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Emerging leaders rock 
for a cause
By Maria Costigan
STAFF WRITER

The Emerging Leaders Program 
(ELP) hosted Rock for Rosie’s, a 
benefi t concert that combined lo-
cal talent with local hospitality. 
The event, held Friday, April 17, 
showcased a collection of Sim-
mons performers as well as some 
up-and-coming bands from the 
Boston area. 

The event was open to college 
students, and all proceeds were 
donated to Rosie’s Place, a shelter 
that provides refuge to struggling 
and homeless women in the Boston 
area. Rosie’s Place is designed for 
women who have “nowhere left 
to turn” and welcomes each guest 
with “respect and unconditional 
love,” according to its Web site.

This year’s ELP participants 
were asked to organize an event 
to use their leadership skills. Al-
though there were many options, 
Rock for Rosie’s garnered the most 
support within the group. 

“After we decided to do a 
concert we had to fi gure out where 
we wanted the money to go,” said 
fi rst-year Rubby Wuabu. “We each 
came up with an idea, but Rosie’s 
Place was the unanimous choice 
because it is for women, local, and 
Simmons has close ties with them. 

We decided to do something fun 
that will bring the Simmons com-
munity together as well as some-
thing that would be benefi cial.”

The event began with an 
acoustic performance by Lauren 
Mosca, a fi rst-year student, fol-
lowed by another acoustic sere-
nade by sophomore Stephanie Pau-
lovich. The concert was emceed by 
ELP members, Wuabu, sophomore 
Mellap Nakhumicha, and fi rst-year 
Melissa Walter.  

“This Simmons event was 
defi nitely one of the highlights of 
the year. I am looking forward to it 
happening at least annually,” said 
fi rst-year Oksana Hradyska.

Other Simmons perfor-
mances included vocal and piano 
duo Libby Collins and Mimi Lo-
pez, and a dance performance by 
Nakhumicha, sophomore Laima 
Zvidra, and Phillip Tomlinson, a 
Wentworth Institute of Technology 
(WIT) junior.  

When the self-proclaimed 
indie/rock band McAllister Drive 
took the stage, the audience got 
up from their seats and began to 
dance, changing the atmosphere 
in Alumnae Hall from refl ective to 
celebratory. The celebration con-
tinued when local band Green Line 
Inbound performed an extensive 
set of covers of popular dancing 
songs such as Michael Jackson’s 
“Thriller” interspersed with some 
of the band’s original works.

“Their covers bring old songs 
back to life and add an up-tempo 
feel that really appeals to the 
younger age groups,” said sopho-
more Emma Gabriel.

Overall, Rock for Rosie’s was 
a success, according to its viewer-
ship and leadership. 

“Although the numbers 
weren’t huge, we got a lot of dona-
tions,” said Wuabu. “We achieved 
our goal. We brought the Simmons 
community together. And we 
learned how to be better leaders.”

“Rosie’s Place was 
the unanimous 

choice because it 
is for women, lo-
cal, and Simmons 
has close ties with 

them.”

~RUBBY WUABU, 
CLASS OF 2012 

By Shannon Brown
STAFF WRITER

Singing, dancing, bubbles, straw-
berries, and tulip and daffodil 
princesses. It’s not a day in the life 
at the enchanted forest, its May 
Day at Simmons.

This year, the May Day 
Committee and the Class of 2011 
decided to bring back many of the 
traditional elements of May Day, 
Simmons’ oldest tradition.

“I went to archives, and I real-
ized that the grandeur of May Day 
has diminished over the years,” 
said Gabrielle Rossetti, Class of 
2011 president.

May Day will be Friday, May 
1 on the residence campus quad. 
The day’s events will commence 
at 7 a.m. and include an all-student 
wake up, a performance by the cho-
rale, guest speakers, the crowning 
of the May Day Court, a Maypole 
dance, and breakfast.

The fi rst May Day was cel-
ebrated at Simmons in May 1912, 
according to Simmons College 
Archives. The sophomores, who 
planned the event then as well as 
today, would parade through the 
residence halls singing traditional 
college songs to wake up the se-
niors. 

At the time, the senior class 
president was crowned the “Queen 
of May” and the sophomores who 
danced around the maypole enter-
tained her and her court. The event 
ended with an outdoor strawberry 
shortcake breakfast. 

Between 1919 and 1920, 
May Day was divided into two 
parts, according to Archives. In 
order to allow the entire College to 
participate in the celebration, the 
fi rst-year students began hanging 
the “may baskets” on the doors of 
their sister class (the juniors). This 
came to be called “Freshman May 
Day” and was later referred to as 
the “May Party.”

The sophomores continued 
to perform the rest of the activi-
ties and even added a skit, usually 
from Shakespeare, which was per-
formed for the queen and her court 
before the maypole dance took 
place. This part of the tradition 
was called “Sophomore May Day” 
and later came to be called “May 
Breakfast.”

One of the traditions the Class 
of 2011 brought back this year is 

the May Day court, however, it is a 
May Day court with a twist. 

The court will consist of the 
May Day queen, two senior maids 
of honor, a junior sunshine prin-
cess, a sophomore tulip princess, 
and a fi rst-year daffodil princess. 

“We tabled at Bartol and 
people nominated whoever they 
wanted,” Rossetti said. 

They had little slips of paper 
and asked people to vote for their 
favorite Simmons women, people 
who they look up to, she said. 
About 150 ballots were cast, ac-
cording to Rossetti.

Traditionally, the May Day 
court consisted of a king (the soph-
omore class president) and a queen, 
(the senior class president). 

Rossetti said she wanted to 
get the whole community involved, 
and that is why she chose to have 
court positions for every class. She 
also said that she believes people 
will fi nd the election results, which 
will be announced at the crowning 
ceremony on May Day, very inter-
esting.

“I think all of Simmons is 
represented,” she said.

Another tradition the sopho-
mores have incorporated is having 
the dance team as the group that 
dances around the maypole. 

The dance team will incorpo-
rate Vivaldi’s “Spring,” the typical 
song that is played while people 
dance around the maypole, into 
their dance around the maypole 
and are planning on performing 
another dance as well, said Ros-
setti.

The tradition of planting 
fl owers, which began in the late 
1950s, will continue this year. 

The sophomores also added 
some new activities to the event 
this year. One new element is the 
bubble ceremony. Mini bubbles 
will be distributed to all attendees, 
Rossetti said.

Nancy Younossi, from the 
class of 1969, who was a chair of 
her May Day, will speak at the 
event. 

Rossetti said she has high 
hopes for this year’s May Day. “I 
hope that this marks a new start,” 
she said. “I went last year, and I 
loved it last year, but all I could 
think was it would be awesome if 

MAY DAY see page 2
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LUNAFEST fi lms show female diversity

PROVIDED BY CASSANDRA CACOQ

Students  from the Women’s Center  (winner of the “Organization of the 
Year” award) co-hosted the LUNAFEST fi lm festival.

By Christina Lenis
STAFF WRITER

This year marks the eighth anni-
versary of the Department of Com-
munications student showcase, the 
show! [commworks]. Communica-
tion student work including design 
projects, videos, Public Relations 
campaigns, and articles, will be on 
display Tuesday, May 5, from 4-7 
p.m. on the third fl oor of Lefavour 
Hall.

The event will also feature 
a live radio broadcast from the 
Simmons College Radio as well 
as performances by the Grass 
Gypsys (thegrassgypsys.com), an 
independent acoustic fusion band 
from Boston. Refreshments will 
be served, special awards will be 
given to students and faculty in the 
department, and COMMTRACKS, 
the communications department 
magazine, created by four stu-
dents as part of an independent 
study project in the spring, will be 

released to the public. The maga-
zine highlights communications 
seniors, faculty, staff, courses, 
programs, and overall happenings 
within the department.

This year’s theme for the 
show! [commworks] centers on 
construction. Junior design student 
Elaina Natario and senior design 
student Heather Lowe worked with 
design Professor Judith Aronson to 
create this year’s publicity, includ-
ing posters, postcards, napkin ads, 
and TV slides. 

“We wanted to use bright 
orange and include fi nding sym-
bols,” Natario said. The posters act 
as guides to catch the attention of 
passers-by in the same way traffi c 
signs do. The posters also refl ect 
the search for alternative ways of 
communicating to members be-
yond the communications depart-
ment. “The whole point of the 
show! [commworks] this year is to 
attract other departments and get 
other people involved. We want to 

show how pivotal this department 
is to the school,” Natario said.

The show! [commworks] 
originally,  called the show! the 
party! was created in 2001 by 
Aronson, also a communications 
alumna, and design professor Sue 
Larocque. The event was founded 
on the idea that there were so many 
great pieces of student work from 
the communications department, 
yet no way of sharing them with the 
College. Former department Chair 
Nancy Pawlyshyn approached 
Aronson and Larocque with the 
idea of doing a combination show 
and end of the year celebration and 
award ceremony. Both agreed to 
put something together.

Now, in its eighth year, the 
show! [commworks] is beginning 
to attract attention from more than 
just the department. “It’s an oppor-
tunity for students individually and 
us as a department to portray what 
communications is,” said Sarah 
Burrows, the communications de-

partment internship coordinator. 
“So this is what you do in commu-
nications. So this is what you do in 
graphic design, PR, etc.,” she said. 

The showcase also works as 
an internal piece for the depart-
ment to attract underclasswomen 
to various classes and help them 
decide on a communications track 
or concentration. There are cur-
rently four tracks in the depart-
ment, public relations/marketing, 
integrated media, graphic design, 
and writing (journalism). 

The event allows students to 
see work they may be interested in, 
classes that they might like to take, 
and get students thinking I want to 
do this type of work Burrows said.

“The show! [commworks] is 
a double entendre. You’re going to 
see the communications depart-
ment work hard together,” Aroson 
said. “And you’ll see some of the 
best communications department 
work.”

By Cassandra Cacoq
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The eighth annual LUNAFEST, 
a national traveling fi lm festival,  
which showcases short fi lms by, 
for, and about women, was held at 
Simmons April 16. 

The event was hosted by the 
Simmons Institute for Leadership 
and Change, the Women’s Center, 
and the Cinema and Media Studies 
minor.

According to the LUNAF-
EST Web site, the fi lm festival 
runs from October to April and 
is screened at over 130 venues na-
tionwide with over 25,000 viewers. 
This year’s festival showcased 10 
foreign and domestic fi lms, each 
diverse in genre and style that 
touched on topics including family, 
relationships, cultural tradition, 
self-image, and gender.

LUNA, a division of Clif Bar 
& Co. and creator of the Whole Nu-
trition Bar for Women, established 
LUNAFEST in 2000, one of the 
fi rst traveling fi lm festivals of its 
kind. LUNA, an active sponsor of 
The Breast Cancer Fund (TBCF), 
donates all proceeds from the event 
to TBCF in support of its mission 
to eliminate environmental causes 
of breast cancer.  To date, LUNAF-
EST has raised over $150,000 for 
the Breast Cancer Fund.

According to the LUNAF-
EST Web site, the LUNAFEST 
Board of Advisors receives almost 
600 fi lm submissions from women 
fi lmmakers around the world each 
year. The Board is comprised of 
notable women fi lmmakers in the 
industry who view and evaluate 

each fi lm individually on its unique 
ability to capture the “by, for, about 
women” mission of LUNAFEST. 

Diane Hammer, director of 
the Simmons Institute for Lead-
ership and Change, believes this 
event mirrors values and vision for 
inspiring the greatness of women 
and promoting a strong and sup-
portive community.  

“The fi lms are exceptional 
and thought provoking, and the 
event gives students the opportu-
nity to exercise leadership,” Ham-
mer said. “LUNAFEST supports 
the unique voice of women fi lm-
makers–an independent spirit and 
perspective that may otherwise not 
be heard.”

The showcased fi lms in-
cluded animated, documentary, 
and foreign shorts from Canada, 
Hungary, India, Iran, the Philip-
pines, Portugal, the United King-
dom, and the United States. Many 
of the featured fi lms have earned 
awards and have been screened at 
other fi lm festivals including the 
San Francisco International Film 
Festival, South by Southwest Film 
Festival, and the Montreal World 
Film Festival.    

Although this year’s short 
fi lms are different with respect to 
perspectives, style, and genre, all 
fi lms share a universal theme to 
share stories about women.  

Big Girl, directed by Renu-
ka Jeyapalan, is about 9-year-old 
Josephine whose dislike for her 
mother’s boyfriend leads to a play-
ful competition for her mother’s 
attention. Her dislike soon fades 
and a friendship develops between 
Josephine and her mother’s boy-

friend when she realizes that he 
is not so bad after all. Although 
their newly developed friendship 
is short-lived, both recognize the 
value of the connection that they 
made.

The Ladies, a short documen-
tary directed by Christina Alexan-
dra Voros, tells the story of two el-
derly sisters who live together and 
care for one another. Although the 
sisters possess different personali-
ties, both refl ect on life, family, and 
the importance of never wavering 
from one’s goals and aspirations. 

While some of the fi lms ex-
plored cultural tradition like Red 
Wednesday, a fi lm by Nazanin 
Shirazi about a daughter’s quest 
to restore her mother’s spirit with 
a traditional Zoroastrian fi re cel-
ebration, others focused on percep-
tion and body image. 

34x25x36, a documentary 
directed by Jesse Erica Epstein, is 
about the Patina V Mannequin Fac-
tory. The fi lm focused on how the 
manufacturing and production of 
these mannequins shape the view 
of the ideal body type and size for 
women.

Liz McCarthy, treasurer of 
the Women’s Center, believes that 
LUNAFEST is an important event 
to bring to the Simmons commu-
nity. 

“These are fi lms by and about 
women,” McCarthy said. “I think 
that it is just as empowering to see 
women professors and adminis-
trators at Simmons as it is to see 
the amazing work of these female 
fi lmmakers.”

MAY DAY
continued from page 1

PROVIDED BY THE SIMMONS COLLEGE ARCHIVES

Students enjoying the traditional maypole dance.
PROVIDED BY THE SIMMONS COLLEGE ARCHIVES

One of the fi rst May Day courts on the residence quad.

there were more people.”
Rossetti also said she hopes 

the inclusion of other organiza-
tions, like the Chorale and the 
Dance Team, will help make May 
Day more of a community-wide 
event.

“I really wanted to get as 
many organizations involved as 
possible,” she said. 

In case of rain, this year’s 
May Day will be held in Alumnae 
Hall. 
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NOTEWORTHY 
NEWS

Turkey and Armenia take steps toward easing tensions 

Turkey’s Foreign Ministry issued a short statement intended to begin 
the reconciliation process between Turkey and Armenia last week. The 
two nations have long been in a state of disagreement, especially be-
cause Turkey refuses to recognize the mass killings of more than a 
million Ottoman Armenians in 1915 as genocide. The statement said 
that the two nations had “achieved tangible progress and mutual under-
standing” and that “a roadmap has been identifi ed.” This statement was 
released a day before the Armenians annually remember the genocide. 
In the United States, the statement has slowed legislation, which would 
state that Congress formally recognizes the 1915 killings as genocide. 
Recently in a trip to Turkey, President Obama refrained from using the 
word “genocide,” but praised the two nation’s attempts at reconciliation. 

Jackie Chan strikes a Chinese nerve

Jackie Chan, the martial arts star from Hong Kong recently garnered 
the title “knave” from one of Hong Kong’s largest newspapers for his 
comment stating that the Chinese people “need to be controlled.”  He 
spoke during the Boao Forum, an annual economic conference held on 
Hinan Island. “I’m gradually beginning to feel that we Chinese need 
to be controlled,” Chan said. “If we are not being controlled, we’ll 
just do what we want.” The response around Asia has been strong, 
especially in Hong Kong and Taiwan, but also on mainland China. 
Chan’s invitation to be an ambassador for the 2009 Summer Deafl y-
mpics was revoked, and student groups on university campuses are 
calling for boycotts of his movies. Chan’s spokesperson has claimed 
that his words were taken out of context as even the Chinese Com-
munist Party has stated that China is unfi t for Western democracy. 

Yemen dispute slows closing of Guantanamo

The Obama administration’s effort to close Guantanamo Bay prison 
may be halted due to disagreements with Yemen, a country which 40 
percent of the Guantanamo detainees call home. The Yemeni govern-
ment is willing to take back its prisoners, but is asking for substantial 
aid for their rehabilitation. The Obama administration has said it is 
unsure that Yemen is capable of providing adequate care and security 
for these detainees if they are returned. Also, American offi cials have 
said they hesitate to send the prisoners to Yemen due to rumors of al-
Qaida activity there. American offi cials said that this situation is “in-
tegral to the process of closing Guantanamo,” because Yemenis make 
up such a signifi cant portion of the prisoners still being held there. 

Clinton blames “rejectionists” for violence in Iraq

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton arrived in Baghdad to 
assure the Iraqis that the United States will continue to support the 
country as the United States withdraws troops. Her speech came 
just after a series of suicide bombs, which have the Iraqi people wor-
ried about the security and stability of their country. Though Clin-
ton assured them that the United States would contine to be present 
in their struggle, she also stressed that there are a number of things 
that Iraq has to do for itself. “The more united Iraq is, the more you 
will trust the security services,” said Clinton.  In response to the re-
cent suicide attacks, Clinton blames the “rejectionsits” who fear the 
government is succeeding in creating a united and peaceful Iraq, 
but is confi dent that they do not mean a return to violence in Iraq. 

Information from www.nytimes.com and compiled by Maria Costigan. 

HTTP://NEWSSOURCEINFO.BLOGSPOT.COM/2009/04/US-PRESIDENT-BARACK-OBAMA-WALKS

President Obama met with Turkish President Abdullah Gul in Turkey last 
week. 

By David Stringer
(C) AP 2009

LONDON (AP)–Three  men  
charged in London’s 2005 sui-
cide bombings–Britain’s  dead-
liest  attack since World War 
II–were acquitted of the most 
serious offenses against them 
Tuesday in the latest terrorism 
case to frustrate prosecutors.

A jury found Waheed Ali, 
Sadeer Saleem, and Mohammed 
Shakil not guilty of conspiring 
with four suicide bombers who 
blew themselves up on three sub-
way cars and a bus on July 7, 2005, 
killing 52 people. Ali and Shakil 
were convicted of a lesser charge 
–conspiring to attend a terror train-
ing camp–and will be sentenced 
Wednesday.

The men were the only peo-
ple ever charged in the attack. A 
different jury failed to reach a ver-
dict in their case last year.

Andy Hayman, a retired se-
nior police offi cer who previously 
led the inquiry, said the trial had 
been the “last throw of the dice” 
for investigators. There are no 
new leads and police say their in-
quiry has been thwarted by the 
reluctance of potential witnesses 
in Britain’s Muslim community to 
come forward.

It was unclear why jurors 
came to their decision. British 
jurors are barred from speaking 
about their deliberations, even af-

ter a trial ends.
Lawyers pointed to the com-

plexity of terrorism trials, which 
can last more than a year and in-
volve detailed and sometimes con-
fusing evidence gleaned from cell 
phone records and e-mail traffi c.

Evidence of connections be-
tween suspects and convicted ter-
rorists is often withheld because of 
fears that it would prejudice jurors 
against the suspects.

Law enforcement offi cials 
also say their need to protect the 
public can limit the evidence they 
gather because plots are thwarted 
before fi nal targets have been se-
lected.

“Many of these cases take 
months, and juries get to know and 
like the defendants,” said Geoffrey 
Robertson, a lawyer who was not 
involved in the latest case. “They 
begin to think they’re not so bad 
and they doubt the strength of the 
evidence against them.”

Prosecutors in the latest case 
said the three men were friends 
with the 2005 suicide bombers. 
Mohammed Siddique Khan, the 
ringleader of the July 7 plot, called 
Ali an “uncle” to his daughter, and 
the two men traveled together to a 
Pakistani terrorist training camp 
in 2001. Ali was also regarded as 
bomber Shehzad Tanweer’s closest 
childhood friend.

The jury were not told that 
the men had links to another ma-
jor terrorist, because–unlike many 

other countries–Britain does not 
allow intercept evidence to be used 
in court.

During their 2003 visit to 
Pakistan, Shakil and Khan held a 
meeting at Islamabad airport with 
Omar Khyam, a British man jailed 
for life in 2007 for leading a plot 
to launch major bomb attacks on 
nightclubs and power plants. Their 
conversation was captured on se-
cret listening devices.

In court, prosecutors alleged 
the three acquitted men took part 
in a test run for the London attacks 
in December 2004, when they 
joined three of July 7 bombers on 
a visit to the British capital.

But the prosecution could 
not prove the suspects had toured 
London’s subway system, or refute 
their claim that the trip was an in-
nocent sightseeing expedition.

Tuesday’s case follows other 
high-profi le acquittals in key cas-
es.

A trial over an alleged plot 
to down several trans-Atlantic air-
liners collapsed in October, and a 
Jordanian neurologist was cleared 
in December of involvement in 
botched car 2007 bomb attacks on 
Glasgow and London.

There is also growing public 
skepticism in Britain relating to 
counterterrorism operations, par-
tially fueled by the failure of recent 
major police raids on Muslim com-
munities to result in charges.

Three men acquitted of helping 2005 
London bombers

By Chris Brummit
(C) AP 2009

ISLAMABAD (AP)–Pakistani jets 
and attack helicopters struck Tali-
ban positions in mountains close 
to the capital Tuesday as part of a 
widening offensive against mili-
tants spreading out from the law-
less region along the border with 
Afghanistan, the military said.

With residents reporting 
ground troops also moving into 
the Buner area, the operation could 
allay worry in the U.S. and other 
Western nations that nuclear-armed 
Pakistan lacks the will to fi ght ex-
tremists in the northwest, where 
al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden 
is thought to be hiding.

The attack stands to further 
strain a shaky peace deal in the 
Malakand region, which Buner is a 
part of. The truce has been widely 
viewed in the West as a surrender 
to the militants and a sign that Pak-
istan’s shaky civilian government 
does not recognize the threat they 
pose.

Pakistan has waged several 
offensives in the border region 
since the Sept. 11, 2001, attack on 
the United States.

Offi cials have frequently 
claimed success from the assaults, 
but the ultraconservative area re-
mains a haven for extremists who 
use it to stage attacks in Afghani-
stan, according to foreign govern-
ments.

Heavily armed militants be-
gan moving into Buner, about 60 
miles (100 kilometers) from Islam-
abad, this month from the nearby 
Swat Valley. Swat, a one-time 
tourist destination, has turned into 
a militant haven under the peace 
deal, which imposed Islamic law in 
the area in exchange for an end to 
hostilities.

A military spokesperson, 

Maj. Nasir Khan, said jets and heli-
copters attacked Taliban positions 
in mountains in the Babaji Kandao 
area of Buner on Tuesday after-
noon. Casualty fi gures were not 
immediately known.

The military’s chief spokes-
person, Maj. Gen. Athar Abbas, 
said troops were also moving into 
the region. He estimated the num-
ber of insurgents there at 450-500 
and said the operation would be 
over within in a week.

In a sign militants were pre-
paring to put up a fi ght, Taliban 
fi ghters later Tuesday took con-
trol of a police station in the town 
of Pir Baba, said another military 
offi cial. He insisted on speaking 
anonymously because he was not 
authorized to release details to the 
media.

The U.S. government wel-
comed the offensive.

“These Taliban and other ex-
tremists have posed an existential 
threat to Pakistan. They’ve also 
caused problems for the govern-
ment of Afghanistan,” State De-
partment spokesperson Robert 
Wood said.

The Taliban advance–un-
checked until Tuesday by secu-
rity forces–had triggered alarm in 
Western capitals as well as unease 
among some Pakistani politicians 
and commentators. In a remark 
widely reported in Pakistan, U.S. 
Secretary of State Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton said last week that 
Pakistani leaders were “basically 
abdicating to the Taliban and the 
extremists.”

On Sunday, the army 
launched a separate offensive in 
Dir, which borders Swat and is also 
covered by the peace deal.

Abbas said the operation, 
called Dir, was now complete, 
while 10 security offi cers died. 
TV footage has shown hundreds 

of refugees fl eeing the area, but of-
fi cials have not released fi gures on 
any exodus.

Abbas dismissed fears that 
Islamabad could fall to the mili-
tants.

“I see this as a completely 
false alarm. There is no reason to 
worry that they pose a threat be-
yond that area,” he said at a me-
dia briefi ng in the garrison town 
of Rawalpindi near the capital. “I 
think we are 170 million people 
with a huge military. God willing, 
they (the militants) will be taken 
care off.”

Local offi cials and a Taliban 
spokesperson said many militants 
had left Buner on Friday and Satur-
day after talks with authorities.

But Abbas played a tape pur-
portedly featuring Swat Taliban 
leader Maulana Fazlullah telling 
his Buner commander to have his 
men only pack up their weapons 
“just to show the media” and pre-
tend to leave the area. Abbas said it 
was cell phone conversation picked 
up by electronic surveillance.

Despite Tuesday’s offensive, 
questions remain about the coun-
try’s will to fi ght the insurgency.

Leading politicians appear 
split on the dangers faced by the 
country despite hundreds of suicide 
attacks in recent years. Frequently, 
Muslim leaders and politicians 
blame the militancy on the govern-
ment’s close ties with Washington 
and direct their anger at U.S. drone 
attacks on militant targets in the 
northwest.

The Malakand deal sought 
to appease militants who waged 
a two-year campaign in Swat that 
saw dozens of people beheaded 
and girls’ schools bombed. But, as 
feared by many critics, the accord 
appeared to embolden the militants 
to move beyond the valley’s bor-
ders. 

Pakistani jets pound militants close to capital
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New England Rowing Championships
Worcester, Mass. TBA

May 5, 2009
ECAC Tournament
Camden, N.J. TBA

May 29, 2009
NACC Tournament 
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By Amanda Weaver 
STAFF WRITER 

Simmons softball started this 
season with its games in the an-
nual trip to Florida for some warm 
weather. Returning to New Eng-
land, the Sharks started off their 
regular season with a record of 

2-8 and their Great Northeast Ath-
letic Conference (GNAC) season 
splitting a double header against 
Emmanuel College, taking them 
12-0 the fi rst game.  The team then 
dropped to a 2-4 loss the second 
game.  

They started off their GNAC 
season 1-1.  Going into their con-
ference double header against 

Saint Joseph’s College of Maine, 
they had a 3-1, 7-2 double loss.  Af-
ter a spilt against Emerson College, 
Simmons took their fi rst double 
header victory against Albertus 
Magnus College. 

The team had a rocky start to 
its 2009 season. “The team has re-
ally picked it up in the second half 
of the season,” Coach Anne Hen-

nigan said. The Sharks went on to 
have 10 more conference wins in 
the regular season and the GNAC 
tournament. “We play a lot of 
games in a short amount of time, 
so it was imperative that we stay 
focused and healthy,” Hennigan 
said.

The team had a crucial week 
mid-season, winning six of their 
eight games.  “We showed the 
conference how we can play and 
we have momentum going into the 
playoffs,” Hennigan said.

The softball team came to-
gether in all components of the 
game to pull off the close wins. The 
increase of defense intensity and 
pitching added to the momentum 
of the team going into playoffs. 

 Before tournaments started 
Hennigan had faith in her team 
pulling off some tough wins.  “We 
have a lot of unselfi sh players that 
want to win and know how to win, 
so I’m expecting to pull off some 
upsets in the GNAC tournament,” 
she said.

That is exactly what Sim-
mons softball did. The team had 
a strong fi nish to the 2009 season.  
Going into the GNAC tournament, 
the Sharks were seeded in eighth 
place. They had a few upsets in 

the GNAC tournament, beating the 
number fi ve seed, Norwich Univer-
sity, 13-7 sending Simmons into 
the quarterfi nals. 

Another upset came with 
their victory against number three 
seed Suffolk University on April 
24, winning 4-1. The Sharks fell 
to Pine Manor College on Satur-
day afternoon in semi-fi nals with a 
score of 8-2.  With two big upsets, 
the Sharks ended their season in 
fourth place in the GNAC. 

On top of their fourth seed 
fi nishing out the season, three play-
ers were recognized in the GNAC. 
Sophomore Annie Thompson was 
awarded second team all-confer-
ence. Other players recognized 
in the conference were senior 
Meredith Burr, who was awarded 
all-sportsmanship team, and soph-
omore Courteney Collier, who re-
ceived third team all-conference.  

Simmons softball ended their 
season with a record of 13-13 in the 
GNAC, and 16-23 in the overall 
season. 

AMANDA WEAVER

The softball went into every game full of energy and ready to play. 

By Maggie Weeks
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

In its fi rst season at Simmons, 
Sharks lacrosse made its name 
known in the Great Northeast 
Athletic Conference (GNAC). The 
Sharks fi rst season started with 16 
players, including fi ve seniors and 
fi ve people who had never touched 
a lacrosse stick before. 

“This fi rst year of play for 
Simmons lacrosse was a huge suc-
cess,” said coach Kate Leonard. 
The team was an underdog going 
into the GNAC this year and was 
not expected to cause any upsets in 
the conference. 

The Sharks started their 
season against the second-ranked 

team in the conference from last 
year, Emerson College. The Sharks 
had a rough fi rst three games play-
ing top competitors from the previ-
ous season. They started with a 0-3 
record in the GNAC. 

The Sharks had their fi rst win 
against Daniel Webster College 
on March 26. Although it was not 
a conference game, teams in the 
GNAC were shocked by the run 
the Sharks made after their fi rst 
taste of victory. After a slow start, 
they won their next three games for 
a 3-3 record overall and 3-2 in the 
GNAC. 

The rest of the season the 
Sharks went 0-5, and fi nished with 
a fi nal record of 3-8, 2-4 in the 
GNAC. “I am most proud of the 
high lever we were able to attain by 
the end of the season because we 
now know what we are capable of 
and can start at the lever right away 
next year,” Leonard said.

Even with losses at the end 
of season, the Sharks’ best played 
game was their last game against 
St. Joseph’s College of Maine 
where Simmons came away with 
more saves on goal and were tied 
with St. Joseph’s throughout the 
game, but lost 16-17 in the end. 

Numerous players made all 

conference athletes of the week. 
Postseason, fi ve players came 
away with all-conference honors.  
Sophomores Natalie Stever and 
Kayla Tirrell were awarded sec-
ond-team all-conference, as well 
as fi rst-years Lee Southerland and 
Marissa Games. Senior captain 
Heather Lowe also ranked highly 
in the conference making the all-
sportsmanship team, and senior 
Freya Damrell was awarded the 
Simmons alumnae honors award, 
with a cumulative GPA of 3.95. 

Leonard said she was proud 
of her team. “We have some very 
strong individuals on the team, as 
exhibited by the fact we earned 
four spots on the all-conference 
second team. Our strength lay in 
how well we worked and grew to-
gether.” 

The team worked together all 
season, helping each other learn 
the game. At the end of the season, 
Simmons athletics was proud of 
its new team, Leonard said. “Our 
amazing three wins are an amaz-
ing feat for any brand new team. 
We have set the bar high for years 
to come.” 

AMANDA WEAVER

The brand new lacrosse team made Simmons history on the fi eld.

AMANDA WEAVER

Sharks lacrosse had a landmark fi rst season with a record of 3-8.

“This fi rst year of 
play for Simmons 

lacrosse was a 
huge success.”

~KATE LEONARD, 
LACROSSE COACH

Simmons softball fi nishes fourth in GNAC

Sharks lacrosse has an unexpected fi rst season
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By Amanda Gross
STAFF WRITER

It was born in 1923, a wailing, 
scribbled baby wrapped in a mass 
of type-written text.  Above the 
child a handwritten sign read, 
“What Shall We Name It?”

The Simmons Voice, after 
several title changes, is fi nally apt-
ly named.

Although the news has 
changed in the past 86 years, the 
drive of Simmons women to voice 
their thoughts, plans, and concerns 
about their generation has not. The 
Voice is still written, formatted, 
and distributed weekly all by Sim-
mons students. 

When The Voice was given 
its fi rst name, The Simmons News, 
the paper was more like the daily 
campus announcements that are 
distributed by e-mail today–a list-
ing of various events happening 
around campus. Written in the sec-
ond person with no bylines, the pa-
per advertised the Copley Ball; the 
fi rst-year, sophomore, and junior 
class plays (“dramatics”) in the Re-
fectory; and who celebrated whose 
birthday in which dorm room. 

Finally sent to an offi cial 
printer in January 1924, The News 
took on a tabloid size with minimal 
pictures and some advertisements. 
Cigarette ads prevailed, taking up 
as many as two whole pages of the 
four-page paper. 

Advertising the junior prom 
on May 2, 1924, The News took the 
liberty to list the names of all male 
guests who would be attending. By 
1933, The News boasted 178 prom 
attendees.

The only thing that looks 
familiar in the school newspapers 
from the 1920s are the editorial 
pages, one with a headline asking, 
“Why can’t WE have things like 
other colleges?” The article went 
on to argue that since Simmons 
was such a young school at the 
time, it was unfair to compare its 
assets to those of older, more estab-
lished women’s colleges like Smith 
College and Wellesley College. 

The newspaper has served 

Sudoku 
Save the Date May 1–3

May 1
Undergraduate Conference 
Simmons College Academic Campus 
Kotzen Meeting Center 
10 a.m.–2 p.m. 

May 2
Spring Awakening (the musical)
Colonial Theatre
Boston, Mass.
2 p.m. 

May 3
Walk for Hunger
Project Bread’s 20-mile Walk
for Hunger 
Begins at the Boston Common
Boston, Mass.
7 a.m.–7 p.m. 

as an outlet for the fi nancial woes 
of certain periods, as it still does 
today.

In the midst of the Great De-
pression, The News printed an ar-
ticle about President Henry Lefa-
vour offering free admission to 
nontechnical classes for students 
who had graduated in 1932 but 
had not yet found work. He said it 
was for women who wanted to do 
something constructive with their 
time out of school while looking 
for a job.

In 1945, The News an-
nounced the College’s decision to 
raise tuition by $100 to “meet war-
time needs.” The tuition was raised 
from $300 to $400, while room and 
board remained the same. The ar-
ticle also made clear that if this tu-
ition raise prevented students from 
returning, there would be several 
grant opportunities.

In 1944 President Bancroft 
Beatley defended college atten-
dance during war saying, “Going 
to college is the war job for your 
age,” and “This is the military 
training for peace.”

Through the 1950s The News 
printed engagement and marriage 
announcements of students–nu-
merous enough to print an entire 
section each week.

In 1945, there was an article 
titled, “Can War Marriage Mix 
with College Life?” quoting the 
opinions of students and faculty.

One economics professor 
said he supported marriage during 
college because “studying makes 
your husband proud of you.” 

While several students 
agreed that marriage during col-
lege is “wonderful,” many also 
took the opposite stand saying that 
a woman cannot be a good wife 
and student at the same time.

Although Simmons women 
showed involvement in World War 
II through their marriage choices, 
the newspaper also refl ects the stu-
dent body’s desire to get involved 
in greater ways.

The News congratulated 
Simmons for raising $2,933.50 in 
1944 for the United War Fund, an 

Despite name changes, Simmons’ newspaper 
perseveres through the years

organization that raised money for 
various war front and home front 
groups to help them carry on their 
volunteer work. It also announced 
the arrival of Eleanor Roosevelt in 
1944, who came to Boston to speak 
about the integration of former sol-
diers into civilian life.

When President Harry Tru-
man announced the end of the war 
in 1945, students returned to class 
“speechless” after having listened 
to radios set up in common rooms 
across campus that morning, The 
News reported that week. 

As the student body modern-
ized, so did The News. The sports 
section, once called “Sportettes” 
changed to “Spotlight on Sports,” 
and soon the overwhelming ciga-
rette ads were replaced by non-
smoking campaign ads.

In the 1960s The News fea-

tured articles about existentialist 
speakers, the introduction of the 
art major at Simmons, and a fea-
ture article on yoga. 

As the women’s liberation 
movement progressed in the 1970s, 
the paper mirrored it. Having 
changed its name to The Janus in 
1970 and updated the layout to look 
more modern, the students were 
not afraid to advertise the book 
The Joy of Sex, recount the lecture 
given by a guest speaker on rape, 
and follow the “streaking mania” 
that was hitting colleges nation-

wide. As pictures were also being 
used more widely, The Janus also 
shamelessly printed two pictures 
of naked college students streaking 
across their campuses.

The Janus changed back to 
The Simmons News in 1985, and 
communications Professor James 

Corcoran was the adviser to The 
News from 1986 until 1993.

Corcoran says he remembers 
the discussion of a coed campus 
in the ’80s, especially when Sim-
mons’ sister college, Mills College, 
in Oakland, Calif., announced its 
graduate program was going coed. 

“Not only did the staff cover 
the issue from the Simmons angle, 
but reporters also fl ew out to Mills 
to send back fi rst-hand reports on 
what was happening at our sister 
campus,” Corcoran said. “And it 
was damn good reporting.”

Simmons women continued 
to report on issues outside of Bos-
ton, creating a year-long editorial 
campaign in the 1988-’89 school 
year aiming to get the Board of 
Trustees  to have the college divest 
from apartheid South Africa, Cor-
coran said.

The News even organized a 
day-long “South Africa Aware-
ness Day,” inviting South African 
guests such as Saths Cooper, a col-
league of Steven Biko who died 
in a South African prison, as well 
as the editor of the Johannesburg 
newspaper The Sowetan.

The guests were part of events 
taking place in C-103 all through-
out the day, Corcoran said.

“It was a day that brought 
the whole school together in such a 
positive way,” he said. 

Corcoran said The News re-
ceived several awards while he 
advised it, including the Society 
of Professional Journalists (SPJ) 
award in 1989, calling it the best 
daily newspaper in New England. 
In 1990, the paper received the 
American Scholastic Press Associ-
ation’s fi rst place national honors.

“The newspaper grew into a 
real positive force on the campus,” 
Corcoran said. “A person could fi nd 
out a whole lot about the place by 
picking up the paper once a week.”

The newspaper fi nally be-
came The Simmons Voice in Sep-
tember 1997, bringing about even 
more changes in style and content.

“Each year is different, as it 
should be,” Corcoran said.

PROVIDED BY THE SIMMONS COLLEGE ARCHIVES
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She is Simmons: Brown takes on new 
challenges with optimism
By Maria Costigan
STAFF WRITER

The world is her oyster. Shannon 
Brown has an outlook on life that 
few have the courage to subscribe 
to. As a fi rm optimist, she looks 
at her undefi ned future as an as-
set and an adventure, rather than a 
problem in need of a solution. 

Brown will fi nish her under-
graduate degree next fall with three 
majors: writing communications, 
arts administration, and French. 
Seeing how her many interests will 
eventually intersect is a concept 
that would sow anxiety for most, 
but Brown is much too patient for 
anxiety. 

She came to Simmons hoping 
to someday design her own maga-
zine. Since then, she has consid-
ered opening a bar/café/nightclub/
art gallery and contemplated a ca-
reer as a music supervisor. 

“I come up with different 
big dreams all the time,” she says. 

“I don’t feel comfortable saying I 
have no idea what I want to do. I 
have a lot of ideas.” 

Brown does have one spe-
cifi c ambition that she plans to 
pursue after graduation. Her favor-
ite magazine, Paste, has editorial 
internship positions available, and 
she plans to take advantage of the 
opportunity. The magazine, which 
Brown calls her Bible, is based in 
Georgia, and has been a favorite 
of hers since it was just getting off 
the ground. Brown says she is will-
ing to relocate in order to work for 
Paste. 

“Shannon has many strengths 
but I admire her most for her in-
dependence and ambition,” says 
Kelsey Jordan, one of Brown’s old-
est friends. “Instead of just talking 
about doing something, she actu-
ally goes out and does it.”  

These are the traits needed 
to get far in the communications 
and magazine world.  According 
to her friends, Brown is motivated 

and determined, but also willing to 
wait for the right opportunity. 

“It’s going to be fun to see 
how it turns out,” says Brown, 
when talking about her internship 
aspirations.  “I think there is only 
so much control that someone has 
over that sort of thing. There is 
only so much planning you can do, 
so I try not to plan too much. It all 
works out.”  

At Simmons, Brown is the 
managing editor of The Simmons 
Voice. She has been involved with 
the paper since her fi rst semester 
when she covered a performance 
of the band Apollo Sunshine with 
a friend. 

Second semester, she took 
over as the arts and entertainment 
editor and continued her sopho-
more year. 

Her junior year she continued 
to write from overseas while she 
studied abroad in Aix-en-Provence, 
France, and Washington, D.C., and 
took the position as managing edi-

tor at the start of this year. 
Next year, while she fi nishes 

her studies for one more semester, 
Brown will take over as editor-in-
chief. 

While Brown raves about 
Boston and the Simmons com-
munity, she admits that the most 
infl uential experience of the past 
four years occurred while she was 
living in a tiny French city, three 
hours from Paris and one hour 
from the coast. Thrust into a cul-
ture wildly different from the New 
England she knew, Brown was 
forced to learn quickly, take con-
trol, and be confi dent in herself. 
While in Aix-en-Provence, Brown 
lived with a host mother and took 
intensive classes in French and im-
mersed herself in the culture. 

“We didn’t have time to trav-
el, we just stayed in France and 
learned French,” she says. “It was 
the best thing I could have done for 
myself.” 

Second semester of the same 
year, Brown studied in Washing-
ton, D.C. at American University, 
taking journalism classes while 
experiencing the “crash course in 
American politics,” which comes 
with living in the nation’s capital. 

While she recommends that 

all students take advantage of the 
opportunities to study abroad, 
Brown recognizes the strength 
in the Simmons community here 
in Boston.  She has found, after 
four years, that the most valuable 
resource is the student population 
itself. 

“One of my favorite things 
about Simmons is the sense of 
community. It’s always here and 
you can feel it. People just need 
to tap into it as much as possible,” 
Brown says. 

She also encourages students 
to use what her father calls “the 
Simmons mafi a,” the widespread 
network of Simmons alumnae 
that can help current students and 
recent graduates with their career 
goals. 

“Don’t turn anything down 
here, keep an open mind, even if 
in high school it didn’t work out 
for you, it’s always worth a sec-
ond shot. It could be your favorite 
next,” she says.

PROVIDED BY SHANNON BROWN

Brown, right, and her friend Kelsey Jordan pose with Norwegian folk singer Sondre Lerche, who opened at a Josh 
Ritter concert in New Jersay earlier this year.

PROVIDED BY SHANNON BROWN

Brown and her mom stop for a photo along the Seine in Paris before she 
began her semester abroad in Aix-en-Provence, France.

She is Simmons: Lenis fi nds her passion through
opportunity and adventure
By Kate Clavet
STAFF WRITER

Christina Lenis has a legacy at 
Simmons College.  Her mother 
graduated from Simmons in 1983, 
and her godmother is also an alum-
na, but that is not the reason she 
chose the school. Lenis remembers 
the moment when she knew Sim-
mons was the place for her, during 
a campus visit with her mother. 

“I remember hearing people 
say, you’ll know the college you 
should go to when you walk on the 
campus,” she says. 

The Simmons community is 
now fi lled with Lenis fans, no mat-
ter how many pranks she may have 
pulled on them. “She has put fake 
roaches in my wallet, fi lled my 
handbags with dry erase markers, 
and done damage to my ear drums 
with her Mariah Carey impres-
sions, but I’m still convinced she’s 
the coolest person I know,” says 
her friend Kristin Pitts, a Simmons 
alumna. 

Lenis is co-president of the 
Simmons chapter of the Public Re-
lations Student Society of America 
(PRSSA), the business manager for 

The Simmons Voice, and the editor-
in-chief and senior copywriter for 
COMMTRACKS, the communica-
tions department magazine.  And 
while she participates in many 
publications, fi lm is her niche.  

She participated in the short-
term course in South Africa as a 
rising junior. That is where she says 
she truly discovered her love for 
fi lm. “I literally had a poncho and 

in it I had in one pouch my note-
pad and in my other one my cam-
era, and in another a video camera. 
I had tapes in my backpack and I 
looked like a one-woman show,” 
says Lenis.

In South Africa she met local 
activists and refugees. The trip led 
her to write a memoir about her ex-
periences, and document everyone 
she met through photos, notes, or 

fi lm.  “I realized I really like jour-
nalism,” she says. “I like movies 
and telling people’s stories, writ-
ing them down, fi lming them, and 
sharing them with other people.” 

Lenis made a documentary 
with all the material she collected 
on the trip, which was shown at the 
book release for Old Wrongs, New 
Rights, the book made up of the 
stories written by the students who 
went on the South Africa trip. The 
documentary focused mostly on 
Khayletisha, one of the townships 
visited by the group. 

 “One woman [at the release] 
was in Khayletisha years ago and 
she said I really captured the es-
sence of that community. Hearing 
that is one of the best feelings in 
the world,” Lenis says. 

Lenis talks about her experi-
ence in South Africa as life chang-
ing in various ways. One of her 
favorite memories of her transfor-
mation involves bees, one of her 
biggest fears. “I’m allergic to bees, 
and there was this bee coming 
at me, but I didn’t seem to care.”  
With no hospitals close, had she 
been stung she could have died. “I 
did not have that attitude before I 

went to South Africa,” says Lenis. 
She remembers this event as a mo-
ment when she realized she wanted 
to be a journalist and travel.  

After interning with Andrea 
Ajemian, a local producer and ac-
tress, and working on the fi lm We 
Got the Beat, Lenis decided that 
she wanted to be a producer.  

“I was so impressed with the 
way she talked to well-known ac-
tors and their agents, handled prob-
lems, and allowed members of the 
crew to confi de in her when under 
enormous amounts of stress,” says 
Ajemian. 

“Expect big things from 
her.”

As an assistant to the pro-
ducer, Lenis experienced the re-
sponsibilities involved in produc-
ing. Some of these include uniting 
straying cast members, and mak 
ing sure everyone in the process 
was on top of things.  Lenis credits 
being around phenomenal female 
producers and directors as the de-
ciding factor in wanting to work in 

PROVIDED BY CHRISTINA LENIS

Lenis in South Africa, where she discovered her passion for journalism. 

LENIS see page 7
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Are you a Simmons student, pro-
fessor or employee? Have a new 
idea for an event, organization or 
program at Simmons? Need fund-
ing?  

As part of the Alumni Asso-
ciation’s support for Simmons stu-
dents, the Association will give out 
several grants with the maximum 
of a $1,000 award. The Alumni As-
sociation Centennial Grants were 
introduced in 2005 as part of the 
association’s 100-year anniversary. 
The purpose of the grants is to 
enhance community development 
and support student initiatives ev-
ery year. 

Last years recipients includ-
ed a group of students who applied 
for the grant in order to fund the 
“Women’s College Week Dinner.”  
Seniors Laura Smith and Erica Bo-
swell were awarded the grant for 
their “Climate Change and Wom-
en’s Health” initiative. 

“The Centennial Grant is a 
way for the Alumni Association to 
give back to Simmons and give or-
ganizations an opportunity to meet 
more alumni and enhance their or-
ganization,” says Chrissie Cahalan 
from the Simmons Choir, which 
was awarded money to pay for new 
musical folders. “We keep a good 
relationship with the organization 
and invite Alumns to our concerts. 
They are very supported and inter-
ested in the choir,” says Cahalan. 
Last year, all of the four applicants 
received the award enabling them 
to organize activities and develop 
new projects. 

The application form for 
grants can be downloaded from 
www.simmons.edu/grants/centen-
nial/. For more information con-
tact Sarah Zengo in the offi ce of 
Alumnae/I relations, at 617-521-
2112, or sarah.zengo@simmons.
edu.

She is Simmons: Farrell writes to 
show Simmons its voice
By Christina Lenis
STAFF WRITER

She sits in the newsroom on a 
Friday afternoon. Her ballet fl ats 
barely touch the fl oor as she turns 
her chair to face the stack of news-
papers that are piled above her. The 
paper came out yesterday. There 
are no articles to write for at least 
a few days, but Traci Farrell is in 

the newsroom anyway updating 
The Simmons Voice handbook for 
next year.

“It’s 6 a.m. and my eyes are 
fogging over and I’m beyond ex-
hausted and don’t even know if I’m 
reading English,” says managing 
editor and friend Shannon Brown 
about a typical production night 
at The Voice. “And Traci has this 
extra determination, energy, and 
focus and she’ll fi nd every mistake 

that’s in the paper and get it out.”
As editor-in-chief of The Sim-

mons Voice, Farrell has spent hun-
dreds of hours in the newsroom, 
writing, editing, and laying out 
articles for the weekly paper. “It’s 
a lot of work to get it out,” she says, 
but “actually seeing it and seeing 
people reading is rewarding.” 

Her time at The Voice started 

her fi rst year, after Brown encour-
aged Farrell to write an article for 
her A&E page. “I didn’t think to 
get involved [with the paper] until 
Shannon dragged me to the news-
room,” she says. The following 
year, Brown recommended Farrell 
for the diversions page editor po-
sition, which she accepted. Writ-
ing mini service features, laying 
out the suduko page, and creating 
horoscopes, Farrell says she be-

gan to fi nd that the newspaper was 
more than just an interest.

As junior year approached, 
Beth Maclin, former editor-in-chief 
of The Voice, asked Farrell to sign 
on as the news editor. “It sounded 
like a challenge,” says Farrell and 
one she was willing to take.  Her 
beat was Student Government As-
sociation (SGA) and every week 
she attended the meetings armed 
with her tape recorder, notebook, 
and pen. “It was benefi cial for me 
to have a beat like that. It defi nitely 
improved my news writing skills.”

On the side, Farrell worked 
as poetry editor for the literary 
magazine Sidelines and by senior 
year was balancing editor-in-chief 
positions for The Simmons Voice 
and Sidelines. 

“She’s always been this very 
mature, put-together person,” says 
Brown. “She rose to the challenge,” 
she says, regarding Farrell’s posi-
tion on The Voice. “She’s fulfi ll-
ing this leadership role [and] she’s 
done a great job.”

“I have seen her grow to be 
a leader,” says former roommate 
and friend Marisa Glick. “She has 
learned to delegate responsibilities, 
ask tough questions, communicate 
with individuals at all professional 
levels, and has dedicated herself to 
writing quality pieces.”

An English major and jour-
nalism minor, Farrell found her 
love for journalism through her 
work at The Voice and classes in 
the communications department. 
“I found little bits and pieces of 
things I’d like to pursue,” she says. 
“It’s just about exploring each one 
more in a professional setting.”

With interest in traveling, 
Farrell would like to move to San 
Francisco and pursue a career in 
writing or publishing. “I think ev-
erything is an option right now and 
I like that,” she says.

PROVIDED BY MARISA GLICK

Farrell and her roommate, Marisa Glick, pose for a photo at the Senior/Fac-
ulty Banquet.

PROVIDED BY CHRISTINA LENIS

Lenis stops for something warm to drink at the Boston Common with her younger sister, Catherine.

The Alumni
Association’s grants 
support Simmons

PROVIDED BY TRACI FARRELL

Farrell celebrates Thanksgiving with her mother and grandmother at home 
in Northern Virginia.

PROVIDED BY TRACI FARRELL

Farrell and her younger brother, Kyle, spend some downtime together on 
vacation in Puerto Rico.

LENIS see page 6

the fi eld. “The producers make the 
movies happen and I like to make 
things happen, so it was a perfect 
fi t,” she says.  

“Christina is one of those 
rare people who thinks about fi lm 
24 hours a day,” says Judith Rich-
land, professor of Communica-
tions. “Her drive to produce fi lms 

coupled with her organizational 
management skills, her sense for 
quality and detail, and her need to 
create provocative political state-
ments, make her a perfect candi-
date for success in a highly com-
petitive industry.”

After four years at Simmons, 
Lenis can proudly say that she is a 
journalist, fi lmmaker, and creative 
writer. When she graduates in May 

with a major in public relations/
marketing communications and 
a minor in English, she will leave 
Simmons with a legacy of her 
own.
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By Stefanie Maclin
STAFF WRITER

Harry Dresden is a private investi-
gator for hire who also happens to 
be a wizard. In fact, he is the only 
wizard listed in the Chicago yellow 
pages.

Turncoat is the 11th book in 
the on-going fantasy series Dres-
den, written by Jim Butcher. The 
book starts approximately eight 
years into the war with the Red 
Court (the deadliest of the three 
vampire courts), when Harry is 
still at odds with members of the 
White Council, the Wizard Gov-
erning Body he is a warden of.

When fellow warden Mor-
gan shows up on Harry’s doorstep 
injured and on the run from the 
White Council on grounds of trea-
son Harry must make a decision to 
help Morgan clear his name. The 
task seems easy enough, but Harry 
also fi nds himself racing to uncov-
er a traitor in the White Council  
and he has limited time before it all 
goes wrong. A single mistake on 
Harry’s part could cost everyone 
their lives.

Butcher does not skimp on 
the fast-paced plot. Less than fi ve 
pages into the story, Morgan ar-
rives on Harry’s doorstep and the 
story shoots off, barely letting up 
in time for the end. 

Written in the same dead-
pan, fi rst-person narrative as the 
other books in the series, the reader 
will never lose interest. It grips the 
reader on the fi rst page, and man-
ages to keep the momentum all the 
way to the last page.

Half of what is likable about 
the Dresden Files novels is that as 
much as Butcher writes a strong, 
fi rst-person narrative in the voice 
of Harry Dresden, he has also cre-
ated a full cast of secondary char-
acters, who are as important, if not 
sometimes more so, to the story 
and action than Harry.  

Harry lives in a richly com-
plicated world, which exists side 
by side with normal Chicago. It is 
a world populated by werewolves, 
vampires, and fairies. Every one 
of these other characters only ex-
pands on the richness of the world 
Butcher has created.  

Even characters not physi-
cally present in the 11th book are 
mentioned, lending further cre-
dence to the complex relationships 
and character development Butch-
er has built among his characters in 
the fi rst 10 books.  

I was particularly pleased 
with three of my favorite charac-
ters showing up, and even though 
one of the few characters I hate 
passionately is in the book, it says 
something of Butcher’s writing. He 

is able to create characters you can 
hate as passionately as the charac-
ters you fi nd yourself loving.

For years, it has been my be-
lief that most fantasy writers, after 
the third or fourth book, reach a 
critical climax and never manage 
to recover. However, Butcher chal-
lenges this. Butcher says he hopes 
to continue the series into the low 
twenties, and so far on the 11th 
book, they only keep getting bet-
ter.

Butcher builds on his previ-
ously established world in the new 
book. In recent years, the White 
Council has been facing turmoil 
from within. 

Finally giving the reader some 
clues to the cause and effect in this 
book, Butcher still does not reveal 
all. Not every loose end is tied up. 
Harry is still confused, still ready 
to wake up the next morning and 
keep on fi ghting, which says some-
thing about his character. As he 
has continually stated, he is either 
very lucky or very stupid. I will go 
with very lucky, but I am already 
counting the days until book 12th 
is published.

HTTP://READINGETC.FILES.WORDPRESS.COM/
Turncoat is the 11th book in the Dresden Files series.

HTTP://LIFEBRISBANE.FILES.WORDPRESS.COM/
Zachary Quinto plays the famous character Mr. Spock in Star Trek.

Butcher is still able to captivate his 
readers

Star Trek should not be missed by anyone
By Meredith Wish
STAFF WRITER

For months now, people have been 
getting hyped about the new Star 
Trek fi lm directed by J.J. Abrams. 
Trekkies have been waiting in 
anticipation for the exciting new 
movie to be released May 8, which 
will bring new special effects that 
the fi rst Star Trek series and fi lms 
could not have produced. 

Star Trek began as a televi-
sion series in 1966 starring the leg-
endary William Shatner as Captain 

James T. Kirk and Leonard Nimoy 
as Mr. Spock. Together Shatner and 
Nimoy “have gone where no man 
has gone before,” exploring space 
for fi ve years (80 episodes and 10 
movies), discovering different life 
forms on Starship Enterprise. 

The huge, sci-fi  fan base that 
the show created led the to the cre-
ation of an animated series with 
Shatner as the voice of Captain 
Kirk. Then came the six fi lms of 
the second voyage of the Starship 
Enterprise, starring the original 
cast after the show got cancelled 

in 1969. 
After the fi rst original six 

fi lms, the Star Trek television se-
ries came back with Star Trek: The 
Next Generation, set 100 years 
after the original series. The Next 
Generation ran for seven seasons 
from 1987 to 1994 and had the 
highest rating among all the Star 
Trek series. 

Other variations of the se-
ries then followed, including 
Deep Space Nine, Voyager and 
the Enterprise, which each ran for 
several years. As these series con-
tinued, four other Star Trek fi lms 
were made based on the transition 
between the original series and the 
Next Generation.

With the constant production 
of the Star Trek television series 
and fi lms, a mass cult following 
formed, with fans from the fi rst to 
the newest series.

 Now Paramount Pictures is 
bringing the newest edition to the 
collection with the 11th Star Trek 
fi lm, the story of how Captain Kirk 
came to be. 

This is the fi rst Star Trek 
fi lm to reach the silver screen and 
is highly anticipated. With the 
original series, the special effects 
included a toy Starship Enterprise 
tied to a string on a backdrop of a 
black canopy with holes punched 
in it. 

Now the 11th fi lm has taken 
advantage of all possible special 
effects to give Trekkies the full ex-
perience they deserve. 

The fi lm begins with Captain 
Kirk (Chris Pine) as a boy who 
does not want to be in the shadows 
of his father’s legacy anymore. The 
fi lm also has a young Mr. Spock 
(Zachary Quinto) who is torn be-

tween being two different species, 
Vulcan and human. 

As the two eventually meet, 
the adventures of the Starship En-
terprise begin. Due to the level of 
anticipation from Star Treck fol-
lowers, the actors had a lot of re-
sponsibility. 

“I obviously utilized Leonard 
to a great extent and engaged him 
in many, many conversations about 
the character,” Quinto said. “So I 
immersed myself in a lot of read-
ing about the world of Star Trek 
and the mythology.” 

Trekkies know exactly what 
they want from their characters. 
The reason why Star Trek has done 
so well is because it has stuck to 
an effective formula, which has put 
tremendous amounts of pressure 
on the actors of the 11th fi lm. Yet, 
the new cast still has to make the 
fi lm their own. 

“I think the general counsel 
that we had behind the scenes was 
indicative of exactly what peo-
ple are going to fi nd,” Pine said. 
“[What] we were doing paid trib-
ute and homage to the minutiae of 
the original series and to really the 
themes that Gene Rodenberry ex-
pressed in the original version. But 
then we had new life.” 

Just from previews, audience 
members can tell this is not any-
thing like the original Star Trek, 
yet it still holds that excitement 
and desire.

People who have never seen 
a Star Trek episode also seem to 
be enthralled with the new fi lm. 
It is expected to be action-packed, 
which is catching people’s atten-
tion. This fi lm seems to try to ap-
peal to, and engage, a new genera-
tion of Star Trek fans rather than 

stick to the continuous original 
plot. 

“He made this movie for 
future Star Trek fans. And that’s 
something I think comes across 
in the fi lm,” Quinto said about the 
director.

The new fi lm already seems 
to go where no Trekkie has gone 
before, and it probably will be a 
complete success. Abrams is al-
ready planning to fi lm a sequel to 
his prequel with the help of Roden-
berry, the creator of the fi rst Star 
Trek. 

Today, science fi ction is mak-
ing a huge comeback, consequently 
greeting the new Star Trek fi lm with 
open arms. This fi lm will probably 
be an exciting event to take part in 
for old Trekkies and new Trekkies 
alike. The fi lm seems exciting, ac-
tion packed, and fi lled with drama. 

This fi lm will probably be 
the rebirth of Star Trek and regain 
as much popularity as Star Wars. 
It will bring fans together from all 
different generations, and it would 
not surprise me if people dressed 
up for the event as their favorite 
characters. Seeing this fi lm will be 
more than just catching a fl ick with 
friends. It will be an experience 
that should not be missed. 

Star Trek comes out May 8 
and if action and science fi ction are 
your fi xation, then you should see 
this movie. 

For those who just want a 
crazy experience, away from the 
norm, I highly suggest going to 
the midnight showing. Movies 
with large fanbases are always 
fun and exciting to go to because 
it becomes more than watching a 
movie–the audience becomes com-
pletely engaged. 
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By Meredith Wish
STAFF WRITER

There was no adventure in the 
new fi lm Adventureland.  Written 
and directed by Greg Mottola, the 
new comedy/drama stars Twilight’s 
leading star, Kristen Stewart, and 
new actor Jesse Eisenberg. 

Adventureland is set in 1987 
and tells the story of newly gradu-
ated James Brennan (Jesse Eisen-
berg), an awkward and eccentric 
virgin who needs a summer job 
to pay for graduate school in New 
York. While fi nding that he is over-
qualifi ed for all the low-end jobs he 
applies for, he ends up working for 
the tacky amusement park, Adven-
tureland.

At Adventureland, James 
makes a new group of odd friends, 
develops a crush on Em (Kristen 
Stewart), and discovers a new outlet 
for his problems–marijuana. While 
the fi lm revolves around James, the 
movie goes into more detail with 
the characters surrounding him–
the troubles Em has with her father 
and love; the desire of acceptance 
his friend Joel (Martin Starr) has; 
and all the friends people have who 
they secretly hate, but still hang out 
with.

Adventureland is a fi lm about 
summer experiences before go-
ing to college or the summers be-
tween college years. It displays the 
uncomfortable point in life when 
parents are more unwilling to help 
their children fi nancially, when 
your friends make decisions with-
out you, and when you have no idea 
what you want anymore. The fi lm 

revolves around the moment when 
everything you thought you were 
sure of is no longer, and you have 
no idea what to expect or want any-
more. 

Though the fi lm tried to touch 
on an important time in peoples’ 
lives, it failed to do so with excite-
ment or belief. The fi lm’s fi rst fail 
was James. 

Eisenberg’s character not 
only looked like he could still be in 
high school, but acted it. The fi lm 
purposely kept mentioning that 
he was trying to afford graduate 
school because the audience was 
not going to believe that he was old 
enough.

The fi lm is tremendously 
type-cast. It was as though Mot-
tola took characters from different 
fi lms and put them all in the same 
movie; he at least had the decency 
to change the names. 

The audience will immedi-
ately recognize the similarities 
between James as Evan (Michael 
Cera) from Superbad, the awkward 
virgin not sure about himself.

Stewart’s character is also 
highly recognizable: Bella from 
Twilight–the broody, mysterious, 
dark girl who has some serious 
love issues. 

Ryan Reynolds plays Mike 
Connell, a maintenance guy who 
loves to hit on younger women. 
Unfortunately, this is the same 
character he played Waiting. 

Due to the unlikeness of 
the fi lm and cliché ending, it was 
not dramatic, funny, or romantic 
enough to save the rest of the fi lm. 

What saved this fi lm were the 

no name stars who only had a small 
amount of contribution, but added a 
huge amount of comedy. The mov-
ie was like watching “real” reality 
show. The audience could easily 
recognize situations and relate the 
stories to their own lives. However, 
because the movie had such a real 
effect, the fi lm became dull and 
hardly funny. No one wants to see 
a real life story without drama.

I laughed a total of two times 
during the fi lm. Audiences who 
go see Adventureland with high 
expectations of humor and eccen-
tricity will come out with a dull 
experience. 

Adventureland deserves a 
C- for being boring, dull, not as 
humorous as expected, and a huge 
cliché. I felt like I was watching 
people who were bored with their 

lives working in a tawdry amuse-
ment park, which in turn made 
the whole movie and audience feel 
bored with the characters’ lives 
and the amusement park. 

Highly anticipated comedy is dull 
and boring

HTTP://4.BP.BLOGSPOT.COM/
Adventureland star Jesse Eisenberg’s (right) character is similar to Michael Cera’s character in Superbad.

By Kelly Bell
STAFF WRITER

When you think of children in 
Iran, what comes to mind? Reli-
gion? Veils? War? 

What about trendy jeans, Mi-
chael Jackson posters, and truan-
cy? Persepolis, the graphic novel 
by Marjane (Marji) Satrapi, of-
fers readers a new insight to life in 
the Middle East. The book shows 
readers real-life people in Iran and 
that we are more similar than one 
would expect.

Satrapi writes about grow-
ing up in Iran during the Islamic 
Revolution of the 1980s. As the 
child of progressive parents, young 
Satrapi studies in a French school, 
reads about famous revolutionar-
ies, and attends protests against 
fundamentalism. She enthusiasti-
cally devours information on her 
family’s history and brags to her 
schoolmates about her uncle in 
prison. She and her friends play 
games modeled after the war like 
American children play house.

Over the course of the story, 
Satrapi changes from a naïve child 
to an intelligent, rebellious young 
woman. Iran is no place for rebel-
lion however, and her progressive 
attitudes and disobedient ways 
cause her trouble. The story details 

Satrapi’s struggle to maintain her 
own identity and beliefs in such a 
repressive culture. 

The graphic novel reads al-
most like a comic strip, telling 
numerous memorable stories from 

Satrapi’s youth. Some stories are 
cute and funny, like the story of 
how Satrapi’s father snuck a poster 
for her into the country by sewing 
it into his jacket liner. Other sto-
ries are terrifying, like Satrapi’s 
recount of a bombing that killed 
her friend. Satrapi never dwells 
too long on one subject, careful to 
place bits of humor among the sad-
ness for the reader.

The horrifying reality of 
the war is easier to digest through 
the eyes of a little girl. The reader 
grows up with Satrapi and learns 
the history and circumstances of 
the war as she does. For readers 
who are unfamiliar with life in the 
Middle East, the book provides a 
perfect introduction.  

The artwork in the book ac-
companies the text brilliantly. Sa-
trapi has an amazing ability to en-
gage the reader using only simple 
black and white drawings. She 
manages to convey emotion and 
heartbreak in these minimal pic-
tures better than most movies. One 
of the most powerful images in the 
entire novel illustrates the realiza-
tion that her friend is dead. The 
text “no scream in the world could 
have relieved my suffering and my 
anger” alongside the drawing of a 
simple black frame evokes the ex-
act emotion meant to–incompre-

hensible anguish.
A coming of age story set 

in the middle of a gruesome war, 
Persepolis is the Anne Frank: 
The Diary of a Young Girl of our 
time. Both books expose readers 
to warfare, which they can barely 
comprehend, but also illuminate 
the humanity that survives despite 
terrible circumstances. Persepolis’ 
modern setting and references to 
popular culture would make it an 
excellent tool in the classroom to 
engage the interest of adolescents 
while informing them of the grav-
ity of the situation in the Middle 
East.

Satrapi’s story is one that 
should be read by everyone. It is at 
once entertaining, educational, and 
insightful. 

For American readers, it of-
fers a rare opportunity to see life in 
the Middle East as it really is. We 
are too commonly led to believe 
that everyone in the Middle East is 
a religious extremist, and Persepo-
lis proves that this is not the case. 
Satrapi’s family and friends are 
regular, everyday people, strug-
gling to lead happy, fulfi lling lives 
despite the madness around them. 
Readers will fi nish the book with 
an informed awareness and a sense 
of hope.

Persepolis is entertaining and educational

HTTP://MEMORYWAVETRANSMISSION.FILES.WORDPRESS.COM/
Persepolis offers a deeper look into Middle Eastern life.
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To the editor:

When Donna Summer sings it, it is so much more than the words. When I looked out at the week of the last issue 
of The Voice, her song came to mind. It’s the last dance.

The last one is sad. Something is over. But it’s a dance. We may have tears in our eyes, but we are danc-
ing.

So “Let’s dance/ the last dance/ tonight.”
Congratulations to the entire Simmons Voice staff, and the reading community, and all friends.
There will never be another dance like this one.

Bob White
Professor of Terpsichorean Communications

To the editor:

In response to the article regarding Bill Ayers cancelled lecture at BC: SHAME SHAME on the youth of 
America and the adults who have encouraged them to roll over and ignore when the Constitutional rights of 
citizens are violated.

The Weather Underground sprang out of the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) and was a group 
considered to be led by political/anti-war protestors. If we say that Bill Ayers is a terrorist then we also must 
assume that anyone who speaks out against the government or war is also a terrorist.

In regards to Mr. Ayers connection to the death of the police offi cer in the 1970 robbery, it was never 
proven that he or the Weather Underground even had any connection to the act. Perhaps the author of this article 
should have referenced the word “allegedly” to fi nd out its defi nition. Mr. Ayers, according to the writer of the 
article, was never proven to be connected with the robbery nor were any of his contemporaries. The Constitution 
guarantees its citizens are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

The students wishing to hear Mr. Ayers speak have every right to believe that his First Amendment rights 
were violated. With Mr. Ayers excellent qualifi cations in the fi eld of education he most certainly should have 
been allowed to speak on that subject. To deny him based on his having spoken out against the war in Vietnam 
and its atrocities is what is ridiculous here.

This article shows that students today have been taught, by whomever, that they shouldn’t speak out 
against authority, be it police or the government, and that doing so is considered an act of “terrorism” against 
our government rather than a right bestowed upon us by our forefathers.

Grace Sisti
Class of 2010

At a college that claims to value women in leadership, a disservice is be-
ing done to many talented and capable students. The Student Government 
Association (SGA), Class Councils, and many student-run organizations 
have fallen victim to student apathy and rigged elections. 

Talk to any of the student leaders on campus at the beginning of 
the second semester and chances are they will be able to tell you exactly 
which organizations they’ll be running in the fall. President? Vice Presi-
dent? It’s all up for grabs if you know the right people. There’s no need 
to write persuasive speeches or be a competent leader–it’s all about who 
you know. 

Most of the women who ran in this year’s elections were unopposed. 
Student leaders agree not to run against each other to ensure that all their 
friends get an equal slice of the power pie. When real elections do occur, 
for example the 2008 SGA presidential election, the leader elected is of-
ten the more popular, but less qualifi ed contender. Student apathy grows 
out of the realization even if someone not labeled as a “student leader” 
would like to run for election, they are unlikely to even come close to the 
incumbent due to a lack of name recognition and an inability to garner 
enough Facebook friends for their group.

This has to stop. The speeches given by the candidates in SGA this 
year were a pitiful combination of all that is unprofessional and ill-pre-
pared. Some candidates could not even be bothered to show up while 
others decided that running unopposed meant they did not need to give 
signifi cant reasons to be elected. When elections are nothing but complete 
and utter farce, what else can be expected? How can other students be-
come excited about getting involved when they see that the prerequisites 
for attaining any leadership positions include knowing secret handshakes, 
being best friends with members of the administration, and hanging out 
with the “right” group of people. 

Students need to learn to be leaders of their organizations instead 
of followers of the status quo. We, The Simmons Voice Editorial Board, 
challenge you, with an authentic call to A.C.T.I.O.N.: real elections, ca-
pable leaders, and executive boards that refl ect the diversity of the entire 
College-not just the exclusive club of student leaders.

It’s been a diffi cult year for journalism.  Newspapers across the coun-
try have been shutting down, started publishing exclusively on the Web, 
made formatting changes, and implemented staff buyouts and layoffs.  At 
the same time they have had to maintain coverage of important issues 
such as the recession, corporate corruption, a new presidency, interna-
tional confl icts, and natural disasters.

The Simmons Voice has strived to cover an array of issues on cam-
pus, from reprehensible hate crimes and mounting fi nancial issues to a 
presidential coup and new administration. It has been covering these is-
sues for 86 years and will continue to cover these issues.

The nature of journalism is certainly changing, but this could be the 
perfect opportunity to completely reinvent the fi eld.  It should, and will, 
evolve and change with the times, all while maintaining a strong sense of 
integrity.

It’s not the job of the media to be the friend nor the enemy. Its job is 
to report on the news. People musteducate themselves on how the media 
works.

As newspapers 
change, The Voice 
stays strong

Demand equal-
ity in elections
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To the editor:

I am disappointed in the logic of the Bill Ayers article two weeks ago. First, Bill Ayers and the Weather Under-
ground were not just protesting the Vietnam War, they were protesting imperialism and racism in America. The 
author ignored the biggest part of the WU’s mission, to fi ght against racism.

Second the writer states that people who use violence to support their cause should not be allowed to 
speak in public about topics that they are educated in. Why then is military service a good qualifi cation for a 
president? 

The military is told to kill people all the time, what makes a service member who killed someone a more 
capable leader or speaker than a person who killed someone in the pursuit of equality?

This brings me to the author’s last ridiculous argument, that killing a police offi cer is inherently more 
outrageous than killing any other human being. Police offi cers are supposed to be armed enforcers of the law, 
but often neither the laws they enforce nor the way they serve are right. Putting on a uniform does not make you 
inherently more valuable to a society. 

During the 1960s police offi cers were using those uniforms to enforce racism and they still do today. The 
number of young unarmed black men killed by police offi cers is more than double the number of police offi cers 
killed by anyone of any race; we should be rioting about the number of unarmed people killed and beaten by 
our “heroes.” 

Bill Ayers had the courage to get the attention of politicians about an issue that no one wanted to touch 
because the white population was benefi ting from it. He was not a terrorist. The word terrorist is a subjective 
term and is thrown around a lot by the people in power in order to further ignore the point that the protester is 
trying to make. 

Carisa Weaver
Class of 2010

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

By Kate Clavet
STAFF WRITER

This weekend I went for a long bike 
ride in Lincoln Woods State Park 
with a family member. The park 
was truly beautiful, with lots of 
trees, leaves, and some endangered 
fl owers–so long as you could ig-
nore the empty alcohol bottles and 
remnants of fast food.  While the 
litter is annoying, especially con-
sidering state parks provide trash 
cans, most interesting was the lack 
of interaction between groups of 
people who visit the park together.  

For example, I watched a 
family of four walking the trails 
together with their dog, and each 
person was armed with their re-
spective technological device of 
choice.  

The mother was on her cell 
phone not really paying attention 
to how cute her youngest child 
looked when he tripped over a 
rock.  The older child was listening 
to his MP3 player, missing out on 
the birds, and the father toyed with 
his complicated watch, also miss-
ing out on his surroundings.  

There were many other fami-
lies that were following a similar 
dynamic. Even couples were each 
on their cell phones text-messaging 
other people. 

What is the point of “getting 
away from it all” in a state park 
only to bring it “all” with you?  
Why do families spend time to-
gether if they are not going to in-
teract? While it is sad that a family 
cannot enjoy each other’s company 
without telephones, MP3 players, 
or other devices, it is also annoy-
ing to those people who are at the 
park trying to enjoy nature to have 
to listen to other people’s private 
phone conversations.

The woods are a natural sanc-
tuary, meant for friends and fami-
lies to interact with each other.  

I would argue that, if people 
utilized nature as a sanctuary in 

which to actually enjoy the trees, 
fl owers, wildlife, and their fami-
lies’ company, life would be much 
less hectic.  

A $3,000 spa-vacation is not 
necessary to “de-stress.” Just turn 
off your phone, leave the MP3 
player at home, and teach your 
children to talk to other people.  

This walk brought to mind the 
great Disney-Pixar fi lm WALL-E, 
which describes the earth as a place 
no longer inhabitable because plant 
life can no longer be sustained. 
Rather than fi x the earth, all hu-
mans abandon the planet to live in 
a space station.  

Each person weighs about 
400 pounds and is moved around 
on a bed that is connected to a tele-
vision/computer. Robots serve the 
people food and drinks while they 
fl oat around doing nothing physi-
cally or mentally stimulating, day 
after day. Meanwhile, other robots 
care for the earth and try to con-
dense all of the garbage there.  

A great lesson could be 
learned from this. Humans need to 
put away the technology for a little 
while and appreciate what nature 
has to offer.  

While we may not all have to 
live as 400-pound blobs on a space 
station, the outlook is not very at-
tractive.  Maybe if we just appre-
ciate nature a little bit everyday, 
throw out litter in garbage cans, 
and realize that our life will not 
end if we do not text on our “crack-
berry” everyday, we would feel a 
little less stressed. 

Nature parks 
are not the 
place for 
electronics

What is the point of 
“getting away from 
it all” in a state 
park only to bring 
it “all” with you?

GIRL _ NAMED _ FRED ON FLICKR

Nature parks, like Lincoln Woods State Park in Rhode Island, are sanctuar-
ies for people to get away from the noise of daily life.  Many people still 
bring distracting electronics along with them, distracting other visitors.

By Ashley Haight
STAFF WRITER

Three years ago, Merck launched 
a $12-million marketing cam-
paign, and cervical cancer and 
HPV turned into the new epidemic 
women needed to protect them-
selves against. Many of my friends 
have been talked into getting the 
vaccine by their doctors, but I re-
fuse. 

There are multiple problems 
regarding the Gardasil campaign:  
medical professionals are ques-
tioning the drug’s safety now that 
it may be approved for men, the 
drug is mandated in certain states 
for girls’ school admittance, it is 
marketed to girls at too young of 
an age, and not enough factual evi-
dence is given to female patients 
about the vaccine. 

Currently, Gardasil is the 
only vaccine that protects against 
four strands of the human papil-
lomavirus (HPV), the highest oc-
curring sexually transmitted infec-
tion, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). Gardasil was approved to 
be administered to young women 
ages 9-26 in 2006. 

HPV causes genital warts and 
can lead to cervical cancer in wom-
en, which affects 10,000 American 
women a year, killing about 3,700, 
according to a Washington Post ar-
ticle last month. For males, the vi-
rus causes 7,500 cases of cancer a 
year, with about 1,000 deaths, and 
causes 250,000 new cases of geni-
tal warts a year.

Merck is now trying to get 
Gardasil approved for boys and 
men. Merck performed a study 
testing the drug in men, in which 
it was proven safe. Merck will take 
the vaccine before the CDC later 
this year to get approval. 

There are several arguments 
against men taking the vaccine 

though. One is the fear that the drug 
is not safe enough. Several medical 
professionals have brought up that 
the drug has not been around long 
enough to study long-term side ef-
fects. If this is the case, why are we 
still letting young girls and women 
take the drug?

In the Washington Post ar-
ticle, one parent said he was wor-
ried about giving the vaccine to his 
sons because of the safety of the 
drug. The father “worries that Gar-
dasil has not been studied enough 
to know that it is safe and effective 
for his 9-year-old son.”

The safety of the drug had 
not been questioned until it was 
suggested that boys use it. What 
about the quarter of American 
girls ages 13-17 who have already 
taken the drug and those who are 
required to take the drug entering 
middle school? 

Texas, Washington, D.C., and 
Virginia require girls 11-13 to get 
the HPV vaccine in order to attend 
school, but how can a state man-
date an inoculation that has not 
been around long enough to study 
long-term side effects? This should 
be a personal decision, not a state 
one.

Another argument is that 
administering the drug to teenag-
ers would make them more likely 
to have sex. HPV was never a sig-
nifi cant medical concern of teenag-
ers and is not a deciding factor of 
whether teens are going to have sex 
or not. It is not going to encourage 
any more unsafe sex practices than 
those that already occur. 

There is another option for 
protecting against HPV–safe sex 
practices. If the United States is 
so worried about teenagers get-
ting STDs and STIs, sex education 
should be taught in schools and 
teenagers should be advised to use 
condoms, which would signifi cant-
ly curb the spread of HPV.

Some of the controversy in 
approving the drug for men has 
been because HPV is considered a 
woman’s problem. 

Part of the problem with 
this vaccine is that Merck’s $125-
million marketing campaign made 
$1.5 billion from the drug in 2007. 
Merck is not marketing at such a 
high rate to protect people though, 
it is doing it to make money.  

Women are the ones targeted 
in this campaign, because, as usu-
al, sexual safety is up to women. 
Merck is not providing adequate 
information for patients though, 
and many women and girls are not 
educated. 

Girls and women are sup-
posed to receive the vaccination 
every fi ve years, according to an 
article in The Washington Times. 
It takes 10-15 years for HPV to 
become cervical cancer and the 
average age that women are diag-
nosed with cervical cancer is 47.  
This means women are contracting 
HPV in their 30s. A vaccine at 13 is 
not going to protect you at 30, but 
the Gardasil marketing campaign 
has missed this point.

The CDC will be meeting 
several more times this year to 
determine if the vaccine can be 
administered to boys. If it is safe 
enough for women, it should be 
safe enough for men, and if it is 
not, Merck needs to pull the vac-
cine entirely. Plus, if men can get 
a vaccine to stop spreading the vi-
rus, why aren’t they?

If you are seriously consider-
ing getting the vaccine, make sure 
you educate yourself on HPV and 
Gardasil.  Don’t just believe every-
thing that is in the Gardasil ads. 
Do some research and ask friends 
who may have gotten the vaccine. I 
would suggest talking to your doc-
tor, but Merck is paying doctors to 
promote the vaccine, so they will 
probably give you a biased opin-
ion.

Gardasil ads mislead young women

To the editor:

Last month, comments that I made at a CAS Faculty Meeting–comments that refl ected poorly on me and on 
Simmons College –were published in The Voice. I have delayed in writing this public apology to President Dri-
nan until after I could apologize to her in person. She was, as usual, incredibly gracious when we met. I do not 
believe that President Drinan was being dishonest, and I am sorry for having made such a comment. Although I 
take serious issue with some of the Board’s decisions in the last fi ve years, my concerns about the Board are no 
excuse for my heated remarks. In fact, that kind of invective is counterproductive. We cannot expect to succeed 
in dealing with the many challenges currently facing institutions of higher education generally, and Simmons in 
particular, without working constructively and collaboratively. Doing so requires treating others with trust and 
respect; a tenet that I, to my personal embarrassment, did not live up to. I look forward to working productively 
with President Drinan in the coming years as we confront Simmons’s many challenges.

Geoffrey F.W. Turner
Associate Professor of Psychology
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Smevans takes the gold!

By Hannah Morrow
The annual Simmons Cup took place, April 25 on the Residence Campus. Simmons Cup is the fi nal event in the year-
long competition between residence halls, organized with the help of the Residence Housing Association. Events includ-
ed a three-legged race, dodge ball, a sack race, a pie-eating contest, a Skip-It competition, and tug of war. Members from 
each hall joined in the festivities on the quad dressed in their hall-themed T-shirts to compete in the events and cheer on 
fellow team members.  At the end of the day, Smevans (Smith and Evans Halls) won the Simmons Cup. After the festivi-
ties, students enjoyed the beautiful weather with a barbeque on the quad.
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