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Simmons 
seniors give 
back before 
graduation
By Traci Farrell
STAFF WRITER

Commencement is only a little 
over a month away, but seniors—
including the Class Council and 
the Class Gift Committee—are as 
busy as ever.

With a goal of $3,500 and 30 
percent participation, or 135 se-
niors, the Senior Class Gift Com-
mittee has been encouraging the 
Class of 2009 to make a donation 
toward the class gift.

“The senior class gift is a 
great way to give back to a com-
munity which has given you so 
much,” said Catalina Rojo, Com-
mittee chair.

So far, 25 donors have given 
to the campaign, yielding $930 and 
5.5 percent class participation.

“The important thing is not 
how much a senior can give, but 
just that they have participated 
in the idea of giving back to the 
school,” said Jessica Kowalski, 
president of the Class of 2009.

In a challenge to the Class 
of 2009, seniors are encouraged to 
“do better than the class of 2008 
and be number 1!” according to an 
e-mail from the committee.

The Class of 2008 raised 
$3,293 last year through donations 
from 99 people, or 22 percent of the 
class.  If the Class of 2009 reaches 
its goal, the Alumnae Association 
will donate $2,009 toward the class 
gift, according to Kowalski.

In an effort to increase dona-
tions, the campaign has introduced 
the “Make your gift . . . and get a 
gift” incentive.  Seniors who do-
nate before April 15 will be entered 
to win the Senior Week raffl e, and 
those who give before May 12 will 
be entered to win an iPod shuffl e.

The class gift goes toward 
the Simmons Fund, which “helps 
to subsidize nearly a quarter of 
every student’s education,” ac-
cording to the Simmons Web site.  
Because tuition and fees cover 
only 77 percent of the students’ 
education, each student receives a 

“silent scholarship” from the Col-
lege, which comes from the Sim-
mons Fund.

While the Senior Class Gift 
Committee solicits donations, the 
2009 Class Council is preparing 
for traditional events such as Se-
nior Week and the Senior/Faculty 
Banquet.  Senior Week events will 
include a day trip around Boston, 
the Commencement Ball on May 
13, and a barbecue, among other 
activities.

“We are also working with the 
Alumnae Relations who are plan-
ning the Senior Wine and Cheese,” 
Kowalski said.  The event will be 
May 12 at the Prudential Center’s 
Skywalk Observatory.

The Senior/Faculty Banquet, 
which will be in Bartol Hall on 
April 22, is highly anticipated by 
seniors, according to Kowalski.

“I remember my freshman 
year hearing seniors talk about 
the Banquet and thinking that it 
seemed so far away,” Kowalski 
said.  “It certainly crept up a lot 
quicker than I could ever imag-
ine.”

“I remember my 
freshman year 
hearing seniors 

talk about the Ban-
quet and thinking 
that it seemed so 
far away. It cer-
tainly crept up a 
lot quicker than I 

could ever 
imagine.”

 
~JESSICA KOWALSKI,

CLASS OF 2009, PRESIDENT

By Amanda Gross
STAFF WRITER

Chatter and laughter bounced off 
the walls of C-101 Wednesday as 
nearly 70 friends, family members, 
colleagues, and students, past and 
present, gathered to hear the fi nal 
remarks of beloved English profes-
sor David Gullette.

Gullette, who has been a pro-
fessor of English at Simmons for 42 
years, was serenaded with cheers 
and applause as he walked into the 
room to deliver his fi nal lecture be-
fore he retired from teaching. 

His wife, Margaret, was glee-
fully snapping photos and chatting 
with his colleagues from vari-
ous disciplines –art, philosophy, 
French, Spanish, nursing, and of 
course, English. 

Gullette’s oval shaped glasses 
sat characteristically on the end of 
his nose as he quieted the cheering 
crowd and prepared to begin his 
theatrical lecture.

“I love you, David,” com-
munications professor Bob White 
called out as Gullette took his place 
before the group.

“I love you too, Bob,” Gul-
lette said. “And now it’s out.”

Gullette began by expressing 
his deep fondness for Simmons as 
an institution. 

“Simmons has –despite its 

COURTNEY ANDERSON AND MEREDITH BLAKE

Class of 2009 School of Social Work students presented work they completed through the Urban Leadership Pro-
gram at the Leadership Project Showcase on Tuesday.

ups and downs–an enduring sweet-
ness and civility,” he said.

He went on to give an an-
notated outline of his career as a 
“teacher, writer, and activist” at 
Simmons.

Beginning at his inception 
at Simmons in the fall of 1967, 
Gullette mocked his young self’s 
“particularly unsufferable case of 
Harvard-bred self-admiration,” 
explaining how he had always 
thought he lived a “charmed life, 
lucky in so many ways.”

“Did I doubt I deserved the 
job at Simmons?” he asked. “Of 
course not. Was Simmons good 
enough for me? Oh, no doubt it 
would do until something better 
–something more Ivy-Leaguish–
came along.”

Gullette explained that his 
career at Simmons humbled him.

“Under the increasing infl u-
ence of radical feminism, critical 
race theory, and Democratic So-
cialism, I’ve come to realize how 
much of what I used to call “luck” 
has in fact been perk after perk of 
easy unearned privilege,” he said.

He attributed his loss of “snot-
ty certainty” to his “accomplished 
and stimulating colleagues” and 
inspiring students at Simmons.

Gullette recalled several 
stand-out memories at Simmons, 
including having lunch with his 

wife and John Updike in the Fens, 
having drinks with James Baldwin 
in the original Special Functions 
Room, and “falling in love with 
Maya Angelou in C-103 when she 
told the packed house of students 
to turn off their TVs and read John 
Donne.”

Gullette also recalled being 
at Simmons during the “watershed 
year” of 1968, the day Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. was shot, weep-
ing with guest speaker and famous 
beat poet Brother Antoninus at a 
community grief meeting in what 
is now the Linda K. Paresky Con-
ference Center.

While at Simmons, Gullette 
taught courses in Shakespeare, 
Modern Irish literature, and James 
Joyce, as well as various writing 
courses. He held many positions at 
Simmons, including, but not lim-
ited to: the director of the drama 
program, head of the English de-
partment, adviser for Sidelines, the 
College’s literary and art maga-
zine, and creator and head of the 
travel course “InterDisciplinary 
Studies 228: Service Learning in 
Nicaragua.”

Professor gives fi nal lecture

PROFESSOR see page 2
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This program, he said, is one 
that he feels is very important at 
Simmons. 

“I hope the College keeps the 
Nicaragua program going,” he said 
in an interview. “That’s the bottom 
line.”

Gullette’s links to Nicaragua 
began in 1986, when a friend, an 
Episcopal priest, invited him to 
“check out that revolution of theirs, 
the one full of liberation theol-
ogy priests,” he said. This invite 
changed his life forever, he said. 

He went on to write three 
books on Nicaragua, supported by 
grants from Simmons, and became 
“an avid Central America buff,” he 
said. 

Gullette’s work in Nicaragua 
progressed when he began work-
ing with the Newton/San Juan del 
Sur Sister City Project, founded 
in 1988. The project, based out of 
Newton, Mass., focuses on public 
health and education projects in 
San Juan del Sur, Nicaragua. 

Since then, Gullette has re-
turned to Nicaragua every January 
to volunteer, “like an oriole or an 
iguana to the blossoming madero 
trees,” he said. 

Out of this organization blos-
somed the travel course at Sim-
mons, in which eligible physical 
therapy and nursing students spend 
two and a half weeks in Nicaragua 
each January. The students study 
topics such as literacy, liberation, 
water and the politics of healthcare, 
alternative models of economic de-
velopment, and gender equality, 
Gullette said. They culminate their 
studies with homestays, fi eldwork, 
and volunteering while in Nicara-
gua.

Outside of Simmons, Gul-
lette’s accomplishments are just 
as numerous. He was part of the 
editorial core of Ploughshares, an 
award-winning literary magazine 
now based out of Emerson College. 
Gullette continued to contribute to 
the magazine through poems and 
short stories.

Gullette–known for his the-
atrical personality and passion for 
the theater–wrote, directed, and 
acted in various plays and perfor-
mances throughout Boston during 
his career at Simmons. 

Gullette concluded his lec-
ture by questioning what “teaching 
English” truly means. 

“I would say that in the broad-
est sense, our discipline teaches 
you how to read–and not just po-
etry, fi ction, and drama, but to read 

widely in a variety of texts–histo-
ry, economics, social theory, medi-
cine, public health, environmental 
studies, pedagogy, appropriate 
technology, and all other sorts of 
thinking-and-reading-outside-the-
box,” Gullette said. “To read all the 
complexity of our globalized hu-
man family.”

Quoting Paulo Freire, a Bra-
zilian educator and theorist, Gul-
lette said, “We need to learn how 
to read not just the word, but how 
to read the world.”

“In that sense, I’d say that all 
sorts of vigorous thinkers, all over 
the intellectual map, are honorary 
‘English majors.’”

Gullette thanked all of his 
students for their “boundless en-
ergy and curiosity” that has been 
“infectious and life-giving,” along 
with his colleagues and Simmons 
alumnae, as the audience stood and 
applauded.

The lecture was followed by 
a reception in the Kotzen Meeting 
Center, where the audience con-
vened once again to celebrate with 
the guest of honor and refl ect on 
his speech.

“It was a remarkably com-
prehensive memory of 42 years at 
Simmons,” President Helen Drinan 
said. “It was lovely.”

“I thought it was pitch per-
fect,” said Renee Bergland, profes-
sor of English.

White said that he was “very 
happy” when Gullette “professed 
his love” for him, and reminisced 
about Christmas concerts at Sim-
mons where he and Gullette would 
read  together. “He was always an 
inspiration to me,” White said.

Gullette’s past students 
thanked him for his contribution to 
their education.

“He showed me that I didn’t 
have to choose between being an 
English major and political activ-
ism,” said Kaitlin Buckley, an edu-
cation graduate student who trav-
eled to Nicaragua with Gullette 
in January. “He’s a great asset to 
Simmons.”

Margaret, however happy at 
the celebrations, expressed her ex-
citement for her husband’s retire-
ment.

“Some wives say ‘I married 
him for better or for worse, but not 
for lunch,’” she said. “But I’m re-
ally glad to have him home more.”

Gullette’s own feelings on his 
retirement are bittersweet, he said, 
as he hopes for the continuation of 
his Nicaragua legacy.

“I just hope these aren’t my 
last words.” 

Corrections:
Page 2: 

The article “Hillel teaches story behind religious holiday” by Amber 
Wilmot in the March 26 issue incorrectly stated the following:

That the Jewish holiday of Purim, or feast of lots, means “a lot.” 
Also, the article incorrectly stated that over 180 students, faculty, 

and staff attended this year’s carnival–a huge increase from last year. 
Last year 250 people attended the carnival.

The article also stated that four MCC classes attended the event. 
There were fi ve MCC class who attended.

The article incorrectly stated that over fi ve dozen batches of 
cookies were made for the event. Over 25 dozen hamantaschen cook-
ies were made for the event.

The article also misspelled Student Coordinator Stephanie Ru-
binstein’s name.

The photos for the article were incorrectly attributed to Amber 
Wilmot. The photos were provided by the Purim Carnival photo al-
bum.

Panel discusses being “Queer 
in America”
By Meredith Blake
STAFF WRITER

Simmons graduate student Stepha-
nie Byng hosted a panel, discussion, 
and movie screening for “Queer in 
America” April 3 in North Hall. 
The panel discussed topics ranging 
from preferred terminology to the 
media’s portrayal of lesbian, gay, 
and bisexual relationships.

“Growing up in Ohio, being 
Catholic and being a gay kid, in a 
family that was Italian and Polish, 
I didn’t have a language for what 
I was,” said graduate student Joe 
James. “I just knew I liked boys. 
I had to really grow into what my 
sexuality was and really come to a 
point where I could just claim it.” 
James has been married to his hus-
band for four years and said that 
although he chooses to identify 
as “gay,” he likes that idea of the 
word “queer” because it gives him 
a larger alliance. 

Undergraduate student 
Emma Lemire has been in a rela-
tionship with her boyfriend for six 
years, but chooses to not identify at 
all or to identify as queer.

“I’m really starting to view 
sexuality and gender on a fl uid, 
sliding scale,” Lemire said. “Our 
society prescribes that there’s this 
line and that there’s heterosexual 
and homosexual, and you are one 
or the other. These are socially 
constructed categories that I don’t 
think any of us completely fi t in. I 
am at the point where I don’t really 
want to identify at all.”

Junior Quinn Retmier said, 
“I would say that probably if I had 
to put numbers to it that I’m 80 per-
cent straight and 20 percent gay. 
I’ve been in a couple of friendships 
with women here that I could’ve 
seen myself dating, but I’ve never 
done it before. I consider myself 
straight right now.”

Northeastern University 
graduate student and Dix Hall Res-
ident Director Ashley Boltrusheck 
also uses the word “queer” to de-
scribe her sexuality.

“Typically I will refer to my-
self as queer just to point out the 
differences between lesbian and 
gay as an interchangeable term that 
people use,” she said.

One audience member men-
tioned that she has decided not to 
have children, and Boltrusheck 

pointed out that this decision actu-
ally makes her queer, because the 
word can be used to label anyone 
who chooses not to conform to 
what is considered heteronorma-
tive society. 

The panel discussed how liv-
ing in a more liberal part of the 
country changes the way people 
react when they hear that someone 
identifi es as something other than 
heterosexual. 

“In Ohio I’m very different, 
but in Massachusetts and Boston, 
I’m part of the mainstream now,” 
James said.

The panel also talked about 
whether or not the growing num-
ber of television shows like Tila 
Tequila, The L Word, and Grey’s 
Anatomy, who feature people who 
identify as gay, lesbian, or bisexual 
in a highly sexualized way is a step 
forward or backward for the op-
pressed community.  

James said that even if the 
portrayal is negative, it is a step 
forward for the queer community 
because teenagers are able to see 
people who identify the same way 
they do on television. He pointed 
out that heterosexual teenagers get 
to see shows that feature charac-
ters who have sexual identities that 
they can relate to on Gossip Girl 
and The Hills all the time.

“I wouldn’t settle for that,” 

said Lemire. “My problem with 
shows like Tila Tequila, although 
there certainly needs to be rep-
resentation of all orientations in 
pop culture, is that I think we live 
in a capitalist society and when 
capitalist societies and people who 
are trying to make money see op-
pressed groups who are gaining 
a voice . . . I think that we com-
modify very small aspects of that 
oppressed group’s identity to make 
money off it.”

 Retmier agreed and said that 
she fi nds it frustrating that televi-
sion shows seem to cycle in char-
acters that are gay or lesbian. She 
used the example of Grey’s Anat-

omy that lost one lesbian character 
and quickly added another to the 
cast.  

“There’s never just a doctor 
who’s a lesbian, there’s a doctor 
who’s a lesbian who’s having this 
hot steamy relationship, so that the 
show gets viewers,” she said. 

Boltrusheck said that al-
though Tila Tequila is an embar-
rassment to see on television, 
“there are plenty of heterosexual 
people that are portrayed in the 
media that would make me embar-
rassed to be straight.”

“I didn’t have a 
language for what 
I was. I just knew I 
liked boys. I had to

really grow into 
what my sexual-

ity was and really 
come to a point 

where I could just 
claim it.”

 
~JOE JAMES

GRADUATE STUDENT, CLASS OF 
2009

PROFESSOR
continued from page 1
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NOTEWORTHY 
NEWS
Russia keeps some troops in Georgia, defying deal

Russian troops continue to be stationed in Georgian territory that 
the Kremlin agreed to vacate as part of a formal cease-fi re agree-
ment. Russia has used attack helicopters and tanks in areas that 
were left unoccupied before the war. Under the treaty, the military 
forces on both sides were to return to the positions they held be-
fore the war. European leaders have been reluctant to confront Rus-
sia about the obvious problem, and, instead, have appeared to will-
ingly accept the end of violence as a signifi cant step. This sustained 
Russian presence has been brought to light at a critical time, since 
the Obama administration is currently promising to restore the rela-
tionship with Russia and explore a new treaty on nuclear weapons. 

Brazil’s president nicked by slump

As Brazil’s unemployment rate rises and its industry slows President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva may be losing some of his previously im-
measurable popularity. As controversy swarms, his comments about 
the state of the economy, namely one that blamed “white people with 
blue eyes” for the problem, is showing a surprising dip in his approval 
ratings. If the economy continues down this path, it could have nega-
tive effects on the candidacy of his chosen successor, Dilma Rousseff.  
Critics now say that his task is to show the major countries that Brazil 
is a viable power, without handing them too much of the blame for 
the global situation, which has proven diffi cult for him in recent inter-
views. da Silva stated that the economic crisis was caused by “the ir-
rational behavior of white people with blue eyes, who before seemed to 
know everything, and now have shown that they don’t know anything.” 

Thailand government faces growing opposition

In less than four months, Thailand’s new and fragile government 
faces internal pressure from former Prime Minister, Thaksin Sina-
watra. Sinawatra’s power lost control in December, but his allies are 
hoping to regain power in light of the contagious economic drought. 
Recently, opposition has been able to congregate as many as 30,000 
demonstrators at the current prime minister’s offi ce. Many lower 
class Thai citizens see Sinawatra as a competent leader, especially 
in light of the failing economy, which is hitting them particularly 
hard.  At a recent rally he told the crowd, “The way out of this cri-
sis is to let the people choose someone who is competent enough to 
lead the country and solve the economic problems. If you can’t fi nd 
someone competent enough, I’m willing to come back and do it.” 

Signs of hope emerging despite Mugabe’s gloom 

After years of unquantifi able failure, Zimbabwe is fi nally showing 
signs of budding accomplishment. Minister of Education David Coltart 
has achieved some success, such as getting teachers back to work. This 
achievement could be short-lived if Western nations do not offer billions 
of dollars to rebuild the failing nation warns Zimbabwe’s President Rob-
ert Mugabe. This poses a diffi cult question to these Western nations: 
how to give money to Zimbabwe without further lining Mugabe’s pock-
ets? Donors have said they want to see the release of all political pris-
oners, sensible economic policies implemented, the restoration of free 
press, and the end of the seizure of white farmland, before any money 
changes hands.  Also, oppositional politicians are sensing that the end 
is near for Mugabe. The political climate is palpably different, and in 
this case, that possibility holds a future worth waiting for, something 
that the Zimbabwean people haven’t seen for almost three decades. 

Information from www.nytimes.com and compiled by Maria Costigan. 

WWW.DAYLIFE.COM/ PHOTO/02ZWGOC0902VC

By Jenifer Loven
(C) AP 2009

BAGHDAD (AP)–Cheered wildly 
by U.S. troops, President Barack 
Obama fl ew unannounced into Iraq 
on Tuesday and promptly declared 
it was time for Iraqis to “take re-
sponsibility for their country” af-
ter America’s commitment of six 
years and thousands of lives.

“You have given Iraq the op-
portunity to stand on its own as a 
democratic country,” the president 
said as he made a brief inspection 
of a war he opposed as a candidate 
and now vows to end as command-
er in chief. “That is an extraordi-
nary achievement.”

A total of 4,265 U.S. troops 
have lost their lives in Iraq since 
March 2003, and Obama said 
American forces had “performed 
brilliantly . . . under enormous 
strain.”

“It is time for us to transition 
to the Iraqis,” he said as an esti-
mated 600 troops cheered. “They 
need to take responsibility for their 
country.”

Obama also met with Iraqi 
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, 
who said afterward that he had 
“assured the president that all the 
progress that has been made in the 
security area will continue.”

Obama said he had “strongly 
encouraged” the Iraqi leader to take 
steps to unite political factions, in-
cluding integrating Sunnis into the 
government and security forces.

Obama fl ew into Iraq shroud-
ed by secrecy and was shielded by 
heavy security from the moment 
he stepped off a gleaming white 
and blue Air Force One.

The plane touched down a 

few hours after a car bombing in a 
Shiite neighborhood of the capital 
city punctuated a recent surge in 
violence in the war-ravaged coun-
try. Many thousands of Iraqis have 
died in the six years of war in addi-
tion to the American losses.

Obama spoke favorably of 
political progress but also ex-
pressed concern that recent gains 
could deteriorate with the upcom-
ing national elections.

“It’s important for us to use 
all of our infl uence to encourage 
the parties to resolve these issues 
in ways that are equitable. I think 
that my presence here can help do 
that,” he said.

Obama wore a business suit 
as he descended the steps of his 
plane after a fl ight from Turkey. He 
shook hands with Gen. Ray Odier-
no, the top U.S. commander in the 
country, then stepped into an SUV 
for a brief ride to Camp Victory, 
the main American military base 
in Iraq.

Under gray skies, the motor-
cade rolled past troops standing at 
attention. “It was wonderful to see 
the troops out there,” Obama said. 
“I’m so grateful, they put their 
heart and souls into it.”

Inside a marble palace, he 
was interrupted repeatedly with 
cheers from the troops.

“I love you,” someone in 
the crowd shouted out. I love you 
back,” the commander in chief re-
plied. Scores of troops held digital 
cameras above their heads, snap-
ping pictures and recording video 
of a day they would long remem-
ber.

Aides decided to scrap plans 
for a helicopter ride to the heavily 

fortifi ed Green Zone a few miles 
away, but attributed the decision to 
poor visibility rather than security 
concerns.

En route to Baghdad, White 
House press secretary Robert 
Gibbs said Obama chose Iraq rath-
er than Afghanistan for a war-zone 
visit in part because it was near 
Turkey and also because progress 
“lies in political solutions.”

“We spend a lot of time try-
ing to get Afghanistan right, but I 
think it is important for people to 
know that there is still a lot of work 
to do here,” Obama said.

Obama’s visit came at the 
conclusion of a long overseas trip 
that included economic and NATO 
summits in Europe and two days in 
Turkey.

Shortly before leaving Tur-
key, the president held out Iraq as 
an example of the change he seeks 
in policies inherited from former 
President George W. Bush.

“Moving the ship of state 
takes time,” he told a group of 
students in Istanbul. He noted his 
long-standing opposition to the 
war, yet said, “Now that we’re 
there,” the U.S. troop withdrawal 
has to be done “in a careful enough 
way that we don’t see a collapse 
into violence.”

In offi ce only 11 weeks, 
Obama has already announced 
plans to withdraw most U.S. com-
bat troops on a 19-month timetable. 
The drawdown is to begin slowly, 
so American forces can provide 
security for Iraqi elections, then 
accelerate in 2010. As many as 
50,000 troops are expected to re-
main in the country at the end of 
the 19 months to perform counter-
terrorism duties.

Obama tells troops Iraq must take over

By Elizabeth A. Kennedy
(C) AP 2009

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP)–For the 
fi rst three months of 2009, Soma-
lia’s notorious pirates faded from 
the headlines as a massive inter-
national naval force moved in, and 
many observers thought the pirates 
were running scared.

Not so fast: the pirates have 
hijacked at least fi ve vessels since 
Saturday.

Using a new strategy, they are 
operating further away from war-
ships patrolling the Gulf of Aden. 
And they no longer have to contend 
with the choppy waters that always 
plague the seas off Somalia in the 
early part of the year.

That has allowed the sea ban-
dits to come back in force–seizing 
fi ve vessels over a 72-hour period.

“We’re going to end up prob-
ably playing a cat-and-mouse 
game in the next six months,” said 
Graeme Gibbon Brooks, who di-
rects a British maritime itelligence 
service. 

The lull in successful major 
attacks was partly because the pi-
rates found it harder to strike inside 
the Gulf of Aden, where warships 
from the United States, China, 
France, India, and elsewhere have 
concentrated their efforts to pro-
tect one of the world’s most impor-
tant shipping routes.

Now, analysts say, the pirates 
have moved many of their opera-
tions further south, targeting ships 

as they come out of the Mozam-
bique Channel.

The pirates received tens of 
millions of dollars in ransom pay-
ments with high-profi le seizures 
last year that included a Saudi oil 
tanker and a Ukrainian ship loaded 
with tanks, both of which were 
later released.

But while the gunmen seized 
nearly 38 percent of the vessels 
they targeted in 2008, their success 
rate in the fi rst two months of 2009 
plummeted to about 13 percent. 
The fi ve attacks since Saturday 
show a new strategy–they are mov-
ing further out to sea and down the 
Somali coast.

But one analyst at a private 
security fi rm says the international 
patrols are poorly coordinated.

He pointed to a recent case 
where one of the security com-
pany’s guards escorting a vessel 
did not see a warship for over 100 
miles and then came across three 
at once.

Cmdr. Jane Campbell of 
the Bahrain-based U.S. 5th Fleet, 
which monitors piracy in the Gulf 
of Aden, said “international navies 
alone will never be the complete 
solution to piracy.”

Still, the international patrols 
have been a strong deterrent, said 
Cmdr. Gerry Northwood, the head 
of operations for the European 
Union’s anti-piracy task force.

“The number of ships hi-
jacked at the moment is .001 per-

cent of the total number of ships 
going through,” he told the BBC. 
“Now clearly if you go through that 
corridor...there is a risk that you 
might come under attack. But the 
measures we’ve put in place and 
the protective measures that we’ve 
encouraged the merchant shipping 
to adopt have defi nitely had a sig-
nifi cant effect.”

The pirates are trained fi ght-
ers who frequently dress in mili-
tary fatigues and use speedboats 
equipped with satellite phones and 
GPS equipment. They are typically 
armed with automatic weapons, 
anti-tank rocket launchers and var-
ious types of grenades. Far out to 
sea, their speedboats operate from 
larger mother ships.

Most hijackings end with 
million-dollar payouts. Piracy is 
considered the biggest money-
maker in Somalia, a country that 
has had no stable government for 
decades. Roger Middleton, a pi-
racy expert at the London-based 
think-tank Chatham House, said 
pirates raked in up to $80 million 
in ransoms last year.

The U.S. Navy and other na-
tions have international authority 
to battle pirates in the open seas 
and come to the aid of vessels un-
der attack. But they have been sty-
mied over how to respond to ships 
under pirate control, fearing an all-
out assault could endanger crew 
members held hostage.

Somali pirates back in action, 
seize fi ve ships 

Current Prime Minister of Thailand Abhisit Vejjajiva gives a speech at his 
initiation ceremony in December 2008.
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By Jen Stallings
STAFF WRITER

Next time you walk through your 
local produce section, pay atten-
tion to the varying colors of fruits 
and vegetables. The green, orange, 
white, and purple hues are provid-
ed by pigments in the chloroplasts 
of produce. 

When photosynthesis takes 
place in the chloroplasts of plants, 
sunlight is turned into energy. This 
energy is necessary for seeds to 
grow. The colors of these fruits 
aren’t just for eye appeal. The pig-
ments actually contribute nutrients 
that perform various functions in 
the human body. 

Vitamin A, for example, is 
found in red- and yellow-orange- 
colored fruits and vegetables. Vi-
sion, gene transcription, growth, 
and development all depend on this 
vitamin.

Publications by the Food and 
Nutrition Board of the Institute of 
Medicine classify retinoids’ func-

tion in vision. Retinol, a retinoid, 
is converted to retinal. In the eye, 
nerve signals are sent to the brain 
via the optic nerve. These conver-
sions of light are part of a cycle 
necessary for vision. 

Another function of retinoids 
is the conversion to retinoic acid. 
Growth and development, known 
as gene transcription, occur when 
retinal is again converted, this time 
to retinoic acid. On a microscopic 
level, DNA receptors interact with 
retinoic acid. Here, DNA transcrip-
tion occurs, creating a sequence of 
genes. Inherited traits, such as eye 
color, result from this complicated 
process. The formation of proteins 
necessary for biological function 
also depends on this process. 

Vitamin A also exists as car-
otenoids. Carotenoids contribute 
beta-carotene, the yellow-orange 
pigments of plants. Carotenoids 
are absorbed in the intestine at a 
high percentage, 70-90 percent, 
according to the Institute of Medi-
cine. Beta-carotene acts as an anti-
oxidant. Free radicals exist in the 

everyday environment from air 
pollution or smoke and cause dam-
age in cells. These are not danger-
ous and small amounts are needed 
for bodily function. However, ex-
cessive free radicals are damaging 
over time.  Antioxidants eliminate 
the excess free radicals. Many 
fruits and vegetables are abundant 
in antioxidants. 

Vitamin A is a fat-soluble vi-
tamin that is stored for long periods 
of time in the body.  This vitamin is 
found both in produce and animal 
products. Vegetarian and carnivo-
rous diets can provide adequate 
amounts of vitamin A. The Rec-
ommended Dietary Allowances of 
the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) recommends 
700 micrograms (mcg) of vitamin 
A for women 19 years and older 
and 900 mcg for men of the same 
age group. 

The Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans emphasize a health-
ful diet, abundant in unprocessed, 
whole foods as the best source of 
vitamins. Supplements are not rec-
ommended, unless instructed oth-
erwise by a medical professional. 
Supplementing fat-soluble vita-
mins such as vitamin A may re-
sult in a toxic level that can lead to 
health complications. Consuming 
carotenoid-rich foods, however, 
will not result in toxicity because 
absorption decreases with greater 
intake amounts.  

The USDA recommends 
whole eggs, milk, and liver, as 
good sources of the vitamin and 
also a healthy dose of retinol. Vi-
tamin A may be added to fat-free 
foods such as skim milk in a pro-
cess known as fortifi cation. Caro-
toneoids, found in yellow-orange 
produce, are abundant in foods 
such as carrots, cantaloupes, and 

sweet potatoes. Mangoes and apri-
cots are also good sources. 

Fresh produce can be expen-
sive, so dried fruit may be substi-
tuted. Most dried fruit is preserved 
with sulfi tes for longer shelf life. 
For those with sulfi te sensitivities, 
grocery stores such as Trader Joe’s 
and Whole Foods offer unsulfured 
dried fruit. 

Northwestern University re-
search also recommends that foods 
containing vitamin A be eaten 
with a source of healthful fat. The 
biological absorption of vitamin 
A will increase with this addition. 
Nut and plant oils (sunfl ower, olive, 
or canola) are examples of health-
ful fats.

 Effortless ways to increase 

Discover many shades of vitamin A

Shark Sightings
Lacrosse 

at Framingham State
April 11, 11 a.m.

at Emerson
April 16, 5 p.m.

Softball 

at Pine Manor
April 10, 3 p.m.

at Norwich
April 11, 1 p.m.

St. Joseph
April 13, 3 p.m.

Lasell
April 14, 3 p.m.

JEN STALLINGS

Foods bright in color are high in healthy vitamin A. 

absorption include the addition 
of oil when cooking vegetables or 
eating a handful of nuts with dried 
fruit.

Vitamin A is abundant in 
many foods and found in plant and 
animal products. Consuming a bal-
anced diet of unprocessed foods, 
produce, and lean animal products 
is a great way to increase vitamin 
intake. 

The array of frozen, fresh, or 
dried produce in your local food-
market can provide nutrients nec-
essary for biological function. 

CARROTS

BROCCOLI 
SPINACH 

ROMAINE LETTUCE

CUCUMBERS

GRAPEFRUIT

WATERMELON

MANGO

CANTALOUPE

SKIM MILK

SWEET POTATOES

CELERY 
TOMATOES

Look for these foods 
rich in vitamin A:

AMANDA WEAVER

Vegetables contain antioxidants that rid your body of free radicals.

All of these foods are rich in Vitamin A. 
According to a study by Northwestern Universi-
ty, women between the ages of 18 and 50 should 
intake 700 mcg/day of vitamin A. To increase 
the nutritional value even more, try boiling or 
cooking these foods before eating. 

make people laugh. tell a story in pictures. create an image in words. 
question the status quo. keep people on their toes. win awards. 

get involved. 

join the simmons voice. 
the possibilities are endless.

6 p.m. Sundays.
arnold hall living room.
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By Amanda Gross
STAFF WRITER

The vegetables in the frying pan 
sizzle and crack as more broth 
fl oods over them with a billowing 
cloud of steam. A white-smocked 
woman with short braids tucked 
into her snug black cap greets the 
students that approach her station 
with a smile that stretches across 
her face and a friendly, familiar 
greeting–“Hey, baby girl.”

Famous for her omelets, stir-
fry, and pleasant company, the 
Bartol Hall chef known as Stella is 
a college-wide celebrity. 

But few people know that 
Estella Jenese Cosby, 28, from 
Mattapan, Mass., is also a mother, 
a skilled basketball player, and 
an avid fan of horror movies and 
books.

Born and raised in New York, 
but with family roots in Augusta, 
Ga., Cosby has lived in Boston for 
nine years. She pursued careers 
in cosmetology and maintenance 
before becoming a cook at Bartol 
Hall, where she works fi ve days a  
week. 

Cosby says it was diffi cult to 
fi nd work in Boston at fi rst because 
her references were in New York 
City. In the summer of 2006, a 
cousin of hers who worked at Bar-
tol recommended her for a job.

“They gave me one shot and 
I’ve been here ever since,” she 
says. Six months before, she was 
shampooing and cutting hair. After 
completing a year-long program in 
cosmetology at Blaine, an Empire 
Beauty School, in downtown Bos-
ton, she worked as a stylist at Mar-

va’s Hair Salon on Tremont Street.
Cosby says she has also been 

employed as a maintenance worker 
at a retirement home and a child-
care provider at a daycare center in 
New York. 

Although she is now a full-
time cook, Cosby’s career in child-
care has not ended. With 8-year-
old daughter Jenese, Cosby is also 
employed as a full-time mom. 

The two enjoy playing bas-
ketball together, a skill and a hobby 
that Cosby says she passed on to 
her daughter. 

Beginning in the seventh  
grade, Cosby played basketball, 
eventually playing on her high 
school’s varsity team. She says her 
true passion is basketball.

“Now in my spare time I take 
my daughter to the park and that’s 
what we do.” 

In addition to basketball, her 
time off is spent watching horror 
movies and reading horror novels, 
she says, naming Darren Shan as 
her favorite author.

“He has the best horror books 
that I’ve read yet,” she says.

Starting as a runner who re-
plenishes the self-serve stations at 
Bartol Hall, Cosby then worked as 
a cashier, and then moved to Quad-
side Café to serve as the daytime 
manager. When Simmons decided 
to close Quadside during the day 
because of slow business, Cosby 
moved to being a cook at Bartol, 
where she has been ever since.

Working mainly at the din-
ing hall’s “Center Stage” station, 
Cosby has also tried out the “Deli,” 
“Granary,” and “Pomodoro” sta-
tions. She sometimes works in the 

back kitchen as a food production 
cook for stations like “3-Square” 
and “Spotlight” and will even vol-
unteer to help out in the Fens Din-
ing Hall and with the school’s ca-
tering services.

“Wherever they need me,” 
she says.

However, she said that she 
likes her position at “Center Stage” 
the best.

“I wouldn’t change that for 
the world,” she says.

Cosby has gained her knowl-
edge of cooking at Bartol by learn-
ing from observation, she says. 

“I’m one of those,” she says. 
“I see what you do, and I can mim-
ic it.” 

Her favorite food is “any kind 
of seafood,” she says. It’s no won-
der that her favorite food to serve is 
the Asian stir-fry and shrimp dish.

However, her favorite food to 
make at home is gumbo.

“It’s a southern dish, and I’m 
not from the South, so the more I 
get to make it, the more I can per-
fect it,” she says. “I want to get it to 
taste like my grandma’s.”

“It’s something you can 
never get bored with because you 
learn something new every day,” 
she says. 

“I like it here,” she says. “I’m 
going to stay here as long as I can. 
I get to see new faces and try new 
things–that’s what keeps me com-
ing back.”

A self-described “people per-
son,” Cosby’s love for her job is 
partially rooted in the people she 
is around. She even convinced her 
younger cousin to apply to Sim-
mons, she says. 

“Most of the students are 
cool,” she says. “I like most of 
them–but every now and then there 
are the ones with the attitude.”

Still, Cosby said she wouldn’t 
change a thing.

“Every day is interesting,” 
she says. “From the staff to the stu-
dents.”

She says she has developed 

friendships with other Bartol em-
ployees and that they get together 
outside of work. And Cosby has 
even befriended the students.

“Some students I’ve done 
the whole four years with–they’re 
my real buddies,” she says. “You 
know, I’m gonna cry when you all 
graduate.”

Cosby is a mother, stylist, and cook

AMANDA GROSS

Cosby has worked as a cook at Bartol Hall for the past three years.

She is Simmons: Haight mixes communica-
tions experience with nonprofi t work 
By Maria Costigan
STAFF WRITER

Athlete. Editor. Writer. Scholar.  
Senior Ashley Haight has accom-
plished quite a bit in her four years 
at Simmons. 

While she exudes confi dence 
and knowledge, Haight is clearly a 
sponge for learning experiences. 
Her course load alone would make 
most students shudder, but she 
would not have it any other way. 

Haight will graduate with 
two majors, Communications 
Public Relations/Marketing and 
Women’s and Gender Studies and 
two minors, English, and Commu-
nications Writing, a feat even for 
the ambitious Simmons student. 
Though she entered the school 
with intentions of majoring in Eng-
lish and Psychology, an interest in 
media and gender portrayals has 
steered her toward her future de-
gree. 

“Second semester freshman 
year I was taking my MCC course 
which was ‘Surviving Thriving 
Adolescence,’ a women’s stud-
ies course and a communications 
course at the same time,” says 
Haight.  “I decided that I wanted 
to study communications, but I 
also liked the women’s studies part 
because it gave me a focus within 
communications.” 

When she graduates, Haight 

hopes to use both of these concepts 
and apply them to nonprofi t orga-
nizations that have heart, but not 
necessarily polished advertising or 
marketing skills. 

“I want to work with non-
profi ts that maybe haven’t gotten as 
much attention as they deserve and 
take the tactics that big companies 
and corporations use and apply 
them to the smaller organizations,” 
she says. 

This semester, Haight has 
been an intern at the Center for 
New Words in Cambridge, a non-
profi t organization that focuses on 
women in media. The Center re-
cently hosted a conference called 
WAM! (Women, Action, and the 
Media) that focused on getting at-
tention for deserving women’s sto-
ries and fi lms. 

Back at Simmons, Haight is 
a devoted member of The Simmons 
Voice staff. As a Copy Editor, she 
reads the entire paper to make sure 
that it is ready for print. Although 
she has only worked on the staff for 
one year, she is an integral and es-
sential member of the team. 

Through preparation for a 
travel course to South Africa that 
she will take this summer, Haight 
discovered a desire to write, and 
through other journalism courses, 
became involved with The Voice. 

While in South Africa, 
Haight and other students taking 

the course will experience the cul-
ture and draw upon their experi-
ences while writing journalistic 
and informative pieces, mostly in 
the form of feature stories. She 
sees this as a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience that, this summer, she 
will fi nally have time to complete. 

Haight was only one of three 
people from her high school in Ma-
con, Georgia to move out of state. 
Now, four years later, she is pleased 
to call Boston home, proving her 
adaptability and willingness to 
take chances, even if she does not 
admit it herself. 

“Coming in my fi rst and sec-
ond year, I was nervous about get-
ting involved, I didn’t really know 
how to go about it,” she says. 

After learning from those 
experiences, she urges fi rst–years 
to not be afraid to branch out from 
what they are comfortable with. 

Haight gets further interac-
tion with new and future Simmons 
students through her work in the 
Offi ce of Undergraduate Admis-
sion. Since her sophomore year, 
she has worked as a student am-
bassador and personal intern for 
Janet Ferrari, associate director of 
Admissions. 

Haight “is  loyal, dedicated, 
and hard working. I don’t know if 
I’ve ever met a student who is such 
a hard worker,” says Ferrari. “She 
is always up to a challenge.” 

Since her fi rst year in Bos-
ton, Haight has taken advantage 
of Simmons’ relationship with the 
Colleges of the Fenway through the 
Wentworth Institute of Technology 
Women’s Rugby club. As a captain 
and e-board member, the other 
players look to her for experience 
and guidance, though she admits 
that rugby is a constant learning 
experience. 

“There are times when I’m 
on the fi eld and I realize I don’t 
know what the referee is saying,” 
says Haight. “That’s when I’m glad 
that you don’t need to know all the 
rules to play this sport.” 

Haight plans on staying in 
Boston after graduation, where she 
will continue to play rugby for a 
Boston league. 

“Boston is my home,” she 
says. 

PROVIDED BY ASHLEY HAIGHT

Haight, left, poses for a photo at the Soiree.
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She is Simmons: Morrow explores the world 
through a lens
By Amanda Gross
STAFF WRITER

Hannah Morrow lives her life all 
over the map–whether she is try-
ing different programs at Sim-
mons, taking a variety of classes, 
or actually out exploring foreign 
countries, her interests, values, 
and open-mindedness serve as a 
passport, taking her wherever she 
wants to go.

At 21, the communications 
major on both the integrated media 
and writing tracks, says her inter-
ests are rooted in photography and 
videography. Originally from Ho-
lyoke, Mass., she is well-traveled  
as well as skilled in journalism and 
Spanish. 

She began as an undecided 
major, dabbling in classes to ful-
fi ll modes. However, Morrow soon 
found a passion after taking Com-
munications Media with Professor 
Bob White. She says she liked the 
video production aspect of the class 
and soon focused her integrated 
media studies major in video. 

However, she also pursued a 
focus on the writing track of the 
communications major. “There 
won’t always be integrated media 
jobs, but there will always prob-
ably be writing jobs,” she says.

In addition to her double ma-
jor, Morrow has a double minor 
under her belt. Currently the Pho-
tography Editor for The Simmons 
Voice, Morrow wanted to take a 
digital color photography class at 
Simmons, but had to rack up sev-
eral other photography classes as 
prerequisites fi rst.

“I thought I might as well get 
the photography minor,” she says.

She picked up the new Film 
and Media Studies minor, intro-
duced at Simmons last year, be-
cause she had a deep interest in 
fi lm.

Morrow’s academic history at 
Simmons makes her well-qualifi ed 

for the careers she wishes to pursue 
after graduation in May. 

Applying at newspapers and 
magazines for jobs as a writer, vid-
eo production assistant, or a pho-
tography assistant, Morrow says 
she is looking for jobs that will give 
her more experience in her fi elds. 

She has applied at The Boston 
Globe, The Hampshire Gazette, 
Teen Voices, Stuff Magazine, and 
the Boston Phoenix, she says. 

“I’ll go wherever my job 
takes me,” she says. 

Although Morrow plans to 
start small, her ideal career would 
be as a travel videographer and 
writer.

“I’m not sure what topic I’d 
choose to write about,” she says. 
“But combining those things with 
travel would be ideal.”

Her interest in travel as a ca-
reer comes from the extensive glo-
betrotting she has done already.

Adopted from India at four 
months, Morrow has had the privi-
lege to return to India twice with 
her parents, the fi rst time living 
there for seven months while her 
parents, professors at Mount Holy-
oke College, taught at a high school 
in southern India.

In addition, Morrow has been 
to Italy, the Netherlands, Slovenia, 
Mexico, and Spain.

While Studying abroad in 
Mexico during high school and 
Spain the summer after her fi rst 
year at Simmons, Morrow has had 
plenty of opportunities to improve 
her Spanish skills, which she has 
taken full advantage of. 

“I thought I was going to be 
a Spanish major or minor at fi rst,” 
she says.

Instead, Morrow has used 
her language skills working at the 
Center for Academic Achievement 
at Simmons as a Spanish tutor. 
She has tutored students for three 
years.

She has been involved at 

Simmons in other ways too, serv-
ing as a teaching assistant to White 
in Communications Media for two 
and a half years, briefl y playing in-
tramural soccer, and participating 
in the new radio program.

She hosts the weekly hip/hop 
and R&B show called The Han-
nah/Kassia Show with her friend 
Kassia Ware on Tuesdays from 7-  
9 p.m., and is the co-manager of 
the Simmons radio station, headed 
by professor Len Mailloux. 

Morrow says she took the fi rst 
radio class offered at Simmons, and 
was “involved in radio at Simmons 
before it even started.”

Because of her involvement, 
Morrow had the opportunity to 
travel to New York City twice to 
attend the Intercollegiate Broad-
casting System (IBS) conference 
with Mailloux and other radio stu-
dents from Simmons.

“The conference is a chance 
for students interested in radio to 
get together and learn more about 
it,” she says.

But that is not the only way 
Morrow has gone out of her way to 
expand her knowledge in her pre-
ferred subject fi elds. 

Morrow says her three-year- 
long editorship at The Voice has 
improved her InDesign, layout, 
and formatting skills, as well as 
offering a comfortable working en-
vironment.

“It’s a family, kind of,” she 
says of The Voice staff. “It’s been 
a good experience to get my work 
published, as well as a place to 
work beside people and bounce 
ideas off [them].”

But the experience Morrow 
had that she calls the “most infl u-
ential” was her participation in the 
Mosaic Multicultural Mentoring 
Program. The program, run by the 
Career Education Center, matches 
sophomore and junior students of 
color with alumnae of color for a 
mentoring and job shadowing ex-

perience, according to the descrip-
tion on the Web site.

Morrow was matched with 
her alumna mentor during her ju-
nior year, and went to visit her in 
Los Angeles, Calif., to “see what 
her life is like.”

“It was great to see how suc-
cessful a person who graduated in 
my position is now,” she says. 

Although Morrow got to 
have a taste of the sweet life that 
may someday be hers, she is still 
reluctant to leave the close-knit 
community of Simmons. 

“I’ll miss my group of friends, 
hanging out in Java City,” she says. 
“I’ll miss going to class, although 
right now I can’t imagine that.”

Morrow also said she will 
miss being able to talk to profes-
sors, and the community feeling of 
the Communications Department.

“The communications de-
partment is like a family too,” she 
says.

It may be because of all of 
the close communities Morrow is 
involved in that she has developed 
such a strong sense of self.

“Stay true to yourself, and 

always be open to learning,” she 
says, as a piece of valuable advice.

Morrow’s numerous expe-
riences interacting with people 
throughout her career at Simmons 
seemed to have helped her develop 
an open-minded view of communi-
cation.

“Talk to as many people as 
you can; everyone has something 
to offer,” she says. “There’s always 
an opportunity for something, 
whether it be a job or just someone 
interesting.”

Morrow says she has drawn 
on a lot of opportunities while at 
Simmons, but added that she has 
come to fi nd a lot more that she did 
not know about.

“Take advantage of all the 
opportunities you can while you’re 
here,” she says. “You’ll regret it if 
you don’t.”

PROVIDED BY HANNAH MORROW

Morrow’s passions include traveling and photography. Here she poses on an 
overnight train in India.

She is Simmons: Anderson envi-
sions a socially conscious world
By Kate Clavet
STAFF WRITER

Courtney Anderson is a vision 
of social consciousness. She was 
a member of STAND, (Students 
Taking Action Now Darfur), is 
The Simmons Voice Opinions Edi-
tor and was the media coordinator 
for the Simmons Students Against 
Hate Movement earlier this year. 

“I was part of the event where 
we took over Bartol,” says Ander-
son. “It was really empowering.”

Anderson is referring to the 
time when she and other students 
dressed in all black, walked into 
Bartol and announced that there 
had been a hate crime on campus 
and that they were going to talk 
about it.  “People could leave, but 
that was their choice and they had 
to recognize that they were ignor-
ing the issue,” she says. 

Anderson moved up the 
ranks of Amnesty International 
during her four years at Simmons. 
During her sophomore year she 

was the Student Government As-
sociation (SGA) representative; her 
junior and senior years she was the 
president.  

While a member of Amnesty, 
the group passed a petition through 
the SGA asking the Board of Trust-
ees to divest or disinvest from Dar-
fur due to the confl ict in Sudan. 
“Disinvesting means vowing to 
never participate, such as oil com-
panies and people benefi ting from 
arms trades,” says Anderson. The 
resolution was passed. “It was very 
exciting seeing how I could write 
policy for the school,” she says.

Last year, when hate crimes 
fi rst appeared on campus, Amnesty 
asked the Board to create a proto-
col for hate crimes similar to those 
on sexual harassment. Currently, 
because of such efforts, the Board 
is working with numerous groups 
on campus on this protocol.

Anderson is originally from 
Long Island, New York. “Growing 
up on a beach has made me very 
attracted to water, which is another 

reason why I chose Boston, be-
cause at least there is a river,” she 
says. 

She credits Simmons with 
her development. “I know 100 per-
cent I would not have done as well 
in school if I had not gone to Sim-
mons because of the way the class 
is structured, the way the profes-
sors talk to you,” she says. She was 
originally attracted to Simmons’ 
“alternative” tone.  

In her time away from serv-
ing the community and advocating 
for social consciousness, Ander-
son practices yoga.  She practices 
Vinyasa and Forrest yoga at Back 
Bay Yoga, and has been doing so 
for almost four years. She also 
dabbles in music. “I like playing 
instruments but I never learn how 
to perfect them,” she says.

This summer Anderson is go-
ing on an extended road trip with 
a friend to organic farms through 
the Midwest, Montana, and Cali-
fornia. “I would like to do things 
that would spark my creative side 

PROVIDED BY COURTNEY ANDERSON

Anderson is one of fi ve children, seen here with her sister, Sarah.

more because I’ve been ignoring it 
for a few years,” she says. 

She is currently applying for 
different AmeriCorps positions 
because she wants to “do some-
thing that’s personally fulfi lling 
and good for society,” she says. 

She is also considering ap-

plying to law school or obtaining 
her Ph.D. in order to teach at a uni-
versity. “I don’t see myself as being 
part of some 9-to-5 offi ce job,” she 
says. “I don’t work well in those 
situations.” 
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By Kelly Bell
STAFF WRITER

The Museum of Bad Art (MOBA) 
will live up to your lowest expec-
tations, but that is the whole point. 
The MOBA takes pride in being 
the world’s only museum dedicated 
to the celebration of bad art, or at 
least the only museum that admits 
it. 

Artwork must have been cre-
ated by someone trying to express 
an artistic vision and failing mis-
erably in order to be displayed at 
the MOBA. The MOBA does not 
accept children’s art or faux art 
forms, such as paint-by-numbers. 
Most of the artwork was  purchased 
at garage sales and thrift stores. A 
few pieces were donated by the art-

ists themselves, and a couple were 
scavenged from the trash. The 
museum refuses to pay more than 
$6.50 for any piece.

The MOBA has two loca-
tions–the basement of the Dedham 
Community Theatre in Dedham, 
Mass, and the basement of the 
Somerville Theatre in Somerville, 
Mass. Admission is free with the 
purchase of a movie ticket from ei-
ther theater.

The entire museum consists 
of a single hallway in the base-
ment. The art, though better than 
anything I could produce, was un-
deniably bad. Despite all of this, I 
had a blast.

The museum’s sense of hu-
mor is what keeps it afl oat. Next to 
each piece of artwork is a descrip-

tion interpreting the intent of the 
artist. One of the most interesting 
pieces is “Juggling Dog in Hula 
Skirt.” Described by the museum 
as “a fi ne example of labor inten-
sive pointlessism,” the pointil-
list painting depicts a wiener dog 
standing, juggling bones while 
wearing a hula skirt. The amount 
of effort the artist put into the piece 
is heart-breakingly apparent. A 
quote from the artist, Mari New-
man, explains that the painting was 
done while she was in art school, 
and she is glad she fi nally has a fo-
rum in which to display it. 

Another delight is “He Was 
a Friend of Mine,” by Jack Owen. 
The painting is a pastel of an angry 
cat sitting near a river. The clouds 
in the background form the shape 
of a greyhound. I laughed out loud 
when I read the museums interpre-
tation, “Who else thinks it’s a good 
idea to eat from my bowl?”

The museum’s sense of hu-
mor extends beyond its interpre-
tations of the artworks–it has no 
qualms about making fun of itself. 
A sign underneath a security cam-

era reads, “Beware: This Gallery is 
Protected by Fake Security Cam-
eras.” The online description of 
the Dedham location explains its 
strategic location near the men’s 
bathroom with, “The nearby fl ush-
ing helps maintain a uniform hu-
midity.” 

The MOBA’s collection can 
be viewed online at museumofba-
dart.org. Fans can become friends 
of the museum for free and receive 
e-mail updates about the museum. 
There is also an online gift shop 
offering prints, postcards, T-shirts, 
and the two books the museum has 
published, Art too Bad to be Ig-
nored and Masterworks. 

Another awesome feature of 
the Web site is the “guest interpret-
er” competitions, which offer on-
line visitors the chance to interpret 
and name an anonymous artwork. 
The winning interpretation is then 
displayed along with the artwork in 
one of the gallery locations. 

The original painting offered 
up for guest interpretation was on 
display in the Somerville exhibit. 
The painting depicts two cloaked 

KELLY BELL

The Museum of Bad Art proudly displays ugly art in the basement of a local movie theater.

fi gures playing a game of chess 
against a blue sky. The winning in-
terpreter titled it “Board to Death,” 
and skillfully imagines the artist’s 
intent: “Unable to complete their 
game of chess because they cannot 
move their arms from within their 
sleeveless robes, Death and his ad-
versary slouch dejectedly near a 
mountain precipice. The striking 
juxtaposition of bright diagonal 
blue sky and somber thematic con-
tent accentuates the piece’s eccen-
tric mix of poignancy and Dada.”

The MOBA offers light-
hearted fun for a rainy day, but 
keep your expectations low. It is 
a free museum in a basement, and 
not much more. 

The theater locations are per-
fect because you can catch a movie 
after you check out the museum; 
otherwise, it might not be worth 
the long T ride just to spend 40 
minutes pitying the artists who 
created such disappointments, es-
pecially since the entire collection 
can be viewed online.

KELLY BELL

“Juggling Dog in Hula Skirt” is just one of the MOBA’s unusual works.

By Stefanie Maclin
STAFF WRITER

While it is collectively referred to 
as the Kyoto Exhibit, the Museum 
of Fine Arts (MFA) exhibit is not 
so much one, but three separate ex-
hibits. Whether viewed individu-
ally, or as a unit, the three exhibits 
show the scope of Kyoto and Japa-
nese crafts, history, and art. 

During Japan’s cultural 
height, Kyoto was the capital, not 
Tokyo.  It was not until 1868 that 
the emperor of Japan moved the 
capital to Tokyo. Today Kyoto is 
still considered to be a cultural 
seat of the country. Home of art 
festivals, music festivals, and the 
geishas, Kyoto has also long been 
Boston’s sister city, as showcased 

in the MFA exhibit.
Through paintings, stone-

work, jewelry, and pottery, the 
viewer does not just view the cul-
ture of this area of Japan but also 
gets a sense of the history.  Kyoto is 
a rich and vibrant community, and 
this vibrancy comes across in all 
three exhibits.

The exhibit Visions from An-
cient Kyoto: Scenes from Japan’s 
Ancient Capital, which runs until 
May 31, showcases several paint-
ings, primarily from the 18th, 19th, 
and 20th centuries.  The paintings 
show the infl uences of the city’s 
landscapes, histories, and mythol-
ogies. 

Celebrating Kyoto: Modern 
Arts from Boston’s Sister City cel-
ebrates 50 years of relations be-

tween Kyoto and Boston. The ex-
hibit runs until Sept. 7.

Ceramics, textiles, and paint-
ings are on display and show dif-
ferent creative processes. The 
porcelain vases in the exhibit are 
impressive and so are the color-
print books, featuring more land-
scapes, portraits, and scenes. While 
some of the books and prints are in 
better condition than others, all are 
surprisingly well-preserved. 

In the books, different pages 
show different seasons and views. 
The use of color and technique is 
intriguing and shows an immense 
attention to detail. 

This exhibit features artists 
not only from Kyoto, but the sur-
rounding Kansai region. One of 
the more stunning photographs is 
of a lady with a tiger, most likely 

painted for the year of the tiger. 
Showa Sophistication: Japan 

in the 1930s is perhaps the best of 
the three exhibits. It does not cen-
ter on Kyoto as much, but instead 
focuses on 1930s Japan when the 
country was still in its cultural 
height. The exhibit runs until Nov. 
8.

Japan, which saw itself as on 
par with the United States at the 
time, tried to create a haven for 
tourists to visit. Japan, seeing it-
self as a sophisticated country, was 
even awarded with hosting the 1940 
Summer Olympics, though the in-
vitation was later revoked, and the 
games eventually canceled.

Showa Sophistication centers 
around 17 recently acquired paint-
ings, which were all painted dur-
ing the Showa era by an array of 

artists. Featuring the infl uence of 
Parisian styles and showcasing the 
rich landscapes, as well as the tra-
dition of the tea ceremony, this part 
of the exhibit shows the works as 
they were meant to be interpreted 
by the Japanese during the time of 
creation. 

Juxtaposed next to the Showa
exhibit, the photographs further 
show Japanese culture. Perhaps 
most startling is the painting of the 
young woman skiing, who looks 
more like an advertisement for the 
mountain resort than a painting. 

Other exceptional pieces were 
the two large landscape paintings, 
done on what appears to be silk 
screens. They are folded to create 
the effect of the landscapes moving 
with you as you move. They show 
what Kyoto was like in the ’30s.

Movie theater basement holds 
ugly treasures

MFA exhibit displays Japanese 
history and crafts
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By Kathleen McKendry
STAFF WRITER

Many people love to have pets, es-
pecially when they are cute, cud-
dly, and friendly. Pets make many 
people feel better when they are 
down, often thanks to the uncon-
ditional love the animal shows to 
their owner.

Two young men from Aus-
tralia purchased the ultimate pet 
on their 1969 trip to London–a 
lion. Anthony “Ace” Bourke and 
John Rendall purchased a lion cub, 
which they named Christian, on 
their months-long trip to London. 
Consequently, the pair published 
a book, A Lion Called Christian, 
about their experience raising the 
cub and ultimately rehabilitating 
him so he could live free in Af-
rica. 

A Lion Called Christian 
chronicles Christian’s life–when 
he was purchased, his life in 
London, life in the country while 
Bourke and Rendall waited to hear 
about land in Africa, and his trip 
to Africa. It also includes Bourke 
and Rendall’s last two visits to 
see Christian on the rehabilitation 
compound as a full-grown lion, be-
fore Christian moved into the wild 
and was never seen again. 

Christian was purchased as 
a cub from Harrods, an exotic pet 
shop. However, Harrods had more 
than exotic pets, it also sold ani-
mals that could be found in a zoo, 
such as pumas and tigers. Although 
this seems quite out of the ordinary 
in today’s world, for London in the 

late ’60s and early ’70s, it was nor-
mal.

When Bourke and Rendall 
purchased Christian, they said they 
knew that they would only be able 
to own him for a few months since 
lions grow quickly. They decided 
to buy him with the hope of being 
able to get him back to Africa at 
some point instead of letting him 
end up in a confi ned cage at a zoo.

The fi rst few months were 

fi lled with fun games and many 
trips to a large churchyard for 
Christian to exercise. He would 
follow the people who came into 
the furniture store where the duo 
worked and lived above, and sit on 
the stairs watching everything that 
happened. 

As Christian got too big for 
the store, Bourke and Rendall were 
able to secure a home for all of 
them in the English countryside as 

they waited to hear when Christian 
would be able to move to Africa. 
In the countryside he had an open 
fi eld to run through and explore 
and was able to get used to more 
natural surroundings in order to 
make his transition to the African 
wildlife less shocking. 

When Christian was fi nally 
able to move to Africa, he transi-
tioned relatively smoothly as he got 
used to other lions and living in the 

African brush. After a few weeks, 
Bourke and Rendall said their 
tearful goodbyes to their friendly, 
cuddly, large companion and left 
Africa. 

A year later, the duo decided 
to return to Africa and see their 
furry friend. They were warned 
that Christian might not remember 
who they were since it had been 
a year, but on their arrival Chris-
tian ran right up to them and be-
gan jumping on them, licking their 
faces, and greeting them the way 
he once had. Bourke and Rendall 
were able to visit him again and re-
ceive the same reaction as they had 
the year before. A year later Chris-
tian successfully moved into the 
wild and was never seen again.

The story is heartwarming, 
especially for animal lovers. To 
hear of two men raising a lion cub 
in a furniture store in London is as 
unusual as it is endearing.

For the lion to be so friendly 
and compatible with humans, and 
even remember them after living in 
the wild for a year, is strange and 
makes for an interesting read.

For a quick, uplifting read 
that will create a warm, fuzzy feel-
ing, A Lion Called Christian is the 
perfect book. Originally published 
in 1971, it was re-released in 2009 
with a new forward to the story and 
mention of the video of the pair’s 
reunion, which created quite the 
stir on YouTube.

By Stefanie Maclin
STAFF WRITER

Sunshine Cleaning is quirky, 
messy, spirited, and incredibly life-
like. It was produced by the same 
company as Little Miss Sunshine, 
and the similarities are obvious.

Rose (Amy Adams) is a 
single mom. Stuck in a dead-end 
job cleaning other people’s houses 
while being involved in a nowhere 
affair with a married man, she de-
cides to start a biohazard cleaning 
business with her sister, Norah 
(Emily Blunt), in order to raise the 
tuition money to send her young 
son to a private school.  

This movie is not one with 
a happy ending, nor is it a movie 
with nicely tied plots; it leaves key 
points open.  It is an honest slice 
of life, as shown in the scene when 
Rose decides to open her cleaning 
business.

Amy Adams is delightful. 
She proves in her role that she has 
not only brilliant comedic timing 
and a true ‘sunny’ disposition, but 
that she also has a good under-
standing of time and balance, that 
helps her hold her own against vet-
erans such as Alan Arkin. If her 
performance in his movie and her 
two Oscar nominations are any in-

dication, she has a long, successful 
career ahead of her in Hollywood.  

Emily Blunt also proves her 
talent.  Between her fl awlessly 
composed American accent and 
her free-spirited slacker attitude, 
Blunt never lost the concept of her 
character. If anything, her charac-
ter was the more believable of the 
two sisters. Blunt brought out the 
darker traits of her character’s life. 
Norah is someone who knows what 
she wants, and Blunt portrayed that 
perfectly.

But it also seemed as if the 
fi lm dragged on for longer than 90 
minutes. At times, the fi lm tried to 
have too much plot involvment at 
once. A sub-plot involving Norah 
had potential, but it was never actu-
ally given a real chance to evolve.  

And secondary character 
Winston (Cliffton Collins Jr., as 
the one-armed cleaning supplies 
clerk/store owner) who may have 
been interested in Rose, was never 
quite developed past the cynical 
stage, .

Watching Sunshine Cleaning 
was too similar to watching Little 
Miss Sunshine. Even Alan Arkin’s 
character in this fi lm (the father), 
had similar traits to the grandfa-
ther in the latter. 

If you liked Little Miss Sun-

shine, then this movie is worth 
seeing. If you like movies about 
dysfunctional families that do not 
give you a neat, orderly ending, 
this movie is for you.  

Perhaps Sunshine Cleaning is 
best summed up in one particular 
scene: Rose is sitting around with a 

group of yuppie, thirty-something 
women, and explaining her busi-
ness. “We go in, and we make 
things better,” she says.

Biohazard cleaning is a 
messy business full of blood, guts 
and broken hearts, exactly like life. 
And that is what this movie is: full 

of blood, guts, and broken hearts, 
as well as hope. It is about one 
woman’s journey to make her life 
better, while her sister tries to fi nd 
herself.

I am just not sure they man-
aged to pull it off.

HTTP://ELECTRICITYANDLUST.FILES.WORDPRESS.COM/
Amy Adams and Emily Blunt co-star in a fi lm about two sisters who start a biohazard cleaning company.

KATHLEEN MCKENDRY

A Lion Called Christian is the remarkable story of two Australians who raised a lion cub on a whim.

A lion’s unusual upbringing 
creates a heartwarming read

Sunshine Cleaning is unusual 
but realistic
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And Then There Was the Word
A column about our language: The pros and cons 
of prefi xes and suffi xes 
By Sidney Berger, Ph.D.   
PROFESSOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

I want to be gruntled.  I much prefer 
gruntledness to disgruntledness.  
But it is evitable to avoid gruntled-
ness if things go wrong.

What the heck did that 
mean?  

As I have said in many of 
my columns, English is the most 
diffi cult language in the world to 
learn (unless you are born into it).  
One reason is the confusion caused 
by the great number of affi xes we 
use—word elements (called “in-
fl ections”) stuck onto beginnings 
and ends of words.  English has all 
kind of such additions.  At the front 
end are prefi xes (stuck on “pre-
word”—before the word), such as 
re-, ex-, pro-, pre-, per-, con-, con-
tra-, inter-, under-, multi-, trans-, 
tele-, therm-, in-, dis-, equi-, poly-, 
multi-, and many others.

Suffi xes (stuck on “sub-
word”—under or after the word) 
are multitudinous in English:  
-ness, -ful, -ing, -ly, -ed, -dom, -ist, 
-est, -tion, -er, and so forth.

All of these things change 
words from nouns to verbs, adjec-
tives to nouns, nouns to adjectives, 
positives to negatives or some oth-
er shift in meaning.  “Happy” be-
comes “unhappy” or “happiness” 
or “unhappiness”; “taste” becomes 
“tasteful;” and that could become 
“distasteful” with a second affi x.  
Add a third and you get “distaste-
fulness.” 

Similarly (and “similarly” has 
the suffi x “-ly”), we have “help” 
becoming “helpless,” and then 
becoming “helplessness” or “help-
lessly.”  It’s easy to add or subtract 
one of these affi xes to tweak the 
meaning of a word.

Which brings me back to my 
opening statement.  A person who 
is disgruntled is upset, angry, in a 
bad humor, peevish (look at that 
“-ish” added to “peeve”; a noun 
becomes an adjective).  The “dis-” 
part is the negative prefi x, as in 
“disease,” meaning “not at ease,” 
or “discomfort,” meaning “not in 
comfort; not comfortable.”  So if 
we remove the “dis-” prefi x, we get 
“ease,” comfort,” and “gruntled,” 
right?  
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Last Week’s Answers

April 11
Dirty Dancing
Boston Opera House
Boston, Mass.
8 p.m. 

April 12
Make your own glass eggs
Diablo School of Glass
Boston, Mass.
2 p.m.

April 13
Arts Administration Career Panel
Simmons College, Academic Campus 
Trustman Art Gallery
4–5:30 p.m. 

April 14
PTRC Workshop for iMovie
Simmons College, Academic Campus
P113
9–11:30 a.m. 

April 15
Islam: Rumor & Reality. Q & A with a diverse 
panel of students
Simmons College, Academic Campus
C-120
12–2 p.m.

April 16
Cultivating Peace, a workshop
Simmons College, Academic Campus
Special Functions Room 
 5-7:30 p.m.  

April 17
Rock for Rosie’s Benefi t Concert
Simmons College, Residence Campus
Alumnae Hall
9 p.m. 

         Save the Date April 10-16

Directions: Fill in the squares 
with numbers one through 
nine. Every three-by-three 
box should include every 
number one through nine 
once, as should every row 

and column. The answers to 
this Sudoku will appear in 

next week’s issue.
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Not exactly.  Though there 
is a word “gruntled” in the un-
abridged dictionary, it is hardly a 
word we actually use.  How many 
times have you said, “I am really 
gruntled at the excellent service we 
got at the restaurant”?

Prefi xes and suffi xes can be 
removed to reveal the root word, 
but not all of these roots mean 
something.

For instance, a person doing 
something with calmness and lack-
adaisical imperturbability is said to 
be “nonchalant.”  Does this mean 
that someone doing something 
with great agitation and nervous-
ness is doing it “chalantly”?  We 
never tell a person going postal, 
“Ease up.  Don’t be so chalant.”

In the spirit of one who wants 
to teach the language to newcom-
ers to English, I have here a few 
statements that should help them 
with prefi xes and suffi xes.  

“Hello.  I know you are an-
tifi cient with English, and I am 
here to help you.  When you gradu-
ate from this class, we will have a 
party to celebrate your victorious 
conquering of the language, and 
we will shower you with antifetti.  
(Confetti makes a mess.  Antifetti 
is much neater.)”

“Everything he does is sus-
picious because he acts so under-
handedly.  It would be better for 
all of us if he did things overhand-
edly.”

One problem with these af-
fi xes is that they can be befuddling.  
If “pro-” is the opposite of “con-,” 
how do you explain to someone 
that with the vast number of words 
in English, a profusion can yield 
confusion? that a proponent of a 
law is not fi ghting against a com-
ponent? that pharmacies sell anti-
histamines, but these drugs do not 
fi ght prohistamines? and that a pro-
fessional wrestler earns money, but 
an amateur is not a confessional?  

Then we run into prefi xes that 
do double duty.  “The Oversight 
Committee did not catch the em-
bezzler because of an oversight.”  
What’s going on there?  

The young man made a ter-
rible social blunder because he was 
innocent.  He won’t make the same 
mistake again when he becomes 

nocent.  
He remembered his dear 

grandmother wistfully.  He re-
membered his enemy wistlessly.  
He walks around with circles un-
der his eyes after a fi tful night.  But 
he looks well rested after a fi tless 
night.

One prefi x actually has more 
than one meaning.  The “in-” in 
“incapable” is a negative prefi x 
meaning “not”:  “not capable.”  But 
the “in-” in “infl ammable” is an in-
tensifying prefi x meaning that what 
follows is even more intense than 
just the root word.  So if something 
is “fl ammable,” it will burn.  But 
if it is “infl ammable,” it will burn 
brightly and maybe spontaneously.  
To get the negative of “fl ammable,” 
you must say “non-fl ammable.”

Do you use anti-freeze in 
your car?  If not, do you use pro-
freeze?  If you use pro-freeze, your 
car will drive successlessly.  

Then there is one of those 
words that marks a literate person 
from one less than literate; that is, 
illiterate.  (The “il-” prefi x started 
out as “in-,” meaning “not,” and 
the “N” in “in-” changes to an “L” 
over the centuries to make it easier 
to say.)  Do not say “irregardless.”  
It is not a word.  (As with the “L” 
in “illiterate,” the “R” in the “ir-” 
at the beginning of “regardless” 
started out as an “N.”)  In both cas-
es, the prefi x is a negative, mean-
ing “not literate” and “with no re-
gard.”  The suffi x “-less” is also a 
negative, as in “pitiless” (“with no 
pity”).  So the prefi x and suffi x of 
“irregardless” are both negatives, 
and thus you are creating a double 
negative, a redundancy.  

I repeat:  “irregardless” is not 
a word.  If you use it, people may 
think you are non-educated; or 
mal-educated; or contra-educated; 
or mis-educated; or anti-educated; 
or dis-educated; or in-educated.  
Or something like that.

So if you are speaking with 
someone who is learning English, 
try not to use these affi xes incor-
rectly.  Our aim is not to confuse, 
but to profuse.  
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To the editor:

Who can fault anyone who promotes the SILENT Auction and discourages worrisome talk in the hallways in 
the same memo?

Art speaks.
A mother of an admitted member of the Class of 2013 told me how much she was impressed with the Centen-
nial Celebration paintings outside of C-103. For her they seemed to capture all she believed that Simmons 
would be for her daughter.

Quite the funny April Fools issue you published last week.

Bob White
Cheerful Professor of Communications

Agree? Disagree? 
Write a letter to the Editor. 

E-mail voice@simmons.edu
Due Sunday night by 7 p.m. 

300 word maximum. 

COURTNEY ANDERSON

This is a call to action. 

On Tuesday, Vermont became the fi rst state to allow same-sex marriage 
through legislative action instead of a court ruling when the state’s leg-
islature overrode Gov. Jim Douglas’ veto of a bill allowing gay couples 
to marry. 

The ruling came less than a week after the Iowa Supreme Court legalized 
same-sex marriage.

An important movement is gaining momentum in this county, and it is up 
to us to keep this momentum going. There are several other states, includ-
ing New York, New Jersey, Maine, and New Hampshire, that have gained 
legislative support in recent months.

This is a call to action for all students who vote in those states. Our voices 
must be heard.  If you or anyone you know are from these states, please 
contact your state’s legislators to continue the support for same-sex mar-
riage.

On March 3 the legal advocacy group Gay and Lesbian Advocates and 
Defenders (GLAD) fi led a lawsuit on behalf of eight married couples and 
three surviving spouses to overturn the Defense of Marriage Act on the 
grounds that it does not provide equal protection to all citizens. 

The Defense of Marriage Act was passed in 1996 after it became likely 
some states would legalize same-sex marriage.  The Act prohibits the 
federal government from recognizing same-sex marriage, and spouses 
in same-sex marriages are not eligible to receive federal benefi ts and de-
ceased spouses’ Social Security payments. 

Roadblocks and setbacks are inevitable, like California’s Proposition 8, 
which eliminated same-sex couples’ right to marry.  It’s important now, 
more than ever before, to speak up for this cause.

We must ensure equal protection and rights for everyone.

Speak louder,
protest harder, stand 
taller for equal rights
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By Kate Clavet
STAFF WRITER

“Norovirus” is a term most Sim-
mons students know, but many do 
not seem to have a good under-
standing of the virus. As a result, 
students have been panicking, go-
ing as far as wearing latex gloves 
around their dorm rooms and 
sanitizing their hands every fi ve 
minutes. The number of students 
eating at Bartol Hall and attending 
classes are dwindling, as some be-
lieve that avoiding human contact 
will protect them from contracting 
the supposedly deadly virus.  

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC), Noro-
virus refers to a group of viruses 
that cause the stomach fl u or gas-
troenteritis. Such viruses include 
Norwalk-like viruses, calciviruses, 
and small round structured viruses.  

Since it is a viral infection, it can-
not be treated with antibiotics or 
survive outside of a person’s body. 

One contracts the virus by 
eating contaminated food, touch-
ing contaminated surfaces, putting 
their hands in their mouth, or being 
around someone infected. For ex-
ample, sharing food with or caring 
for an ill person, the CDC Web site 
states.   

The Norovirus is conta-
gious and the vomit and stool of 
ill people are infectious, therefore 
contaminated areas must be dis-
infected. Symptoms appear 12-48 
hours after exposure and people 
remain contagious three-14 days 
after symptoms disappear. 

The virus, when put into per-
spective, is not that serious.  The 
worst of the illness lasts two days 
and no long-term health effects are 
connected to the illness. Dehydra-

tion can occur in the elderly, the 
very young, and those who have 
weak immune systems.  

I want to make it clear that I 
think Simmons handled the situa-
tion beautifully.  They did every-
thing right, including bleaching the 
affected areas, quarantining the ill, 
closing down self-service food sta-
tions in the dining halls, and plac-
ing hand sanitizer in classrooms, 

bathrooms and offi ces.  This mini-
mized the chances of the students 
becoming sick. 

However, some members of 
the student body were acting as 
if the bubonic plague was going 
around campus.  Some people suf-
fered from psychosomatic symp-
toms and ate only light carbohy-
drates in place of meals. Others 
quarantined themselves despite  
perfect health. A few refused to 
touch doorknobs–which might not 
be a bad idea anyway. 

The ironic part of this, how-
ever, is that the more nervous a 
person gets, the more susceptible 
they are to illness because the body 
is stressed. 

It is interesting to see how 
quickly rumors fl y when people 
get scared.  For example, after 
the rumor circulated that a Bartol 
employee was ill with Norovirus, 

there were not many people hang-
ing around in the dining halls. 
Thankfully, Simmons issued an 
e-mail that dispelled the rumor a 
few days later.  How about the be-
lief that the Norovirus is airborne? 
Thankfully, a Simmons-issued e-
mail dismissed that rumor as well.  

The best way to prevent 
catching an illness is to eat and 
sleep well and wash one’s hands on 
a regular basis. Not sharing drinks 
or food is a good way to steer clear 
of bugs even when those sharing 
are seemingly healthy. 

If one is particularly worried 
about catching a specifi c virus, the 
best thing to do is to research the 
illness in order to have a complete 
understanding of it, and in addi-
tion, contact the Health Center if 
any symptoms arise. 

Virus has caused panic among students

The more nervous 
a person gets, the 
more susceptible 
they are to illness 
because the body is 
stressed.

By Amber Wilmot
STAFF WRITER

Every semester, students make the 
trip to the campus bookstore and 
wonder just how much the semes-
ter’s books will cost. With the cost 
of textbooks reaching new highs, is 
the price hurting students and their 
education?

The average student spends 
about $900 a year in textbook-re-
lated costs, according to a January 
2004 report conducted by the State 
Public Interest Research Groups.

A student in a science-related 
major or  entering the medical fi eld 
can spend more than $1,500 a year, 
according to the report.

The report also reaveals that 
textbook infl ation is out of control. 
According the 2004 Bureau of La-
bor Statistics Producer Price Index, 
textbook prices are increasing at 
more than four times the infl ation 
rate for all fi nished goods.

College costs too much for 
students already, but the Bureau of 
Labor report states that 1/5 of the 
cost of a college education is re-
lated strictly to textbooks.

Students cannot even look 
forward to the end of each semes-
ter when they can return their text-
books, because they only receive a 
small portion of what they paid for 
their books.

The report also mentions that 
students in the United States pay 
more than any other country for 
textbooks.

Students try to fi nd other 
ways of purchasing books, espe-
cially if their campus bookstore 
sells the book at a higher price. 
Many students use Barnes and No-
ble or Amazon. The report found 
that some books surveyed were 20 
percent cheaper on Amazon’s UK 
Web site.

The report also found that 
new editions are expensive. Pub-
lishers issue new editions that are 
often unnecessary, making used 
books obsolete and forcing stu-
dents to forgo less expensive used 
books.

Congress passed legislation 
forcing publishers to release more 
information about their prices. 
The law also requires them to sell 
a textbook separately rather than 
packaged with a CD or workbook, 

making for a more expensive pur-
chase. However, the provisions do 
not take effect until 2010.

Students have created Face-
book groups at their universities to 
post information about books that 
are for sale and even to rent.

Simmons Book Exchange 
creator Kaitie Chakoian writes to 
members saying, “If you’re tired 
of not being able to sell back your 
books after using them for one se-
mester. . . .  And if you’re tired of 
buying $100 books that you’ll only 
open rarely and then not be able to 
sell back in four months–this is the 
place for you!”

Simmons students are feel-
ing the pinch more than ever. Lia 
Arzen, a Simmons fi rst-year, spent 
$200 on her biology book and has 
decided to re-sell it on Amazon be-
cause the bookstore only offered 
$90 for the book. 

Students are trying to fi nd 
places that will pay more for their 
used books. In some cases, the 
publishing companies can buy 
books back.

Many companies like Pear-
son, McGraw-Hill, and Houghton 
Miffl in are researching less expen-

sive ways students can purchase 
books from their companies. The 
internet provides students with the 
chance to purchase online versions 
of textbooks. 

Companies are trying to low-
er the costs of textbooks through 
unbound versions of the book. If 
students could purchase a book 
and then place the book in a binder, 

they could save money. 
Ultimately, students are the 

ones who decide where they pur-
chase their books. If bookstores 
cost too much, try Amazon or a 
different provider. Students need 
to decide what source works best 
for their budget in order to save 
money.

High textbook prices hinder education

By Ashley Haight
STAFF WRITER

The unemployment rate rose in 
March from 8.1 to 8.5 percent na-
tionally, the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics (BLS) of the U.S. Department 
of Labor reported Friday. The re-
cession, which began in December 
2007, has seen an increase in the 
national unemployment rate, but 
for many groups of people living in 
the United States, the unemploy-
ment rate has always been high, 
not just since the recent recession. 

The reports on the state of 
the economy have a racist view; 
the economy has never been con-
sidered to be in a bad condition 
until recently when the unemploy-
ment rates of whites rose to over 6 
percent. 

Blacks and Latinos have nev-
er had an unemployment rate under 
7 percent for as long as the BLS has 
been recording national unemploy-
ment rates. 

The unemployment rate for 
blacks has never dropped below 
7 percent and has reached as high 

as 20 percent, according to the 
reports on BLS. On average, the 
unemployment rate for blacks has 
been at least 10 percent for as long 
as the BLS has been recording the 
rates since the 1950s.

White Americans who have 
never had to worry about fi nding 
a job or their job security have to 
worry now and are throwing a fi t 
because their unemployment rates 
have increased severely over the 
past couple of months.

It is time for the United States 
to recalculate what it distinguishes 
as high unemployment rates. And 
when the country starts to make 
economic changes in order to 
counter the rising unemployment 

rates, it needs to make changes so 
that there is not such a high dispar-
ity in unemployment rates across 
racial lines. 

“Black unemployment has 
been about double the rate for 
whites since the government began 
tracking those categories in the ear-
ly 1970s,” an Associated Press ar-
ticle reported. In the past 10 years, 
the black unemployment rate has 
almost always been at least double 
the white unemployment rate.

“Blacks are particularly im-
pacted by recessions,” Algernon 
Austin, director of the Washing-
ton, D.C.-based Economic Policy 
Institute’s Race, Ethnicity, and 
Economy Program, said in an ar-
ticle in the Chicago Sun-Times in 
March. 

“They commonly trail other 
groups in employment, impacted 
by discrimination in the labor mar-
ket, as well as differences in educa-
tion, career selection and length of 
time on the job.” 

The national unemployment 
rate (for all races and ethnicities) 
was 4 percent in 2000, 6 percent in 

2003, 4.6 percent in 2007, and 5.8 
percent in 2008, according to the 
BLS.

The unemployment rate has 
risen consistently for all races 
since the third quarter in 2008, and 
the black unemployment rate still 
remains the highest, according to 
the BLS. 

Suffi cient attention has not 
been paid to the high black unem-
ployment rates, even though they 
have always been high. The dif-
ference in unemployment levels 
based on race shows that there are 
still great racial disparities in the 
United States. 

“Family background and 
poor schools and a resulting defi cit 
of cognitive skills are said to ex-
plain most of the gap,” reported an 
article in The American Prospect.

“Reasons for the dispar-
ity cited by experts include a gap 
in education between blacks and 
whites, marginal ties by African 
American-households to the labor 
market and a failure by policy-
makers to equate black unemploy-
ment to a crisis needing urgent 

attention,” reported the Chicago 
Sun-Times.  

A recent article by the Asso-
ciated Press attributed the continu-
ing increase of the unemployment 
rate of blacks and Latinos to the 
“last hired, fi rst fi red” cliché, who 
are losing jobs at a faster rate as a 
result of the recession.

The unemployment rate is a 
problem now in the United States, 
but the unemployment rate for 
blacks should not be twice as high 
as it is for whites. 

The United States needs to 
re-create jobs in order to decrease 
the unemployment rate nationally, 
but, in doing so, it also needs to 
work on leveling out unemploy-
ment rates across the board so the 
rate is equitable for all races. 

The United States cannot 
say that it is out of this economic 
recession until the unemployment 
rate for blacks and Latinos has also 
dropped below the 7 percent high it 
has never seen. 

U.S. fails to acknowledge disparities in unemployment

KATHLEEN MCKENDRY

Textbook prices have been a fi nancial burden for many students for years.

The unemployment 
rate for blacks 
should not be twice 
as high as it is for 
whites.
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June Ahrens exhibit hits Boston for the fi rst time

The Trustman Gallery exhibit, Today’s Tomorrow, is on display until April 17, and features 
June Ahrens, a New York City based artist who is showcasing work ranging from 2003-2008.  
According to the Trustman Gallery Web site, Ahrens’ work “transforms common, often 
discarded material such as gauze, foam, screening, and soap into visual statements that evoke 
feelings of loss, fragility, vulnerability, pain and, most of all, healing and survival.”  Ahrens’ 
work has been shown nationally and internationally, but this is her fi rst exhibit in Boston.

HANNAH MORROW


