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CEC career fairs help students find jobs
By Ashley Haight
Staff Writer

Two-thirds of college graduate hir-
ing for next spring will be complet-
ed this fall, according to a study re-
leased by the National Association 
of Colleges and Employers (NACE) 
last week, which polled over 200 
employers nation-wide.  

Even though the economy is 
in a decline, the hiring market is 
not slowing down. There is still a 
lot of competition, and Simmons is 
organizing ways for students to get 
out into the job market and talk di-
rectly to employers, said Douglas 
Eisenhart, Simmons’ associate di-
rector of Employer Relations of the 
Career Education Center (CEC). 

Eisenhart, who has been at 
Simmons for about six months, 
focuses on developing employer 
relations outside of Simmons for 
students.

The CEC has scheduled six 
employer information tables, three 
career fairs, and a four-step career 
development series for this fall.

The three Boston career fairs 

are open to any student at Sim-
mons. Registration is not required 
for any of the fairs, but students 
should dress professionally and 
bring many copies of their résu-
més.  

The Northeastern University 
Mega Career Fair is today from 
2-6 p.m.  Over 300 employers 
are scheduled to attend.  It is the 
second fair lined up for Simmons 
students to attend this semester.  
Eisenhart recommended this fair 
for all students,  no matter their 
year or major.  With over 300 em-
ployers present, the fair will have 
something to interest everyone, 
Eisenhart said.

The first mega fair was the 
Women for Hire Career Expo held 
at the Sheraton Boston Hotel on 
Sept. 23.  The expo catered to the 
interests of women in all fields, 
recent graduates, near-graduates, 
and women who have been work-
ing for several years.  The expo al-
lowed women to meet with recruit-
ers and hiring managers from top 
employers.

The third fair, the Boston 

University Fall Career Expo, will 
be held on Oct. 16; over 60 employ-
ers will be present.

Simmons will also host the 
Communications Career Informa-
tion Exchange on Oct. 22.  This 
informational session will allow 
students interested in communica-
tions fields to meet with several of 
the 20 employers who will be pres-
ent.  Employers will hold short pre-
sentations for students interested 
in a career in communications.

The CEC is also holding the 
four-step career development se-
ries, which consists of four work-
shop sessions to help students to 
prepare for graduating and landing 
a full-time job.  The sessions are 
taking place through the beginning 
of November. 

The first step, “Assess Fit and 
Focus,” which focused on assisting 
students in aligning their majors 
with their career options and dis-
cussed internship opportunities, 
was held on Sept. 24. 

samanTha Furbush

Students and faculty enjoyed food and conversation at the 2nd Annual Council of Black Administrators Faculty and 
Staff (BAFAS) barbecue.

CeC see page 3

Resolution to break 
from Aramark passes 
By Meredith Blake
Staff Writer

The Student Government Associa-
tion (SGA) passed a resolution to 
raise the price cap on food from 
vendors outside of Simmons Col-
lege so cultural student organiza-
tions are no longer forced to go 
through Aramark for catering ser-
vices. 

  On Sept. 24, the Asian Stu-
dent Association (ASA), the Black 
Student Organization (BSO), the 
Caribbean Culture Association 
(CCA) and the Organizacion Latino 
Americana (OLA) petitioned to be 
granted the freedom to choose out-
side vendors to cater their events 
for the second time. 

The current policy at Sim-
mons entails that students may only 
seek outside catering for an event if 
the total cost of food is $200 or less. 
Representatives from each organi-
zation requested that the senators 
in SGA approve a resolution enti-
tled “Multi-Cultural Organization 
Dining and Aramark” that would 
raise the price cap to $5,000. 

In an interview conducted last 
year with the Simmons Director of 
Business Affairs William Concan-
non, he said that the price cap of 
$200 was originally implemented 
to ensure that Aramark was receiv-
ing the amount of revenue that the 
College had initially guaranteed. 

Though the resolution passed 
with relative ease, it was not the 
first time students questioned 
Aramark’s capability to provide 
authentic food at cultural events. 
Last year, the same organizations 
presented a similar resolution to 
SGA, but it failed to receive the 
number of votes necessary to pass 
it through the Senate. The students 
were advised by the senators to 
revise the wording of the resolu-
tion and to present the idea to SGA 
again this fall. Current SGA Presi-
dent France Belizaire was part of 
the original coalition as the 2007-
2008 president of the BSO.  

“These students represent 
cultural and ethnic backgrounds,” 
said Michelle Vital, assistant direc-
tor of the Office of Student Leader-
ship and Activities. “So I think, in 
regard to Aramark, they are prob-
ably the most capable of people 
who can say whether or not a food 
is authentic.” 

Jeffery Stone, the director of 
Dining Services at Simmons, of-
fers a different perspective. Last 
year he was given the chance to de-
fend Aramark and its catering ser-

vices to SGA, which contributed to 
the resolution’s opposition and led 
to the rewording of certain provi-
sions within the petition. This year, 
Stone was not invited to attend the 
meeting, nor was he able to com-
ment on the proposal because he 
has not yet seen a copy of the new 
resolution. 

“What my job is on the Sim-
mons campus is to work with my 
team and to ensure that students, 
faculty, staff, and anyone that visits 
does not have to worry about food 
on campus,” he said. “That they 
have access to it, that it looks good, 
it tastes good, and we provide a 
variety of items to keep things fun 
[and] different, so that it doesn’t 
become stagnant.  

“It’s a Simmons policy that all 
catering goes through Aramark,” 
said Stone. “It’s not a contractual 
thing that they need to use Ara-
mark. It’s a partnership. We want 
to ensure that the students and any-
one on campus is getting value for 
what they’re paying.” 

Stone also said that he has 
two American Culinary Federa-
tion members on staff at Simmons. 
“We can provide different types of 
ethnic cuisine,” he said.

While both sides appear to 
have legitimate claims, what re-
mains unclear is the financial im-
pact on the student organizations, 
now that they are allowed to look 
to outside vendors for catering. 

Stone said he wants to make 
sure that students understand the 
different types of service that they 
are looking for. Aramark can pro-
vide a variety of dining options, 
whether through simply dropping 
the food off in aluminum contain-
ers or providing chafers, linens, 
and wait staff. The prices will vary, 
but all of the services are available 
through Aramark. 

The cultural organizations 
are skeptical of this and believe 
that it is possible to find the same 
services elsewhere for less money.

Although an irreparable rift 
is evident between Aramark and 
Student Life organizations, both 
sides insist that their goals include 
maintaining a good rapport with 
one another.

If the resolution is imple-
mented, students will turn to Lisa 
Smith-McQueenie,  assistant dean 
of Multiculural Affairs, for per-
mission to hold their events.

“There is still going to be a 
communicative relationship with 

aramark see page 3
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Georgian conflict hits home 
By Kelly Bell
Contributing Writer

Two Simmons students from Geor-
gia informed the Simmons com-
munity of the events that unfolded 
right in their backyards this sum-
mer at a Warburg Brown Bag on 
Sept. 24. Although neither Keti 
Khukhunashvili nor Ana Getiash-
vili was directly involved with the 
conflict, the impact still affected 
them and their families. 

Khukhunashvili said, “Sev-
eral of our family friends lost their 
houses in Gori. Several of my 
friends were drafted to the reserve 
army and although they all came 
back safe and in one piece, I con-
sider them lucky to have escaped 
the military clash points.” 

The events of this summer 
were an escalation of a conflict that 
has been brewing since the 1800s 
between Georgia and Russia. Geor-
gia turned to Russia for protection 
in the early 1800s and became a 

part of Russia. In 1918, Georgia 
declared independence, but in 1921 
the Russian army invaded Georgia 
and Soviet occupation began. In 
1922, Georgia became part of the 
Transcaucasion Soviet Federative 
Republic, which later became the 
Soviet Union. Georgia declared 
independence once again when the 
Soviet Union dissolved in 1991. 

The conflict in the regions of 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia began 
when the Soviet Union dissolved. 
In 1989, Abkhazian separatists de-
manded succession from Georgia, 
leading to the official war in Ab-
khazia in 1992. During the war, 
Abkhazians killed 15,000 native 
Georgians and exiled 250,000 in 
an effort to cleanse Abkhazia. A 
cease-fire was established in 2001. 

The conflict in South Ossetia 
began in 1991 when South Osse-
tian separatists demanded South 
Ossetia be declared an autonomous 
republic. Violence between Geor-
gia and South Ossetia resulted in 
hundreds of deaths and thousands 
of refugees. Russia has supported 
both Abkhazia and South Osse-
tia in their struggle for autonomy 
from the beginning, a move driven 
by Russian dislike for Georgians 
and a desire to keep Russian con-
trol over Georgian lands. 

In April 2008, the Russian 
government began to strengthen 
ties with Abkhazia and South Os-
setia, leading to strong tensions be-
tween the regions and Georgia. In 
June, Abkhazia cut off all contact 
with the Georgian government and 
accused it of being behind a series 
of recent attacks in the region. 

In August, tensions reached 
a breaking point and a full-blown 
military conflict erupted. The 
Georgian government attacked 
separatist forces in South Ossetia, 
leading the Russian government 
to intervene and send thousands 
of troops into the South Ossetian 
region and launch bomb raids on 

other major Georgian cities. Af-
ter about a week, a cease-fire was 
established, but tensions remain 
high. 

While Khukhunashvili and 
Getiashvili feel the media has been 
relatively accurate in its portrayal 
of the conflict escalation this sum-
mer, Khukhunashvili expressed 
disappointment that, the media 
“definitely has not urged for more 
practical solutions.” 

She feels that coverage of the 
conflict has been used mainly for 
election coverage to test the presi-
dential candidates’ responses to 
crisis situations. 

“I think media should de-
mand more responsible, long-term 
reactions to these kinds of escala-
tions, especially in the conflict-
prone regions, where such a crisis 

kelly bell

Keti Khukhunashvili and Ana Getiashvili informed the Simmons com-
munity about the conflict in their country of Georgia.

Students give foreign dispute personal perspective

“Several of my 
friends were draft-
ed to the reserve 

army and although 
they all came back 

safe and in one 
piece, I consider 

them lucky to have 
escaped the mili-

tary clash points.”

~Keti KhuKhunaShvili,
ClaSS of 2009

is likely to occur again,” Khukhu-
nashvili said. 

Khukhunashvili hopes the 
Simmons community takes her 
presentation to heart and “tries to 
be more educated and knowledge-
able about these kinds of historic 
conflicts that are much more com-
plicated than the coverage they re-
ceive in the news. 

“I hope that this knowledge 
and awareness can slowly turn into 
what Ana and I talked about [at 
the lecture]–willingness to make 
a commitment to long-term solu-
tions, rather than spontaneous re-
sponses to a sudden crisis.” 
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Class rings on sale for Simmons students

Students could purchase class rings from Balfour, the official college ring 
company for Simmons, who set up a table in front of the student box 
office last Tuesday and Wednesday. Each ring has a lifetime guarantee. 
The prices for the rings ranged from $309 to $1,145. Balfour took $250 
off 18-karat, $150 off 14-karat, and $100 off 10-karat rings when students 
purchased rings at the table. For the first time, Balfour gave students a 
free cherrywood box for their rings. 

Admissions representatives visit from Suf-
folk  and South Carolina Law Schools
Admission representatives from the University of South Carolina Law 
School and Suffolk Law School were on campus Tuesday, Sept. 30 and 
Wednesday, Oct. 1. These visits gave Simmons students who are consid-
ering going to law school an opportunity to talk about the schools, the 
admission process, and to learn more about the programs.

The CEC helps students get a grip on grad 
school

The Career Education Center hosted “Get a Grip on Grad School” on 
Tuesday in the Career Resource Library. Students learned how to choose 
the best graduate school to attain their career objectives. They also learned 
how to evaluate programs, navigate the application process, determine 
costs, and identify funding resources.

TraCI Farrell

Simmons alumna moderates vice presiden-
tial debate
Simmons college graduate Gwen Ifill will moderate the 90 minute vice 
presidential debate tonight at 9 p.m. Ifill graduated with a degree in com-
munications in 1977. “Simmons gave me the opportunity to be a leader, 
to take charge and express myself. I think it made me stronger and more 
certain of my ability to do whatever I put my mind to,” she said, according 
to a College guidebook. Ifill has extensive experience in politics with her 
time spent as the chief congressional and political correspondant at NBC 
News during the ’90s. She has received honors from the National Press 
Foundation, Ebony magazine, the Radio Television News Directors As-
sociation, and American Women in Radio and Television.
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Corrections:

Page 1: 
The article “Scrimshaw takes new interim presidency” by Traci Far-
rell incorrectly stated that Susan Scrimshaw was leaving Simmons at 
the end of the 2008-2009 academic  year.  Scrimshaw left at the end 
of the 2007-2008 academic year.

Page 8: 
The article “She is Simmons: Ahsan seeks to cure through research” 
by Kate Clavet incorrectly stated that Ahsan’s mother asks her to say 
“Bangla” before taking a test. Her mother asks her to say “Bismal-
lah.”

Worldwide polls point to Obama

meredITh blake

Students and faculty gathered at the academic year’s first Warburg lecture to 
hear Thomas Hull speak about Obama’s worldwide lead over McCain.

Documentary chronicles struggles of female comedians

Step two, “Explore and Re-
search Options,” will focus on 
helping students use the Career 
Resource Library and CareerLink, 
the CEC’s online database of off-
campus career opportunities. This 
session will be held on Oct. 8.

Step three, “Create a Stra-
tegic Plan & Prepare for Employ-
ment or Graduate School,” will fo-
cus on writing strong cover letters 
and résumés in order to secure an 
interview. 

Step four, “Execute the Plan 
and Conduct a Search,” will focus 
on interview practices, such as 
what questions to expect, how to 
prepare, and how to make a good 
first impression.

Simmons is also hosting sev-
eral employer information tables. 
Companies will be coming to cam-
pus to speak with students inter-
ested in working for them.  Some 

of the companies scheduled to visit 
include:  Staples, Inc., TripAdvi-
sor, Inc., Boston Kaplan Center, 
Ameriprise, and Mass. Biologic 
Laboratories.

The CEC also offers one-
on-one appointments for students 
to meet with professional career 
counselors.  Counselors work with 
students from any year, walking 
students through the entire process 
of finding a job. Counselors help 
students assess their interests and 
how to incorporate those into a 
major, explain how to apply for a 
job, and practice making the best 
impression during an interview.

The CEC has also subscribed 
to OptimalRésumé, an online re-
source students can use to write 
a brand new résumé or update an 
existing one. On the Web site, stu-
dents can design résumés, manage 
multiple résumés at one time, and 
use a feature that allows students 
to target a résumé for a specific job 
type.

CeC
continued from page 1

By Lucy Fitzpatrick
Contributing Writer

Making Trouble, a documentary 
about female Jewish comedians, 
chronicled the hardship and heart-
ache each woman experienced as 
she fought to find fame and respect 
in the predominantly male industry 
of entertainment. 

The documentary profiles 
six Jewish women: Molly Picone, 
Fanny Brice, Sophie Tucker, Joan 
Rivers, Gilda Radner, and Wendy 
Wasserstein. 

Making Trouble was screened 
by the Simmons Hillel and the 
Jewish Women’s Archive (JWA) 
on Sept. 24 in the Linda K. Paresky 
Conference Center.

Archival footage, photo-
graphs, and reflective commentary 
from friends, family, biographers, 
and fans illuminate each series of 
snapshots. Current female comedi-
ans Corey Kahaney, Jackie Hoff-
man, Jesse Kirson, and Judy Gold 
act as hosts and share their own ex-
periences from the historic Katz’s 
Deli in New York City.

The first segment features 
Picone, a pioneer of Yiddish the-
ater from the 1920s. Picone is best 
known for her role in Yidl Mit’n 
Fidl. Although she was 38 at the 

time, Picone played a teenager in 
the movie, which was filmed in 
Poland. “She did it before Barbara 
Streisand,” said Fyvush Finkel, 
fellow actor of Yiddish films. 

Brice rose to fame in the 
1930s as a headline star in the 
Ziegfeld Follies. Unlike Picone, 
Brice was not considered pretty, 
but she knew how to make people 
laugh. 

“She was the first woman 
who was willing to play the clown 
without restraint,” said biographer 
Barbara Grossman. She did not 
worry “about whether she was 
compromising her femininity.”

Tucker, a pianist and singer 
of burlesque and vaudeville, was 
the first to incorporate sexuality 
into her acts. 

According to the film, this 
was unusually daring for the 
1930s. Originally thought to be too 
fat and ugly by producers, she was 
often asked to perform in “black-
face,” or as an African American; 
however, Tucker would find subtle 
ways to reveal her Jewish identity. 

“She would sneak a Yiddish 
word in just to keep them on their 
guard,” said Joyce Antler, profes-
sor of American Jewish History 
and Culture at Brandeis Univer-
sity. 

Her dynamic personality 

and confidence made her one of 
the most popular entertainers in 
the beginning of the 20th century. 
“She was a dynamo, that Sophie 
Tucker,” said Sharon McKnight, a 
Tucker impersonator. 

Rivers, known for being 
brash and unapologetic, is consid-
ered to be one of the first Ameri-
can-female, stand-up comedians.  
Despite existing in a realm domi-
nated by men, Rivers’ career took 
off when she preformed on The 
Tonight Show Starring Johnny 
Carson. “She just got up there and 
did stand-up,” said Gold. “She was 
hilarious and then she got really 
ballsy.” 

Since her breakthrough per-
formance on Carson in 1965, Riv-
ers went on to host her own talk 
show and win many awards, in-
cluding a Daytime Emmy in 1990. 
She continues to entertain today. 
“It’s a calling,” Rivers said.

Most famous for being an 
original cast member on Saturday 
Night Live (SNL) in 1975, Radner 
won over audiences with her knack 
for physical comedy and kind na-
ture. Radner took it upon herself 
to combat the stereotype that Jew-
ish female comedians are ugly and 
ought to make jokes at their own 
expense. 

“Her point was, excuse me, 
I am a beautiful woman, and I’m 
also funny. Live with it,” said Mar-
ilyn Suzanne Miller, a former writ-
er for SNL. Radner won an Emmy 
for her role on SNL in 1977 and 
a posthumous Grammy in 1990. 
She died of cancer in 1989 at the 
age of 43.

Better known for her work 
behind the scenes, Wasserstein’s 
talent for comedic playwriting 
earned her the final feature for the 
documentary. “Wendy thought of 
herself as a comedy writer, but she 
felt very strongly that comedy was 

much broader a category than just 
fun and jokes,” said Andre Bishop, 
a close friend. 

Wasserstein’s scripts em-
braced feminine culture, particu-
larly Jewish-feminine culture, and 
candidly discussed women and 
their relationships with each other. 
Her most popular play, The Heidi 
Chronicles, won her a Tony and 
a Pulitzer Prize. “That’s worth 
more than a few feminist essays,” 
Bishop said.

Simmons Hillel president, 
junior Juliana Ross, introduced 
Lauren Antler, the senior pro-

gram manager for the JWA, to 26 
students, faculty members, and 
friends. As she presented the film, 
Antler, a Jewish comedian herself, 
said that the Jewish female come-
dic experience is one that “has 
largely been hidden.” Antler was 
hired by the JWA to get the word 
out about the film. Before opening 
up the room for questions and com-
ments, Antler said she was happy 
to be presenting at Simmons. “The 
demographic is usually much old-
er,” Antler said. 

By Meredith Blake
Staff Writer

If everyone in the world could vote 
in American elections, Senator 
Barack Obama would be the next 
president of the United States, ac-
cording to Pew Research Center 
polls.

Thomas Hull, current War-
burg chair and former ambassador 
to the Republic of Sierra Leone, 
presented a non-partisan presenta-
tion on the growing international 
anticipation over the Nov. 4 elec-
tions, during the first Warburg lec-

ture of the fall semester on Sept. 
23. 

Hull described his lecture, 
“Obama or McCain: An Anxious 
World Awaits,” as “an impartial 
look at the foreign perceptions, 
concerns, and preferences as we 
approach the election.” 

Hull quoted extensively from 
Pew polls throughout his lecture 
and spoke about how the United 
States has continued to lose inter-
national respect, particularly after 
the last two elections.  

“Why should we care what 
foreign audiences think about our 
elections?” Hull asked, and then 
answered the question himself. “In 
this era of globalization, all issues, 
especially economic issues, are in-
terconnected with international is-
sues as never before.” 

“Polls indicate that the Unit-
ed States now is more unpopular 
than at any time in its history and 
is increasingly viewed as pursuing 
its narrow self-interest.” 

Seventy-one percent of 
Americans think the United States 
has lost international respect, but 
only 56 percent consider that to be 
a problem, according to surveys 
carried out in 2008. Both numbers 
are up, however, from previous 
polls conducted in 2004.

Hull said that gaining inter-

national respect is in the best inter-
est of the United States because it 
will increase the country’s cred-
ibility within the political realm. 

“We need that credibility 
to be effective in the diplomatic 
arena. Without it, our global lead-
ership is seriously compromised,” 
Hull said. 

“People around the world feel 
that they have a local stake in our 
election. A 22-year-old Frenchman 
captured the sentiment when he re-
cently told an American pollster, ‘I 
am not an American. It’s your elec-
tion first, but I am a world citizen 
and what you do will affect me. 
You American people, it’s your fu-
ture, but it’s also our future.’”

The Pew polls and other re-
search methods show signs that 
citizens in many countries believe 
they will increase their respect of 
the United States if Obama is elect-
ed as president. 

The Warburg chair in the In-
ternational Relations department 
was created with a grant from Joan 
Melber Warburg, from the Class of 
1945. Every two to three years a 
new person with noteworthy expe-
rience in the international relations 
field is appointed to serve as chair. 
Interim President Helen Drinan 
and former Warburg Chair Walter 
Carrington attended the lecture.

Warburg Chair Thomas Hull presents this year’s first lecture

“We need that 
credibility to be 
effective in the 

diplomatic arena. 
Without it our 

global leadership 
is seriously com-

promised.”

~thomaS hull,
Warburg Chair

aramark
continued from page 1

Aramark,” Smith-McQueenie 
said.

Stone echoed this sentiment 

and said that Aramark has “had 
a partnership for a long time here 
with Simmons, and part of the 
partnership is keeping good rela-
tionships between us.”



ocTober 2, 20084 The SimmonS Voice BeyoNd BostoN

noteworthy 
newS
China launches spacewalk mission

Zhai Zhigang, 42, succeeded in performing China’s first spacewalk on 
Saturday afternoon, effectively bringing China into the ring of elite 
space programs. The Chinese spaceship Shenzhou VII left earth with 
three Chinese astronauts. This is the third of three Chinese missions 
within the past three years, but the country’s first time at attempt-
ing a spacewalk. The spacecraft was launched from Jiuquan Satellite 
Launch Center in Gansu Province last Thursday. This mission is the 
beginning of a new Chinese space program costing the country bil-
lions of dollars. China hopes to build a space station by 2020 and even-
tually put a man on the moon. Although the Russians and the U.S. 
have had significantly more success in space than China, the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) warns that the Chi-
nese program is developing at a rapid rate and may overtake the U.S. 
goal to return to the moon by 2020. China also hopes that the technol-
ogy required to perform space missions will also help their economy 
by creating everyday technology that will increase quality of life. 

South African president may leave if corruption clears

The South African Parliament elected Kgalema Motlanthe as its new 
president by an overwhelming majority.  Motlanthe was imprisoned 
during the Apartheid Era, but now holds the presidency for the African 
National Congress (ANC). Despite the fact that he is a popular choice, 
it is still uncertain if he will hold the position for long. Jacob Zuma, 
leader of the ANC, has been rumored to take over as president, but only 
if he can clear the charges of corruption that are muddying his name. A 
South African court is in the process of clearing his name, but it is un-
likely that he will stay in the clear for long.  The ANC has been rapidly 
losing support since the presidency of Nelson Mandela. Rumors of cor-
ruption have made many skeptical and hesitant to show up to the polls. 

China cries scandal over tainted milk

What originally seemed to be an issue of bad corporate regulation 
is now becoming one of government scandal. When infant milk for-
mula containing a chemical called melamine was discovered earlier 
this month, the public was outraged when thousands of Chinese in-
fants fell ill.  It turns out that government regulators had neglected 
regulating the bigger corporations in an effort to avoid scandal be-
fore the Olympics.  Government corruption and press regulations 
prevented reporters from publishing news about this public health 
scandal. After hospitals reported a high number of infants who con-
sumed the same formula suffering from kidney stones, the government 
promised to investigate, but results were never released to the public. 
Now, due to the lack of regulation, dairy workers are forced to dis-
pose of large amounts of the tainted milk, devastating the industry. 

Russian president promises to increase military 

Russia made another deal with Venezuela, giving them a billion dol-
lar loan for military upgrades and also announcing their military up-
grade initiative to increase permanent combat readiness and nuclear 
deterrence. Russian President Dmitri Medvedev announced that 
Russia plans to build nuclear submarines armed with cruise missiles 
and an air and space defense system by the year 2020. He also an-
nounced an increase in Russian military spending, which will in-
crease it to the highest level it has been since the fall of the Soviet 
Union. Some in the U.S. fear that this is the initiation of a new arms 
race, but Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice assured the coun-
try that these measures will not upset the balance of nuclear power. 
Most likely the increase is in response to the recent Georgian con-
flict, and the fear that another conflict could arise at any time. 

Thai temple offers rebirth for a fee

A Buddhist temple in Nakhon Nayok, Thailand, is offering a religious 
experience unlike any other. It is selling a rebirth experience for those 
who are unhappy with their life and want to experience reincarnation 
ahead of schedule. The experience includes laying in a coffin and lis-
tening to monks chant a prayer similar to a funeral service. The entire 
service is roughly a minute and a half of simply following the monks’ 
instructions. The artificially reincarnated have reported that they feel 
cleansed of the past when the experience is over.  Experts say that when 
there is widespread economic trouble, people in Thailand put more 
hope in supernatural ways of bettering their situations. On some week-
ends as many as 700 people report to the temple to be reincarnated. 

Information from www.nytimes.com and compiled by Maria Costigan.

U.S. nuclear envoy to enter North Korea 
By Jae-Soon Chang
(C) aP 2008

SEOUL, South Korea (AP)–U.S. 
nuclear envoy Christopher Hill 
embarked on a mission Tuesday to 
rescue an unraveling disarmament 
deal with North Korea as he ar-
rived in Seoul in preparation for a 
rare trip to the communist nation.

Hill’s visit to the North, set to 
begin Wednesday, could determine 
the fate of the disarmament-for-aid 
pact that North Korea has been 
flouting with a series of moves to 
reassemble its Yongbyon nuclear 
facilities.

His visit comes amid reports 
that the North’s autocratic lead-
er, Kim Jong Il, had a stroke last 
month. Kim, 66, has been out of 
public view for more than a month 
and missed a major national cel-
ebration several weeks ago, raising 
speculation that he is seriously ill.

North Korea denies Kim is 
sick, and its official news agency 
reported Tuesday that he sent 
China celebratory greetings for the 
ally’s 59th anniversary.

The U.S. diplomat plans to 
enter the North through the heavily 
fortified Demilitarized Zone divid-
ing the two Koreas on Wednesday 
morning, according to a person fa-
miliar with Hill’s travel plans. He 
asked not to be named because he 
is not authorized to discuss the trip 
with media.

North Korea has alarmed re-
gional powers by abandoning its 
promise to disable its Yongbyon 
nuclear facilities, including the 

country’s sole operational atomic 
reactor. Since mid-August, the 
country has taken steps to restore 
the facility, citing anger over Wash-
ington’s refusal to grant the regime 
a promised reward–removal from 
the U.S. terrorism blacklist.

The United States says the 
North first should accept a plan to 
verify its account of past nuclear 
activities–a demand the country 
has rejected as an attempt to uni-
laterally disarm it.

Hill said his North Korea 
visit will focus on settling the dis-
agreement over verification.

“I know they (the North Ko-
reans) are reluctant,” Hill said. 
“Let’s see what they say. Let’s sit 
down and have a conversation and 
see if we can resolve this matter.”

In New York, U.S. Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza Rice 
told reporters Monday that North 
Korean officials extended Hill an 
invitation to come to their capital, 
Pyongyang, “so we hope that there 
is some effort to address the verifi-
cation protocol because that’s what 
we need.”

Rice said the U.S. “will look 
to see what they have to say.”

U.S. State Department 
spokesman Robert Wood said in 
Washington that Hill is traveling 
to the North “to encourage them, 
once again, to submit this verifica-
tion package, which we’ve said is 
not an onerous task that we have 
asked the North Koreans to under-
take.”

He called it a “standard veri-
fication package” that has been 

carried out by other countries.
Wood did not have details of 

when Hill would be in North Ko-
rea or with whom he would meet. 
His North Korean counterpart is 
Vice Foreign Minister Kim Kye 
Gwan. The spokesman said Hill 
would also go to China and Japan 
for talks.

It would be Hill’s third visit 
to North Korea, with the earlier 
visits made in June and December 
last year.

North Korea agreed in Feb-
ruary 2007 in talks with the United 
States, Japan, China, Russia, and 
South Korea to disable the Yong-
byon facilities in exchange for 
economic aid and political conces-
sions, including removal from the 
terrorism list–a long-coveted goal 
of Pyongyang.

The North began disabling its 
facilities in November and in June 
blew up a cooling tower in a dis-
play of its determination to carry 
out the process.

But the deal stalled in late 
July when Washington delayed 
North Korea’s removal from the 
terrorism list until the North agreed 
to verification.

North Korea said verifica-
tion was never part of the pact 
and stopped disabling the plant in 
mid-August. Last week, the regime 
ordered U.N. nuclear monitors to 
leave the country, saying it would 
reinsert nuclear material into the 
reprocessing facility. Experts say 
scientists could have the plant up 
and running within months.

By Charles Babington and Jim 
Kuhnhenn
(C) aP 2008

WASHINGTON (AP)–Congres-
sional leaders labored Tuesday to 
find out how many changes are 
needed to sell the defeated $700 
billion financial system rescue to 
rank-and-file members.

John McCain and Barack 
Obama offered long-distance en-
couragement from the campaign 
trail, announcing separately their 
backing for a plan that some 
House Republicans had pushed 
earlier: raising the federal deposit 
insurance limit from $100,000 to 
$250,000. The aim would be to re-
assure nervous Americans and to 
shore up the economy.

For his part, President Bush 
sought to avoid being marginal-
ized, making another statement in 
the White House. “Congress must 
act,” he demanded in front of the 
cameras.

Republican House aides 
said the FDIC proposal might be 
attractive to some conservatives 
who want to help small business 
owners and avert runs on banks by 
customers fearful of losing their 
savings. The leadership needs to 
find sufficient changes to attract 
about a dozen more votes, the 
number needed to avoid the kind 
of stunning defeat that supporters 
of a bailout suffered Monday.

Obama’s embrace of the idea 
might attract some Democratic 
votes.

Democratic aides, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
there were three basic options un-
der consideration. They included a 
simple revote of the bill that failed, 

in the hope it would command a 
majority following the stock mar-
ket plunge; changing the measure 
to bring aboard more Democrats; 
or revising it to gain more support 
from lawmakers in both parties.

The last option appeared the 
likeliest, although no decisions 
had been made by midday. Nor 
was it clear what specific changes 
legislative leaders had in mind.

Senate Republican Leader 
Mitch McConnell of Kentucky 
said it was time for all lawmak-
ers to “act like grown-ups, if you 
will, and get this done for all of the 
people.”

Bush warned that failing 
to pass such a plan would bring 
severe consequences to the U.S. 
economy. McCain and Obama 
echoed his sentiments. Both the 
Republican and Democratic nomi-
nees spoke with Bush on Tuesday, 
and both have let colleagues know 
they embrace the higher FDIC in-
surance idea.

Another possible change to 
the bill would modify “mark to 
market” accounting rules. Such 
rules require banks and other fi-
nancial institutions to adjust the 
value of their assets to reflect cur-
rent market prices, even if they 
plan to hold the assets for years.

Some House Republicans 
say current rules forced banks to 
report huge paper losses on mort-
gage-backed securities, which 
might have been avoided.

The House on Monday 
balked at approving the Bush ad-
ministration’s $700 billion pro-
posal, its 228-205 vote, sparking 
the largest sell-off on Wall Street 
since the day after the Sept. 11 ter-
ror attacks

Bush noted that the maxi-
mum $700 billion in the proposed 
bailout was huge, but was dwarfed 
by the $1 trillion in lost wealth that 
resulted from Monday’s stock-
market plunge.

“Because the government 
would be purchasing troubled as-
sets and selling them once the mar-
ket recovers,” he said, “it is likely 
that many of the assets would go 
up in value over time. Ultimately, 
we expect that much–if not all–of 
the tax dollars we invest will be 
paid back.”

The rescue package and the 
nation’s faltering economy was 
also Topic A on the presidential 
campaign trail.

“The first thing I would do 
is say, ‘Let’s not call it a bailout. 
Let’s call it a rescue,’” McCain 
told CNN. The Arizona Repub-
lican said that “Americans are 
frightened right now” and it is 
the job of political leaders to give 
them both an immediate solution 
and a longer-term approach to the 
problem.

Top congressional and White 
House officials were stunned 
when the House rejected the mas-
sive rescue plan, and a host of law-
makers said Tuesday they thought 
Congress should persevere in its 
attempt to find a political consen-
sus.

Obama issued a statement 
Tuesday saying lawmakers should 
not start from scratch as they 
weigh their next move.

The Illinois senator said that 
significantly increasing federal de-
posit insurance would help small 
businesses and restore public con-
fidence in the nation’s financial 
system.

Lawmakers scramble to revise bailout 
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Shark Sightings
Volleyball

  
  Mount Ida 1 p.m.

  Oct. 4

 Newbury College 7 p.m.
 Oct. 8

Soccer
at Emerson 12:30 p.m.

Oct. 4 

Norwich 8 p.m.
Oct. 8

  Field Hockey
  WNEC 7 p.m.

  Oct. 2

 at Regis 12 p.m.
Oct. 5

Tennis
at Albertus Magnus 1 p.m.

Oct. 2

 Colby 11 a.m.
Oct. 5

Crew
at Textile River Regatta All Day

Oct. 5

By Laura Doran
Contributing Writer

 
The Simmons College soccer team 
was defeated in overtime Wednes-
day night, 2-1, by cross-street rival 
Emmanuel College. 

Sophomore Anna Stella 
notched the lone goal for the Sim-
mons Sharks, while junior Kate 
McKenna and sophomore Amber 
Di Nucci scored for the Emmanuel 
Saints. 

With the loss, the Sharks fall 
to 1-2 in the conference and 2-6-1 
overall while the Saints remain un-
defeated in the conference and 4-3 
overall. 

The Sharks came out strong 
against the defending Great North-
east Athletic Conference (GNAC)
champions and found the back of 
the net in the 12th minute. 

Defender Amanda Walke 
played a dangerous ball into the 
box that found the feet of Stella. 
Stella dribbled it past the Saints 
keeper and over the goal line for 
the first goal of the match. 

“We were all mentally pre-
pared before this game, so after 
scoring that first goal we were so 
pumped,” said Rachel Elliot, junior 
captain and goalkeeper. 

“But we knew that we 
couldn’t let down for one minute 
because Emmanuel would contin-
ue to fight back.”

The Saints came out gunning 
in the second half, testing the Sim-
mons defense. Making some div-
ing fingertip saves, Elliot was able 
to keep the Sharks ahead 1-0. 

The Simmons defense held 
their ground against the Saints’ 
speedy frontline until the 71st min-
ute, when Saints’ midfielder Kris-
ten Goncalves found her captain, 
McKenna, wide open inside the 
Sharks’ penalty box. She volleyed 
a perfect cross past the outstretched 
arms of Simmons goalie Elliott, 
and McKenna one-timed her shot 
into the goal to tie the game 1-1.

“After that goal, we easily 

could have let down. But instead 
we were able to stay strong as a 
team and attack right back,” said 
Emily DiNuovo, junior captain. 

One minute later, Simmons 
sophomore Brooke MacKenzie 
looked to take back the lead. MacK-
enzie muscled her way through 
Emmanuel’s defensive line and 
slipped one past the Saints’ goal-
keeper, Lauren Furtney. 

A controversial offsides call 
by the referee took back MacKen-
zie’s goal and the score remained 
tied 1-1 at the end of regulation. 

Head coach Erica Mastro-
giacomo commented on the play, 
“I felt that the call was made late. 
I was upset because, in my opin-
ion, if we go up 2-1 and hold them 
(Emmanuel) the rest of the half, we 
avoid overtime.”

Both Simmons and Emman-
uel were in the same predicament 
a year ago resulting in Emmanuel 
scoring the golden goal in overtime 
to win 3-2. 

This year was no different. 
Three minutes into overtime, Em-
manuel’s All-League forward, Di 
Nucci, maneuvered around the 
Sharks’ back-line to once again run 
away with the overtime victory. 

“Losing to any opponent in 
overtime is tough. This being the 
second year in a row made it sting 
a bit more. However, I thought our 
team was dominant on the field and 

I am very proud of our overall per-
formance,” said Mastrogiacomo.

“As much as the loss hurts, 
we played with our hearts on our 
sleeves. It gives us a positive out-
look on the season to come,” said 
Elliott.  “We’ll be seeing them 

ProvIded by Jenn kmIeTek

The soccer team has lost to rival Emmanuel two years in a row.

“After that goal, 
we easily could 

have let down. But 
instead we were 

able to stay strong 
as a team and at-
tack right back.”

~ emily Dinuovo,
ClaSS of 2010

again in the GNAC finals.” 
The Sharks look to regain 

their winning ways on Saturday 
when they face St. Joseph’s College 
of Maine and return home Oct. 8 to 
play against Norwich University. 

Recurring disappointment for Sharks
Simmons soccer suffers another defeat vs. rival Emmanual College
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By Melissa Palardy
Contributing Writer

Thanks to the dreaded ragweed 
plant, early fall allergies have be-
gun to rear their ugly faces to the 
community.  According to the 
Asthma and Allergy Foundation 
of America, an estimated 10 to 20 
percent of Americans are allergic 
to ragweed pollen.  One ragweed 
plant can produce up to one billion 
grains of pollen, and each grain 
can travel up to 400 miles by air 
during the season. 

Pollen spores are tiny egg-
shaped male cells found in flower-
ing plants. You may know pollen 
better as the tiny, powdery granules 
that plants use during the fertiliza-
tion process. The size of a typical 
pollen spore is smaller in diameter 
than a human hair. 

Unfortunately, pollen is not 
the only allergen to blame. Accord-
ing to Kathleen McNaughton, R.N. 
and writer for WebMD, a medical 

refrence Web site, leaf molds also 
cause irritation for many people.  

According to Health Central, 
recognizing that you have allergies 
is half the battle. Prolonged nasal 
congestion, coughing, sneezing, 
itchy or runny nose, or red and 
itchy eyes means it may be time to 
see a doctor. The Scott Brand and 
WebMD teamed up to form the fol-
lowing list of tips in order to help 
people deal with their seasonal al-
lergies:

Check daily weather

Look in your local newspaper or 
watch the Weather Channel for lo-
cal reports on the pollen count in 
your area.  This way, you can plan 
your day based on how high the 
count is.

Limit your time spent outdoors

 Late afternoon and early evenings 
are the best times to go outside 
during allergy season.  This is the 
time when pollen counts are the 
lowest. Peak pollen counts usu-
ally occur between 10 a.m. and 3 
p.m. in many urban areas.  If it has 
rained or temperatures have fallen 
below 50 degrees overnight, it is 

possible you will experience less 
irritation. Try to wear a mask when 
doing yard work in order to cover 
your mouth and nose.

Keep windows closed

Keeping car and home windows 
closed is an easy way to keep ex-
cessive pollen outside.  It may be 
in your best interest to purchase 
a High Efficiency Particulate Air 
(HEPA) purifier, or a dehumidifier 
when mold becomes troublesome.  

Keeping your air conditioner 
running up until the first frost will 
help keep the air in your home cir-
culating, thus keeping unwanted 
allergens outdoors.

Keep excessive pollens outdoors  
If you must spend time outdoors, 
wash your clothes and shower im-
mediately afterward. Do not hang 
clothes outside to dry, as this will 
attract pollen to the clothing.

Stay healthy

Do not smoke and drink plenty of 
fluids in order to keep your sinus 
discharge thin.  Up to half of the 
people with ragweed allergies may 
also react to bananas, melons, zuc-
chini, cucumber, sunflower seeds, 
and chamomile teas, according to 
WebMD.

Nip allergies in the bud

The best way to combat fall aller-
gies is to treat them before they 
start. Taking antihistamines about 
one week before high pollen counts 
are expected can significantly re-
duce your reaction to the pollen. 
If antihistamines are not strong 
enough, talk to your doctor about 
immunotherapy, a gradual process 
that can help your body react less 
severely to pollen.

For more information and treat-
ment for allergies and other chron-
ic illnesses, please contact the 
Simmons Health Center at (617) 
521-1002.

How to alleviate both-
ersome fall allergies

By Emily Bernhard
Contributing Writer

Graduate students Jake Winter-
mute, Patrick Boyle, and Christina 
Agapakes discussed biology’s an-
swer to the energy crisis—biofu-
el—and advocated for the need for 
alternative, non-fossil-fuel based 
energy sources at the first Science 
in the News lecture at Harvard 
Medical School on Sept. 24. 

The lectures focus on bring-
ing science to a social level and ad-
dressing issues circulating among 
news networks, dinner tables, and 
the upcoming political campaigns. 
They will take place in the Ar-
menise Amphitheater at Harvard 
Medical School.

The facts they presented 
painted a grim outlook on today’s 
costly and inefficient process of 
converting chemical energy (oil) 
into electromagnetic (common 
electricity). 

“While everyone’s been back-
ing solar, wind, and hydroelectric 
energy for years now,” Winter-
mute told the audience. “The fact 
of the matter is, the price of oil is 
still skyrocketing, and fossil fuels 
in general are still dominating the 
world energy supply. If anything’s 
going to change, we need to look 
elsewhere to solve our problems.”

Solar energy is the most ac-
cessible energy resource available. 
The sun, which consists of 100,000 
joules of energy, sends enough 
power to Earth in one hour to sup-
ply all of our energy needs for a 
year, but it is also the most expen-
sive. The average consumer pays 

Harvard Medical fall seminar se-
ries begins with biofuel

over $40,000 to install and main-
tain effective solar panels. While 
helping the environment and al-
leviating dependency upon fossil 
fuels may seem noble, according 
to the lecturers, the financial con-
straints are too great.

New solutions emerging are 
biofuels, or “fuels derived from 
plants or microorganisms.” Be-
cause biofuels are carbon neutral, 
they cannot damage the environ-
ment as fossil fuels do. The most 
common biofuel currently used is 
ethanol, which converts the sun-
light stored in plants (notably corn) 
into energy. According to one of 
the lecturers, Patrick Boyle, there 
are other alternatives to corn such 
as switchgrass, a hardy American 
prairie grass.

Unlike corn, switchgrass is 
a perennial and abundant weed in 
America, making it a fierce rival to 
the temperamental and infrequent 

JessICa Thanos
The transition into fall makes it difficult for Americans who suffer from 
seasonal allergies to enjoy the colorful leaves and cooler weather.

corn crop. It contains fewer nutri-
ents than corn, making it nearly 
impossible to digest, but contains 
a large quantity of cellulose. Cel-
lulose molecules are long chains of 
sugar that make up 33 percent of 
plant matter. They are also impor-
tant energy storage facilities. 

Cellulose must be broken 
down in order to make ethanol 
from it. Harsh chemical processes 
are being used today; however, 
Boyle said that eventually natural 
enzymes may be implemented. 

“We may not have the com-
plex digestive system to break 
down switchgrass, but cows cer-
tainly do. Once digested, micro-
organisms in their digestive tracts 
break down the cellulose, turning 
it into usable energy,” said Boyle.

Using the microorganisms 
would be an effective and environ-
mentally responsible alternative 
to the chemicals currently used to 
break down cellulose into ethanol. 

Another natural ethanol pro-
ducer is yeast, which has been used 
and manipulated for thousands of 
years in the making of bread dough. 
The yeast microorganism ferments 
sugars to produce ethanol. It is 
hopeful that genetically modified 
yeast may be able to break down 
cellulose or produce different 
types of biofuel. For now, scientists 
and the three graduate students are 
content in waiting for the research 
and the funding to strengthen their 
theories and hopes.

The Science in the News is a 
nine-week lecture series running 
every Wednesday from 7-9 p.m. 
until Nov. 19.

“If anything’s go-
ing to change, we 
need to look else-
where to solve our 

problems.”
~JaKe Wintermute,

harvarD meDiCal SChool 
graDuate StuDent
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By Shannon Brown
Staff Writer

Helen Drinan sits regally at a large 
wooden table in her spacious of-
fice. Though she is president of a 
college, her appearance and man-
nerisms make her approachable 
and easy to talk to.  

Drinan took the role as in-
terim President at Simmons in Au-
gust after being chair of the Board 
of Trustees last year.

Drinan says she would be 
pleased and privileged to serve as 
Simmons College’s interim presi-
dent for the next three years.

Drinan was born Helen Gan-
non in Weymouth, Mass., just 
south of Boston. 

She went to Weymouth High 
School, where she met her husband 
in the ninth grade. They are still 
married today. 

“We just had our 40th anni-
versary the day after the first-years 
arrived,” says Drinan. 

She is not the only Weymouth 
High School alumnae at Simmons. 
Mary Lahaj, the chaplin to the 
Muslim community, went to high 
school with Drinan. 

“Helen was an amazing per-
son in high school,” says Lahaj. 
“She was always everywhere, do-
ing everything. She was one of the 
jewels of the class who everyone 
looked up to.”

Lahaj knew Drinan fairly 
well in high school. Not only 
were they on the same cheerlead-
ing squad, but Lahaj dated David 
Drinan, who would later become 
Helen’s husband.

Lahaj says she remembers 
Helen Drinan as an “A” student 
who was service oriented. 

Drinan’s good grades allowed 
her to attend Mount Holyoke Col-
lege, a women’s college in South 
Hadley, Mass. 

“It was wonderful,” says 
Drinan. “Beautiful location, in the 
Five College area in western Mass. 
It is very rural. But, you know, in 
the Five College area–UMass Am-
herst, Smith, Amherst College, 
Mount Holyoke, and Hampshire–
it’s a very vibrant academic com-
munity.” 

Drinan explains that the at-
mosphere at Mount Holyoke dif-
fers from Boston because it is rural 
and bucolic.

She majored in French and 
minored in Education. As a stu-
dent, she taught at the South Had-
ley public school and received her 
teaching certificate. Her origi-
nal plan was to become a French 
teacher after she graduated.

She was able to do all of this 
and still graduate in just three and 
a half years. Not only that, but Dri-
nan married her high school sweet-
heart at the end of her junior year.

“I got married on August 31, 
1968,” she proudly proclaims. 

After Drinan and her hus-
band were married, they decided 
to adopt their son Michael, who 
was two and a half years old at the 
time. 

Drinan then became preg-
nant with her second child around 
the time she graduated.

 “Literally, when I walked 
across the stage, I was pregnant 

with our number two child,” she 
recalls.

She taught French in Ox-
ford, Mass., for what would have 
been the second half of her senior 
year. Oxford is right outside of 

Worcester, where her husband was 
finishing up at College of the Holy 
Cross.

Once he received his degree, 
the family of four joined the Peace 
Corps for three years.

“That was quite an interest-
ing experience,” explains Drinan. 
“It happened really spontaneously. 
We lived in the Philippines. And 
for two years we were volunteers, 
and the third year we both worked 
in volunteer training.”

As soon as the Drinans came 
home from the Peace Corps, the 
husband a wife went straight into 
graduate school. 

“I came to Simmons and 
started at the Graduate School of 
Library and Information Sciences 
(GSLIS),” says Drinan. 

She says that while she was 
in the Philippines, she decided that 

librarianship could give her more 
opportunities than the single class-
room experience she would have 
had as a French teacher. She added 
that it would be a good way to bal-
ance having children and having a 
work life.

“The summer I started at 
Simmons, I was pregnant with 
our third child,” says Drinan.  Her 
daughter was born while she was 
in the GSLIS program. 

Drinan got right to work once 
she received her master’s degree.

“So I got a job working with, 
then, a small firm in Cambridge, 
called Charles River Associates,” 

says Drinan, which is now known 
as CRA International. “I started 
out as the assistant librarian in this 
very small company.”

Though Drinan had reached 
her goal of becoming a librarian, 

she realized she had yet to find her 
true calling. 

“Well, this very small com-
pany was growing by leaps and 
bounds and they were doing ex-
tremely well,” she says. “I got bit-
ten by the bug of business. I could 
see what these people were doing 
around me, how they were affect-
ing the business world. It was ex-
citing and I thought, ‘You know, I 
would like to be doing this kind of 
work.’”

Drinan had noticed while she 
was getting her first master’s de-
gree at Simmons that the college’s 
new School of Management gradu-

ate program would satisfy her new-
est intellectual interest and allow 
her to take classes part time, work, 
and help raise her family.

“So I approached my em-
ployer and asked if I could contin-
ue to work, but go to school some 
of the time,” says Drinan. “So I 
was working full time, I had three 
kids, I was going to the School of 
Management part time, and that 
was a lot.”

Her decision to go back to 
school affected her whole family; 
they had to balance the schedules 
of all five members.

“My husband was a graduate 
student,” says Drinan. “The two 
older children were in school and 
the youngest was in daycare. So we 
kind of patched it together.” 

Once Drinan received her de-
gree from the School of Manage-
ment, new doors opened for her.

“In 1981 I went to work for 
the Bank of Boston, which was 
then the First National Bank of 
Boston,” says Drinan. “I had a 
number of jobs there, in informa-
tion systems first, and then human 
resources second. And in 1993 I 
was promoted to executive VP and 
head of Human Resources.  I was 
the first woman on the Manage-
ment Committee at that time.”

“When I got the job, Bank 
of Boston was 210 years old, so 
it was noteworthy that no woman 
had been in a top leadership posi-
tion there up until that time,” says 
Drinan. “And, you, know, it made 
a big difference to the women at 
the bank, that finally a woman had 
broken through there.”

Simmons recognized Dri-
nan’s accomplishment of breaking 
through the gender gap by nam-
ing her the recipient of the Phyllis 
Rappaport Alumnae Achievement 
Award that same year.  

“I even said to them, ‘Look 
I’d rather get this award after I’ve 
done something significant,’” says 
Drinan modestly. “And they said, 
‘Getting promoted to this job is 
something significant.’”

Drinan says that she had a 
great career at the Bank of Boston. 
Unfortunately it was sold to Fleet 
Bank in 1999.

Drinan stayed with Bank of 
Boston until the transaction was 
completed, but left the company 
soon after. She used her time off to 
think about the next direction she 
wanted to go in and to spend some 
time with her newly born grand-
child.

After a year off, Drinan took 
her first steps toward her new ca-
reer.

“I took a job as the president 
and chief executive officer of the 
Society of Human Resource Man-
agement,” she says. “That is the 
largest professional office of hu-
man resources professionals in the 
world.”

Once she had worked there 
for a few years, Drinan came back 
to Boston and renewed her rela-
tionship with Simmons. 

“I had stayed involved with 
Simmons throughout the years, 
helping to raise money or work on 
this or that at the School of Man-
agement. Kind of low visibility. 
Then in 2001, I was executive in 
residence at the School of Manage-
ment.” 

This position opened the door 
for Drinan and her future roles she 
would have at Simmons.

Simmons: Meet your president
This is part one of a two-part se-
ries on the new interim President 
Helen Drinan.

ProvIded by deb nICholls

This page, from the 1965 Weymouth, Mass. yearbook, shows a young Helen Drinan, and her future husband, David.
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Drugs, rape, and HIV are South 
Africa’s perfect storm
By Elena Larson
Contributing Writer

“I lost the will to live,” said the 24 
year old rape survivor. “All I want-
ed to do was die. I lost my job and 
even thought about taking drugs—
anything to make the memories go 
away.”

Her story, recorded at the 
Simelela Rape Crisis Center out-
side Cape Town, is not uncommon, 
according to Simelela counselors. 
They say it is often connected with 
drugs, especially tik, South Afri-
ca’s version of what Americans call 
“ice” (crystal methamphetamine).

Easy to manufacture, tik is 
said to produce the same high and 
the same aggressive behavior as 
crack cocaine but, unlike crack, 
which lasts a relatively short time, a 
tik high can last up to four hours.

Already the country with the 
world’s highest rape rate at 120 
per 100,000 in 2006 (four times 
that of the United States) and the 
highest incidence of HIV/AIDS, as 
well as record rates of other violent 
crimes, South Africa is rapidly 
becoming home to a devastating 
drug addiction. Health workers say 
the phenomena are closely linked, 
and that any solution must take this 
into account.

Drug-related crimes in the 
Western Cape increased by 159 
percent from 2001 to 2006, with a 
total of almost 35,000 reported that 
year, the most of any South Afri-
can province, according to Safety 
and Security Minister Charles 

Nqakula.
Experts say the connection 

between drugs and aggressive be-
havior is strong. A 2002 study by 
the Institute for Security Studies 
(ISS), a regional research orga-
nization, found that more than 45 
percent of those arrested for seri-
ous crimes over a two-year period 
tested positive for illegal substanc-
es.

“What this study does show 
is that drug use is common among 
people arrested for committing 
a wide range of crimes,” says the 
ISS. “While we cannot say that 
most drug users are criminals, we 
can say that many criminals use 
drugs.”

Nazma Hendriks, a counsel-
ing coordinator at the Rape Crisis 
Center in Manenburg, where she 
has debriefed dozens of rape vic-
tims, told the South African daily 
Die Burger that there is “definitely 
a link” between tik and rape.

As a methamphetamine, tik 
triggers the release of chemicals 
like epinephrine and dopamine in 
the brain, which cause feelings like 
euphoria, increased confidence, 
and a heightened sense of sexual-
ity, she said.

These feelings lead some to 
use tik as a date rape drug in order 
to increase libido. “Women who 
are about to be raped are forced to 
use it first. The rapists apparently 
believe that tik heightens the qual-
ity of the sexual experience. That 
is, of course, not true,” Hendriks 
said.

In addition, tik is known to 
cause memory loss, which puts 
survivors at a disadvantage in 
court because their testimonies are 
not considered trustworthy. “Rape 
survivors can’t always remember 
what happened, and therefore, 
aren’t reliable witnesses in court,” 
she said.

Tik’s association with in-
creased libido also puts survivor’s 
testimonies at a disadvantage, as 

their resistance to the act is more 
likely to be questioned, according 
to Hendricks.

In this way, the legal process 
becomes increasingly difficult 
for rape survivors when tik is in-
volved. “I wanted to press charges. 
I wanted him to go to prison. Un-
til I knew he was behind bars I 
wouldn’t feel safe.  But it is not an 
easy process and sometimes I feel 
like giving up,” one 27 year old 
rape survivor told Simelela.

HIV transmission is a com-
mon result of rape whose likeli-
hood increases with the use of 
tik, according to the Cape Town 
Women’s Health Co-Op, whose lit-
erature cites a study that shows that 
tik users are less likely to have safe 
sex, as they have higher numbers 
of sexual partners and more unpro-
tected sex than non-tik users. 

In addition, tik can be dehy-
drating, drying out the skin and 
causing tears in the vagina, anus, 
and mouth. In doing so, it makes 
the transmission of HIV and other 
sexually transmitted infections 
much more likely.

Commonly sold in cold drink 
straws, pinched tight at each end, 
tik is often smoked in lightbulbs 
heated from below after their met-
al screw bases are removed. One 
straw typically sells for R15 to R30 
($2 to $4) and can be made from 
local ingredients, such as battery 
acid, antifreeze, lye, or over-the-
counter cold medications contain-
ing ephedrine, according to the 
Cape Town Drug Counseling Cen-
tre (CTDCC).

Local drug counselors say 
that anyone with a high-school 
knowledge of chemistry can manu-
facture it, because the recipe is ac-
cessible over the Internet.

This article is the twenty-first in a series of articles on South Africa,  an outcome of the Spring 2007 study 
abroad course COMM/POLS 328 “Human Rights in South Africa,” led by Professor Dan Connell, whose 
next trip is scheduled for Spring 2009. The collected articles appear in Old Wrongs, New Rights: Student 
Views of the New South Africa (Africa World Press, 2008), available in the College bookstore or on amazon.
com.  

dan Connell/The Image Works

Activists with the Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) brief Simmons reporters on health conditions in the 
sprawling Khayeitsha township outside Cape Town.

dan Connell/Image Works

Health workers in Cape Town who face hundreds of HIV/AIDS cases with minimal resources demand higher wages 
and increased government investment in public health.

The rapid rise in tik’s use 
since 2002 worries Cape Town 
researchers. “Nowhere else in the 
world has there been such a mas-
sive increase in the use of a drug 
over such a short period of time,” 
CTDCC director Grant Jardine 
told the Mail and Guardian, add-
ing that “most users are involved in 
crime or prostitution to fund their 
habit.”

Andreas Plüddermann, a 
senior researcher at the Medical 
Research Council, has called for 
stepped up efforts to understand 
these connections. “There is an 
urgent need for research, not only 
to assess the prevalence of tik, but 
also to get a better understanding 
of the link between tik use and 
mental health problems and sexual 
risk behavior.”

Meanwhile, MDC officials 
have taken to calling Cape Town 
“the tik capital of South Africa.”

“I wanted to press 
charges. I wanted 
him to go to pris-

on. Until I knew he 
was behind bars I 
wouldn’t feel safe. 

But it is not an 
easy process and 
sometimes I feel 
like giving up.”

~raPe Survivor
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By Amanda Gross
Contributing Writer

There is no doubt that the nursing 
program at Simmons College is 
challenging–some might even say 
it is a little scary. Charlene Hol-
lins, set to don a cap and gown this 
May, proves that with a little faith 
in oneself and faith in God, it can 
be done.

“When I first started I was 
nervous, but now I feel like I can 
actually be a nurse,” she says. “It’s 
still hard, but it gets easier as you 
go along.”

Hollins, 23, a native of 
Roslindale, Mass., is not only fin-
ishing up a Nursing major, but she 
has a double minor in Psychology 
and Biology under her belt, too. 

Although academics are 
clearly a strength for Hollins, a 
closer look proves that there is 
more to this woman than scrubs 
and a lab coat. 

A member of the New Eng-
land Regional Black Nurses As-
sociation, president of Simmons’ 
ALANA Nursing Liaison, and 
president of the Simmons Gospel 
Choir, Hollins’ involvement in 
student organizations proves she 
has the passion to achieve great 
things.

She is Simmons: Hollins pushes for 
diversity in nursing

Hollins describes herself 
as “very spiritually grounded,” 
a quality that led her to head the 
Simmons Gospel Choir. After at-
tending the Student Activities Fair 
in the fall of her first year and not 
finding anything that appealed to 
her, Hollins used her connections 
in the Black Student Organization 
(BSO) to get a new club started.

Four years later, Hollins still 
holds the title of president of the 
group, and counts on the support 
of her fellow singers to pull her 
through her studies.

“Singing really helps me get 
through nursing,” she said.

Hollins’ passion for nursing 
has led her to participate in Bos-
ton’s branch of the New England 
Regional Black Nurses Associ-
ation–a program that sent her to 
Las Vegas for a five-day national 
conference in August. Hollins said 
that her participation in this pro-
gram has shaped her positively as 
a nurse.

“They encourage you to fur-
ther your education, and that’s what 
I plan on doing,” she says. 

Hollins has plans to obtain 
a master’s degree in nursing from 
either Duke University in Durham, 
N.C. or here at Simmons after she 
works as a nurse for a few years. 

“I want to get my feet wet 
in nursing before I make a drastic 
change,” she says.

After getting a master’s de-
gree, she explains, she can become 
a clinical instructor in the Boston 
area, or even come back to Sim-
mons and work.

Before the master’s, how-
ever, Hollins plans on working at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital in 
Boston (BWH) in the cardiovascu-
lar surgery section and eventually 
becoming a nurse in the emergen-
cy department. 

These opportunities for work 
at BWH stem from the numerous 
clinicals Hollins has done at the 
hospital. Currently, she has 24 
hours of clinicals per week, split-
ting her time among the Pine Street 
Homeless Shelter, the North End 
Elderly Rehabilitation Center, and 
the acute care unit of BWH. Ad-
ditionally, she works 24 hours per 
week in the emergency department 
at the BWH. 

 “Getting one foot in the door 
gives a lot of opportunity,” she says 
of her time spent working as a stu-
dent at BWH. 

Somehow, Hollins still man-
ages to muster  ample energy to 
serve as president of the ALANA 

Nursing Liaison, a multicultural 
organization that focuses on the 
diseases and disorders affecting 
women of color. 

The ALANA [African, 
Latina, Asian, Native American] 
Nursing Liaison was founded in 
Feb. 2008 by Sasha DuBois. The 
group was prompted by students of 
color who did not feel particularly 
included in or stimulated by the ex-
isting Simmons Nursing Liaison, 
Hollins explains.

Dr. Judy Beal, dean of nurs-
ing, pushed these students to form 
the ALANA Nursing Liaison, and 
the program got an enormous lift 
from the $2 million donated by the 
Dotson family for diversity in the 
Simmons nursing program.

Hollins explains that the 
ALANA Nursing Liaison holds fo-
rums in which speakers come and 
discuss specific medical aspects 
relevant to certain cultural groups. 

If someone of Irish heritage 
wants to join and explore the medi-
cal theories of that culture, Hollins 
explains, she would be more than 
welcome in the group. 

Hollins says she enjoys the 
interaction this program allows 
her to have with younger nursing 
students. Both the Nursing Liaison 
and the ALANA Nursing Liaison 

host mentoring programs to help 
nursing students of all years stay 
ahead in the program.

“You feel like you’re a help-
ing hand to others,” Hollins says.

Hollins puts her all into ex-
tracurricular activities–however, 
she explains, that involvement 
gives back tenfold. The activities, 
she says, actually help her in her 
classes.

“It makes you see that you’re 
not the only one struggling with 
studies,” she explains. “You can 
see that there are other people go-
ing through what you’re going 
through.”

Hollins’ success at Sim-
mons is certainly a product of her 
dedication, but she also attributes 
these triumphs to a more spiritual 
source.

“I feel that God really carries 
me through Simmons, and through 
the nursing program,” she says. 

As for her younger class-
mates, Hollins urges earnest effort 
in order to succeed.

“Nursing might be a strug-
gle,” she said, “but you can do it 
through faith and hard work.”

“Nursing might be 
a struggle...but you 
can do it through 

faith and hard 
work.”

~Charlene hollinS,
ClaSS of 2009

ProvIded by Charlene hollIns

Hollins, third from left, with a few members of the gospel choir.

ProvIded by Charlene hollIns

Hollins with the choir group at the first concert held at Simmons on April 1.

International students find employment opportunities 
through Simmons
By Lucía Cordón
Staff Writer

Reading Simmons’ International 
Student pamphlet, the phrase “ex-
traordinary professional prepara-
tion” jumps out.

The explanation, “The in-
tegration of theory and practice, 
leadership, and informed citizen-
ship, and an outstanding location 
in the heart of Boston, a world-
class college town with unlimited 
educational, career, and social op-
portunities,” is hard to miss.

For any international stu-
dents applying to Simmons, living 
in Boston is an important decid-
ing factor. But, what is the point of 
living in a city that offers endless 
career and practical opportunities 
if they are available only to those 
native to the United States?

After being accepted to Sim-
mons, every international student 
who does not hold U.S. citizenship 
or a green card must apply for a 
student visa at the U.S. Embassy or 
the U.S. Consulate in their native 

country. 
Before coming to Boston, ac-

cepted students must be granted a 
student visa by the U.S. Depart-
ment of State.

For some, this is a quick and 
easy process and visas are given 
out for the entire four years of col-
lege. For others, student visa pro-
cessing can be a long and traumatic 
experience, during which visas are 
given out for short periods and stu-
dents have to keep renewing them 
at home. 

F-1 student visas state that 
an individual must have a “valid 
educational purpose for coming to 
the United States and be a full time 
student.” 

This is where it gets tricky. 
An F-1 student must state that she 
has no intention of immigrating to 
the U.S. and is here solely for edu-
cational purposes.

Fortunately, there are a few 
solutions for international student 
non-work eligibility.

Simmons encourages all 
students to work and offers mul-

tiple resources such as the Career 
Education Center (CEC), online 
job databases, and a number of on-
campus jobs.

International students have 
the option to work on campus as 
soon as they come to Simmons. 
However, there is a restriction: 
employment must be performed on 
the school’s premises. A few op-
tions are working at the bookstore, 
the library, or one of the school’s 
offices. 

According to the Office of 
Student Life, “On-campus employ-
ment for F-1 students is limited to 
20 hours a week or fewer during 
semesters when class is in session. 
Students may work full time dur-
ing semester breaks and summer 
vacation.”

As part of an integrated 
learning design, Simmons requires 
that students complete a mini-
mum of eight hours of independent 
learning. Completing senior the-
ses, fieldwork, internships, and in-
dependent studies are some of the 
ways to meet the requirement.

Most professors and profes-
sionals encourage students to do 
internships to gain experience in 
their field and open doors to other 
work opportunities. 

“Internship courses [at Sim-
mons] involve a supervised learn-
ing experience grounded in theory 
and critical thinking. Internships 
are overseen by a Simmons faculty 
advisor and an on-site supervisor 
in a work-place setting selected 
by the student in consultation with 
her department and assisted by the 
CEC,” states the Undergraduate 
Program Course Catalog.

Fortunately, international 
students are legally eligible to do 
an internship by using Curricular 
Practical Training (CPT). Accord-
ing to the Office of Student Life, 
“CPT is legal employment autho-
rization available to F-1 students 
while they are still enrolled full-
time. It consists of a work-study 
program, internship, cooperative 
education, or practicum which 
is an integral part of the degree 
program in which the student is 

enrolled either as a course require-
ment for graduation or as a pro-
gram for which academic credit is 
awarded.”

After graduation, F-1 stu-
dents are able to apply for Optional 
Practical Training (OPT). This is a 
12-month grace period offered by 
the U.S. government during which 
graduates are able to “gain profes-
sional work experience in the field 
of study after completion of degree 
requirements,” according to the 
Office of Student Life Web site.

“OPT must be recommended 
by the Designated School Official 
and authorized by the Department 
of Homeland Security before the 
student begins to work,” states the 
State Department’s Web site.

Though employment op-
tions are limited for international 
students, there are resources that 
every international student should 
take advantage of. It is important 
to keep in touch with the Office of 
Student Life about individual cir-
cumstances and application dead-
lines.
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By Caitlin Mazzola
Staff Writer

In the end of the fourth season, 
viewers discovered Rebecca, the 
former “Jane Doe” of the ferry 
accident episodes, has borderline 
personality disorder, which left an 
already troubled Alex to clean up 
her psychological mess. 

Izzie tries to help, which 
leads to confused romantic feel-
ings between Alex and Izzie, and 
they end their part of the season 
with a kiss. 

With a little help from Lexie, 
Chief Weber allows George to re-
take his intern exams. 

Callie and Dr. Erica Hahn re-

alize that their friendship is more 
than platonic and kiss in front of 
a confused, yet interested, Mark 
(McSteamy). 

Meredith finally decides to 
commit to Derek, who ends the ep-
isode by trekking out to finish his 
relationship with the nurse, Rose. 

Season five has a lot of 
ground to cover and viewers were 
anxious to see how creator Shonda 
Rhimes would deal with the issues 
of the end of the fourth season.  In 
order to treat as many issues as 
possible, Grey’s returned to ABC 
last Thursday at 9 p.m. for a two-
hour season premiere. 

Rhimes certainly knew how 
to entice viewers to tune in and 

watch the premiere.  The previews 
for the episode showed Derek dead 
on a hospital table and a clip of 
Rose telling Derek she is carrying 
his child. 

The episode starts with Der-
ek dead on the hospital table, while 
Meredith looks on tearful and help-
less, but it is actually just a dream. 

Seattle Grace Hospital’s fall 
in rank as the country’s top teach-
ing hospital, to twelfth, is the con-
flict that will lead the rest of the 
season. Chief Weber is crabby for 
the entire episode for this reason. 
Finally, Grey’s has started to make 
sense.  

Doctors and interns on the 
show cannot go about their ways 
without some consequences.  The 
characters of Grey’s, specifically 
Derek and Meredith, bring too 
much of their personal lives to the 
hospital, which sometimes results 
in fluked surgeries and procedures.  
It is about time their actions have 
some real consequence.  

Chief Weber succinctly tells 
his staff at the end of the episode, 
“You’re here because I allow you to 
be here.” It is true; no real hospital 
would allow the personal riffs go-
ing on between all members of the 
staff to happen. It affects the lives 
at stake on the medical tables.

During the season premiere, 
while in surgery, Lexie and Mark 
start fighting about Mark’s treat-
ment of George, whom Lexie has a 
crush on.  The patient ends up go-
ing into cardiac arrest.  

Later, Derek and Rose, who 
are on terrible terms because Der-
ek dumped Rose for Meredith, get 
in a tizzy during another surgery, 
and Rose ends up stabbing Derek 
with a scalpel.

Neither situation is profes-
sional behavior for a hospital, but 
now Seattle Grace has to pay for 
these actions. 

Grey’s is finally adding some 
reality into the plot, yet this soapy 

onlIneTvmaIn.blogsPoT.Com

Grey’s Anatomy returned for a fifth season with many plot twists and sur-
prises.

drama still remains a venue for the 
unbelievable and the excessively 
dramatic. As Jennifer Armstrong 
of Entertainment Weekly put it, “I 
don’t come to Grey’s Anatomy for 
reasonability.”

The remainder of the episode 
veers away from reality and settles 
into its normal state of drama.  The 
episode revolves around a snow-
storm, which hits Seattle and is un-
common for the area.  The Seattle 
Grace staff prepares for a lot of car 
accident trauma. 

A limo careens into the am-
bulance dock.  In the limo are three 
women in ball gowns (Kathy Baker 
and Bernadette Peters make guest 
appearances as two of the women) 
and their driver, who went through 
the windshield, dies shortly af-
ter.  The women are waiting for 
their husbands, whose limo also 
crashed. 

Doctors Miranda Bailey and 
Cristina Yang find out that the hus-
bands are being taken to Mercy 
West hospital, which ranks higher 
than Seattle Grace. Miranda and 
Cristina insist that the women 
have their husbands sent to Seattle 
Grace, a coy way for Seattle Grace 
to start climbing the ranks again. 

Moments like these highlight 
the roles of Miranda and Cristina, 
who are so ambitious that some-
times their actions seem slightly 
coldhearted and selfish, but they 
keep the show’s wry humor alive. 

Another highlight of Miran-
da’s role happens when Miranda 
and Cristina are waiting for trauma 
cases in the clinic.  Miranda turns 
to Cristina and says, “I have a 
dream, Yang. I have a dream that 
one day trauma will walk through 
these doors. I have a dream.” A 
risky move on Rhime’s part, but 
illustrative of Miranda’s character, 
one of the best and most realistic 
characters of the show. 

The premiere introduced a 
new doctor, Army Sergeant Owen, 

who rescues Cristina from her 
post-Burke depression as well as a 
rogue icicle. Cristina finally gives 
Meredith a piece of her mind, and 
tells Meredith she needs to shut up 
about Derek for once (a relief to the 
fans as well).  In the midst of this, 
Cristina slips on ice and lands on 
her back and a huge icicle breaks 
off the roof and pierces her stom-
ach.

Izzie and Alex’s kiss of last 
season amounts to nothing when 
Izzie finds Alex hooking up with 
an unidentified someone in one of 
the hospital’s linen closets. 

Something is going on be-
tween George and Lexie, but fans 
will have to keep watching to see 
how that relationship pans out.  

Erica and Callie awkwardly 
try to come to terms with last sea-
son’s kiss and finally decide that 
it is okay to experiment, both in 
medical terms and in their personal 
lives. 

A lot happened in this pre-
miere, and the episode promises 
an interestingly fruitful season to 
come.  

The episode itself was a little 
long. “It seemed like it was go-
ing to end about six times.  The 
episode just seemed too long,” said 
sophomore Erin Carter. 

It may have been a little long, 
but the episode packed in a lot that 
will guide the rest of season, and 
hopefully viewers will continue to 
follow the drama that is just around 
the corner. 

By Peter Frisman
Staff Writer

Watching the majority of Towel-
head, a film adapted from Alicia 
Erian’s novel and directed by 
Alan Ball, feels like spending two 
hours with a mouth full of chalk 
dust. The only times the sensa-
tion is lost is when the film unin-
tentionally reveals that it is trying 
to achieve that very effect.

Summer Bishil plays a na-
ïve 13-year-old girl; a young bird 
prematurely ejected from the nest 
amid countless predators with no 
idea how to fly. 

Through her subjection to 
lecherous men, controlling par-
ents, and unhealthy examples of 
female beauty, she experiences 
a sexual awakening that her bio-
logical clock has cruelly subject-

ed her to at the most inconvenient 
time. 

Her newfound sexual curi-
osity makes it all the more easy 
for boys her age, and a few pedo-
philes, to exploit her naïveté.

Bishil becomes the vic-
tim of everything from parental 
abuse to statutory rape, vaguely 
aware that something is terribly 
wrong but without any perceiv-
able means to correct her situ-
ation–at least not until the only 
respectable characters in the film 
show up. 

She is also partly of Middle 
Eastern descent and residing in 
Texas during the first Gulf War. 
It is far from a favorable position, 
and fairly contrived as well. 

It seems almost believable 
that some elements of the plot 
were inspired by Roald Dahl’s 

Matilda but Ball and his cast do 
an impressive job polishing the 
material to the point of feeling 
new.

The opening scenes of Tow-
elhead  are calibrated specifically 
for shock value, starting with a 
grown man preparing to shave 
Bishil’s bikini line and soon fol-
lowed by her being viciously 
slapped by her own father. 

Later are the scenes featur-
ing Aaron Eckhart, in a jarring 
departure from his role as a mor-
al paragon in The Dark Knight. 
Such scenes are hardly unprec-
edented, but they never fail to 
make the viewer queasy. 

The film as a whole, how-
ever, fails to grip the viewer so 
tightly, especially when the film  
is trying too hard to do so.

American Beauty provided 

Ball with experience dealing 
with adolescent girls exploring 
their sexuality, and older men ex-
ploiting them. 

But it seems he hasn’t given 
up his nasty habit of baring the 
raw sentiment in certain scenes, 
a vice that is especially apparent 
when the sentiment is particular-
ly stereotypical. 

Omit the nudity from 
scenes of Bishil stumbling upon 
a skin magazine and staring at 
an idealized topless blonde or her 
father’s girlfriend advising her to 
forgo her interest in engineering 
to become a model, and this film 
could easily be an an after-school 
special. 

A heavily edited sequence, 
during a scene where Bishil has 
her glamour shots taken, knocks 
the audience from the theater to 

a high school auditorium, where 
students are performing a skit 
about body image. 

As for the character of 
Bishil’s father, it seems likely in 
retrospect that such people do 
exist in the real world, but the 
film never allows the viewer the 
chance to ease into such a pos-
sibility. He seems like a rough-
hewn caricature throughout.

The cast and crew of Tow-
elhead put forth an admirable 
effort to avoid making the film 
seem like a stitched-together 
bundle of small plays, with top-
ics ranging from racism to female 
empowerment. 

But, at times, the movie 
cannot help but feel like an un-
usually lavish, massive-budget 
production. A soapbox would 
have sufficed.

Towelhead tries too hard to hook 
the audience

Two-hour premiere guarantees 
interesting season for Grey’s

Voice your 
opinion.
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By Kathleen McKendry
Staff Writer

For all the Rentheads of the world, 
Sept. 7 was truly the end of an 
era. Since its original release 
as an off-Broadway show at the 
New York Theatre Workshop in 
January 1996, the award-winning 
rock opera phenomenon, Rent, 
officially had its last Broadway 
performance last month.

To some, the closing of Rent 
after its 12-year run is a sad time 
because of the high personal im-
pact the show had on their lives.

“The project meant so much 
to me personally because it came 
out right at the time that I was 
starting to work professionally in 
Los Angeles and New York,” said 
Todd Stern, 29, of New York City. 
“With Rent, there was finally a 
show that spoke directly to my 
generation.”

Based on the 1896 opera 
La Boheme by Giacomo Puccini, 
Rent is set in New York’s East 
Village in the late 1980s/early 
1990s and tells the story of a 

group of artists who try to define 
themselves and find love during 
tough times. Through power-
fully compassionate songs, the 
show deals with difficult themes 
such as AIDS, homelessness, ho-
mosexuality, and drug addiction 
with a sense of compelling hope.

Although saddened by its 
closing, fans were not surprised 
at the length of Rent’s run on 
Broadway. 

Rent’s uplifting message 
and upbeat, contemporary mu-
sic enticed a different, younger 
crowd to go to the theater. The 
show opened their eyes to cruel-
ties that some people in society 
have to face, and emotionally 
touched those as they watched 
the characters live their dreams 
despite poverty, disease, and hard 
times.

“I think it survived as long 
as it did because it had really 
good timing,” said Kelly Hess. 
“It came right on the wave of 
the AIDS epidemic, when a lot 
of people were finally learning 
about the disease.”

“I remember camping out 
for almost two days just to get 
rush seats once. We were mis-
erably cold, but it gave us some 
sort of strange empathy to what 
being homeless during the winter 
in New York City must be like,” 
said Stern. “By the time Collins 
[a character in the show] got to 
‘I’ll Cover You’ in the second act, 
we were all in tears. It was a truly 
moving experience.”

The show may be gone 
from Broadway, but it will never 
be forgotten. Fans firmly believe 
it will continue to do national 
tours. Since Rent is closing on 
Broadway, smaller community 
theaters now have the chance to 
bring the moving show to their 
hometowns.

“There are still touring 
companies,” said Sara Panaccio, 
a senior at Roger Williams Uni-
versity. “And it’s great for com-
munity actors, because now local 
theaters can produce the show.” 

However, Rentheads be-
lieve that although the doors may 
be closed for right now, it will not 

be gone from Broadway forever–
they feel it can make a come-
back.

For shows that hold records 
for the length of their runs, like 
Rent, it is not unheard of to have 
a revival, which means that Rent 
has a chance of returning to 
Broadway in the future.

“I’m sure there will be a 
revival of Rent eventually,” said 
Stern. “Whether it will look dat-
ed or not I think depends on if we 

can progress to the point where 
the issues of poverty, homeless-
ness, disease, and homophobia 
are no longer plagues in our soci-
ety. If not, I can imagine that the 
show will have an equally mov-
ing effect on its next generation 
of audience members.”

To give die-hard fans a final 
taste of the Broadway spectacle, 
the final performance was filmed 
and released in movie theaters all 
over the country. It played this 
past weekend only.

Although the doors to the 
Nederlander Theatre on West 
41st Street in New York City have 
been closed to Rent, the Pulitzer 
Prize- and Tony Award-winning 
musical will live on in the hearts 
of its fans.

With its 5, 124 performanc-
es over the past 12 years, Rent is 
currently the seventh longest run-
ning show in Broadway history.

“With Rent, 
there was finally 

a show that spoke 
directly to my gen-

eration.”

~toDD Stern, 
aCtor

Rent: Gone, but never forgotten

By Alicia Lochard
Staff Writer

Miracle at St. Anna leaves little 
room for interpretation of its pri-
mary intention from the start.

The film’s opening scene 
depicts an elderly Puerto Rican 
man, Hector Negron (Laz Alonso), 
watching John Wayne command 
his all-white troops to keep fight-
ing in The Longest Day, an early 
addition to the countless white-
washed Hollywood World War II 
epics. Negron retorts angrily to the 
television that he served his coun-
try, too. 

It is this soldier’s story and 
the stories of the thousands of oth-
ers who fought with Negron that 
prominent African-American di-
rector Spike Lee attempts to honor 
with his latest film. 

Doing justice to the legacy of 
soldiers of color and their contribu-
tions to World War II is a colossal 
undertaking, especially since these 
stories have been left out of just 
about every other war film ever 
made. 

Because the subject has re-
mained virtually untouched by 
American cinema, the plot pos-
sibilities are endless. It must have 
been difficult to decide what to 
include and what could be left out. 
This decision, which some might 
argue is the most important, was 
one that Lee did not make.

The film, which recounts the 
story of four U.S. soldiers, mem-
bers of the all-black 92nd “Buffalo 
Soldier” Division trapped in Nazi-
occupied Tuscany, is part noir-ish 
murder mystery mixed with bloody 
war drama, mystical fantasy, and 

World War II 
drama wan-
ders from plot

Rock the vote.

social commentary. 
While each of these ele-

ments has one or two triumphant 
moments, Lee never really justi-
fies stringing all of them together, 
which makes the plot linger for two 
and a half hours. 

 Told through flashback struc-
ture, the story begins in Harlem in 
1983, where a mysterious shoot-
ing committed by Negron leads to 
an investigation and questioning 
about the five million dollar an-
cient Italian statuehead buried in 
his closet. 

To answer that question, Ne-
gron’s story flashes back to Tus-
cany in 1944 where he and his 
all-black company are attacked 
by Nazi troops while crossing the 
Serchio River. When the fool-
ish but loveable Pfc. Sam Train 
(Omar Benson Miller) wanders to 
rescue a young Italian boy, Train, 
Negron, Sgt. Bishop Cummings 
(Michael Ealy), and Staff Sgt. Au-
brey Stamps (Derek Luke) are left 
by racist commanders to fend for 
themselves. They also must figure 
out how to get the boy to safety and 
return to their unit.

From this point on, the film’s 
power is diminished due to mis-
guided editing choices that allowed 
it to meander far too long on super-
fluous plot devices like supernatu-
ral fantasy and petty clashes be-
tween Stamps and Cummings over 
the beautiful Renata. 

She is an English-speaking 
married Italian woman whose fam-
ily helps the soldiers as they try to 
reconnect with their unit. Thus, 
the film devolves into a convoluted 
tangle of semi-interesting subplots 
instead of the sophisticated, poi-

gnant epic it was intended to be.
Lee’s inability to articulate 

a dramatic focus is redeemed only 
by his attention to human connec-
tion and hope near the end of the 
film. 

In the gorgeously photo-
graphed final battle scene in Tus-
cany, Lee uses a montage set to a 
moving score to connect black sol-
diers, Italian partisans, and even 
Nazi soldiers as they prepare for 

battle, all reciting a prayer of sal-
vation. 

This scene reminds the view-
ers–as a war film should–that war 
is hell, a reality that exists across 
national, religious, and racial 
boundaries.
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And Then There Was the Word
A column about our language: Eschew sesquipedalian words and 
cicernian locutions
By Sidney Berger, Ph.D. 
ProfeSSor of CommuniCationS

I just got e-mailed to me a de-
scription of an essay that a young 
scholar was writing to present at 
a conference.  Here, verbatim, is 
what she said:  “This paper argues, 
however, that the most productive 
overlap between recent book-his-
torical scholarship and the much 
longer tradition of fiction which 
interrogates the act of reading lies 
not in their common interest in 
human agents, but rather in their 
shared attention to the circulation 
of things.”

Who can understand this 
gobbledygook?  

Let’s analyze a couple of 
components of this sentence.  First, 
the paper does not argue, the writer 
does.  But why “argue”?  That is 
one of those academic verbs that 
makes me cringe.  As I have said 
in my columns, say what you want 
in the clearest words possible.  
“Argue” implies that there are two 
sides of an issue and that the writer 
is taking one side as opposed to 
someone who could take a differ-
ent side.  That is what an argument 
is about.

But “argue” is a scholarly 
buzzword that sounds learned and 
insightful.  The commonest occur-
rence of this word is in, “I would 
argue.”  I detest this phrase.  You 
would argue.  The “would” is 
conditional.  Under what circum-
stances would you argue?  This is 
flabby, sophisticated, meaningless 
language.  Better to say, “I think 
that . . . .”  

Look at the next objection-
able phrase:  the much longer tra-
dition of fiction which interrogates 
the act of reading.”  Holy moley, 
Batman!  This says that a tradition 
does some interrogating of an act.  
What the bejeezus does that mean?  
How can a tradition interrogate?  
How can an act be interrogated?  

This is the voice of a young 
scholar trying to sound intelligent, 
brilliant, self-confident.  It sounds 
snobby, dumb, foolish.  The aim 
is to get your ideas across, not to 
overwhelm with bad diction (i.e., 
bad word choice), heavy sentences 
that fall like lead pillows, and im-
penetrable prose.  Writers using 
this kind of language sound pomp-
ous, grandiloquent, and preten-
tious, and, worst of all, they don’t 

always get their ideas across.
Another locution you are 

likely to find in such prose is the 
“not only / but also” construction.  
“The president, at the lowest nadir 
of his term, not only has lost the 
support of his fellow political fol-
lowers, but he has also been denied 
the parallel backing of those to 
whom he has been not a congenial 
political bedfellow.”  

This sentence is bloated.  The 
nadir is already the lowest point, 
so “lowest nadir” is a redundancy.  
“Fellow” and “followers” are also 
a redundancy.  And the rest of the 
sentence is just flab.  Better to say, 
“The president has lost all of his 
support, even among those in his 
own party.”  The “not only /but 
also” business just adds words and 
weight, but no substance.  

You wouldn’t say:  “Go to the 
store and buy not only toilet paper 
but also milk.”  So don’t muck up 
your sentences with that usually 
useless construction.

In earlier columns I have 
talked about bombastic and flabby 
language.  Speak to your audi-
ences, not at them, not over their 
heads.  Use simple, clear prose, not 
long complicated sentences.  Use 
words in their simple meanings, 
not making nouns into verbs, verbs 
into nouns.  Use action verbs that 
refer to human activities in realms 
in which human beings are doing 
the action.  Don’t ever say, “The 
political dialectic rationalized the 
reification of supernumerary theor-
hetorical blasphemies against one’s 
preternatural enemies.”  

If you want to sound intelli-
gent, use simple words, and wow 
your audience with the clarity of 
your presentation and the depth of 
your ideas.

The description I began 
with concludes:  “This paper asks, 
therefore [missing a comma] what 
stories these narratives tell about 
the circulation of free or subsi-
dized print, and what they imply 
for twenty-first  century scholars’ 
understanding of the tension be-
tween ascribing agency to books or 
to their readers.”  In that last phrase 
what is meant by “the tension be-
tween ascribing agency to books or 
to their readers”?  When you have 
a “tension between ascribing,” you 
expect two things, since “between” 
means there are two things.  One is 
“ascribing.”  So you expect another 

noun, probably ending with “-ing,” 
to make the sentence parallel.  

Instead you get “agency,” a 
noun used in its much less com-
mon meaning of acting as an agent 
for something.  And the word “ten-
sion” is a scholarly buzzword that 
also sounds highly significant.  It 
is often used in such sentences as, 
“There is a tension between your 
views and mine.”  But that word re-
ally has no meaning in that context.  
What is a tension?  Does the reader 
mean there is some disagreement? 
some difference of opinion that 
could lead to argument? 

In grammar and diction the 
scholar’s sentence is vacuous, un-
intelligible.  But I’m sure its author 
was quite proud of this “intelli-
gent” statement.  

You might try to fix the phrase 
by saying, “. . . what these stories 
imply for 21st-century scholars’ 
understanding of how books and 
their readers effect history” (or 
whatever this author thinks they 
effect—that isn’t clear).

This kind of language is rife 
in academia.  Many scholarly books 
of the last 30 years contain such 
florid and impenetrable prose.

I recently reviewed a book 
in which the author used the word 
“logopandocie.”  I have a pretty 
good vocabulary, but even I had 
to fly to my Webster’s Unabridged 
Dictionary.  “Unabridged” implies 
that all words are there.  Nope.  This 
author had pulled an obscure word 
out of someone’s dusty closet.  If 
you can’t find it in a good diction-
ary, it should not be in your prose.

The word, by the way, means 
a willingness to allow all words 
into your language.  English is 
a language characterized by its 
logopandocie.  

The writer might have been 
brilliant, but he was also an idiot.

The ultimate rule in writing: 
KISS!  (Keep It Simple, Students)

Directions: 
Fill in the squares 
with numbers one 

through nine. Every 
three-by-three box 

should include every 
number one through 
nine once, as should 
every row and col-

umn. The answers to 
this Sudoku will ap-
pear in next week’s 

issue.

Sudoku Madness
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Answers to last week’s Sudoku 

By Kate Clavet
Staff Writer

I am beginning to doubt the wis-
dom of He's Just Not That Into You. 
It is 4 a.m. and week three of this 
column, and I am grappling with 
the moral issues involved in the 
book. 

I fully support the ideas that 
everyone deserves the best in a 
companion, that people should not 
just settle for a partner, and should 
most certainly not lower their stan-
dards because of low self-confi-
dence.  

Despite such an emphasis on 
self-esteem, authors Tuccilo and 
Behrdrent basically instruct read-
ers to play a game, rather than 
touch upon their own realities. 

The game consists of a wom-
an waiting around for a man to call 
or ask her out (the book is directed 
toward heterosexual couples).  He 
should pay, because he will if he is 
“into her.” He should do the calling 
because, if he is in to her, he will 
want to call. The man should make 
the first move because, according 
to Behrdrent, “guys like control, 
even if we pretend we don't.”  

 Basically, the main rule of 
the game is guys should take full 
control of the dominant part of the 
situation.  This poses a few prob-
lems. If a woman follows the book's 
game and lands a man, is the man 
she dates attracted to her true per-
sonality, or attracted to the fact that 
she can play the game well?  

If the hypothetical woman 
enjoys asking men out, but for the 
sake of this book, does not ask 
anyone out, is she denying her true 
personality and acting like some-
one she is not?  Following this log-
ic, if the couple becomes engaged 
and gets married, is their whole 
marriage based on the personality 
that the woman faked? 

If a woman follows the rules 
of the book, and acts like the book 
tells her to, how is she supposed to 
be confident in her true self? The 
underlying message of the book 
is basically that in order to attract 
a man, a woman has to act like 
someone else and follow certain 
regulations.  

If a guy is calling a woman, it 
does not necessarily mean he cares 
for her in a genuine way.  Lust still 
exists, thought Berhrednt and Tuc-

cilo rarely acknowledge it. A guy 
could be calling because he is in 
lust and not in love.  Speaking of 
love, a person should not have to 
follow rules to find it.

Despite these arguments, I 
have been applying the guidelines 
of He's Just Not That Into You as a 
social experiment, and I have been 
asked out a few times. I could play 
along with the rules of this “game,” 
but I'm not sure I want to. A nag-
ging voice has been plaguing my 
mind, telling me, “If he really likes 
you for you then the guidelines are 
not necessary. A guy who really 
liked you would appreciate the fact 
that you are forward.” This does 
not make me confident, like Tuc-
cilo and Behrdrent encourage their 
readers to be. 

For now, I believe this: Take 
the positive advice from the book.  
Do not chase after a guy who does 
not treat you well, abuses alcohol, 
or drugs to a point where it makes 
you uncomfortable, or does not pay 
a moderate amount of attention to 
you.  However, if you want to ask 
a guy or girl out, follow this guide-
line: Act like yourself, and you will 
attract someone who likes you.  

If you have to play a game to 
get a person to like you, ask your-
self this: do you really want to be 
with someone based on a game? Be 
confident, be aware, be safe. Most 
of all, relax; do not place such a 
value on a relationship, because if 
it is valuable it will happen natu-
rally without rules from a book.

The ultimate rule 
in writing: KISS!  
(Keep It Simple, 
Students)

However, if you 
want to ask a guy 
or girl out, follow 
this guideline: Act 
like yourself and 
you will attract 
someone who 
likes you.

Waiting by the phone
A book and a social experiment
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Word Search: State Capitals     Words To Search for: 

-Albany
-Annapolis

-Atlanta
-Augusta
-Austin

-Baton Rouge
-Bismark

-Boise
-Boston

-Carson City
-Charlestown

-Cheyenne
-Columbia
-Columbus 

         -Concord 
- Denver

-Des Moines
-Dover

-Frankfort
-Harrisburg

-Hartford
-Helena

-Honolulu
-Indianapolis

-Jackson
-Jefferson City

-Juneau
-Lansing
-Lincoln

-Little Rock
-Madison

-Montpelier
-Nashville

-Oklahoma City
-Olympia
-Phoenix
-Pierre

-Providence
-Raleigh

-Richmond
-Sacramento
-Saint Paul

-Salem
-Salt Lake City

-Santa Fe
-Springfield
-Tallahasse

-Topeka
-Trenton

F U S A C R A M E N T O L I T T L E R O C K F R E N

R A A N N A P O L I S A E I N D I A N A P O L I S H

A E O W C A R S O N C I T Y N X Y A E U H D C T A A

N N T B I H G P R O B I D E N C E F C G O E H R I R

A U L J A C K S O N C I T Y M N O P Q U E R A A N R

F J A E J N K L B I S M A R K T S O R S N I R N T I

O T K O U V Y T I C A M O H A L K O N T I C L T P S

R O E I A N E L E H W A X Y T Z N I K A X H E O A B

T P C S P I E R R E W D F C L A N S I N G M S N U U

E E I E F D A F C Y C I N R A T A M P F M O T M L R

S K T S A N T I F E F S L U N R A G S T I N O H E G

I A Y M I L F C O N C O R D T F L I U R G D W O E S

O S R D E N V E R N A N P A A L P I N H I L N N L A

B A T O N R O G U E H A R T F O M A H A R T F O R D

R L R V J E F F E R S O N C I T Y H O N O L U L U Y

C E D E S M O I N E S T N B C O L U M B I A I U L L

C M I R A L E I G H O M A D I S O N A S H V I L L E

C O L U M B U S M O N T G O M E R Y S U O P S O S P

S P R I N G F I E L E T A L L A H A S S E A A H H A

Calendar Listing: October 3- 7 
Friday 10/3 Language of Color

Displays of animal specimens including 
birds, reptiles, fish, mollusks, and insects
Harvard Museum of Natural History
9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Friday Night Face Off
Two improvisational teams compete in a 
match until comedic death and interact with 
the audience.
Improsiation Theatre 
Cambridge, Mass. 
10 p.m. Admission is $10-$15

Musical Performance by Fungus Amungus 
and the Goosepimp Orchestra
The Draft
Boston, Mass.
8 p.m.

Saturday 10/4 Who Does She Think She Is? 
A sneak peak of a new documentary about 
the lives of artist mothers.
Broad Institute
Boston, Mass.
6-9 p.m.

“The Fab Faux”
10th anniverary performance based on he 
Beatles’ “psychadelic years” 
Berklee Performance Center
Boston, Mass. 
8 p.m.

Second Annual
Boston Palestine Film Festival
Museum of Fine Arts 
Boston, Mass.
12 p.m.

Sunday10/5 Grand Canyon Adventure: River at Risk
A discussion of the Grand Canyon and the 
Colorado River
Museum of Science
Boston, Mass. 
All-day event

Boston Underwalking Tour of the “Big Dig” 
The tour explores the engineering of the 
city’s development.
Sam Adams Statue 
Faneuil Hall
Boston, Mass.
2-3 p.m.

Fundraiser Event for G.I.R.L.S. Project/Girl 
TV
Alumnae Hall
11 a.m.-2 p.m.
For more information visit: 
www.thegirlsproject.com 

Monday 10/6 Mexican Enough: My Life Between Borders 
and Traveling Alone
Stephanie Elizando Griest
Academic Campus 
Linda K. Paresky Conference Center, 7 p.m. 

The Dark Knight showing on the largest 
screen in New England
The New England Aquarium
Boston, Mass. 
6 p.m.

Innovative Engineers
An exhibit that mentions some important, 
but not well known engineers including the 
engineer of plastic wrap.
Museum of Science
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Tuesday 10/7 Latino Heritage Month Event
A showing of a documentary that discusses 
the differences between cross cultural health 
care
Massachusetts General Hospital
Boston, Mass.
5 p.m.-7 p.m. 

School of Health Sciences Info Session
For students who are interested in pursuing 
their post-masters degree in nursing practices.
Park Science Center S-222
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Film Screening of Fight Without Fear 
Darlene Lombos an Organizer for Commu-
nity Labor United 
Main College Building, Special Function 
Room
$1 donation is appreciated. 
6 p.m. 
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News Editor  Meredith Blake

To the Editor:

Peace and Blessings for all those who completed the blessed month of Ramadan... “Eid Mubarek,” “Blessed 
Eid,” “Happy Eid,” and, “May Allah (God) accept your fast.”

Ramadan is the month in which the first verses of the Qur’an were revealed to Muhammad and is therefore con-
sidered a blessed and holy month.  Muslims observed this holy month by fasting from sunrise to sunset every 
day, breaking the daily fast after sunset with prayer and a meal called the iftar.  After the iftar, it is a custom to 
visit family and friends and resume the fast the next morning.  

Ramadan is a time of strict restraints, and also a time of worship, study, and contemplation.  Some Muslims spend 
the entire night in prayer. When the fast ends, it is celebrated for three days in a holiday called Eid-ul-Fitr (the Feast of 
Fast Breaking).  Gifts and cards are exchanged.  Friends and family gather to pray in congregation and for large meals.   

This year the end of Ramadan and the Eid converged with the beginning of the Jewish holy Days of Awe 
(at sundown on September 29). For the month leading up to Rosh Hashanah, and during the next 10 days 
leading up to Yom Kippur, the spiritual themes of both Jewish and Muslim observances include fast-
ing, prayer, and charity.  There is the sense of a journey when one turns attention to God, to compassion 
for others, and removes oneself from the ordinary to devote oneself to prayer, and move closer to God.   

May you and your loved ones enjoy the blessings of family, friends, and community as we all strive to have a 
good year. 

Mary Lahaj
Muslim Chaplain to Simmons College

Agree? Disagree? 
Write a letter to the Editor. 

E-mail voice@simmons.edu
Due Sunday by 4 p.m. 
300-word maximum. 

Russia invaded Georgia on August 8. Even though it was a big news story 
at the time, it was quickly overshadowed by the Olympic Games.

Since then the conflict in Georgia has been replaced on the front pages by 
news about the country’s financial crisis, the presidential election, and the 
ongoing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. However, there are still important 
international unions and human lives at stake in this conflict.  

We cannot afford to take our focus off of the fighting in Georgia.  

The United States has failed to see Georgia’s democratic problems in the 
past. This is not something new–it has been going on for years. We must 
wake up and pay attention now. We must call on our government to do the 
right thing and to lend its support to a country in need.

The United States and other allies must act quickly. The new American 
administration elected in November will have to deal with repercussions 
instead of just praising Georgia for their decision to split from Russia. We 
cannot afford to sit back this time.

Why do many European countries believe that Georgia is not democratic 
enough to gain North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) member-
ship? Georgia’s NATO credibility needs a second look, especially since 
Georgia President Mikheil Saakashvili’s desire to join NATO is one of 
the major ideas that Russia disagrees with.  International governments 
need to take action now to provide the support necessary to stabilize the 
fragile country. 

There are still ongoing negotiations that European Union (EU) ceasefire 
monitors may not be allowed to enter parts of Georgia’s buffer zone with 
Russia.  We cannot afford to let this happen. Peacekeepers must be given 
full access to all conflict areas so that peace can quickly be restored.

EU peacekeepers will replace Russian peacekeepers stationed in Georgia 
starting on Oct. 10. Russian peacekeepers should never have been given 
this post in the first place. 

Now that EU monitors have been deployed to watch Russia pull back 
from Georgia, the rest of the world needs to watch too. 

Let’s refocus on Georgia-
Russia conflict
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LETTErS CONTiNuED

By Courtney Anderson
Staff Writer

I have been following the elec-
tion for about a year now, through 
the primary season, watching the 
decisions candidates have made 
throughout their campaigns, and 
analyzing them.  Maybe it is my 
age, or maybe just that this time I 
actually believe in my candidate, 
but this election seems to be more 
fervent and intense than the previ-
ous ones. 

I have been following the 
campaigns closer than ever now, 
with the two nominees secured. 
The most recent events during 
this campaign season have incited 
thorough analysis of Sen. Barack 
Obama’s and Sen. John McCain’s 
management styles and capabili-
ties as the future president.  

McCain has proven over the 
past few months that he is incapa-
ble of being a successful and com-
petent president.

During the Republican Na-
tional Convention (RNC), McCain 
made the politically savvy decision 
to cancel the majority of the usual 
fanfare that coincides with party 
conventions and only hold minimal 
procedures as a way of recognizing 
the upcoming Hurricane Gustav 
disaster. He also raised funds to 
donate to disaster relief efforts. 

This decision, initially, was a 
tactical one.  As a fervent Obama 
supporter, I was initially peeved at 
the idea because I knew it would 
draw a number of voters to sup-
port his campaign.  McCain was 
pulling on the hearts of Americans 
who were disappointed in the Bush 
administration’s response to Hur-
ricane Katrina and the destruction 
of New Orleans. This act increased 
national support for McCain.

The McCain campaign at-
tempted a maneuver like this again 
last week.  Due to the looming eco-
nomic crisis on Wall Street, Mc-
Cain tried to cancel the debate last 
Friday.  

McCain also chose to suspend 
his campaign in order to focus on 
the $700 billion bailout proposal 
in Washington, D.C.  McCain was 
trying to make a tactical move, but 

Is McCain prepared to 
lead the country?

investigate rumors. create controversy. see both sides. see shows for free. review movies. music. theater. books. capture kodak 
moments. explore the night life. evaluate student life. see your name in print. express yourself. argue your point. go behind 

the scenes. know before your neighbors. get the inside scoop. 
meet musicians. actors. politicians. experts. make a difference. fight for your rights. make people think. make people laugh. 

tell a story in pictures. create an image in words. question the status quo. keep people on their toes. be part of something 
larger than yourself. make new friends. learn new skills. share your skills with others. understand other perspectives. discover 

the power of your own voice. write. draw. photograph. opine. design. 
edit. lay out. get involved. 

 
join the simmons voice. 

the possibilities are endless.
6 p.m. Sundays.

arnold hall living room.

By Traci Farrell
Staff Writer

Whether for cultural or fashion 
purposes, women around the world 
have suffered through the pain of 
uncomfortable footwear for de-
cades.

While I support the decision 
to wear heels sporadically, there 
are too many negative effects to 
convince me of wearing them on a 
daily basis.  

Ardent high heel supporters 
might believe that wearing heels 
regularly tones the calf and thigh 
muscles, adding to their decision to 
wear them everyday.  Others might 
choose to wear heels to add a few 
inches to their height, while some 
wear them to feel sexier.

With the popularity of televi-
sion shows like Sex and the City 
and Project Runway glamorizing 
and promoting fashion in popular 
culture, it is no surprise that mil-
lions of women are continuing to 
suffer solely to achieve a certain 
look.

It is hugely annoying when 
a woman teeters down the street 
because she cannot walk in her 
high heels.  Perhaps she does not 
wear heels often, though the more 
likely answer is her shoes are too 
high and unmanageable for her to 
walk naturally.  Not only does she 
look ridiculous, but she is causing 
short- and long-term damage to her 
body.  

Within the last decade, sever-
al studies have proven the harmful 
effects of wearing shoes with high 
heels on a regular basis.  

High heels, both thick and 
thin, can cause knee, ankle, foot, 
and back problems.  Ankle sprains 
and breaks from rolling over on 
high-heeled shoes are frequent 

Health risks of 
heels outweigh 
the benefits

short-term problems, according to 
Dr. Enzo J. Sella.  

Long-term effects include 
osteoarthritis in the knee, which is 
the breakdown of cartilage within 
the joint, according to a Harvard 
Medical School study by Dr. D. 
Casey Kerrigan, done in 1998.

Wide-heeled shoes increase 
the risk of osteoarthritis in the 
knee as much as, or more than, 
thin-heeled stilettos.  While wide-
heeled shoes are often more com-
fortable and give the perception of 
stability, they are just as bad for the 
knees, according to Kerrigan.

In addition, treating and cor-
recting these problems can often 
be extremely expensive. Around 
300,000 people in the United States 
each year have artificial knee re-
placements due to osteoarthritis, 
according to the Harvard study.  

Corrective surgery for foot 
problems from tight-fitting shoes 
totals around $2 billion each year, 
according to the American Acade-
my of Orthopaedic Surgeons.  This 
total rises to $3.5 billion if time off 
work and recovery from the sur-
gery is included.

Women should put those 
thousands of dollars into buying 
cute, comfortable, flat shoes.  They 
will be able to avoid the painful 
consequences.

A 2006 study by the Ameri-
can Orthopaedic Foot and Ankle 
Society found that:

-nine out of 10 women are wearing 
shoes that are too small for their 
feet,
-more than seven out of 10 women 
have developed a bunion, ham-
mertoe, or other painful foot de-
formity,
-women are nine times more likely 
to develop a foot problem from 
an improperly fitting shoe than a 
man,
-and eight out of 10 women say 
their shoes are painful.

Despite all of the studies, the 
question remains: why do women 
continue to suffer for fashion on a 
regular basis?  

After potentially paying hun-
dreds of dollars for fashionable 
shoes, suffering the physical ef-
fects, possibly treating the effects 
for up to thousands of dollars, or 
worse, not treating the problems at 
all, women are still willing to step 
into their stilettos every morning.

I just hope not to see them 
wobbling down the street.

instead it backfired instead.
Obama pointed out that the 

future president would need to be 
able to simultaneously deal with 
national and international issues 
while continuing his or her own 
political endeavors. However, un-
like the Hurricane Gustav disaster, 
helping to fix the financial crisis on 
Wall Street is not considered a hu-
manitarian effort.  

In addition, by suspending 
his campaign, McCain was dem-
onstrating that he is not capable of 
simultaneously dealing with our 
nation’s problems and his personal 
endeavors.

Many people in the U.S. do 
not feel that this bailout is fair or 
the best decision. Where is the 
bailout for the average American, 
who for the past couple of years 
has been laid off, lost a mortgage, 
or faced eviction?  With rising food 

To the Editor:

When the Department of Communications launched the careers of the women who grace the Wall of Honor, 
Professor Alden Poole was chair.

When then interim President Dan Cheever first addressed the Simmons community publicly, he had a timeline 
of the college posted as we entered and we added personal comments with our Magic Markers. During the 
gathering Dan saw that I had listed my own birthday and asked what I’d like as a present. I asked him for the 
president’s reserved parking space which he had just given up along with the idea of an imperial presidency. He 
appreciated my sense of humor. I did not receive the space.

When President Susan Scrimshaw responded to my fears that the “grassy quad” would be all concrete, she said, 
“My dream is of a green ‘urban oasis’, with trees (yes, they will grow), with a corner or two to sit and read a 
book or think.  I dream of paths which are not straight, but which force us to break our deliberate strides.  I see 
art, and a lot of green.” Oh well, I guess we can always spray paint it.

When Gwen Ifill moderates the vice presidential debates I will be remembering. I paid good cash money to 
attend Simmons’ First Black Alumnae Symposium, and I cut her out of the crowd and greeted her in what was 
seen as a mutual bear hug. She surprised me years before by recognizing me sitting at the bar of a fine hotel (I 
must have been there by accident) and by delighting her friends by clearly enunciating my name. And proclaim-
ing some imaginary nonsense about the professor with the long white beard. Hugs ensued. She always mentions 
Professor Alden Poole. And Gwen Ifill so loves Simmons.

Bob White
Kindly Olde Professor

and oil prices, many people in the 
U.S. have been feeling the eco-
nomic crunch, with little govern-
ment recognition or assistance.

Maybe instead of a bailout, 
the government should have en-
sured stricter regulations for Wall 
Street, with incentives to play 
fair and not cheat the system.  To 
me, the bailout seems a reward 
for poor management and corrup-
tion within the economic giants. 
       My parents have always told 
me that life’s not fair, but when the 
government continuously screws 
its average citizen in order to ben-
efit the rich and powerful, I say 
Americans should throw that rule 
to the wind and push for as much 
fairness as they can get.

McCain’s suspension of his 
campaign to go to Washington, 
D.C. to aid in the bailout plan was 
cocky and detrimental to his cam-
paign.  Instead of receiving overt 
praise for suspending his campaign, 
like during the potential Hurricane 
Gustav disaster, he was criticized 
by his peers and the public.  

For a man who claims to have 
little understanding of the economy, 
his decision to rush to Washington, 
D.C., as if he was a beacon of hope, 
was foolish and proof of the man’s 
poor leadership capabilities.  If one 
is not aware of his own strengths 
and abilities, how can he fully un-
derstand the United States’?

With the popular-
ity of television 
shows ... promoting 
fashion in popu-
lar culture, it is no 
surprise that mil-
lions of women are 
continuing to suffer 
solely to achieve a 
certain look.

The future presi-
dent would need 
to be able to si-
multaneously deal 
with national and 
international issues 
while continuing 
his or her own po-
litical endeavors.
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Annual festival draws students from around the country

From free haircuts to an all-expenses-
paid, 10-day trip to Europe, CollegeFest 
2008 had it all.  The festivities took place 
last Saturday and Sunday at the John B. 
Hynes Veterans Memorial Convention 
Center.  Doors opened at noon and ad-
mission was $10 with a student ID.  Over 
100 companies handed out free materi-
als at booths all weekend.  Some booths, 
like the sumo wrestling booth, a money 
booth, the popular Playboy tent, and a 
put-the-condom-on-the-banana contest, 
were interactive. Energy drink booths 
were also popular and supplied enough 
energy drinks to hydrate all of Boston. 
A variety of musicians took the stage 
throughout the weekend. The highlight 
performances were Grammy Award 
winner Chamillionaire on Saturday, and 
Billboard Top 100 artist Soulja Boy on 
Sunday.

hannah morroW


