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By Traci Farrell
Staff Writer 

The College will begin a series of 
layoffs to offset years of operating 
deficits and the economic reces-
sion, according to interim Presi-
dent Helen Drinan in an e-mail to 
faculty and staff last Friday.

The layoffs will not happen 
all at once because of the “time and 
care” needed to determine “where 
reductions are most appropriate,” 
she stated.  

Because the reductions will 
take time “to be absorbed into the 
system” due to “significant costs 
in severance, healthcare, and un-
employment benefits,” the layoffs 
will contribute to the 2010 budget 
goals and not the $2 million reduc-
tion that must be reached by the 
end of June, according to Drinan’s 
message.

In addition to layoffs, the 
College has decided upon “a reduc-
tion in benefits to all eligible em-
ployees,” and will not contribute 
to the Simmons College Defined 
Contribution Retirement Plan, the 
403(b), from March through June 
2009.  The decision was “selected 
by President’s Council as the one 
which would have the least direct 
impact on our faculty and staff in 
the short term,” the e-mail said.

Other options, including un-
paid furloughs and salary reduc-
tions, were dismissed after it be-
came evident that take-home pay 
would be affected when “so many 
of our employees are already fac-
ing economic challenges,” Drinan 
stated.  “And neither [option] would 
have created as much savings.”

President’s Council consid-
ered a wide range of options, in-
cluding reductions in salary for 
those making more than $150,000 
but decided this would not be 
enough, hence the decision to take 

Layoffs begin in 
light of on-going 
financial trouble

it from retirement money rather 
than from current salary, accord-
ing to one College of Arts and Sci-
ences faculty member.  

“Many faculty members 
think that reductions in pay at 
the upper levels is important as a 
gesture–whether or not it has a ma-
jor impact on the debt–and are not 
happy with this outcome,” he said.

“Symbols are as important as 
substance when people in authority 
ask others to sacrifice–whether it 
is business leaders, bankers, politi-
cians, or academics.”

The decision to reduce the 
College’s workforce comes after 
a hiring freeze was implemented 
last summer; however, it became 
“painfully obvious” that the work-
force would not be proportionate 
with the College’s tuition revenues 
“without further action on our 
part,” Drinan stated.  

Drinan contributed years of 
hiring new staff at a greater rate 
than the increase in students and, 
therefore, tuition, as a major factor 
at a tuition-dependent school.

Drinan’s e-mail also noted 
that, despite the economic chal-
lenges, she and the College will 
“honor the mission” of John Sim-
mons to give students “an aca-
demically excellent opportunity 
designed to enable them to achieve 
meaningful lives.”  

Drinan said her “next respon-
sibility” is to make sure faculty and 
staff are “treated with the dignity 
and respect they deserve, and pro-
vided the resources they need to be 
successful.”

While the College is facing 
“uncertain times,” as Drinan stat-
ed in her e-mail, she is confident 
the Simmons community “will 
bear these trials with its very best 
spirit” and promised a commit-
ment to transparency in the search 
for further solutions.

ProvIded by CAb
Soiree attendees visited with friends, took in the view, danced the night away, and posed for pictures at the State 

Street Pavillion at Fenway Park last Friday.

The CEC helps students choose 
majors
By Alison Inglis
Staff Writer

Students learned that majoring in 
a particular subject does not guar-
antee a future career in that field, 
according to the “Still not sure of 
your major?” workshop hosted by 
the Career Education Center (CEC) 
on Feb. 24. According to CEC em-
ployees Peggy Grace and Roxanne 
Jackman,  a student’s college major 
will not necessarily determine her 
career. 

Grace and Jackman led the 
workshop and told students who 
attended about their experiences in 
college and how those experiences 

led to their chosen career paths. 
Nationally, the most popular 

major in college is “undecided.” At 
Simmons, 25 percent of students 
are currently enrolled as undecid-
ed. These students opt for declar-
ing a final major later with hopes 
of discovering their true passion. 
With so many different majors to 
choose from, a final decision does 
not necessarily mean that a stu-
dent’s future is set in stone.  

Grace and Jackman provided 
multiple handouts to help students 
decide on a major. These handouts 
focused on two major aspects of the 
process: students need to catalog 
their interests and factor in their 

personalities in order to understand 
what they want to major in. One of 
the handouts listed several Web 
sites that describe different careers 
including position responsibilities, 
average salaries, and required level 
of education.  

Other advice included talking 
to fellow Simmons students about 
their majors, paying attention to 
the required courses needed for a 
particular major, considering what 
future jobs relate to certain majors, 
and making an appointment with a 
career counselor.

CEC see page 2

GoGirlGo! conference discusses 
health and body image issues
By Kelly Pelham
Staff Writer

The Boston division of GoGirlGo! 
hosted a conference at Simmons 
Feb. 27 that featured panels on is-
sues that affect young girls. The 
issues highlighted included health, 
nutrition, and body image.

The conference, “Nourish-
ment for the New Year: Nutrition 
and Body Image” was attended by 
approximately 75 people from over 
25 organizations. Diane Hammer, 

the director of the Simmons In-
stitute for Leadership and Change 
(SILC), organized the event.

“The Simmons Institute for 
Leadership and Change builds 
bridges with community organi-
zations that support and empower 
women and girls,” Hammer said.

A panel of experts from dif-
ferent fields led discussions and 
answered questions from the audi-
ence. The panel consisted of: Dr. 
Jess Haines from Harvard Pilgrim/
Harvard Medical School; TiElla 
Grimes from YWCA Boston; Mel-

onie Griffiths, a Girls Community 
Service Program coordinator; and 
psychologist Deb Schachter.

Haines discussed teasing and 
weight issues among young girls 
and their peers. Grimes focused 
on the effects of the media. Grif-
fiths talked about the professional 
development of health programs, 
while Schachter gave a psycholo-
gist point of view on health and 
body image issues.

GoGirlGo see page 4
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continued from page 1

Taking tests that show possi-
ble college majors or careers based 
on personality type is always a 
good idea, Grace and Jackman 
said. The CEC is open to students 
who need help deciding on a major 
or in choosing a career.

During the workshop, stu-
dents participated in activities de-
signed to help them discover their 
personality types and what ma-
jors were best suited to their most 
dominant characteristics. The Re-
alistic Investigative Artistic Social 
Enterprising Conventional test 
(RIASEC) is a common tool used 
to organize different personality 
traits and index them with the ma-
jors that they relate to.  

The Myers’ Briggs Type In-
dicator organizes personality types 
into larger categories like “J” for 
judging and “P” and perceiving. 

Those who like to work first 
before playing typically fit into the 
“J” category, while those who pre-
fer to play first and work later fall 
into the “P” category. 

The characteristics of those 
found in the “J” group tend to be 
organized, scheduled, system-
atic, and methodical with decided 
mindsets. These people are usually 
not procrastinators and enjoy mak-
ing short- and long-term plans. 

Those who fall in the “P” 
group tend to have personalities 
that are flexible, casual, sponta-
neous, and open-ended. They like 
to have things loose and open 
to change and feel energized by 
last-minute pressures, they adapt 
quickly to changes.

For undergraduate students, 
knowing important information 
about their personalities and fu-
ture career options can have a big 
impact on how students choose 
majors.

Fulbright scholar discusses 
Holocaust research

kATe ClAveT

A painting by Samuel Bak, “In search of ground,” was donated to Sim-
mons College in 2001 honor of Langer and his wife Sandy for their 50th 
Wedding anniversary. 

By Kate Clavet 
Staff Writer

Dr. Lawrence L. Langer, a Ful-
bright scholar who specializes in 
the Holocaust, spoke at the 45th 
Robert M. Gay memorial lecture 
on Feb. 24. Robert M. Gay was 
the chair of the Simmons English 
Department from 1918 until 1945. 
Gay published many books during 
his time at Simmons, including a 
close study of Ralph Waldo Emer-
son.  

Some of Langer’s essays ap-
peared in The Atlantic, a magazine 
founded in 1857 in Boston.  Gay 
was the first director of the Bread-
loaf Writers’ Conference of Mid-
dlebury College.  After his death 
in 1961, three Simmons alumnae 
endowed the Gay Memorial Lec-
ture in his memory.  

Langer started at the College 
as an English professor in 1958. In 
1963 he visited Auchwitz as a Ful-
bright scholar at the University of 
Graz in Austria, at which point he 
dedicated his time to studying the 
Holocaust. 

In 1996, Langer was senior 
scholar for the Research Institiute 
of the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, and was a Ko-
erner Fellow for the Study of the 
Holocaust at the Centre for Hebrew 
and Jewish Studies at Oxford Uni-
versity.  

Most recently, he was a resi-
dent scholar at the Villa Serbel-
loni of the Rockerfeller Foundation 
Study Center in Bellagio, Italy. 

“An extraordinary record,” 
said Professor Douglas Perry, Jr., 

current chair of the Simmons Eng-
lish Department, during his intro-
duction to Langer. 

Langer has published 13 
books based on his detailed re-
search, one of which, Holocaust 
Testimonies : The Ruins of Memo-
ry was named one of the Ten Best 
Books of 1991 by The New York 
Times Book Review. 

The book also won a 1991 Na-
tional Book Critics Circle Award 
for Criticism. 

Langer opened the lecture by 
reading from a book review writ-
ten by Michiko Katutani, featured 
in The New York Times on The 
Kindly Ones by Jonathan Littell:

 “The Kindly Ones instead 
reads like a pointless compilation 
of atrocities and anti-Semitic re-
marks, pointlessly combined with 
a gross collection of sexual fanta-
sies.” 

After reading more parts of 
the book review, Langer said, “I 
was thinking of calling this talk, 
‘How shall I tell thee.’ He said the 
Holocaust can often be difficult 
to talk about, especially since the 
facts can be misconstrued as per-
verse or sensationalized. 

Langer  first visited Auschwitz 
in 1944, when tourists were not al-
lowed to visit the site yet.  He saw 
a big glass case which, he said, had 
“piles and piles of women’s hair, 
[the] hair was cut from the women 
before they were sent to the gas 
chamber.” 

At that time only the remains 
of the crematorium were there. 
Since it was not a tourist site, it had 
not yet been built up as it is now 
with museums and tours.  

Langer said, “I got down on 
my hands and knees and started 
digging in gravel, in less than 60 
seconds I uncovered two forks.” 

The action of uncovering the 
forks, he said, helped him to be 
connected to what he was seeing. 
He did not feel connected to the 
events because there was nothing 
there, the camps had been desert-
ed, and it was difficult to imagine 
what tortures the prisoners had un-
dergone there.

Langer then quoted the tes-
tiomony of a Holocaust victim who 
had lived in Auschwitz. 

“It was hell on earth. And the 
silence of Auschwitz was hell. The 
nights were hell. And the days–

somehow we–we got up at three 
o’clock in the morning, and at four 
o’clock in the summertime or four-
thirty, when the sun came up, it was 
not like the sun–I swear to you! It 
was not bright. It was always red to 
me; always black to me. 

“The sun was not beauti-
ful. And when the moon was out 
it meant only destruction. And in 
the evening, when you dared to go 
out and you saw the flames of the 
crematorium–that was disastrous! 
The smell of human flesh, which 
we didn’t know what it was.

“We were  young kids, inex-
perienced of such horror. Who is 
experienced in such ways?” 

Langer talked about a “death 
scape,” of being alive but dead in-
side. 

“[It is] what I call ‘deathlife,’ 
I invented my own word, I knew of 
no word to describe it.” The people 
held in prisons at Auschwitz were 
not allowed the normal liberties of 
daily life, were tortured, and there-
fore had to become numb–this was 
“deathlife.” 

One of the most bizarre con-
sequences of the Holocaust, Langer 
said, was that the Germans never 
expressed guilt for what they did.

Langer gave an example of 
a father who insisted he killed his 
own child, when he had not. The 
ghetto had become too crowded 
and the Nazis decided to “elimi-
nate” some of the Jews. This man’s 

son was chosen to die. 
The father felt so guilty that 

he believed there was something he 
should have done to protect his son 
and was therefore “responsible” for 
his death.

 “One of the problems [with 
talking about the Holocaust] is 
we’re adverse to hearing about 
this, when I dug into the dirt at 
Auschwitz I hoped I didn’t find 
anything,” said Langer.

“Professor Langer was a re-
ally good teacher,” said Professor 
Renee Bergland of the English 
Department. It was “very moving 
too–very poetic, without being 
sappy.”  

“No matter how many times 
I hear about it [the Holocaust], it 
hurts every time,” said Jo-Jo Ja-
cobson, a graduate student at Sim-
mons.   

The painting, “In search of 
ground” by Samuel Bak was do-
nated to Simmons in 2001 in honor 
of Langer and his wife Sandy for 
their 50th wedding anniversary. 

 Langer and Bak published 
a book together entitled Return 
to Vilna, featuring Bak’s art and 
Langer’s words. Bak is a con-
temporary artist who focuses on 
themes related to the Holocaust. 

The plaque next to the paint-
ing, which hangs outside of C310, 
reads, “Mixed Media on Paper” 
(1989). 

“One of the most 
bizarre conse-
quences of the 

Holocaust [is] the 
Germans never 

expressed guilt for 
what they did.”

~LaWrence L. Langer, 
fuLbright SchoLar
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Noteworthy 
News
Obama details Iraqi pullout 

President Obama has publicly announced the detailed plan for the re-
moval of American troops from Iraq at a military base in North Caro-
lina. He promised to remove the majority of the American forces by 
next summer, leaving up to 50,000 troops in Iraq for special missions. 
“Let me say this as plainly as I can,” President Obama said.  “By Au-
gust 31, 2010, our combat mission in Iraq will end.” He sited improved 
security and a “renewed sense of hope” as the primary reason for this 
timely retreat. The “transitional force” that will remain in Iraq will be 
in charge of training Iraqi security forces, locating terrorist hideouts, 
and protecting American personnel working in Iraq. President Obama 
promised that the transitional team will be removed by December 2011, 
following the agreement former-President Bush outlined before he left 
office. 

Afghan president moves up August elections

Afghanistan President Hamid Karzai has decreed that the elections 
that were set for August be moved to April or May, most likely in an 
effort to avoid constitutional questions about his legitimacy. Afghani-
stan’s election commission delayed the election until Aug. 20 due to 
security concerns, but Karzai is constitutionally required to step down 
when his term ends on May 21, raising questions about his legitimacy 
in the remaining three months until the next election. Western nations 
supported the election delay believing the extra time to be vital to or-
ganization and security. The president’s decree to move the elections 
would solve constitutional discrepancy, but is an irresponsible decision 
given the current level of disruption in the country. Politically, Karzai 
favors the more immediate elections, since it would leave an opponent 
with little time to prepare and campaign. 

Cholera epidemic sweeps across Zimbabwe

A violent cholera epidemic has affected more than 16,000 people in 
Zimbabwe due to contaminated water supplies.  President Robert 
Mugabe said that the epidemic had ended; yet the number of people 
affected continues to rise. Health experts predict that the number af-
fected could pass 60,000. The government has failed so far at control-
ling the problem. Water and sanitation facilities, public schools, and 
hospitals are all shutting down in this rapidly disintegrating country, 
leaving no organization to deal with the life-threatening problem. For 
more than 10 years, Zimbabwe’s economy and its people have been 
slowly falling into ruin at the hands of President Mugabe. Even now, as 
inflation in Zimbabwe reaches an astonishing eight quintillion percent, 
an eight followed by 18 zeros, the president remains unable to control 
the runaway economy he let loose. 

Economists predict Ireland will follow Iceland in losses

Ireland’s economy, which has been hit hard by the global crisis, is about 
to fail epically, according to economist Morgan Kelly of Ireland. Ire-
land’s economy is similar to that of Iceland, which fell to pieces late 
last year. The small, open economy, diseased by deficits and an inca-
pable national bank is likely to fall within six months, according to 
Kelly. Kelly called for this demise in 2006 at the height of the Irish 
property boom. He sites irresponsible lending practices-similar to the 
problem in the United States–as the source of the fall. He predicts the 
Irish government will be unable to guarantee all banking liabilities, 
and a run on the banks will follow, leading to an inevitable bailout by 
the European Union. Other economists argue that all of the “what-if” 
talking is unhealthy for the economy, that these scenarios are making 
Ireland unnecessarily nervous. 

Information from www.nytimes.com and compiled by Maria Costigan.

ICC prosecutor says al-Bashir evidence
is strong 

By Mike Corder 
(c) 2009 aP 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP)–
The International Criminal Court’s 
chief prosecutor said Tuesday that 
he has strong evidence that Su-
danese President Omar al-Bashir 
controlled a genocidal campaign 
aimed at wiping out three ethnic 
African tribes in his country’s 
Darfur region.

Judges at the world’s first per-
manent war crimes tribunal have 
said they will announce Wednes-
day whether they are issuing an 
arrest warrant for the Sudanese 
leader.

Smiling and waving at a 
dam-opening ceremony in north-
ern Sudan, al-Bashir insulted the 
court and danced for supporters 
who torched an effigy of Argentine 
prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo.

“They will issue their deci-
sion tomorrow, and we are telling 
them to immerse it in water and 
drink it,” al-Bashir said, using a 

common Arabic phrase convey-
ing extreme disrespect. Thousands 
congregated to hear al-Bashir at 
the opening of the Nile dam funded 
by China and several Persian Gulf 
countries

U.N. officials are deeply 
worried about Sudanese reprisals 
if an arrest warrant is issued, and 
have said they fear al-Bashir will 
attempt to expel a joint African 
Union-U.N. peacekeeping force.

The war in Darfur began in 
2003 when rebel groups took up 
arms against the government com-
plaining of discrimination and ne-
glect. So far, up to 300,000 people 
have died and 2.7 million have fled 
their homes, according to U.N. of-
ficials.

Moreno Ocampo alleges that 
Sudanese troops and the Janjaweed 
Arab militia they support murdered 
civilians and continued to prey on 
them in refugee camps by using 
a systematic campaign of rape to 
drive women into the desert, where 
they die of starvation.

Moreno Ocampo said he has 
more than 30 witnesses who will 
testify that al-Bashir engaged in 
genocidal acts.

“The intention was to exter-
minate three ethnic groups and 
that is why it is genocide accord-
ing to our view,” he told reporters 
at the court’s headquarters in The 
Hague.

Moreno Ocampo also claimed 
that Sudanese agents had offered 
prominent Darfur refugees money 
to speak out against the court or 
claim they lied to investigators. He 
did not elaborate but said that al-
Bashir’s agents “try to undermine 
our credibility in this way.”

If judges decide against is-
suing a warrant, Moreno Ocampo 
said he would appeal.

Prosecutors sought the war-
rants for al-Bashir in July on 
10 charges of genocide, crimes 
against humanity and war crimes. 
Al-Bashir denies the charges and 
his government does not accept the 
court’s jurisdiction.

Legal experts say the three-
judge panel that has taken seven 
months to analyze hundreds of 
pages of evidence is likely to issue 
a warrant on some, if not all of the 
charges. It would be the first time 
the court had ordered the arrest 
of a sitting head of state since it 
opened its doors in 2002.

“I would expect the court to 
issue arrest warrants,” said Andre 
Nollkaemper, a professor of inter-
national law at Amsterdam Uni-
versity.

Nollkaemper said judges at 
the court will not be taking fears of 
reprisal into account.

“I do not think the court will, 
at this stage of proceedings, engage 
in a balance between justice versus 
peace,” he said.

hTTP://4.bP.blogsPoT.Com/ _ Pg3eW _ IFI3A/shyAl7dmubI
President al-Bashir waves to a crowd at a press conference in 2008.

Two Cuban leaders undone by
“honey of power”
By Will Weissert 
(c) aP 2009

HAVANA (AP)–Fidel Castro said 
Tuesday that two of his closest 
lieutenants had become seduced 
by “the honey of power,” and hint-
ed that they were demoted because 
their angling for leadership roles 
in a post-Castro Cuba had become 
unseemly.

The article Castro published 
on a government Web site provides 
the first official hint of why two 
of the most powerful and public 
faces of the Cuban government 
were abruptly removed Monday in 
Cuba’s largest leadership shakeup 
in decades.

Castro sniffed at suggestions 
that President Raul Castro is put-
ting his personal stamp on the gov-
ernment he inherited from his old-
er brother a year ago. He wrote that 
officials sought his advice “even 
though there was no law requiring 
those who named them to do that.”

And he said the “two most 
mentioned” were too eager to ad-
vance.

“The honey of power, for 
which they had not sacrificed at all, 
awoke in them ambitions that led 
to an undignified role,” he wrote. 
“The external enemy was filled 
with illusions for them.”

The elder Castro did not 
name names, but the highest profile 
demotions were the ouster of For-

eign Minister Felipe Perez Roque 
and the stripping of Vice President 
Carlos Lage from his post as Cabi-
net secretary.

Foreign analysts and news 
media have often described the two 
as potential leaders of Cuba once 
82-year-old Fidel and 77-year-old 
Raul Castro leave the scene. The 
next-in-line under Cuba’s constitu-
tion is Vice President Jose Ramon 
Machado Ventura, 78.

Twenty other officials also 
were shifted, demoted or promoted 
in what the government called a 
streamlining effort.

Castro’s column, carried on 
the Cubadebate Web site, appeared 
to indicate that Cuban maneuver-
ing for possible talks with President 
Barack Obama’s new administra-
tion was not a major factor. Obama 
has said he is willing to talk with 
Cuban leaders and wants to loosen 
restrictions on travel to the island 
by Cuban Americans.

Both Perez Roque and Lage 
remain on the Council of State, 
Cuba’s top governing body, but 
Castro’s column leaves their future 
in doubt. No new post was speci-
fied for either man, although Lage 
remains vice president. He is con-
sidered the architect of economic 
reforms that kept the island’s com-
munist system alive following the 
collapse of the Soviet Union in 
1991.

Both men are far younger 

than most others in the Castros’ 
inner circle and have been popular 
among Cubans. Lage is an unpr-
ententious man who travelled in a 
Russian-made Lada subcompact 
well before officials mandated 
small cars for all officials. Perez 
Roque has a jovial, outgoing per-
sonality that many Cubans can re-
late to.

Perez Roque, 43, was Fidel 
Castro’s personal secretary, had 
been foreign minister since 1999 
and was known for his strident 
speeches against the United States 
and its 47-year-old trade embargo.

He was replaced by his dep-
uty, Bruno Rodriguez, who once 
served as Cuba’s ambassador to the 
United Nations.

Sarah Stephens, executive 
director of the Washington-based 
Center for Democracy in the 
Americas, met with Rodriguez in 
2007, while leading a delegation of 
U.S. lawmakers to Cuba and said 
the group “had a very positive ex-
perience with him.”

“If you (take) the fact that Ro-
driguez is fluent in English, a for-
mer U.N. diplomat with experience 
living in the U.S.–and add to those 
facts that he is replacing Fidel’s 
hand-picked foreign minister who 
pursued a narrower set of goals, 
then you can see significance in 
this for U.S.-Cuba relations,” she 
said before Castro’s column ap-
peared.

World heAlTh orgAnIzATIon/ PAul gArWood 



4 The SimmonS Voice march 5, 2009sports&FitNess

By Carisa Weaver
Staff Writer

A small group of  Simmons wom-
en learned some of the same life-
saving defense tactics the Israeli 
Army uses, on Feb. 23 in the Linda 
K. Paresky Conference Center at 
Krav Maga:  A Women’s Self-De-
fense Workshop.

“Krav Maga” literally means 
close combat and is the official self-
defense system used by the Israel 
Defense Forces, Israeli National 
and Military Police, and other anti-
terror/special forces units in Israel, 
according to the Krav Maga USA 
Web site.

Krav Maga is a system of self 
defense that is designed specifi-
cally for street combat situations 
in which the victim tries to escape 
but also inflict varying amounts of 
harm on their attacker to reduce 
the threat. The Krav system teach-
es people to use their natural body 
movements in order to escape from 
a dangerous situation. 

The women in attendance 
learned how to defend themselves 
against common attacks assailants 
use, including body restraints or 
knife and gun situations.

While the atmosphere was 
light, the techniques learned were 
important and potentially life-sav-
ing. 

The session was led by in-
structor Moshe Kats, a third-de-
gree black belt in Krav Maga. Kats 

started his martial arts training in 
a number of more intricate disci-
plines and said he “avoided Krav 
for many years because it was al-
most too easy.”  He then realized 
there was a need for “basic skills 
that everyone could learn and use 
to protect themselves.”

Junior Juliana Ross, an intern 
with the Grinspoon Fellowship, 
an Israel advocacy organization, 
brought the Krav Maga workshop 
to Simmons. 

Ross said she “wanted to 
share this fun and empowering 
workshop with the community 
here.”

The workshop was also co-
sponsored by the Simmons Hillel, 
the Israel Campus Roundtable, 
Multicultural Affairs, Residence 
Life, Student Government Asso-
ciation, and Health Education. 

Many of the attendees felt 
they left with a sense of how to use 
the knowledge they gained in real-
life situations. The women asked 
questions about specific attacks 
they were worried about. Some 
asked about being caught against a 
wall or if an assailant grabbed their 
hair. 

Kats answered all of their 
questions by teaching different 
techniques they could use. In the 
end, though, Kats warned that 
Krav Maga is “a powerful defense 
system because you don’t have to 
remember everything.”  Learning 
just a few moves will help a person 

Krav Maga teaches life-saving self-
defense techniques

CArIsA WeAver

Simmons women learned some of the same life-saving defense tactics the Israeli Army uses, during a self-defense 

workshop in the LKP.

in numerous situations because the 
body movements are basically the 
same in each situation.

Krav Maga has to be simple 
because it is the primary defense 
system taught to the entire Israeli 

Army, the only mandatory coed 
army in the world. The Israeli 
troops are given three weeks to 
learn every tactic they need to know 
to protect themselves during close 
combat situations. Krav’s practi-

CArIsA WeAver

Krav Maga is the primary defense system taught to the Israeli Army, the only mandatory coed army in the world.

CArIsA WeAver

The women who attended the self-defense workshop learned how to defend 

themselves against knife and gun situations.

kelly PelhAm

Dr. Jess Haines, TiElla Grimes, Melonie Griffiths, and Deb Schachter (L-R) 

were panelists at GoGirlGo.

GoGirlGo
continued from page 1

Leaders from different or-
ganizations presented small group 
discussions to inform attendees of 

their work and ideas. 
The organizations included 

GoKids whose representatives 
gave a discussion entitled “Know-
Fat.”  

Sport4Kids talked about how 

to build relationships with children 
around healthy eating habits. 

Representatives from Let’s 
Get Movin’ talked about learning 
how to read nutrition labels and 
how to incorporate healthy snacks 
into children’s lives. 

The Dorchester House orga-
nization gave a discussion titled 
“Topics for Change” and discussed 
the need for healthy changes in 
nutrition and body image among 
young girls. 

The Women’s Sports Founda-
tion’s GoGirlGo! program was es-
tablished to inspire girls to partici-
pate in physical activity and sports. 
The Boston branch, founded in No-
vember 2007, was the fourth divi-
sion.

“GoGirlGo! Boston is one of 
those organizations that we have a 
partnership with and we host their 
leadership conferences whenever 
we can,” Hammer said.

The program aims to educate 

and provide support for third- to 
eighth-graders on issues such as 
health-risk behaviors, body image, 
stress, bullying, and drugs.

Some of the GoGirlGo! tac-
tics include sports clinics, body 
image discussions, fitness groups, 
hip-hop dance, journaling, and 
theater performances. “The most 
important thing is that we are in-
vested,” said Griffiths.

The panelists emphasized the 
importance of getting the parents 
involved in the girls’ activities. 
“It’s so challenging to get parents 
engaged,” Haines said. All of the 
programs have an open-door poli-
cy to all parents.

 Schachter explained 
“mirroring”–the idea that if a 
child’s ideas about themselves are 
reinforced or mirrored, it can have 
a positive or negative effect. She 
said if the child thinks to them-
selves, “Someone thinks I’m great, 
someone thinks I’m special,” those 

positive thoughts will reinforce 
themselves.

Grimes, a younger member 
on the panel calls herself a “big sis-
ter” figure for many young people. 
“Stay away from recycled individ-
ualities,” she said.

She said she encourages 
young people to counter the mes-
sages they receive from the media 
because “media is just the selling 
of a product.” The healthiest ap-
proach to the media is just to be 
aware of the messages. 

“It was great to learn that 
strong, independent female social 
workers are devoting themselves to 
helping young girls grow up with a 
positive body image,” said sopho-
more Katherine Brooks. 

Brooks said it was “inspiring 
to hear about the community pro-
grams and after-school activities 
devoted to helping raise children 
with the strength to battle society’s 
skewed ideals.”

cal application in street fighting is 
what makes it such a powerful form 
of self-defense, and the successful 
application of Krav Maga does not 
require a lot of strength. 
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Protect your skin from the sun
By Amanda Collins
Staff Writer

With spring break approaching, 
many students cannot wait to get 
out of the chilly weather and into a 
warmer climate. If you are heading 
somewhere sunny next week, get 
your beach bag packed, but leave 
the tanning oil at home. A worry-
free week in the sun comes with 
one serious concern: cancer.

Melanoma cases among 
young women have risen 50 per-
cent since 1980, the Los Angeles 
Times reports, a trend that is most 
likely linked to an increase in tan-
ning. 

Melanoma is the most lethal 
form of skin cancer and takes more 
than 8,000 lives a year in the Unit-
ed States. It is the fastest growing 
cancer among college-age women, 
proving that youth is no defense for 
this disease. 

“It’s alarming,” says Dr. Mi-
chael Atkins, head of coetaneous 
oncology at Beth Israel Hospital. 
“Young women have to start tak-
ing notice to this.” 

So pay attention. Here is 
what you need to know about your 
risk for developing melanoma, and 
what you can do to prevent it. 

No one is immune to melano-
ma, but there are several risk fac-
tors you should look out for. 

Ultraviolet light 

Exposure to Ultraviolet (UV) light, 

produced by the sun or sun lamps, 
is associated with most mela-
nomas. More than 65 percent of 
melanomas are related to UV ex-
posure. Frequent sunburns, even in 
childhood, increase your risk sig-
nificantly. Every time skin is burnt, 
the risk for skin cancer increases. 
If you have had just one sunburn 
in your life, you are at a higher risk 
for developing melanoma.

Fair Skin

People with fair skin are 10 times 
more likely to get melanoma than 
African-Americans. Melanoma 
occurs most frequently in people 
who have fair skin and who burn or 
freckle easily. If you have naturally 
red or blonde hair or blue eyes you 
have a higher risk. 

Family or personal history

Melanoma runs in families. “Hav-
ing two or more family members 
with melanoma puts you at high 
risk,” says Dr. Atkins. Ten percent 
of patients with melanoma have a 
family member with the disease. 

A person who has already 
had melanoma is also at a higher 
risk. Between 5 and 10 percent of 
people with melanoma will devel-
op it again at some point. 

Moles

Having  many regular moles on 
your body can increase your risk 

for getting melanoma, but having 
just one irregular or dysplastic 
mole doubles your risk. Dysplastic 
moles are atypical and larger than 
regular moles. “They often have 
irregular borders or notches,” says 
Dr. Atkins These are considered 
pre-cancerous. 

Prevention and early detection

Melanoma is a cancer that can 
sometimes be prevented. When 
caught in its early stages, it is a can-
cer that can be treated and main-
tained. But once melanomas de-
velop, they grow, and metastasize 
quickly. “Taking steps to prevent it 
and watch for it are extremely im-
portant,” says Dr. Atkins. 

Limit UV exposure

Limiting your exposure to UV 
light is the easiest way to protect 
yourself from developing melano-
ma. Try to not be in the sun during 
mid-day hours. If you have to, be 
in the sun, wear sunscreen with a 
rating of at least 30 SPF along with 
protective clothing and hats. Do 

not use tanning beds or tan-accel-
erating agents. 

Be Aware of Sun-Sensitizing 
Medications

Many prescription and over-the-
counter medications, including 
antibiotics, birth control, and acne 
medication, can make your skin 
more sensitive to the sun. Ask 
your doctor or pharmacist about 
the side-effects of medications you 
use. If they increase your sensitiv-
ity to sunlight, be sure to take extra 
precautions.  

Know Your Skin

Take a long look at your skin. If 
you have freckles or moles, exam-
ine them. Determine if they are 
regular or irregular, and monitor 
them for changes. You should ex-
amine your skin every 6-8 weeks, 
and if you notice any changes, see 
a dermatologist. 

Follow the ABCDE Rule 

“This is an easy way to know if 
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Many students travel to sunny locations during spring break, where they spend hours in the sun.

you have a mole that needs to be 
checked out,” says Dr. Atkins. 
“Just remember, ABCDE.” 

The mnemonic ABCDE 
stands for Asymmetry, Borders, 
Color, Diameter and Evolution–the 
ways to identify moles that need to 
be looked at by a doctor. 

“A mole is asymmetrical if 
one side doesn’t match the other,” 
says Dr. Atkins. “And if the edges 
are uneven or blurred, that’s a bor-
der problem.” He also notes that 
moles should be even in color and 
less than six millimeters in diam-
eter. “Evolution means you need 
to watch for a mole to change or 
evolve. If it does, go to the doctor,” 
he says. 

Beyond the ABCDE rule, 
watch out for moles that bleed, 
burn, itch, or swell.

If you are concerned about 
your risk for melanoma, go to the 
Simmons Health Center on the 
Residence Campus, and ask to be 
referred to an area dermatologist. 
If your only worry is getting to 
your spring break destination, do 
not forget the sunscreen. 

Recycling 101 at Simmons
By Amanda Gross
Staff Writer

Of course you want to recycle. 
There’s that obnoxious little feeling 
that tugs on your conscience every 
time you throw a plastic bottle into 
the garbage. “But the recycling bin 
is so out of the way,” you argue. 
“It’s such a hassle.”

Here are five easy steps, so 
you can get every last scrap of pa-
per, every emptied water bottle, 
and every soda can on its way to a 
sustainable and purposeful future.

Step 1: Know why you recycle

“Why recycle?” some ask. “I know 
it’s ‘good for the environment,’ but 
how? Why should I care?”

By recycling, you are lessen-
ing the demand for new materials 
to be made. This means you are re-
ducing the negative environmental 
impact of creating new materials. 

Recycling means fewer trees 
are cut down to make paper, leav-
ing the trees to provide homes 
for wildlife and oxygen for us to 

breathe. Recycling means less 
trash dumped in a landfill, mak-
ing fewer landfills that your future 
home might be built next to. Re-
cycling means using less electric-
ity to create new products, which 
means less carbon is emitted into 
the ever-depleting ozone layer. 

Recycling aluminum uses 95 
percent less energy than producing 
new virgin aluminum. Aside from 
helping our environment, recycling 
is good for our economy–employ-
ing 1.1 million people across the 
nation and creating a continuing 
demand for these jobs.

        
Step 2: Know what you can re-
cycle

Simmons and Massachusetts re-
cycle all white and colored paper, 
which includes computer paper, 
post-its, stationary, newspaper, 
magazines, corrugated cardboard, 
receipts, manila folders, and pa-
perback books. 

You can also recycle plastics, 
aluminum, and glass, including all 
drink bottles and cans, as well as 

yogurt cups, drink boxes, and most 
plastic bags. Anything that has 1-7 
on the bottom of it means it can be 
recycled.

Step 3: Know what you cannot 
recycle

Perhaps even more important than 
what you can recycle is what you 
cannot recycle. 

Recycling the wrong items 
can lead to the contamination of an 
entire batch of recycling, sending it 
all to the landfill you were trying to 
save it from.

Non-recyclable items include 
overhead transparencies, copy-
paper ream wrappers, microfilm, 
peel and stick labels, blueprints, 
Styrofoam, hardcover books, flop-
py disks, candy wrappers, carbon 
paper, 3-ring binders, and pizza 
boxes.

Step 4: Know how to collect it

The tried-and-true easiest way to 
collect your recyclables is to put 
a recycling bin next to your trash 

can.
You may wonder: “What 

bin?”
Faculty and staff can get 

free bins from the Office of Busi-
ness Affairs. Simply call the call 
center at extension 1000 to place a 
request.

The academic campus tries 
to make it as easy as possible to re-
cycle while you are running from 
class to class every day. There are 
bins for bottles and cans located 
throughout Java City, Meyers Café, 
and the Fens Café. Look for bright 
blue trashcans or the triangular 
arrow-recycling symbol.

Students–you may have seen 
those blue bags with “Simmons 
Recycles” emblazoned on the front 
of them–those are free and avail-
able to students who live on the 
residence campus. 

Step 5: Know where to bring it

The most time-devouring, energy-

consuming part of recycling can be 
bringing your recyclables to the big 
bins down the hall.

In most dorms, the large blue 
and green recycling bins are locat-
ed on the first or ground floors. In 
the academic buildings, these big 
bins are also located on the ground 
floors.

Faculty and staff  have desk-
side recycling bins, which are 
checked nightly and are emptied 
with their trash cans when they are 
three-quarters full.  

Students, might have to exert 
a little more energy. But do not be 
discouraged. In reality, it probably 
takes less than two minutes to run 
downstairs with a bag or bin full 
of recyclables, dump them, and go 
back upstairs. Do you have two 
minutes to spare to help the earth?

If not, do you have two min-
utes to give your legs a stretch and 
get that heart-pumping with a little 
stair-induced cardio?

Now give yourself a strong 
pat on the back. You did your part. 
Just keep up the good work.

WWW.PhAnTomxP.Com

It is important to protect your skin with sunscreen when you tan.
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She is Simmons: Kohan leads 
Simmons’ tennis team

ProvIded by sTACey kohAn

Kohan poses with her mother Judy and her cousin Rebekah Kohan.

By Kate Clavet
Staff Writer

She says she had long ago decided 
she did not want to come to a wom-
en’s college, but here she is. “Sim-
mons was the first school I heard 
back from, and I came here and fell 
in love with the way they treated 
me,” says senior Stacey Kohan. 
“In the acceptance letter they put 
things about me that they liked; it 
definitely attracted me.” 

 Originally from Connecticut, 
senior Stacey Kohan says she did 
not want to stay there for college. 
“I love Connecticut, but I wanted 
to be somewhere else. [New York] 
is too big for me,” she says.  Bos-
ton was the next choice.  Kohan’s 
brother attended Wentworth Insti-
tute of Technology which exposed 
her to the Fenway area.  

“I need to be in a place where 
there is always something to do, I 
couldn’t have been in the middle of 
nowhere,” says Kohan.  Her busy 
schedule includes tennis practice 
and tournaments since she has 
been part of the Simmons tennis 
team since her first year.  

Kohan says she always knew 
she wanted to be a chemist. She 
says for a short while she thought 
of attending Massachusetts Col-
lege of Pharmacy and Health Sci-
ences, but decided against it and 
came to Simmons.  

Kohan will graduate in May 
with a bachelor’s degree in chem-
istry and a minor in biology.  “In 
a way I was always interested in 
research,” she says.  “I like being 
hands on. Research is about find-
ing something better and working 

with something new.”
Kohan has a lot of good things 

to say about the Chemistry Depart-
ment at Simmons. “The chemistry 
department is all good, I’ve had 
most of the professors more than 
once,” she says. 

Kohan says she especially 
likes the smaller classrooms and 
more face time with the professors. 
“I know all the people in my ma-
jor because the school is so small,” 
she says.  Simmons has all the best 
equipment and because there are 
so few students, they have more 
time to get more experience, which  
might not be available at a bigger 
school, Kohan says. 

“Whether Stacey is in the 
library studying for a chemistry 
exam, playing tennis on the courts, 
or being an outstanding friend, 
she is living each moment to the 
fullest and smiling the whole way 
through,” says Rachel Franchi, her 
roommate.

Kohan’s internship and thesis 
involves researching how to make 
an acid material stronger and more 
durable, which allows her to prac-
tice for real-life situations a chem-
ist may encounter. She researches 
and presents her findings to fac-
ulty. Though she talks of research, 
chemistry, and work in a lab, sci-
ence is not all Kohan is about.  

As captain of the tennis team 
at Simmons,  her responsibilities 
include organizing team dinners 
and events, including karaoke and 
movies. She says the team is small, 
respectable, and very close knit.  

During her first year, Kohan 
says was worried she would not be 
able to play tennis and study effi-

ciently. “But I missed tennis and 
I e-mailed the coach and started 
playing my second semester of 
freshman year, and became captain 
this year,” she says.

“For the four years I have 
known Stacey, she has been such 
a positive, free-spirited person,” 
says Alexandra Yudelevich, as-
sistant tennis coach and Simmons 
alumna. “I had the privilege to be 
on the Simmons tennis team with 
Stacey for three years and coached 
her for one year. She always dem-

onstrated professionalism, and her 
commitment to the team. She is 
someone who you always want to 
be around and her smile is conta-
gious,” she says.

This year the tennis team 
won the Great Northeastern Ath-
letic Conference (GNAC) champi-
onships, and in May the team will 
be entering the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA) 
championships. “The team is so 
easy, we all get along so well,” Ko-
han says.  In the offseason, every-
one has to commit to working out 
on their own, and playing tennis for 
an hour or so everyday.  “There is a 
lot of trust, everyone gets it done,” 
Kohan says.  

“In addition to her attributes 
as a talented singles player on the 
team, Stacey is an exceptional ex-
ample for the rest of the team in her 
attitude, sportsmanship, and posi-

tive spirit,” says Franchi.
When she is not doing re-

search or playing tennis, Kohan 
spends time with her friends. “It’s 
always good to see my friends, 
I always try to put time aside for 
myself besides school to keep my-
self happy and focused,” she says.  
She also likes to read books in her 
downtime. 

“Stacey is one of those people 
who lights up the room when she 
walks in,” Franchi says. “Although 
she didnt play tennis her freshman 
year, when she arrived during her 
second year, she made such an im-
pression on the team and on the 
coach she swiftly was chosen to be 
the team’s captain.” 

Kohan is a poised, intelligent 
woman and plans to get some ex-
perience in her field at a lab and at-
tend graduate school. “I’m open to 
anything really, just getting experi-
ence,” she says.   

ProvIded by sTACey kohAn

Kohan grew up in Milford, Conn., with her brother Ross and sister Shelley.

ProvIded by sTACey kohAn

Kohan has been on the Simmons tennis team for three years.
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Veggie Planet always has plenty of options for their vegan customers.

Journey to a “vegetarian planet” for delicious eats

By Meredith Wish
Staff Writer

Are you a vegetarian? Do you feel 
like you do not have many options 
for restaurants? Look no further, 
because Harvard Square has the 
hippest place for vegetarians and 
vegans, Veggie Planet. 

Veggie Planet is a small, hip 
restaurant that has the most deli-
cious pizzas, and not your aver-
age toppings. Even if you are not 
a vegetarian, I highly recommend 
Veggie Planet for its unique pizzas; 
no one can resist these great tasting 
dishes, not even the most fervent 
carnivores.

The restaurant has a true col-
lege feel, with its different colored 
walls and chalkboards that custom-
ers can write their favorite quotes 
on. The atmosphere resembles a 
small coffee house more than a 
pizza place. Not only do they have 
amazing tasting food, customers 
get a great experience–walking 
into the restaurant, the atmosphere 
grabs you immediately, giving you 
a fun and relaxing feel. 

Veggie Planet is known for 
having delicious pizzas; howev-
er, for those who are vegan, you 
can have either the pizza without 
cheese, or all of your selected top-
pings served over a bed of rice. 

Veggie Planet tries to accommo-
date everyone’s needs for a sat-
isfying meal. All the dough used 
is organic and made by the Haley 
House, a bakery in the south end.

Some of the out-of-the-ordi-
nary ingredients that people can get 
on their pizzas are almond sauce, 
black bean puree, coconut rice, 
tofu, Thai red peanut curry sauce, 
chili sauce, and a delicious roasted 
butternut squash. The pizza is in-
credibly tasty, making the name 
Veggie Planet a perfect fit for this 
restaurant; vegetables have never 
looked nor tasted this good.

On my journey to the best 
Planet in the galaxy, I got the 
“Lunch for Henry”, a combination 
of roasted butternut squash, cara-
melized onions, sage and creamy 
goat cheese. 

After one bite of this deli-
cious concoction, I never wanted 
to return to Earth. I have never 
had a pizza with roasted butter-
nut squash, nor heard of any other 
place that does this. In addition, it 
is highly rare to find a pizza place 
that has caramelized onions and 
goat cheese as an option. 

In Boston there are so many 
pizza houses that seem to only 
serve all the same flavors. Howev-
er, at Veggie Planet, not only will 
you get a unique pizza with sauces 
that kick the flavors up a few notch-
es, but all the food is offered for an 
amazing price. 

A small pizza is a little over 
$6 and it was enough to fill up one 
person. A large pizza is just a little 
over $10 and can definitely satisfy 
a group of four. 

Along with their delectable 
pizzas, Veggie Planet has an as-
sortment of tasty soups, salads, 
and great organic desserts. 

Not only does Veggie Planet 
serve food, but they try to bring a 
social awareness of environmental 
issues through various speakers 
and other events that take place 
either at the restaurant or places 
around Boston. It is a small place, 
with a huge impact. 

The restaurant also donates 
to local farmers, homeless servic-
es, and other organizations work-
ing for a social and environmental 
change. 

Each night the restaurant 
shares space with folk music club, 
Club Passim. Though the club is 
separate from the restaurant, it 
makes a dinner here all the more 
exciting. You can hear the singers 
clearly from the club, making any 
dinner into a stimulating event. 

At Veggie Planet not only will 
you get mind-blowing food, but the 
opportunity to discover new music 
from local musicians. 

The only issue I found at Veg-
gie Planet was the size. At night, 
when Club Passim starts, the quan-
tity of people who can sit in Veggie 
Planet becomes extremely minis-
cule. Though people can sit in Club 
Passim while being served by the 
Planet’s staff, there is an admission 
charge to sit in the club. 

Although the small atmo-
sphere could sometimes pose a 
problem, Veggie Planet is a won-
derful joint. The restaurant is right 
in the heart of Harvard Square, lo-
cated on a small side street, Palmer 
Street, off of Church Street. 

The restaurant is also conve-
niently located next to the AMC 
movie theatre (student IDs ac-
cepted), which frequently shows 
indie and foreign films.  So, catch 
a movie and grab dinner with your 
friends at Veggie Planet.

meredITh WIsh

Veggie Planet offers all their selections on pizzas or over a bed of rice.
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Boston Ballet in Rubies by George Balanchine (C) The George Balanchine Trust. 

Jewels shines at the Boston Ballet
By Traci Farrell
Staff Writer

The Wang Theatre was packed and 
buzzing with anticipation before 
the curtain rose on Boston Ballet’s 
rendition of George Balanchine’s 
Jewels, which premiered last 
Thursday.

Jewels, a three-part ballet, 
is comprised of “Emeralds,” “Ru-
bies,” and “Diamonds,” with each 
part accentuating an important as-
pect of the venerable art form, and 
Balanchine’s choreography is only 

gene sChIAvone.
Carlos Molina and Erica Cornejo in Emeralds by George Balanchine (C) 

The George Balanchine Trust.

enhanced by the costumes and 
stark background of each segment.

The show opens with “Emer-
alds,” a classical ballet “recalling 
the elegance and luxury of 19th 
century France” with music from 
Gabriel Faure, according to the 
Boston Ballet Web site.

“Emeralds” features intricate 
formations, and the female danc-
ers’ in particular, with their long 
tulle tutus, emphasize the airy sen-
timent while weaving through each 
other.

“Rubies,” the show’s stand-

out, seemed to be the audience’s 
favorite.  (The curtain rose to au-
dible gasps from the audience.)  
With music by Igor Stravingsky, 
the most energetic, athletic, and 
playful of the trio featured an out-
standing performance from soloist 
Kathleen Breen Combes.

Melissa Hough and James 
Whiteside also stood out in a fierce 
and playful pas de deux with strong 
energy and partnering skills.  The 
jazz-influenced ballet, sandwiched 
in the middle of the trio, allows 
the dancers to break free from the 

classical technique of “Emeralds” 
and “Diamonds.”  They flaunt their 
more playful sides with flexed 
hands, parallel feet, and an ever-
present, stunning athleticism.

“Diamonds” circles back 
around to more classical choreog-
raphy, featuring a large, sweeping 
corps.  The dancers demonstrate 
controlled balances and allon-
ges that, in addition to the white-
on-white color scheme, make 
“Diamonds” the most regal of the 
three.

While each ballet is visu-

ally stunning, the corps lacks the 
refined technique and precision 
required for such a Balanchine bal-
let.  Though it was opening night, 
and the first of the three ballets, 
“Emeralds” featured some less-
than-perfect formations and stiff 
movements.

“Emeralds” and “Diamonds” 
are beautiful ballets with magnifi-
cent costumes and presence; how-
ever, “Rubies” alone makes Jewels 
worth seeing.
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Gaiman’s haunting story provides life lessons about appreciation.

Haunting movie teaches children 
valuable life lessons
By Hilary Katulak  
contrbuting Writer

Every child, at some point in their 
adolescence, wishes to be some-
body else. Dolls, dress up clothes, 
action figures, and video games all 
inspire children to use their imagi-
nation in order to create worlds be-
yond their own. 

Movies have formed entire 
plot lines around children’s alter-
nate realties. 

One of the most acclaimed 
examples is Pan’s Labyrinth, di-
rected by Guillermo de Torro, with 
the haunting plot centering around 
Ophelia and the virtual reality cre-
ated in order to escape the difficult 
and trying circumstances of her 
life. 

Another example can be seen 
in children’s classics such as The 
Pagemaster, which focuses on a 
boy’s magical journey through 
books. 

What do these plots have in 
common? Both children used their 
imaginations as a form of escapism. 
The themes of escapism, imagina-
tion, and fantasy have recently 
been repackaged for the eerie chil-
dren’s fantasy film, Coraline.

Henry Selick, director of the 
cult classic The Nightmare Before 
Christmas, returns for his newest 
film, Coraline. Featuring the voice 
talents of Dakota Fanning and Terri 
Hatcher, Coraline revitalizes Neil 
Gaiman’s first children’s novel. 

The plot centers around the 
movie’s main character and name-
sake, Coraline. Forced to move 
from Michigan to Oregon where 
the weather is always too rainy to 
play, Coraline struggles to make 
her new home feel familiar. 

Surrounded by a cast of 
quirky characters and two busy, 
absorbed parents, the little girl is 
left to her own devices to unravel 
an alternate reality.

 Coraline, in some ways, is an 
isolated character. Left to amuse 
herself and having only one friend, 
her active imagination and willful 
playfulness provides the backdrop 
for the introduction of her imagi-
nary world. 

After a disappointing day, 
Coraline falls asleep only to awake 
in the middle of the night and find 
a portal leading to a children’s 
utopia. This alternate world con-
tains everything Coraline’s current 
world is missing– doting parents, 
blossoming gardens, delicious 
food, and constant entertainment, 
all of which entice her to return. 

She does return eventually, 
only to find out that her “other” 
mother is an “evil” mother.  Having 
a striking resemblance to a Broth-
ers Grimm fairy tale, Selick’s 3D 
animated piece has more under the 
surface than the typical animated 
feature.

Rated PG, this film (although 
advertised for children) is more 
adult than most on the market. The 

ratings are especially fooling, since 
the audience witnesses peoples’ 
mouths get sewn open. 

Regardless, this story relays 
an important concept in today’s 
society. Coraline wants everything 
she does not have, but, by the end 
of the film, learns how to appreci-
ate the things she does have. 

This concept, although done 
in a mature way, is important for 
children to conceptualize. Ulti-
mately, Coraline’s alternate reality 
was warped and flawed.

The score, done by Bruno 
Coalis, provides a haunting accom-
paniment to the film. Coalis, also 
known for scoring the similarly 
sounding film, Les Choristes, uses 
a children’s chorus to provide omi-
nous and foreshadowing hymns. 

The music especially comes 
to life with the movie’s 3D anima-
tion. While the characters burst out 
of the screen, the music is more 
pronounced and provides a nice 
undertone to the film. 

Coraline, although a small 
child, faces a big adventure to save 
all that she loves, which, in turn, 
provides a moral lesson on fam-
ily values. This film is too mature 
for the intended audience, but is a 
prime model of appreciating fam-
ily. 

Coraline is a modern fairy 
tale for children which allows them 
to see that the grass is not always 
greener on the other side.

hTTP://eATdrInkAndbemArysue.FIles.WordPress.Com/
Watchmen, a celebrated graphic novel, is now a major motion picture.

Movie adapatation does not 
compare to original book
By Peter Frisman
Staff Writer

It’s almost here.
The most anticipated film in 

recent memory, as well as the only 
film in recent memory that can be 
described as “the most anticipated 
film in recent memory” without 
seeming the least bit hyperbolic, 

will be released in theaters, with 
either spectacular or disastrous 
consequences. 

Alan Moore’s Watchmen, the 
Iliad of graphic novels, is being 
adapted to film after a decade of 
rumors, with 300’s Zack Snyder at 
the helm. 

Untold legions of fan-boys 
stand ready to flood the theaters, 
all hoping for a movie that cannot 
be described as anything but a mas-
terpiece.This fan-boy, however, is 
far more flexible. This movie will 
turn out to be either a masterpiece 
or a monumental flop. 

If Snyder’s Watchmen opens 
to popular and critical scorn, no 
one will see the movie as the defin-
itive film adaptation of the comic 
book, thus making a do-over a pos-
sibility. 

The remake can then learn 
from the mistakes of its predeces-
sor, and come to be known as the 
definitive Watchmen film–deserv-
edly.

The worst possible scenario? 
Snyder’s movie is decidedly medi-
ocre–obviously lackluster in some 
areas, but decent enough to satiate 
the fans and the general populace. 

Should that be the case, Hol-
lywood would never see any great 
impetus to give a Watchmen adap-
tation another shot, thus leaving us 
stuck with a sub-par effort that we 
all know could be far better. This 
seems to have been the case with 

The Golden Compass.
Given the director, it seems 

that a masterpiece is the least like-
ly outcome. Snyder’s remake of 
Dawn of the Dead was little more 
than one product in the assembly 
line of movies being retooled by 
Hollywood to be slicker, faster, and 
louder. 

I have not seen 300, due to its 
reviews and claims of its archcon-
servative ideology and homopho-
bic undertones (sex columnist 
Dan Savage described it as “Ann 
Coulter on a meth binge”). 

A filmmaker noted for forgo-
ing subtlety is hardly the best choice 
to direct Watchmen, the depth of its 
plot and characters suggesting that 
it was the reason the term “graphic 
novel” was coined.

Adding insult to injury, the 
Watchmen movie was previously 
in the hands of Terry Gilliam and 
Darren Aronofsky, both of whom 
were conceivably capable of turn-
ing the film into the next Lord of 
the Rings. 

Having the project thrust 
into Snyder’s hands after those two 
feels like a CEO skipping over the 
Harvard graduates to give control 
of the family business to his high 
school dropout son.

Snyder turning Watchmen 
into a film that does justice to its 
source material is about as likely 
as an understudy paving her way 
to Broadway after the lead actress 

falls ill. 
But, even less probable is the 

desertion of the film by the fan-
boys, regardless of its critical re-
ception.

 In an incomprehensible 
mindset, the most hardcore fans of 
something always want to see its 
film adaptation, regardless of its 
quality. 

But what it comes down to 
is this–if an adaptation is terrible, 
it should not be seen, to avoid re-
warding its makers and sullying 
the memories of the original prod-
uct.

This line of thinking is rea-
son enough for having not seen 
The Golden Compass or the Ma-
trix sequels. Why feel obligated to 
make yourself part of a franchise 
simply because you enjoy its raison 
d’être? 

Stick to that and refuse to pa-
tronize those who seek to capital-
ize on your loyalty, or at least make 
them work for it. 

See a movie adaptation be-
cause it’s good, not because you 
enjoy the original so much you feel 
the need to see every incarnation 
of it.

That is my message to my 
brethren. As for me, I will be steel-
ing myself for the likely critical 
gutting of Snyder’s potential epic–
or worse still, critical lukewarm 
praise–and following my own ad-
vice.
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And Then There Was the Word
A column about our language: A Skinch of Slang 
By Sidney Berger, Ph.D.   
ProfeSSor of communicationS

I recently came across, among 
my books, two issues of a journal 
called Current Slang, dated Spring 
and Summer 1969.  It was put out 
by the University of South Dakota, 
but since the contributors to this 
publication were from all over the 
country, the words listed represent 
a wide geographical range of lan-
guage use.

The thin little pamphlets 
were produced on a typewriter and 
mimeographed (how many of my 
readers know what a mimeograph 
machine was?), and are pretty 
crude productions.  The entire con-
tents is an alphabetical list of slang 
words submitted by students and 
others.  Each word was sent to the 
editors on a 3” x 5” index card with 
a definition, along with the initials 
of the submitter, and sometimes an 
example of how the word or phrase 
was used.

This, then, is a little histori-
cal slice of language compiled by 
the speakers themselves, so we 
may presume that the words are 
accurately defined.

What is amusing is the vo-
cabulary these contributors have 
identified as slang, and the loss of 
most of them today.  Slang words 
may have a currency of a short pe-
riod of time, in a narrowly defined 
geographical area.  Occasionally 
a word gets beyond that area and 
makes the rounds in the country.  
And sometimes the word enters 
the permanent vocabulary, either 
as a slang word, or as one fully 
accepted into the canon of formal 
English.

Current Slang adds a bit of 
information to each entry:  who 
uses the words identified.  For in-
stance, it lists “skinch,” defined as 
“A small number or quantity,” and 
it identifies the word as common 
to “College females, New Hamp-
shire.”  The example they give is:  
“I only want a skinch of food.”  
(Disregard the misplaced “only” in 
that sentence.)

Webster’s Third Internation-

Sudoku 
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Directions: Fill in the squares 
with numbers one through 
nine. Every three-by-three 
box should include every 
number one through nine 
once, as should every row 

and column. The answers to 
this Sudoku will appear in 

next week’s issue.
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Last Week’s Answers This Week’s Sudoku 

March 6
12th Annual International Women’s Day Break-
fast. A discussion of who owns your food and 
water globally and locally. 
Academic Campus, Linda K. Paresky
Conference Center 
RSVP required to attend, e-mail diane.ham-
mer@simmons.edu
7:30–9:30 a.m.

March 7
Dirty Dancing on stage
Boston Opera House, Boston, Mass.
2 p.m. 

March 8
The Silk Road Ensemble with Yo-Yo Ma
Boston Symphony Hall
Boston, Mass. 
3 p.m. 
 
March 9
Common at the House of Blues
House of Blues
Boston, Mass. 
6 p.m. 

March 10
Center For Gender in Organizations Distin-
guished Scholar Series: The Accumulation of 
Disadvantage featuring Barbara Lawrence 
The School of Management Building M501
4:30–6 p.m. Reception 6–6:30 p.m. 

March 11
Weaving Science into Sculpture
Nathalie Miebach, an artist weaves scientific 
data into colorful 3D sculptures. 
Boston Museum of Science
Boston, Mass.
7 p.m
Boston, Mass.

     Save the Date March 6-11
al Unabridged Dictionary actually 
gives the word as a British verb, 
meaning, “To be stingy . . . in re-
spect to (material or a person); to 
be sparing,” and we are told that it 
is usually used with the word “on,” 
as in “Don’t skinch on the food.”  
In this country, it has become a 
noun.

Whoever submitted this to 
Current Slang must have had some 
connection with a British speaker.  
Certainly this word has pretty 
much gone from the language.  
Why it appears in Webster’s is a 
mystery to me.

Some other slang words from 
these issues:  “Hook.”  This means 
a grade of C, I guess from its shape.  
“Smucked”; to be cheated or treat-
ed unfairly.  “Clutch”; to react to 
a sudden shock; to pause; a delay 
while recovering from a shock.

I am fascinated by the great 
number of these words and phras-
es (the two issues together had 
about 300 entries) that have com-
pletely disappeared from common 
use—or even any use.  Where, for 
instance, have you heard “hum-
mer” to be used to mean an idiot 
or a backward person?  Has any-
one ever head someone say, “Pass 
the cat food”?  This means to say 
something unflattering or “catty.”  
Not in my vocabulary.

On the other hand, many of 
the slang items here have survived.  
Most of us are familiar with “cop 

out” (to quit), “check it in” (go to 
bed), “bummer” (a bad or depress-
ing experience), “dump on” (to 
criticize), and “flake” (a dumbbell; 
one who is not very bright).  

The meaning of this last 
word, “flake,” has evolved to mean 
one who is not only stupid, but who 
is also unreliable.  “I expected him 
to show up but he never appeared.  
He’s a real flake.”  

Also in that definition is 
the word “dumbbell,” which has 
evolved to “dummy.”  I have not 
heard anyone called a dumbbell 
in decades, but I often hear people 
say, “He’s a dummy.”  More evolu-
tion of the language.

Other slang survivors from 
the ’60s that don’t need explana-
tion are:  “potty mouth,” “NARC,” 
“nurd” (it was spelled with a U back 
then), gross (meaning displeasing 
or unpleasant—I guess it was slang 
in the ’60s), “hang in there,” “drop 
acid” (I assume most of my readers 
know what this means), “go banan-
as,” “out of sight” (beyond belief), 
and “humongous.”  

This last word has persisted 
in English to this day, meaning 
“large” or “heavy,” as it was de-
fined in Current Slang.  But since 
it is truly a slang word, it made its 
way to the Webster’s Unabridged 
recently enough not to be in the 
regular listing of words, but to be 
in the Addenda section.  The date 
of my Webster’s is 2002.  I would 
have thought that by then the word 
would have made it to the central 
listing.  

A humongous body of writ-
ing exists on slang.  On Google 
alone, in 5-hundredths of a second, 
I got over 19 million hits on the 
word.  Since I teach formal writ-
ing, I advise my students to stay 
away from obviously slang words, 
which are clearly part of informal 
communication.  But having a rich 
slang vocabulary will spice up any 
exchange, and an occasional slang 
word may have a place in formal 
prose.

Enough for now.  Quoting 
Current Slang, I shall now make 
like a tree and leave.

A humongous 
body of writing 
exists on slang.  
On Google alone, 
in 5-hundredths 
of a second, I got 
over 19 million 
hits on the word.  

     Have an event for the calendar? E-mail voice@simmons.edu. 
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To the Editor:

We appreciate that the general point of Kathleen McKendry’s article “Beware of Deadly Antibiotic-Resistant 
Viruses” was to bring attention to an emerging public health problem and confound the myths surrounding it.  
However, the Science community at Simmons feels that message may have been severely distorted by the same 
confusing language and poor explanations that have kept the general public in the dark about this issue for years. 
The emergence of multiple antibiotic resistant super bugs, such as MRSA, coupled with stories of inappropriate 
use of antibiotics have spurred health officials to give much needed attention to this problem.  While McKendry 
does make good points in her article the headline and caption are misleading and false. Therefore, we would 
like to provide a few facts about drugs and infectious diseases as well as re-emphasize the ones that McKendry 
correctly addressed.  

1.) Antibiotics are used to treat bacterial infections ONLY, not viruses (like the flu), or parasites (like 
malaria). 

2.) Your body does NOT develop a resistance to or build up a tolerance for antibiotics; the bacteria that 
live in your body may. 

3.) It is very important to finish the entire course of antibiotics prescribed by your doctor and to be 
aware of any possible side effects or drug interactions. 
4.) Antibiotics, anti-virals and vaccines generally do more good than harm. They have been saving lives 

for over a century and should not be feared. If you have additional interest in this subject, ask your doctor, come 
over to the Park Science building, walk down Longwood Ave, or Google it. The correct information is out there 
and is easy to find. Every woman and man in the Simmons community should be an advocate for their own 
health and their right to understand their diagnosis and treatment. 

Be well.

Sincerely,
The Biology Liaison, Chem/Phys Liaison, Pre-Med Liaison, ALANA Nursing Liaison, Student Nursing As-
sociation, PT Liaison

Administration 
needs to step up 
its game
Simmons has been benched. Years of bad financial decisions and unquali-
fied leaders have put the College in a delicate and potentially collapsible 
state. Students are beginning to lose faith in the administration’s ability 
to make choices that will put Simmons back in the game. 

We have a suggestion. 
In a show of solidarity to the anxious faculty and staff, any Sim-

mons employee who makes over $125,000 per year should voluntarily cut 
their own salaries.

Just when we thought the ceaseless list of budget cuts would run the 
institution dry, a cut of a different kind appeared. Last Friday, Simmons’ 
faculty and staff learned that dozens of them will be laid off with a loom-
ing possibility of more soon. 

The future of Team Simmons does not look good. The current hir-
ing freeze will prohibit students who know and love Simmons from com-
ing back and working here like many have in the past. No pay increases 
and a cut in retirement benefits leave the benched faculty members fearful 
about their chances for a comfortable future. 

The last ditch efforts to save the College include discussing possible 
changes that will drastically alter what Simmons stands for as an insti-
tution. Going coed? Cutting more faculty or staff? Getting rid of less-
popular majors? 

It’s all on the table. 
What about the new School of Management building, that appears 

to be draining massive amounts of money while bringing relatively little 
in? A multi-million dollar investment in a program with declining en-
rollment does not show the Simmons community that the administration 
cares what is the most beneficial for the largest amount of people at Sim-
mons. 

Interim President Helen Drinan has proposed admitting larger class 
sizes at the same time as we decrease the number of faculty members. 
With the dorms and classrooms already overcrowded, does the admin-
istration care that the overall quality of education and experience will 
weaken significantly?

It’s time to lead Team Simmons onward into a new era of change 
and accountability, and a sign that the College’s leaders can be counted 
on to suffer along with its beloved team members could be just the morale 
booster Simmons needs.

Every sacrifice will help.  And if the College plans on getting back 
in the game any time soon, its team captains need to start taking respon-
sibility. To the administration: it’s time to practice what you preach. 
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Commencement speakers may 
make or break ceremonies

Security changes on campus decreases 
safety for students

sAmAnThA Furbush

Bianca Jagger, human rights activist, spoke at the 2008 commencement.  

Many commencement attendees found her speech to be inappropriate and 

too long.  The commencement speech is important to many graduates.

Is sacrificing safety 
at certain entry-
ways worth the 
money that is being 
saved?

By Alexa Magarian
contributing Writer

In a sea of caps and gowns, with 
proud parents holding up their 
digital cameras and craning their 
necks to catch a glimpse of their 
special graduate, one unfortunate 
thought may be running through 
everyone’s mind: “When is this 
going to end?”

What makes a great college 
graduation speaker? What do stu-
dents want to hear as they leave 
one chapter in their life and head 
into the next? Are they yearning 
for words of wisdom, or something 
more inspiring? 

For some people the speaker 
at such an important and tradition-
al event matters.

Last May, during the 103rd 
Simmons College Commence-
ment, Bianca Jagger, human rights 
activist and former wife of Roll-
ing Stones’ Mick Jagger, spoke 
to almost 1,600 people, including 
graduating students, friends, and 
family at the Bayside Exposition 
Center.

Though I was not present, I 
found a copy of her speech, and 
decided that I must agree with the 
other students who thought the 
experience of listening to her was 
painfully long, boring, and not 
what they wanted to hear on, for 
some, the last real day tied to their 
formal education experience.

One cannot argue that Jagger 
is an accomplished human rights 
advocate. She is a Council of Eu-
rope Goodwill Ambassador and 
chair of the World Future Council. 

Her work has been globally 
recognized. She has traveled to Af-
ghanistan to support Afghan wom-
en’s projects and has campaigned 

in Zambia to help bring awareness 
to children and adults suffering 
from AIDS. 

So then, why were students 
so disappointed with her speech?

Jagger seemed to jump all 
over the place. She went from 
the inspiration of her mother and 
working in Latin America, to bash-
ing the Bush Administration, then 
going on about the horrific events 
of Sept. 11, the current situation in 
Iraq and even global warming. 

Jagger was supposed to speak 
for only 15 minutes, but instead 
spent 55 minutes up at the podium, 
making spectators restless and an-
noyed.

The speech lacked creativity 
and direction. It would have been 
better to focus on just one experi-
ence of her life and how it could 
directly relate to the students she 
was speaking to. 

The best speeches are de-
signed more like stories, filled with 
humor and some real-life lessons. 

Too many facts are not neces-
sary, but Jagger decided to take that 
approach, reciting dates, percent-
ages and quote after quote from 
names people wouldn’t remember.

Graduating senior Alina 
Ashjian was one of the many who 
found Jagger’s speech to be hor-
rible. 

“Everybody was booing her. 
It had nothing to do with us gradu-
ating and to this day it still both-
ers me that my family and friends 
who came to see me graduate from 
nursing school did not enjoy the 
ceremony. My boyfriend has video 
footage of people sleeping. That’s 
not the way a graduation ceremony 
should be–ever,” said Ashjian.

So what does make a gradua-
tion speaker enjoyable?

Simmons College goes 
through an extensive process to 
find the most suitable speaker for a 
Commencement ceremony.  

The president’s council looks 
at Simmons alumnae, honorary 
degree recipients, and even cur-
rent events. Once three potential 
candidates are picked, the market-
ing department goes forward with 
contacting them and eventually a 
speaker is chosen.

The team in charge of Com-
mencement ceremonies considers 
many factors when they are look-
ing at possible speakers. 

It is important that the speak-
ers “have a message that is ap-
propriate to undergraduates,” says 
Donna Dolan, Registrar of Sim-
mons. 

It is also considered a bonus 
if the speaker is a Simmons alumna 
because everyone at the ceremony 
can see an accomplished person 
from their own college. The speak-
er “understands the pressures . . . 
classes . . . residents’ halls,” says 
Dolan.

Simmons College seniors 
must know by now that the Com-
mencement speaker for this May’s 
graduation ceremony is Gwen Ifill, 
a Simmons Alumna who was the 
moderator for this year’s vice-pres-
idential debate between Joe Biden 
and Sarah Palin. 

Ifill has spoken at a Simmons 
graduation before.  

Other Simmons Alumna have 
spoken at previous Commence-
ments, such as Joyce Kulhawik, an 
arts and entertainment anchor for 
WBZ-TV News, along with Sim-
mons College Trustee Regina Pisa, 
who is the chairman and managing 
partner of the law firm of Goodwin 
Procter LLP.

It would be refreshing to hear 
Ifill tell students something that we 
do not already know, or something 
that we would love to know upon 
entering the “real world.” 

With her newly released 
book, The Breakthrough: Politics 
and Race in the Age of Obama and 
her unique experiences during such 
a historical event, I am certain that 
Ifill will leave a lasting impression 
on seniors.

I literally jumped for joy 
when I tore open the letter that an-
nounced the speaker. I loved boast-
ing to friends and family during the 
debates that Ifill went to Simmons, 

and now she would be present at 
my graduation. All I can hope is 
that she is nothing like Jagger.

It is exciting to have an ac-
complished Simmons Alumna 
as our speaker. This could moti-
vate students to go on to do great 
things, and make their mark in the 
world today. 

I want to hear something that 
will stay with me long after I leave 
Simmons. What is important to me 
is to hear words that will always 
remind me of the enriching educa-
tion I received, and the endless pos-
sibilities that will come from it.

investigate rumors. argue your point. discover the power 
of your own voice. get involved. 

 join the simmons voice. 
the possibilities are endless.

6 p.m. Sundays.
arnold hall living room.

By Kathleen McKendry
Staff Writer

Until recently, along with con-
stant patrols of both the academic 
and residence campuses, Sim-
mons College has always had se-
curity staffed at certain locations 
on campus–the parking booth, the 
Lefavour Hall concierge desk, and 
the Main College Building (MCB) 
concierge desk. 

Now, the first two locations 
are no longer staffed, and the MCB 
has seven student workers at the 
desk Monday through Friday, 8:30 
a.m. until 4:30 p.m.

This change was made in ef-
fort to save money for the college. 
Student labor costs are less than 
what the college was spending to 
staff those locations before, how-
ever, is saving money worth not 
having surveillance at all of these 
frequently used entrances to our 
school?

These student workers went 
through training, mostly done by 
public safety, before they began 
work. They were educated on the 
“do’s” and “don’ts” of working at 
the concierge desk and how to be 
the most attentive worker sitting at 
the MCB concierge desk in order 

to provide safety and information 
to all of the students and guests 
who walk through the door.

Not only are these work-
ers trained to give information to 
those who have questions, they are 
not supposed to leave their desks 
unattended or allow themselves to 
be distracted by friends, i-Pods, 
books, or the express Web stations 
that are right next to them in order 
to pay the utmost attention to all 
of the happenings in the busy en-
tranceway of the MCB. 

They have also been properly 
trained on what to do in case of an 
emergency.

These changes at the con-
cierge desks are the only changes 
that have been made to security 
measures for the students’ safety. 
Simmons did not cut back on the 
traditional 24/7 security patrols that 

both Securitas and the Simmons 
College Police make throughout all 
of the academic buildings and on 
the residence campus.

Replacing security at infor-
mation desks with properly trained 
student workers seems like noth-
ing would be different, since those 
positions have been used mainly to 
provide information to people who 
are lost. However, why axe the po-
sitions at the other entrances? 

The entrance into the library 
is used just as frequently as the en-
trance at the MCB. Is sacrificing 
safety at certain entryways worth 
the money that is being saved? 

What if suspicious and po-
tentially dangerous activity hap-
pens in the lobby of the library 
building? What if the security on 
routine patrol happens to not be in 
the area at that given moment? 

With no one staffing that 
concierge desk, whether it is a stu-
dent, Securitas, or the campus po-
lice, this means that there is no one 
trained on how to handle an emer-
gency situation. 

Last spring, there was a big 
deal that was made about campus 
police being equipped with guns. 
It is not okay to take a giant step 
like this, using the argument that 

it is for students’ safety, but then 
choose to leave a wide space open 
to the possibility of danger to oc-
cur.

If the school is going to make 
some cost-saving changes, okay. 
Given the current state of the na-
tional deficit, it is understandable 
for any industry to do what they 
can to save money, as long as those 
options make sense. 

But at least think about po-
tential situations, no matter how 
unlikely, while making these 
changes. 

If students are properly 
trained for emergency situations 
while sitting at desks that are main-
ly used for informational purposes, 

that is understandable, since they 
are essentially doing the same job 
as the trained professionals who 
used to sit there.

However, the only way to 
have this change make sense, both 
of these concierge desks should be 
staffed in order to guarantee that 
all of the frequently used points of 
access into our buildings are moni-
tored to keep students, faculty, and 
staff safe.  

Staffing only one desk is like 
placing all your eggs in one basket 
with the hopes that nothing is go-
ing to happen in the lobby where 
no one is watching.
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Hip Hop, and we don’t stop

The Black Student Organization (BSO) held a Hip Hop Exhibition on Feb. 27 from 6-9 p.m. in Alumnae Hall.  The 
event showcased “the four elements of Hip Hop” including a break dance competition, a rap battle, graffiti artists, and 
two DJ’s spinning Hip Hop songs all night long.  There was also a “make-your-own-teez” table for students to make a 
Hip Hop themed t-shirt.
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