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Interim President Helen Drinan spoke at the ribbon-cutting ceremony of the Fens Café’s grand opening on Tuesday. 

Simmons scathed 
in national 
economic crisis
By Traci Farrell
Staff Writer

Simmons has been living beyond 
its means for the past few years, ac-
cording to interim President Helen 
Drinan, and the college is now suf-
fering from the effects of lower 
enrollment numbers, construction 
costs, and a national financial cri-
sis.  

In an e-mail sent to faculty 
and staff members this past sum-
mer, Drinan urged employees to 
“be frugal in spending, prudent in 
reducing expenses,” and to look for 
all opportunities to save money.

“We did not touch anything 
having to do with the programs or 
staff,” she said. According to Dri-
nan, approximately $3.5 million 
has already been taken out of the 
budget.

However, according to Diane 
Raymond, Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences (CAS), the col-
lege’s 12 units “together gave back 
$5 million, [and] we need about an-
other $5 million.”

Drinan is focused on finding 
the “right balance” between the 
student population and programs 
and believes Simmons should be 
“just fine” once that that balance is 
struck.

“What is the best use of Sim-
mons’ dollars?” Drinan said.  “At 
the end of all of this, that is what I 
am concerned about.”

Even if all of the college’s 
construction projects were fin-
ished, Simmons would still be liv-
ing beyond its means, according 
to Raymond. “There’s a real sense 
that we’re in this as a team. . . . In 
past years I think people would 
have hidden money.”

Some faculty members at the 
meeting raised concerns regarding 
the college’s financial practices un-
der former Senior Vice President 
for Finance and Treasurer Bert 
Goncalves. Others were confused 
and frustrated about only now 
learning the extent of Simmons’ 
financial situation. The college re-
ceived “a clean bill of health every 
single year from the auditors,” and 
no money is missing, Raymond 
said.

Drinan’s e-mail chronicled 
the record-high undergraduate en-
rollments the past few years; how-
ever, the numbers are decreasing 
because of increased energy prices 

Fens strives for environ-
mentally friendly dining
By Meredith Blake
Staff Writer

Simmons College interim Presi-
dent Helen Drinan cut the utensil-
covered ribbon in honor of the of-
ficial grand opening of the Fens 
Café on Tuesday. Vender and com-
pany representatives touting free 
samples of chicken, fresh fruit, 
and yogurt enticed students to stop 
by their tables as they announced 
how proud their respective compa-
nies were to support the college’s 
initiative to provide both quality 
foods and eco-friendly cafeteria 
products. Colorful balloons were 
placed around the Fens and differ-
ent companies invited students to 
enter raffles for gift cards. 

“I love this idea and I wish 
we could have it once a semester,” 
said sophomore Katherine Brooks. 
“It really brings together the Sim-
mons community at meal time.” 

 “I think it’s fantastic,” said 
Director of Dining Services Jeff 
Stone of the grand opening. “I’m 
glad that we can showcase coming 
together and working with the stu-
dents.”

Stone said that one of the 

goals of the new cafeteria was 
to provide students with more 
“healthy entrée meals” and that 
the staff was working to provide 
carbohydrate and gluten-free reci-
pes. Although he does not have the 
exact calendar days set yet, Stone 
said that students can expect to see 
things like “Meatless Mondays and 
Gluten-Free Tuesdays” soon.   

“We’re trying to be more 
health-conscious as more and 
more people are diagnosed with 
Celiac,” Stone said. According to 
the National Foundation for Celiac 
Awareness, celiac is “an autoim-
mune digestive disease that... in-
terferes with absorption of nutri-
ents from food.” Almost one out of 
133 Americans has some form of 
celiac, but 97 percent are undiag-
nosed. Simmons College is taking 
notice; fliers at the cash registers 
in the Fens invite gluten-intolerant 
students to talk to the staff about 
their concerns. 

“We’re excited to bring in 
gluten-free products,” Stone said 
as he picked up a package of “Food 
Should Taste Good” chips. The 
company sells only gluten-free 
chips that are processed on ma-

chinery that does not come in con-
tact with other products that may 
contain gluten. 

Robin Daglian, a marketing 
manager for Hallsmith Sysco, was 
enthusiastic about her company’s 
partnership with Simmons. Ac-
cording to their pamphlet, Sysco 
aims to provide “environmentally 
friendly products to help our cus-
tomers and our planet succeed.” 
Simmons currently uses recycled 
paper napkins purchased through 
Sysco from Eco-Products, which 
Daglian said is the “second greenest 
company in the world.” Eco-Prod-
ucts uses recycled, compostable, 
and biodegradable products. 

“We support Simmons’ vi-
sion for a more environmentally 
safe future,” Daglian said. 

Ecolab advertized a similar 
objective. The company’s motto of 
“solutions that go beyond green,” 
shows the corporation’s initiative 
to provide its buyers with envi-
ronmentally friendly products that 
minimize the amount of water, 
packaging, and chemicals used and 
maximizes their recyclability and 
effectiveness.
Green dininG see page 3

and an unstable stock market. 
Last year, the Class of 2011 

had 479 deposited students, not 
including Dix scholars or transfer 
students, according to a second e-
mail from Drinan sent on Sept. 9.  
This year, Simmons had 400 de-
posits from first-year students.

Financial constraints were 
the deciding factor for the “vast 
majority” of accepted undergradu-
ates who declined to attend Sim-
mons.

The cost of Simmons’ con-
struction projects has also contrib-
uted to the financial situation; how-
ever, “even if we’ve fully finished 
all of our building, we are still liv-
ing beyond our means,” Raymond 
said.

The new School of Manage-
ment/Academic Building, which 
received a $4.5 million loan for the 
project, will be ready for move-in 
on Dec. 15.  The School of Man-
agement will only occupy the left 
side of the building; the right side, 
which protrudes onto the quad-
rangle, will be for college-wide 
use, according to Deborah Merrill-
Sands, Dean of the School of Man-
agement.

Until the economy improves, 
Simmons will continue to weather 
the economic downturn, and The 
Simmons Voice will continue to 
chronicle the events as they un-
fold.

“[Simmons] to-
gether gave back 
$5 million, [and] 

we need about an-
other $5 million.”

~Diane raymonD,
Dean of the College of artS 
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By Maria Costigan 
Contributing Writer

The academic semester officially 
started after the Simmons commu-
nity gathered in the Holmes Sports 
Center for the 96th annual Honor’s 
Convocation to honor the class of 
2009 and recognize the incoming 
first-year class of 2012. 

When Honors Convocation 
was first established in 1912, it was 
called Founder’s Day Convocation 
in memory of the college’s founder, 
John Simmons, and was observed 
at Harvard Church in Brookline. 
Recently, Honors Convocation has 
become an opportunity to honor 
academic excellence within the 
senior class and present awards to 
deserving members of the faculty 
and student body. 

“It is the single most impor-
tant event for an academic commu-
nity,” said Helen Drinan, interim 

president of Simmons College. “It 
is also the signal that the school 
year has begun.”

This year’s Convocation was 
also an opportunity to hear an ad-
dress from Loung Ung, author of 
First They Killed My Father and 
Lucky Child. Ung spoke about the 
importance of family, never giving 
up, and examples of “the best of 
man’s humanity to man.” 

“I know that the possibility 
that some of you, many of you, 
will go out and change the world is 
very high,” said Ung. “If you have 
a dream, don’t give up. There will 
always be obstacles in your way– 
view them as an opportunity for 
growth.” 

Ung also spoke about speak-
ing English as a fourth language, 
and how she was told that she could 
never be a writer because she could 
never catch up with those whose 
native language is English. To that 

she said, “Success is the sweetest 
revenge.” 

Jessica Kowalski, president 
of the senior class, recognized the 
Class of 2012 by starting a new 
tradition. Seniors handed out pins 
bearing the Simmons seal and the 
phrase “Class of 2012,” which the 
class of 2012 will wear on their 
graduation robes in four years.

“My advice to all of you is to 
take things slowly, make the most 
of your time at Simmons both in-
side and outside the classroom,” 
said Kowalski. 

The convocation was also an 
opportunity to recognize several 
outstanding faculty, and students. 
“We really want to promote aca-
demic achievement,” Drinan said. 
“We want to give them the recogni-
tion they deserve.” The following 
faculty and student awards were 
handed out during convocation: 
The Dean’s Award for Exceptional 

Honors Convocation officially opens
academic year

Last Monday, Dr. Gary Marchionini and Cary C. Boshame, professors in 
the School of Information and Library Science at the University of North 
Carolina, came to open the Usability Lab at the school of Graduate School 
of Library and Information Science. At 2 p.m. there was a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony and that night Dr. Marchionini gave a lecture called “Under-
standing Human Information Interaction.” The talk was co-hosted by the 
Simmons and New England chapters of the American Society for Infor-
mation Science and Technology (ASIST). According to a press release 
issued by Rong Tang, with the new Usability Lab, Simmons students 
and faculty will “conduct user studies and usability testing/evaluation of 
specialized computer software, web interfaces, and library information 
systems.” The GSLIS Usability Lab is funded through a Pottruck Tech-
nology Faculty Fellowship. 

The Simmons College chapter of Best Buddies received an Outstand-
ing Chapter Award at Best Buddies International’s 19th Annual Student 
Leadership Conference last July. Best Buddies was founded in 1989, and, 
according to the organization’s official web site, works to enhance “the 
lives of people with intellectual disabilities by providing opportunities 
for one-to-one friendships and integrated employment.” The Simmons 
chapter was one out of 18 chapters chosen out of 400 college programs 
worldwide to receive the award. The conference was attended by almost 
1,400 students. “Each chapter’s creativity, dedication, and hard work play 
an important role in furthering the social inclusion of people with intel-
lectual disabilities within their communities and around the world,” said 
David Quilleon, the vice-president of programs for Best Buddies.

This fall, Susan Chudd, the assistant director of the Office of Student 
Leadership and Activities, led the office in placing an order for 2,300 
multi-subject notebooks. These notebooks were distributed to Simmons 
students for free. The company that publishes the notebooks is called All 
By Students (ABS) and covers the cost by allowing different brands or 
nonprofits to sponsor one of the subject dividers. The sponsors typically 
include coupons within their advertisements and the first eight pages of 
the notebook are full of campus information. Northwestern University’s 
Kellog School of Management students Avi Steinberg and Alejandro 
Bremer founded ABS Notebooks in 2006. 

GSLIS opens new usability lab

Simmons’ achievements get national 
recognition

Students receive free notebooks

Best  Buddies chapter receives award

Simmons College was once again named a “Best College” in its category 
by the 2009 U.S. News and World Report, one of “America’s Best Col-
leges 2008” by Forbes.com, and one of the “Best 368 Colleges” and a 
“great school for education majors” in the 2009 Princeton Review Guide-
book. “All of us in the Simmons community are delighted that national 
college guidebooks recognize Simmons as a leading institution of higher 
education,” said interim President Helen Drinan. The graduate entrepre-
neurship program at the Simmons School of Management also received 
attention and was ranked 22 out of 25 in Princeton Review, in conjunction 
with Entrepreneur magazine, list of the top 25 graduate programs in the 
entrepreneurship category. 

Compiled by Meredith Blake. 

ProvIded By samanTha FurBush

Seniors Stephanie Cameron, Samantha Furbush, Kelly Coughlan, and Kaitie Chakoian participated in the Honors Convocation ceremony.

Teaching was awarded to Eduardo 
Febles, assistant professor of mod-
ern languages and literatures. 

The Dean’s Award for Ex-
ceptional Undergraduate Advising 
was awarded to Mary Owen, asso-
ciate professor of biology. 

The Daniel S. Cheever Jr. 
Scott/Ross Community Service 
Award was awarded to Bonnie 
Betters-Reed, professor of man-
agement.

The Alumnae Achievement 
Award was awarded to senior Ana 
Getiashvili, co-president of the 
Multicultural Student Association. 

The Dianne M. Kenney 67 
Science Award was given to se-
niors Wendy Leung, Nadine Sur, 
and Elisabeth Schwarz for their 
excellence in science and interest 
in pursuing a career in scientific 
research or doctorate degree.

SimmonS in Brief
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Exhibit blends ethnicity and identity

By Whitney Stanley
Contributing Writer

On Sept. 9, Lizzie Simon, author 
of Detour: My Bipolar Road Trip 
in 4-D, gave a presentation to stu-
dents at Simmons College.  The 
first 150 people received a free 
copy of Detour: My Bipolar Road 
Trip in 4-D and even though only 
first-year students were required to 
attend, Alumnae Hall was filled to 
capacity. 

Detour chronicles Simon’s 
journey of connecting with others 
who are managing bipolar disor-
ders.  After her diagnosis at 17, it 
became clear to Simon that there 
were not any positive role models 
in the media who had this mental 
illness. 

“I really thought it was a 
dead-end... There was nothing out 
there saying you could have what 
you want just by managing this ill-
ness... which is why I got inspired 
to join the mental health move-
ment,” Simon said. 

The movement she advocates 
is funded by the National Mental 

Health Awareness Campaign.  Her 
work through Detour and the cam-
paign has helped educate many 
about mental illness in an attempt 
to remove the negative social stig-
mas attached to it.  Since the publi-
cation of Simons’ book, she has ap-
peared on Fox, NBC, CNN, NPR, 
and in The New York Post, and 
Nylon magazine, in order to spread 
her positive message.

Throughout most of her child-
hood and teenage years, Simon 
showed symptoms of bipolar disor-
der, but it was not until her senior 
year of high school that she was ac-
tually diagnosed.  However, before 
Simon received the proper care for 
her illness, she was misdiagnosed 
with clinical depression. While liv-
ing in Paris the medication she was 
prescribed sent her into psychotic 
episodes. This unfortunate reac-
tion led to a proper diagnosis and 
medical treatment.  

Simon then attended Colum-
bia University, and by the age of 23, 
was recognized by The New York 
Times for her outstanding work as 
a theater producer.  Upon reading 

an article in the same issue of The 
New York Times, which mocked an 
advertisement for mental health 
care, Simon realized she wanted to 
meet other people who were lead-
ing successful lives while manag-
ing bipolar disorder and perpetuate 
a positive image in the media. 

At the end of the presenta-
tion, Simon answered several 
questions from the audience.  She 
spoke about how therapy is a posi-
tive exercise for those with or with-
out mental illness, and how to be 
supportive of a loved one who is 
suffering from a mental disorder.  
She also pointed to continued med-
ical prescriptions, talk therapy, and 
yoga as part of her healthy lifestyle 
dealing with bipolar disorder.

Those in attendance had 
praise for Simon and her presenta-
tion.  First-year Caitlin Davis said, 
“As someone who had bipolar dis-
order in the family, I thought it was 
enlightening.”  

“I think it’s fantastic how 
well Simmons handles issues 
because they really seem to un-
derstand that mental health is the 

foundation, not just for emotional 
well-being, but for academic suc-
cess,” said Simon.

Simmons College offers ser-
vices to those with mental illness, 
or those who simply need help in 
times of stress. Contact the Coun-
seling Center at (617) 521-2455 or 
learn more at http://my.simmons.
edu/services/counseling/.

By Meredith Blake
Staff Writer

“In Between: The Cultural DMZ” 
a new exhibit in the Trustman Art 
Gallery, highlights intersections 
among different ethnicities where 
they both merge together and pull 
apart. The exhibit features artists 
Ben Sloat and Dorothy Imagire 
and opened on Sept. 2.

“DMZ” stands for “demilita-
rized zone” and denotes a specific 
area within a potentially danger-
ous region where military activity 
is not allowed. The exhibit focuses 
on the specific characteristics of 
certain ethnic groups, which cross 
and blend in a way that shows the 
“dynamic relationship of artistic 
form and cultural imperative.” 

“I thought of DMZs as arenas 
that we presume to be quiet, but 
they’re actually very charged with 
the absence of potential activity,” 
said Barbara O’Brien, director of 
the Trustman Art Gallery. Accord-
ing to O’Brien, people assume that 
hybrids are complete within them-
selves, but there is actually a space 
in between that needs to be leapt 
over before people can overcome 
stereotypes whether traditional or 

modern. 
“My vision for the Trustman 

Art Gallery is that we find the con-
nection between the fine arts and 
the liberal arts. I like the idea that 
images can interact with ideas,” 
O’Brien said. She hopes the ob-
jects and images found in the gal-
lery can be connected to other pro-
grams such as culture and gender 
studies, philosophy, and the Multi-
disciplinary Core Courses (MCC).  

Senior Larisa Svirsky was 
impressed with the digital photog-
raphy component of the exhibit. “I 
really liked the photography in part 
because certain areas of it were re-
ally focused and others weren’t,” 
she said.  

Sloat wants viewers to focus 
on how they perceive the work per-
sonally because he believes that 
much of it is viewer driven. “A va-
riety of people who see the work 
will have a variety of responses 
and feedback and they will hope-
fully confront their own structures 
of perception.”  

Sloat graduated from the Uni-
versity of California-Berkeley in 
1999 and received his master’s de-
gree from Tufts University School 
of the Museum of Fine Arts, Bos-
ton, in 2005. He is currently a full 
time adjunct professor at the Art 
Institute of Boston.

 One of his works entitled 
“Seven Little Ladies” showcases 
how slight changes can alter a per-
son’s perception of a culture an-
other person identifies with. “The 
‘Seven Little Ladies’ are photo-
graphs of Avon shampoo ladies 
from the 1970s with the simple 
premise that you could change the 
ethnicity of a molded plastic figure 
by changing the color of her hair 
and the shape of her eyes and the 
decoration on her dress. So I think 
they’re very provocative and funny 
that way, referring back to pop-
culture,” said O’Brien. 

Imagire received a Master of 
Fine Arts degree from the Rhode 
Island School of Design in 1990.  
She was a recipient of the New 
England Foundation for the Arts 
New Forms grant, and a recipient 

ProvIded By Ben sloaT

“In Between: The cultural DMZ” features works that strive to break down cultural stereotypes while incorporating 
personal identity.

“My vision for the 
Trustman Art Gal-
lery is that we find 

the connection 
between the fine 

arts and the liberal 
arts. I like the idea 
that images can in-
teract with ideas.”

~ barbara o’brien, 
DireCtor of the truStman

art gallery

of the New England Foundation for 
the Arts Regional Fellowships for 
Visual Artists in Photography. In 
“The Cultural DMZ” exhibit she 
presented pieces from her project 
entitled “Mixed Identity,” which 
includes various kimonos she col-
lected after interviewing third-
generation Japanese-Americans 
whose bloodlines had been mixed 
with Iranian, Scotch, Chinese, 
German, African, or other ethnic 
groups not typically associated 
with Japanese-American. 

She uses cloth instead of a 
kimono to represent the person’s 
cultural background. “The fasci-
nating thing about the kimonos is 
that they are portraits of specific 
individuals,” O’Brien said. The 
mixed-culture kimonos have the 
ability to transcend obvious cul-
tural stereotypes. 

Sustainability is a binding theme 
among Sysco, Eco-Product, and 
Ecolab. All three companies have 
worked to reduce the energy both 
they and their clients use by more 
efficient packaging and shipping as 
well as encouraging eco-friendly 
practices in their respective work-
places. 

The Fens Café is also using 
EcoGrounds coffee by Java City, 
a company that practices fair-trade 
with the farmers that cultivate the 
coffee beans and aims to fulfill 
their mission of ecological integ-
rity, economic equity, and social 

ProvIded By Ben sloaT

The exhibit features mixed-culture kimonos which represent the breakdown 
of cultural stereotypes.

Author shares mental health experiences with Simmons responsibility.
The renovations in the Fens 

Café have given students access to 
a dining experience that features 
food choices and seating. With 
eco-friendly products and healthy 
food, the dining services at Sim-
mons College have put great effort 
into providing students with the 
best and most sustainable items. 

The Fens Café grand open-
ing is part of Dining Services’ Big 
Bash Weekend, which included 
mocktails at Quadside and will 
feature ’80s Night at Bartol. 

“In Between: The Cul-
tural DMZ” and “Mixed-

Identity” may be viewed in 
the Trustman Art Gallery 

through October 3. 

Volunteer.
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noteworthy newS
Americans remember Sept. 11

The seventh anniversary of the attacks on Sept. 11 were marked by 
moments of silence at the times when the four hijacked passenger 
planes hit the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and a Pennsylvania 
field. President George W. Bush dedicated a new memorial at the 
Department of Defense in Washington, D.C., to the 184 people killed 
on Sept. 11. At the foot of the World Trade Center in Manhattan, rela-
tives of victims from more than 90 countries read the list of the 2,751 
people killed in New York City. Presidential nominees, Sen. John Mc-
Cain and Sen. Barack Obama suspended their campaigns for 24 hours 
in an effort to come together “as Americans” and were present for the 
ceremony in Pennsylvania. 

Contaminated milk threatens health of Chinese babies

More than 400 babies in China have become ill after consuming milk 
contaminated with the industrial chemical melamine. Melamine, used 
to make plastics, can lead to kidney stones when ingested. Six weeks 
ago, the New Zealand based dairy firm Fonterra urged their partner, 
the Chinese-based Sanlu Group, to recall the product after learning 
of its contamination. Chinese officials claim they were not told of 
the recall until last Monday, and the milk was not officially recalled 
until Thursday. At least one child has reportedly died in China due to 
the milk and Chinese officials have arrested 19 people in connection 
with the incident. Gao Qiang, China’s health minister, reported that 
some of the milk had been sent to Taiwan, but it had not entered other 
foreign markets. 
In the past, melamine was used by Chinese animal feed suppliers 
to give the illusion of more protein in their products. Last year, the 
chemical was linked to kidney stones and kidney failure in pets in the 
United States, which lead to thousands of deaths and illnesses. 

Oil war rages in Niger Delta

The Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) has 
declared an oil war on the government of Nigeria after clashes with 
military over the oil-rich Niger Delta region. MEND’s demand for a 
larger part of the area’s oil wealth has cut Nigeria’s oil output by more 
than 20 percent. Nigerian President Umaru Yar’adua has been under 
pressure to control the militants and make the delta safer for interna-
tional oil firms. In an e-mail, MEND declared war as a response to 
the government’s unprovoked aerial attacks on its bases in the Niger 
Delta. MEND currently has armed fighters spread out in hundreds 
of boats, ready to attack oil installations in River’s state. MEND 
frequently kidnaps foreign oil workers and sabotages oil installations 
and pipelines. The group has threatened to continue attacks until the 
Nigerian government comes to a solution of peace, through “justice, 
respect, and dialogue.” The Niger Delta region is a major source of 
income for Nigeria, yet it remains in a constant state of poverty and 
corruption.

Senegalese government imprisons newspaper publisher

A newspaper publisher has been jailed for three years in Senegal for 
printing an article deemed offensive to current President Abdoulaye 
Wade. The article alleged that Wade and his son were involved in 
laundering money stolen from an Ivory Coast bank. The court in Da-
kar found the publisher, El Malick Seck, guilty of offending the head 
of state, publishing false news, and acts that could lead to public dis-
turbances. The court also banned the newspaper, 24 Heures Chrono, 
for three months.
This is one of a series of growing tensions between the Senegalese 
government and the media. In August, the offices of two Senega-
lese newspapers were ransacked. Ex-transport minister and alleged 
propaganda chief for the ruling Senegalese Democratic Party, Farba 
Senghor, has accused various Senegalese newspapers of campaigning 
against him and is suspected by the newspapers to be a lead orga-
nizer of the raids. On Thursday, 12 people connected with the raids 
were sentenced to five to six years in prison; two were bodyguards of 
Senghor.

Chile calls emergency meeting

Turmoil in Bolivia has led its neighbor Chile to call for an emergency 
meeting of the Union of South American Nations. Bolivian President 
Evo Morales and opposition groups have clashed over the president’s 
plan to hold referendum on a new constitution. Morales wants to give 
more power to indigenous and poor communities through land reform 
and by redistributing gas revenues. Opposition governors in five of 
Bolivia’s nine regions want greater autonomy and more control over 
gas revenues. Tensions escalated when Morales expelled the U.S. am-
bassador from Bolivia, accusing him of anti-government sentiment. 
Protestors attacked gas supplies in neighboring Brazil and Argentina. 
Morales recently instituted martial law in the northern region of 
Pando, after claiming that the region’s governor hired foreign hit men 
to attack his peasant supporters. The government and opposition have 
called for an end to violence. Chile hopes the meeting on Monday will 
“promote a democratic solution” to the crisis.

Information from www.bbc.co.uk and compiled by Christina Lenis.

By Stephen Graham
(C) AP 2008

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP)– 
Pakistan’s army said Tuesday that 
its forces have orders to open fire 
if U.S. troops launch another raid 
across the Afghan border, raising 
the stakes in a dispute over how to 
tackle militant havens in Pakistan’s 
unruly border zone. 

Pakistan’s government has 
faced rising popular anger over a 
Sept. 3 ground attack by U.S. com-
mandos into South Waziristan, a 
base for Taliban militants killing 
ever more U.S. troops in Afghani-
stan. Pakistan says about 15 people 
were killed, all of them civilians.

The new firing orders were 
disclosed by Pakistani army 
spokesman Maj. Gen. Athar Abbas 
in an interview Tuesday with The 
Associated Press.

Abbas said Pakistani field 
commanders have previously been 
tolerant about international forces 
crossing a short way into Pakistan 
because of the ill-defined and con-
tested nature of the mountainous 

Pakistan troops ordered to open 
fire on U.S. raiders

frontier.
U.S. military commanders 

complain Islamabad has been do-
ing too little to prevent the Taliban 
and other militant groups from re-
cruiting, training, and resupplying 
in Pakistan’s lawless tribal belt.

Pakistan acknowledges the 
presence of al-Qaida fugitives and 
its difficulties in preventing mili-
tants from seeping into Afghani-
stan. However, it insists it is doing 
what it can and paying a heavy 
price, pointing to its deployment 
of more then 100,000 troops in the 
increasingly restive northwest and 
a wave of suicide bombings across 
the country.

American officials have con-
firmed U.S. forces carried out the 
Sept. 3 raid near the town of An-
goor Ada in South Waziristan but 
have given few details of what hap-
pened.

Abbas said that Pakistan’s 
military had asked for an explana-
tion but received only a half-page 
of “very vague” information that 
failed to identify the intended tar-
get.

He said the dead all appeared 
to be civilians, adding: “These 
were truck drivers, local traders 
and their families.”

Pakistan’s military has won 
American praise for a six-week of-
fensive against militants in the Ba-
jur tribal region that Pakistani of-
ficials say has killed 700 suspected 
insurgents and about 40 troops. 
Troops backed by warplanes killed 
15 more alleged militants Tuesday, 
officials said.

In the same timeframe, there 
has been a surge in missile strikes 
apparently carried out by un-
manned U.S. drones. Such attacks 
killed at least two senior al-Qaida 
commanders earlier this year.

All of those strikes have been 
well to the south of Bajur, in areas 
where Pakistani authorities have 
sought peace deals in order to gain 
respite from militant attacks.

The U.S. military in Afghan-
istan said none of its troops were 
involved.

By Steve Gutterman
(C) AP 2008 

TBILISI, Georgia (AP)– In a bid 
to portray Russia as the aggressor 
in last month’s war, Georgia has 
released recordings of what it says 
are two intercepted cell phone calls 
purporting to show that Moscow 
invaded before Georgia’s offensive 
against South Ossetia.

The recordings released 
Tuesday, if authentic, will not cut 
through the fog of the final hours 
when escalating tensions burst 
into war. But President Mikhail 
Saakashvili hopes they will help 
dispel a dominant narrative that 
says his country was on the attack. 
He said they prove Russian tanks 
and troops entered South Ossetia 
many hours before Georgia be-
gan its offensive against separatist 
forces.

“Evidence in the form of tele-
phone intercepts and information 
that we have from numerous eye-
witnesses conclusively prove that 
Russian tanks and armored col-
umns invaded our territory before 
the conflict began,” Saakashvili 
told reporters.

Together, the two purported 
intercepts last less than two min-
utes. But so far, they are Saakash-
vili’s best argument in his bid to 
turn the tables against Russia.

Since the war that killed hun-
dreds of people and drove nearly 
200,000 from their homes, Moscow 
has relentlessly cast Saakashvili as 
an unstable leader who struck first, 
forcing a response.

Saakashvili says he tried 
to ease tensions with a unilateral 
cease-fire, but that Russia’s leaders 
had made up their minds.

“It looks like the decision had 
been made in Moscow prior to that, 
and nothing was going to change it 
on the ground,” Saakashvili told 
The Associated Press.

Russia has always cast Geor-
gia as the aggressor, saying it only 
responded militarily to defend 

Georgia: intercepted calls prove 
self-defense

Russian citizens and peacekeep-
ing troops in South Ossetia from a 
Georgian offensive that began late 
on Aug. 7.

Georgia says the intercepted 
phone calls show Russian forces 
entered South Ossetia before dawn 
that day.

The calls are between a 
South Ossetian border guard at the 
southern mouth of the Roki tunnel, 
which leads across the mountain-
ous border from Russia into the 
separatist Georgian province, and 
another guard at headquarters in 
the regional capital, Georgia says.

In the first call, which pur-
portedly began at 3:41 a.m. on Aug. 
7, the South Ossetian guard at the 
tunnel says “they have moved ar-
mored personnel carriers out and 
the tunnel is full.”

In the next call, about 10 
minutes later, the guard says that 
“armor and people” had emerged 
from the tunnel about 20 minutes 
earlier. Asked whether there was a 
lot of armor, the guard says, “Well, 
tanks, BMPs and those things.”

BMPs are armored personnel 
carriers. The tunnel is more than 
two miles long.

The authenticity of the re-
cordings could not immediately be 
verified.

Utiashvili said Georgia be-
gan monitoring the phones of 
South Ossetian militia in 2004 and 
had “hundreds of telephones under 
surveillance.”

Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Andrei Nesterenko 
dismissed the Georgian claim as 
“not serious.” He said any major 
troop movements would have been 
easily tracked by satellites used by 
NATO nations.

“I would be grateful if they 
provide such satellite data to us 
and the entire global community, 
provide specific data,” Nesterenko 
said sarcastically. “Allegations that 
they have eavesdropped on some-
one and heard something are sim-
ply not serious.”

Saakashvili, a U.S. ally who 
is seeking NATO membership for 
Georgia, said his government has 
asked NATO nations to examine 
satellite imagery.

Asked why Georgia had not 
released the purported intercepts 
earlier, he said they were initially 
believed to have been lost “during 
the heat of the war” but were later 
found.

Georgia has provided the 
West with the intercepts and other 
information, he said, and would 
welcome an investigation.

In Washington, Defense De-
partment spokesman Bryan Whit-
man did not respond directly to 
the question of which side was in 
South Ossetia first.

“I don’t think anything 
changes–this was a hostile” move 
by Russia, he said. “The operative 
point is that Russia invaded terri-
tory of Georgia.”

Saakashvili also stressed that 
point.

“This is our country, we 
didn’t go to Vladikavkaz, we didn’t 
go to Moscow, we didn’t go to Si-
beria,” he said. “They came here.”

Russia had 500 peacekeep-
ing troops in South Ossetia before 
the war, so the mere presence of 
Russian forces in the region is not 
damning. But Saakashvili angrily 
rejected Russian suggestions that 
the forces in the tunnel were part 
of a peacekeeping rotation.

“You don’t send in peace-
keepers late at night with tanks,” he 
told the AP. “Tanks are not peace-
keeping vehicles. You warn about 
peacekeepers beforehand and we 
had official notification from the 
Russians that next peacekeeping 
(rotation) was going to happen end 
of September.”

The U.S., European Union, 
and NATO have accused Russia 
of using disproportionate force 
and are demanding it withdraw its 
forces to pre-conflict positions in 
accordance with the cease-fire.



sports&FitNess

By Carley Caldas
Staff Writer

In August 2008, the two Win-
sor School athletic grass fields 
were renovated with Field Turf.  
The fields are used by Simmons 
field hockey, soccer, and lacrosse 
teams. 

The newly renovated field is 
a welcomed addition to the athletic 
community. Field Turf, a new alter-
native to Astro Turf, uses a combi-
nation of turf and sand in a layered 
design to create an optimal surface 
for field play. It is comprised of re-
cycled rubber that resists erosion 
and the creation of divots. 

The turf is resilient to wa-
ter damage and does not become 
soggy like regular turf. The rub-
ber used to make up the sand is in 
rounded granules instead of jagged 
ones. The rounded surface allows 
for air bubbles and water to quickly 
drain through the turf, which al-
lows games and practices to pro-
ceed even in inclement weather. 

Field Turf is designed with an 
open fiber matrix that allows cleats 
to grip, twist, and release quickly. 
The traction that Field Turf pro-
vides could help athletes to avoid 
injuries.

 “I believe that having a turf 
field is more of an improvement for 
athletes.  Even though it does not 
eliminate the risk of injury it does, 
however, help to decrease the inci-
dence of injury that may result in 
loss of time from the sport,” said 
Alicia Roane, athletic trainer.  

 Roane explained that some 
of the advantages of having a turf 
field over a grass field include hav-

ing a “stable and even playing sur-
face and more of a cushioned sur-
face which decreases the number 
of stress-related, lower-leg injuries 
such as stress fractures and shin 
splints.” 

“The most common injuries 
seen in soccer and field hockey 
deal with the lower extremities 
(ankles, knees, hips) due to the na-
ture of the sports.  The changing of 
speeds, stopping and starting, and 
changing directions all place the 
lower extremities at a risk of in-
jury. This risk is even greater when 
playing on varying surfaces,” stat-
ed Roane. 

Head soccer coach, Erica 
Mastrogiacomo, said that the new 
field “should decrease the number 
of ankle injuries since the surface 
is flat. The old grass field would get 
beat up from overuse and by Oc-
tober it was a muddy and bumpy 
surface.”

Although the advantages are 
great, there are certain drawbacks 
to Field Turf. “Bacteria tends to 
grow on turf fields much easier 
than on grass because the turf has 
no natural drainage system like 
grass, it can increase in the amount 
of abrasions sustained due to turf 
burn,” said Roane.

Having an athletic field 
equipped with Field Turf will not 
only affect the number of injuries 
players have, but also “the new 
field at Winsor is going to make 
the game much faster,” said Mas-
trogiacomo. 

“The playing surface is more 
grass-like than the old-fashioned 
Astro Turf, but still it will be faster. 
The pace of our passes will be al-
tered and in the rain the ball will 
skip a bit more than on grass.” 

Mastrogiacomo explains that 
practicing and hosting games on 
Field Turf will be a huge advantage 
for the Sharks, because the major-
ity of the opposing teams play on 
grass fields. The game will be al-
tered for the opposing team and the 
Sharks will be able to use that to 
their advantage.

The new turf will also signif-
icantly affect the number of games 
cancelled due to poor weather. 

Athletic fields renovated with Field Turf

“The playing sur-
face is more grass-
like than the old-
fashioned Astro 

Turf, but still it will 
be faster. The pace 
of our passes will 
be altered and in 

the rain the ball will 
skip a bit more than 

on grass.” 
~ eriCa maStrogiaComo,

heaD SoCCer CoaCh

Carley Caldas

The renovated fields will affect the pace of the games played on them.

Carley Caldas

The consistent surface of the new fields will help to prevent injuries.

Shark Sightings
Volleyball

  
  Eastern Nazarene 7 p.m.

  Sept. 18

 at Norwich/Suffolk 12 p.m./2 p.m.
 Sept. 20

Soccer
at Lasell 1 p.m.

Sept. 20  

at Emmanuel 7 p.m.
Sept. 24

  

Field Hockey
  

at Salve Regina 4 p.m.
  Sept. 18

 Becker 7 p.m.
Sept.22 

Tennis
at Johnson &Whales 11 a.m.

Sept. 20

  at Umass Dartmouth 4 p.m. 
Sept. 24 

SepTember 18, 2008 The SimmonS Voice 5



HealtH&scieNces SepTember 18, 2008The SimmonS Voice

By Jessie Guest
Contributing Writer

 
First-year and transfer students 
alike may have noticed the new 
School of Management (SOM) 
building, the “Conserve Trays” 
signs in Bartol, or bins and signs 
with the word “green” spread 
throughout the Simmons College 
campus. These examples demon-
strate Simmons’ initiative to be 
sustainable and reduce impact on 
global warming and the environ-
ment.  

Some may wonder how a 
“green” project as small as this can 
decrease an ecological footprint.  
The brand new management build-
ing’s physical positioning takes 
advantage of the sun as a natural 
source of light, while special roof-
ing material decreases reflection 
and creates a cooler interior.  The 
installed bamboo wood and dual-
flush toilet features estimate reduc-
tions of 20 percent for energy and 
30 percent for water compared to a 
non-green building of similar size. 

Once construction is complet-
ed, the college wishes to achieve 
certification from the U.S. Green 
Building Council’s Leadership in 
Energy and Environment Design 
(LEED) program that recognizes 
sustainable building initiatives. 

“It’s the national green stamp 
of approval,” said Director of Fa-
cilities Planning Janet Fishstein. 
“It gives us discipline. We have 
specific points to achieve under 
LEED.”

The new building’s innova-
tive design and desire for the Green 
Building Council’s approval repre-
sents Simmons’ dedication to sus-
tainability.  Joining the American 
College and University Presidents 
Climate Commitment (ACUPCC) 
last year was another way Sim-
mons demonstrated its commit-
ment to sustainability.   

This commitment requires 
establishment of a college climate 

By Amanda Dow
Contributing Writer

The “going green” trend has 
sparked a new sense of eco-con-
sciousness in everyone from celeb-
rities to hall mates, proudly bear-
ing slogans on their t-shirts urging 
the need to recycle.  Next to nearly 
every garbage can is a recycling 
bin with instructional signs.  Reus-
ing and recycling are terms often 
discussed, but few know how recy-
cling affects the environment, and 
what going green really means

Being environmentally con-
scious means more than throwing 
trash into garabage cans rather 
than on the ground.  The first step 
is to learn what happens after trash 
has been discarded.  

A vast majority of waste that 
is thrown out and dumped into 
landfills is recyclable and non-
biodegradable, meaning it will 
never break down and remains in 
landfills forever.  This causes land-
fills to pile up, creating a need for 
new landfills.  In addition to this 
problem, waste in landfills often 
releases chemicals and greenhouse 
gases, which are harmful to the 
environment. Recycling items, 
like cans and bottles, will help re-
duce the amount of biodegradable 

Be Green: Promoting Sustainability at Simmons College
committee to do two things: Mea-
sure the institution’s carbon foot-
print and to design a plan for the 
college to attain carbon neutrality. 

According to Fishstein, com-
mittee goals aim towards energy 
efficiency of campus buildings 
to both reduce emissions and cut 
costs. Default temperatures in fa-
cilities and a restructure of the 
building access policy are among 
many ideas for reducing Simmons’ 
carbon footprint. 

Bartol Hall and the Fens Café 
have also taken eco-friendly steps 
to reduce Simmons’ carbon foot-
print. 

Recycle bins are located in 
each dining facility, residence hall, 
and academic building.  The chem-
icals used in the college’s cleaning 
procedures, such as dishwashing, 
boast an all-natural composition 
and use 60 percent less packaging. 

The idea for limited plate 
trays at Bartol has been a success. 
“We ask that people go tray-less,” 
said Jeffrey Stone, director of din-

ing services. “This reduces water 
and energy.”   

Reusable glass bottles 
stamped with the College logo 
have replaced the traditional Sim-
mons College plastic bottled water 
at catered events. Stone’s future 
“green” dining ideas at Simmons 
include a one-company contract 
that would combine compost, recy-
clables, and waste collection.  The 
compost would go to a treatment 
site and be turned into soil in two 
weeks. 

Sustainability is not just for 
buildings and dining; it has be-
come a movement all over campus. 
A new Sustainability Committee, 
headed by philosophy Professor 
Sue Stafford, is devoted to student, 
faculty, and staff promotion of 
“green” education and daily imple-
mentation of energy efficiency.

“Simmons has made a lot of 
progress over the past few years, 
but we still have a long way to go,” 
said Stafford, who also teaches an 
environmental ethics class. As a 
service-learning activity, part of 
the class began to locate and or-
ganize Simmons’ energy use and 
emission data to determine the 
college’s carbon footprint. The 
data was presented to a class at the 
SOM last spring.

“I’m really encouraged by 
how active and interested Simmons 
students are. You have to think, 
‘what I do is going to matter,’” said 
Fishstein, in regard to Stafford’s 
ethics class and the Sustainability 
Committee.

On the Simmons Residence 
Campus, students are encouraged 
to trade in their regular light bulbs 
for free energy efficient compact 
fluorescent light bulbs and to re-
cycle in the designated bins. Proj-
ect Moveout collects donated items 
from residence halls and donates 
them to non-profits in Boston. 

“The more informed our 
community is about current ef-
forts, the more likely it will be that 

students, staff, and faculty will 
pitch in to help,” said Stafford.  
Here are some everyday tips gath-
ered from on-campus boards ad-
vising Simmons students on how 
to go green:
* Recycle all paper, bottles, and 
cans in their designated containers 
around campus, located in all resi-

dence halls and academic build-
ings.
* Reduce paper printouts for class-
es by printing multiple power-point 
slides on one sheet of paper and 
printing double sided documents.  
* Sign up for online banking, pa-
perless bills, and use e-mail.
* Wash laundry in cold water. This 
saves the energy it takes to heat the 
water.
* Lower the thermostat in the win-
ter to conserve oil.
* Take a canvas bag to go shopping 
with and avoid paper and plastic 
bags.
* Turn off room lamps when not 
in use and use compact fluorescent 
bulbs instead. These bulbs last lon-
ger and use 3/4 less energy than 
regular light bulbs.
* Turn off your computer monitor 

waste in landfills and saves space 
for other unrecyclable waste.  Re-
cycling non-biodegradable objects 
will help to reduce the demand for 
new landfills.

Recycling reduces the energy 
needed for production of new ob-
jects.  It takes a considerably less 
amount of energy to generate new 
objects from recycled items than it 
does to make something from new 
materials.  Aluminum cans made 
from recycled materials take 95 

percent less energy to make than a 
can made from new materials.  Us-
ing less energy during production 
also saves money and reduces the 
amount of greenhouse gas emis-
sions from the manufacturing of 
new products.

The “Green Movement” has 
even become a fashion statement. 
Many companies are now making 
jewelry, clothing, and other ac-
cessories from recycled materials.  
One company, Uncommon Goods, 
has found many innovative ways 
to create new goods with recycled 
objects. They make jewelry out of 
recycled glass bottles, tote bags 
from recycled newspapers, and 
necklaces from recycled Scrabble 
tiles. Stores like Urban Outfit-
ters carry bowls made from old 
vinyl records. A UK company, 
Remarkable, makes pencil cases, 
notebooks, pens and pencils from 
plastic cups, car tires, polystyrene 
packaging, and other recyclable 
waste.

“The [Simmons] bookstore 
sells bookbags, gift cards, note-
books, and various other items 
made from recycled material,” said 
Jennifer Rheaume, an employee at 
the Simmons College bookstore.

If every Simmons student did 
one small thing to help the move-

ment, the result would make a huge 
impact. For example, if everyone 
on campus picked up and recy-
cled one plastic water bottle, they 
would have collectively recycled 
about 4,300 plastic bottles.  There 
are many creative ways to make 
a difference.  Instead of throwing 
out old newspapers in the trash, try 
recycling them.

Leftover food can be put into 

kym Tran
Companies have even taken part in the Green Movement by manufacturing 
eco-friendly products.

or the entire system when not in 
use.
* Use rechargeable batteries.
* Check out the Simmons’ Web 
site on sustainability at http://
green.simmons.edu for additional 
tips and the latest news on how to 
get involved.
* Join the Sustainability Commit-

tee. Email sustain@simmons.edu 
for more information.

“The more in-
formed our com-
munity is about 

current efforts, the 
more likely it will 
be that students, 

staff, and fac-
ulty will pitch in to 

help.” 

~Sue StafforD, 
philoSophy profeSSor

The Green Movement becomes an expanding trend

kym Tran
In an effort to further promote sustainability, the Fens have replaced their 
plastic silverware with biodegradable silverware.

“The [Simmons] 
bookstore sells 
bookbags, gift 

cards, notebooks, 
and various other 
items made from 

recycled material,”

Jennifer rheaume,

employee at SimmonS College

a compost bin for a garden.  Reus-
ing items is also a good way to re-
duce waste.  Buy a reusable canvas 
bag for grocery shopping instead 
of plastic and paper bags.  Though 
we have a long way to go, every 
eco-friendly action, no matter how 
small, is another stride towards a 
greener world.

Rock the vote.

6



FeaturesSepTember 18, 2008 7The SimmonS Voice

This article is the nineteenth in a series of articles on South Africa,  an outcome of the Spring 2007 study 
abroad course COMM/POLS 328 “Human Rights in South Africa,” led by Professor Dan Connell, whose 
next trip is scheduled for Spring 2009. The collected articles appear in Old Wrongs, New Rights: Student 
Views of the New South Africa (Africa World Press, 2008), available in the College bookstore or on amazon.
com.  

By Erika Fields
Staff Wrter

From the outside, the house looks 
plain and simple. Inside, the walls 
are painted bright shades of orange 
and pink. Each bedroom has six or 
more bunk beds. Nothing is out of 
place– the beds are all made and 
there is nothing on the floors.

Twenty-five girls are crowd-
ed into these rooms, though there 
are only 16 beds. The youngest is 
2 years old, the oldest is nearly 18. 
They come here, often after run-
ning away from home, to find sanc-
tuary at Ons Plek (Our Place).

Established in 1988, Ons Plek 
is the only shelter available in Cape 
Town open twenty-four hours a 
day to young street girls who need 
accommodation, counseling, and 
education. This, along with help-
ing the girls with the complex fam-
ily reunification process, is the key 
to the shelter’s success, according 
to Ons Plek publications. 100-150 
girls between the ages of 6 and 18 
check themselves into the shelter 
each year to escape physical abuse 
or neglect–or simply because their 
families can no longer support 
them.

“The shelter facility allows 
the family, child, and staff to work 
together thoroughly,” said Deputy 
Director René Rossouw. “We make 
arrangements and solve problems 
together, knowing that the child is 
safe and fully cared for under adult 
guidance.”

“In addition to weaning chil-
dren from street life, the two other 
crucial focus areas of the project 
are resettling children in commu-
nity and vocational preparation. 
All programs are integrated very 
closely with each other to equip 
and prepare the children for their 
future lives.”

“They run away from home, 
find out the shelter is available, and 
then admit themselves,” says Ons 
Plek Director Pam Jackson. The 
organization’s job is to find out if 
girls come for a good reason, not 
just hot water and a TV.

According to Jackson, the 
shelter investigations to find out 
why the girls left home used to 

take weeks, but now they take only 
days or hours. The girls know that 
the counselors are not going to 
force them to go back to abusive  
homes, so they have become more 
comfortable telling the truth right 
away.

Shelter critics say shelters 
are too costly and that all they do 
is institutionalize children without 
empowering or disciplining them. 
However, critics of the govern-
ment, which also runs programs 
for street children, say that small, 
independent organizations like 
Ons Plek are doing a much more 
efficient job than the state, as they 
are out in the communities where 
the children live, while the govern-
ment is not.

“In the current situation, shel-
ters can be more effective in pre-
venting children from becoming 
street children and in intervening 
to change their lives on a perma-
nent basis than any other service,” 
said Jackson. “As a director of an 
urban shelter for the past twelve 
years, I agree with many of the 
criticisms of shelters. It depends on 
how the shelter is run as to whether 
these criticisms can be avoided.”

Jackson pointed out that the 
foundation work lies in the shel-
ters. The shelter facility allows the 
family, the child, and the staff to 
work together thoroughly. Ons Plek 
workers make arrangements and 
solve problems together, knowing 
that the child is safe and fully cared 
for under adult guidance. 

“The reality in South Af-
rica today is that for an NGO with 
small resources, more effective 
preventative work can be done us-
ing a shelter,” said Jackson. “In 
the future, as AIDS orphans fall 
through the cracks in community 
safety nets and run to central busi-
ness districts, shelters may be their 
only hope to being re-routed back 
into a community.”

There is a lot of communica-
tion between the groups that work 
with street children and the govern-
ment, says Allerease Olanrewaju, a 
counselor and community worker 
at Ons Plek. “But it’s a matter of 
coming down to our level.” 

South Africa’s Bill of Rights 

guarantees that “every child has 
the right to be protected from mal-
treatment, neglect, abuse, or degra-
dation.” And that is what Ons Plek 
says it is doing. “The kids know 
[their rights]; we tell them all the 
time,” said Jackson, who stated 
that she wants the Constitution 
to be rewritten with not only the 
rights but the responsibilities that 
come with them.

“We prevent them from be-
ing abused until they can protect 
themselves,” Jackson said. These 
girls’ families are poor. Keeping 
six girls in one bedroom is what 
they are accustomed to at home, so 
when they leave Ons Plek, they can 
go back to their old lives without 
experiencing a sense of loss from a 
more comfortable living situation.

The girls also do the grocery 

shopping, take public transporta-
tion anywhere they need to go, 
and do all the house cleaning, so 
when they leave, they are not far 
removed from what they will find 
in the wider society and in their 
homes, she adds.

Ons Plek staff members say 

they take pride in empowering the 
girls to cope with daily life by in-
stilling a sense of responsibility in 
them. One of the ways they do this 
is by making the shelter as much 
like an ordinary household as pos-
sible. One measure of their suc-
cess is that most girls are returned 
home to their families or put with 
another family member after just 
two months at the shelter. Another 
is the declining number of girls on 
the streets.

According to Ons Plek, when 
the shelter opened in 1988, there 
were approximately 60 girls there 
who had been on the streets for 
more than three years, due to the 
lack of girls’ shelters. These num-
bers increased over the next three 
years to more than 120.

But just five years later, the 
number of girls who had been 
living on the street for more than 
three years dropped to only 7. But 
returning the girls to their families 
and keeping them off the street is 
not the only way Ons Plek mea-
sures its performance.

An example of another kind 
is provided by “Casey.” Jackson 
asked that the girl’s real name be 
withheld.

Casey had been on the street 
for three years and was just 16 
years old when she came to Ons 
Plek. Her confidence was nonex-
istent; she shook nervously all the 
time, and she would wet her bed 
in her sleep. Ons Plek workers 
thought that school was not an op-
tion, as she only had a third grade 
education. So they decided to keep 
her at the house, observing her in 
art therapy.

Casey began to draw pictures 
of boats. Her early drawings were 
similar to those of a small child, 
but the colors were dark.

A few months into art ther-
apy and after being given more 
and more responsibility around 
the house, the drawings began to 
change. After just six months at 

Ons Plek, they became brighter, 
as her view of the world changed 
from negative to positive, reported 
Jackson.

“Were we successful? Yes, in 
our terms,” she said. The aim is to 
help the child and know what the 
child can or can not receive. Mean-
while, the local government is tak-
ing a different approach.

The city of Cape Town ad-
opted a new law to deal with street 
children in 2006 titled the “City 
Streets, Public Places and Public 
Nuisance Act.” This law “not only 
adds to the vulnerability of the 
homeless, especially street chil-
dren, by dispersing them to outly-
ing locations around the city where 
there are no support mechanicisms, 
but may also lead to the criminali-
sation of poverty and homelessness 
in South Africa,” said Bronwen 
Dyke, writing for the Cape Town 
magazine The Big Issue.

“Perhaps none are more vul-
nerable than the children who call 
the streets of Cape Town home. 
These children are misunderstood 
and mistrusted by the general pub-
lic,” said Dyke.

Oleanrewaju reported that 
the government is picking up kids 
on the streets and dropping them 
off at various centers. But the kids 
have figured out that by dressing 
differently, they will not be regard-
ed as street kids. Oleanrewaju said 
this is not solving the problem.

“The government is spending 
a lot of wasted money on this,” she 
said. Meanwhile, groups like Ons 
Plek are already working to get the 
kids off the street and doing so far 
more effectively.”

“We see it as a waste,” she 
said. “We are already existing and 
doing the work.”

Helping street kids: Small NGOs do it better

dan Connell/The Image Works

Black South Africans place a high value on education and establish their 
own schools in townships like Khayelitsha when the government is slow to 
do so. 

dan Connell/The Image Works

South Africa’s Constitutional Court sponsors a campaign to educate young people about their rights as enshrined in 
the U.N.’s Convention on the Rights of the Child to which South Africa is a party, though the U.S. is not.

“Shelters can be 
more effective in 
preventing chil-

dren from becom-
ing street children 
and in intervening 

to change their 
lives on a perma-

nent basis than any 
other service.”

~pam JaCkSon, 
onS plek DireCtor
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By Kate Clavet
Staff Writer

Katherine Swanson is clearly a 
bold individual. As she walks 
through Java City searching for 
her interviewer, nothing about her 
is reserved. She arrives punctually 
and quickly gets comfortable in her 
seat.  “Do you mind if I eat a fruit 
cup?” she asks politely. Perhaps 
her strong nature and confidence 
was generated by her determina-
tion to not be defined by a learning 
disability.  

“When I was in third grade, 
I was diagnosed with a learning 
disability,” she said. Swanson was 
diagnosed with dyslexia and had a 
hard time writing.  

“My mother later told me, 
that at that point, she doubted I 
would be able to go to college,” she 
recalls.  

Swanson underwent treat-
ment for her disability through her 
school system. She was removed 
from the classroom, and worked 
closely with an attendant to over-
come her difficulties. She credits 
her success with a strong school 
system, support from her parents, 
and hard work.  However, hers is 
not a story of disability, but rather 
one of ability and achievement. 

“When I got into college my 
mom was like, ‘Learning disability 
success story.’” Swanson said. She 
adds that she has not received any 
services while she has been at Sim-

mons. At the start of college Swan-
son had come so far that she had 
not even informed Simmons of her 
dyslexia. “I didn’t feel a need to,” 
she said.  

Swanson will receive a de-
gree as a Psychology major with 
a minor in Management. She de-
scribes social psychology as her 
passion. Swanson has been a sta-
ple in the research department at 
Northwestern University. During 
her annual summer internships 
there, she mostly researched race 
relations. This is interesting since 
she describes her first year at Sim-
mons as a “culture shock.” She 
describes where she is from as a 
predominantly white upper-mid-
dle-class city close to Chicago, Ill. 

However, as she found pro-
fessors reaching out to their stu-
dents and a welcoming community 
in Simmons, she felt encouraged to 
participate.  As a first year, she was 
president of Morse Hall, and slowly 
moved up from there. In her sopho-
more year, she became the student 
affairs officer of the Student Gov-
ernment Association (SGA) .  

Her next step was vice presi-
dent of SGA her junior year, as the 
Treasurer for the Class of 2009. Her 
leadership qualities are evident in 
the way she carries herself as a ca-
pable, yet down-to-earth woman. 

Her strength and hunger for 
success stems from her parents’ 
strong example. “My parents are 
great role models. Both my parents 
are my inspiration,” she said.  “My 
father started at entry level and 
worked his way up.  My mother 
was a social worker who took a 
big interest in education.” She also 
credits SGA as supporting her. “I 
grew a lot in SGA. It taught me 
how to present myself.”  She men-
tions former SGA President Alice 
Liao, ’08, as a person she admires. 

Swanson’s momentum will 
not end at Simmons.  She has ap-
plied to law schools at Norther-
western University, Northeastern 
University, Boston College, Uni-
versity of California-Los Angeles, 
and New York University.  She 
hopes to end up close to Boston 
or in New York City after Illinois. 
She says the city life is more her 
style.  However, she worries about 
moving away from Simmons. “Af-
ter I graduate, I am applying to law 
school. I am less worried about 
getting in and more worried about 
where I would be living.”  

After law school she plans to 
work in civil rights litigation so-
cial research.  She describes it as, 
“more policy research, lots of ap-
plication of psychology.”

Despite her big aspirations 
and even more impressive resumé, 
Swanson is not intimidating. Her 

She is Simmons: Swanson overcomes disability and leads

ProvIded By kaTherIne sWanson

Swanson says her parents, Janet Rassenfoss and Alan Swanson are her 
inspiraion. Her brother, David Swanson, is next to her.

friendly nature makes her very ap-
proachable and easy to talk with.  

In her small amounts of free 
time she enjoys shopping and 
sports. She watches documentaries 
with her supportive boyfriend and 
has intellectual discussions with 
her friends.  She also admits a few 
vices. “I’m known as a Starbucks-
aholic.” 

She used to overuse the caf-
feine, she reveals with a bit of a 
shrug. Now she sticks to tea be-
cause of its health benefits. In ad-
dition to coffee, Us Weekly used to 
be an addiction of hers. “I stopped 
reading it a year ago. I didn’t feel 
like I was getting much from it 
anymore.” 

Swanson also has a bit of a 
domestic side. This summer she 
enjoyed cooking for her friends at 
dinner parties while she lived in an 
apartment on her own. 

Despite the fact that she is 
a Cubs fan, Boston is definitely 
benefiting from Swanson’s pres-
ence.  She has already received a 
McCarthy Award, for research she 
completed at Northwestern, and 
has had some research published.  
It is safe to assume that whatever 
she pursues after Simmons it will 
be neither small nor unimportant.  
She has positive social change 
written all over her. 

“When I got into 
college my mom 

was like, ‘Learning 
disability success 

story.’”

~katherine SWanSon,
ClaSS of 2009

ProvIded By kaTherIne sWanson

Swanson, center, celebrates a girls’ night out with, from left to right, Alice Liao, Cristina Barajas-Flores, Pati Fer-
nandez, and Emma Willmann.
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By Shannon Brown
Staff Writer

The smell of gasoline and the con-
stant sound of heavy construc-
tion equipment pounding into the 
ground fills the air. Bulldozers 
bang, dirt flies, and construction 
workers shout.

This is the new home of the 
infamous Simmons College beech 
trees.

“We had some of the larger 
pieces milled,” says Janet Fishstein, 
director of facilities at Simmons. 
“We had lumber made from them, 
knowing that it was not clear what 
people wanted to do with the wood. 
We tried to leave it flexible.”

Fishstein describes the 
chopped up, leftover wood’s new 
home as a place within the con-
struction site near the Park Science 
Center.  

She explains that the smaller 
pieces of the trees were not saved, 
but collected by students, faculty, 
and staff members.

Dr. Vladimir Douhovnikoff, 
a biology professor at Simmons, 
says his class took samples of the 
trees and tried to get cuttings from 
them to sprout, but they were un-
successful. “It may be that the cut-
tings were not collected at the best 
time of year,” says Douhovnikoff.

The wood currently being 
stored consists of 10 planks ranging 
from 8-10 feet long by 12 feet wide 
by two inches thick. According to 
Residence Life measurements, this 
means that the planks are about as 
wide as the average dorm room at 
Simmons.

There are also nine circularly 
cut planks ranging from 12 to 36 
inches in diameter. That is about 
the size of a manhole cover, accord-
ing to the Massachusetts Board of 
Fire Prevention Regulations.

The wood, which is covered 
in plastic, will stay there for now, 
and await its decision. “If we keep 
it dry, it will last,” says Fishstein.

What is the importance of these 
trees?
Many argue that the beech trees 
are important because they are the 
symbol of Simmons. However, ac-
cording to Jason Wood, a Simmons 
archivist, this is not the case.

He says the beech trees have 
no connection to the tree featured 
on the College seal. “The seal went 
through various stages of design 
between 1899 and 1904 and was 
finalized as being an oak tree, not a 

beech at all.”
Others believe that at least 

one of the trees has a Hollywood 
connection and was a tribute to a 
former faculty member. 

Bob White, a communica-
tions professor, says that when he 
came to Simmons in 1971, he dis-
covered that one of the four large 
trees living in the school’s backyard 
had been planted in celebration 
of the premiere of the Civil War 
motion picture ‘Raintree County,’ 
starring Elizabeth Taylor. 

“The film was based on the 
mammoth best-seller written by 
Simmons College Professor Ross 
Lockridge,” says White. “The 
golden rain tree was a magical tree. 
Those who found it found their 

dreams.”
There are others, however, 

who doubt that one of those par-
ticular trees was the rain tree.

“In 1957 Myrna Hansen, 
movie actress, visited Simmons 
and planted a rain tree behind the 
[Main College Building],” explains 
Wood. “Bob White maintains that 
one of these beech trees is, in fact, 
this ‘rain tree.’ I do not know for 
sure, but am very dubious.”

The removal of the large 
beech trees was not the first for 
Simmons. During the 1970s, the  
Main Campus Building (MCB) 
was renovated and the Fens dining 
area was added, explains White. 

“An ambitious project was 
mounted to move two of the 

trees away from the construction 
and transplant them at the cost 
of $10,000 a piece. At the time, 
$10,000 was equivalent to a pro-
fessor’s yearly salary. Sadly, after 
a few years of struggling, the two 
trees did not survive,” says White.

This evidence seems to sug-
gest that the beech trees were 
chopped down instead of being 
transplanted in 2005 for financial 
reasons. But most who were there 
at the time believe that is not true.

“These trees could not be 
moved,” Fishstein explains. “You 
couldn’t even say, ‘Well it would 
cost a ridiculous amount, but the 
college should do it.’ You just 
couldn’t do it. They were too big. 
Their root systems were too exten-

sive.” 
This was a harsh conclusion 

for the entire community. Some 
students and faculty members were 
not ready to cut the trees down, ac-
cording to Sue Stafford, philoso-
phy professor and faculty adviser 
to the Sustainability Committee. 

“I was concerned. I cared 
about the trees,” Stafford recalls. 
“Whenever there were group gath-
erings about it, I attended. And then 
I ended up in the middle of it. And 
the students thought, ‘They don’t 
have to go, they can be saved.’ So 
there was this whole flurry of time; 
there were students out there on the 
lawn, and Bob White was putting 
up posters.”

But White did more than just 
put up posters.

“I actively participated in 
the protest against sacrificing the 
trees to the construction of the 
underground garage,” he says. “I 
gathered my classes at the trees 
and read Dr. Seuss’s The Lorax. I 
screened the film The Man Who 
Planted Trees.”

Why did the trees have to go?
Like the two large trees that were 
removed in the 1970s, the beech 
trees got in the way of a renovation 
project.

Fishstein explains that elec-
trical and gas lines needed to be 
placed under the parking lot, right 
where the trees were.

“We looked at a lot of differ-
ent options,” she says. “We looked 
at the health of the trees, and we 
looked at what we might have 
done. We came to the conclusion 
that there was no choice.”

The sad ending
“Mine was such a heavy heart, that 
I was unable to walk anywhere 
near the back of the Main Col-
lege Building after they were cut 
down,” says White. “The rain tree 
was gone.”

According to Fishstein, the 
trees did not have long to live any-
way. “Reports at the time were 
saying that the trees were not par-
ticularly well-suited to an urban en-
vironment,” she explains. “But they 
were beautiful trees and no one is 
trying to say that they weren’t, just 
that they were not the healthiest of 
trees and they had some life left in 
them, but not long life.”

The Silver Lining
Many, including people who ac-
tively protested the removal of the 
trees, believe that Simmons now 
has more trees than if the trees had 
not been removed. 

“The trees are gone, and 
they’ll never be replaced,” says 
Stafford. But she believes that a 
push was made to save the smaller 
linden trees because of the pro-
tests. 

Although Fishstein is reluc-
tant to give the protesters credit for 
the transplant, she does acknowl-
edge that they did make a differ-
ence in the community.

“We can’t always justify 
the cost associated with moving a 
tree,” she says. “But a bottom line 
principle would be to look at that 

Beech trees, forgotten but not gone

ProvIded By The College arChIves  
Students pitched tents and protested the removal of two large beech trees at Simmons in the fall of 2005.

ProvIded By BoB WhITe

In the 1950’s, an actress from the movie Raintree County, based on a novel 
by a former Simmons faculty member,  planted a tree at Simmons.

ProvIded By JaneT FIshsTeIn

The chopped up remains of the Beech trees are currently stored near the  
Science Building within the construction site.

first. That said, I think certainly 
the students should be really proud 
of the effort that they made at the 
time and certainly raised aware-
ness and raised this as an impor-
tant issue. Maybe it, in the end, had 
some effect.”

The removal of the beech 
trees was also the driving force to 
forming the Sustainability Com-
mittee, according to Stephanie 
Sosinski, one of the committee’s 
founding student members.

“It was my epiphany,” Sosin-
ski says. “It showed me that there 
was interest in the Simmons com-
munity and the student body for 
environmental issues.”

She explains that the com-
mittee itself actually began as a 
faculty-based effort.

The beech tree removal was 
absolutely a fueling force for Sim-
mons faculty and staff members to 
hold the first Sustainability meet-
ing in spring of 2005, says Sosin-
ski.  

“The following fall semes-
ter, I met with Sue Stafford, Rich 
Gurney, Janet Fishstein, Courtney 
Knapp, and Sophia Benedicktus to 
discuss how to form a student ver-
sion of the Sustainability Commit-
tee,” she explains.

“This committee has been 
going gangbusters,” says Stafford. 
“It is the committee that was re-
sponsible for distributing the light 
bulbs. They got a grant last year and 
bought the recycling bags. They do 
a Project Move Out in May.”

Many believe that Simmons 
is now more environmentally 
aware thanks to the removal of the 
trees. 

“Ultimately, the beech tree 
removal was an incentive for the 
students and faculty to work to-
gether on cultivating environmen-
tal awareness and activism in the 
Simmons community,” says Sosin-
ski.

Others believe that the col-
lege is greener, literally.

“We’re going to have more 
green space in the end,” says 
Stafford. “Two trees and the park-
ing lot’s gone, and we’ve got a 
quad. That’s probably a pretty 
good tradeoff.”

As for the leftover beech tree 
wood, the outcome is still unclear.  

“I think that there would be 
a process,” says Fishstein. “It’s a 
unique process so we’d have to 
come up with it, but I think it would 
be fun, if there’s still interest.”
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By Kathleen McKendry
Contributing Writer

There comes a time in every col-
lege student’s life when they miss 
the dining hall hours or the school 
food offers just do not fill their 
appetite. At these times, it is im-
portant for students to know what 
affordable take-out restaurants 
there are in the area so they can 
find cheap and satisfying food. The 
following are four different restau-
rants that offer a variety of food 
and hold late delivery hours conve-
nient for college life.

wingS over Brookline

 
Started in Sept. 1998 by Patrick 
Daly and Harold Tramazzo at the 
University of Massachusetts in 
Amherst, the Wings Over... fran-
chise has been a hit amongst col-
lege students. Thanks to the regu-
lar customers the place acquired 

in Amherst, Daly and Tramazzo 
opened 24 new locations in 11 re-
gional areas.

Luckily for college students 
in the Boston area, there is Wings 
Over Brookline. Whether you and 
your friends are all getting togeth-
er to watch the Sox game or you are 
craving a late-night snack, Wings 
Over Brookline offers a multitude 
of platters that will satisfy your 
every desire. Offering platters in 
sizes from seven to 120 wings in 17 
different flavors, it is almost guar-
anteed you will find something to 
hit the spot.

Wings Over Brookline also 
offers a variety of sandwiches, 
wraps, salads, and ribs. Delivery 
hours are Sunday - Thursday until 
12 a.m., and Friday - Saturday until 
2 a.m.  

Located at 477 Harvard St., 
Brookline, Mass. Order by calling 
617-264-9464, or online at http://
www.wingsover.com.

SunriSe ChineSe food

Everyone gets a sudden craving 
for Chinese food. Sometimes that 
craving might kick in at midnight 
on Wednesday, a time when a lot 
of take-out restaurants are closed. 
Thankfully, Sunrise Chinese Food 
is open seven days a week until 2 
a.m.

Sunrise Chinese Food has 
a large menu, making it easy for 
customers to select exactly what 
they may be looking for. If you’re 
looking for a full meal at a reason-
able price, there are 38 different 
combination plates that are offered 
all day. 

Located at 1033 Tremont St., 
Boston, Mass. Order by calling 
617-427-8068 or 617-427-2959, and 
see the full menu online at http://
www.sunrisechinesefood.com.

CaneStaro

Sometimes, students miss Bartol’s 
dining hours due to late classes or 
evening study groups. If that is the 
case, Canestaro is a great, near-by 
place to order from that offers a 
varied menu.
Known for serving fresh Italian 
gourmet foods like pastas, pizzas, 
and calzones, Canestaro’s menu 
also offers a wide variety of all-
American food, such as burgers, 
steak and cheese subs, and chicken 
fingers. Open seven days a week, 
they deliver until 11 p.m.

Located at 16 Peterborough 
St., Boston Mass. Order by calling 
617-266-8997, and visit them on-
line at http://www.canestaro.com

College Pizza

The ability to order a great pizza at 
a late hour is a must for college stu-
dents. With 28 different types of 

pizza to choose from at affordable 
prices, it is easy to find a pizza you 
will enjoy ordering over and over 
again for your late-night study ses-
sions.

College Pizza also offers 36 
different types of subs as well as 
calzones, dinner platters, pasta 
dinners, pita roll-ups, sandwiches, 
salads, and various side orders.

Located at 50 Queensbury 
St., Boston, Mass. Order by call-
ing 617-266-4919 or 617-276-5894. 
College Pizza accepts the Fenway 
Card.

Places to eat late and eat great

By Caitlin Mazzola
Staff Writer

Ask any teenager if they have read 
the Twilight books and more often 
than not, he or she will reply “yes,” 
and proceed to gush about the 
books with great enthusiasm.

Could Stephenie Meyer’s 
fantastical series really be just 
as, if not more, popular than J.K. 
Rowling’s Harry Potter? For some, 
Rowling’s flawless writing and in-
tricate detail will always overpow-
er Meyer’s less skilled, but still en-
tertaining story. 

According to USA Today, 
Breaking Dawn sold 1.3 million 
copies its first day and 3.7 million 
copies total.  The last Harry Potter 

installment sold 8.3 million copies 
within 24 hours of its release.  With 
the exception of the Twilight series, 
no other book in modern times has 
come anywhere close to the impact 
Harry has had on the world.

While these numbers show 
that Meyer does not trump Rowl-
ing, she still provides a great story 
about love and loyalty.

Each book is an easy read.  
College students with packed 
schedules can enjoy the adventures 
of Edward and Bella just as easily 
as the targeted audience, young 
teenagers, can. 

The release of Breaking 
Dawn signifies an important step 
in Meyer’s writing career.  The 
fourth installment is no longer 

considered a “Young Adult” novel.  
Edward, Bella, and the other main 
characters, face some adult themes, 
like sex and pregnancy, which may 
not be suitable for younger Twi-
light fans. Meyer deals with these 
themes subtly, which adds a touch 
of reality to the fairytale like sto-
ry.

Breaking Dawn concludes the 
story set forth in the Twilight series 
in 2005.  Teenager Bella Swan falls 
in love with Edward Cullen, the 
vegetarian vampire.  Other vam-
pires hear about the couple and 
are determined to break them up, 
because humans are not supposed 
to know about the world’s secret 
covens.  

The second book, New Moon, 
continues the story with Edward 
and Bella’s separation, during 
which Bella becomes deeply in-
volved with Jacob Black, a were-
wolf.  The werewolves are sworn 
enemies of the vampires, a conflict 
that leads to the third part, Eclipse. 
The werewolves and vampires de-
cide whether to remain enemies or 
team up against an advancing evil. 
Bella finds herself choosing be-
tween the true love of Edward and 
the fierce loyalty of Jacob. 

The last book ties everything 
together.  Bella has graduated from 
high school and is free to make a 
life with Edward.  It is not as easy 
as it should be, considering the 
vampire factor, but Bella finally 
has to decide if she wants to remain 
human or become immortal.  The 
two lovers face major changes to-
gether; changes that affect both of 
their families as well as Jacob and 
his fellow werewolves. 

Breaking Dawn is written 
in three parts. Book One is from 
Bella’s point of view, as the rest 
of the series is.  Book Two is writ-
ten from Jacob’s point of view, and 
Book Three is back to Bella’s point 
of view.  Meyer did this in prepara-
tion for another project: Midnight 
Sun, which would have been the 
story from Edward’s point of view.  

Meyer’s first draft of the story 
was leaked on the Internet in late 

August and, according to her Web-
site, she is too upset about the leak 
to continue writing the book, so it 
will remain “on hold indefinitely.”

This may, however, be good 
news to some fans.  Southern Con-
necticut State University student 
Caitlin Chugg did not like the 
switch between Bella and Jacob in 
Breaking Dawn.  Kathryn Kelly, 
a University of Hartford student, 
thinks that a book from Edward’s 
point of view will “ruin the mys-
tery of the beginning of Twilight.”  

Both fans agree, however, 
that Breaking Dawn ended the 
series perfectly.  “When I finally 
closed the book, I wasn’t surprised 
it ended,” said Chugg.  “It ended 
just right, I wasn’t looking for 
more.”

Kelly said, “The ending did 
not make me feel like I was cut off 
from the story.  I closed the book 
and I was not sad that it was over.  
I was happy it ended the way it 
did.” 

Some readers were not as 
pleased with the last installment.  
Denise Martin of the Los Angelos 
Times felt that conflicts were re-
solved too quickly and the ending 
was anti-climactic. She said, “It 
was a confirmation of what you 
saw coming, rather than simply a 
let down.” 

Martin, among other fans, 
would have been content if there 
had been a little more angst, a little 
more darkness, and a little more 
heartbreak. 

Like most authors, Meyer 
knows that she cannot please every-
one.  She strives to make her fans 
happy, but she must also stay true 
to what she believes is the heart of 
the story.  Despite some criticism, 
she is usually rewarded.  

In an interview with CBS, 
Meyer was awed by the response 
she got for her novels.  “They’re 
[the fans] so dedicated ... they get so 
excited,” she said.  “You wouldn’t 
think it’s about books.”

Now she almost knows what 
it feels like to be J.K. Rowling.

WWW.TWIlIghTersanonymous.Com

The final installment of Stephenie Meyer’s successful vampire series sold 
1.3 million copies the day it was released.

the TwilighT 
SerieS

By StePhenie meyer

attn: SPoiler alert

TwilighT
PuBliShed in 2005

bella SWan fallS in love 
With vampire eDWarD Cul-

len, anD they muSt fight 
off a rival 

vampire Who WantS to 
Drink bella’S blooD.

New MooN
PuBliShed in 2006
eDWarD moveS aWay, 

fearing hiS preSenCe iS 
enDangering bella’S life. 
bella, Still being ChaSeD 

by vampireS, iS then 
proteCteD by WereWolf 

JaCob blaCk.

eclipse
PuBliShed in 2007

bella iS forCeD to ChooSe 
betWeen her love for 

eDWarD anD her 
frienDShip With JaCob.

BreakiNg DawN
PuBliShed in 2008
bella anD eDWarD get 

marrieD. they are faCeD 
With the iSSue that bella 
iS pregnant With a ChilD 
that enDangerS bella’S 

life.

Rock the vote.
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Vampire drama rivals Harry 
Potter success
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By Peter Frisman
Contributing Writer

Unlike Crash, the independent film 
that won the Best Picture Academy 
Award for wallowing in its own so-
cial commentary, Courtney Hunt’s 
directorial debut Frozen River is 
refreshingly subtle in its depiction 
of race relations. Its bare-essentials 
dialogue and muted aesthetic of 
night sky and ice enhance the feel-
ing of Hemingway-like understate-
ment. This effect is often undone, 
however, by a myriad of filmmak-
ing techniques applied during the 
moments where the action can eas-
ily speak for itself.

Melissa Leo stars as a mother 
living in New York next to a Mo-
hawk reservation on the Canadian 
border, each area isolated by local 
jurisdictions and interacting with 
each other only when outsiders 
break the laws. 

When her gambling-addicted 
husband leaves her with their two 
sons, Leo’s character and her elder 
son scramble to earn money be-
fore the rent is due. Leo decides, 
upon finding her husband’s car had 
been stolen by a Mohawk smuggler 
(Misty Upham), to bring illegal 
aliens across the border to finance 
her rent. 

Leo may not be gainfully em-
ployed or particularly bright, but 
she does have a perceptible moral 
code that impinges upon her new 
endeavor. 

It is interesting to note what 
sacrifices she is willing to make to 
keep her house: She breaks the ta-
boo of a mother willfully serving 
junk food to their children for din-
ner, but she draws the line at hav-
ing one of them forgo his education 
for a job. 

Her newfound debt has accu-
mulated. Nevertheless, she proves 

herself able to bend the letter of the 
law in order to obtain the payment. 
Her teenage son also lets the ends 
justify the means, though with less 
pretense of morality.

Upham has more dramatic 
matters: Her baby is kidnapped by 
her mother-in-law and the police 
on the reservation care little of her 
predicament. While she seems not 
to care amidst the smuggling oper-
ation, she occasionally gazes long-
ingly at her child on the sly. 

As a whole, Frozen River ef-
fortlessly steeps each scene with 
the type of understated atmosphere 
that major studio productions 
never seem to capture effectively. 
The film has a fine coating of dirt 
that seems as if it was not left de-
liberately, which blends perfectly 
with its portrayal of downtrodden 
people performing questionable 
actions to reach admirable goals. 

Some key scenes, however, 

had an extra layer of gloss, which 
does nothing for the movie’s cred-
ibility. Particular emphasis on cer-
tain scenes damages the plot’s ca-
pability to surprise. It is painfully 
obvious from the start, for example, 
that there is something very impor-
tant in the bag Leo drops from her 
car in the middle of nowhere at the 
beginning of the movie.

But it is the scene where Up-
ham comes face-to-face with her 
baby that this technique betrays 
the most. The moment at which the 
baby starts crying is so exquisitely 
timed that the scene becomes al-
most sterile. What was potentially 
the most wrenching moment in the 
movie is rendered a rote exercise in 
audience manipulation. The scene 
essentially breaks the fourth wall, 
in that it is so trite that it is clear it 
was scripted.

Frozen River presents a most-
ly believable story of two women 
pressed by fate at its cruelest, forc-

Frozen River is quite predictable
ing them to press the limits of their 
moral codes. The movie is filled 
with genuine pathos and scenes 
that grip the audience. It is just a 
shame that Hunt did not trust them 
to be able to do so on their own.

By Emily Slocum
Contributing Writer

A major perk of going to college in 
a big city is the exposure to vari-
ous cultures and their cuisines. It 
only takes a walk down the street 
to grab a Greek gyro for lunch, an 
Italian cannoli for a mid-day snack, 
or Thai masaman curry for dinner. 
If you find yourself wandering 
through the South End, you will 
find a truly remarkable taste from 
a culture few know much about. 

Addis Red Sea, located at 544 
Tremont Street, is one of Boston’s 
only authentic Ethiopian restau-
rants. Soon after walking into the 
restaurant, you will forget about 
your big paper due on Monday; it 
is like you are on vacation in an-
other world. Even though you may 
have to stand in line (even with a 
reservation) the wait is much short-
er than the 7,000-mile flight across 
the sea.

South End restaurant rewards the
adventurous diner

The waitresses wear long, 
wispy, white skirts, attire common 
to the country, and they seem to 
glide weightlessly around the din-
ing rooms. The restaurant itself is 
furnished and decorated with the 
many flavors of Africa. I was seat-
ed at the smallest chair and table I 
have ever seen, which was close to 
the other chairs and tables. 

I was impressed with my 
waitress’s service, which matched 
her image of perfection. As a new 
customer to the Ethiopian menu, 
the staff was patient, and took the 
time to describe the different dish-
es.                                         

I recommend the combination 
platters, which allow guests to try 
the most popular dishes: chicken, 
beef, lamb, and vegetarian, on one 
plate. Dinner is served on a large 
platter atop a moist, pancake-like 
bread called Dabo, which is made 
with semolina flour, spiced with 
cumin, and basted with oil. Din-
ers should feel comfortable using 

their hands for the meal instead of 
utensils; Ethiopian cuisine requires 
diners to tear off sections of Dabo 
and use it to scoop portions of the 

ProvIded By emIly sloCum

Patrons use a bread called Dabo to eat their meals. ProvIded By emIly sloCum

Slocum enjoying her meal at Addis Red Sea.

Voice your 
opinion.

“Addis Red Sea is 
a perfect choice for 

any adventurous 
diner, and is the 

perfect opportunity 
to branch away 

from the Fenway 
area.” 

~emily SloCum,
ClaSS of 2009

meal. 
Your trip to Addis Red Sea is 

not complete without tasting tra-
ditional Ethiopian wine with your 
entree. Royal Meade honey wine is 
particularly unique and delicious.  
The taste is sweeter than other 
wines and is comparative to a des-
sert wine. Combined with the spicy 
nature of the cuisine, the honey 
wine is an excellent choice. 

Addis Red Sea is a perfect 
choice for any adventurous diner, 
and is the perfect opportunity to 
branch away from the Fenway 
area. It is certainly a dining experi-
ence that you will never forget, and 
you will definitely dine there more 
than once.

Join
 The Voice!

Register to vote.
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And Then There Was the Word
A column about our language: The Language of Politics

Waiting by the phone
A book and a social experiment

By Sidney Berger, Ph.D. 
profeSSor of CommuniCationS

We are in the middle of a serious 
pends on your own political lean-
ings.

The language of politics is 
complex, fraught with emotion, in-
vective, and innuendo.  In fact, one 
of the tactics of a party is to put 
labels onto their opponents– labels 
with suggested negative meanings.  
To Republicans, the word "liberal" 
is an insult, a serious criticism.  
And when a Republican in an audi-
ence hears one of her speakers use 
the word "liberal," she is likely to 
boo, cry out in anger, shake her fist, 
and feel her blood pressure rise.  
The word is spoken in derision, 
with the intent to criticize. 

But is being a liberal a bad 
thing?  Not if you are one of the 
open-minded Democrats, who see 
liberalism as good.  It means help-
ing the poor, the down-trodden, the 
average person on the street.  

Republicans demonize Dem-
ocrats by adding the adjectival 
phrase "tax-and-spend" to "liber-
als."  But Republicans tax also.  
And they spend.  And sometimes 
they wind up with huge deficits 
when the Democrats wind up with 
extra money in the country's cof-
fers.  But when you hear a Red 
speaker talk of "tax-and-spend 
liberals," you just know that the 
audience will hoot and holler with 
contempt and anger.

It's easy to put labels onto 
your opponents, and often those 
labels, which are critical of their 
opponents' actions and ideas, win 
votes.  Language is powerful.

I remember my parents tell-
ing me, "Sticks and stones can 
break your bones, but words will 
never hurt you."  But that proves to 
be untrue.  We can be cruelly hurt 
by words, enough to break up mar-
riages and friendships.  Enough to 
sway votes.

Politicians, then, choose 
words and phrases to create emo-
tions, positive and negative.  Equal-
ly fascinating is the way people 
react to this language.  Emotional 
language operates on a deep-seat-
ed part of the brain, conjuring up 
really powerful reactions:  hatred, 
anger, love, protectiveness, pride, 
frustration, and so on.

How many of you listened 
to the speeches at the two national 
conventions?  We heard words like 
"America," which almost always 
got cheers.  Any politician wanting 
to get wild applause and approba-
tion only needs to end a sentence or 
paragraph with "The United States 
Of America"; the cheers are sure to 
follow.  

Politicians love to tell "sto-
ries."  "Let me tell you about Mrs. 
Smith, a single mother with three 
sick kids, living in a trailer park, 
who just lost her job, has no insur-

ance, and just found out that she 
has terminal ingrown toenails."  
The appeal to pity is powerful.  The 
politicians love to tell sob stories, 
and then conclude them with, "Our 
foes don't care about these poor 
people.  Vote for us and we will 
help them.  We are good.  The other 
party is a bunch of scum-bags, out 
for themselves, catering to special 
interests.”  (There is another loaded 
pair of words:  “special interests.”  
They will raise hackles and voices 
of protest.)

But look at the words of the 
speech:  "single mother," sick kids," 
"trailer park," "lost job," "no insur-
ance," "terminal toenails," and so 
forth.  This is the "pity ploy."  We 
see it in the "stories" of the poor 
upbringings of the candidates, the 
treatment they had at the hands 
of evil people, the great efforts 
against all odds to raise themselves 
socially, the loss of family mem-
bers, their aging parents, and on 
and on.  The ploy essentially says, 
"pity me; and because of your pity, 
vote for me to make it better."  

The logic of that is absurd.  
Being pitied for something does not 
qualify anyone for being put into 
public office.  But the ploy works.  
"Oh, what a terrible life that person 
had!  I want to help him.  I will vote 
for him."

Words of power sway people 
to act, to do things that, on their 
very surface, are illogical.  But 
emotions often trump reason, mak-
ing people do things that are not 
in their own or the country's best 
interests.  I really despise the pity 
ploy, but we see it in politics all the 
time.  I also abhor the name call-
ing, the attack slogans, the argu-
ments ad hominem we hear often.  
Ad hominem arguments are those 
that attack a person rather than that 
person's ideas.  They should have 
no place in civil, cogent discourse, 
but they carry emotional power, 
and we see them more and more in 
"dirty politics."

Another way of looking at the 
language of politics is from the lis-
tener's (or I should say "listeners'"–
since the words are usually di-
rected at a crowd) perspective.  A 
host of listeners, willing to applaud 
anything their idol says, or eager 
to boo anything their enemy has to 

say, is trigger-ready to let out the 
appropriate response:  applause, 
jeers, cheers, boos, and so on.  As 
I said, their responses are triggered 
by buzzwords and phrases, high 
sentiment, emotional locutions, 
and the like.  

What is so frightening is that 
the more they hear and cheer for 
the words they want to hear, the 
more they believe what they hear, 
even in the face of overwhelming-
ly contradictory evidence.  People 
vote "the party line," not thinking 
that that line could hurt them a 
great deal.

Rhetoric, carefully crafted 
emotional language, will whip 
crowds into frenzies, and they will 
be brainwashed into believing un-
truths, half truths, innuendo, un-
supported critiques of their foes, 
and vacuous promises.  They will 
complain about conditions, vote, 
elect, and then suffer the conse-
quences; and then they will com-
plain again about the conditions if 
the people they have elected don't 
change anything.

People driven by the power 
of language, not by the power of 
the truths or untruths behind the 
language, either don't understand 
what they are cheering about or 
haven't listened carefully.  In a 
recent campaign speech, one can-
didate said something about how 
badly the country is doing now.  
His statement happened to end 
with a buzzword, like "America."  
The crowd had cheered wildly for 
all of his previous statements, they 
were wound up to show their ap-
probation at every statement, so 
they cheered and applauded the 
statement about how badly the U.S. 
is doing.  A totally misdirected, in-
appropriate, and, truly, humiliating 
response.  But of course, they never 
noticed how stupid that sounded.

It just showed that what I am 
talking about here is true.  

I always dread political cam-
paigns. The language they generate 
is powerful and painful.  No matter 
which side you are on, you have 
a responsibility to try to pierce 
through the rhetoric to see the 
truths. A responsible voter discred-
its and discards the political lingo 
and gets to the heart of matters.  

Try not to be swayed by lan-
guage when you vote.  Master it; 
don't let it master you.  Then vote 
for the people who will be good for 
"The United States of America."  
[Hurrah!]

I always dread 
political cam-
paigns.  The lan-
guage they gener-
ate is powerful 
and painful.

By Kate Clavet
Staff Writer

Do not misconstrue my intentions; 
I am just as independent and new 
age as the next woman. I do not 
believe in spinsters, but in women 
who do not chose marriage and live  
glamorous single lifestyles. 

However, Greg Behrendt and 
Liz Tuccilo have me perplexed 
with their book, He's Just Not That 
Into You.    

I was disgusted when the 
book first came out a few years ago.  
How could a book entitled “He's 
Just Not That Into You,” not be de-
meaning and insulting to women? 
The title itself seemed offensive. 

Wanting to be fair, I decided 
to read it and was surprised at what 
I found. This book is not a woman-
bashing novel, but an encouraging 
and possibly enlightening self-help 
book.  Despite the fact that the term 
“self-help” makes me cringe  due 
to its negative connotations; the 
advice may actually be helpful.  

Behrendt and Tuccilo encour-
age their readers to demand only 
the utmost respect and attentive-
ness. To ensure that the reader con-
ceives their ideas, the co-authors 
provide a list of guidelines for the 
reader to follow at the end of each 
chapter.

The book is filled with exple-
tives and brutally honest state-
ments, but this just makes it more 
realistic and comical.  I had to ask 
myself, do Tuccilo and Behrendt 
have a point and does their advice 
work?  

It seemed honest enough with 
sentences like, “A man would rath-
er be trampled by elephants than 
tell you he's just not that into you” 
and, “the more you respect your-
self, the more chance you'll have of 
getting it. You're worth it.”  

Statements like “An excuse is 
a polite rejection,” and “Guys who 
don't ask you out or call you are 
lazy,” make it hard to digest.  What 
kind of equal world is it if a woman 
has to wait around for a man to ask 
her out? 

I decided to conduct my own 
experiment with the intention of 
finding out how realistic the book 
is. Each week I will go out to meet 
men with the rules of the book in 

mind and report back on how they 
work. 

As a start, I rid my life of 

"lazy guys,” as Greg and Liz 
would call them, who did not seem 
clear on what they wanted, never 
called when they said they would, 
or seemed to be full of  “polite re-
jection.”  Since none of them have 
protested my dislike of their be-
havior, the co-authors seem to be 
right,. They just are not that into 
me, but is that okay? According 
to the book, “100 percent of men 
polled said they've never been too 
busy to call a woman they were re-
ally into.”  

This experiment seems rath-
er dangerous to me, but what is 
the point of an experiment without 
risks? Especially when I have en-
couraging advice like, “There is a 
guy out there who wants everyone 
to know he's your boyfriend.” I 
want to make it clear that I do not 
want or need a boyfriend. This is 
simply a social experiment. If it 
turns out for the worst, it could be 
comical at  the least and illuminat-
ing at the most.  

Do not miscon-
strue my inten-
tions; I am just 
as independent 
and new age as 
the next woman. 
I do not believe 
in spinsters, but 
in women who do 
not chose mar-
riage and live a 
glamorous single 
lifestyle. 

A Summary of this Week’s Rules: 
1. Do not ask him out.Make him ask you.

2. Do not call him. If he is into you he will call 
you. 

3. Excuses are a way of politely rejecting people. 

4. If he does not call and is full of excuses, he is 
not worth it. You deserve better. 

get involved. 
join the simmons voice.

the possibilities are endless.

voice@simmons.edu
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Calendar Listing: September 19-24
Friday 9/19 HTML Workshop 

Held by the PTRC 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. in P113 at Simmons College 
For more information go to: 
http://ptrc.simmons.edu

“Queer and Catholic”
A forum discussing what it is like to be queer 
and catholic. 
7 p.m. in the Linda K. Paresky Conference 
Center

Mambos Salsa 
A Salsa Club for all ages 
Stuart St. in Boston, Mass.
9:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m.

Saturday 9/20 Boston Lighthouse Tours
Tour the oldest, staffed lighthouse in Boston, 
and discover other historical points surroud-
ing Boston Harbor. 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Located at Fan Pier, near Northern Ave. and 
East Service Rd., Boston, Mass.

Oak Street Fair in the Boston Chinatown 
Neighborhood 
11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Located at the Josiah Quincy School.
Free.

Hot Pink Party 
Wear hot pink and party at the Revolution 
Rock Bar. 
Cover charge is $10 but the proceeds go to 
the Breast Cancer Research Foundation. 

Sunday 9/21 BoWa Open Market
An open market with a large variety of arti-
sans, farmers, and cooks. 
Located in the South End, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  

Urban Interactive Adventure 
Great for people who are interested in Mys-
teries, History, and Comedy. 
1 p.m. 
Located in City Place, Boston, Mass.

Make Your Own Paperweight 
At the Diablo Glass School 
2 p.m. in Jamaica Plain

Monday 9/22 Beacon Hill Walking Tour 
Take a tour of Beacon Hill and learn the his-
tory behind it. 
5:30-7 p.m.
Location: Massachusettes State House
Boston, Mass.

Take Command of Your Career! Strategic 
Planning for Career Growth. 
6:30 p.m. 
Located at the Boston Center for Adult Edu-
cation. 

Mogwai
A Mixture of piano, guitar, and electronic 
sounds. 
7:30 p.m.
Wilbur Theatre, Boston, Mass. 

Tuesday 9/23 Dave Mueller “As Above, So Below”
An artwall that will be changed to display 
artwork by Mueller, an artist from LA. 
Location: The Institute of Contemporary Art
Boston, Mass.

“‘Dirty Dozen’ 12 Artists and a Ton of Trash”
An art exhibit that is made entirely from trash 
in an attempt to convince people that landfills 
do not have to be the final destination for 
garbage. 
10 a.m.
Boston Children’s Museum 

Jim Lauletta headlines at Dick’s Beantown 
Comedy Vault. 
8:30-10:30 p.m.

Wednesday 9/24 North End Cultural Heritage Tour 
A walking journey through layers of North 
End history. 
2-5 p.m.
Located in the Chrisopher Columbus Water-
front Park

“Then...Absence:Images from the Ninth 
Ward, New Orleans”
Color images taken in 2007 by John Rosen-
thrall of a community ruined by hurricane 
Katrina. 
Panpticon Gallery, Boston, Mass.

Blue Man Group
8 p.m. 
Charles Playhouse
Boston, Mass.

Make sure to check the next issue for a 
brand new Sudoku and 

the answers to this week’s puzzle! 

Sudoku Madness
Directions: Fill in the squares with numbers one 
through nine. Every three-by-three box should 

include every number one through nine once, as 
should every row and column. The answers to 
this Sudoku will appear in next week’s issue.

“Just because you are Asian 
doesn’t mean you can use 
it as an excuse for every-
thing.” –K.C. to K.T. 

“We’re not Perez” 
–T. F. while commenting on 
The Simmons Voice. 

“I am so behind on music, 
guys, I really do not even 
know who this is.  It’s be-
cause I don’t own a radio.”
–T.F. 

“Does this look like a gun 
or just a really weird phal-
lic symbol?” 
–C. A. to The Voice staff 

“ We’re not going to get 
cable. We’re just going to 
play ‘Rockband’ all semes-
ter; it’s cheaper, we already 
have the games, and we’re 
stealing someone’s Inter-
net.” 
–A. H. 

“Want some cappuccino? 
I got a really big one, so 
there is plenty to go around. 
I’m already jittery.” 
–S.B. 

“I wish they sold pocket-
sized Sid Bergers.” 
–T.F. 

“Aw, I have to walk through 
the Fens.” 

–C.A.
“Are you gonna be ok?” 
–A.H.
“Yea, I’ll just call you 
guys.”
–C.A.
“911 might be a better bet.”
–A.H. 

join the simmons voice. 
the possibilities are endless.

6 p.m. Sundays.
arnold hall living room.
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To the Editor:

Welcome and Welcome Back!!!!
It is my pleasure to open up this year with a welcome to the class of 2012, while shouting out the class of 2009. 
This year is going to be a dynamic year. We are a part of historic time. The presidential race is getting even 
more interesting as we get closer to November 7th. Also this year there is new momentum in the student 
government and we are all dedicated to making this year one to remember. With our theme A.C.T.I.O.N. (Ac-
countability, Change, Trust, Inclusion, and Optimism, Now) we are planning to embark on a year of student 
involvement that will turn in record numbers. We have new and fun plans for the senate, with t-shirts mixers. 

Make this the year you get involved with SGA and make it count.
As a side note SGA will start September 17 at 3:30 in S183. The meeting is open to everyone in the community 
and it will be a great start to an amazing year!  We are also tabling for Rock the Vote on the 17 and 24 in the 
Fens and Bartol (more dates to come), come get registered and fill out absentee ballots. I hope to see you there! 

France Belizaire
Class of 2009
SGA President

To the Editor:

I sing the Unsung.
Sing the names of three women
Wendy Leung
Elizabeth Schwarz
Nadine Sur
whose names were left unspoken at Honors Convocation.
Winners all of the Dianne M. Kenney Science Award.
Join me in singing their names.
Well Done. Well Done. Well Done.

Bob White
Kindly Olde Professor of Communications

CourTney anderson

Inquiring minds 
don’t get fooled
During the summer, while students were studying, tanning, working, or 
traveling, Simmons College underwent many types of changes. 

The Board of Trustees appointed a new leader last year, and interim Presi-
dent Helen Drinan officially began in the beginning of August. While 
construction abounds at Simmons with the recently renovated Fens Café, 
Alumnae Hall, and the new School of Management building, the most 
noteworthy additions to Simmons are the new students on our campus. 
Together, they represent hundreds of new ideas and perspectives that will 
continue to shape our community.

Meanwhile, the economy is sinking and the country is facing a credit cri-
sis. Students are turning down opportunities at colleges and universities 
because of financial aid limitations.  The cost of living has increased as 
energy prices soar.

These changes have ushered in a time that demands now, more than ever, 
for every student to be involved in the Simmons community. Now is the 
time to shoulder the personal responsibility to be informed about local, 
regional, national, and global issues. 

The Simmons Voice strives to inform the community every week, but it is 
the responsibility of each of us to ask questions. It is our shared respon-
sibility to seek the truth because only through working together will the 
necessary answers be found.

We must come together for the common good of our Simmons commu-
nity and the world beyond our campus.   We must take action.  We must 
question everything.
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By Courtney Anderson
Contributing Writer

As a member of Amnesty Interna-
tional, an activist group on cam-
pus, I am well aware of the trials 
and tribulations of trying to get 
members of the Simmons commu-
nity involved.  Simmons has not 
always been known as an actively 
political community, but students 
here have a history of responding 
to political and social occurrences 
on campus and beyond.  If this is 
true, then what is it about Simmons 
College that leaves activist groups 
with minimal attendance at both 
meetings and events?  I am not 
sure, but I have an inkling that one 
factor can be attributed to a certain 
Web site used by many. Facebook.

I am the president of Am-
nesty International at Simmons.  
Honestly, Amnesty is a group for 
relatively lazy people.  As a well-
organized international grassroots 
organization, Amnesty not only of-
fers the resources to easily educate 
its members on particular issues, 
but it gives them all the resources 
they need to participate in its cam-
paigns. They provide template 
letters to sign and send to top of-
ficials, postcards, posters, buttons, 
slogans: you name it, we have it.  

In Amnesty, members do not 
need to have an ounce of creativ-
ity and it is not necessary to devote 
a significant amount of time to the 
main bulk of what the organiza-
tion does. Yet we still only main-
tain about five or six members per 
weekly meeting.  

I understand that as students, 
we all have jam-packed schedules.  
But what is it about our lives that 
makes it so difficult to get out there 
and try to change the world and our 
communities in an active, group 
setting?  As I said before, I truly 
believe it is Facebook.

In the age of information, 
there is no doubt in my mind that 
we are well aware of many politi-

By Ashley Haight
Contributing Writer

Election day approaches, but fo-
cus is not on the two presidential 
candidates. It is on one presidential 
candidate, Senator Barack Obama, 
and the Republican party’s vice 
presidential candidate, Gov. Sarah 
Palin. Palin seems to have replaced 
McCain in campaign news.  Just 
last week the Boston Globe printed 
a front-page issue with side-by-
side articles and photos of  Palin 
and Obama.  

Three weeks ago, few people 
even knew who the governor of 
Alaska was. She was one of the 
most unsuspecting vice presiden-
tial candidates, but today, Palin is 
the most talked about woman in 
U.S. news.  

What exactly does all this 
publicity mean?  For one, Palin 
is not the most reliable campaign 
speaker for McCain and reporters 
are constantly running fact checks 
after Palin’s public appearances.  
Media does not need to dig very far 
to find ways to criticize Palin; all 
it takes is to listen to what Palin is 
saying about herself.  Last week’s 
Saturday Night Live opening scene 
made jabs at Palin without using 
anything more than excerpts from 
her speeches.   

Palin has many questions to 
answer for the American people 
and for the press.  Among those are 
her credentials for the role of vice 
president, the controversy with the 
trooper in Alaska, Palin’s support 
of the “bridge to nowhere,” the per-
sonal lives of her family, and the 

six years it took Palin to receive 
her bachelor’s degree. 

In her interview with Charles 
Gibson on ABC, Palin was asked 
if she had the credentials to be the 
next vice president of the country 
because of her lack of foreign poli-
cy experience.  Palin answered that 
if we were to look back to all previ-
ous elections, she would not be the 
only vice presidential candidate 
who has not met a head of state. 
This is actually false. If elected, 
Palin would be the first vice presi-
dent who has never met a head of 
state before holding office.  

Palin also justified her own 
foreign policy experience by point-

Group participation on Facebook 
is not enough

Is Palin qualified to be vice 
president?

If elected, Palin 
would be the first 
vice president who 
has never met a 
head of state before 
holding office.

ing out that she can see Russia 
from Alaska.  

Another concern is how her 
position as governor of one of the 
least populated states in the coun-
try qualifies Palin for the vice pres-
idency of the United States.  The 
population of the state of Alaska 
is less than that of most major U.S. 
cities including Chicago, New 
York, and Los Angeles.  Despite 
this, Palin claims that the people 
of Alaska face the same issues and 
problems that the people of the rest 
of the country face.  It is hard to 
imagine that the 600,000 people 
of Alaska face the same issues that 
the 19 million people living in New 
York City face. 

Let us consider the issue of 
gun laws.  Palin is against further 
laws restricting gun ownership.  She 
explains how the people of Alaska 
use guns for recreational activities 
like hunting and sport. How can 
this reason compare to the large 
cities of the United States where 
guns are used for neither hunting 
nor sport, but theft and murder?  
Does this mean Palin would base 
legislation for the country on what 
she thinks would be good for the 
people of Alaska?  

Another concern is wheth-
er or not Palin would be able to 
separate her personal beliefs from 
government administration and if 
those personal beliefs would influ-
ence legislation in Washington.

In her interview with Gibson, 
Palin said that “when you’re run-
ning for office, your life is an open 
book and you do owe it to Ameri-
cans to talk about your personal 
opinion, which may end up being 
different than what the policy [is] 
in an administration.”  Many of her 
own beliefs are based on her Chris-
tian religion.

ABC aired a video of Palin at 
her church in Alaska talking to the 
people of the congregation about 
the war in Iraq.  She said in the 
video, “Our national leaders are 
sending U.S. soldiers on a task that 
is from God.”  In a country that 
is supposed to honor the separa-
tion of church and state, one has 
to wonder whether Palin will bring 
her religion into national politics 
and use it to justify the actions of 
Washington. 

For the next two months, the 
spotlight on Palin will continue, 
but voters have to remember that 
McCain’s is the lead name on the 
Republican ticket, not Palin’s.  Mc-
Cain will use Palin in order to gain 
votes for the remaining campaign 
months and she will continue to 
serve as a spokesperson against the 
Obama-Biden ticket.  Palin could, 
however, cost McCain some votes 
if she keeps falsifying facts in pub-
lic appearances and shows how un-
qualified she is by emphasizing her 
own flaws and lack of knowledge.

cal issues which concern us. So if 
this is true, why are meeting and 
event turnouts so low? I blame 
Facebook.  It is now easy to join 
a Facebook group dedicated to a 
particular cause.  Participants click 
“join group,” and then forget about 
it.  Some Facebook groups main-
tain active members, hold lively 
discussions on particular issues, 
and pass around information in a 
way that is effective and useful.  
Yet, for the most part, people just 
add and forget.

My assertion is that people 
add these groups as a way to ac-
knowledge their viewpoints with-
out feeling obligated to respond 
further.  I am not saying this is a 
bad thing, as I am fully guilty of 
it myself (just go to my profile and 
look at the groups I have joined), 
but I am saying I wish more people 
would take their viewpoints and 
turn them into a more tangible 
force. 

At our weekly Amnesty 
meetings we have approximately 
five people show up.  Our Face-
book group has 65 members. Often 
we would have lectures on many 
of Amnesty’s issues, but because 
of low turnout, we decided to get 
more innovative and held an Art 
and Activism Exhibit in March 
2008.  According to the Facebook 

event, we had 27 confirmed guests, 
55 maybe attending guests, 81 not 
attending guests and 78 people did 
not reply.  In the end we only had 
6 non-Amnesty members come to 
the event.  Three of those people 
were from Simmons, and only one 
was a student. 

Senior Ana Vasquez, the 
former secretary of STAND, the 
student-led division of the Geno-
cide Intervention network, had ex-
periences similar to mine over her 
years at Simmons. 

“I think that a lot of people are 
willing to help out in other ways, 
instead of actually showing up to 
events. At the same time, we are all 
guilty of that,” said Vasquez. “We 
forget [about the events], have oth-
er commitments, etc. It might seem 
that no one cares and it is frustrat-
ing because you create events for 
people to come to and only 10 peo-
ple end up showing up.”

Vasquez also noted that this 
common problem for Simmons 
groups represents our college’s cul-
ture as a whole.  She thinks there 
is a greater focus on academics 
and not enough on being involved 
“culturally, socially, [and] proac-
tively.”

It is important to not only 
show your support for certain 
groups through joining their e-
mail lists and their Facebook 
groups, but it is also key to be in-
volved as much as possible in and 
around campus.  Doing this creates 
a friendlier, community-oriented 
culture, and has the potential to 
make our already rich community 
grow and expand.  

In addition, being a part of a 
group gives students various lead-
ership opportunities and experi-
ence that they otherwise would not 
have, which in turn better prepares 
them for future endeavors. So 
while we are all guilty of e-joining 
groups, let us try to move partici-
pation out of the virtual world and 
into reality.

CourTney anderson

Students use Facebook as a way to connect and network with people who have similar interests.  While this is a 
great tool to use, sometimes it gets in the way of actual human interaction.

make people laugh. tell a story in pictures. create an image in 
words. question the status quo. keep people on their toes. win 

awards. give out awards. be part of something larger than your-
self. make new friends. learn new skills. 

share your skills with others. understand other perspectives. dis-
cover the power of your own voice. get a reaction. write. draw. 

photograph. opine. design. edit. lay out.
get involved. 

join the simmons voice. 
the possibilities are endless.

6 p.m. Sundays.
arnold hall living room.

What is it about 
our lives that 
makes it so difficult 
to get out there and 
try to change the 
world and our com-
munities in an ac-
tive, group setting? 
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The Museum of Science (MOS) was a zoo last Monday night; besides the fact 
that the animals on display were stuffed, the wildest things there were the stu-
dents.  The MOS College Night enticed hoards of students to Cambridge from as 
far away as Minnesota and as close as Boston University, Simmons, and North-
eastern University.

This year’s MOS College Night included a butterfly garden, Omni films, 
planetarium and laser shows, and live presentations such as animal exhibits and 
lightning shows.  There was even a “Rockband” competition.  What made the 
night even better was the fact that every event was given at the discounted price 
of 100 percent off.  What college student is not going to take advantage of that 
kind of price markdown?  Students also had the chance to enter a raffle to win 
several prizes given away by Kiss 108, which broadcast live from the lobby all 
night.  In addition to the shows and special events, the museum’s permanent 
exhibits were open for students to explore.  

The MOS is one of the many places in Boston that offers free events to 
new and returning college students.  If students are interested in attending any 
of these events, they should check out College Night at the Museum of Fine Arts 
and Collegefest.  Both events are coming up in the next few weeks.

hannah morroW

Museum of Science College Night attracts 
hundreds of students


