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Students gathered in Arnold Hall to watch the vice presidential debate last Thursday.

By Ashley Haight
Staff Writer    
  
An increase in voter turnout for 
the 2008 election is anticipated, ac-
cording to the United States Cen-
sus Bureau and the Rock the Vote 
campaign, based on previous vot-
ing statistics.

A record high of 126 million 
people voted in the 2004 presiden-
tial election. Of the 126 million 
voters, 20.1 million were between 
the ages of 18 and 29. This closely 
rivaled the senior vote demograph-
ic of 22.3 million voters.

In 2008, one-fifth of the total 
voter population, about 44 million 
people, was between the ages of 18 
and 29.  

In 1972, 18-20 year olds 
gained the right to vote in all local, 
state, and national elections.  Be-
fore 1972, people had to be at least 
21 in order to vote.

Many “millennial voters,” 
people falling in the 18-24 year old 
age bracket, do not vote because 
they are not interested in politics or 
do not feel that their vote counts, 
according to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau. Others argue that voting is 
important for all age brackets and 
that millennial voters should think 
twice before deciding not to regis-
ter or vote. 

For college students, there are 
some important factors to consider 
when deciding to vote, according 
to Kelci Lynn, a journalist who fo-
cuses on issues regarding college 
students.  In one of her articles she 
listed 10 reasons why college stu-
dents’ votes matter.  

No one else votes with col-
lege students’ concerns in mind, 
according to Lynn. For the most 
part, only college students vote 
with things like educational loan 
rates, educational standards, and 
admission policies in mind, ac-
cording to Lynn’s article.  

Lynn also pointed out that 
many college students start ca-
reers, purchase or rent property, 
purchase health insurance, and get 
married and start families shortly 
after graduating from college.  
These phases in life are things that 
elected representatives make poli-
cies about, so voters should keep in 
mind that the candidates they vote 
for will affect those developments. 

Still, some of the top rea-

Simmons stu-
dents “Rock the 
Vote”

sons registered millennial voters 
give for not voting are that they 
are too busy, they have conflicting 
schedules, or they are out of town 
on Election Day.  The two highest 
reasons for millennial voters not 
registering to vote was either be-
cause he/she was not interested in 
the election or politics, or because 
he/she did not meet registration 
deadlines.  

Voter registration and voting 
procedures are different for each 
state, but there are resources avail-
able so people can make sure their 
vote is counted on Election Day.

All states offer early voting 
for people who cannot make it to 
their polling place on Election Day. 
Early voting allows voters to vote 
at an official election site prior to 
the election. In addition, many 
states offer absentee ballot voting.  

Several online resources have 
information on voting and voting 
rights.  Each state has its own Web 
site with information about voting. 
In addition, there is beabsentee.
org, a Web site that connects to 
each state’s voting site and gives 
specific state guidelines about how 
to register to vote as an absentee 
voter.

Longdisstancevoter.com is a 
site for people voting early or by 
absentee ballot. The site lists dead-
lines for registering for an absentee 
ballot and when the ballot is due.  

The Rock the Vote campaign 
is another source that offers vot-
ing information, more specifically 
for college students. Rock the Vote 
was established almost 20 years 
ago and focuses on registering and 
encouraging 18-29 year olds to 
vote in elections, with the help of 
musicians, colleges, and universi-
ties.  Rock the Vote also performs 
studies of the “millennial voters” 
in order to determine their demo-
graphics, why they are voting or 
not voting, and what issues are im-
portant to them.

The Office of Student Lead-
ership and Activites (OSLA) en-
couraged members of the Simmons 
Student Government Association 
(SGA) to help run the Rock the 
Vote campaign at Simmons this 
year and to attend debate nights on 
the residence campus.

Brazil uses the Internet as educa-
tional device
By Maria Costigan
Staff Writer

The Graduate School of Library 
and Information Science (GSLIS) 
is hosting a series of “brown bag” 
discussions to show the Simmons 
community some of the recent suc-
cesess of the GSLIS. The second of 
these discussions, which took place 
on Oct. 2, focused on information 
technology in Brazil. Assistant 
Professor Sergio Chaparro gave 
his presentation called “Learning 
from Brazil: Information Policies 
in the Giant of South America.” 

“The goal of these lectures is 
to disseminate the research that the 
faculty does and also to propose 
future research,” said Chaparro. “It 
is an informal way to sit down and 
talk about our studies.” 

Chaparro’s presentation gave 
insight into the information revo-
lution in Brazil, and the successes 
of their program, specifically four 
techniques that could be applied to 
other nations looking to improve 
their programs. 

It is important to consider 
the interesting characteristics that 
separate Brazil from most other 
nations, such as its language bar-
rier and size. Chaparro argues that 
Brazil is a Third World country in 
some respects and a First World 

country in others. Its information 
and Internet policy make Brazil a 
First World country, according to 
Chaparro. 

The term “information pol-
icy” means determining the type 
of information collected, created, 
organized, stored, and retained, as 
well as the price to gain access to 
that information and the rules that 
regulate private information ver-
sus public information. Informa-
tion policies treat information as a 
commodity that increases quality 
of life and level of education. 

Chaparro stressed the impor-
tance of governmental influence in 
developing an information policy. 
During the spread of the Internet, 
the Brazilian government devel-
oped the Brazil Internet Steering 
Committee (BISC), a group that 
was in charge of proposing poli-
cies, recommending standards, 
promoting studies and coordinat-
ing allocation of Internet address-
es. According to Chaparro, this 
was a major step in the success of 
Brazil’s program. 

Chaparro also cited strong 
leadership as a strength of the 
Brazilian system. Individuals ap-
pointed by the government were 
sent as liaisons between the public 
and private sectors, and stressed 
the importance of adhering to care-
fully laid plans regarding informa-

tion policies. 
These measures are respon-

sible for bringing Brazil into a 
more modern era. Brazilian Inter-
net portals are available at librar-
ies and provide the public with a 
wide range of information to of-
fer another aspect of education to 
the average person. Having infor-
mation readily available through 
the Internet can aid in healthcare, 
safety, and general well-being of 
the people.

Other South American coun-
tries, such as Peru and Chile, are 
adopting similar policies in order 
to enter the digital age. They hope 
to portray the Internet as a learning 
tool instead of as a means of social 
corruption.

The talk concluded with 
a discussion of what the United 
States can learn from the Brazil-
ian system. Chaparro said that we 
could increase the level of discus-
sion on the topic in our government 
and lay out a plan as specific as 
Brazil’s. It is crucial to have singu-
lar leadership for unified success 
to make our information policies 
more deliberate. 

Professor Rong Tang of GS-
LIS will discuss needs assessments 
for PsycINFO Search: Library  In-
struction and Interface Design Im-
plications on Oct. 9.
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SimmonS in Brief

By Whitney Stanley
Contributing Writer

The need for an educated voting 
public and how to identify the real 
issues at hand were the key topics 
at Dr. Marc Lamont Hill’s presen-
tation, “Where do you stand?: Get 
the facts: Election 2008,” on Oct. 
2. 

The program was co-spon-
sored by Multicultural Affairs 
and the Student Government As-
sociation in conjunction with the 
Asian Student Association, Black 
Student Organization, Caribbean 
Culture Association, Like Minds, 
Organizacion Latinoamericana, 
and Simmons Votes.

Hill is an assistant professor 
of urban education and American 
studies at Temple University in 
Philadelphia.  He is also a public 
“hip-hop intellectual” and speaks 
about education, politics, religion, 

and sexuality. Hill works at Fox 
News and regularly appears on 
the O’Reilly Factor and Hanity & 
Colmes. Dr. Hill was named one of 
America’s top 30 black leaders un-
der 30 years old by Ebony in 2005.

Hill’s presentation covered 
many topics regarding the upcom-
ing election, including the eco-
nomic crisis; immigration; and 
race, class, and gender issues. Hill 
believes that one must pay homage 
to events in the country’s history.  
“The past and the present must be 
linked,” said Hill.  There is no way 
to gage progress without this key 
element.

“You can’t worry about being 
center stage when advocating for a 
cause,” said Hill, “just that you are 
making a difference and opening 
doors for other people.”  

“You need to see past all this 
murkiness to get down to the real 
issues,” said Hill.  The “elephant 

in the room,” he said, “is race and 
gender.” 

Hill expressed his concern 
that by pretending to look past di-
versity, it is inversely projecting an 
intolerant message. Women’s sala-
ries are still lower than men’s, and 
many blacks have higher insurance 
rates than the rest of the country.  
The candidates, however, are not 
addressing these matters because 
they are worried about the criti-
cism that would ensue.

It is not enough to merely 
recognize these issues, but one 
must take action to change the cir-
cumstances. “The only people I 
saw today wearing Obama T-shirts 
weren’t even registered to vote...
that’s not being an activist, it is just 
the world’s largest fan club,” said 
Hill.  

He also believes that it is the 
duty of a citizen to push a candi-
date toward the affairs he or she 

finds important.  The only way to 
affect change is through organiza-
tion and a common goal.  One way 
to accomplish this, “is to organize 
student unions, but then cut across 
lines to create a united front.”  

“We can afford to lose this 
election,” said Hill, “but we can’t 
afford to lose our passion.”  Rather 
than just talking about the coun-
try’s problems, and what the main 
concerns are, each person must 
take action.  Every person has the 
resources to start an organiza-
tion and spread their message.  He 
thinks the Internet, particularly 
blogs, is a good start.

More information on Hill 
can be found through his Web site 
http://www.marclamonthill.com.  
To learn more about his missions, 
visit http://my5th.org/. My 5th is 
the organization he co-founded to 
educate young people about their 
legal rights and responsibilities. 

Expert says: Be an educated voter 
Political professor encourages students to “get the facts”

renee Frojo

Simmons wears denim for cancer research

Simmons employees were invited to take part in Lee National Denim Day 
last Friday in support for breast cancer research and treatment. Partici-
pants were encouraged to donate $5 in exchange for a pink breast cancer 
awareness pin. Lee Jeans created its National Denim Day in 1996; its 
philosophy is:  One day, one cause, one cure. Since 1996, the foundation 
has raised over $70 million for the fight against breast cancer. Donations 
were collected in the Fens on Oct. 2-3. For more information about the 
campaign, visit www.denimday.com. To make a donation, click “Donate” 
and “Team Simmons,” on the Web site, or contact Christine Leland at 
christine.leland@simmons.edu. 

Documentary chronicles womens’ struggle 

Fight Without Fear, a documentary about women in the Philippines who 
are working to organize Filipina women into an active and recognized po-
litical force, was shown last Tuesday in the Special Functions Room. The 
documentary follows women who belong to GABRIELA, the General 
Assembly Binding Women for Reforms, Integrity, Equality, Leadership, 
and Action. GABRIELA, established in April 1984, works to “advance 
the militant women’s movement in the Philippines,” according to their 
Web site. The event was sponsored by the Simmons Institute for Leader-
ship and Change and the women’s and gender studies, economics, sociol-
ogy, East Asian studies, gender and culture studies, social justice, cinema 
and media studies, and honors program departments. For more informa-
tion, contact Carole Biewener at carole.biewener@simmons.edu.

Class of 2012 Council nominees
speak at SGA
Nominees for the 2012 Class Council spoke at the Student Government 
Association (SGA) on Wednesday, Oct. 1. Heather Campos, Blair Grif-
fin, and Stephanie Hunt campaigned for the position of president; Alyssa 
Rizzo and Mary Simeoli for vice president; and Emily Doyon and Alison 
Godbout campaigned for secretary. The nominees cited skills like orga-
nization and fund raising as reasons for their candidacy. In high school 
they held leadership roles as sports team captains, class treasurers, and 
yearbook editors. There was no candidate for class treasurer. 

 After the speeches, SGA President France Belzaire introduced 
the week’s hot topic. Student senators were shown the cover of The New 
Yorker which depicted Sen. Obama as a traditionally dressed Muslim and 
his wife as a terrorist. They were then shown the Vanity Fair cover that 
had been created in response. In it Sen. McCain is shown as sickly old 
man with a walker. His wife is drawn standing beside him holding his 
pills a reference both to his fight against cancer and her former drug ad-
diction. The students expressed disgust with the media’s portrayal of both 
the candidates and their wives.  

 Gabrielle Gibson, the representative for the Black Student Or-
ganization (BSO) said that the portrayal of McCain as an old man was not 
as serious as the depiction of Obama having terrorist sympathies because 
the idea could not be flipped into “something positive.” 

Simmons Radio to stream live Wednesday
Starting Wednesday, Oct. 15, Simmons College Radio (S-C-R) will hit 
the Internet and begin streaming live programming worldwide from the 
brand new studios in the communications department on the third floor 
of the Lefavour building. Communications Chai James Corcoran, who 
has been at the forefront of the effort to bring live radio to Simmons, will 
host the very first show from 12-2 p.m. The inaugural broadcast will be 
available for listening through Apple iTunes by clicking on the “Radio” 
category, and then choosing “College.” 

Chinese Poetry Festival discusses 
contemporary issue
The Simmons International Chinese Poetry Festival took place Oct. 4-5. 
Those in attendance learned about the context of the readings through 
discussions of translation, contemporary issues, and creative writing as 
it is taught in the United States and in the Chinese Diaspora.  Chinese 
poets from abroad joined an open dialogue with American poets and the 
audience. “Diplomacy was a major achievement of this festival,” said Pro-
fessor Afaa Weaver. Poets “had a chance to work together and enjoy each 
other’s company,” according to Weaver.

Compiled by Meredith Blake.
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By Shannon Brown
Staff Writer

Gay culture in suburban Mexi-
can cities, “lucha libre,” “huipils,” 
strikes, immigration, and travel 
safety were the main topics of dis-
cussion at the presentation, “Mexi-
can Enough: My Life Between 
the Border Lines and Traveling 
Alone,” in the Linda K. Paresky 
Conference Center on Monday.

Stephanie Elizondo Griest, 
a seasoned travel writer, informed 
Simmons students, faculty, staff, 
and members of the community 
about what she learned while ven-
turing throughout Mexico.

“They’re tough in a way that 
is unfathomable to me even to this 
day,” Griest said about the Mexi-
can people she met throughout 
her travels. “They are resilient and 
they are tough.”

The discussion, which in-
cluded a reading from Griest’s 
newest book, Mexican Enough: 
My Life Between the Border Lines, 
was sponsored by the Simmons In-
stitute for Leadership and Change 
(SILC), the Center for New Words, 
and the Colleges of the Fenway 
(COF) Global Opportunities Cen-
ter.

“The issues we are talking 
about here are important to stu-
dents,” said Diane Hammer, direc-
tor of the SILC. “ The fact that this 
is happening here makes me very 
proud.”

Robin Melavalin, director 
of the COF Global Educational 
Opportunities Center, added that 
many Simmons students study 
abroad to destinations where their 
ancestors are from. 

“Sometimes we travel to 
come home to ourselves,” said 
Melavalin.

Griest said that her interest in 
traveling around Mexico derived 
from her Mexican heritage on her 

mother’s side of the family. She 
said that when her family would 
get together, she felt left out be-
cause she did not speak Spanish.

“Every time we would go 
over for family meetings, I would 
be this little mute child that was in 
the back, while everyone else was 
having this big old party that I was 
not invited to,” said Griest.

Griest later said that Spanish 
had been the bane of her existence 
for all of her life before she left for 
Mexico City on Dec. 31, 2004.

“So I go there just with this 
desire to finally try to learn a bit of 
this language,” said Griest. “That 
was the one goal I had. History, 
however, had an extra plan in store 
for me. And that [plan] is that Mex-
ico was really in the throws of a so-
cial revolution in 2005 and 2006.”

Griest explained that her new 
book illustrates the underworld of 
Mexico.

She said people would quickly 
realize she did not write a Mexican 
version of Eat, Pray, Love. “This is 
Mexico on the raw side.”

When Griest first arrived in 
Mexico, she lived in an all-male 
artists colony that was the center 
of the gay community in a conser-
vative region of the country. It “is 
considered to be the Alabama of 
Mexico in terms of conservatism,” 
said Greist. 

She added that living with 
gay men taught her more than just 
some vocabulary she was not learn-
ing in her language classes.

“One conclusion that I drew 
very early on in my travels is that 
the status of gays and lesbians in 
society is actually a very revealing 
barometer to the social progres-
siveness of a nation,” said Griest. 

Griest said that her conclu-
sion is that, to a degree, Mexico is 
liberated.

“In 2006, Mexico City actu-
ally passed a same-sex civil union 

law that gives gay couples the right 
to inherit pensions and property, 
to join health and life insurance 
policies, and to make medical deci-
sions for each other.”

However, she added that 
Mexico also had a pronounced hate 
crime problem, exemplified by the 
murder of a prominent gay activist 
while she was there.

Another underworld Griest 
explored was the “lucha libre,” or 
free-wrestling culture.

Biracial author explores her
identity in Mexico

dIane hammer

Griest spoke candidly about what she learned throughout her travels. She described the Mexico she saw as “Mexico 
on the raw”.

Seasoned traveler inspires Simmons students to travel solo

Griest explained that El San-
to, one of the most famous Mexican 
wrestlers, competed for 40 years 
and won all of his 5,000 matches.

“There is a massive cult 
around this masked man,” said 
Griest. 

The third subculture Griest 
encountered was the indigenous 
women who often wear “huipils,” 
blouses traditionally woven and 
worn to express heritage and iden-
tity.

“You actually will see indig-
enous women as you travel around 
the southern regions of Mexico, 
creating these [huipils] on back-
struck looms that always go to the 
highest point of the home, or hut,” 
said Griest. 

“And by doing so, they con-
nect their loom with their womb to 
the highest point, which is believed 
to connect with the ancestors, and 
the ancestors whisper what to 
weave.”

Griest said that indigenous 
Mexicans make up about 10 per-
cent of the total population. She 
describes the indigenous people as 
poor, but part of a proud culture.

Another subculture Griest 
discovered was that of the Mexican 
strikers.

“I like to say that Mexicans 
have as many words for ‘strike’ as 
eskimos do for snow,” said Griest.

She explained that when 
Mexicans partake in the highest 

form of a strike, they gather en 
masse, sit down in front of the seed 
of power of their area, and stay 
there until their demands are met, 
or until they are physically moved.

“The longest strike that I 
researched lasted for four years,” 
said Griest.

She also talked about how 
immigration affects Mexico.

“As you take little buses 
around Mexico into little villag-
es, you will just very quickly see 
something shocking, which is that 
the villages are literally bereft of a 
gender,” said Griest. “Boys, when 
they reach about 15, 16, they come 
here. The ones that are left behind 
are maybe 60, 70-year-old men, 
and there’s no one in between.”

The Mexicans in the United 
States generate a large collective 
income. In 2007, about $24 billion 
was sent from the United States 
into Mexico, said Griest.

Griest ended the lecture by 
giving some advice to a Simmons 
student who was nervous about 
studying abroad.

“I have found time and time 
again, as I’ve traveled around the 
world, you get looked after as a 
woman. Magic happens when 
you’re by yourself. You’ll have so 
many more adventures as a woman 
alone, than you will in any other 
configuration, and you’ll be safer.”

Corrections:
Page 1: 
The article “CEC career fairs help students find jobs” by Ashley 
Haight incorrectly stated that the Career Education Center was host-
ing the Communications Career Info Exchange on Oct. 22 at Suffolk 
University. The CEC is actually co-sponsoring the event. 

dIane hammer

Stephanie Elizondo Griest, author of the new book Mexican Enough: My Life Between the Border Lines spoke at 
Simmons about her adventures in Mexico.



ocTober 9, 20084 The SimmonS Voice BeyoNd BostoN

noteworthy 
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EU deploys monitors in Georgia

European monitors entered the buffer zone around the breakaway region, 
South Ossetia, as part of a ceasefire agreement with Nicolas Sarkozy, 
president of France, despite being denied access from Russia. Russian 
President Dmitri Medvedev promised that he would remove Russian 
troops from the borders of South Ossetia and Abkhazia as planned. 
Medvedev also stated that he sees no reason for hostility between 
Russia and the West, and hopes to resume the North American Treaty 
Organization (NATO) negotiations that were disrupted by the Georgian 
conflict. He sighted the lack of significant ideological differences 
between Russia and the west as reason for NATO cooperation.

Zimbabwe experiences one of history’s harshest inflations

Zimbabwe’s economy is collapsing due to one of the most extreme 
hyperinflations in history, similar to Germany in the 1920s. Its citizens 
have stopped reporting to work because their daily salaries would not 
cover the cost of taking the bus to work. The banks have set daily 
maximums that restrict the amount of money that can be taken out of 
an account per day. These restrictions have led to widespread hunger: 
parents must wait in line for four days to take out the equivalent of one 
or two U.S. dollars to buy a bag of flour. The only possible solution 
would come from the removal of Robert Mugabe, Zimbabwe’s president 
for the past 28 years, from office. Mugabe refuses to relinquish control 
of the finance ministry to those more equipped to solve the crisis. 

North Korean nuclear site has United States worried 

Rumors that North Korea is reactivating its nuclear weapons program 
sent a top U.S. negotiator to Seoul for negotiation talks. His success is 
questionable due to his refusal to publicly announce the outcome of the 
talks. In August, North Korea stopped disassembling its main nuclear 
site and began reversing the process. This site would enable North Korea 
to produce nuclear weapons from used nuclear energy fuel. The fact 
that North Korea invited an American specialist raised hopes that they 
were ready to negotiate, but suspicions published in a North Korean 
newspaper also raised caution. The newspaper reported that smoke was 
seen rising from the site of the main nuclear complex, possibly from 
burning clothing and equipment used for the rebuilding process. These 
suspicions remain unconfirmed by the North Korean government. 

Car bomb kills seven Russians in South Ossetia

Just days before Russians planned to remove their troops from the 
breakaway region, South Ossetia, the region was the site of a car 
bomb explosion that killed seven Russians. The president of South 
Ossetia, Eduard Kokoity, said he has no doubt that the explosion was 
ordered by Georgia as an attempt to “undermine efforts to stabilize the 
situation.” But the Georgian president claims that Russia is at fault for 
the explosion. He claims that Russia ordered the explosion to halt the 
removal of troops from the region. There have been multiple reports of 
other explosions, one of which occurred when Russian peacekeeping 
officers detained two men who had undocumented firearms and their car.
The car exploded at Russian headquarters, killing two and injuring eight. 

Pakistan finds itself at war after confronting Taliban

Over 20,000 Pakistani people have fled the country seeking shelter 
in Afghanistan after the entire country has become a war zone. The 
increase in military action mirrors the increase in militant action 
against the Pakistani Army.  The Army, aided controversially by 
the United States, is fighting Al-Qaeda and Taliban forces on three 
fronts. One of the fronts, a region called Bajuar, is historically home 
to tribesmen. The Pakistani army hopes to win their favor in order to 
defeat the Taliban there.  Civilian deaths in these three fronts are not 
uncommon, but no accurate estimates have become available as of yet. 
The government’s preoccupation with defeating the terrorist groups 
has angered some civilians. They demand that someone take the blame 
for the growing amount of civilian casualties. The need for help has 
reached such a level that the Red Cross has sent a surgical team to 
help the injured. The Taliban continues to terrorize people across the 
nation who refuse to adhere to their strict guidelines. The general public 
has begun to wonder why the government cannot stop the terrorism. 

Information from www.nytimes.com and compiled by Maria Costigan.

By Matt More and Karl Ritter 
(C) aP 2008

STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) –Two 
Japanese citizens and an American 
won the 2008 Nobel Prize in phys-
ics on Tuesday for discoveries that 
help explain the behavior of the 
smallest particles of matter.

American Yoichiro Nambu, 
87, of the University of Chicago, 
won half of the 10 million kronor 
(U.S.$1.4 million) prize for the 
discovery of a mechanism called 
spontaneous broken symmetry.

Makoto Kobayashi and Toshi-
hide Maskawa of Japan shared the 
other half of the prize for discover-
ing the origin of the broken sym-
metry that predicted the existence 
of at least three families of quarks 
in nature.

The academy said the trio 
“presented theoretical insights that 
give us a deeper understanding of 
what happens far inside the tiniest 
building blocks of matter.”

In physics, the idea of sym-
metry refers to a kind of equality 
or equivalence in a situation. At the 
subatomic level, for example, you 
should not be able to tell whether 
you are watching events unfold di-
rectly or in a mirror, or whether a 
movie of those events is running 
forward or backward. And par-
ticles should behave just like their 
alter egos, called antiparticles.

If any of these rules is vio-
lated, the symmetry is broken.

One big broken symmetry 
arose immediately after the big 
bang, when just a tiny bit more 
matter than antimatter was cre-
ated. Because these two kinds of 
particles annihilate each other 
when they meet, that excess of 
matter was responsible for seeding 
the visible parts of the universe.

Nambu introduced his de-
scription of spontaneous symme-
try violation into particle physics 
in 1960.

The Nobel citation said Nam-
bu’s theories now permeate the 
Standard Model of physics, which 
is the basic theory of how the uni-
verse operates. For example, they 
help explain why different particles 
have different masses.

In 1972, Kobayashi and 
Maskawa explained why an ex-
periment eight years before had 
found that some subatomic par-
ticles called kaons failed to follow 
the rules of symmetry. Their ex-
planation predicted the existence 
of three unknown subatomic par-
ticles called quarks. In fact, sci-
entists discovered those predicted 
particles between 1974 and 1994.

Kobayashi and Maskawa also 
predicted that symmetry would be 
broken in the behavior of other par-
ticles, called B-mesons. Scientists 
confirmed that prediction in as 
early as 2001.

Nambu said he was awak-
ened by the academy, which called 
to tell him about the prize.

“I was surprised and hon-
ored. I didn’t expect it. I’ve been 
told for many years that I was on 
the list (to get the award),” he said. 
“I had almost given up.”

The Japanese-born Nambu 
moved to the United States in 1952 
and is a professor at the Enrico 
Fermi Institute at the University of 
Chicago, where he has worked for 
40 years. He became a U.S. citizen 
in 1970.

Kobayashi, 64, works for the 
High Energy Accelerator Research 
Organization, or KEK, in Tsukuba, 
Japan. Maskawa, 68, is a physics 
professor at Kyoto Sangyo Uni-
versity in Japan’s ancient capital of 
Kyoto, who also teaches at Nagoya 
University in his hometown in cen-
tral Japan.

“I wasn’t expecting the 
prize,” Kobayashi said. “I’ve been 
only pursuing my interest.”

“It’s an honor to receive the 
prize for my work from [a] long 

time ago,” Kobayashi said at a news 
conference in Japan. “I wrote that 
paper more than 30 years ago.”

Kobayashi seemed to be as-
tonished by the big crowd of re-
porters and said “Looks like it’s a 
big deal.”

His news conference was 
interrupted by a phone call from 
Prime Minster Taro Aso, who con-
gratulated the 64-year-old profes-
sor.

In a separate news conference 
at his university, Maskawa said, 
“As a scientist, I’m not thrilled by 
the prize.”

“I was happier when our find-
ings were acknowledged around 
2002. The Nobel Prize is a rather 
mundane thing.”

The last Japanese citizen to 
win the physics prize was Masa-
toshi Koshiba of the University of 
Tokyo in 2002. He shared half of 
the prize with Raymond Davis Jr. 
of the United States for work in de-
tecting cosmic neutrinos. Ameri-
can Riccardo Giacconi received 
the other half of the prize for his 
work that led to the discovery of 
cosmic X-ray sources.

The 2008 prize is “recog-
nizing one of the most basic and 
fundamental aspects of existence,” 
said Phil Schewe, a physicist and 
spokesman for the American In-
stitute of Physics in College Park, 
Md. “Nature works in strange 
ways, and these three physicists 
helped to explain that strangeness 
in an ingenious way.”

On Monday, three European 
scientists won the Nobel Prize in 
medicine for separate discoveries 
of viruses that cause AIDS and 
cervical cancer.

The prizes in chemistry, lit-
erature, and the Nobel Peace Prize 
will be announced later this week, 
while the economics award will be 
presented on Monday.

U.S. and Japan share Nobel Prize in physics

By Sutin Wannabovorn
(C) aP 2008

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) – Thai 
riot police clashed Tuesday with 
thousands of protesters who bar-
ricaded Parliament and vowed to 
block the government from exiting 
the building. A deputy prime min-
ister resigned to take responsibility 
for the chaos.

More than 100 people were 
wounded, including two protesters 
who had parts of their legs blown 
off by what police said were ex-
ploding tear gas canisters.

The violence, which began 
shortly after 6 a.m. when police 
first cleared the street outside Par-
liament, surged again in late after-
noon, as the authorities fired count-
less volleys of tear gas to break 
through the protesters’ cordon so 
lawmakers could leave.

Witnesses reported hearing 
gunshots, though who was firing 
them could not be determined. 
Some police had been armed with 
shotguns, and an AP Television 
News reporter saw a protester who 
was carrying a gun.

Rioting protesters also set fire 
to parked cars, trucks and vans.

About a mile away from the 
fighting, an unidentified person 
was killed when a Jeep SUV ex-

ploded near the headquarters of the 
Chart Thai Party, a member of the 
six-party coalition government of 
Prime Minister Somchai Wongsa-
wat. Police said they suspected a 
bomb caused the blast, but could 
provide no other details.

Even before the violence es-
calated, Deputy Prime Minister 
Chavalit Yongchaiyudh resigned.

Chavalit, the deputy prime 
minister in charge of security, was 
seen as a key figure in helping the 
government resolve the protesters’ 
long-standing confrontation with 
the authorities.

“What happened was partly 
my responsibility in failing to re-
solve the conflict,” he said in his 
resignation letter, according to Ag-
riculture Minister Somsak Prisan-
anantakul.

Recently appointed Prime 
Minister Somchai Wongsawat was 
forced to sneak out of the Parlia-
ment to avoid being spotted by 
angry protesters demanding his 
resignation.

Protesters led by the People’s 
Alliance for Democracy have oc-
cupied the grounds of the prime 
minister’s office since late August. 
They expanded their protest over-
night by marching to the nearby 
Parliament, and erected barbed 
wire and tire barricades to block 

Somchai from delivering his first 
policy speech to lawmakers.

Riot police moved in after 
sunrise and fired multiple rounds 
of tear gas canisters to clear a path 
for the government and lawmak-
ers.

Somchai opened the parlia-
mentary session after a 90-minute 
delay but as he spoke chaos esca-
lated outside the building. Anti-
government protesters regrouped 
and barricaded all four entrances 
to the Parliament, saying their goal 
was to block top officials from 
leaving the building.

Police fired more tear gas 
canisters to disperse a group of 
demonstrators armed with wooden 
batons and slingshots, who were 
throwing firecrackers at police. 
The opposition Democrat Party 
boycotted the speech.

It was unclear how Somchai 
left the building, but he arrived by 
helicopter later in the day at the 
Supreme Command Headquar-
ters to meet with army chief Gen. 
Anupong Paochinda and Supreme 
Commander Boonsrang Niempra-
dit.

“Victory is near. We are sur-
rounding the building,” one of the 
protest leaders, Somsak Kosaisuk, 
told a cheering crowd.

Thai police fire tear gas into crowd 



5The SimmonS VoiceocTober 9, 2008 BeyoNd BostoN

Shark Sightings

By Jessica Hambleton
Staff Writer

Lacrosse was announced as a new 
varsity sport by Athletic Director 
Ali Kantor this past summer.

 Kate Leonard was appointed 
as the head field hockey and la-
crosse coach. The department was 
excited to add the sport in hopes 
of drawing more potential student 
athletes. 

“Sixteen years ago, when I 
was first hired, there were 11 sports 
offered here at Simmons. We made 
the decision to shrink down to eight 
sports in order to become more 
competitive in our conference. We 
are now at that level, so it was time 
to add lacrosse,” said Kantor.

Though the lacrosse season 
does not start until Feb. 15, 2009, 
Leonard and the Simmons Athletic 
Department are looking forward to 
an exciting fall. 

Leonard and the athletic staff 
are hoping to get started early this 
year. The coaching staff is work-
ing on putting together a “fall ball” 
schedule and organizing fundrais-
ers to help finance the new team. 

Many spring sports, including 
softball, take advantage of the fall 
weather to practice outside before 
New England’s winter sends them 
inside to condition. The coaching 
staff plans on using this fall season 

to acclimate student athletes to the 
new sport.

Lacrosse is considered a fast-
paced game. It requires sprinting 
endurance as well as strong hand-
eye coordination. 

“Lacrosse athletes have to be 
quick and aggressive all over the 
field,” Leonard said.

According to uslacrosse.org 
the sport of lacrosse is a combi-
nation of basketball, soccer, and 
hockey. 

Quickness and speed are the 
prized qualities in the sport. La-
crosse is one of the fastest growing 
team sports in the United States, 
including one of the fastest-grow-
ing sports in the last six years at the 
National Collegiate Athletic Asso-

ciation (NCAA) level.
 The team will play and prac-

tice six days a week. The average 
lacrosse practice will be two hours 
and games will be one hour.

This past summer, Winsor 
school renovated the shared fields 
between Simmons and Winsor and 
added state-of-the-art turf. The 
team will be practicing and com-
peting on the new fields.

Simmons College lacrosse 
will compete in the Great North-
east Athletic Conference (GNAC). 
Currently, the women’s lacrosse 
teams in the GNAC are Emerson 
College, Lasell College, Norwich 
University, Pine Manor College, 
Saint Joseph College, and St. Jo-
seph’s College of Maine. 

 Simmons lacrosse will also 
compete against teams outside the 
GNAC, including Mount Ida Col-
lege.

Leonard graduated from 
Williams College in 2004 where 
she played midfield on the lacrosse 
team. Leonard lead her team to the 
NCAA final eight her senior year. 

That year Leonard also made 
the All-NESAC and the IWLCA 
teams.  On her list of personal ac-
complishments, Leonard’s lacrosse 
team went to the NCAA finals in 
2000 and won the ECACs in 2001.

After graduating from Wil-

“Lacrosse athletes 
have to be quick 

and aggressive all 
over the field.”

~Kate Leonard,
fieLd hoCKey and LaCroSSe 

CoaCh

Simmons welcomes new lacrosse team to 
athletic department 

ProvIded by kaTe Leonard

Kate Leonard, the head lacrosse coach, graduated from Williams College 
after leading her lacrosse team to the NCAA final eight her senior year. 

liams College, Leonard became in-
volved with MetroLacrosse. For the 
past few years Leonard has worked 
with the Dorchester-based organi-
zation providing free, year-round 
lacrosse to Boston urban youth.

All Simmons students with 
NCAA eligibility can try out for 
the team. In order to meet NCAA 
eligibility, students must be taking 

classes full time, which is three or 
more classes per semester.

 If you are interested in play-
ing lacrosse for Simmons, coach 
Leonard can be contacted at kate.
leonard@simmons.edu or at 617-
521-1013.

Volleyball
  

  at Albertus Mag-
nus/Pine Manor 
Noon and 2 p.m.

  Oct. 12

Lesley 7 p.m.
 Oct. 15

Soccer
at St. Joseph’s (CT) 

11 a.m.
Oct. 11 

Johnson & Whales 
7 p.m.
Oct. 15

Field Hockey
  Castleton 1 p.m.

  Oct. 11

 Elms 7 p.m.
Oct. 14

Tennis
Emerson 11 a.m.

Oct. 11

 at Brandeis 11 a.m.
Oct. 12

Crew
Head of the 

Charles Regatta 
Oct. 18-19

make people laugh. tell a story in pictures. cre-
ate an image in words. question the status quo. 
keep people on their toes. win awards. give out 
awards. be part of something larger than your-

self. make new friends. learn new skills. 
share your skills with others. understand other 
perspectives. discover the power of your own 
voice. get a reaction. write. draw. photograph. 

opine. design. edit. lay out.
get involved. 

join the simmons voice. 
the possibilities are endless.

6 p.m. Sundays.
arnold hall living room.



Recent Events:
Swimming & Diving:

Loss at Plymouth
(151 - 142)

Basketball:
Loss at Emerson

(62 - 58)

What’s Coming UP!
Swimming & Diving
at NEISDA 2/19-2/21

Basketball: 
St Joe’s (CT)  

Home on 2/13 (1pm)
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Professor Graves and Doherty: Broadcast-
ing their Passion for Basketball

Women To Watch in the 2010 
Olympic Games

Fox Scores 1,000 Points
for her Basketball Career

Countdown to Vancouver
Winter Olympics 2010

1 DAY UNTIL THE
OPENING CEREMONY!

The Olympic cauldron will be lit on
 February 12, 2010 

at 7:30 p.m. on NBC

Stay tuned for weekly updates on all 
the Olympic games and infomation 

about the US althletes.

By Kelly Bell
Contributing Writer

The opening ceremony for the 
2010 Winter Olympics in Vancou-
ver will air Friday, Feb. 12 at 7:30 
p.m. The opening ceremony is a 
unique, large-scale celebration. Its 
purpose is to capture the spirit and 
personality of the designated city 
of that Olympic Games and its host 
country’s culture. Most important-
ly, it is a celebration of the world’s 
greatest athletes. The opening cer-
emonies are certain to put us in the 
mood for the rest of the Olympic 
competitions.

While all of the Olympic 
Games are sure to be entertain-
ing, there are a few you definitely 
shouldn’t miss. First is the Biath-
lon, a sport that combines cross-
country skiing and rifle shooting.  
The Biathlon competition involves 
ten separate events that contestants 
race to complete in the shortest 
amount of time. Magdalena Ne-
uner, a competitor from Germany, 
won the World Cup title in 2008 
and her performance has been long 
awaited since she caught a severe 
flu in 2009 and struggled in the 
world championships. Neuner is 
set to come back a fierce competi-
tor in the 2010 Olympics. The live 
medal presentations for Women’s 
Biathlon will take place Feb. 23, 

along with a special performance 
by The Fray.

Olympic figure skating in-
cludes three different competi-
tions: singles, pairs, and ice dance. 
Ice dance is sure to be an exciting 
competition this year. It is similar 
to ballroom dancing, as the skat-
ing partners remain in contact 
throughout most of their number. 
American pair Meryl Davis and 
Charlie White were 2006 Olympic 
silver medalists before they were 
sidelined by an injury. After win-
ning their second straight US title 
last week, they are ready to make a 
strong impression at the Olympics. 
Watch them in the free dance com-
petition Feb. 22 at 1:45 p.m.

The skeleton is one of the 
more frightening Olympic Games. 
For this sport, a skeleton slider 
grasps the handles on either side of 
his or her sled, runs as fast as pos-
sible for approximately 50 meters, 
and then dives head first onto the 
sled. Sliders lie on their stomachs 
and steer by shifting their bod-
ies very slightly. British competi-
tor Shelley Rudman won the sil-
ver medal at the Torino Olympics 
four years ago. She recently won 
a bronze medal at the European 
Championships and is ready to dive 
head first into the Olympic Games. 
The Women’s Skeleton competi-
tions begin Feb. 18 at 1:00 p.m.

Snowboarding is a recent and 
exciting addition to the Olympic 
Games. Only having been an of-
ficial Olympic sport since 1998, it 
is one of the most viewed sports of 
all the games and a common favor-
ite is the halfpipe competition, in 
which, one snowboarder at a time 
performs a routine of acrobatic 
jumps, twists and tricks on the in-
side of a half-cylinder-shaped snow 
tube or ramp while moving from 
one side of the halfpipe to the oth-
er. American Kelly Clark won the 
gold medal for Womenís Halfpipe 
at the 2002 Salt Lake City Olym-
pics and Hannah Teeter won gold 
at the 2006 Torino Olympics. Both 
women are expected to be strong 
competitors in the 2010 games. 
The Women’s Halfpipe qualifica-
tions begin Feb. 18 at 9:30 a.m., 
1:00 p.m. for the semifinals, and 
3:00 p.m. for the finals. 

No matter what the tempera-
ture is outside or whatever else is 
going on this winter, one thing is 
for sure, this yearís winter Olym-
pics are sure to be filled with lots 
of exciting events.

For more information on the events 
and athletes, please see the official 
Winter Vancouver Olympics at 
www.vancouver2010.com.

Jessica Hambleton
Staff Writer

The Simmon’s Sports Professors 
are taking it to the next level. As 
the Sharks gear up for their last 
home game against St. Joe’s (CT), 
and the seniors celebrate Senior 
Day, Professors Daren Graves and 
Leanne Doherty will be creat-
ing another milestone at the Hol-
mes Sports Center. This Saturday 
Graves and Doherty are broadcast-
ing the first play-by-play basketball 
game in Simmons College history. 

Professor Len Mailloux, fac-
ulty advisor to the radio station, has 
been waiting for the right talent to 
step up to the plate, and these two 
professors have proved they have 
what it takes. 

Both Graves and Doherty are 
no strangers to broadcasting or to 
the game of basketball. 

“That’s my sport,” said Do-
herty. At a young age, Doherty was 
making history in her basketball 
career. Her father actually peti-
tioned so his daughter could play 
on a town team, which, until then, 
was made up of all guys. 

After falling in love with the 
sport as a child, Doherty took a 
more competitive approach to the 
game. She spent her weekends trav-
eling and playing on highly com-
petitive AAU and Junior Olympic 
teams. 

Once Doherty started to 
play in high school, her coaches 
noticed that not only was she a 
distinguished player, but also a 

prominent student. As an outstand-
ing scholar who was able to juggle 
schoolwork and basketball, many 
of Doherty’s teammates consid-
ered her a role model. 

Doherty’s persistence paid 
off when she went to college. Al-
though she went to Clark Univer-
sity, in Worcester, on an academic 
scholarship, she still wanted to play 
the game she loved: basketball. 

While at Clark, Doherty ad-
mits that playing a power forward 
and only being 5’9” was a reward-
ing battle. All of her hard work was 
worthwhile, especially when her 
team won the ECAC New England 
title in ‘96. 

Professor Daren Graves 
didn’t compete at the collegiate 
level like Doherty, but he played 
basketball most of his childhood 
and throughout high school. 

As a child, Graves grew up 
in Venezuela and played the more 
popular South American sports, 
soccer and baseball. When he was 
in the fifth grade his family moved 
to the United States and settled in 
Connecticut, where he fell in love 
with basketball.

Throughout high school, 
Graves was a persevering three-
sport athlete. In between focusing 
on his schoolwork, he played soc-
cer, basketball, and baseball. 

Graves did not compete at the 
collegiate level and instead focused 
predominantly on academics while 
at Yale University. 

Both Doherty and Graves 
have continued their passion for 

basketball and athletics after hang-
ing up their competitive kicks. 
Graves still plays in pick-up leagues 
whenever he can and cheers on his 
favorite college team, the Syracuse 
Orangemen. 

“I love college basketball,” he 
said. Graves also admits to being 
a Lakers fan. “I was a huge Magic 
Johnson fan as a kid.”

Graves has a kiddie hoop in 
his house for his three growing 
girls, whom he hopes one day, may 
take over their father’s love of the 
game. 

After college, basketball re-
mained a big part of Doherty’s life 
as well. She currently serves as 
the faculty representative for the 
NCAA and the co-faculty basket-
ball liaison at Simmons. 

This dedicated duo has more 
than just the sport in common. 
Both Graves and Doherty believe 
that student athletes have an ad-
vantage beyond the playing field. 
“Athletics enhances students ca-
reer,” says Doherty. “It serves as a 
major positive. Student athletes are 
better organized than most, and 
are able to manage their time more 
productively.”

Ultimately, those involved in 
the broadcast want to build a stron-
ger relationship between faculty 
and students. Not only is it a tool 
to bring two campuses together, 
but hopefully it will strengthen the 
athletic support between faculty, 
staff, and student athletes. 

While building this stron-
ger bond, they are also looking 

to have some fun. Doherty and 
Graves have used their “off-the-
cuff” sports show as a way to stay 
involved and entertain their friends 
and family. 

The conversational show, 
which isn’t scripted, discusses ev-
erything from collegiate to profes-
sional sports. And though Graves 
and Doherty have a years experi-
ence inside the studio, this week-
end’s broadcast is a new playing 
field. 

“Everything is new,” said 
Graves, when talking about the 
first play-by-play broadcast in Col-
lege history. The only experience 
he admits to having with calling 
out plays are the calls he makes in 
his living room while watching his 
favorite teams. 

rIsLey sPorTs PhoTograPhy 
On Saturday, January 30th, 2010, senior Stephanie Fox scored her 
1,000 point for her Simmons basketball career during the Shark’s 
win verses the Mount Ida College Mustangs.
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By Christina Lenis
Staff Writer

The tall buildings and bustling 
streets of Cape Town began to van-
ish as my face pressed up against 
the tour bus window. The beauty 
of Table Mountain was behind me. 
The only thing ahead was miles of 
highway bordered by thousands 
of shacks on either side. My head-
phones blared Amy Winehouse’s 
music as my heavy eyes closed into 
a deep sleep.

Thirty minutes later, our 
pudgy Indian tour guide, Badresh 
Kara, picked up a microphone and 
announced that we had entered 
Khayletisha, a township north 
of Cape Town. My eyes slowly 
opened, sensitive to the sunlight.

I thought about the comfort-
able bed I would be sleeping in, 
and I wondered how many girls I 
would be sharing my room with. I 
was hoping for just the one room-
mate I had had throughout the trip, 
but considering it was a B&B and 
smaller than the hotels we had 
stayed in, I figured there might be 
more.

The bus shook from side to 
side as the cement-paved roads 
gave way to bumpy dirt ones. As 
we headed farther into the town-
ship, the shacks grew closer and 
closer together–a random assort-
ment of one-story bungalows made 
from scraps of wood, metal, plas-
tic and other discarded materials. 
Women in long skirts carried bas-
kets on their heads as children ran 
alongside our mini-bus and waved.

Suddenly the bus stopped, 
and I stood up from my seat and 
peered out the window as the wind 
blew a hand-painted sign hang-
ing from the small tin shack that 
spelled out in brightly colored let-
ters: “Vicky’s B&B.”

I looked frantically at the 
other girls getting off the bus and 
soon found myself standing out-
side, surrounded by a half-dozen 
intensely curious black children 
competing for my attention.

Minutes later, I was ushered 
into the sitting room, which was 
crammed with mismatched furni-
ture. Its wood walls were covered 
with newspaper reviews of the inn, 
postcards from past guests, and a 
poster-size advertisement for the 
place.

A plump woman wearing 
a fez shook hands with me as I 
grabbed a seat in a gray fabric-
covered reclining chair. Vicky told 
us she opened her B&B nine years 
ago to get people to experience 
township life for themselves. She 
was tired of the negative stories 
circulating about Khayletisha and 
of seeing tourists taking pictures 
through the windows of their mas-
sive buses and then disappearing, 
as if they had been visiting a zoo.

 “We’re not animals, we don’t 

eat people,” she said. “Why don’t 
they get out of the buses and talk 
to us?” It was then, she said, that 
she decided to do township tours, 
which blossomed into overnight 
tours and led her to start a B&B. 
And here we were.

After her greeting, Vicky of-
fered us a tour of the neighborhood. 
As we made our way back outside, 
she warned us to not be alarmed 
by the children who would join us. 
They would try to hold our hands, 
she said.

Halfway into our walk, one 
of the older girls took off her san-
dals and gave them to a younger 
child. A rush of emotion came over 
me as I thought back to the bucket 
of shoes I carried into the residence 
hall my freshman year in college–
how spoiled I am, I thought. Or am 
I just lucky?

We stopped outside one 
small, brightly painted cement 
house where a heavy-set woman 
with a fuzzy black beret stepped 
out and invited us in for a chat. Her 
home doubled as a soup kitchen for 
HIV patients, the disabled, and the 
elderly.

Upon entering, we sat on 
plastic-covered chairs and couch-
es. But before she told us her sto-
ry, she coughed several times and 
apologized for not speaking clear-
ly–she had influenza. My mind 
raced, thinking: germs, spreading 
through the air. I kept my hands in 
my lap and told myself not to touch 
anything. The last thing I needed 
was to get sick.

As she spoke, the crisp win-
ter air blew through her home. A 
relative of hers had recently passed 
away do to the influenza epidemic 
and now she was sick, she said, 
adding that she hoped she would 
make it through the winter.

I missed most of the rest, as I 
contemplated my options for health 
care if I was to get sick during my 
township stay.

As we headed back to 
Vicky’s, we encountered several 
older teenage boys playing soc-
cer in the street. One kicked the 

ball over to me. Slightly deflated, 
it rolled slowly toward me, and I 
attempted to show off my soccer 
skills. The boy smiled, did some 
of his own moves, and kicked it 
back as the children who had ac-
companied us played with the rest 
the group.

One of my friends sat on the 
steps with four “personal hair-
dressers” running their fingers 
through her long auburn hair as 
they carefully braided it. Another 
child hung upside down, her feet 

straddling my friend’s neck as she 
looked up and smiled for a picture.

I ran back into the house, 
grabbed my video camera, and de-
cided to film the children telling 
me what they wanted to be when 
they grew up. 

After 20 minutes, I put my 
camera down and walked over to a 
small tin-roofed garage attached to 
Vicky’s where children were play-
ing hand games and hula-hoops. 
The kids insisted I join them, so 
I picked up the pink plastic ring, 
dropped it around my hips, and be-
gan rocking back and forth. It fell 
to my knees within seconds, and 
my audience giggled as they tried 
to teach me why I was failing.

After a while I grew tired and 
dropped onto the curb in front of 
the B&B, listening to music from 

a shebeen (bar) across the street as 
a soft wind blew on my face. But 
after I closed my eyes for a few 
seconds and began to drift off with 
my thoughts from the day, I felt 
something touch my hair. When I 
opened my eyes, I found not four 
but six “personal hairdressers” 
ready for their next customer–me.

They would not take no for 
an answer, so I let them work their 
magic as another little girl made 
me a chain out of gimp. When she 
was done, she handed me the or-
ange and green strand and tied it 
to the zipper on my gray hoodie. 
I gave her R5 (65¢) as she smiled 
and ran home to put it away.

An hour later, I found more 
energy and went outside to play 
soccer again, running up and down 
the street as the children ran after 
me. Soon I had a partner–Zinkona. 
We played against two other girls–
Sirve and Sephanthi. Meanwhile, 
my friends looked on, knowing my 
phobias, and looked shocked to see 
me playing like this with all the 
children.

I pointed my finger in the 
direction I planned on kicking the 
ball and told Zinkona to go long as 
I booted it down the street. But Se-
phanthi got in the way, and the ball 
hit her hard in the knee. She had no 
shoes or kneepads on, and the hard 
ball left a bright mark. Tears rolled 
down her cheeks as her friends ran 
over to see if she was okay. I patted 
her on the back and apologized, but 
she ran into her house as the other 
children dispersed.

A few minutes later, Sephan-
thi came running back out of her 
house wearing sandals. She was 
ready to play again. I smiled to 
myself as I realized how strong she 
was. We played a few more games, 
and then it was time for dinner.

As eight o’clock rolled 
around, the other girls were escort-
ed to their new quarters, while my 
roommate and I sat on the couch 
with Vicky’s family watching The 
Last Samurai with her daughter 
Malande squished between us.

“I like your tackies,” she said, 

pointing at my shoes.
“My what? You think my 

shoes are tacky?” I said, looking 
down at my light blue sneakers.

“No, your tackies. Umm...
they’re like a shoe,” she said. 

“Oh, you mean sneakers. 
Yes, you like my sneakers. Thanks! 
Here, try one on,” I said, taking a 
shoe off and handing it to her. 

She slid her bare foot into it. 
“These are nice,” she said with an 
impish smile, which showed a few 
of her upper teeth, as she got off 
the couch and walked around the 
room.

“Now I look like you,” she 
laughed, sitting back down and 
sliding her foot easily out of the 
shoe. It was a few sizes too big, but 
in a few years she might grow into 
it.

We sat in silence as the movie 
played on. A few minutes later she 
turned to me and asked, “When are 
you coming back?”

“I am here until Tuesday,” I 
said.

“No, when are you coming 
back individually, by yourself?” 
she said.

I looked at her innocent face, 
and it hit me: I did not have an an-
swer.

Probably never, and if so, not 
for many years. This was a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to experi-
ence South Africa and learn about 
its people. I was not sure when I 
would get another chance to do it.

As I thought about this, tears 
began to roll down my cheeks. I 
thought about the people I was 
with, how happy they were with 
what to me seemed like the worst of 
conditions. When Malande asked 
why I was crying, I tried to play it 
off because I had no answer.

She wiped my tears and got 
me some tissues.

As I sat there, the children 
brought Vicky and her husband 
dinner. They spoke  in Xhosa 
among themselves, and as they 
talked I became intensely aware of 
our cultural differences.

Here I was in a shack in the 
middle of Africa, as far away from 
home as I had ever been (and then 
some), but amidst it all, I was find-
ing the meaning of family. Here 
were people so different from me 
who were just sitting around eating 
and talking and watching a movie 
on the TV. This could just as easily 
have been my family.

It was difficult to grasp the 
concept that people living in what 
seemed to me such poverty were 
smiling and wiping my tears away. 
They were so strong, they had such 
hope–and sitting there that night, 
I realized, I was no longer a tour-
ist, no longer a guest, but part of 
Vicky’s family. 

South African reality transforms 
Simmons student

This article is the twenty-second in a series of articles on South Africa,  an outcome of the Spring 2007 study 
abroad course COMM/POLS 328 “Human Rights in South Africa,” led by Professor Dan Connell, whose 
next trip is scheduled for Spring 2009. The collected articles appear in Old Wrongs, New Rights: Student 
Views of the New South Africa (Africa World Press, 2008), available in the College bookstore or on amazon.
com.  

dan ConneLL/The Image Works

Children from the Khayelitsha township play with Simmons reporters.

dan ConneLL/The Image Works

Simmons reporters outside of Vicky’s B&B in Khayelitsha.
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Simmons: meet your president
By Shannon Brown
Staff Writer

A mother. A successful profes-
sional. A former Peace Corps vol-
unteer. A women’s college gradu-
ate. A two-time Simmons graduate 
school alumna. 

This is the interim president 
of Simmons College, Helen Dri-
nan.

Drinan took her new role at 
Simmons this summer. 

“So when Susan said she was 
stepping down in the spring, the 
Board made the decision to con-
sider two ways to go to replace Su-
san,” says Drinan. 

One way was to go around 
the country searching for a group 
of candidates. The second way was 
to create a list of people who were 
close to the college, so that there 
could be an expedited interview-
ing process.

The Board members who 
were deciding how to replace 
Scrimshaw made up the nominat-
ing committee and were headed by 
Regina Pisa, the committee chair. 

In the end, Drinan was cho-
sen to be the new president of Sim-
mons College, however, she is not 
planning on holding this position 
for long.

“My contract is for three 
years, and who knows after that 
what will happen,” says Drinan. 
“But at the moment that’s my plan 
and that’s the College’s plan.”

Though Drinan took the po-
sition just this summer, she has 
been involved with Simmons since 
she came here for graduate school 
in the 1970s.

Drinan holds degrees from 
both the Graduate School of Li-
brary and Information Science and 
the School of Management.

Her relationship with Sim-
mons has evolved over the years. 
She became the executive in resi-
dence at the School of Manage-
ment in 2001 and joined the Board 
of Trustees in 2003.

“She was the alumna trustee 
for the School of Management 

when she first came on the Board,” 
says Sheila Murphy, dean of stu-
dent life.

Murphy first met Drinan at 
Mount Holyoke College, where 
Murphy was the dean of students 
before she came to Simmons.

Drinan’s daughter, Julie, was 
a student there. “So I met her, real-
ly through her daughter. That was 
in the early ’90s,” says Murphy.

Murphy says that she could 
tell Drinan was a smart, focused 
professional, and a great parent 
when she met her. 

“She has always been a high 
visibility professional woman in 
Boston,” says Murphy. “I certainly 
knew of Helen after I didn’t have 
any contact with Julie anymore be-
cause of her corporate career.”

Murphy also says that when 
she had her first job as the director 
of residence life at Mount Ida Col-
lege in Newton, Drinan’s husband, 
Dave, was the director of residence 
life at Wellesley College. 

“He was a huge mentor to a 
whole bunch of people who were 
young directors of residence life at 
the time,” says Murphy. 

Today, Drinan says her hus-
band of 40 years is her best friend.

“I’m not sure it was always 
true for the full 40 years, but it is 

now,” says Drinan. “It’s hard to 
maintain a long term relationship 
like that.”

Besides her husband, another 
important person for Drinan is 
Mary Adel Robinson. 

“I would say she is my hero,” 
says Drinan. “She is a nun who runs 
a social service agency. Their pri-
mary client target is young women, 
in their early thirties, single moms, 
with some kind of domestic vio-
lence or addiction problem in their 
background. They do all sorts of 
good works, and Mary Adel is just 
dedicated to being there in the out-
post and the darkness for anyone 
she can.”

Drinan says that she was not 
always as focused on spiritual de-
velopment as she is today.

“I was raised Catholic and I 
remain Catholic today,” says Dri-
nan. “It is a material part of how 
I live my life. It’s a frame of refer-
ence for me.” 

Chair of the Board of Trustees

In 2007, Drinan was named chair 
of the Board of Trustees at Sim-
mons.

“Last year, when I became 
chair, I was basically doing my 
homework, by coming here and 
meeting people,” says Drinan. “My 
role as chair was to basically get to 
know the key people in leadership 
positions, so when we were orches-
trating board meetings and things 
like that, I had a working knowl-
edge of how the College worked.”

Drinan says that she worked 
with former President Scrimshaw 
as the head of the Board.

“As the year went by, it was 
clear that the Board was very anx-
ious, I’d say, to see the strategic 
plan done. So I was working more 
with Susan on that than I ever had 
before been active on a day-to-day 
basis.”

The strategic plan is the di-
rection for how people want to di-
rect their energies to advance the 
interests of the college, according 
to Drinan. 

She got to know the school 
better while working on the strate-

gic plan.

Drinan’s plans for the future

Though her contract is only for 
three years, she has some ideas for 
the direction Simmons should go.

“I think the most important 
contribution to this College at this 
time in its history, is to really re-
look at the purpose that Simmons 
College had when John Simmons 
founded it,” says Drinan. “We need 
to think about how we can continue 
to carry on that work in a way that 
differentiates Simmons from other 
educational alternatives.”

One of the big issues for Sim-
mons over the past few years has 
been class size, but Drinan has a 
plan for that.

“I want there to be as many 
students enrolled as we can take 
and afford a great experience for 
the students here,” says Drinan.

“Last year, we entered a class 
of 479. Everyone here experienced 
it as way too crowded,” says Dri-
nan. “This year, we aimed for 450. 
We didn’t get 450, we got more 
like 400, and that is a problem in 
the budget. So somewhere between 
450 and 500 I think is the right 
number.”

Drinan explains the reason 
for a 500-person cutoff is over-
crowding.

“We don’t want our class-
rooms crowded, we don’t want the 

residence campus crowded, and 
we know that it already is, and we 
don’t want students to be closed out 
of courses that they really want to 
take because there’s such demand 
that we don’t have enough oppor-
tunity to go around.”

Drinan explains that although 
overcrowding is always a concern, 
there must be enough students en-
rolled in each program to make in-
vesting in it worthwhile.

“We want to make sure that 
the number of students we’re bring-
ing here is large enough so that you 
can study things with a cohort of 
people large enough make that 
meaningful,” says Drinan.

One of the most challenging 
aspects concerning class size at 
Simmons is that only four percent 
of high school-age females will 
even look at a woman’s college, ac-
cording to Drinan. 

“We’re trying to find those 
very few tiny numbers that really 
want a women’s college education. 
And then we’re trying to find the 
ones for whom Simmons is the 
best fit. That’s a hard admissions 
process.”

Drinan, who now has Sim-
mons College interim presidency 
to add to her list of accomplish-
ments, is ready to begin her new 
career and this new chapter of her 
life at Simmons.

john gILLooLy, PrInCIPaL PhoTograPhy

Helen Drinan is currently serving as 
interim president at Simmons.

Take a great escape on a budget
By Elisabeth Buell
Contributing Writer

College students have made their 
way back to Boston for the fall se-
mester and already, some just do 
not want to stick around. Senior 
Sarah Bertin said, “I just got back 
to the city and I kind of want to do 
something different.”

Bertin is not the only person 
craving a little trip. Incoming first-
years and returning students might 
be wondering what there is to do 
around here other than seeing Red 
Sox games or shopping on New-
bury Street. Boston’s prime loca-
tion offers countless opportunities 
for quick travel up and down the 
East Coast.

Numerous attractions and 
scenery entice Bostonians to dis-
cover what lies outside the city. 
Portland, Maine, Salem, Mass., 
Providence, R.I., and New York 
City are among the most popular 
locations for nice, cheap getaways. 
Not only does each of these cities 
have a unique culture and vibrant 
life, but with fall foliage starting to 

emerge, the ride to each destination 
is sure to offer a pleasant change of 
scenery. 

With seasonal as well as year-
round activities, Portland, the larg-
est city in Maine, has more than a 
full day’s worth of fun. The city’s 
downtown district puts on free 
concerts and shows for the pub-
lic. Portland’s small boutiques and 
shops reflect the city’s diversity 
and flare. The shops offer clothes, 
antiques and trinkets for every 
taste and style. From antique fur-
niture to one-of-a-kind handbags, 
Portland’s shopping district will 
only leave visitors wanting to stay 
a little bit longer.

 A cheap getaway, traveling 
to Portland can prove to be a great 
way to spend pocket money.  North 
Station has a flexible train sched-
ule, a round-trip ticket costs $78. 
If you’re on a tighter budget, the 
Concord Coach line runs buses all 
day for only $35 round trip. Both 
the train and bus rides take about 
two hours, and offer a relaxing sce-
nic ride. 

With Halloween right around 

the corner, there’s no better place 
to go than Salem to experience the 
true essence of the holiday. For all 
of October, Salem buzzes with ex-
citing and exotic witch and pirate 
museums, as well as an array of 
specialty shops and restaurants. 

A local Salem favorite is the 
Peabody Essex Museum. It is the 
oldest museum in the United States 
and is home to a wide variety of ex-
hibits and shows. Other must-see 
favorites are the haunted city tours 
and haunted hay rides. These fun 
tours bring visitors on memorable 
excursions through historic Salem 
and offer unique and ghostly sto-
ries. You can find a complete list-
ing of the town’s activities at www.
hauntedhappenings.com. 

Salem’s renowned restau-
rants are also top attractions. This 
picturesque historic town is a mere 
$10.50 away by train from North 
Sation. 

The last two destinations lie 
south of the Hub.  Providence, R.I. 
is another not-to-be-missed city. 
Providence Place, a large, well-
known mall, attracts visitors from 

around the area. However, the city 
itself has many activities that can 
interest all sorts of people. 

A number of daily events are 
a sure hit with everyone who visits. 
Market Bazaar Thursdays are great 
opportunities to find everything 
and anything that you might want. 
There are vendors of used books, 
antiques, crafts, and all sorts of fun 
artifacts. Similarly, the Providence 
Open Market houses a number of 
independent artisans who gather to 
share and sell their works. Both are 
free to the public and a real treat to 
experience. 

A round-trip ticket from Bos-
ton to Providence is only $15.50. 
Buses also leave frequently from 
South Station for $19 round-trip. 

Last is a city worth taking 
two days to explore. New York 
City attracts visitors from all over 
the world bringing together differ-
ent cultures, traditions and tastes. 
The Big Apple  houses some of the 
world’s most unforgettable sights as 
well as an incredible nightlife. Not 
only is it exquisite for its renowned 
shops and museums, but New York 

City simply emits an aura that will 
make any visitor feel in awe. 

Getting there is easier than 
you may think. Flying from Bos-
ton’s Logan Airport to JFK Inter-
national can be as little as $199. An 
alternative to flying is Amtrak’s 
Acela train. This train gets you 
from city to city in a little over 
two-and-a-half hours. The price 
tag can vary depending on time of 
travel, but  it usually costs between 
$178 and $240. However, for col-
lege students on a budget, the bus 
might be the cheapest way to go. 
This four-hour trip can cost as little 
as $30 round trip. 

These are only a few loca-
tions among a variety of places 
that should be visited while living 
in Boston. Transportation and time 
allow students to take trips up and 
down New England for the week-
end. Students like Bertin will sure-
ly find that travel in New England 
can be a nice, well-deserved break 
from the daily grind.  

john gILLooLy, PrInCIPaL PhoTograPhy

Drinan has been involved with Simmons since attending the College for 
graduate school in the 1970s.

This is the second part of a two-part 
series on the new interim President Helen 
Drinan.



FeaturesocTober 9, 2008 9The SimmonS Voice

She is Simmons: Eicher dreams of 
filmmaking
By Amanda Gross
Staff writer

Amy Eicher is a public relations 
and marketing communications 
major. “Oh no,” people may say, 
“another addition to some corpo-
rate monster.”

Not so fast. Eicher, 21, from 
North Reading, Mass., stays much 
more grounded to her values than 
the average greedy business per-
son.

“People think, ‘Oh, you’re 
just a spin doctor,’ but that’s not 
what I’m about at all,” she says. 
“It’s important to me to stay true to 
who I am in this field.”

Eicher, putting the finishing 
touches on her communications 
major and Simmons’ brand new 
cinema and media studies minor, 
loves the communications field, 
but realizes her track can have neg-
ative associations.

“I have a communications 
personality,” she says. “I like inter-
acting with people, but when you 
get to that polished corporation 
side it can have smarmy connota-
tions.”

Eicher’s activities outside of 
the classroom keep her especially 
grounded.

Co-leader of the Simmons 
Christian Fellowship, now the 
Rooted in Love Christian Fellow-

ship, since spring 2006 and mem-
ber of the Honor Board, Eicher also 
volunteers outside of Simmons at 
My Brother’s Table, a soup kitchen 
in Lynn, Mass. 

“Volunteering and activism 
have always been important to 
me,” she said. “I feel like my main 
purpose is to love people, and for 
me a way to do this is service to the 
community.”

Though her Christianity cer-
tainly helped in shaping these be-
liefs, Eicher says she has been in-
formed more by her faith than the 
actual religion.

Perhaps it was this faith that 
led her to take a risk in May of 
2008 and move to Los Angeles to 
work for the summer.

“I thought, ‘I’m due for a big 
adventure,’” she says. 

And a big adventure it was. 
With no money and no solid job 
plans, Eicher took off to the West 
to meet the grand opportunities 
that awaited her there. 

After finding a car and apart-
ment, Eicher spent the beginning 
of the summer working for a dance 
photographer, with whom she trav-
eled to such destinations as Las 
Vegas. Soon after, Eicher started 
as an intern at two major film com-
panies.

“I was uncertain I even want-
ed to work in entertainment,” she 

says.
Her first internship of the 

summer was with Di Novi Pic-
tures, the film production company 
started by Simmons alumna Denise 
Di Novi. Eicher made connections 
with Di Novi when the producer 

visited campus last spring.
Working for Di Novi Pictures 

as a script and screenplay develop-
ment intern for the first part of her 
summer, Eicher went on to find her 
true calling at Paramount Pictures.

“I was unsure of this intern-
ship–I thought it was going to be 
way too technical,” she says. “But 
when I drove into the parking lot, I 
knew it was my place.”

Finding this internship 
through Facebook, Eicher had 
been in contact with Paramount 
since March 2008. She worked as 
an interactive media marketing de-
partment intern.

“I found my niche at Para-
mount–I came in early, I stayed 
late–I was always happy there,” 
she says.

This niche–as well as the 
connections she made in Los An-
geles–will lead Eicher to pursue 
a career back at Paramount after 
graduating. She hopes to work in 
online film marketing but is open 
to working with film in other ca-
pacities, she says.

Eicher’s main goal in her 
career is to avoid the “smarmy 
connotations” that the field elic-
its. A lifelong activist, Eicher said 
she wants to integrate her two 
passions–community service and 
communications.

“I know that activism is going 
to be a part of my life,” she says.

She is off to a good start–her 
chosen film company, Paramount 

Pictures, is renowned for its hu-
manitarian activity, producing such 
films as An Inconvenient Truth, Al 
Gore’s environmental documenta-
ry. The company also participates 
in Habitat for Humanity, a non-
profit Christian housing organiza-
tion that Eicher also devoted time 
to while in Los Angeles. 

Though she states that most 
people see entertainment as the 
“antithesis” of spiritual goodwill, 
she is confident that she will al-
ways find ways to relate the two.

“The way I see it, if I’m gift-
ed in a certain area then I should 
pursue that and find other ways to 
integrate my passions into it,” she 
says.

Eicher believes that her time 
at Simmons has made her a stron-
ger woman. 

“I’ve been so inspired by my 
professors and fellow students,” 
she said. “It makes you feel like 
you can do anything. I think it was 
this confidence that led me to L.A. 
this summer.”

Eicher no longer feels limited 
in her dreams. 

“They say Simmons ‘gives 
women a voice,’” she jokes, “but 
even the cheesy stuff comes from 
somewhere. I found my voice at 
Simmons.”

It is with this unbounded 
voice that Eicher urges her young-
er classmates to achieve the same 
great confidence she did.

“Experience things,” she ad-
vised. “Listen to what your class-
mates say because you can learn 
from their experiences. Find some-
thing you love and find a way to do 
it.”

Her exhilarating experiences 
in Los Angeles inspired Eicher to 
impart one final bit of advice to 
Simmons undergrads.

“We learn a lot from being in 
the classroom,” she said. “But it’s 
up to us to take the next step and 
apply it. Dream big.”

ProvIded by amy eICher

Eicher as she first stepped into the Pacific Ocean on Santa Monica Beach.

ProvIded by amy eICher

Eicher and her friend Meghan pose with the statue from Bob’s Big Boy in Burbank, Calif.

“I found my niche 
at Paramount–I 
came in early, I 

stayed late–I was 
always happy 

there.”
~amy eiCher,
CLaSS of 2009
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Richs’ colors pop and play in Trustman
By Lee Hershey
Staff Writer

From February 8 until March 18, 
the Simmons College Trustman 
Gallery presents the joint exhibi-
tion of mother and son artists, Ellen 
Rich and Matthew Rich. Artists’ 

reception will be held on Tuesday, 
February 9, 5:00-7:00 p.m.  

In a joint statement of their 
work featured in the Trustman 
press release, mother and son ex-
plained, “While our work and our 
approach share many things, there 
is much that is different, and we 
have learned this well. We have 

supported, pushed and stretched 
each other in a deeply reciprocal 
manner. It is no accident that we 
have ended up like this.” 

Although mother and son 
may go in different directions with 
their work, the attraction that they 
both share in abstraction and in 
color certainly expresses the mo-
tivations of their art of connection 
and relationships. They are the 
hues of candy, specifically bring-
ing to mind the shades of blues, 
greens, yellows, oranges, pinks 
and reds of candy buttons. Perhaps 
it is this polychromatic delight for 
the eyes which flavors this cur-
rent exhibition. While the works 
themselves may confuse or fail to 
express figuratively any meaning, 
the richness of contours, textures, 
and perspectives tantalize and give 
other meanings. 

Matthew Rich showed his 
work earlier this year at the Sam-
son Projects, an art gallery located 
on 450 Harrison Avenue in the 
SOWA area. His other most recent 
showing was at the Mills Gallery; 
however, for Matthew Rich, 2009 
was a busy year with a total of nine 
gallery showings across the states 
and even Switzerland and Mexico. 
His career as an artist has spanned 
over ten years or more, from Bos-
ton to Florida to California and 

even Switzerland. Rich received 
his MFA from the School of the 
Art Institute in Chicago. Current-
ly, the artist teaches visual arts at 
Northeastern College.  

As for his mother, she ob-
tained her training at the School 
of the Museum of Fine Arts after 
going to the Massachusetts Col-
lege of Art for her Master of Art 
Education degree. Her career as 
an artist spans twice as long as her 
son’s, although her work has been 
featured more locally to the Boston 
and Massachusetts area. Reviews 
of her work have appeared in The 
Boston Globe, Arts Media, The 
Boston Herald, The Boston Phoe-
nix, Art New England, and The 
South End News.  

The Sunday, February 7 issue 
of The Boston Globe featured the 
artist exhibit at the Trustman.

Both mother and son are at-
tracted to different mediums to 
create their art, just as each are at-
tracted to the same buoyant inten-
sities of colors, similar shapes and 
images, as well as the same mini-
malist format.  

The abstractions are pro-
duced in a wide range of materials, 
repeating figures swinging back 
and forth between two-dimen-
sional to three dimensional projec-
tions. It is curious to see that even 
when the same images, the same 
figures are repeated, the reshaping 
and transformations which occur 

when different mediums are used 
have the effect of rebirth; becom-
ing something new from the old, 
something taken into entirely dif-
ferent direction.  

With Ellen Rich’s work, her 
style tends to be more rounded, 
circular shapes defining her art. 
In her artist statement listed on 
her website (http://www.ellenrich-
art.com/), Rich describes her it as 
“the notion of ‘coming full circle’ 
[…] The content seems to follow 
the different stages of my life and 
helps me to understand where I am 
in the world.” 

While Matthew Rich’s most 
recent work patterns similar uses 
of round shapes, his past work 
shows favoritism towards linear 
usages of lines and figures which 
tamper with time and space.  

However, both use vivid and 
contrasting colors, shapes which 
suggest and play with perspec-
tives. With such basic figures and 
lines, they are fundamental and 
seemingly simple, and yet, upon 
further observation, intensify and 
complicate.  

The Trustman Gallery hours 
are 10:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. For more informa-
tion, visit the Trustman Art Gal-
lery website.

Lee hershey

The Richs’ work defy space and perspective, leaping off a 2-dimensional 
plane

Lee hershey

The polychromatic color scheme of the exhibit is candied and colorful, 
enjoyed at best, in person.

Lee hershey

The work takes on meta-physical and scientific elements, almost as if they 
were studies of molecular chemistry.

By Lee Hershey
Staff Writer

From February 8 to 14, musical, 
artistic, and fashion talents will be 
congregating in Boston South End 
for the Get Together Event. New 
to Boston, Get Together is a week 
long New England Electronic Mu-
sic Festival which has a program 
that includes over 100 performanc-
es, 30 or more events, classes and 
forums, shows and parties, all of 
which aim involve electronic mu-
sic and Boston’s nightlife scene.   

The schedule for the week 
featured highlights like: 

On Monday, DJ/Ruptire at 
Good Life (28 Kingston Street). 

On Tuesday, at Hearthrob 
(288 Green Street), Udachi and AC 
Slater made their premiere, while 
in Allston, Phantogram played at 
the Great Scott (1222 Common-
wealth Avenue) and Keith Fuller-
ton Whitman showcased at Mobius 
Gallery (725 Harrison Avenue). 

Wednesday’s line-up includ-
ed Untold at Good Life, Dirtybird 
at Phoenix Landing (512 Massa-
chusetts Avenue), Das Racist at 
Great Scott, and Red Bull Music 
Academy (1 Gerrys Landing Road) 
hosted Klever and Congorock. 

Thursday shows Irish musi-
cian Sian at the Audubon Circle 
Bar (838 Beacon St) and Central 
Square’s Phoenix Landing hosts 
English musician Bryan Gee. 
Great Scott keeps up the beats all 
weeklong, premiering Neon Indi-
ans, while the Middle East Club 
(472 Massachusetts Avenue) hosts 
on one floor Orchard Lounge and 
the Kids at the Bar on another.  

On Friday, UK’s Sinden plays 

with Boston’s Shuttle downstairs 
at The Middle East Club. Upstairs, 
Yes, Giantess plays with Body 
Language. Lee Burridge comes to 
the Underbar (275 Tremont Street) 
with Embrace. 

Saturday, the party spills all 
over Boston: the Institute for Con-
temporary Art (100 Northern Av-
enue) holds DJ classes, the YMCA 
in Cambridge (820 Massachusetts 
Avenue) hosts Dan Shea’s all-age 
activity dance sessions. MassArt 
(621 Huntington Avenue), artist 
Zebbler exhibits a VJ session.  

The party then ends on Sun-
day with a record fair and trade 
show all day at the Villa Victoria 
640 Tremont Street). A fashion 
show at 4pm also features stylists 
Ariana Paoletti (Deconize) and 
Gillian Bowling (Distro.y, The 
Void Above), as well as Carrigan 
Denny-Brown who manages and 
buys for Poor Little Rich Girl on 
Newbury Street. 

The fashion show, going with 
the theme of the week, is a re-mix 
fashion show. The three stylists and 
designers are reworking and refur-
bishing garments “to make them,” 
as Denny-Brown says, “futuristic, 
exciting and avant-garde.”  

One will feature five looks 
of 80’s culture meeting futuristic, 
street-punk chic. Another stylist is 
doing a Victorian-futurist, dark and 
artistic look, also known as steam-
punk. Denny-Brown’s portion of 
the show will be a total of ten looks 
altogether: a 60’s mod meets futur-
ism/surrealism style, with “pop-
culture references abounding,” she 
adds.  

According to Denny-Brown, 
“We're proud to say that the Get 

Together is a new event, and I'm 
quite sure nothing of it's kind has 
ever taken place in Boston before

The festival also featured a 
DJ competition. Entries were due 
by January 14 to be considered. 
The winner would receive a slot 
to play during the week at one of 
the Together Showcase events. The 
winning mix will also be promoted 
on the Together website, CD, and 
by Boston’s Weekly Dig.  

The festival will be covered 
not only by the Weekly Dig, but 
photographers from Teaparty Bos-
ton and Bold Vision Video Produc-
tion. “We're going to get as many 
photographers as possible,” Den-
ny-Brown explained, “to capture 
different angles and perspectives 
of the expo and [fashion] show,” as 
well as the festival in its entirety. 

Sponsors include The Liberty 
Hotel: Beacon Hill, Boston, Kara-
mloop.com online street-wear, 
Weekly Dig Magazine, The Red 
Bull Music Academy, MassArt, 
Goethe Institut, the New England 
Conservatory, Institute of Con-
temporary Art, Berklee College 
of Music, Villa Victoria Center for 
the Arts, and many others.  

Most events are free, but to 
purchase tickets to other events, or 
to receive more information, go to 
their website togetherboston.com. 
The full schedule of the week is 
listed as well as venues’ addresses 
and numbers.

Beats meet the streets 
all over Boston
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Dear John, you are a romantic flop
By Meredith Wish
Staff Writer

I shouldn’t have expected any-
thing epic from a film adaptation 
of Nicholas Sparks’ Dear John, but 
this was dreadful. Careful, my next 
line contains a spoiler: this film was 
basically The Notebook without the 
happy ending people wanted. 

Nicholas Sparks’ books-
turned-films have a certain math-
ematical equation: poor boy and 
rich girl fall in love in the south, 
some house/building, kissing in the 
rain, something tragic happens to 
separate the couple, another lover 
intervenes, more crying between 
the lovers, and sappy ending. 

What happens when col-
lege student Savannah (Amanda 
Seyfried), who is on spring break, 
meets Special Forces Army Ser-
geant John (Channing Tatum), who 
is also on a two-week break?

 They of course fall madly 
in love and promise to write to 
one another for a year. When 9/11 
happens John asks to extend his 
service. He breaks the news to Sa-
vannah on his time home and they 
both have to endure writing letters 
to one another for an additional 
two years. Yet, for Savannah, the 
time away from John is too much 
to tolerate and she moves on---
writing him one last letter begin-
ning with “Dear John,” and ending 

with, “Goodbye.”
Seyfried believes a long dis-

tance relationship is plausible. 
“It’s hard to connect, when 

you have that much time away 
from somebody, itís hard to stay 
connected in each other’s lives.  So 
thatís one thing that youíre really 
fighting. Love is just like that all 
the time. I definitely think there’s 
that one person in the world for 
everybody---it’s completely pos-
sible,” she said. 

I have several issues with this 
film: first, the timing. The audience 
was completely left in the dark as 
to what year it was until seeing a 
gratuitous 9/11 image. In addition, 
the audience never knows how 
much time has elapsed after Savan-
nahís last letter to John. Everyone 
in the film shows some signs of ag-
ing, except Savannah. Throughout 
the entire film Savannah continues 
to appear ageless, a young college 
student with long hair. 

Another issue with the movie 
is its lack of realism. I do not want 
to sound stereotypical, but no col-
lege student goes on spring break 
looking for love. If love does hap-
pen, realistically, it takes more than 
two weeks. The film also lacked 
any sexual tension, romance, or 
passion between the two charac-
ters in the montage of “love” clips 
shown of the two weeks. 

The sexual relations between 

the two characters were not very 
believable, especially as it was a 
contemporary film. The audience 
understands Savannahís character 
is innocent, but there was only one 
passionate make-out scene, mak-
ing this relationship implausible. 
The audience also presumes John’s 
character is not as innocent. In one 
scene he asks Savannah if she slept 
around implying to the audience 
that he hopes for her to say yes. 

When John does come home 
to announce that he will continue 
his term, Savannah immediately 
objects. However, itís difficult for 
the audience to identify with her, 
especially when she has not creat-
ed a bond with him for him to want 
to stay. In plain terms, why would 
a male stay for a girl without the 
chance of an intimate relationship? 

Of course the director Lasse 
Hallstrom knew the audience 
would subconsciously think about 
the intimacy issue and includes the 
anticipated obligatory sex scene. 
When the moment finally comes, 
it is an epic fail. The scene lasts a 
minute, shot from overhead to see 
Tatum’s muscled back and Sey-
friedís crying face. No kissing, just 
crying. When seeing this, it became 
hard to deduce whether Savannah 
wanted to have sex with John or 
forced herself to in hopes of keep-
ing him.  Perhaps her tears merely 

the interaction between these two 
stars did not leave a dry eye in the 
entire theatre. 

“I owe that entire scene to 
him because itís a very emotional 
scene.  I haven’t really had a lot of 
experiences with those in my ca-
reer.  He was just so there for me,” 
Tatum said.

In addition, Tatum took in 
a lot from Jenkins’ performance. 
“He’s such a giving actor.  I think 
thatís one of the things I learned 
from him.  He takes it so serious 
and he came in and wrote some 
of his scenes just off the character 
that was in the book,” he said. 

The film somehow got a PG-
13 rating, but was a G to PG film. 
The romance in this film, howev-
er, deserves a D+. The whole plot 
seemed unrealistic and unsatisfy-
ing. The ending was also left un-
solved, and too much ambiguity 
left viewers restless. 

Also, I have never read the 
book, but from seeing the film, I 
could tell there was a lot of charac-
ter development left out. Viewers 
of the film never got a chance to see 
their characters grow, therefore the 
came across as negatively shock-
ing and untrue. 

The film does have an open 
ending which some viewers inter-
preted as hope. But for me, it was 
unsatisfying.

represented her sadness over John 
extending his term. Assuming that 
it was the latter that Hallstrom was 
attempting, the ambiguity is unset-
tling, leaving viewers unsatisfied 
and puzzled. 

The acting in this film was 
decent. Tatum surprisingly out-
shone Seyfried’s performance. His 
was more emotional, hers overly 
melodramatic. Seyfried’s charac-
ter came across as fake and ironi-
cally selfish. Savannah was to be 
depicted as unselfish throughout 
the plot, but by the end of the film 
she wanted it all: the love of her life 
whose heart she broke and the new 
“love of her life,” who she openly 
admits to not fully loving as much 
as John. Consequently, she came 
off as an awful character breaking 
two hearts. 

In spite of this, Seyfried liked 
her selfish character. 

“It was a little bit different. It 
was darker and I like the character 
a lot more,” she said. 

The real talent of this film was 
the role of Johnís father, Mr. Tyree 
(Richard Jenkins). The film would 
have been more effective and beau-
tifully done if it was expressed as 
a relationship between a father and 
son, and how a female brought the 
two together. The acting between 
Tatum and Jenkins was incredible 
and highly powerful. In one scene, 

By Meredith Wish
Staff Writer

Dear John costars Amanda Sey-
fried and Channing Tatum gave in-
sight on their lives—romantic and 
professional—in an interview with 
The Voice. 

Seyfried expressed her ro-
mantic inclinations when she con-
fessed she did not like the ending.

“I’d make it happier,” she 
said. “I was so depressed after I 
saw the first cut of that film.” 

Tatum, however, disagreed 
and went with a more realistic ap-
proach. 

“I think if I was the direc-
tor, thatís probably exactly what I 
would have done,” he said. “You 
don’t know whatís going to happen 
20 years down the road.”

Seyfried used past boyfriend 
experiences to help her develop her 
role.

 “I got a love letter that’s like 
something I still keep really near 
and dear. It was the most roman-
tic thing anyone’s ever written to 
me,” she said. “It’s from an old 
boyfriend and I still read it and I 
feel like a princess when I read it 
because someone went through all 
the effort to write it. It’s amazing,” 

In response to Seyfried’s 
dreamy flashback, Tatum also ex-
pressed the importance of love let-
ters. 

“If you haven’t written a love 
letter in a long time, you don’t have 
to sit and mail it,” he said. “You 
don’t have to do anything, just 
write whomever your loved one is, 
write her something, and you’ll be 
amazed at the reaction,” he said. 

Besides their past loves, both 
Seyfried and Tatum are on to big-
ger events. Seyfried is sadly leav-
ing the show Big Love to focus 
more on films. 

 “I was working on it for 

Talking with the stars: Amanda Seyfried and 
Channing Tatum

six years and I really wanted 
to move back to New York, 
 she said. “I’m definitely planning 
on going back to Big Love next 
year, just not in every episode.”

Seyfried is intrigued by her 
current character on the show, 
who is dating three people at once. 
Seyfried admitted entertaining the 
idea in her own life.

 “It would be fun, 
 she said. “Here’s why: my boy-
friend is always away and I get 
lonely. It would be nice to have 
someone to fill in for him, but that’s 
really not natural. It is justified on 
the show, though, but I don’t think 
I could actually date three men at 
the same time. I think that would 
just be mean.” 

Tatum also has plans to con-
tinue with another G.I. Joe film. 

“They picked new writers, 
I’ve heard, and I’m hoping that 
they’re scheduling it for 2011,” he 
said. “It’s the writers of Zombie-
land, so we got some good writers 
this time. I hope that we can just 
take our time a little bit and get it 
right.”

Tatum, understanding the 
lack of popularity of the first G.I 
Joe film, is now excited for the new 
writers for the sequel. Tatum does 
want to expand the types of roles 
he receives.

“Oh man, I kind of want to 
play a villain. I haven’t played a 
villain yet and I want to go down 
that dark road and see what hap-
pens” he said.

 Hopefully, in the future 
Tatum fans will see a drastic dif-
ference in the roles he plays. 

Seyfried also wants a change. 
“I would love to do period movies. 
I would love to do something that’s 
set in a time that I just don’t under-
stand. That would be really amaz-
ing,” she said.

And Then There’s 
This takes on viral 
culture
By Maria Costigan
Staff Writer

Every time we go online, we ob-
serve and partake in countless bits 
of viral entertainment that sweep 
through the collective media minds 
of millions of people. These mor-
sels of mediated distractions are 
called memes. More specifically, 
memes are units of cultural ideas 
and practices that spread from per-
son to person. 

Bill Wasik, Editor at Harper’s 
Magazine and media phenomenon 
enthusiast, studies how memes and 
the Internet are changing our cul-
ture. In his book And Then There’s 
This: How Stories Live and Die in 
Viral Culture, Wasik introduces a 
number of his social experiments 
and explains that the first thing to 
know about memes is that they are 
intense, widespread, and extreme-
ly short-lived. Most are functional 
only in their ability to contribute to 
a larger, mediated awareness of the 
“plugged-in” population. They are, 
as Wasik suggests, “nanostories.”

And Then There’s This is a 
fascinating look at how the public 
interacts with memes and nanos-
tories, and furthermore, how it has 
changed not only the way people 
communicate, but the way we in-
terpret our roles as communica-
tors.

This book is much more than 
a commentary on pop culture. It is 
a careful study of the way we learn 

about and participate in pop cul-
ture.  Wasik’s ideas suggest that we 
don’t just listen to music anymore. 
Now, we watch the way we listen to 
music as a self-aware study of the 
way we (as music consumers) con-
tribute to the musical atmosphere. 

His idea of the “media mind” 
as a universal participatory outlet 
for discussion, commentary and 
creativity is in the process of chang-
ing culture from every angle. 

“The Internet is revolution-
ary in how it has democratized 
not just culture-making but cul-
ture monitoring, giving individual 
creators a profusion of data with 
which to identify trends surround-
ing their own work and that of oth-
ers,” Wasik claims.

And Then There’s This ap-
plies Wasik’s theory to five dif-
ferent scenarios, the first of which 
was an experiment in meme mak-
ing that garnered significant atten-
tion: The Flash Mob, a seemingly 
random congregation of hundreds 
of people in a public place for spec-
tacleís sake. 

Wasik then takes on some 
more mainstream case studies: the 
underground world of indie-music 
blogs, Huffington Post’s Conta-
gious Festival (in which he won the 
contest for ëmost viral websiteí), 
a stint in viral marketing, and an 
attempt to bust into viral partisan 
politics. 

Wasik’s thesis walks the line 
between the power of individual 

participation and the phenomenon 
of collective action. He touts the 
Internet Age as a time where ev-
eryone’s opinions can be given and 
heard, and simultaneously watches 
wide-eyed as those opinions tend 
to look quite similar. 

In his discussion about the 
cutthroat and self-deprecating 
world of indie music, Wasik points 
out how the Internet has made it 
impossible for people to be satis-
fied with music for long periods of 
time. 

Anyone can post some no-
name local band’s single on their 
personal blog and through the bril-
liance of linking, it can have made 
it to Pitchfork, the go-to website for 
indie music, in less than a month. 
When there’s always new music, 
listeners’ attention spans shrink 
significantly. 

Wasik is clearly passionate 
about this stuff. He has gone to 
great lengths to study his effect 
on Internet culture and is fascina-
tion is evident. He comes across 
as slightly pretentious, detached, 
witty, but repetitively hysterical 
and completely avant-garde. 

And Then There’s This is a 
necessary read for anyone inter-
ested in the changing face of com-
munication and our mediated con-
sciousness. 
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And Then There Was the Word
A column about our language: “From ‘Bad’ to ‘Worst’”

Waiting by the phone
A book and a social experiment

Directions: Fill in the 
squares with numbers 
one through nine. Ev-
ery three-by-three box 
should include every 
number one through 
nine once, as should 

every row and column. 
The answers to this 

Sudoku will appear in 
next week’s issue.
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By Kate Clavet
Staff Writer

A few weeks ago, I met a guy while 
standing in line at a Red Sox game.  
We were both wearing our work-
place IDs and started talking about 
work since we realized we had 
that in common. This turned into 
a long conversation about college, 
hometowns, and interests.  He was 
really pleasant and friendly, and 
cute in his own way; we spoke for 
a long time.  But then, when the 
time came, we parted ways with a 
casual “bye.”  I could not tell if he 
was just passing the time talking to 
me, or if he had a genuine interest 
in me.  

This weekend while I was 
working, he stopped by my work-
station and walked right up to me, 
just to talk.   He is ideal–intelligent, 
kind, funny, and down-to-earth. 
He talked to me for a while and 
then said, “I remember that you 
said you worked here and I figured 
I would stop in to see if you were 
working.”  

He hung around for a little 
while, exhibiting awkward body 
language, and then said, “Well, 
take care then.” And he left. 

 The girl I was working with 
looked at me, confused, and asked 
me if he already had my number.  
When I told her no, she said, “I 
thought he was going to ask you 
out but I figured he already had.” 

“He must be shy, like my 
boyfriend,” she said.  

He must be shy. Shy is some-
thing that Tuccilo and Behrendt, 
the authors of He's Just Not That 
Into You, claim does not exist. No 
guy is too shy to ask you out, they 
say. The also say one should never 
ask out a guy because, if he is inter-
ested enough, he will ask you out. 

But what does it mean when 
he is interested enough to track me 
down and visit me, but not to ask 
me out? 

In this situation, I think it 
could mean that he was just really 
shy.  He is one of those nervous, 
thumbs-twiddling types.  I should 
have asked him out, and I regret 
listening to the rules because 
who knows what would have hap-
pened? 

This is the last week of this 
column, and I want those who read 
it to part with edifying informa-
tion.  

Do not let some trendy self-
help/dating advice book influence 
your life. He's Just Not that Into You 
has a cult following, and will soon 
be a movie.  There are people out 
there who follow the advice down 
to the last detail. When people be-
lieve in a school of thought and in-
ject it into their own life, they are 
rejecting his or her own identity.  
If this school of thought snags you 
a boyfriend, then he responded to 
the philosophy and not to you.  

 My personal advice, to 
someone who is not finding suc-
cess in the dating world or is hav-
ing trouble making friends, can be 
summed up in a few key points: 

First, ensure that self-care is 
important. By this I mean the in-
troduction of daily alone time, self-
reflection, self-expression, exercis-
ing, and building self-confidence.  

Second, I would then tell 
people that it is OK to be alone.  
Despite the fact that I wish to have 
children someday, I meet some 
women who are single and lead 
such amazing, fulfilling lives.  
They make me question my desire 
for children.  

Third, I would suggest doing 
things for others and realizing that 
you are not the center of the uni-
verse. Join some sort of commu-
nity service objective or volunteer 
somewhere.  Do not sell yourself 
short. Most importantly, be genu-
ine.

By Sidney Berger, Ph.D.   
ProfeSSor of CommuniCationS

Bad writing can yield confusion.  
Writing is about communication.  
Communication is about getting 
your ideas across as clearly as you 
can.  And since there are rules in 
English, and since words have spe-
cific meanings and uses, and since 
effective communication depends 
on our using words and phrases 
in their accepted meanings within 
the rules of English, if we don’t do 
this, we are not communicating ef-
fectively.

Did that last sentence make 
any sense?  It did to me.

So in this column I’d like to 
look at a little selection of badly 
used words and phrases that people 
often get wrong.  These are little 
things, and in many instances the 
writer or speaker does get her idea 
across adequately.  But if there is 
a more elegant or a simpler way to 
say things, a way that adheres to 
the rules and uses the language in 
its purest form, then why not use 
the better way!  Let’s look at some 
bad locutions.

For instance, I have heard, 
“After the end of the play, we went 
home.”  The word “after” already 
carries in it the meaning “the end,” 
so all you need to say is, “After 
the play, we went home.”  We are 
not always aware of the meanings 
of “set phrases,” and we use them 
without thinking.  “After the end” is 
a set phrase, but it contains a weak-
ness that is easily done away with.  
“Where is the ATM machine?”  
The set phrase is “ATM machine,” 
which means, “Automatic Teller 
Machine Machine.”  All we need 
to say is “the ATM.”

To emphasize the enormity 
of an act or something that some-
one has witnessed, we often hear, 
“It was unbelievable! Incredible!”  
Both words, looked at etymologi-
cally (that is, from the meanings 
of their roots), mean not able to 
be believed.  In fact, they are as 
close to perfect synonyms as you 
can get in English.  It’s like saying, 
“He died and expired.”  No need to 
repeat the sentiment.  Unless the 
guy actually died twice.  And if he 
did, he could care less about how 
redundant it was.

“Could care less”?  This is 
another often misspoken phrase.  
(I have mentioned this in an earlier 

column, but since I still hear it, I’ll 
say it again.  And repeat it.)

If you care about someone, 
you could care less about him.  But 
if you do not care about him at all, 
you could not care less.  That is 
what most people mean when they 
say, “I could care less.”  It means 
that they do care and there is room 
for less caring.  The proper phrase 
is, “I couldn’t care less,” which 
means that “right now, I do not care 
at all.”

We must take a pro-active 
stance on this kind of flabbiness.  
Did I say “pro-active”?  What does 
that mean?  Maybe we should get 
rid of that word in most circum-
stances and just use the word “ac-
tive.”  

When we use the computer, 
we are subject to the preset defaults 
that the Mircrosoft folks have put 
into our programs.  But the prefix 
“pre” is really not necessary there.  
A default is a feature that is already 
set into the computer program-
ming.  It is set, not “preset.”  

It’s like my complaint about 
“pre-boarding” on an airplane.  As 
soon as someone starts to get onto 
the plane, she is boarding.  What do 
you do before boarding?  That is, 
what do you do in the “pre-board-
ing” time?  You sit in the waiting 
room, eating expensive airport 
junk food , rotting your teeth, add-
ing adipose tissue to your body, and 
shortening your life.  “Pre-board-
ing” is “before boarding.”  So how 
can people who are pre-boarding 
be getting onto the plane?  

Another phrase I have heard 
often is “on a daily basis.”  Why 
not just say “daily”!  It says what 
you mean to say, with fewer words.  
The sun shines daily, not “on a 
daily basis.”

And the phrase “in order to” 
can be shortened to “to.”  “He went 
to the store in order to buy food.”  
Drop the “in order” and you’ll have 
a smoother, cleaner sentence.

One of those filler words that 
we often hear is “virtually.”  The 
word “virtual” means “not real, 
but existing in essence or effect.”  
In the world of computers we talk 
of “virtual communities”; that is, 
gatherings of people, not in the tra-
ditional sense of community where 
people are actually together, but in 
the sense that they are gathered in 
one place:  a Web site.  

“Virtually,” then, means 

“practically; almost but not quite.”  
People use this word in sentences 
like, “He ate virtually all the food,” 
or “his argument was virtually de-
molished.”  Often what the speaker 
means is “completely.”  He ate all 
the food.  His argument was com-
pletely demolished.  “Virtually” 
carries no meaning (or the wrong 
meaning) in those sentences.

I recently read in a novel, 
“Virtually every wall was lined 
with shelves.”  Was it every wall? 
or was it nearly every wall?  It is 
not clear.

Another gripe: “within.”  
“He stayed within the house all af-
ternoon.”  Even worse:  “We found 
several holes within the profes-
sor’s argument.”  Most instances 
of “within” can be changed to “in” 
without any loss of meaning.  In 
fact, “in” usually yields a clearer 
sentence.  Watch out for “within.”

And my last suggestion:  Nev-
er say, “If worse comes to worse.”  
It makes no sense.  What you re-
ally mean is, “If worse comes to 
worst.”

You want to write your best, 
not your worst.

Despite the fact 
that I wish to have 
children someday, 
I meet some wom-
en who are single 
and lead such 
amazing, fulfill-
ing lives.  They 
make me ques-
tion my desire for 
children.  

I recently read in 
a novel, “Virtu-
ally every wall 
was lined with 
shelves.”  Was it 
every wall? or 
was it nearly ev-
ery wall?  It is not 
clear.

Rock the vote.
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Horoscopes

Calendar Listing: October 10- 16 

Friday 10/10 “Gotta Dance– All Girls Dance Party”
Sponsored by the Simmons Islamic Society to 
celebrate the Eid holiday.  
$2 admission 7 - 11 p.m.
Linda K. Paresky Conference Center

A Chorus Line 
Come see this classic energetic play. 
Charles Playhouse
Boston, Mass.
7 p.m. 

National Headliners and Local Headliners with 
attitude. A comedy show of locals and the fa-
mous. 
Dick’s Beantown Comedy Vault 
Boston, Mass. 
7 p.m.  

Saturday 10/11 Make Your Own Glass Pumpkin 
At the Diablo Glass School
Boston, Mass.  2 p.m.

Wishful Drinking
A performance about alcoholism.  
Performed by the Huntington Theatre Company 
Huntington Theatre
Boston, Mass. 2 p.m. 

Chocolate bar. A display of over 125 desserts,  
both traditional an innovative. 
Langham Hotel
Boston, Mass. 
10 a.m.- 3 p.m. 

Sunday 10/12 SoWa Open Market 
A unique shopping experience involving arti-
sans, artists, farmers, and bakers. 
South End 
Boston, Mass
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

David Sedaris visits Symphony Hall in a come-
dic performance. Sedaris is an acclaimed novel 
writer and has been a contributing writer to the 
New York Times and The New Yorker. 
Symphony Hall, Boston, Mass. 
7 p.m. 

Adrenaline Rush: The Science Of Risk 
A film that discusses the human obsession with 
adrenaline and how physics make it possible. 
Boston Science Museum, Boston, Mass. 
11 a.m.  

Monday 10/13 College closed for Columbus Day.

The Dark Knight viewing at the New England 
Aquarium.
Dress for Halloween and celebrate while watch-
ing  The Dark Knight on New England’s largest 
movie screen. 
New England Aquarium
Boston, Mass. 

Where the Boston Tea Party began. “Voices of 
Protest”; “Behind the Scaffolding”; “If These 
Walls Could Speak.” 
An exhibit about the Boston Tea Party. 
Old South Meeting House
Boston, Mass. 
10 a.m.- 7 p.m. 

TV On the Radio 
A Brooklyn-based electro-post-punk band.
Come see what post-punk is all about. 
The Wilbur Theatre
Boston, Mass.
7 p.m.  

Tuesday 10/14 College closed for academic holiday.

Boleros For the Disenchanted 
A play about a Puerto Rican married couple 
who travel to the United States. Performed by 
The Huntington Theatre Company 
Huntington Theatre
Boston, Mass. 7:30 p.m. 

Kamelot, Edguy 
Kamelot is a band that plays a unique mix of 
melodic power metal. 
The Middle East Club
Boston, Mass. 
9 p.m.  

Beacon Hill Walking Tour 
From the State House to the historic streets of 
elegant row houses, see examples of architect 
Charles Bulfinch and his followers in this his-
toric neighborhood. 
Massachusettes State House, 5:30-7 p.m.

Wednesday 10/15 Madonna “Sticky and Sweet Tour” 
Come see the origional pop diva in concert, 
stronger than ever. 
At TD Banknorth Garden
Boston, Mass.  
8 p.m. 

PTRC Workshop 
On Excel 2007 
Taught for the intermediate level. 
9 a.m.- 12 p.m. 
Palace Road Building, Room 113

Observatory Public Open Night 
Boston University invites the public to view the 
night sky through telescopes and binoculars.  
Coit Observatory Boston University 
Boston, Mass. 
7 p.m. 

Thursday 10/16 George Sherman Student Union
A great networking opportunity for those who 
attend the Colleges of the Fenway. Meet your 
possible future employer.
Boston University
Boston, Mass.  2-6:30 p.m. 
Contact:David Kovacs, kovacs3@simmons.edu

The Boston Symphony Orchestra Features: 
Tchaikovsky, Kirchner, and Schumann. 
Symphony Hall, Boston, Mass. 
8 p.m. 

Shear Madness
The Charles Playhouse
Boston, Mass. 
8 p.m. 

The alignment of the planets will 
serve only to make lives more 
complicated this week.  Everyone 
should expect chaos, frustration, 
and conflict.  However, keep posi-
tive because the planets are always 
changing and positivity is often re-
warded with positive results.  Keep 
smiling and try to catch some sun-
light. The sun will prove to protect, 
rejuvenate and heal this week. As 
always make sure to take your time 
in making decisions, to relax, and 
to eat well.  These actions will soft-
en the blow of astrological  chaos. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
You are completely out of orbit.  
As usual, you have balancing is-
sues. This week focus on finding 
a happy place between work and 
fun.  Call up some friends and have 
a night out.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
This week is the time for risk. Put 
yourself out there today, for the 
stars are aligned in such a way that 
new friendships are likely to form. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
This week you must relax. You 
have allowed feelings of ambition 
to overtake you.  Find a companion 
to spend time with and unwind a 
little. 

LIBRA 
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22): This week you 
will be brought back down to earth, 
and realize that most successful 
people are more human than they 
appear.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
This week you have been relying 
too much on your friends to guide 
you. Start to listen to the inside 
voice.  It is healthier in the long run 
and more beneficial. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): 
This week, people will be reciev-
ing you with deep respect. Make 
sure to share everything you have 
on your mind. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Someone needs a lot of your atten-
tion this week, so be sure to open 
your heart as your advice means 
more to them than you know. Ev-
ery little bit counts. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Expand your horizons. Watch some 
international news, or read mate-
rial about a foreign place. You have 
been too provincial lately. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
This is a week of networking. 
You have a lot of friends who can 
help you climb the social ladder. 
Utilize them. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
You will encounter a lot of brain 
activity that seemingly produces 
good ideas. However, you will 
soon be met with personal conflicts 
and are advised to take life a little 
slower. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
This week, think about the time 
to come. Take time to make a life 
plan, and map out where you hope 
to be.  Your imagination needs to 
be exercised this week.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Take life one day at a time. You 
will be prone to social conflicts 
this week. Be aware. 
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To the Editor:

When Bianca J. (“You’re a star, yes you are, yes you are . . .”) spoke, forever, at Commencement, forever, she 
insulted the United States, was booed, and I was embarrassed. Mortified.

When Eve Ensler, author of The Vagina Monologues, spoke at Commencement, she was wonderful, thrilling 
and fantastic. I was proud. Thrilled. In awe.

As David Gullette teaches his Shakespeare class this semester he is doing it for the last time.

Shakespeare. The curriculum of St. John’s College is based exclusively on the most important books of 
Western Civilization. I envy them. I have no use for technology which is not functioning as I need it, when I 
need it. Shakespeare is a good read.

Before Christmas was politically uncorrect (P.unC.) David Gullette read at the Simmons Christmas Concert 
along with deans, students and presidents. I saw him read scary stories in the dorm living rooms for 
halloween. I have a video of him reading A Child’s Christmas in Wales. I saw him perform Samuel Beckett’s 
play Krapp’s Last Tape in a small, theatre room in Cambridge.

Did I say that David “reads”? David Gullette simply transcends the spoken word every time he performs. Skip 
your meetings, meals and classes, and sneak into Shakespeare.

Bob White
Offtimes Professor of Reading Aloud

Speak up,
Simmons.
Women have fought for years for the right to be heard in different ways–
for the right to own property, for the right to vote, for the right to divorce, 
for the right to obtain birth control.  So now that we have these rights and 
we are able to speak out, why is the Simmons campus so quiet?  

Simmons women pride themselves on being involved, informed, and pas-
sionate, yet we are not speaking up.  We have been nearly silent concern-
ing the important issues that are affecting us most directly–the presiden-
tial election, Simmons’ financial situation, and the greater economy.  It 
is doubtful that we are apathetic, but what will it take for us to get vocal 
about these issues?  

Maybe students are already set on a candidate, so they are not speaking 
up.  Maybe students are afraid of offending their friends by supporting 
an unpopular candidate, so they are keeping their political views quiet. 
Maybe students do not realize this upcoming election will likely be the 
most important of their lifetime. Maybe they do not realize the privilege 
of voting.
 
Maybe Simmons’ finances won’t matter until they affect day-to-day ac-
tivities on campus.  Maybe they will not care about the economy until 
they cannot afford to pay tuition anymore. Or maybe they won’t care until 
they have to take one less class in order to get a part-time job. Interim 
President Helen Drinan sent an e-mail last week about our situation.  Was 
it read or just sent, unopened, to the virtual trash bin?  If it was read, was 
it understood?  Either way, why are students not more concerned about 
this?  
 
Now is the time to be proactive. Now is the time to be informed. Now is 
the time to ask questions and not rest until we receive sufficient answers.  
Now is the time to demand change from our school’s and our nation’s 
leaders.  

If we wait much longer these issues will lose prominence and fade to the 
backs of our minds.  If we wait much longer it will be too late.  

Agree? Disagree? 
Write a letter to the Editor. 

E-mail voice@simmons.edu
Due Sunday night by 7 p.m. 

300 word maximum. 

ashLey haIghT
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By Courtney Anderson 
Staff Writer

Throughout the women’s suffrage 
movement and the past 88 years of 
the women’s vote, we have learned 
one very important factor: there 
is no such thing as the “women’s 
vote.”  This election, nothing has 
changed.

When it comes to political 
issues and concerns, the general 
public and media lump minority 
groups into one mass of voters with 
similar political opinions. While 
many women have comparable 
concerns and experiences, we do 
not all vote for the same candidates 
or hold the same political ideals. 

Throughout the primary 
season, I grew frustrated with the 
media, campaign spokespeople, 
and older feminist leaders who ex-
pected women to support Sen. Hil-
lary Clinton simply because she is 
a woman.  

Once Clinton dropped out of 
the race, the media set up a com-
petition between the McCain and 
Obama campaigns to “win” the 
women’s vote.

McCain tried to do this by 
choosing Gov. Sarah Palin as his 
running mate.  Obama chose Sen. 
Joe Biden; a politician who totes 
himself as pro-women for writing 
the Violence Against Women Act, 
which focused on policies that work 
to end violence against women.

Firstly, the age range of wom-
en who are eligible to vote is 18 to 
115.  I cannot imagine how much 
an 18 year old has in common, po-
litically speaking, with Edna Park-
er (the oldest living woman).    

Age and experience levels 
significantly affect the way people 
vote.  As Americans grow older, 

they become more conservative.  
A 21-year-old socialist firebrand 
may be a neoconservative by the 
time she is 45.  Gender does not 
automatically determine political 
ideology.

Secondly, there are numerous 
other factors besides age that shape 
political ideological development.  
Economic status, life experiences, 
political orientation of parents or 
guardians, family, or regional cul-
ture are all aspects that influence 
political opinions and beliefs.  

There are significant his-
torical examples that back up this 
point.  During the suffrage move-
ment, it was expected that women 
would vote the same as their hus-
band, so women’s votes were not 
necessary.  

Suffragists needed to dis-
prove this concept in order to help 
their cause.  To dispute this, it was 
argued that women as a whole have 
higher moral values than men and 
would vote accordingly to better 
the government.

Once women got the vote in 
1920, it was quickly understood 
that women were not a unified 
group when it came to voting.  
Even during the second wave of 
feminism, women were not unified 
on their political views and ideolo-
gies.  It is the same today.  

There is proof of this at Sim-
mons. The women who attend this 
College maintain a variety of po-
litical viewpoints. We have women 
at Simmons who are liberals and 
conservatives, socialists and liber-
tarians, women who are apathetic 
and those who are vibrant activists.  
These women will vote for what 
they deem best for them as indi-
viduals and what they feel is best 
for the country. 

Every person–regardless of 
gender, sexuality, race, or econom-
ic status–will vote according to his 
or her own personal views.  

Political ideology is not 
solely dependent on one’s position 
within society.  Compartmentaliz-
ing people because of an aspect of 
their identity is unrealistic, naïve, 
and leads to a general misunder-
standing of minority groups.  

Our politicians and the Unit-
ed States media need to let women 
speak for themselves–instead of 
telling them which candidates they 
are supposed to prefer based solely 
on gender.

Officials don’t 
understand the 
female vote

VP debate proves Palin is 
underqualified

marIne vaLLeT

Many students at Simmons are actively involved in politics, and their political views vary greatly.  Here, Amber 
Wilmot, Marine Vallet, Karen DeVincent and Simmons alumna Frances Burke met Senator Hillary Clinton at Club 
44 event in October 2007.

investigate rumors. create controversy. see both sides. see shows for free. review movies. 
music. theater. books. capture kodak moments. explore the night life. evaluate student life. 
see your name in print. express yourself. argue your point. go behind the scenes. know be-

fore your neighbors. get the inside scoop. 
meet musicians. actors. politicians. experts. make a difference. fight for your rights. make 
people think. make people laugh. tell a story in pictures. create an image in words. question 

the status quo. keep people on their toes. be part of something larger than yourself. make 
new friends. learn new skills. share your skills with others. understand other perspectives. 

discover the power of your own voice. write. draw. photograph. opine. design. 
edit. lay out. get involved. 

 

join the simmons voice. 
the possibilities are endless.

6 p.m. Sundays.
arnold hall living room.

By Meredith Blake
Staff Writer

After watching the vice presiden-
tial debate last Thursday night, I 
felt secure in my assumption that 
Sen. Joe Biden had effectively 
eliminated any leftover potential 
for the Republican Party to come 
close to winning the race to the 
White House. 

I watched the debate with 
Obama-Biden supporters and felt 
uncharacteristically patriotic as 
I glimpsed hope for the future of 
the United States. The “fellow 
Americans” that Sarah Palin was 
so excited to talk to do not include 
myself or anyone within my imme-
diate circle of friends. 

Words like “maverick” and 
“Main Street” have the power to 
make me laugh and cringe simul-
taneously, but I had yet to hear 
any support for the famous hockey 
mom’s performance during the de-
bate. I thought it was a clear win 
for the Democratic Party and the 
Obama-Biden ticket. I assumed it 
was a closed case.

That was until I talked to my 
mother. Politics are a touchy sub-
ject in my family, but she could 

not resist forwarding me an e-mail 
containing headlines from newspa-
pers across the nation that praised 
Palin’s straight talk and noted that 
her appeal to everyday American 
people could serve as a boost for 
the Republican Party. 

The American Broadcasting 
Company’s (ABC) Senior Political  
Correspondent Rick Klein said that 
the governor was “articulate, quick, 
[and] detail-oriented” throughout 
the debate. 

The New York Times’ David 
Brooks said “I thought she was ev-
ery bit [Biden’s] equal. I thought 
she was fluid, confident, she struck 
her theme–just the regular old 
mom.”

To me, supportive remarks 
like these can only be explained 
by citing Queen Latifah’s portrayal 
of Simmons alumna Gwen Ifill in 
Saturday Night Live’s vice-presi-
dential sketch.  “We would like to 
remind our audience that due to the 
historically low expectations for 
Governor Palin,” she said, “were 
she simply to do an adequate job 
tonight, and at no point cry, faint, 
run out of the building or vomit, 
you should consider the debate a 
tie.”

I will concede that at times 
Palin’s presentation was adequate, 
but I disagree with the idea that 
this adequacy could counteract her 
inattention to the pronunciation 
of the word “nuclear,” a complete 
misunderstanding of what a “mav-
erick” is, and an apparent disincli-
nation or disability to answer the 
majority of the questions posed to 
her.

As this country faces the big-
gest financial disaster in its histo-
ry, while its troops are in constant 
danger abroad, when the threats 
contained under the umbrella term 
of “global warming” are becoming 
more frightening everyday, now is 
the time for action. This is not an 
election that should be won on the 
basis of simply “adequate” crite-
ria. 

What this country needs now, 

Once Sen. Hillary 
Clinton dropped 
out of the race, 
the media set up 
a competition be-
tween the McCain 
and Obama cam-
paigns to “win” the 
women’s vote.

more than ever before, is a leader. 
Whether he or she is a Washington 
insider or outsider, hockey mom or 
maverick, the U.S. government has 
reached a point where it can no lon-
ger settle for anything less than the 
ideal candidate. 

Change is not only neces-
sary, but crucial to the survival of 
the nation. As the curtain falls on 
an administration that has virtu-
ally destroyed the global economy 
and wreaked havoc in the Middle 
East, it is impossible to elect some-
one to a position just a heartbeat 
away from the presidency, who is 
so obviously unfit and ill-prepared 
to lead a struggling nation and to 
implement necessary changes.

Now is not a time for party 
loyalty, misinformed decisions, 
or more of the same. It is a time 
when Americans need to look to-
ward the future, to realize the po-
tential the new administration has 
for reversing the disastrous moves 
of the Bush era. The election holds 
so much promise and hope that I 
can hardly wait for Nov. 4. I can 
hardly wait to see who my fellow 
Americans will choose to lead this 
country.  

It is time to realize that this 
election no longer revolves around 
“change we can believe in,” but 
rather a collective American con-
sciousness that “change” is the 
only option we have left. 

It is a time when 
Americans need to 
look toward the fu-
ture, to realize the 
potential the new 
administration has 
for reversing the 
disastrous moves of 
the Bush era. 
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Loyal fans support Sox in 2008 postseason rally

Red Sox fans rejoiced as the Sox clinched a spot in the playoffs, winning 
5-4 against the Cleveland Indians during the home game on Sept. 23.  
Less than a week later, a blanket of red covered Fenway Park as loyal 
fans donned their Sox gear and gathered for the 2008 postseason rally on 
Sept. 29.

Entry to the rally was free and included hot dog and soda coupons, open 
seating, musical performances from a live band, and interviews with 
outfielder Jason Bay and infielder Kevin Youkilis.  The crowd went wild 
when hats, shirts, blankets, and stuffed animals were thrown into the 
seats.  Fans stood on their seats to get a better glimpse of the big screen 
showing exceptional plays and highlights of the 2008 season.  

Red Sox manager Terry Francona was present and seemed confident 
about the playoffs.  “Those ‘Beat LA’ Celtics shirts can be used again,” 
he said.  Following the rally, fans left the park and looked on as the team 
boarded buses en route to Los Angeles for the playoffs. 

hannah morroW


