read it over once more if neces-
sary and clearly correct any mis-
takes in black ink with appropri-
ate proofreader’s marks. English 
and communications Professor Sid 
Berger says a professor would pre-
fer to receive handwritten edits in 
a paper rather than count off points 
for mistakes that were not caught 
at all.

Helpful writing resources

Writing “A” college papers for the 
new student

The Everyday Writer

“Modern Language Associa-
tion” Web site

Grammatically Correct

Words Into Type

American Heritage Dictionary 
and Thesaurus

AP Stylebook

The Elements of Style

The Writing Center

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.
edu/grammar

“American Psychological As-
sociation” Web site

Andrea A. Lunsford An overall guide to writing; in-
cludes style guides in the back.

Anne Stillman A concise punctuation, style, 
and usage guide.

Marjorie E. Skillin and Robert 
M. Gay

Everything you need to know 
about writing, in detail.

Merriam Webster
Dictionary and thesaurus that 
contains updated usage of words, 
including some slang.

The Associated Press Guide to journalistic writing

William Strunk Jr. and E.B. 
White

A concise word usage, composi-
tion, and style guide

Palace Road Building, third floor
Offers free one-on-one writing 
assistance at all stages of the 
process

Provides downloadable work-
sheets regarding grammar and 
structure

http://www.apa.org Official APA style Web site

http://www.mla.org Official MLA style Web site

“The Chicago Manual of Syle 
Online” Web site

http://www.chicagomanualof-
style.org Official Chicago style Web site

“Guide to Grammar and Writ-
ing” Web site

Author/LocationGuide Description

TrAcI FArrell

It is important to pick out the style guide you will be using while writing your paper. Consult your professors to 
make sure you are using the appropriate one.
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Jeweler explores activism 
through art in South Africa
By Sheenan Ashley Price
Contributing Writer

“Which pair should I get? I just 
can’t decide,” I ask. 

“Get both pairs,” she says.
We both laugh. I really con-

sider it but realize I don’t have 
enough rand with me. 

The green and blue pair is 
practical. But there is just some-
thing about that yellow and blue 
that keeps catching my eye. 

I pick the pair I like. I pay. I 
feel satisfied and amazed. 

The jewelry on display here 
ranges from bright oranges, in-
tense greens and blues, splashes of 
yellow, pretty purples and candy 
apple reds.  

They are all made of recycled 
soda cans. 

The Sprite can finally appeals 
to me the most. Even though the 

orange and purple Fantas scream 
“Take me, take me,” I give in to my 
childhood obsession with Sprite 
and take the green and blue ear-
rings rolled with thin silver wire 
around the center.  

 But nothing tops the neck-
lace made from a Coca-Cola can. 
This is simply a sight to see, and 
the purchase touches me deeply. I 
know I am supporting not only the 
art, but also a women’s organiza-
tion that focuses on finding healing 
through art. 

I am also supporting a black 
woman who has decided to become 
a full-time artist–a simple declara-
tion to some, but a major decision 
for a black South African woman 
in a country that is only 13 years 
free of apartheid’s repressive rule. 

Bongi Mkhize is a former 
student at Funda Community Col-
lege. She has come back for the 

day to meet with a visiting student 
group.

The Funda Centre was es-
tablished in 1984 as an alternative 
for students who left school after 
the 1976 student uprising in South 
Africa’s largest restive black town-
ship. Now a school of great caliber 
in the Soweto community, the Fine 
Arts Department houses students 
from the Eastern and Western 
Cape and as far away as Angola 
and Swaziland. 

Mkhize is one of hundreds 
who have taken part in this revo-
lutionary department. She studied 
here for three years after entering 

with an interest in fashion design, 
but she fell in love with visual art 
and has since dedicated her life to 
creating “reflective art.”

When she is not in her stu-
dio creating her own pieces, she 
is in schools teaching young chil-
dren. She focuses on print-mak-
ing around HIV/AIDS with her 
students and has them interpret 
their understanding of the disease 
through their art. “This helps them 
to better understand. It makes it 
real,” she says. 

Mkhize also works with a 
women’s organization called the 
Siyavaya Arts Explosion, whose 

By Amanda Collins
Contributing Writer

From communications to biology, 
Simmons offers plenty of majors 
where students can find a promis-
ing career path. But for many stu-
dents, settling on a major can be a 
daunting task. 

“I’m putting it off until I 
absolutely can’t anymore,” said 
sophomore Lindsey Sullivan, one 
of many Simmons students whose 
major is “undecided.” 

“I’m too young to know what 
I want to do for the rest of my life, 
I just can’t choose.”

Since picking a college major 
can be a hard decision, and since 
Simmons does not offer “unde-
cided” degrees, here are some tips 
on how to choose the best major for 
you. 

Assess yourself

Think about what interests you 
and what you like to do. What are 
your strengths? Can you think of 
any careers that you could incor-
porate your passions into?  If you 
are not sure, try stopping by the 
Simmons Career Education Center 
(CEC). They can give you a self-
assessment test that can highlight 
your personality traits and guide 
you to specific careers that match 
your interests. 

The CEC is at located 5 Pal-
ace Road, Suite 304. 

Think about your goals

While you may not know exactly 
what career you want to go into, 
chances are you have some idea of 
the kind of work you want to do. 
Think about how you want your 
work to fit into the world. Do you 
want to help society? Do you want 

to work alone or in groups? Think-
ing about how and why you want 
to work can guide you to certain 
career paths. 

Make general requirements a 
priority

No matter what you decide to ma-
jor in, there are certain require-
ments that every student must meet 
before she graduates. If you are un-
sure of what you want to study, try 
taking these classes first. 

You may find that you really 
like one of these subjects, or you 
could decide that it is a field that 
doesn’t interest you. Either way, 
you are narrowing down what you 
may want to major in, and making 
progress toward your degree. 

A list of Simmons’ all-college 
requirements, or modes, is avail-
able in the Student Handbook. 
Talk to others

Use those around you as resources 
for choosing a major. Upperclass-
women are often deep into their 
fields of study and may have had 
an internship or job interviews re-
lating to their major. Talk to these 
students to find out how they set-
tled on their particular major. 

Professors, especially your 
academic adviser, can also help.  
According to the Center for Aca-
demic Achievement, “Students 
who are undecided about a major 
are assigned to a faculty mem-
ber whose knowledge of the cur-
riculum and flexibility enables the 
student the student to explore her 
interests.”

Consider a double major or a mi-
nor

If you are having a hard time de-
ciding between two majors, why 
not pursue both of them? “A double 
major doesn’t usually require more 

than one extra semester, and can 
give an applicant a boost on a ré-
sumé,” said Andrea Wolf, director 
of the CEC. Similarly, a college 
minor is an opportunity to explore 
a different field, pursue an interest, 
or complement your major with a 
similar field of study. 

Browse job listings

Checking job listings can give you 
some insight into what careers are 
in demand, and what kind of skills 
and qualifications employers are 
looking for in candidates. Looking 
at jobs can also give you an idea of 
the kind of salary to expect in dif-
ferent fields. Plus, you may find an 
interesting job that you had never 
thought of. 

Find the right college major

dAn connell/The ImAge Works

Bongi Mkhize is one of hundreds of women in South Africa’s sprawling 
Soweto township who are finding their calling in art for the first time and 
using found materials to sustain it.

goal is to help women who come 
from abusive situations deal and 
heal through art. The women cre-
ate art from recycled items, and 
Mkhize helps them sell their cre-
ations. She speaks of her work with 
the organization with much enthu-
siasm. “I am working to get a Web 
site up,” she says. 

She thanks me for my pur-
chase and quickly packs the jew-
elry away. “I’m on my way to an-
other meeting, and I hope to sell 
more jewelry there,” she says as 
she makes her way to the door.

dAn connell/The ImAge Works

Simmons reporter Sheenan Ashley Price pours over the latest jewelry creations made by former Funda Community 
College student  Bongi Mkhize.

This article is the twenty-fourth in a series of articles on South Africa,  an outcome of the Spring 2007 study 
abroad course COMM/POLS 328 “Human Rights in South Africa,” led by Professor Dan Connell, whose 
next trip is scheduled for Spring 2009. The collected articles appear in Old Wrongs, New Rights: Student 
Views of the New South Africa (Africa World Press, 2008), available in the College bookstore or on amazon.
com.  



FeaturesocTober 30, 2008 9The SimmonS Voice

She is Simmons: Chakoian uses experience 
to help transfer students
By Lucía Cordón
Staff Writer

Leader, role model, and activist are 
terms that come up naturally when 
talking about Kaitie Chakoian. The 
once solitary transfer student from 
the University of New Hampshire 
(UNH) has set new standards for 
leadership roles at Simmons.

Chakoian began her college 
career as a musical theater student 
at UNH. Soon after realizing the 
school did not fit her needs and 
aspirations, she searched for oth-
er options, hoping to find a place 
where she could play an active role 
in the community.

Not forgetting her talent on 
stage, she took advantage of the 
theater and dance programs offered 
at Simmons. Having a formal bal-
let education, it was easy for Cha-
koian to join the Simmons Dance 
Company and the Colleges of the 
Fenway  (COF) Dance Project. 

“This year I choreographed a 
Christmas dance routine for both 
dance groups,” says Chakoian. 
“We will be dancing a modern 
dance to the song ‘All I want for 
Christmas,’” says Chakoian.

Chakoian came to Simmons 
hoping to take classes in her many 
points of interest. “For my sociol-
ogy class, we had to do service 
learning and I got to know the 
Scott/Ross Center for Community 
Service. 

“I had a hard time adapting 
to the change in schools, but I real-
ized I felt a connection with several 
programs organized by the Scott/
Ross Center,” says Chakoian. 

As she got more involved in 
school activities, she realized Sim-
mons needed a program that would 
help transfer students adapt and in-
tegrate into the community. An ac-
tive advocate for transfer students, 
she approached Erin O’Connor, 
director of Student Leadership and 
Activities, and proposed a new 
program to welcome students like 
herself.

As an orientation program, 
the Simmons Transfer Experience 
Program (STEP) was piloted dur-
ing the past spring semester and 

was implemented this semester for 
all transfer students. It is intended 
to act as a link between students 
amd tp teach them about the col-
lege’s traditions. 

“[Incoming] transfer stu-
dents will have the opportunity to 
meet with new and returning trans-
fer students and learn how to make 
a smooth transition to the college 
and also about opportunities to get 
involved in the Transfer Student 
Liaison,” according to the program 
description.

“I want students to know what 
resources are available to them af-
ter transferring to Simmons,” says 
Chakoian. “I want them to have a 
connection with other transfer stu-
dents.” 

A native of rural New Hamp-
shire, Chakoian says living in Bos-
ton was a big change. “My mom 
grew up in Dorchester and she 
was worried about me living alone 
in Boston,” says Chakoian. “She 
asked me to take a self defense 
class that Simmons offered. I took 
the class and it just clicked.”

Later on she became more in-
volved by becoming a teacher for 
the Girls’ Lifelong Exercise and 
Activities Program (LEAP). Girls’ 
LEAP teaches self-defense and 
self-awareness to girls from eight 
to 18 years old in community cen-
ters and public schools.

The program’s mission is to 
“promote the safety and well being 
of girls, women, and their families 
through focused education pro-
grams” and “to raise awareness, 
build decision-making skills and 

foster personal confidence to cre-
ate safer communities and safer 
lives.”

Currently, Chakoian works as 
a program coordinator at the Girls’ 
LEAP office on Commonwealth 
Avenue.

“The best thing about the 
Simmons network is its connection 
to the community,” she says.

One of the most involved stu-
dents at Simmons, Chakoian has 
acted as an orientation leader, a 
First Year Experience (F.Y.E.) fa-
cilitator, a tour guide, the Student 
Government Association (SGA) 
representative for the class of 2009, 
and a peer educator for sexual as-
sault.

Passionate about her major in 
social justice, Chakoian believes 
all of the outside opportunities 
Simmons has given her will best 
prepare her for the future.

In 2008, she co-led the Al-
ternative Spring Break (ASB) trip 
to Pennsylvania and helped build 

provIded by kAITIe chAkoIAn

Chakoian, top left, poses with fellow senior orientation leaders last summer.

“The best thing 
about the Simmons 
network is its con-
nection to the com-

munity.”

~Kaitie ChaKoian, 
CLaSS of 2009

provIded by kAITIe chAkoIAn

Chakoian, fourth from left, poses before a Red Sox game with her friends Leah Derderian, Samantha Furbush and 
their sisters.

provIded by kAITIe chAkoIAn

Chakoian acted as co-leader for Alternative Spring Break 2008. 
Here Chakoian is pictured with Susan Chudd and Antigoni Sinanis.

houses for the disadvantaged as 
part of Habitat for Humanity.

“People gravitate toward her 
because she is the model of what 
a sophisticated, caring Simmons 
leader should be,” says O’Connor. 
“And yet, she knows her limits and 
she’s taken steps back to take ad-
vantage of college years.”

O’Connor recalls an inci-
dent when Chakoian approached 
her, asking for advice on whether 
she should join the Residence Life 
staff.

“She didn’t want to overload 
herself with work, so she weighed 
the pros and cons and made sure 
she was doing what was most im-
portant during her senior year,” 
says O’Connor.

This year Chakoian began 
working at the Franciscan Hospi-
tal for Children in Brighton, where 

she treats children psychologi-
cally. “I see the effects of poverty 
in the children but you know, kids 
are kids. Boys want to talk about 
superheroes and girls want to talk 
about Hannah Montana,” says 
Chakoian. 

Chakoian hopes to graduate 
and work at Paul Newman’s camp 
in Ireland where she will treat un-
derprivileged children with cancer. 
“We’ll see after, maybe I’ll stay in 
Ireland,” she says.

“Kaitie is incredibly friendly 
and welcoming and is known and 
loved by just about everyone at 
Simmons,” says her friend, senior 
Kelly Coughlan. “She is dedicated, 
motivated, involved, and definitely 
going places with her life and fu-
ture career. A perfect representa-
tion of the ‘Simmons Woman’.”
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By Stefanie Maclin
Contributing Writer

Simmons alumnus Gregory Magu-
ire never intended to write one se-
quel to his 1995-bestseller Wicked: 
The Life and Times of the Wicked 
Witch of the West, let alone two.  
He also never meant for the novel 
to be read by children.

A longtime children’s author, 
Maguire has described his adult 
novels as gifts to himself; books 
he wanted to read.  But it was the 
younger audience who wrote in, 
wanting to know what happened to 
the character Nor.

 In Wicked, Nor was last  
seen chained to the Wizard’s feet, 
literally forced to follow his every 
whim.  The readers wrote in, want-
ing to know if she was still alive, if 
Liir ever found her, and many other 
questions.

It was 10 years before Magu-
ire wrote Son of a Witch. Having 
answered most questions in his sec-
ond book, he once again claimed 
to be done with The Wicked Years 
series.

The third book, A Lion 
Among Men, was released on Oct. 
18, 2008, and Maguire is already 
promising one more.  

The third book is told from 
the point of view of the tiny lion 
cub, Brrr, who is saved by Elphaba, 
the Wicked Witch. 

A civil war is looming in Oz, 
and the oracle, Yackle, prepares for 

her death. The lion comes to her, 
asking for information about El-
phaba, but in payment must answer 
Yackle’s questions. 

As in the two previous 
books, many familiar and beloved 
elements show up, like the Yellow 
Brick Road, the Emerald City, and 
the talking animals. 

 In this story, readers see the 
events unfold from the lion’s point 
of view, and in response, learn 
other answers about the story–the 
whereabouts of Liir and the green 
baby, the truth about the Grimme-
rie, and the true story behind the 
Clock of the Time Dragon.

Elphaba merely dances at 
the edges here, but many people 
already know her story as the 
Wicked Witch of the West.  This is 
the lion’s story.  In the process, it is 
also a continuation of Oz’s story.  

As in his previous works, 
Maguire gives new life to beloved 
characters.  The Wizard of Oz was 
sacred to him in his childhood; he 
watched the movie religiously. In 
his writing, he wanted to bring that 
element of sacredness, combined 
with children’s play, to the story. 
He strived to relive what he loved 
most about Oz–the magic, the mys-
tery, and the vast lands–through 
his words.

A few months ago, Maguire 
found a stuffed animal of the lion 
as portrayed by Burt Lahr in the 
film, The Wizard of Oz.  His chil-
dren had never seen the movie, al-

though they have seen the musical 
Wicked three times. 

He made a game of hiding 
the stuffed animal throughout the 
house (in the refrigerator behind 
the milk, as a bookmark in the pag-
es of a book, and in a pair of shoes), 
and his children grew attached to 
the lion.

One afternoon, he hid the 
lion in an ornate birdcage, and his 
children “were distressed,” he said. 
“They had no idea as to who this 
character was, but they were dis-
tressed to see it in a position that 
could cause it pain.  They wanted 
to know why it was in the birdcage, 
and they wanted to take it out.”

Inspired by his children’s 
love for a character they had no 
background knowledge of, Magu-
ire hoped to create a character that 
the readers would relate to in such 
a way that when they find him in 
distress, they too would want to 
rescue it.

In A Lion Among Men, as in 
the two previous books, Maguire 
hopes to move past the traditional 
viewpoints of good versus evil, 
and instead, create characters that 
are neither.  

Neither bad nor good, cow-
ardly nor brave; his characters 
simply are. That is what makes this 
novel worth reading.

  

WWW.musIcAlschWArTz.com

Maguire hopes to create a character his readers can relate to. 

By Meredith Wish
Staff Writer

The Sunset Grill and Tap in Allston 
is the place for beer lovers from all 
stretches of the country. With 120 
different kinds of beer on tap, 380 
microbrews and exotic imports, 
and 112 different types of tequila, 
there is a drink that will satisfy ev-
eryone’s taste.   

From the moment customers 
walk into the Sunset Grill, they 
will be in awe of the varieties of 
beer lining every inch of the walls 
around the double-sided bar. Any 
part of the wall not covered with 
beer bottles is decorated with vin-
tage advertisements, artwork, and 
posters of the different types of 
drinks. The décor gives the restau-
rant a young, exciting atmosphere. 
The vintage artwork brightens up 
the place and makes heads turn. 

The Sunset Grill is well 
known for its large array of beers 
that it has started three different 
clubs that frequent customers can 
join. There is the tap tour, the mi-
cro tour, and the Euro tour. 

Members of these club tours 
receive a card that keeps track of 
the amount of different types of 
beer that are part of the tour. Once 
members taste each type of beer on 
the card, they receive a free t-shirt, 
hat, or beer glass. Elite members 
who try numerous assortments of 
beer within a certain time period 

will have their names engraved on 
a chair or table within the restau-
rant. 

True beer connoisseurs will 
delight in the beer samplers the 
Sunset Grill offers. The samplers 
of beer allow customers to try four 
similar beers by flavor, style, re-
gion, etc. 

For the price of one beer, cus-

tomers can try four smaller glasses 
of the different types of pumpkin 
ale of their choice. These samplers 
are the equivalent of about 1 1/2 
beers in volume, making this a 
great deal that allows people who 
cannot make up their mind to try 
diverse types of beer and broaden 
their tastes.

Most of the desserts are 

made with some form of beer. The 
delicious ice creams are all made 
from  “home-made beer.” Instead 
of ordering the traditional root beer 
floats, customers can order choco-
late beer floats. One of the most 
popular dessert choices is Guin-
ness with chocolate ice cream.

In addition to the vast quan-
tities of beer, there is a tasty se-

lection of food for everyone to 
enjoy. With signature items, low-
fat and vegetarian menus, anyone 
can come here and leave satisfied. 
Many customers especially enjoy 
the seasonal pumpkin soup. 

One great thing about Sunset 
Grill is that it serves food until 1 
a.m. Most Boston bars stop serving 
food around 11 p.m. or midnight. 

It also has a wide variety of 
specials: Between Sunday-Tuesday 
from midnight-1 a.m., there is a 
free buffet. Also, all day on Mon-
days and Tuesdays, the Sunset 
Grill serves all-you-can-eat Bar-
beque Texas Ribs for $12.99.  

Although the food and drinks 
are delicious, the service of the 
Sunset Grill is only decent. The 
waiters and waitresses have the 
basics down–they take orders cor-
rectly and get the food to customers 
promptly. However, the staff some-
times neglects to offer water refills 
or check on the customers, and the 
wait after dinner to order desserts 
can sometimes take a long time. 
The food is, however, cooked to 
perfection, making all judgments 
of the wait staff forgettable. 

The Sunset Grill also books 
parties, including themed parties, 
receptions, corporate events, or 
any other kind of special function. 
It guarantees to fit the customers’ 
needs. 

cITyvoTer.com
The Sunset Grill and Tap in Allston, Mass., has bottles of beer lining its walls as decoration.

Maguire’s third Wicked novel is 
worth the read

Get a great beer with a tasty meal 
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By Caitlin Mazzola
Staff Writer

The highly anticipated conclusion 
to Disney’s extraordinarily popular 
musical phenomenon hit theaters  
around the world last Friday. 

High School Musical 3: Se-
nior Year (HSM3) opened to audi-
ences young and old, in and out of 
high school, eager to see their fa-
vorite singing high school charac-
ters dance their way to graduation. 

HSM3: Senior Year chronicles 
the last few weeks for the seniors of 

East High School. The story began 
in 2006 with the television release 
of the first High School Musical.  

In this third edition, on screen 
sweethearts Troy (Zac Efron) and 
Gabriella (Vanessa Hudgens) are 
dealing with the notion of breaking 
up before they go on their separate 
ways for college: he intends to go 
to University of Albuquerque to 
play basketball, she is heading to 
Stanford University for prelaw. 

The other prominent mem-
bers of the gang, Sharpay (Ashley 
Tisdale); her brother Ryan (Lucas 

Grabeel); Troy’s best friend, Chad 
(Corbin Bleu); his girlfriend, Tay-
lor (Monique Coleman); and the 
resident pianist, Kelsi (Olesya Rul-
in), are also heading on their own 
paths. 

The film starts with the Wild-
cats, the basketball team, playing 
its last championship together as a 
team. The characters decide to do 
one last musical together to com-
memorate the way they all came 
together as friends in the first film–
through theater. 

The students’ musical is aptly 

titled Senior Year, which the audi-
ence never actually sees. The stu-
dents base it on their own experi-
ences leading up to graduation. 

The film deals with stereo-
typical themes associated with 
graduating from high school. Chad 
and Troy are afraid of what their 
friendship will be if they go to dif-
ferent colleges. Troy worries about 
whether going to his father’s alma 
mater is the right choice for him, or 
if he would rather branch out and 
follow his own path. Gabriella is 
sick of saying good byes and would 
rather leave Troy without one than 
go through another tearful fare-
well. 

Sharpay, Kelsi, and Ryan, 
the three characters most passion-
ate about the arts, are vying for a 
prestigious scholarship for the Juil-
liard School. There is one musical 
number that explains Sharpay and 
Ryan’s intense desire to get into 
Juilliard and become famous, “I 
Want It All.” 

This is the catchiest song and 
flashiest musical number in the en-
tire movie, and it actually makes 
sense when the two characters 
break out into song and dance. 

The other musical numbers 
did not mesh as well into their re-
spective scenes, which is the case 
for most of the numbers in the High 
School Musical movies. 

Any song Troy breaks into 
is usually painful to watch; Efron 
tends to overact in his musical 
numbers to the point of severe 
corniness. However, this is an as-
pect that makes the films so en-

dearing to its fans. 
HSM3: Senior Year’s overall 

musical selection was repetitious, 
but like its predecessors, extremely 
catchy. It was hard to find an au-
dience member in the theater who 
was not bopping along to the beat. 

The acting was impressive 
compared to the first two movies.  
Hudgens greatly improved as Ga-
briella and actually seemed like a 
believable human being in the most 
recent film.  Her acting in the first 
two films was very wooden and 
made Gabriella come off as annoy-
ing and inhuman. In this install-
ment, however, her pain over leav-
ing Troy was believable and tugged 
a few heartstrings. 

The thing to remember with 
the High School Musical movies is 
that they are Disney movies, mean-
ing they may come off as incred-
ibly corny, but they have heart and 
usually a touching message. 

HSM3: Senior Year’s mes-
sage is perhaps the most bitter-
sweet of all, especially to those 
currently in high school or recent 
high school graduates. It is a story 
about friends anxious about leav-
ing each other, but at the same 
time ready to make their own lives. 
Most people have been at that point 
at some time in their lives, and the 
outcome is touching, with a little 
tinge of sadness, even when ac-
companied by corny singing and 
dancing. 

Teenscoop.Wordpress.com

Real life sweethearts Efron and Hudgens have to face the idea of breaking up on the silver screen.

By Peter Frisman
Staff Writer

Perhaps the most telling part of 
Saul Dibb’s film, The Duchess, 
is in its last few seconds: the oft-
overlooked disclaimer that, while 
inspired by actual events, the film 
has embellished some details and 
should not be regarded as histori-
cally accurate. 

While The Duchess may have 
been based on a true story, it bears 
many suspicious resemblances to 
well-worn plot contrivances: A 
sprightly young damsel forced into 
marriage with a cold and duplici-
tous aristocrat, while falling in love 
with a dashing young rogue who 
has dreams of social revolution.

The film is so heavily steeped 
in familiar plotlines that it grows 
increasingly doubtful of whether 
or not much of the events actually 
occurred. 

Or, if they did occur, whether 
or not the damsel really was so 
sprightly, the aristocrat so cold and 
duplicitous, or the young rogue so 
dashing. The characters have been 
oversaturated with the traits of 
their archetypes, so much so that 
there are hardly any cracks left for 
more genuine character develop-
ment to fill in.

The damsel in question is 

Georgiana, the duchess of Devon-
shire, who is portrayed by Keira 
Knightley.  Georgiana is a young 
woman in 18th century England 
who is, without much forewarning, 
married to the Duke (Ralph Fi-
ennes, at his driest and crinkliest). 

After the thrill of a life in no-
bility wears off, it becomes appar-
ent to Georgiana that her husband 
is a thoughtless cad who shows far 
more warmth towards his dogs and 
more intimacy with his mistresses 
than towards her. He regards her 
as little more than a highly orna-
mental means to provide him with 
a male heir.

To his aggravation, this effort 
leads only to a series of daughters 
and miscarriages, resulting in the 
Duke’s increasing resentment of 
his wife and decreasing guilt about 
his adultery. 

Georgiana’s only source of 
comfort after her husband sleeps 
with her best friend is the young 
rogue, Charles Grey, played by 
Dominic Cooper, who is equally 
devoted to both the Duchess and a 
reformed Britain to follow the re-
births of America and France. 

But the Duke, in spite of his 
apparent indifference to his wife, 
is not willing to be revealed as a 
cuckold by the rest of the nobility.

It seems that it is all but im-

possible for a film set in a male-
dominated society and starring a 
strong, independent female pro-
tagonist not to feature a feminist 
subtext. To its credit, The Duch-
ess takes steps to ensure that bla-
tant preaching is avoided, such as 
masking its messages with subtle 
humor. 

In one memorable exchange, 
Georgiana inquires about the 
Whig Party’s professed dedication 
toward equality with its promise 
of “votes for all men,” to which a 
Whig replies, “Well, obviously not 
all men.”

In keeping with its setting 
of blue-blooded monarchy, the 
dialogue of The Duchess is rigidly 
stilted, only departing in formali-
ties at its most emotional. 

The only reliable indicator of 
Knightley’s emotion is in her un-
spoken reactions to the horrors of 
her marriage and her newfound ro-
mance. It is a testament to Knight-
ley’s knack for subtlety that she is 
able to convey her will and desper-
ation in a patriarchy determined 
to squelch her free expression as a 
member of the fairer sex.

It is disappointing that The 
Duchess, rooted in an intriguing 
story and enhanced by a stalwart 
cast, adds little to what has already 
been said about the changing roles 

hAbITuAllychIc.blogspoT.com

In The Duchess, Keira Knightley plays a young woman trapped in a mar-
riage to an adulterer.

of women and social roles in his-
tory. Even more disheartening is 
the superficial romanticism that 
glosses over an intriguing story. 

Yet, it is impossible to fault 
the film for managing to present a 
gripping marital drama that shines 
through whatever added flourishes 

are foisted upon it. Had this film 
been stripped of the overwrought 
melodrama it seemingly felt 
obliged to include, it would be a far 
more powerful look at marriages of 
times past, and at the efforts made 
by those in them to change mar-
riage into what it is today.

Dibb’s film embellishes history

Disney’s long-awaited musical 
phenomenon finally hits theaters
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An American in London
What is a period anyway? 

Directions: Fill in the squares 
with numbers one through 
nine. Every three-by-three 
box should include every 
number one through nine 
once, as should every row 

and column. The answers to 
this Sudoku will appear in 

next week’s issue.
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Sudoku
Last Week’s Answers This Week’s Sudoku 

By Sidney Berger, Ph.D.   
profeSSor of CommuniCationS

I just came back from a meeting 
at which I jotted down some of the 
communications I heard.  Here are 
three words that were spoken, by 
two people:  Incentivization, Op-
erationalized, and Maximization.   
      “To raise money for the institu-
tion, we need a strong incentiviza-
tion.”

“Once the plan is drawn up 
and all the players are in place, the 
program must be operationalized 
so that we can reach a maximiza-
tion of return.”

The third word there is in my 
Merriam-Webster’s International 
Unabridged Dictionary; the other 
two ain’t.  

So did the speakers get their 
ideas across?  In the context of the 
conversation, I guess the first sen-
tence means something like, “To 
raise money, we need to be given 
a strong incentive.”  The second 
sentence means, “Once we have a 
plan and people to carry it out, we 
must put it into operation to get the 
most out of those we are asking for 
support.”

But did the speakers need this 
kind of language?  I believe not.

I should admit that in the 
Merriam-Webster’s Online Dic-
tionary I did find “incentivize,” 
meaning “to provide with an incen-
tive.”  Webster’s is using the Web 
to update its paper-based diction-
ary.  It is cost effective and it shows 
the company to be responsible in 
keeping their wordlist as current as 
possible.  Nonetheless, the word is 
not in widespread current use, and 
it could confuse people.

I also looked up the second 
word on the Web, and I found a 
Wikipedia definition:  “Operation-
alization is the process of defin-
ing a fuzzy concept so as to make 
the concept measurable in form of 
variables consisting of specific ob-
servations.”  Hmm.  This has noth-
ing to do with what my speaker 
was blathering about.

People love to impress others 
with their vocabulary.  Long fancy 
words sound intelligent and learned 
(that last word was pronounced 
with two syllables; it means “hav-
ing much learning”).  But they can 
be off putting.  

One way to create long words 
is to tack on suffixes to them.  “He 
suffered from healthlessness.”  
The “-less” suffix means lacking 
in some way, like penniless.  And 
the “-ness” suffix makes the word a 

noun.  (As in “happiness,” in which 
the adjective “happy” is made a 
noun by the “-ness” ending.)  So 
what’s wrong with saying, “He 
was sick”?  It’s much clearer than 
suffering from healthlessness.  But 
people like longer words, although 
the users of them can sound fairly 
stupid or confusing, especially if 
their audience does not know what 
the words mean.

In previous columns I have 
spoken about diction:  word choice.  
Write or speak to your audience, 
not over their heads.  Using gran-
diloquent words sounds pompous.  

How many of you use the 
word “grandiloquent” daily?  It 
means “using lofty, extremely 
colorful, pompous, or bombastic 
language.”  Bombast is a preten-
tious or inflated style of writing 
or speech.  When it is speech, it is 
usually delivered loudly.  Note that 
these definitions all have a nega-
tive connotation:  that is, people 
who are bombastic, grandiloquent, 
or pompous are usually ridiculed 
for it.

On the other side of the ar-
gument is this one:  If you wish to 
establish your “credentials” as a 
smart, intelligent, well-read, and 
clever person, you can drop a long 
word into your communication 
now and then. The corollary to this 
is, better use the word correctly or 
you will be open to even more dis-
gust or opprobrium by those who 
see through your sesquipedalian 
language.  (I’ll let you figure out 
that sentence by yourself.  You 
probably already know what those 
words mean.)

For the years that I have been 
writing this column (and this is 
my 69th-column, that is, not year), 
I have advocated using a simple, 
clear vocabulary.  It is a wonder 
when someone can dazzle with big 
words; it is more of a wonder when 
someone can communicate clearly 
and effectively using simple words, 
no matter how complex the topic.  

I mentioned using a word 
incorrectly.  I might as well give 
you the fancy word for this:  mala-
propism.  This is named after Mrs. 
Malaprop, a character in Richard 
B. Sheridan’s play “The Rivals” of 
1775.  Her name says it all:  “mal” 
means bad(ly); “apropos” means 
appropriate.  That is, her words 
were badly used, inappropriate for 
her context.

Often the malapropism is 
the substitution of an incorrectly 
used word for a correct one that 
sounds somewhat the same.  “Oh, 
Reverend!  The sermon you gave 
this morning was simply superflu-
ous.”  This sounds like a compli-
ment since “super” and “fluid” are 
embedded in that word.  But it is 
a serious criticism since the word 
means “extra and unnecessary” 
(like a fifth leg on a cow).  

I didn’t mean to segue into 
malapropisms.  My focus here is 
on straight talk.  I will state once 
again what I have often quoted in 
my writing:  Orwell’s dictum that 
one should never use a long word 
where a short one will do.  But use 
the longer word if it is perfect for 
your  sentence and if you know 
that your audience will understand 
what it means.  

James Thurber, one of Amer-
ica’s most insightful humorists, 
said something like, “I think we 
should all use simple words be-
cause longer ones can obfuscate 
your meaning, and I am an anti-
obfuscationist.”

That says it all.  
  

By Katie Poole
Staff Writer

“Can anyone find anything else 
that needs to be done to this sen-
tence?” asked Jeff Davy, my sub-
editing tutor.  

“It needs a period,” I said. 
Everyone in the class started to 
snicker.

“What did she just say?” said 
the boy behind me.

“What do you mean, ‘pe-
riod’?” said the girl sitting next to 
me. “You know, that little dot at the 
end of the sentence,” I said.  

“A full stop, correct!” said 
Davy over the giggles.

That was when I realized that 
in England they say “full stop” 
instead of “period,” and I had un-
intentionally brought up menstrua-
tion in my editing class.  Oops.

Fortunately, most of my blun-
ders have not been this embarrass-
ing, as conversations with my peers 
have usually been related to food, 
clothes, and the upcoming election. 
(The election does not have any 
word differences, so that is always 
a safe talking point, word-wise.)

In the States I ask for “fries” 
with my burger; here I ask for 
“chips.”  I also dip my “crisps” in 
salsa here, whereas in America I 
dip “chips.” For Halloween, the 
British pass out “sweets” and 
Americans pass out “candy.”  For 
dessert here I might have a “bis-
cuit,” and at home a “cookie.”  

The language differences are 
not too difficult when it comes to 
food, because one can always point 
at a menu or ask how something 
looks or tastes to get an idea of 
what is being selected.  

But when one is alone, shop-
ping in a grocery store for exam-
ple, it can be more confusing.  At 
first I was afraid of buying my or-
ange juice with “bits” because I did 
not know what the packaging was 
trying to describe.  After one box 
(juice here is sold in boxes rather 
than bottles) I realized it just meant 
“pulp.”  

Searching for “eggplant” and 
“zucchini” was futile, as the veg-
etables did not exist under those 
names.  Here they are “aubergine” 
and “courgette,” respectively.  

Last weekend I was out shop-
ping with a friend, who is also a na-
tive speaker of American English 
and we stumbled upon another lan-
guage problem.  We were trying to 
find “vests,” but every time we saw 
a sale sign mentioning “vests,” all 
we saw were tank tops.   

Using gran-
diloquent words 
sounds pompous. 
How many of 
you use the word 
“grandiloquent” 
daily? It means 
“using lofty, ex-
tremely colorful, 
pompous, or bom-
bastic language.” 

And Then There Was the Word
A column about our language: Intelligent Blather

It was not until about two 
hours later, in the fitting room try-
ing on our pants (or “trousers” as 
the British call them; “pants” here 
are “underwear”), that we over-
heard two women talking about 
“waistcoats.”  

Wanting to know what a 
“waistcoat” was, we snuck a look 
and found out that they were talk-
ing about “vests.” Which means 
that in Britain a vest is a waist-
coat, pants are trousers, underwear 
are pants, and a tank top is a vest.            
Phew!                                     

Also be warned: A “purse” is 
small, like a clutch, and a “hand-
bag” is larger  similar to a  maxi-
bag.  So if one asks for a “purse,” 
she will get something tiny, and 
for a handbag, something larger.  
The British also do no know what 
“pantyhose” are, but will under-
stand “nylons” and “tights.” 

Other common word differ-
ences include “cheers,” a way of 
saying “thanks;” and “Are you all 
right?” a friendly way of saying, 
“hello.”  

Unfortunately, I did not know 
this bit about being asked if I was 
all right, and thought I looked upset 
all the time and that everyone was 
concerned about me.  It was not un-
til I asked a friend if I looked sad 
all the time that she explained it.

After living in London for a 
month, I think I have many of the 
vocabulary differences down. I 
just hope my British lingo remains 
on this side of the ocean after I re-
turn home so I can avoid any other 
vocabulary blunders.

provIded by kATIe poole
Poole and a friend  in London.

Vote.

Research the
candidates.
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Horoscopes

Calendar Listing: Oct. 31-Nov. 6

Friday 10/31 Beacon Hill with a BOO!
A special Halloween walking tour visiting Bea-
con Hill’s murders and execution sites, famous 
haunts, and politicians’ homes decorated in hon-
or of Halloween. 
Massachusetts State House
Boston, Mass.
5:30 -7 p.m. 

Mambos’ Haunted House Party
Wear a costume and get ready to dance and en-
joy salsa lessons. 
Mambos
Boston, Mass.
9:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m. 

Mystery Cafe presents “The Mobfather” 
An interactive play and mystery theater. 
Ricardo’s Ristorante
Boston, Mass.
7 p.m. 

Saturday 11/1 “Learn How to Land an Internship” 
Hosted by the Association of Latino Profession-
als in Finance and Accounting Boston (ALP-
FA).  This is a great opportunity to network for 
students in finance, accounting and business 
related majors. 
Blue-Cross-Blue-Shield of Massachusetts, 
Landmark Center, 401 Park Drive, 4th Floor
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  

“Learn, Look Out, Step Up, and Speak Out”
Simmons Institute for Leadership and Change, 
Connecting Simmons to the Community, and 
the Community to Simmons presents a confer-
ence for 14-18 year olds who want to learn 
about and prevent dating abuse and sexual as-
sault through anti-violence education. 
Main College Building, Linda K. Paresky Con-
ference Center 
8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Muslim American Society Career Fair
Hosted by the Muslim American Society Boston. 
An event about the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, Transportation and Security Administra-
tion, Immigration and Customs Engorcement, 
Customs and Border Patrol, Massachusetts State 
Police, Boston Police, and more. 
Cultural Center, 100 Malcolm X Boulevard, 
Roxbury, Mass. 
2-5 p.m.

Sunday 11/2 Career Education Center Workshop–Choosing 
a Major
If you are undecided or looking to change your 
major, this is the workshop for you. 
Residence Campus
Simmons Hall Lounge, 1st Floor
5:30-7:30 p.m. 

An Evening with Joan Baez
The folk singer and social activist, performs.
Berklee Performance Center
Boston, Mass.
8 p.m. 

Boston’s Longest Running Open Mike
Comics Dane Cook, Robert Kelly, and Joe Ro-
gan will kick off the event.
Dick’s Beantown Comedy Vault
Boston, Mass.
9 p.m. 

Monday 11/3 Electronic Resources Vendor Fair
Companies that provide electronic databases 
will be demonstrating and answering questions 
about their services. 
Palace Road Building
GSLIS TechLab
10-11:30 a.m. 

Career and Education Event–Employer Infor-
mation Session: Merrill Lynch
Meet with representatives from the Boston Of-
fice and learn about opportunities with Merrill 
Lynch.
Main College Building
Lefavour Hall, Room 428
5-6 p.m. 

Berklee West African Drum and Dance Ensem-
ble presents “Ghana: A Musical Landscape”
Enjoy Ghana’s music and lively dances.
Berklee Performing Arts Center
Boston, Mass.
8:15-10 p.m. 

Tuesday 11/4 Phoenix Hard Rock the Vote ‘08
View the presidential election results on big 
screen TVs while enjoying food, drinks, prizes, 
and giveaways. Hosted by The Boston Phoenix 
and FYE music stores.
Hard Rock Cafe
Boston, Mass.  
7 p.m.

Legally Blonde– The Musical
Relive Elle Woods, musical style, in this off-
Broadway rendition of famous movie. 
“An Elle of a show!” according to Time. 
Boston Opera House
Boston, Mass.
7:30 p.m. 

Frog Pond Carousel
Thirty painted horses may become a pemanant 
fall fixture in the Boston Common Frog Pond. 
11 a.m-9 p.m. 

Wednesday 11/5 Career Education Workshop–Implementation: 
Interviewing with Impact
Learn how to prepare for, an interview, what the 
interviewer is looking for and how to make a 
good impression. 
Career Resource Library, 
One Palace Road, 304E
3:30-5 p.m. 

Gender, Culture, and Sucess: How Latina “cul-
tural scripts” affect the sucess of mid-level man-
agers
A presentation by Dr. Holvino
409 Commonwealth Avenue, Green Room
Boston, Mass.
5-6:30 p.m. 

Conor Oberst performs at the Roxy
Oberst will be joined his band The Mystic Val-
ley Band. 
The Roxy
Boston, Mass. 
8 p.m. 

Thursday 11/6 PTRC Workshop: iMovie
Learn how to use iMovie.
Palace Road Building, P113
2-4 p.m.

National Public Radio (NPR) Wait, Wait . . . 
Don’t Tell Me! Live Show
NPR’s news quiz show, live. 
Citi Performing Arts Center
Boston, Mass.
7:30 p.m. 

Fireside Chat Series 
Ailene Gerhdart, Hillel director, will discuss the 
Judaism.
Residence Campus
South Hall Living Room
7:30 p.m.

Midterms are almost over and 
break time is only two months 
away. However, responsibilities 
never stopped the stars from hav-
ing their share of play.  The stars 
are not a merciful force, nor is the 
universe. This is something to keep 
in mind when you go about your 
day-to-day activities.

  The lesson that the universe 
seeks to teach us here on earth is 
that everything counts, and posi-
tive energy must be generated for 
positive outcomes.  

 Life is not always easy. One 
might argue it is never easy, but a 
little smile never hurt anyone, and 
positivity helps in every situation.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
You, like Gemini, will be going 
through a difficult time this week 
all because you are not taking care 
of yourself. Take some time to look 
after yourself.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
This is your week to shine. Now 
that you have allowed others time 
in the limelight, it is your turn.  
Soak in the rays while you can.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Do not be downtrodden; Rome was 
not built in a day. Stop putting so 
much pressure on yourself. Take 
pride in your work, and pat your-
self on the back. Recognize your 
accomplishments.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Life is a bunch of ups and downs, 
peaks and valleys.  Remember this 
during tough times and just appre-
ciate that life is always changing.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Confusing conflicts will present 
themselves to you this week.  The 
stars are aligned to cause trouble 
for  you.  Try to keep your head up. 
Things will change with time.
SAGITTARIUS
(Nov.22-Dec. 21): 
Last week was lucky for you and 
this week is lucky, too. It seems as 
though positive energy will sur-
round you for a while. Enjoy it 
while it lasts.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Do something outrageous and out 
of the ordinary.  Shake things up 
a bit. Routines get boring and you 
need to be stimulated.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Self-pampering is an important 
thing to do this week. Take a lot of 
personal– you will need it .
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Last week was a difficult one, but 
this week is looking up. The stars 
have aligned to give you a break. 
Your peers are in deep stress, so 
make sure to pass on your positive 
energy and luck to others. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
This week, your friends are in need 
of your help.  Do not allow your 
support to dwindle, it is time for 
you to play the part of cheerlead-
er. Remember, they would do the 
same for you.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
This is not your week, but never 
fear, for change is near. Keep a 
positive attitude and you shall pull 
through.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Your liveliness is shriveling at the 
hands of junk food and self abuse. 
Be sure to eat your vegetables, 
drink lots of water, and get a little 
exercise.
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With so many different ways to vote today –absentee, early voting, 
automatic–there is no excuse for people to not vote in this election. 

This is especially true for women. Given the struggle that thousands of wom-
en went through less than 100 years ago, we cannot let their fight be in vain. 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, nationwide voter registration 
reached 142 million citizens in the 2004 presidential election, an in-
crease of 12.5 million registered people from the 2000 election.  Of those 
registered, only 64 percent of voting-age citizens actually cast a ballot 
in the 2004 election. These numbers must increase with each election.

September was National Voter Registration Month, but it might 
not be too late if citizens have not registered already. Rockthevote.
com has a list of all the registration deadlines for each state. It also 
lists which states, such as Maine, allow same-day voting at the polls. 

Uninformed voters should research the issues.  In this modern age, there is 
an excess of resources available.  There is no reason not to become informed.

Both tickets’ Web sites state their stances on the issues.  The presidential 
and vice-presidential debates are posted on YouTube, in addition to other 
campaign-related material–from a rally Sen. John McCain had in Wiscon-
sin to an appearance Sen. Barack Obama made on Saturday Night Live.

They will likely make decisions on every major issue of our time such 
as the economy, foreign policy, global warming, and healthcare. They 
will dictate the future of our nation’s carbon footprint, a woman’s 
right to choose, and how much longer we will be in multiple wars.

Research the candidates, make a choice, and stand by it. 

Make sure that your voice is heard on Nov. 4.

Vote.

Register, research, 
choose. Vote.

Postcard to the Editor:

What confounded, bureaucratic folderol! (Folderol is a word which means “nonsense” or
b.s. in the vernacular.) Aramark insists on carding everyone at the Senior Faculty Toast.
Young & old. Rich & poor. Folderol!

At the finest of restaurants my underage date is often carded, but I am not. At the
sleaziest of dives my underage date may be carded, but I am not. Shame on Aramark for not
behaving like Simmons deserves the finest service. It was a professional discourtesy to
all.

Bob White
Advising Professor to Underage Students and Friends

Agree? Disagree? 
Write a letter to the Editor. 

E-mail voice@simmons.edu
Due Sunday night by 7 p.m. 

300 word maximum. 

courTney Anderson
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By Maria Costigan 
Staff Writer

Ballot initiative number two 
in Massachusetts initially struck 
me as an innately bad idea. When 
I heard about the proposition to 
decriminalize the possession of 
an ounce or less of marijuana, 
Copenhagen-esque images of hoo-
kah bars and public pot smoking 
flashed before my eyes. I knew 
Massachusetts was a progressive 
state, but this seemed a little un-
American. Then I read the actual 
proposal. 

If the bill passes, it will re-
place the existing criminal penalty 
of up to six months of jail time 
and a $1,000 fine, with a required 
drug education program and a $100 
fine. A Criminal Offender Record 
Information (CORI) would not be 
filed under the new law, facilitat-
ing people arrested for minor pos-

session to apply for jobs, loans, and 
housing without threat of rejec-
tion. 

I am in no way a supporter 
of legalizing marijuana. Yet, I am 
confident that education is a better 
tactic for preventing drug use than 
locking perpetrators in jail.  

According to the Committee 
for Sensible Marijuana Policies, 
studies have shown that convic-
tions under the current law do not 
make a difference in overall drug 
use. If the state adopts a policy of 
mandatory drug education for of-
fenders, then there is the possibil-
ity of rehabilitating drug offend-
ers, instead of treating them like 
violent criminals. 

Economically, this initiative 
seems like a good idea. Massachu-
setts spends close to $29.5 million 
enforcing the current law, accord-
ing to Harvard economist Jeff 
Miron. If these costs were elimi-
nated, that money could go toward 
fighting more threatening crimes. 
Instead of wasting the state’s mon-
ey by locking up people who are 
only hurting themselves, the state 
could instead focus on the 27,832 
violent crimes reported in 2007. 

In this economic crisis, it 
seems counterproductive to limit 
the amount of working people in 
Massachusetts. If the initiative 
fails to pass, all those convicted of 

Initiative will encourage drug 
abuse education

Your vote is your
political voice

minor marijuana possession will 
continue to have a black mark upon 
their CORI record. 

We all know how basic eco-
nomics work. The more people 
with jobs, the more money is spent.  
This leads to an overall healthier 
economic situation. Right now in a 
state with 6 million residents, 2.8 
million have a CORI record. This 
means that almost half of Massa-
chusetts residents have difficulty 
finding jobs. 

If this initiative has a chance 
at passing, then this is the year to 
propose it. Sen. Barack Obama’s 
ability to reel in young voters rais-
es the likelihood that the number 
of young people supporting initia-
tive number two is increasing. This 
is especially true, considering the 
statistic showing that the use of 
marijuana drops 20 percent after 
the age of 35. The nature of the law 
is more appealing to the younger 
masses and is more likely to pass.  

I plan on voting “Yes” on 
question two. I am confident in my 
choice and have only one question 
for the Attorney General of Mas-
sachusetts: What will happen to 
repeat offenders? I suggest that re-
peat offenders are convicted under 
the current law. This would allow 
them to get the same education 
with the same consequences of a 
more serious crime. 

Convictions under 
the current law do 
not make a dif-
ference in overall 
drug use. 

courTney Anderson

Midterms can be a very stressful time for students, but there are many places around Simmons that are relaxing 
places to retreat to.

By Jacqueline Rogers
Contributing Writer

October: The dreaded midterm 
month. One of panic for those who 
must balance their social lives with 
schoolwork. 

I miss the days when the 
word “October” evoked pleasant 
images of Halloween and apple 
picking. For college students, Oc-
tober brings to mind papers, stress, 
and exams. 

I would like to say that there 
is hope, Simmons students. We 
may not be able to escape mid-
terms, but there are ways that we 
can find stress release right in our 
own backyard.

I went for a walk recently, 
and that is what inspired me. After 
spending the afternoon in class-
es and studying, I found myself 
daunted when reviewing the slides 
for my 100-level class. Informa-
tion that is usually fairly easy to 
understand was suddenly incom-
prehensible, and this is when I re-
alized I needed to take a break. So 

I walked. 
I walked straight out of my 

building, and just kept on going, 
with no particular destination in 
mind. Rather than whip out my 
cell phone to call a friend, I de-
cided to use the time to absorb my 
surroundings. I walked toward the 
academic campus and then veered 
toward the Fens. 

I noticed how beautiful the 
afternoon had become following 

the day’s earlier bout of rain dur-
ing which the sky seemed to open 
up, drenching many dismayed stu-
dents. I glanced to my right, into 
the sun-lit branches of a young 
elm that I pass everyday and saw 
a bird’s nest that I had never before 
noticed. 

I felt my muscles ease into 
a more comfortable position, and 
a tenseness that I had been carry-
ing around with me seemed to dis-
sipate. 

Walking through The Fens, 
I watched a football team in the 
middle of drills, saw a man on 
a unicycle and I noticed that the 
leaves on the trees were starting to 
turn golden, and that the air had an 
earthy smell to it after the rain.

I soon found myself in a rose 
garden, which appeared to me as a 
hidden oasis amidst the city sky-
line, and it dawned on me that I 
had walked for a mere 10 minutes 
and had miraculously ended up in 
a tranquil environment, entirely 
removed from the angst-ridden at-
mosphere of my dorm room. 

Find tranquility in local parks

It was liberating and a much-
needed relief from the daily worries 
which wear on students living in a 
competitive, fast-paced society.

More than anything, my 
hour-long adventure inspired an 
appreciation of the simple things 
that go unnoticed when one’s 
head is stuck in a book. Exploring 
the Fens and rose garden, I found 
peace and clarity in the streets just 

By Caitlin Mazzola
Staff Writer

A few weeks ago in Spanish class, 
my professor brought up the elec-
tion and asked students for their 
opinions. Some expressed their 
views of the candidates and others 
even told the class whom they in-
tended to vote for.  

A small handful said they 
would not be voting at all because 
they did not register yet, were not 
interested in politics, or felt that 
neither Sen. Obama nor Sen. Mc-
Cain would do a good job running 
the country.

This is the first election in 
which most current college stu-
dents will have the opportunity to 
vote and is possibly the most im-
portant presidential election of all 
time. 

We are witnessing the first 
black presidential candidate run-
ning for a major party and the first 
female vice presidential candidate 
on the Republican ticket. Yet, it 
disturbs me that there are still peo-
ple who just do not care. 

I have news for every indif-
ferent American citizen out there, 
young and old: it is your patriotic 
duty to facilitate the election. Your 
vote counts, and there is no real 
reason not to fill out a ballot on 
Nov. 4.  

First, how can people com-
plain that they cannot vote because 
they did not get the chance to reg-
ister? Most students have had the 
chance to register since they were 
17 years old. 

Many high schools offer 
early voter registration.  In addi-
tion, citizens of any age can head 
to their city hall on any weekday 
during regular office hours and 
register to vote there. It is not dif-
ficult to look up the address of your 
city hall building, drive over, take 
10 minutes to fill out a form, and be 
on your way. Often, you can regis-
ter online.

You can also register by 
mail. Just write to your city clerk 
and they will send you a registra-
tion form, and if you will be out-
of-town on Election Day, they will 
later send you an application for an 
absentee ballot, and then the ab-
sentee ballot itself. 

If registering was still a huge 
problem, the Simmons’ Office of 
the Registrar offered registration 
up until Oct. 15. All you had to do 
was fill out a form and hand it in to 
a staff member. You could register 
with your school address and vote 
on Election Day at a nearby poll or 
register with your home address 
and have an absentee ballot mailed 
to you. 

Still, there are people who 
have not registered. In a survey 
conducted by the United States 
Election Assistance Commission 
(EAC) after the 2004 presidential 
election, 89.5 percent of eligible 
voters in Massachusetts were reg-
istered. That is a decent statistic, 

but why isn’t the other 10.5 percent 
registered? 

The more alarming statis-
tic is the voter turnout rate, or the 
percentage of votes counted on 
Election Day compared to the to-
tal number of registered voters. In 
Massachusetts, 64 percent of regis-
tered voters turned out on Election 
Day in 2004. Where were the other 
36 percent? Napping? 

The national average was 
worse: only 60.7 percent of regis-
tered voters turned out. Did 39.3 
percent of registered voters really 
not care who was to become the 
next leader of the United States? 
Let us hope that the turnout shapes 
up for this election. 

Those numbers bring up my 
next question: How can people hon-
estly not care about who becomes 
the next president of the United 
States? Whomever is elected is go-
ing to make policies regarding the 
economic crisis. These policies 
will affect students’ loans, tuition 
costs, future mortgages, and car 
loans. Every American citizen will 
be affected, and each citizen has a 
chance to have an opinion on who 
gets to call the shots by voting. 

I ask any one who believes 
they honestly do not care about 
who wins the next election these 
questions: Has your wallet been 
affected by the crisis? Do you fear 
for your savings?  

You have the opportunity to 
choose who will address these is-
sues. You have the opportunity to 
hopefully prevent another Great 
Depression. You have a say in the 
war in Iraq. 

Your vote is your voice. Do 
not let it go to waste. Use it, and 
use it wisely. 

Some people believe that nei-
ther major candidate will do a good 
job presiding over the United States 
and refuse to vote. What kind of 
philosophy is this? The election 
is still going to happen no matter 
what. You might as well participate 
and vote for the lesser of two evils. 

Refusing to vote is your 
choice, but it is not a smart one. It 
will not help the country rise from 
an economic crisis that could very 
well become a global depression. 
Refusing to vote will not restore 
the job market that we are all about 
to head into, it will not end the war 
in Iraq, nor will it help the effort to 
control global warming. 

Turn on the news. Watch the 
debates anytime on the Internet. 
Think of which candidate you be-
lieve will address these issues in 
the best way for the country, and if 
you cannot, think of who will ad-
dress them better. Then, vote. 

My hour-long ad-
venture inspired 
an appreciation of 
the simple things 
that go unnoticed 
when one’s head 
is stuck in a book.

beyond our campus, which is often 
impossible to access in the library 
or behind a computer screen. 

With demanding classes and 
deadlines before us, such a retreat 
may not be possible on a daily 
basis, but it is at least refreshing 
to know that a way to relax is out 
there, and that we do not have to go 
very far to find it.

Refusing to vote is 
your choice, but it 
is not a smart one.
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Students and faculty raise their glasses

Fifty bottles of champagne disappeared in less than 
an hour as members of the Simmons community cel-
ebrated at the Senior/Faculty Toast.  The event took 
place in the Linda K. Paresky Conference Center on 
Oct. 22.  Doors opened at 5:30 p.m. and people stayed 
until the last drop of champagne was gone.  Members 
of the senior class council spoke, including President 
Jessica Kowalski and Vice President Rahala Alam, as 
well as faculty and professors.  

Professor Sarah Leonard spoke about her hopes 
for the senior class and toasted to the road ahead.  Stu-
dents mingled with their professors while a slide show 
of pictures played in the background.  In addition to the 
champagne, there was a fondue table, cheese, crackers, 
and fruit.  The toast is one of the many senior events 
that takes place at Simmons each academic year. 
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