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InsIde ThIs Week

Professional panel inspires 
students to succeed

Samantha Furbush
Junior Sherly Richemond lights a candle for one of the seven principles of Kwanzaa at a celebration on Dec. 4.  For 
more information about the Kwanzaa celebration, see page 2.

By Traci Farrell
Staff Writer

Gerry Chaulk, the director of 
public safety, spoke at last week’s 
Student Government Association 
(SGA) meeting about the role of 
public safety officers on campus.  
Senators also debated implement-
ing a new guest sign-in policy on 
the residence campus.

Some senators support the 
current guest policy, while others 
agree with Chaulk that there should 
be a sign-in procedure in place.

Chaulk used the example of a 
female student being accompanied 
by “three unwanted burly males” 
when she entered her dorm.

“How do I know she wants 
them with her?” Chaulk said.  Hav-
ing to sign people in would give 
students the chance to say, “They 
aren’t my guests.”

Chaulk stands firmly behind 
a higher-security guest policy, but 
he has faced opposition in the past.  
He has attempted to change the 
policy for the past six years, since 
he began at Simmons.

“We would all like to be an 
open community and think the 
world won’t invade us.  The world 

has changed,” Chaulk said.  “God 
forbid something like Virginia 
Tech happened here.”                                             

Chaulk also mentioned that 
because the Simmons residence 
campus is open “until 11 at night 
anyone can go through any of those 
gates.”

It is not necessarily that the 
current system is not working, but 
that maybe there should be a more 
high-security policy instead.

“What you have now seems 

to be working.  [But] I want you 
to have the ability to walk through 
the front door . . . and tell a police 
officer if you don’t want [a guest] 
there.”

Some students think the sign-
in policy should just apply to guests 
and not Simmons residents.

“I wouldn’t like to have the 
[resident] campus students having 
to sign-in at a different dorm,” said 
Sherly Richemond, the representa-
tive from the Caribbean Culture 
Association.

Other students think all nec-
essary precautions should be taken 
to avoid any potential safety prob-
lems.

“I think it is so crucial that 
we have someone in a position of 
authority . . . in each dorm,” said 
senior Laura Merin, the represen-
tative of the class of 2008.  

Chaulk also dispelled any 
confusion there might have been 
about the roles of uniformed safety 
personnel on campus.

The officers in blue uniforms 
are Massachusetts State police of

“We would all 
like to be an open 
community and 
think the world 
won’t invade us.  
The world has 

changed.”

~Gerry Chaulk, direCtor of 
publiC Safety

SGA see page 3

By Renée Frojo
Staff Writer

After working their event planning 
and networking skills, members 
of the Public Relations Student 
Society of America (PRSSA) and 
the Management Liaison got the 
chance to listen to valuable career 
advice from professionals in the 
marketing and communications 
fields at the third annual “Work It” 
professional panel last Thursday.

“The panel is a way for girls 
to learn what it is like to be pro-
fessional, successful women in the 
workplace,” said senior Merrill 
Maloney. “We think what they do 
is work it every day, so we really 
want to learn how to do that from 
them.” 

This year 12 students from 
the communications and manage-
ment departments had the oppor-
tunity to connect with three suc-
cessful women already working in 
those fields. 

“It’s basically just learning 
from the people who have lived 
it,” said senior Casey Brennan, co-
president of PRSSA.

Erica Saldivar, co-founder 
and director of communications 
and PR for Women on the Rise; 
Stefanie Hineback, the associate 
director of the Simmons Fund; and 
Gale Alofsin, the director of corpo-
rate partnerships for Newport Har-
bor Corporation, all spoke about 
their experiences with finding jobs 
and gave insights on how to be suc-
cessful.

Saldivar mainly spoke about 
how students can get professional 
experience through volunteering 
by working at the management lev-

el of a nonprofit organization. 
“There are many opportu-

nities to develop new skills, meet 
new people, and even get to know 
the people that might hire you in 
the companies you want to work 
for,” she said. “It’s kind of a loop 
hole and definitely an untapped 
source that people are not aware of 
upon graduation.”

A recent graduate of Boston 
University, Saldivar also talked 
about her own experiences work-
ing, and offered tips on how to find 
out what job best suits each person. 
“People change their minds all the 
time. They start their careers and 
realize that someone else in the 
company is doing something they 
would like to be doing,” she said.

Above all, Saldivar said that 
she is a big proponent of “fake it 
until you make it.” 

“There are so many resourc-
es out there that people just need 
to learn to relax,” she said. “Most 
people can wing things a little until 
they learn the skill sets that they 
need to be able to do things on their 
own.”

Hinbeck, who talked about 
the path she took from studying 
advertising in college to working in 
fundraising at Simmons, agreed. 

“Don’t worry about what 
you’re going to do right after you 
graduate college. Most people 
don’t, and you’ll always figure it 
out,” she said.

Heinbeck advised students to 
go on as many informational in

Work It see page 3

BeTh MaclIn

Junior and BSO president France Belizaire symbolically poured the Unity 
Cup at the Kwanzaa celebration on Tuesday.  The Unity Cup symbolizes uni-
ty between family, community, nation, and race.

Students consider guest sign-in 
policy on residence campus
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Sirens sing at winter concert

Sirens held their winter concert on Dec. 1 in the Linda K. Paresky Con-
ference Center.  There were three guest performances from Northeast-
ern University, Wheaton College, and Worcester Polytechnic Institute.  
Guests were encouraged to bring canned goods to the event, which re-
duced the price of admission.  “I think we could have had more of a turn-
out, as far as the audience goes,” said Elizabeth Cortez-Neavel, president 
of Sirens.  After being “incredibly off” the first time, the group performed 
“Breathe,” Cortez-Neavel said.  The group “restarted the song with the 
correct notes, and [the] collective feedback after the show [was that] we 
performed it great the second time around.”

Best Buddies hosts movie night

Best Buddies hosted a movie event on Dec. 1 in the Arnold Hall living 
room where the Buddies watched Elf.  Eight Buddy pairs attended the 
event, and two of the pairs met for the first time, according to senior Ma-
rissa Rousselle, director of Best Buddies at Simmons.  “I’d have to say the 
best part about our event was when all of the Buddies arrived. They were 
all so excited to be at Simmons, to see each other again, and to hang out 
with their Buddies,” Rousselle said.  “At that instant it was as if . . . the 
Buddies were not intellectually compromised at all.”

Community celebrates Kwanzaa

More than 30 students, staff, faculty, and guests joined the Black Student 
Organization, the Council of Black Administrators, Faculty, and Staff 
(BAFAS), and Multicultural Affairs/Office of the Dean for Student Life 
for Kwanzaa: A Celebration of Family, Community, and Culture. The eve-
ning’s festivities included singing the black national anthem - led by gos-
pel choir president Charlene Hollins; reading the seven principles (nguzo 
saba); lighting the seven symbolic candles; and enjoying soul food. The 
event was held in the Linda K. Paresky Conference Center from 5-7 p.m.

SimmonS in Brief
Nutrition Liaison sponsors food drive

The Nutrition Liaison is sponsoring a food drive to benefit Community 
Servings in Jamaica Plain, which prepares and delivers meals to “almost 
700 individuals and families who are homebound with an acute life-
threatening illness.”  The donated non-perishable items will be used to 
make holiday baskets for Community Servings clients.  Collection boxes 
will be set up in the Park Science building, the Fens, Dix Scholars lounge, 
Java City, Meyers Café, and residence halls.  “Staff members have been 
very responsive in the science building [and the] Nutrition Department 
has donated many items from the Nutrition Lab,” said Kristen DeLisio, 
president of the Nutrition Liaison.

Hillel kicks off holiday with Hanukkah party

Simmons Hillel hosted their Hanukkah party on the first night of Hanuk-
kah, Dec. 4, in Quadside Café in Smith Hall.  Guests enjoyed latkes, or 
potato pancakes, made at the party, and other snacks.  There was also 
chocolate gelt, which is often used in place of money in dreidel games.  
Hanukkah began at sundown on Tuesday and lasts until sundown on Dec. 
12.  Hillel is hosting a Hanukkah candle lighting each night of the holiday 
on the residence campus.

CAS faculty council supports Voice pres-
ence

The College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) Faculty Council sent a memo 
to CAS faculty presenting three proposed resolutions to respond to how 
much access a Simmons Voice reporter should have to the monthly meet-
ings. The proposed resolutions include: a reporter is not allowed at the 
meeting; a reporter can attend on a case-by-case basis; and a reporter can 
attend the meeting, but only use the information as background. “After 
extensive discussion, each of the three motions below was felt to be un-
tenable for both philosophical and practical reasons. Consequently, Fac-
ulty Council is formally endorsing the current state of affairs - a faculty 
meeting open to the Simmons Voice,” according to the memo. The Dec. 5 
meeting, when a final decision will be made, happened after the Simmons 
Voice went to print on Tuesday.

and slavery, women and slavery, 
the United Nations definition of 
slavery, and slavery and conflict as 
areas that need more research.

Professor Jacqueline Bhabha, 
the executive director of the Har-
vard University Committee on Hu-
man Rights Studies and the mod-
erator of the lecture, pointed out 
the timeliness of the topic, since 
just weeks earlier Gap faced criti-
cism for having children working 
in some of their outsourced facto-
ries in India.

Bales’ stop at Harvard is part 
of his book tour, on which he is 
promoting his new book, Ending 
Slavery. The book, according to 
O, The Oprah Magazine, “tempers 
horror with hope by outlining lo-
cal and global actions to liberate as 
many as 27 million people world-
wide from their lacerating bonds.”

According to the Free the 
Slaves Web site, the organization 
was formed in 2000 in response 
to “Bales’ groundbreaking book, 
Disposable People. The award 
winning book introduced much of 
the world to modern-day slavery, 
including a business strategist and 
a television producer.”

By Beth Maclin
Staff Writer

Kevin Bales, director of the  or-
ganization Free the Slaves, spoke 
to more than 30 people about the 
issue of contemporary slavery 
at Harvard’s Kennedy School of 
Government in mid November, 
explaining that this was not an is-
sue that would be solved quickly or 
easily.

“There’s no silver bullet, no 
rock concert to end slavery,” Bales 
said. He also said that he does not 
want the issue of slavery to be a 
“flavor of the month,” but rather 
that it needs to be a long, slow 
build in order for it to penetrate the 
public’s mind.

Bales, the leading expert on 
contemporary slavery, discussed 
issues that he researches.  He also 
encouraged the doctoral students 
present to think about some topics 
that had not yet been explored and 
could perhaps make for interesting 
dissertations.

He said that when he first 
started researching the subject, 
he went to the library and found 
just over 3,000 academic articles 
on slavery, but only two of them 
concerned contemporary slavery. 
One of the challenges he faced was 
defining modern-day slavery. He 
spent 3.5 years just trying to fig-
ure out how many people were in 
slavery-about 27 million- and then 
he and his research team had to do 
conceptual work to define slavery.

“That was in fact one of the 

greatest battles because academ-
ics will wrestle themselves to the 
ground and strangle you to death 
before they agree that your defini-
tion is as good as their definition,” 
Bales said.  “We had to struggle 
and struggle to define slavery, even 
just a working definition.”

“So we looked at slavery 
across all of human existence and 
said ‘what are the common at-
tributes of each of those relation-
ships-between slave and master?’ 
And we arrived at the idea that it is 
about when one person is under the 
complete violent control of another 
person, that they’ve used that per-
son for economic exploitation, and 
that the person receives nothing 
beyond subsistence,” he said.

Bales further explained the 
importance of the economic ex-
ploitation aspect of modern-day 
slavery and how it played out in 
the global economy. He said that 
because of the increase in the pool 
of enslavable people, they are dra-
matically less valuable, which is 
why Bales titled his first book on 
the topic, Disposable People. His-
torically, the average slave would 
cost $40,000. Today, the average 
slave costs no more than $100, ac-
cording to Bales.

This year marks the 200-year 
anniversary of the first anti-slave 
trade victory, and Bales hopes that 
the growing movement and the 
tools and suggestions in his new 
book will lead to more victories.

“It’s not about the liberation 
of one slave, but of all slaves,” he 

said. “It’s not about ending poverty 
to end slavery, but also about end-
ing slavery to end poverty.”

One attendee asked about the 
cost of freeing slaves and Bales 
said, “This is not about buying 
people out of slavery.

“We see liberation as one of 
the earliest steps in the process.” 
He said that they learned a lesson 
from the United States’ “botched 
emancipation,” where slaves were 
dumped without access to any-
thing.

Bales pointed out religion 

Author encourages more research on 
contemporary slavery

“That was in fact 
one of the great-

est battles because 
academics will 

wrestle themselves 
to the ground and 

strangle you to 
death before they 
agree that your 
definition is as 

good as their defi-
nition.”

~kevin baleS, direCtor of 
free the SlaveS
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By Laura Nelson
ContributinG Writer

The Nazareth Childcare Center, 
tucked away on St. Joseph Street 
in Jamaica Plain, serves children 
as young as six months. On frigid 
school days when sound seems to 
carry easily, the chorus of clas-
sic nursery rhymes can be heard 
faintly. 

But on Family Involvement 
Day, celebrated on Nov. 30, the 
tiny voices were joined by those of 
parents and Jumpstart volunteers.

Jumpstart Volunteer Coordi-
nator Carolyn Swanhall and Jump-
start Site Manager Elizabeth Bauer 
planned Family Involvement Day. 
The program included a perfor-
mance by the Boston University 
Children’s Theatre, festive class-
room activities, and a take-away 
kit of resources. 

The kit, according to Swan-
hall, consisted of winter poems, 
recipes, and crafts, and was a meth-
od “to encourage the stretching of 
Jumpstart programs to the home . . 
. Family Involvement Day is an op-
portunity to work with the families 
and kids on a larger scale.” 

Swanhall, a senior sociology 
major with a minor in early child-
hood education and social justice, 
began her involvement with Jump-
start during her earliest days at 
Simmons. This year marks Bauer’s 
first with the Simmons Jumpstart 
program.

Family involvement is one 

Families celebrate family 
involvement at Jumpstart

of Jumpstart’s three pillars, and 
children, parents, and Jumpstart 
volunteers filled the classroom 
to capacity at Friday’s event. The 
room was packed with toddlers and 
preschool-age children. 

The attention of the room was 
focused on the seven members of 
the Boston University Children’s 
Theatre, who preformed an origi-
nal production including music, 
dance, and rhyme, and culminated 
their presentation by inviting all of 
the children to dance together with 
parents and volunteers. It was the 
troupe’s first performance at the 
Nazareth Childcare Center. 

“It was a wonderful chance to 
perform for children and their par-
ents-- maybe they will bring some 
of our songs home,” said Sara Bliss, 
a Boston University senior.

Swanhall and Bauer planned 
Family Involvement Day with the 
intention to involve not only the 
children and their families, but 
other area nonprofits as well. 

“Project Warm has donated 
about 50 coats to all 12 Jumpstart 
sites in Boston, including The 
Nazareth Childcare Center,” Bauer 
said.  “It’s another way to involve 
families in the day’s activities.” 

Jumpstart is a national or-
ganization that engages young 
people in service to work toward 
the day every child in America 
enters school prepared to succeed. 
Jumpstart recruits, trains, and sup-
ports college students to serve as 
part-time AmeriCorps members, 
working one-to-one with and sup-
porting young children in Head 
Start and other early childhood 
education programs, according to 
the Jumpstart Web site.

Jumpstart focuses on build-
ing school success for young chil-
dren by developing their early lan-
guage, literacy, and social skills.  
The program encourages strong 
family involvement to help fami-
lies support children’s learning, 
and trains college students to be 
future teachers and leaders in early 
childhood education. 

Jumpstart’s national spon-
sors are American Eagle Outfitters, 
AmeriCorps, Pearson, and Star-
bucks. For more information, visit 
the Jumpstart Web site at www.
jstart.org, or visit the Scott-Ross 
Center for Community Service.

“Project Warm 
has donated about 
50 coats to all 12 
Jumpstart sites in 

Boston.  It’s anoth-
er way to involve 

families in the 
day’s activities.”

~elizabeth bauer,
JumpStart Site manaGer

SGA
continued from page 1

terviews as possible when looking 
for jobs. “A lot of people will take 
30 minutes to tell you about what 
they do,” she said. “And keeping 
up with those contacts really helps 
you get a job.”

Lastly, Alofsin focused on 
choosing a job you love. “It might 
take you five, six, or 10 jobs to fig-
ure out what you want to do. But 
never compromise what you want 
to do, never let anyone disrespect 
you, and enjoy every minute that 
you can of your life,” she said.

Besides gaining valuable ca-
reer advice from successful wom-
en, members from both organiza-
tions learned from the experience 
of planning and putting together 
the event itself. Because this was 
PRSSA and the Management Liai-
son’s big event of the semester, or-
ganizers started planning the event 
from the fist day of classes, accord-
ing to sophmore Karen DeVincent, 
secretary of PRSSA.

Every member took a hand 
in planning the event, according 
to DeVincent. “We didn’t delegate 
roles, we just let everyone volun-
teer,” she said. “It’s been great and 
everyone did a great job with ev-
erything.”

The main organizers found 
speakers for the event, found a lo-
cation, put together the catering, 
and raised funding. Another group 
of students worked on the design, 
layout, and execution of the promo-

Work It
continued from page 1

ficers.  These officers are required 
to go through 40 hours of train-
ing a year for the state, and an ad-
ditional 96 hours of training from 
Simmons.  Men and women in blue 
uniforms carry a baton and pepper 
spray, and Chaulk is working to al-
low them to carry guns.

The community expects a 
Simmons officer to protect them 
if they are being assaulted, even 
if the attacker has a weapon and 
the officer does not, according to 
Chaulk.

“I need our officers to stay 
safe,” Chaulk said.

Simmons Public Safety of-
ficers wear gray shirts and recieve 
the same training that police offi-
cers do at training; however, they 
are not permitted to make arrests.

The officers in white shirts 
are contracted security officers 
through Securitas.

“We are all student leaders 

and it is our duty to look out for 
the well being of our community,” 
Merin said.  “We need to take this 
situation [of guest policies] more 
seriously.”

Valerie Duvelson, the repre-
sentative from President’s Council 
discussed the rebirth of the Mr. 
Simmons event.  Mr. Simmons is 
a male beauty pageant and serves 
as a fundraiser.  The money made 
from the event will go to Women’s 
Lunch Place on Newbury Street.

Simmons student organiza-

tions are encouraged to nominate 
male friends from surrounding 
colleges into the pageant.  The 
applicants will be reviewed by a 
selection committee before being 
approved into the event.

The committee is only ac-
cepting twenty applicants, and an 
advisor signature is required on 
the application.  Mr. Simmons will 
have eveningwear and question 
and answer sections.  The event 
is set for April 9 in the Linda K. 
Paresky Conference Center.

WWW.sIMMons.edu

MaggIe Foley

The “Work It” panel featured three professional women who shared their experience in the workforce with members 
of PRSSA and the Management Liaison.

tional posters to promote the event, 
while others created folders with 
dress, interview, and networking 
tips to hand out to participants of 
the panel. 

“We don’t like to encourage 
people to just show up to the meet-
ings and not do anything,” Brennan 
said. “We really encourage people 
to take on a role and people can 
talk about it late..r and really feel 
proud about something they have 
accomplished at Simmons.” 

The event inspired students to 
be more confident in pursuing the 
careers the really want in commu-
nications and marketing, according 
to senior Teresa Adams, the model 
for the “Work It” posters. 

“Work it means doing what 
you can with what you have,” she 
said. “This is a way for students 
to learn about the experiences of 
working after school and what they 
can do to work it themselves.”

MerrIll Maloney

Junior Catalina Rojo and senior Teresa Adams participated in the “Work It” 
panel on Thursday.

get involved. 
join the simmons voice.

the possibilities are endless.

voice@simmons.edu
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No deal was made on Ethiopia-Eritrea border 

The deadline for a border agreement between long-time enemies Ethio-
pia and Eritrea expired after a year of negotiations and struggle between 
the two nations. As set a year ago by the Ethiopia-Eritrea Border Com-
mision the deadline was expected to define an official border between 
the two countries. The Commission said it now considered the line it 
had previously drawn as the official border. Both countries showed a 
positive reaction as they accepted the ruling, even though they have 
failed to implement the recommendation. The commission was dis-
solved after the ruling. More than 1,700 troops from the United Nation 
peacekeeping forces (UNMEE) will remain on the border until early 
2008. UNMEE forces are expected to prevent hostilities between the 
two nations, although it is unlikely they will be able to prevent a new 
war from breaking out. More than 80,000 people died during the 1998-
2000 war.

Egypt to host fresh Darfur talks

The Egyptian resort of Sharam el-Sheikh will host talks between re-
gional states acting as mediators in an attempt to end the conflict in 
the Sudanese region of Darfur. Representatives from Eritrea, Libya, and 
Chad are among those invited to meet with envoys from the U.N. and 
the African Union. The mediators hope to define specific roles and re-
sponsibilities for these countries in the Darfur talks. The negotiation 
process has been interrupted by rebel groups who failed to appear in the 
talks in Libya last month. The delay in a plan to organize 26,000 peace-
keeping troops between the AU and the U.N. has discouraged attempts 
to negotiate and end the conflict.

U.S. Democrats want to rethink around Iran

United States Democrats have suggested a reconsideration on foreign 
policy on Iran after a new intelligence assessment suggested the govern-
ment in Tehran has not been trying to develop nuclear weapons since 
2003. Democratic leader of the U.S. Senate, Harry Reid, said he hoped 
the White House would commence on “a diplomatic surge” to deal with 
Iran. Reid also suggested that the Bush administration “read the report 
carefully and imitate former U.S. president Ronald Reagan’s engage-
ment with the Soviet Union.” The Bush administration is reluctant to 
work with Iran considering Tehran is keeping its option to develop 
anuclear weapons open, and would have the capacity to do so in the 
future.

Chavez defeated over reform vote

Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez was defeated by a slim percentage 
of votes against a referendum on controversial constitutional changes. 
Chavez was defeated by 51-49 percent of the vote officials said. The 
reforms included ending limits on presidential terms, halting the Central 
Bank’s autonomy and reducing the working week. BBC correspondents 
said the result will “put a break on his self-styled socialist revolution,” 
although Chavez advised his followers to remain calm, reassuring them 
that his reform agenda would go on. Opposing activists held celebra-
tions in the capital, Caracas. Chavez said that he would “continue in the 
battle to build socialism.” 

Global effort on World AIDS Day

Health activists, politicians, and international artists came together to 
celebrate the twentieth World AIDS Day on December 1. Events during 
the day highlighted the need to fight continued prejudices against people 
with HIV/AIDS. The U.N. recently lowered its estimate of the number 
of people with HIV/AIDS to 33 million. Speakers during the events 
warned that knowledge of better treatment had weakened concerns 
about the epidemic. Former South African President Nelson Mandela, 
who spoke at a concert in Johannesburg, said, “The trend is encourag-
ing, but still for every person receiving treatment four others are newly 
infected.”

North and South Korea officials hold economic talks

Talks for improving economic ties will be led by top officials from 
North and South Korea, who will be meeting for three days in Seoul. 
These meetings will continue cooperation talks between the two coun-
tries, which began in an October summit. North Korean Deputy Premier 
Jon Sung-hun and counterpart Kwon O-kyu, will be among the officials 
present. They will be discussing possible industrial and ship-building 
projects between the two nations. At the same time, a U.S. nuclear ne-
gotiator will be visiting the North Korean capital Pyongyang where he 
will be observing the disabling of the nuclear facility. The disabling is 
part of an international deal agreed on February under which North Ko-
rea ends its nuclear program in return for economic aid and diplomatic 
concessions.

Information form www.bbc.co.uk and compiled by Lucia Cordon

By Lynn Berry
(C) ap 2007

MOSCOW (AP)–Vladimir Putin 
claimed Monday that parliamen-
tary elections handed him the man-
date he sought to remain Russia’s 
leader after his presidency ends 
next spring. But he needs to decide 
quickly how to use that mandate or 
risk seeing his influence erode.

In just two weeks, his United 
Russia party is to pick a candidate 
for Putin’s replacement. In three 
months, the next president will be 
chosen in another election. In May, 
Putin must step down.

For years, Russia’s political 
leaders have speculated about what 
would happen in the final months of 
Putin’s last term. Now the endgame 
is here, but the riddle of Putin’s fu-
ture remains.

He has promised to respect 
the constitution’s limit of two con-
secutive terms and give up the pres-
idency. But few expect him to sim-
ply relinquish his enormous power, 
which is underpinned by his wide-
spread popularity over Russia’s sta-
bility and economic growth.

Will he serve as prime minis-
ter? Or perhaps chief of the govern-
ing party? Might he become head of 
the Security Council, a presidential 
advisory body? Some of his sup-
porters are touting a new, so-far un-
defined post of “national leader.”

All seem unlikely or at least 
awkward answers to the problem of 
succession. Worse, perhaps, there is 
a conviction among many here that 
Putin himself hasn’t decided what 
to do creating a growing sense of 
uncertainty and fear of a power 
vacuum.

Things may not have gone as 
smoothly for Putin as he hoped in 

recent months.
In engineering the victory for 

United Russia, he may have ex-
pended more political capital than 
he expected. Many Russians react-
ed with anger at sometimes clumsy 
efforts to manipulate the vote, and 
Putin seemed uneasy in a taped TV 
address pleading for Russians to 
vote for him and his party.

United Russia’s victory mar-
gin constituted a landslide, but the 
63 percent total for United Russia 
was short of the 71 percent that 
Putin won in the 2004 presidential 
contest.

In talking with reporters Mon-
day, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov stressed that whatever role 
Putin takes “will not undermine the 
capacities of the (new) president.”

But he had nothing specific 
to say about Putin’s next role, other 
than that it would “be very impor-
tant” and that “his very deep exper-
tise, his very rich experience and 
his political talents will be in high 
demand.”

Putin was no more forthcom-
ing, emerging only to thank voters 
for endorsing his leadership by giv-
ing United Russia 70 percent of the 
seats and routing his critics from 
parliament.

United Russia party leaders 
announced plans to name a presi-
dential candidate at their congress 
on Dec. 17, expressing hope that 
Putin will endorse their choice. 
Most analysts, in fact, expect the 
party to endorse Putin’s choice.

Putin has groomed three 
members of his inner circle as po-
tential successors Prime Minister 
Viktor Zubkov and the two first 
deputy prime ministers, Sergei 
Ivanov and Dmitry Medvedev. He 
has given each important portfolios 

and prominent coverage on state-
run TV news shows.

But he has coyly avoided 
committing himself to anyone, en-
suring they remain dependent on 
his patronage.

The hawkish Ivanov, a former 
defense minister, long appeared to 
be the front-runner to win Putin’s 
endorsement. But Putin seemed to 
pull back a few months ago, per-
haps seeking to prevent Ivanov 
from building an independent pow-
er base that could challenge Putin’s 
authority.

As it became clear there was 
no obvious favorite for Putin, the 
focus again shifted to the president 
and his plans after he steps down.

One of the more popular the-
ories is that Putin will become head 
of the United Russia party. But Pu-
tin clearly does not relish the role of 
the glad-handing party boss: He has 
criticized the party in recent weeks, 
even while campaigning on its be-
half, and disappointed party leaders 
by failing to show up at their vic-
tory celebration.

If so, Putin may be squan-
dering a valuable political asset. 
United Russia would give Putin a 
“personal party in parliament” with 
control over the budget and gov-
ernment appointments, Kremlin 
political consultant Gleb Pavlovsky 
noted. “I don’t know what else he 
needs.”

If Putin doesn’t decide what 
he wants to do soon, he may find 
his political moment has passed.

Masha Lipman, a scholar at 
the Carnegie Moscow Center, said 
Putin may have reached the peak 
of his power. “The question now is, 
will we face an unraveling, or some-
thing more smooth?” she asked.

Putins future role is a mystery

By Robin Mcdowell
(C) ap 2007

BALI, Indonesia (AP)–Never be-
fore have so many people con-
verged to try to save the planet 
from global warming, with more 
than 10,000 jetting into this Indo-
nesian resort island, from govern-
ment ministers to Nobel laureates 
to drought-stricken farmers.

But critics say they are con-
tributing to the very problem they 
aim to solve.

“Nobody denies this is an 
important event, but huge num-
bers of people are going, and their 
emissions are probably going to be 
greater than a small African coun-
try,” said Chris Goodall, author of 
the book “How to Live a Low-Car-
bon Life.”

Interest in climate change 
is at an all-time high after for-
mer Vice President Al Gore and 
a team of U.N. scientists won the 
Nobel Peace Prize for highlight-
ing the dangers of rising tempera-
tures, melting polar ice, worsening 
droughts and floods, and lengthen-
ing heat waves.

Two big climate confer-
ences have been held in less than 
a month, both in idyllic, far-flung, 
holiday destinations ‚Äî first Va-
lencia, Spain, and now Bali. They 
were preceded by dozens of smaller 
gatherings. In Bangkok, Paris, Vi-
enna, Washington, New York and 
Sydney, in Rio de Janeiro, Anchor-
age, Helsinki and the Indian Ocean 
island of Kurumba.

The pace is only expected to 
pick up, prompting some to ask if 
the issue is creating a “cure” indus-
try as various groups claim a stake 
in efforts to curb global warming.

No, says Yvo de Boer, execu-
tive secretary of the U.N. Climate 
Change Conference.

“Wherever you held it, peo-
ple would still have to travel to get 
there,” he said. “The question is, 
perhaps: Do you need to do it at all? 
My answer to that is yes.”

“If you don’t put the U.S., 
the big developing countries, the 
European Union around the table 
to craft a solution together, nothing 
will happen and then the prophecy 
of scientists in terms of rising emis-
sions and its consequences will be-

10,000 participants add to pollution concern
come a reality,” de Boer said.

The U.N. estimates 47,000 
tons of carbon dioxide and other 
pollutants will be pumped into the 
atmosphere during the 12-day con-
ference in Bali, mostly from plane 
flights but also from waste and 
electricity used by air condition-
ers at five-star hotels lining palm-
fringed beaches.

If correct, Goodall said, that is 
equivalent to what a Western city of 
1.5 million people, like Marseilles, 
France, would emit in a day.

But he believes the real fig-
ure will be twice that, more like 
100,000 tons, close to what the Af-
rican country of Chad churns out in 
a year.

Organizers said they are do-
ing everything possible to offset 
the effects.

Host Indonesia, which has 
one of the fastest rates of defores-
tation in the world, averaging 300 
football fields an hour, said it had 
planted 79 million trees across the 
archipelago nation in the last few 
weeks.

“Our aim is not just to make 
this a carbon neutral event, but a 
positive one,” Environment Minis-
ter Rachmat Witoelar said.

In largely symbolic gestures, 
200 bright yellow mountain bikes 
are being offered to participants so 
they can pedal around the heavily 
guarded conference site, and re-
cycled paper is being used for the 
reams of documents being handed 
out. Bins separating plastic and pa-
per dot hallways ‚Äî a rare sight in 
a country where formal recycling is 
virtually nonexistent.

Yet SUVs, taxis and other 
cars sit in long lines at the gates 
to the site, spewing out exhaust as 
they wait to get through security 
checkpoints.

Side trips, from scuba diving 
to shopping, are being offered at 
hotels. Indonesia’s tourism minis-
try hopes to showcase its remaining 
forests, island jewels and bustling 
metropolises by providing expense-
paid junkets.

Optimists hope the meeting 
will inaugurate a two-year process 
of intensified negotiations on a 
deal to replace the Kyoto Protocol, 
which expires in 2012 and required 
signatories to reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions by an average 5 per-
cent below 1990 levels.

But no one expects concrete 
results here, with closed-door 
talks expected to be a battle over 
language and nuance, includ-
ing whether emission reductions 
should be voluntary or mandatory 
and whether developing nations 
should have the same restrictions 
as industrial countries.

“We don’t need talk, talk, 
talk,” said Ursula Rakova, 43, of 
Papua New Guinea’s Carteret is-
lands, describing how the rising sea 
has destroyed once-fertile farmland 
on her island of Huene and split the 
land mass in two.

“For us to move, we need 
money to purchase land, build 
schools, build medical clinics,” 
said Rakova, who along with other 
farmers and fishermen were ferried 
by boat, bus and plane to the Bali 
gathering. “Our situation is before 
us. We need something tangible.”

In all, 190 countries are rep-
resented.

The United States is sending 
more than 100 delegates and all 27 
countries of the European Union 
are flying in national teams, with 
Germany bringing 70 people and 
France 50. Many of them are just 
observers with no formal role.

Non-governmental organi-
zations also are attending, from 
groups advocating the rights of in-
digenous people to those seeking to 
protect rapidly dwindling forests. 
Groups like Oxfam and CARE, 
which provide food and other hu-
manitarian aid for the hungry, also 
are here.

And there are those with 
something to sell, including tech-
nology to produce pure drink-
ing water and businesses ready to 
capitalize on future carbon trading 
markets.

Some say the size of the gath-
ering doesn’t matter.

“I look at it from a very simple 
point of view,” said Achim Steiner, 
executive director of the U.N. En-
vironmental Program.

“It may sound like a lot of 
people, but you have to look at 
the issues, the number of countries 
involved, the number of people af-
fected. Global warming is literally 
everyone’s business.”
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Cast your votes for freedom of choice
By Stephanie Milano
ContributinG Writer 

As the 2008 presidential elections 
approach, students voting for the 
President for the first time have a 
lot to think about.  There are many 
issues to consider when voting 
for President. One major issue for 
women in particular to consider is 
abortion.  It is important to vote for 
a President who is pro-choice so 
that women have the right to make 
their own choices about abortion.

Many candidates stand in the 
middle or have mixed views on this 
issue. Candidates try to appeal to 
the majority of voters by veiling 
their true opinions, or avoiding 
controversy by taking a moderate 
stand on the issue. The problem 
with these candidates’ wishy-
washy opinions is that voters have 
no way to know what they would 
do about abortion if they actually 
became President.  

Candidates such as John 
McCain and Mitt Romney have 
been supportive of abortion in the 
past but are currently opposed to 
it.  Dennis Kucinich was opposed 
to abortion in the past but is now 
currently pro-choice.  Presidential 
candidates need to be specific and 
honest about their views so that 
voters can make informed deci-
sions.

Abortion is an issue that 
pertains to all women.  If a presi-
dent is pro-life and ends up caus-

ing the reversal of Roe vs. Wade, 
women will not be able to make 
their own choices about abortion. 
For example, if a young woman in 
her sophomore year of college for-
gets to take her birth control pill, 
feels nausea a few weeks later, then 
goes to the health center and finds 
out she is pregnant, she would be 
forced to carry the baby to term.  
Whether or not she decides to give 
the baby up for adoption, the preg-
nancy could ruin her college career 
and she might even be forced to 
drop out of college.  

The reversal of Roe vs. Wade 
would also likely lead to and in-
crease in “backdoor” abortions, 
where pregnancies are terminated 
illegally, in non-sterile conditions 
with dirty tools, by people who 
may not be licensed medical pro-
fessionals. When anything is made 
illegal—such as alcohol during 
Prohibition, or marijuana today—
people become driven to provide 
these products and services ille-
gally, and the situation becomes 
more dangerous because it cannot 
be monitored, supervised, or ap-
proved.

Presidential candidate Bill 
Richardson is pro-choice, accord-
ing to richardsonforpresident.com.  
Although he is an active Catholic 
and is personally against abortion, 
he feels that women have the right 
to make their own decisions. Hil-
lary Clinton is pro-choice because 

she believes that the government 
should not legislate about repro-
duction, according to NYS Family 
Planning Providers.  Although for-
mer mayor of New York City Rudy 
Giuliani is a Republican, he is sup-
portive of abortion rights but feels 
that there are ways of reducing the 
number of abortions, according to 
the Republican Candidates Debate 
on May 15, 2007.

In contrast, Presidential can-
didate Tommy Thompson believes 
that abortion should be a state is-
sue rather than a national decision.  
Personally, he is pro-life, accord-
ing to statements made during the 
Republican Candidates Debate on 
May 3rd 2007.

According to his Web site 
gohunter08.com, Duncan Hunter 
feels that abortion should be illegal 
and has created the Right to Life 
Act.  The act would make the point 
when the sperm and egg meet de-
fined as a person.  So, the embryo 
would be seen as a person with 
constitutional rights.  

Abortion not only has to do 
with women’s reproductive free-
dom, it also has to do with a wom-
an’s personal privacy.  Based on the 
issue of abortion, Hillary Clinton 
is the best candidate for pro-choice 
voters.  She is the only candidate 
who can talk about abortion from a 
woman’s perspective.  Because she 
is a woman, abortion can affect her 
personally.  

oPINIoN

Happy holidays to everyone
Wal-Mart recently announced that this season it is abandoning its generic 
‘Happy Holidays’ greeting in favor of ‘Merry Christmas’—a move that 
it is inconsiderate and excluding of the millions of people who do not 
celebrate Christmas.

The Voice believes that  “Happy Holidays” is not a generic phrase; 
it is an inclusive one. The “holiday season” is usually a code name for 
Christmas, but many cultures within the United States celebrate other 
holiday traditions such as Chanukah, Kwanzaa, Winter Solstice, and Thai 
Pongal.

Christmas is mainly practiced by members of the Christian faith, 
and celebrates the birth of Jesus. Chanukah is an eight-day Jewish holiday 
that celebrates the rededication of the Second Temple at the time of the 
Maccabee rebellion. Kwanzaa is a week-long Pan-American festival that 
honors African-American heritage. And Thai Pongal is a harvest festival 
that is celebrated by many Tamils in the U.S.

The Voice encourages people to remember that we are not a Chris-
tian nation nor a Christian college, and we should acknowledge other val-
ues and belief systems. 

Wal-Mart’s announcement that it plans to use the phrase “Merry 
Christmas” around the store came after religious groups such as The 
American Family Association and The Catholic League boycotted them 
and other retailers for excluding the word “Christmas” from products—
reaffirming the power and influence that Christian organization have in 
our cournty. 

Americans are encouraged to engage in secular celebrations of re-
ligious events, demonstrating their holiday spirit through moving neigh-
borhood displays of reindeer, flashing lights, wreaths, and the occasional 
inflatable Santa Claus. These decorations are echoed in the hallways and 
dorm rooms of the Simmons residence halls, depending on individual 
tastes and tendencies. 

Although it is wonderful that so many people feel so positive about 
this time of year, most of the population displays shocking ignorance of 
the real purposes of these celebrations.

Public schools should receive support despite 
affiliation 
The Khalil Gibran International Academy opened this September with 
a mission: to educate students about Arabic language as part of a pub-
lic school curriculum. This created controversy, including fear that the 
school would brainwash students into believing Arab-oriented political 
propaganda. Opponents of the school, including the group Stop the Ma-
drassa, also criticized principal Debbie Almontaser, who resigned under 
pressure earlier this year after accusations of Arab extremism. An in-
cident in which the term “intifada” was used on a t-shirt led to a public 
outcry and the end of Almontaser’s term as principal.

Stop the Madrassa focuses on a view of the Academy as a madras-
sa–an Islamic religious academy–and argues that the school does not 
meet the criteria for a public school, because it follows a religious agenda. 
These accusations have been met with both derision and support. 

Recent efforts to un-demonize Muslims have met with success, for 
the most part, and it seems as though Americans are beginning to accept 
that not all Muslims are terrorist extremists. Buzzwords like “intifada” 
and “jihad” are still imbued with a sense of negativity and fear, but the 
hyperawareness is beginning to fade.

Members of the public are entitled to criticize public schools, but 
this criticism should be based on well-reasoned, logical facts. To defame 
an educational institution for teaching a particular culture betrays the 
same negatively single-minded agenda of which the school is being ac-
cused. If teaching Arabic is inherently evil, then so is teaching any other 
language with a religious link.

By creating controversy over small incidents of misunderstanding, 
members of the Stop the Madrassa group and its supporters have won a 
victory for small-minded people everywhere. They have demonstrated a 
lack of faith in the public education system, and derailed well-meant ef-
forts to revive a school system under stress. Public education deserves our 
support and aid, not our unreasoned judgement.
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Presidential campaign 
begins to heat up

By Corinne Aia
ContributinG Writer

While visiting her alma mater in 
November, Hillary Clinton said 
she was  “prepared for the ‘all boy’s 
club’ of politics” by her education 
at Wellesley College. It is hard to 
say whether Clinton’s statement 
was a plot to get the female vote or 
just part of an empowering speech 
at a women’s college.

John Edwards’ campaign ad-
visor, Kate Michelman, attacked 
Clinton for complaining that her 
male rivals are attacking her. Ac-
cording to the Los Angeles Times, 
Michelman said, “It’s trying to 
have it both ways; walk the fence. 
At one minute the strong woman 
ready to lead, the next, she’s the 
woman under attack, disingenu-
ously playing the victim card as 
a means of trying to avoid giving 
honest, direct answers to legiti-
mate questions.”

Acting like the woman un-
der attack does not exactly send 
a positive message for women in 
politics. Clinton has the chance 
to be elected President, but she is 
not the only woman politician, so 
for her to use her womanhood as 
an excuse is simply not fair to all 
the other women who work hard 
for the same kind of opportunity. 
There are a lot of people, including 
women, who want to see her win 
the presidency, but acting like her 
male opponents were attacking 
her was definitely a setback for her 
campaign. 

All the opposition that Clin-
ton has faced was not sexist. The 
only reason her male candidates 
have attacked her is because she 
is a very strong front-runner. They 
see her as a threat.  She should be 
able to handle the attacks against 
her, but instead she even had dif-
ficulty answering yes or no ques-
tions in the debate about Iran, Iraq, 
and social security. 

Presidential candidate Ba-
rack Obama faces another issue: 
race. As an African American 
running for President, Obama has 
been targeted for comments by 
many people. In an interview with 
NBC’s Today Show, Obama said 
that “When we had a debate back 
in Iowa awhile back, we spent I 
think the first 15 minutes of the de-
bate hitting me on various foreign 
policy issues. And I didn’t come 
out and say: ‘Look, I’m being hit 
on because I look different from 
the rest of the folks on the stage.’ 
I assumed it was because there 
were real policy differences there.” 
Obama hinted that Clinton thought 
the other candidates were attack-
ing her because she is a woman. It 
will be interesting to see where he 
takes this in future debates.

Some critics say that Clin-
ton’s attitude screams “don’t pick 
on me because I’m a woman.” In 
response, at a news conference af-
ter filing papers to run in the New 
Hampshire primary, Clinton said, 
“I don’t think they’re picking on 
me because I’m a woman, I think 
they’re picking on me because I’m 
winning.”

Clinton should focus on her 
status as a fore-runner in the Presi-
dential campaign, rather than be-
coming distracted by other issues. 
Using gender or race as an excuse 
for political attacks is no way for 
a presidential candidate to behave. 
No president will be able to run 
this country sufficiently if he or 
she complains or runs away from 
an issue every time the questions 
get too hot. America needs some-
one who can handle the heat.

By Kate Clavet
Staff Writer

Have you ever walked into the 
bathroom and seen a man urinating 
with the stall door open? I have, 
and surprisingly, his host was no-
where to be found--certainly not at 
arm’s length. 

Simmons’ guest policy is 
fairly liberal, as it is based on an 
honor system. A student is allowed 
three guests maximum at one time. 
Each guest must always be within 
arm’s length of their host. Guests 
can stay overnight for no more than 
three consecutive evenings. Many 
schools allow only one guest at a 
time per student, and require some 
sort of sign-in process and ad-
vanced notification. Other schools 
even require guests to leave some 
form of identification with public 
safety.

Some Simmons students, 
however, argue that even though the 
guest policy at Simmons seems lib-
eral in contrast with other schools’ 
policies, it is still too strict. Some 
argue that if we are old enough to 
handle college, we are old enough 
to pick trustworthy friends. Or fol-
lowing a male guest to the bath-
room and standing outside his stall 
is very uncomfortable. Others say 
arms length is too close because 
our dorms are like apartments. 
When living in an apartment, it is 
common to leave a guest alone in 
that apartment for a few moments 
at a time. Most Simmons students 
are at least eighteen, which accord-
ing to the government is the age of 
adulthood, so as adults within the 
la, we should be free to do and live 
as we like. 

College students should be 
trusted with guests, as they are 
adults. Although, living in an 
apartment is very different, be-
cause in an apartment a guest has 
access only to your room and your 
belongings. Whatever actio that 
guest takes effects only the host 
and the guest. In a dorm hall where 
there are community bathrooms, 
and fire doors adjoining rooms 
the guest and the hosts actions ef-
fect everyone living in that dorm.  

By Nora Levy
Staff Writer

As the holiday season kicks into 
high gear, American consumer-
driven values seem to have replaced 
traditional customs observed by 
many individuals and families 
around the U.S. Throughout many 
households, Christmas and Han-
nukah celebrations have become 
more about finding presents than 
the observance of cultural tradi-
tions.

A recent trip to the CVS on 
Harvard St. in Coolidge Corner re-
vealed an abundance of Christmas 
decorations, lavish ornaments, and 
a few Hannukah-related items. 
Hardly any of the items had any 
real link to the holidays’ origins, 
and almost none had any educa-
tional value. 

American shoppers spend 
hours at stores and malls, searching 
for cheap gifts for friends and fam-
ily, but the holidays should not be 
focused on shopping and money. 

The “American Dream” of 
becoming wealthy and retiring to 
live a life of luxury is, regrettably, 

a main focus of American life to-
day. This drive to succeed seems 
to have replaced the little joys that 
peppered life in the past and spiced 
up family households. 

Instead of spending time 
with their families, parents work 
long hours to be able to afford the 
latest toys for their children. Tele-
vision commercials use the idea of 
Christmas and Hannukah for sell-
ing present ideas such as diamond 
jewelry. This commercialism is an 
inevitable result of the greed and 
need of Americans to obtain mate-
rial possessions.

But along with this desire 
for material success comes the all-
American complaint: I want more 
time with my family. Because of 
changes in the economy and in liv-
ing standards, the average Ameri-
can is forced to work ever harder 
to afford the growing cost of living 
well. A culture of low job stability 
and little loyalty has led to long 
hours, short parental leave, and 
few paid holidays. 

Children are frequently 
raised by daycare providers, nan-
nies, and relatives, and as a result, 

families seem to be growing apart, 
aided by the prevalence of marital 
disharmony. And although parents 
seem to recognize the disastrous 
effects of a lack of “family time,” 
they seem to be doing little about 
it.

Winter, with its snowy days, 
school cancellations, and holidays, 
gives families a special opportuni-
ty to spend time together. Parents 

can bring meaning back into their 
lives by exploring America’s many 
winter holiday traditions as a fam-
ily. 

Instead of putting up and dec-
orating a Christmas tree or light-
ing the menora and then running 
off to work, or going to the store 
and buying expensive presents for 
each other, families can sit down 
and do crafts, play games, and 

cook together. This is a precious 
opportunity for personal growth, 
open-mindedness, and familial 
connections.

Rather than trying to beat the 
neighbors, please the employer, or 
placate the relatives, take a moment 
to sit down, relax, and smile. Look 
around and enjoy life’s many bless-
ings. Season’s greetings, y’all!

However, this raises concern about 
what to do when hosts are not fol-
lowing the guest policy. Some hosts 
may not have sound judgment, and 
may have unknown or dishonest 
visitors. 

The guest policy is a privi-
lege, as is any policy written by 
an administration for the benefit of 
students’ liberties. Privileges can 
be taken away at any time. Most 
college students are theoretically 
adults. Adulthood necessitates re-
sponsibility, integrity, and respect 
for honor codes. As a consequence 
for violating the guest policy, the 
privilege of an honor code guest 
policy could be revoked. According 
to some students, there do not seem 
to be any repercussions. “I feel like 
there is no way to enforce the guest 
policy,” said first-year Molly Clif-
ford, “No one really follows it.”

Not following the guest pol-
icy, though it may not attract ad-
ministrative attention, could still 
put students in danger. Though 
seeing a man urinating in the bath-
room with the stall door open may 
be disturbing, it is probably not 
dangerous. However, the man in 
the stall might himself be danger-
ous. First-year Linda Jones agrees. 

“The whole policy makes me feel 
unsafe because there is no one 
monitoring what’s going on,” said 
Jones. “So basically that tells me 
we can do whatever we want with 
no regard for other people and their 
property.” Seeing unaccompanied 
men in the bathroom certainly rais-
es questions, and may cause a feel-
ing of unease. Though students are 
told to ask unaccompanied guests 
for their identification, they some-
times feel too intimidated to do so.

There are precautions a per-
son can take to make the honors 
system work for both sides and 
ensure the safety of students and 
belongings. If a student sees an 
unaccompanied guest wandering 
around, they should prompt the 
guest for their ID. If the student is 
too intimidated, they should con-
tact public safety, a Resident Ad-
visor, or a Resident Director. The 
honor system should not change, 
because if students follow it close-
ly, it should not have to be stricter 
or more lenient. There will always 
be people who do not follow the 
policy. The best thing to do is to 
lock doors, lock up valuables, stay 
with your own guests, and deal 
properly with stray guests.

Simmons’ guest policy needs improvement

Holiday traditions are not what they used to be

Candidates jump into the hot seat

JaMes Woodson

The Simmons guest policy to some seems too liberal, and to others, it is too 
strict.

Volunteer.

chIslaIn and MarIe davId de lossy

Families should stop worrying about buying presents and start spending more time with their families. 
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By Betsy A. Halsey
ContributinG Writer

In high school, Andrew Flint 
wore big collared 1970s shirts and 
shopped for vintage clothing at the 
local Salvation Army. He listened 
to Radiohead, the Pixies, and Bob 
Dylan. He had strong left-wing be-
liefs, drove a used 1996 Subaru, 
and eventually attended Wesleyan 
University. He considers himself 
a rocker, an artist, an intellectual, 
and a friend.

To others, he is a hipster.
Flint is just one of the many 

young adults who is being catego-
rized this way due to his alterna-
tive clothing choice and cultural 
lifestyle. 

“Hipster” is a term usu-
ally applied to middle and upper 
class urban young adults who are 
generally associated with inde-
pendent rock and “alternative” or 
“anti-fashion” fashion, according 
to Wikipedia. Liberal social or 
political views, a great interest in 
intellectual pursuits, and an ironic 
appreciation of lower-class culture 
are also supposed identifications. 

“We would buy weird, old 
clothes at the Salvation Army just 
because we thought it was fun,” 
says Flint, who now works as a 
barista and clothing designer in 
San Francisco. “I was actually na-
ïve enough to think that we were 
the only kids in the world who did 
this. We certainly weren’t trying to 
latch onto a preexisting identity.”

“When I got to college I was 
shocked to find out that, not only 
did a bunch of other kids there 
dress like me, but they were into 
a lot of the same music and other 
cultural stuff that I was. These, I 
was told, were the ‘hipsters’, and I 
tried to avoid them as much as pos-
sible.” 

It is not hard to understand 
why Flint diverted the label. There 
are many negative connotations  
associated with “hipsters.”

“Hipsters are generally apa-
thetic, apolitical, and self-entitled,” 
says Matthew Hickey, a sophomore 
at MassArt. “Most, if not all, grew 
up upper-middle class and have a 
college education, most likely lib-
eral arts. Many more are trust-fund 
hipsters-poor as sh*t working cool 
minimum wage jobs such as baris-
ta, waiter, or music shop employee 
but getting rent money from their 
parents.” 

According to The Hipster 

Handbook, a satirical guide, a true 
hipster will never recognize or 
identify oneself as such. 

“Hipsters are kind of like a 
little ball of mercury,” says Zach-
ary Wigon, a senior at the Tisch 
School of the Arts at NYU. “You 
know about the physical proper-
ties of mercury? No matter how 
hard you try to grab it, how close 
you come to grabbing it, it will al-
ways slip away from you. Well, the 
same goes for pegging a hipster—
no matter who you ask, they will 
always say that someone else is a 
hipster. So, you never trap the mer-
cury.” 

“Many of them identify them-
selves as artists or bohemians,” 
says Dan Huttner, a sophomore 
at Hunter College, who says he is 
linked to many hipsters. “It is a su-
per counterculture to the point that 
it is no longer considered counter-
culture to be counterculture.”

Flint says that upon his col-
legiate arrival in 2002, “hipstery 
looking people” were usually spot-
ted at certain concerts or cultural 
events because people who dressed 
the “alternative” part were mostly 
members of a subculture that was 
linked by certain music, art, and 
politics. 

“Since then the hipster look 
has caught on so widely that this 
is no longer the case. You now 
see people all over the streets who 
dress like hipsters, but aren’t active 
participants in that original culture. 
It’s become more of a style and an 
overblown scene than a small sub-
culture,” he says. 

One of the most defining el-
ements of this so-called hipster 
lifestyle is fashion. While many of 
the associations made are consid-

ered stereotypes, there is certainly 
a style popular with hipsters, says 
Flint. “Boys in tight jeans, usually 
black shoes, those stupid haircuts, 
girls in black skirts, leather boots, 
lots of jewelry, hair dyed black.” 

The hipster male is likely to 
wear tight jeans and ironic t-shirts, 
while females took to a combina-
tion of 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s 
dress, according to Wikipedia. 
Handmade screen prints were once 
a major hipster identifier, but by 
2002, these shirts became popu-
lar enough to be considered main-
stream and eventually sold at large 
department stores such as Macy’s.   

“As hipsterdom, or hipness, 
is ultimately an intellectually vapid 
endeavor, most of the information 
on how a hipster behaves can be 
gleaned from the hipster’s cloth-
ing, which is oh-so-important. Not 
that the hipster would ever admit 
to caring about how he looks-quite 
the contrary,” says Wigon. 

While most young people la-
beled as “hipsters” are categorized 
due to their appearance, “skinny 
pants, retro shirts, Buddy Holly 
glasses,” says Flint, the overall 
visual can be representative of a 
liberal philosophy. According to 
The Hipster Handbook, revolves 
around the notion that irony has 
more resonance than reason.

“Much of the idea of being a 
hipster is the idea of being ironic. 
Nothing is sincere. So, why own up 
to being anything? It’s much cooler 
to not be, or only ironically be,” 
says Wigon. 

Wigon also says the use of 
irony in clothing and music choices 
translate to a general irony in terms 
of personal philosophy. “What 
was being sold at Urban Outfit-

ters across the country seven years 
ago? Fake-vintage t-shirts over-
flowing with ironic sentiment,” 
says Wigon. “Jesus is my Home-
boy” and “Virginia is for Lovers” 
are two examples of popular ironic 
phrases. 

According to Flint, the term 
“hipster” is so overused and mis-
used that it has virtually become 
meaningless. “I never felt comfort-
able being labeled as a hipster be-
cause it implied that I subscribed 
to a certain subcultural ideology, 
when in fact I was just doing my 
own thing, which happened to co-
incide, at least aesthetically, with 
hipsterism,” said Flint.

And although his clothing 
and appearance might also suggest 
otherwise, Wigon does not con-
sider himself a hipster either, say-
ing the term is nothing more than 
a marketing scheme: “I don’t think 
a ‘hipster’ really exists. There are 
people who dress the way they are 
told ‘hipsters’ would dress, but 
these people are not really ‘hip-
sters’ because ‘hipster’ is a market-

ing concept that only is idealized 
in advertisements, photographs, 
etcetera.”

The original usage of the 
word “hipster” began in the early 
days of jazz to describe someone 
who was familiar with the emerg-
ing African-American subculture, 
according to Wikipedia. 

In the late 1940s and 1950s 
the word was a synonym for “hep-
cat,” or a lover of jazz. Jack Ker-
ouac used the term to describe 
his vision: “The Beat Generation, 
that was a vision that we had, John 
Clellon Holmes and I, and Allen 
Ginsberg in an even wilder way, 
in the late Forties, of a generation 
of crazy, illuminated hipsters sud-
denly rising and roaming America, 
serious, bumming and hitchhiking 
everywhere, ragged, beatific, beau-
tiful in an ugly graceful new way.”

Today, the term has become 
the description for the trend in 
“alternative” fashion of middle 
and upper class urban young 

Defining the elusive ‘urban hipster’
people moving into re-gentrified 
neighborhoods. Gentrification is 
the transformation of lower-class 
neighborhoods by the displace-
ment of former occupants who are 
unable to pay higher rent costs. 

Huttner says it is not unheard 
of for “trust-fund hipsters” to move 
out of their wealthy parents’ homes 
and into lower-income housing. “I 
knew a girl once that came from 
a super wealthy family. She had 
her own one bedroom apartment 
in the West Village, which is one 
of the most picturesque places in 
New York City. But she stayed in 
an apartment complex in Brooklyn 
instead, even though it was farther 
away from her school, less safe, 
and located an uglier neighbor-
hood. I thought it was ridiculous,” 
he says.  

Wigon says the hipster life-
style is nothing but mythology; 
he trivializes the notion by listing 
general stereotypes that might be 
seen as if they were compiled for 
a quiz in Teen Vogue. “Going to 
dance parties where everyone has 

bad, asymmetrical haircuts,” he 
rolls his eyes, “doing a lot of co-
caine— it’s so original, playing an 
‘ironic’ instrument in a band, like 
the triangle or maracas, just be-
cause you can’t play a real instru-
ment, and wearing tight clothes—
can’t forget that.”

Flint says that although the 
hipster culture is often untouchable 
and the definition vague, the image 
most certainly exists. “I have heard 
the term used negatively because of 
the associations of current hipster 
culture with decadence, wealth, 
overblown importance placed on 
fashion, elitism, heavy drug use, 
etcetera. And, in my experience, 
many of these associations are 
true, especially when dealing with 
New York or other urban hipster 
scenes,” he says. “Obviously it 
doesn’t apply to everyone, or even 
necessarily to most of them, but it 
does play into the image.” 

JessIca rudIs

These people, who many would call hipsters,  are going to a “Vice Maga-
zine” festival in England.

BeTh MaclIn

Many people in Boston consider The Otherside Cafe a hipster hang out.

BeTh MaclIn

American Apparel, located on Newbury Street, sells clothing that is commonly associated with the hipster ward-
robe.
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By Jessica Rudis
Staff Writer

As a Simmons Islamic Society 
(SIS) fundraising dinner draws to a 
close, people approach senior Yus-
ra Khan to congratulate her on the 
event’s success.  She thanks them, 
smiling warmly, but responds to 
the praise with modesty.  Despite 
the fact that the room was full— a 
rarity for a school activity held on 
a Friday night— Khan says she 
wishes more Simmons students 
would have attended.

In a campus environment 
that the Student Government As-
sociation recently described as ap-
athetic, Khan distinguishes herself 
through her work as a committed 
student leader. 

Khan, the president of SIS, 
says her family taught her to un-
derstand the importance of help-
ing the community.  She sees her 
involvement as a way to not only 
unite Muslim students, but raise 
awareness throughout the broader 
Simmons population as well.

“Its always been important in 
my family that we have a respon-
sibility to show what Islam really 
is to those who don’t understand,” 
she says.  “And that doesn’t mean 
just, you know, talking about reli-
gion, but it also means helping the 

community in whatever way, vol-
unteering, or just having a positive 
attitude and being a morally good 
person overall.”

Being a positive represen-
tation of Islam is something that 
Khan says she is conscious of in all 
aspects of her life, not just in her 
work with SIS.

And as the only Muslim stu-
dent in her class at a Catholic high 
school, she learned to embrace her 
identity early on.

On her first day at the all-
girl’s Notre Dame High School, 
Khan, wearing a headscarf, stood 
out among the students.  This 
was never the case in her Islamic 
middle school, where headscarves 
were part of the required uniform.

While being at the new 
school was scary at first, Khan 
says the students were “friendly 
and polite.”  Khan soon adjusted to 
the new environment and became 
more comfortable in her surround-

ings.  Eventually, in an attempt to 
know her better, students started to 
ask her questions about her head-
scarf and her religion.

“I think that’s where I started 
to become a little more confident 
in my faith and who I was,” Khan 
says.  “I had a responsibility of 
representing myself well, I was the 
only Muslim they knew so I had to 
be the best role model I could be.”

Senior Devon Gray, Khan’s 
close friend and former roommate, 
says that Khan is used to answer-
ing questions about Islam and is 
always open to explaining her reli-
gion to others.

Gray, who went to some 
Muslim Student Assocation (MSA) 
meetings a few years ago, remem-
bers Khan’s excitement during the 
group’s meetings.

“She’s usually so quiet, but 
during MSA meetings she was 
always so outspoken and chatty,” 
Gray says.

Talking about her religion 
also helped Khan open up to oth-
ers when she was in high school.  
During her sophomore year, she 
worked with a group of her friends 
to organize a conference for Mus-
lim high school students.  The 
event was based on the concept of 
being a Muslim in America.

As she planned the event, 
Khan and her friends would often 
take time to reflect upon their pur-
pose and focus on their intentions.  
She says it is an important part of 
Islam to always have pure inten-
tions, and the reflection periods 
helped the group work to accom-

plish their mission. 
About 60 people attended the 

first conference, which Khan says 
was “a big deal,” especially since 
it was the first one they had ever 
planned.  The conference occurred 
the following two years as well.

While Khan says she felt 
mostly comfortable at her school 
following the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001, the conference 
made her realize the struggles that 
other Muslims were experiencing.

After the conference, she 
says she felt even more motivated 
to be an active member of the com-
munity.  She also wanted to help 
people overcome the backlash that 
Muslims were facing in post-9/11 
America.

In addition to raising aware-
ness through community involve-
ment, Khan continues to create 
change on a daily basis through her 
attitude and actions. 

“There is an importance, 
especially in this country and in 
today’s society, of representing a 
good Muslim, and it’s really hard 
to see [one] because people are just 
so busy looking at what’s wrong 
with Islam.”

She says being a Muslim stu-
dent at Simmons feels “pretty nor-
mal,” but says when she goes out 
with her friends, often “someone 
will make a rude remark or give a 

She is Simmons: Khan encourages cultural consciousness

nasty look or just do something of-
fensive.”  

Khan pauses for a moment to 
reflect on those situations, resting 
her hands gently in her lap.

She recalls a time shortly af-
ter 9/11, when her sister was driv-
ing her somewhere near their home 
in Shrewsbury and they stopped 
at a red light.  Another car pulled 
up next to them and a man inside 
raised his middle finger and started 
shouting at Khan and her sister.

“That is obviously upsetting, 
but it is also a test of our patience.  
Either you react to it, which could 
end up badly, or you just ignore it.  
I think that’s where our test is,” 
Khan says. “We just have to re-
main patient and let it go.”

Khan’s personal strength 
combined with her life experiences 
and family background led her to 
her leadership role in the Simmons 
community.  She helped reestablish 
the inactive MSA as a first-year stu-
dent and now serves as president of 
the group, which has built a solid 
membership and recently changed 

PhoTo ProvIded By yusra khan

Senior Yusra Khan revived the Simmons Islamic Society when she came to 
Simmons. 

PhoTo ProvIded By yusra khan

Senior Yusra Kahn is the president of the Simmons Islamic Society (SIS). The group, pictured above, has grown 
steadily over the past four years. 

“Its always been 
important in my 

family that we have 
a responsibility to 
show what Islam 
really is to those 
who don’t under-

stand.”

~ yuSra khan,
ClaSS of 2008

its name to SIS.
One of Khan’s best friends, 

junior Sarah Khalil, says that 
Khan’s family is well known in 
their community.  She adds that 
Khan’s mother, who started an Is-
lamic school, has been a big influ-
ence in her life.

“I think she’s learned from 
her mother how to go about and get 
things done,” says Khalil.

Khan says that her family 
“really set the basis, the foundation 
for my involvement, and the things 
I’ve come across in my life have 
only pushed me to do more.”

“I use SIS as my way of show-
ing that Muslims do care about ev-
eryone, not just other Muslims in 
the world,” Khan says, “but we do 
care about the community around 
us no matter who they are.”

Register to vote.
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Staff Writer

At the entrance to the squatter 
camp sits a bright green chemical 
toilet, accented with a gray top and 
door. A narrow lane winds past 
it to a collapsing building where 
three young men lean against two 
pay phone booths with no phones. 
The door and windows are gone, 
and the tin roof protects only half 
the interior.

The path leads into the heart 
of a cluster of improvised shelters-
called an “informal settlement” in 
South Africa-where poverty con-
fronts a visitor at every turn. From 
one shack, a young boy around 
three years old wanders into the 
tiny dirt yard amidst a few freshly 
sprouting weeds. He walks up to 
the bent chain-link fence and grabs 
hold, just inches from a twist of 
barbed wire.

He wears no shoes, despite 
the fact that it is winter in South 
Africa. The bottoms of his jeans 
hover at his heels, barely above the 
ground. His thin navy-blue and red 
hoodie is open over a bright blue 
T-shirt.

During the past few days, 
plunging temperatures have shat-
tered fifty-four records across the 
country, according to the Mail & 
Guardian, South Africa’s main 
weekly newspaper. More than 15 
people have died, with nearby Jo-
hannesburg, South Africa’s larg-
est city, expecting temperatures to 
drop to freezing.

The boy stands and stares as 
11 students from Simmons College 
snap photographs of him while 
they shiver under their jackets, 
sweaters, hats, and socks.

The dirt path, sprinkled with 
shards of glass and cigarette butts, 
winds past improvised wood and 
metal shelters-none with an inter-
nal source of heat-deep in the heart 
of Soweto (South West Township), 
which was created during the 1890s 
gold rush to house poorly paid 
black laborers and is now a magnet 
for impoverished rural migrants. 
Yet less than a mile away in Diepk-
loof, known as the Beverly Hills of 
Soweto, are gated mansions owned 
by black families who have risen 
into the middle and upper classes.

Despite the new Constitu-
tion’s guarantee of access to hous-
ing for all, the stark class dispari-
ties in the townships that ring all 
the country’s largest cities reveal 
the uneven process of remedying 
the inequalities institutionalized 
under apartheid, as a small number 
have benefited from “black em-
powerment” programs while the 
vast majority are still waiting their 
turn.

When the African National 
Congress (ANC) came to power 
in South Africa’s first democratic 
elections in 1994, more than 7 mil-
lion people—almost all of them 
black—lacked adequate housing, 
according to the South African 
Human Rights Commission (SAH-
RC), itself a product of the new 
constitution. The ANC pledged to 
change this.

South Africa’s Department 
of Housing now claims on its Web 
site that it has built almost 2.4 mil-
lion houses in the past twelve years. 
“Our annual production has grown 
from 252,000 (which in itself was 
a record we were proud of), to 
272,000 (and still counting), for the 
past year,” says Housing Minister 

Lindiwe Sisulu. “We need to tell 
this good news it portends a good 
future for millions still trapped in 
poverty, and it attests to the fact 
that the inhospitable firmament is 
clearing, and there will be better 
days.” 

But while most South Afri-
cans say there has been progress 
under the ANC government, some 
are growing impatient with what 
they see as the slow pace of hous-
ing delivery, and a growing number 
worry that the promise of universal 
access to housing will not be met.

“I’m too much of a realist to 
think that it’s possible,” says Kim 
Dennett, a white South African tour 
guide. “People have been waiting 
for five years on a waiting list for 
housing. People are made promises 
of being next on the list, and it’s 
broken time and time again.”

 “I know a lot has been done,” 
she adds, “but it’s a drop in the 
ocean of what is needed.” Den-
nett also criticizes the quality of 
government-built housing, calling 
it “rubbish.”

Meanwhile, new community 
organizations are protesting the 
government’s slow progress and 
pressuring it not only to fulfill the 
promise of adequate housing but to 
provide everyone with affordable 
basic services like electrification 
and sanitation. The fact that the 
rickety shacks in Soweto’s infor-
mal settlements lack such services, 
while a few blocks away Winnie 
Mandela’s three-story home sits 
behind a tall brick wall guarded by 
high-tech surveillance cameras is 
not lost on these activists.

“South Africa actually is the 
most unequal society in the world,” 
says Trevor Ngwane, a leader of 
the Soweto Electricity Crisis Com-
mittee, which is one of more than 
a dozen new protest groups that 
have banded together in a coali-
tion called the Anti-Privatization 
Forum.

“There’s more inequality now 
than under apartheid,” he says, 
arguing that apartheid is being 
de-racialized but not dismantled. 
“By and large, people are grow-
ing poorer, and most resources are 
being monopolized by fewer and 
fewer people.”

Part of the problem, accord-
ing to ANC critics, is that apart-
heid was not just a political system 
that favored some and discriminat-
ed against others-one that could be 
fixed by taking down the “whites-

only” signs and giving everyone 
the chance to vote. It was also an 
intricate system of economic ex-
ploitation that penetrated all levels 
of South African society and cre-
ated self-perpetuating extremes of 
wealth and poverty.

Communities like Soweto 
were used as dumping grounds to 
relocate black, “colored” and Asian 
South Africans driven out of neigh-
borhoods reserved for whites under 
the Group Areas Act of 1950. This 
was part of the National Party’s 
policy of complete racial separa-
tion-the essence of apartheid-after 
it came to power in 1948.

Each of the four racially de-
fined groups was given its own 
designated place to live. Blacks 
were further classified according to 
ethnic origin and assigned citizen-
ship in remote tribal “homelands,” 

which reduced them to the status of 
temporary migrants while living or 
working in the cities. But this was 
not all.

Blacks were shunted into the 
most difficult and dangerous jobs, 
from construction to gold-mining, 
while being paid bare subsistence 
wages and blocked from organiz-
ing themselves, even as the best 
jobs were officially “reserved” for 
whites. Much the same was true for 
education, which was designed to 
prepare each group for its station in 
this draconian social experiment.

The continuing impact of 
these policies and the economic 
gaps they entrenched is evident 
on the walk through the Soweto 
settlement. Along the dirt path, 
cushioned by overgrown grass and 
brush, the Simmons students come 
to a bridge over a small stream. To 
one side are red shirts, blue jeans, 
dingy white underwear, and other 
items hung out to dry in the cold, 
fall air. More wet clothes are rolled 
in a ball to the side, awaiting space 
on the line.

The tour guide, a Sowetan 
himself, calls this an example of 
the relationships among the differ-
ent classes in Soweto: Lower class 
families wash the clothes of the 
middle and upper classes to make 
money. Each group depends upon 
the other. What he does not say is 
that this was also true of the sym-
biotic relationship between whites 
and blacks throughout apartheid. 

Now, as then, the contrasts in 
the living standards produced by 
this skewed relationship are dra-
matic.

From the bridge, visitors gaz-
ing in one direction look back at 
a sea of tumbledown shacks, sur-
rounded by overgrown grass, one 
with the clothesline tied to its side. 
On the other side of the bridge, 
within 50, is a prosperous middle 
class community of paved streets, 
well-tended lawns, and spacious 
two-story wood and brick homes. 

At one house, Joshua, a pen-
sioner, unlocks the 10-foot high 
gate to his yard and invites the 
students to enter. His sits on a 
stool on his back porch, which is 
itself more than twice the size of 
a typical shack. He does not wear 
a jacket, but keeps warm with a 
paraffin lamp. He says that a small 
outbuilding nearby— his summer 
kitchen— now serves as storage 
with winter on its way.

Inside the freshly painted, 

four-room house, which has elec-
tricity and running water, the 
students peer into one of the bed-
rooms where a woman watches 
over a sleeping baby, its bare feet 
sticking out from beneath a soft 
cotton blanket.

“I was surprised by some of 
the better areas, like Diepkloof,” 
says Dennett later. “It looks like 
mine or some of my neighbors. The 
squatter camps got me the most. 
You see those shacks and children. 
I mean, it’s cold outside. Imagine 
living in a shack.”

Its insistence that access to 
housing is a right makes South Af-
rica’s Constitution one of the most 
progressive in the world. It also 
stokes high expectations among 
South Africans for what their gov-
ernment should do for them — and 
when.

While the focus on human 
rights in the West is often limited to 
individual civil and political rights, 
South Africa has embraced a com-
mitment to a broad range of eco-
nomic, social and cultural rights, 
from housing to education, health 
care and a safe environment-what 
human rights professionals often 
term second and third generation 
rights to mark the evolution in the 
global human rights movement. 
The difficulty comes in determin-
ing how to interpret the govern-
ment’s performance.

Some, like the Soweto Elec-
tricity Crisis Committee, say the 
government has done nowhere 
near enough. SAHRC chair Jody 
Kollapen says it is more compli-
cated than simply counting the 

houses that have been built and the 
number of people waiting for them 
because what has been promised is 
not houses themselves but access.

“When you use the term ac-
cess, it’s wider,” he says. “If it 
was housing, it would suggest that 
you have the right to housing, and 
therefore the state has an obligation 
to make housing available, whether 
it’s now or progressively.

“The right to have access 
to housing is interpreted as be-
ing the right to have an environ-
ment that enables you to acquire 
a house-whether it’s a house that’s 
built by the state, whether it’s ac-
cess to a housing subsidy, whether 
it’s access to land. So it’s broader 
in terms of providing the enabling 
environment for someone to have 
access to a home, as opposed to 
limiting it to the right to housing.”

Nearly 900 miles to the 
southwest— just outside Cape 
Town, the country’s legislative 
capital-lies Langa, one of the old-
est black townships in South Af-
rica, as visiting Simmons students 
learn on a walking tour of the com-
munity. Like Soweto, it houses 
people of radically different social 
classes where the government is 
challenged to move people out of 
informal settlements and into per-
manent housing.

An empty field is littered 
with garbage and the remnants of 
dismantled shacks, torn down to 
make way for new government-
built housing. To one side are the 
five drab two-story wooden apart-
ment buildings, which look even 
dingier beneath the dark, rolling 
clouds that signal an impending 
storm.

On the other side is a mas-
sive, sprawling shack settlement. 
Two young men stand in the dark in 
their 15-by-10 foot tin shack. Black 
garbage bags and pieces of tarp are 
tacked on the roof and sides to keep 
the rain from leaking inside. There 
is no running water.

Meanwhile, only 100 yards 
to the rear and closer to the heart 
of Langa, stands an evenly-laid 
brick road lined with homes that 
would not seem out of place on 
the Mediterranean-bright yellow 
and orange townhouses with late 
model cars in front of almost every 
one. The glow of an overhead light 
spilling over the edges of one win-
dow frame reveals a family whose 
members appear at ease and com-
fortable.

It is these kinds of stark con-
trasts, visible to most South Afri-
cans on a daily basis, that fuel the 
growing impatience among the 
poor for fulfillment of the promise 
of safe and secure housing for all. 
But government officials say they 
may have a long wait.

“The right to access to hous-
ing can be realized only subject 
to the availability of adequate re-
sources. Given the limited funds 
allocated every year in the budget 
for this purpose, it will take many 
years before the housing backlog 
will be eradicated,” says the SAH-
RC in a recent report.

“Moreover,” the report says, 
“the large number of people who 
live in informal housing, or who 
have no access to housing whatso-
ever, also poses a serious challenge 
to the state, which is constitution-
ally obliged to formulate programs 
taking account of this reality.”

Hoping for housing, living in shacks

krIsTIn PITTs

In Soweto, South Africa, a boy stands in front of his house wearing a thin hoodie and no shoes— despite the record-
low temperatures. 



10 The SimmonS Voice December 6, 2007a&e

COF Theatre Project 
performs its first show
By Caitlin Mazzola

Staff Writer

There have already been COF per-
formances this year, but the big 
performance this weekend was the 
COF Theater Project’s debut. 

This is the Theater Project’s 
first semester of existence.  And it 
has already grown since its con-
ception. According to director 
Thomas Davidson, the Project is 
a non-auditioned group that wel-
comes any and all students who 
have a love of performance and 
wish to be involved.  

The group was small, but 
hopefully as the idea of the The-
ater Project catches on, more and 

more COF students will join, and 
each semester’s performance will 
become a little more ambitious. 

The premiere performance 
consisted of a series of five short, 
one-act plays.  The first was David 
Ives’ Arabian Nights, a comedy 
about mistranslation in the Middle 
East between a young man, wom-
an, and a crazy Arabian translator.  

Next was The Office by Kate 
Hoffower, which was about three 
very bored women working in an 
office together who take off their 
bras just to have a little fun.  

The third play was Soap 
Opera, another comedy by David 
Ives, which was about a repairman 
in love with a washing machine.  

The Lunch Date by Garth 

Wingfield followed; a play about a 
young women who just discovered 
she is a lesbian and dishes out the 
details to her friend over a few cos-
mopolitan martinis. 

The last play, Time Flies, also 
by David Ives, tells the story of two 
flies who realize that their life-span 
is only 24 hours and they must see 
the world before they die.  

All three playwrights are 
considerably well known within 
the world of theater and televi-
sion. David Ives in particular is an 
award-winning writer. 

“I thought the plays were a 
little random,” said Deborah Mala-
men, a first-year student at Sim-
mons. “But, it was certainly good 
free entertainment!” First-year 

Stephni Houle agreed. “It was cer-
tainly an interesting experience!” 

The acoustics at Mass Art 
Tower Auditorium, however, were 
not very good.  It was difficult to 
hear actors who spoke more quiet-
ly than others, even from the third 
row. They must speak up next time 
or the Theater Project will have to 
invest in a better sound system, or 
a smaller auditorium. 

There were a few tangled 
lines in Soap Opera, the longest of 
the one-acts, but the actors recov-
ered quickly and continued on the 
with the show.  

There was no set, but the 
props were appropriate.  There 
were palm trees in Arabian Nights 
representing the exotic Middle East 

and also in Time Flies as the plant-
life that the flies live in. 

The costumes were also ap-
propriate, though none of the plays 
required extravagant costumes.  
The only costume that did not fit 
in was the translator’s, in Arabian 
Nights, who wore a bathrobe, a tur-
ban, and colorful accessories. 

As time goes on, the Theater 
Project will certainly gain more 
notice around the Fenway.  With 
more student participation, the 
Project can move on to full-length 
plays and extravagant sets and am-
bitions.  This small start looks like 
it will lead to something big.  

TracI Farrell

Enjoy a Parisian-insipred brunch, lunch, or dinner at Aquitaine for relatively low prices.

Aquitaine is an inspired 
restaurant for brunch and dinner

as the brunch menu.  Aquitaine 
serves lunch Monday-Friday. 

Featuring an assortment of 
salads and sandwiches, such as a 
beet salad with aged chèvre cheese 
and walnuts or a Nutella on brioche 
sandwich with a café au lait.  Ev-
erything on the lunch menu is be-
tween six and $16.

The dinner menu features 
entrees such as steak frites with 
Périgord black truffle vinaigrette, 
roasted lamb porterhouse chops, 
and tender braised pork with 
mashed celery root.  

By Traci Farrell
Staff Writer

Comforting food, reasonable pric-
es, a hip neighborhood, and an au-
thentically French experience are 
just a few reasons to dine at Aquit-
aine Bar à Vin Bistrot.

The South End bistro, located 
on the corner of Tremont and Clar-
endon streets, serves classic French 
fare in a stylish setting.  

Inspired by Parisian neigh-
borhood bistros, this restaurant has 
long leather banquettes and expan-
sive front windows that look onto 
Tremont Street.  

Sleek mirrors line the walls, 
making the restaurant seem larger 
than it is, and the tables, cozily 
close to each other, are covered in 
crisp white tablecloths.

Aquitaine’s award-winning 
brunch was named one of the “Best 
of Boston” in 2002 by Boston Mag-
azine.  The weekend brunch menu 
includes brioche French toast and 
the Croque Monsieur (a pressed 
ham and gruyère sandwich). 

Aquitaine also features a prix 
fixe brunch menu on Saturdays.
The prix fixe brunch includes a 
home-made cinnamon bun with ic-
ing, a choice of three kinds of om-
elettes, oven-roasted home fries, 
seven grain toast, fresh orange or 
grapefruit juice, and bottomless 
coffee—all for $9.95 per person.

The lunch and dinner menus 
offer just as delicious a selections 

The menu also features a plat 
du jour, dish of the day.  Dinner is 
more expensive with prices rang-
ing from $17-29.  The restaurant 
begins serving dinner at 5:30 p.m. 
and is open seven days a week.

Aquitaine’s affordable wine 
list was named the “Best of Bos-
ton” in 2000.  There is also a full 
bar strategically located in the 
front of the restaurant, next to the 
broad windows.

Seth Woods, the executive 
chef and owner of Aquitaine, grad-
uated from the Culinary Institute 

of America and held an appren-
ticeship under French master chef 
Maxime Ribera in New York.  

Woods opened Aquitaine in 
May 1998, which was “one of the 
most highly anticipated restaurants 
to open in Boston,” according to 
the restaurant’s Web site.

Woods and his business 
partner Matthew Burns opened 
Aquitaine Bis in Chesnut Hill, in 
December 2000, which is a sister 
restaurant to the Tremont Street 
Aquitaine.

Its location across the street 

Sleek mirrors line 
the walls, mak-
ing the restau-
rant seem larger 
than it is, and the 
tables, cozily close 
to each other, are 
covered in crisp 
white tablecloths.

from the Boston Center for the 
Arts makes Aquitaine a great place 
to have a cocktail or dinner after 
a show.  While seating is usually 
prompt, it is recommended that 
guests make reservations.  

Forget the crunch of final ex-
ams.  Escape to the banks of the 
Seine, the lights of Paris, and enjoy 
delicious French dishes at Aquita-
ine this weekend.
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By Carley Caldas

Staff Writer 

It is Friday night, around 8 p.m. and 
the Frog Pond at Boston Commons 
is swarming with people enjoying 
the company of their friends. 

The walk towards the pond at 
night is a majestic experience. The 
trees, lit up brightly, surround the 
pond producing shadows of people 
skating. The crowd at the Frog 
Pond was made up of mostly col-
lege students and couples gliding 
gracefully holding hands or laugh-
ing. 

“I came here last year on a 
date,” said Rabia Malik, a sopho-
more at Boston University (BU), 
“this year I came with a group of 
friends, it’s better than going to a 
movie or something.” 

Some traveled into the city 
from around the state to visit 
friends. Peter Costa, a sophomore 
at UMass Amherst decided to “do 
something out of the ordinary,” on 
his trip to Boston. 

Laughter was the soundtrack 
of the night as people enjoyed the 
company of their friends and rela-
tives.

“I’m so bad at ice skating I 
think all that laughing is toward 
me,” said Ashley Bench, a sopho-
more at BU. “There’s like these 
little kids skating circles around 
me, it’s crazy!” 

Although most skaters were 

college students, there were many 
families with children enjoying the 
ice as well. For the most part, the 
kids were having fun skating, and 
appeared to be better than most of 
the students. 

“I’m pretty sure I couldn’t 
skate like that when I was little, 
but I’m willing to blame the fake 
ice for my multiple falls tonight,” 
said Bench. 

For those who decided not to 
skate, a hot dog, some hot choco-
late, and a beautiful display of 
lights was enough to bring them 
to the pond Friday night. “The hot 
dogs are good, and cheap. Perfect 
place for a date!” said Bench.

 It’s a beautiful scene that 
attracts many Bostonians every 
year. 

The pond is “a great value, 
because it’s stay as long as you 
please,” said Adam Vaccaro, an 
Emmanuel College student. 

“It is an awesome opportunity 
to spend the night out with friends 
or significant others and is a com-
pletely worthwhile endeavor.”

In the midst of couples and 
families there were a few linger-
ing around the Frog Pond. “I came 
here to photograph the families 
interacting in an irregular scene, 
it’s different from people walking 
everyday,” said Leslie Grainger, a 
student at the School of the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts. 

“It’s really pretty at night, the 
lights look really nice. I figured it 

would be a challenge because of 
the night photography along with 
the moving subjects.” 

“I’ve gotten some really good 
shots of people falling,” said Les-
lie, absently showing a picture of 
Ashley Bench sitting on the ice 
laughing, clearly embarrassed. 

It seemed as though a little 
community had arisen at the pond. 
Some people had been there for 
hours and more were coming.

The public skating hours are 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Mondays, 
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday through 
Thursday and Sunday, and 10 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. 

Admission and skate rental 
combined are $12 and the experi-
ence is worth much more. It is a 
seasonal treat that Bostonians and 
visitors alike can enjoy at an af-
fordable price.  

Bring someone 
special to the Pond 

“The hot dogs are 
good, and cheap. 

Perfect place for a 
date!”

~ aShley benCh, Sophomore 
at boSton univerSity

Museum 
shops offer 
great holiday 
shopping
By Catalina Rojo

Staff Writer

Tired of getting your loved ones 
the same old holiday gift? Boston 
area museums might not be on the 
top of your store hit list, but next 
time you are in the market for a 
unique gift idea, look into one of 
these options.

Check out the New England 
Aquarium for a large assortment 
of educational toys for children 
and children at heart. Books, vid-
eos and documentaries on your fa-
vorite sea creature will please any 
child on your list. 

The sea monkey kits are also 
fun, affordable, and easy to main-
tain. The Aquarium Shop also sells 
many varieties of plush and stuffed 
animals, ranging from small key-
chain-sized penguins to life-size 
sea lions.  

For the older generations on 
your list, go to the Museum of Fine 
Arts (MFA) gift shop where you 
can find reproductions of your fa-
vorite pieces of art. 

Choose from an already 
framed piece, to a matted print, or 
just get a poster of almost any piece 
on display in the museum. On sale 
now are Edward Hopper prints 
from the most recent exhibition at 
the MFA. 

These traditional style pieces 
by Hopper are favorites of Mas-
sachusetts natives in particular 
because of their content, much of 
which revolves around the Cape 
Cod area and New England beach-
es in general. 

Parents or grandparents 
would love one of these prints for 
the holidays. The jewelry counter 
at the MFA is also unique and sells 
jewelry by local and national art-
ists.

Because the Isabella Stuart 
Gardner hosts one of the oldest in 
house jazz programs, the music 
selection at the gift shop is pretty 
extensive. 

CDs of live music from the 
shows at the Gardner run from $10-
15 and showcase a variety of music 
from jazz to flamenco to the blues. 
CDs are held in round tin cases in-
stead of the traditional plastic cas-
es, providing an interesting twist 
to an old classic. 

Also, instead of just buying 
the CD, why not treat them to the 
actual performance? Concerts are 
held in the museum itself and pro-
vide a great escape from the bustle 
of city living. 

Buy tickets online and view 
the event and performance calen-
dar. The Gardner shop also sells a 
selection of gift items such as pa-
per products, writing instruments, 
accessories and perfumes. 

For the men in your life, try 
the Museum of Science (MOS) gift 
shop, which sells experiment kits 
and puzzles which will keep them 
busy for hours. 

Get the boys on your list a 
rock tumbler and the men a rocket 
kit. An interesting and inexpen-
sive gift idea from the MOS is the  
freeze-dried ice cream that the as-
tronauts eat. Meals are available 
freeze-dried as well, but are not as 
“safe” a bet as the ice cream. It is 
an acquired taste, but an experi-
ence everyone should have.

 Besides tangible gift ideas, 
do not forget that the MOS houses 
one of the best planetariums in 
Boston, as well as a great IMAX 
theatre. Tickets to movies at the 
IMAX and planetarium shows 
are affordable and fun for you, a 
friend, or loved one. 

The new Institute of Con-
temporary Art (ICA) is a modern 
and edgy space, and the gift shop 
is no different. This shop sells 
strange and unusual gifts perfect 
for tweens, teens and college stu-
dents. 

Jewelry made from car and 
bike parts and home decorations 
made from recycled products are 
just a few examples of the unique 
products available here. 

Because the ICA is much 
more than just a modern art mu-
seum, there are many more op-
portunities to please those picky 
people on your list. Tickets to 
performances, film festivals, and 
lectures are available for purchase 
online and through the box office 
at the ICA. 

Do not forget about all the 
sales this season too, with a sale at 
the MFA from December 5-9 and 
a sale at Mass Art from December 
3-9. While you are shopping at the 
MFA check out the many other hol-
iday activities going on including 
carolers in the galleries and family  
crafts and activities. 

Want to make more of an im-
pact? Do not forget that charitable 
contributions to any of these mu-
seums are just as good a present as 
any. 

Make a donation to a mu-
seum in someone’s name, or even 
buy them a membership; it is a gift 
that keeps giving. 

get involved. 

join the simmons voice.
the possibilities are endless.

8 p.m. sundays.
arnold hall.
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Still Need a Fifth Class? 
Have you always wanted to study abroad but don’t think you 

can fit it into your schedule? 

The Study Abroad Office has the Solution! 
Get your passport and start packing! You can still sign up for spring 
faculty-led travel courses. These classes are a wonderful opportunity to travel, learn, and earn credit.
Classes meet several times during the semester then travel for 2-4 weeks of experiential study abroad. 

The Study Abroad Office is still accepting applications for: 
 Bahamas – Swim in the tropics with this marine biology course in San Marino 
 China – Explore a wide range of art, both antique and modern 
 Ghana*– Practice social work and advocacy to gain a global perspective (SSW only)
 Granada, Spain – Converse in Spanish or study culture and civilization in a unique multicultural city 
 Rome, Italy*-Gain knowledge of organizational communication from an Italian perspective (MCM only) 

 Japan – Experience the multiple aspects of Japanese culture and civilization 
 Mexico – Build cross-cultural alliances in Cuernavaca
 Uganda*-Examine social work methods and the impact of HIV/AIDS in a developing nation (SSW only) 

* Graduate students only 

Apply in the Study Abroad Office in E-110 by the new deadline January 28th, 2008.

www.simmons.edu/studyabroad

By Liz Hannigan
Staff Writer

The Simmons College Basketball 
team started their 2007-08 season 
on Nov. 16, and are currently 2-3. 

The team started their season 
at the Jackie Ammons Memorial 
held at Peace College in Raleigh, 
NC, and played their first game of 
the tournament, against the host 
school. 

Peace started out strong, 
gaining a 21-4 lead, and went on to 
win the game 77-48. The Simmons 
Captain, junior Lauren Kreckie, 
had the most points for the team, 
and was the only Simmons player 
to hit double digits with 14 points. 
First-years Kristina Nardone and 
Morgan Johnson both added points 
for the Sharks in their first colle-
giate games. Nardone scored seven 
points while Johnson had six.

The next day the team took 
part in the consolation round 
against Bennett College. Simmons 
lost, but played considerably bet-
ter. The team pulled within one 
point in the final moments, thanks 
to a shot by Kreckie. Nardone led 
the Sharks with 20 points, and the 
team fell 55-51 against Bennett 
College.

Back in New England, the 
Sharks picked up their first win of 
the season against non-conference 
competitors Gordon College. At 
halftime, the Sharks were up 33-
28, thanks to important plays from 
junior Sarah Clayton, who made 
10 points for the team, and senior 
Nikki Cohen. With 3 minutes and 
24 seconds left in play, Gordon 
College pulled the score tight and 
trailed only by four points, but 
Simmons did not give up. The 
Sharks held on and won the game 
63-54. 

 Kreckie again led the team, 
scoring 17 points. Johnson tallied 

Basketball starts season Swim team wins fourth GNAC Championship
13 points and three steals. The 
Sharks forced 26 turnovers on Gor-
don College.

On Nov. 28, the Sharks were 
back in action for their home 
opener against Newbury College. 
Impressive free throw shooting 
and strong rebounding in the final 
minutes helped the Sharks pull a 
tight win. At halftime, the Sharks 
led Newbury College 35-29. New-
bury bounced back in the second 
half, and tied things up 41-41. But 
Simmons felt the pressure, and 
responded to the tie game with 
a 12-0 run to take a 53-41 lead 
against Newbury. Clayton scored 
10 points to help Simmons grab a 
67-63 win.

The Sharks had their third 
loss of the season the next night 
against non-conference foes, the 
University of Massachusetts at 
Dartmouth. Kreckie led the team 
with 15 points, and Clayton scored 
seven. In the first few minutes the 
Sharks stayed close against their 
opponent, but lost momentum to-
wards halftime, when they were 
down 29-17. UMASS kept on their 
roll and never looked back. They 
defeated the Sharks 52-38.

The Sharks have a good out-
look for the rest of their season. The 
team will not face a Great North-
east Atlantic (GNAC) competitor 
until January, when they play at 
Lasell in Newton. The Sharks have 
three more games in December be-
fore they break for the holiday sea-
son, and then they will be back in 
action starting Jan. 4 against MIT. 
The Sharks are coached by Tony 
Price, who is in his eighth year as 
head basketball coach at Simmons 
College. Price was a three-year 
standout at Worcester State Col-
lege, and was recently inducted 
into the school’s athletic Hall of 
Fame.

By Liz Hannigan
Staff Writer

The Simmons Swim team won their 
fourth consecutive Great North-
east Atlantic Conference (GNAC) 
Championship on Saturday.

The morning portion of the 
meet was dedicated to trials, and 
the afternoon was set aside for the 
finals. Eight teams competed for 
the GNAC Championship.

The Sharks scored 198 points, 
and no other team came anywhere 
close. In second place was Elms 
College with 113 points, and third 
place went to Wheelock College, 
who scored 98 points. The other 
institutions participating in the 
events were: St. Joseph’s College 
(CT) with 74 points, St. Joseph’s 
College (ME) with 65 points, Nor-
wich University, with 42 points, 
and rounding out the seven team 
championship was Husson College 
with 14 points.

Junior Keri-Ann Arsenault 
led the way for Simmons. She won 
three events, and set a new GNAC 
meet record. 

Arsenault won the 500 free-
style with a time of 5:41.36 and 
the 200 Individual Medley, which 
was a combination of four differ-
ent styles of swimming into one 
race–the butterfly stroke, back-
stroke, breaststroke, and freestyle. 
Arsenault won the 200 Individual 
Medley with a time of 2:24.09. 

“It was such a close race the 
entire time with Liz Walker from 
Elms, that going into that last lap, 
I just wanted to win it,” said Ar-
senault.

The highlight of Arsenault’s 
day, however, came when she won 
the 1650 freestyle. 

“I swam the mile after the 
morning session and every one 
from the team stayed,” said Ar-

senault. “They stood on the side 
cheering me on as a whole and that 
is how we performed this weekend, 
by coming together.” 

Arsenault set a new GNAC 
meet record in the 1650 freestyle 
with a time of 19:50.46.

Sophomores Caitlin Urciuoli 
and Brittany Torelli also had first 
place finishes for the Sharks. Torel-
li won the 100 freestyle with a time 
of 58.52, which was a new GNAC 
meet record. Senior Whitney Air-
good took third place in the event 
with a time of 59.97, and Urciuoli 
came in first in the 200 freestyle 
with a time of 2:10.28. 

“Everyone came ready to 
swim fast and that made for a lot of 
exciting races,” said Urciuoli of her 
win and the day’s races.

Many other swimmers aided 
in Simmons’ win on Saturday. 
Sophomore Kaitlyn Ellis placed 
second in the 100 backstroke with 
a time of 1:07.45, and junior Jenny 
Erviti placed sixth with a time of 
1:14.67. 

Senior Elizabeth Chan came 
in third in the 200 breaststroke 
with an impressive time of 2:24.71, 
and Torelli followed right behind 
Chan with a time of 2:47.65.

In the relays, Simmons placed 
third in the 200 Medley Relay, and 
first in the 400 Freestyle Relay. 
The first place freestyle relay team 
consisted of Airgood, Ellis, Torelli, 
and junior Catherine Heller. The 
team won with a time of 3:59.40.

Divers Heather O’Connell 
and Meredith Wish placed third 
and fifth, respectively, in the 1-me-
ter dive. O’Connell scored a 273.35, 
and Wish scored a 244.25.

“It’s a great feeling winning 
the GNAC for a fourth consecutive 
year,” said head swim coach Doug 
Backlund in a Campus Announce-
ment.

The Sharks recently placed 
second at the Regis Invitational, 
and the team is currently 2-2-1. The 
Sharks are back in action on Dec. 
8, when St. Joseph’s (CT) travels 
to Boston to compete agaisnt the 
Sharks.

ProvIded By kerI-ann arsenaulT

The Simmons Swim Team, after winning the 2007 GNAC Championship.
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By Kimberly Tran
Staff Writer

On the back of every tampon box is 
a warning issued to females about 
Toxic Shock Syndrome (TSS). TSS 
is a rare disease brought on by an 
infection from either Staphylo-
coccus (staph) aureus or group A 
Streptococcus (GAS), which re-
lease toxins that enter the blood-
stream. 

Although it is an uncommon 
occurrence, TSS has high mortal-
ity and morbidity rates. Accord-
ing to an article on the eMedicine 
Web site, TSS has a mortality rate 
of 30 percent and at times patients 
have had to undergo surgical pro-
cedures (i.e. fasciotomy, surgical 
debridement, amputation, or hys-
terectomy).

The most common case of 
TSS is staphylococcal toxic shock 
syndrome (STSS), caused by 
Staphylococcus aureus. This form 
of TSS is associated with menstru-
ating women using superabsorbent 
tampons, but can also occur in men, 
children, and nonmenstruating 
women. Other sources of infections 
may be due to nasal packing (appli-
cation of gauze to nasal chambers 
after surgical procedures), surgical 
wounds, childbirth, and any other 
skin wounds (i.e. chickenpox).

It is not directly known why 
superabsorbent tampons cause 

Reduce the chances of getting 
Toxic Shock Syndrome

TSS, but according to the Mayo 
Clinic Web site, it is believed that 
when these kind of tampons are 
in place for an extended period 
of time it becomes a substantial 
breeding area for bacteria.

According to the eMedicine 
Health Web site, mild symptoms 
of TSS may occur for two to three 
days before the disease develops. 
These symptoms include a low fe-
ver, muscle aches, chills, and dis-
comfort. The disease also affects 
many of the organ systems of the 
body, including the skin, lungs, 
liver, kidneys, blood, and pancre-
as. People that have affected organ 
systems will experience a fever 
greater than 102°F, a rash similar 
to that of a sunburn, headaches, 
muscle aches, sore throat, cough, 
nausea, diarrhea, abdominal pain, 
and hypertension. 

People that develop TSS 
must remove their tampon or na-
sal packing and seek medical care 
immediately. The more time that 
is given for the disease to develop, 
the worse it will become. Antibiot-
ics will be administered after the 
doctor determines the source of the 
infection. In cases where hyperten-
sion occurs, IV (intravenous) fluids 
and medication will be given to 
raise blood pressure. 

 Doctors will remove the tam-
pon or nasal packing, search for 
any other infections, and adminis-

By Kimberly Tran
Staff Writer

Simmons College shad a record 
turn out for the biannual blood 
drive last Wednesday, which was 
held all day in the Linda K. Pares-
key conference center.

“We had about 75 or so peo-
ple come in throughout the day, as 
appointments and walk-ins. This 
was the biggest blood drive Sim-
mons has ever had.” According to 
an e-mail from Vice President of 
CAB, Katlyn  Cavanaugh.

She also said that, due to a 
staff shortage, they “had to turn 
people away from giving blood 
because there weren’t enough staff 
members to take the blood.”

“A lot of students were frus-
trated with that.”

The Campus Activities 
Board (CAB), Nursing Liaison, 
and Physpical Therapy Liaison 
sponsored the semesterly blood 
drive last Wednesday from 10:00 
a.m.- 3:00 p.m. 

The blood drive was held in 
the Linda K. Paresky Conference 
Center and is a biannual event that 
occurs once each semester. The 
blood that is donated is given to the 
American Red Cross, which is then 
distributed to hospitals throughout 
Massachusetts.

The American Red Cross is 
a nonprofit agency that has been 
involved in supporting and caring 
for individuals that have been af-
fected by war and natural disasters. 
It manages nearly 50 percent of the 
blood banks in the United States 
and teaches CPR and first aid.

Although the Red Cross is 
technically a government agency, 
most of their funds come from 
donations and a charitable fund-
raising organization known as 
the United Way. According to the 
American Red Cross Web site, 
they serve over 170 hospitals and 
work to collect 1,400 pints of blood 
everyday. The red blood cells must 
be used within 42 days, whereas 
plasma and platelets must be used 
within five days.

According to the Web site, 
less than five percent of the popula-
tion gives blood. Many, who are el-
igable do not donate. This donated 
blood is used to support the other 
95 percent of the population. 

Few people donate during the 
summer and holidays, which is a 
time when blood is needed most. 
Within the past three years, ac-
cording to the Red Cross, the num-
ber of people donating blood have 

decreased by one million.
Donating blood is a relatively 

simple task that takes an hour to 
complete. Giving blood itself takes 
anywhere from six to 10 minutes. 
It is a safe process because only 
sterile needles are used and im-
mediately discarded. Blood that 
is donated is screened in a labora-
tory for the presence of disease, 
iron levels, and to determine blood 
type. The Red Cross only accepts 
blood donations from those that 
volunteer to give blood.

According to The Red Cross, 
the following requirements must 
be met in order to donate blood:
* He/she must be 17-years-old or 
older and weight more than 110 
pounds;
* He/she must not have a history of 
AIDS or hepatitis;
* Last blood donation must have 
been at least eight weeks ago;
* He/she must be healthy on the 
day of donation;
* Women who are pregnant or 
nursing cannot donate blood, and it 
is advised that they wait six weeks 
after giving birth to donate; and
* There is a 12-month wait to do-
nate blood if a person traveled to a 
place where malaria is prominent, 
and three years if they have lived 
in that country. 

In addition to the require-
ments listed above, people who 
have received a tattoo or pierc-
ing have to wait 12 months before 
donating. This period of time is a 
requirement in order to determine 
whether or not the person may have 
gotten hepatitis from needles that 
have not been sterilized. Although 
there is equipment to test for hepa-
titis, it is not always accurate. It is 
best for those that know they have 
hepatitis to not donate blood.

“We had about 75 
or so people come 
in throughout the 
day, as appoint-
ments and walk-
ins. This was the 

biggest blood drive 
Simmons has ever 

had.”
~ katlyn CavanauGh, ClaSS 
of 2008 and viCe preSiident 

of Cab

ter IV antibiotics. Body functions 
may also need to be taken care of 
through IV fluids and medication 
that will raise blood pressure and 
a ventilator that will assist with 
breathing difficulty due to lung 
failure.

The easiest way to prevent 
menstrual associated TSS is to 
not use tampons, according to the 
eMedicine Web site. Unfortunate-
ly, tampons provide comfort and 
convenience that pads do not and 
it is understandable to not want to 
completely divest oneself of such a 
product. 

Avoiding superabsorbent 
tampons, changing tampons fre-
quently, and using the lowest ab-
sorbency, will greatly decrease the 
chances of developing TSS. Those 
that have already had TSS have a 
greater chance of developing it 
again, and should avoid tampons 
entirely.

Career Education Services ad 5”x 8”    Template

Rachel Sager, Simmons College,  Marketing Dept.
300 The Fenway, Boston, MA 02115   617-521-2359

Debbie Hird, Hird Graphic Design  978-281-6313

Career Edition
This is the true story...of hundreds of strangers...who
attend college...work and study together...find out what
happens when people stop being students...and start
looking for real jobs...The Real World: Career Edition.

Dear RWCE:
My advisor told me I need to do an internship, but I really don't know
where to start.  Help! 
Confused
Dear Confused:
Follow these steps and you should be on your way to a great internship:
Step 1.  Do some self-assessment.
• What are your skills and interests?  What are your academic and career  

goals?
• What kind of experience do you want?  What do you hope to learn?

If you don't know where you're going...you usually end up someplace else.
Step 2.  Get organized!
Finding the right internship can be time consuming and many internship
opportunities have early application deadlines, so get started early.
Step 3.  Get your resume and cover letter ready.
Be sure your resume is updated and highlights the skills and experience
that make you a competitive candidate.  Customize your cover letter to the
internship you are applying for. 
Step 4.  Research the possibilities. 
The Career Resource Library has links to numerous websites that provide
information about internship possibilities:
http://my.simmons.edu/library/collections/career/internships.shtml
Also check the web sites of specific companies or organizations for intern-
ships.  Consult your family and friends, as well as your professors, 
classmates and alumnae/i.
Step 5.  Apply!
Be sure you read the application carefully and provide the information
required. Follow up with a phone call.
A Career Counselor can help as well.  Call the CEC for an 
appointment. (617.521.2488)
Do you have a career related question for The Real World: Career Edition?
Email your question to careers@simmons.edu

Blood drive has 
record turnout

BeTh MaclIn

On Nov. 29, in preparation for World AIDS Day, which was on Saturday, stu-
dents, like seniors Carmel Ford and Faythe Mallinger, pictured above, tabled 
in the MCB main lobby and the lower Fens to raise awareness and hand out 
information.

Get active.
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And Then There Was the Word
A column about our language: Watch Out 
for These

Bonjour, mes amies
By Sidney Berger, Ph.D.
profeSSor of CommuniCationS

Thanksgiving en Aix-en-Provence

Spring Break 2008. Sell Trips, Earn Cash, Go Free! Best Prices Guar-
anteed to Jamaica, Mexico, Bahamas, S. Padre and Florida. 
Call for group discounts. 1-800-648-4849 www.ststravel.com.

Simmons Classifieds

For my last column of 2007, I 
would like to throw out there a lit-
tle group of gaffes that I hear or see 
all the time.  Be aware of these in 
your speech and writing, and you 
will communicate with increasing 
effectiveness.

I could have said, “and you 
will communicate better.”  But 
that construction uses a compara-
tive:  “better.”  Remember “good,” 
“better,” and “best”?  These are 
comparative adjectives.  If you say, 
“that tofu was good,” you are us-
ing the simple adjective.  But if you 
say, “that tofu was better,” you are 
comparing it to something.  That 
statement does not make much 
sense unless you tell us what the 
tofu was being compared to.  “It 
was better than the hotdog.”  “Bet-
ter” is the comparative form of the 
adjective.  The point is that when 
you use a comparative, you must 
say what the two things are that are 
being compared.  

That notion gets lost in sen-
tences like, “Use clear words and 
you will communicate better.”  
Better than what?  Better than your 
hamster?  When you use a compar-
ative adjective, you need a “than” 
in there somewhere.  “If you eat all 
that ice cream, you’ll get fatter.”  
This of course implies “fatter than 
you are now,” and in that situation, 
you probably don’t need to say the 
“than” phrase.  But it could mean 
“fatter than a 1,000-pound pump-
kin.”  Better to be explicit.  (Better 
than what?)  Watch out for com-
paratives.

And do not use them if there 
are three or more things being 
compared.  Then you use what 
is called the “superlative,” even 
though sometimes things are not 
superlative.  “Of the three movies I 
saw, I liked the third one best” (not 
“better” since “better” is reserved 
for two things).   

Another horrible thing I have 
often heard on the phone:  “Your 
call will be answered in the order it 
was received.”  Blunder!  It should 
say, “in the order it was received in.”  
You need an “in” for “in the order,” 
and you need another “in” for the 
phrase “received in.”  Whenever I 
hear the cropped wrong version, I 
want to mail a poison pen letter to 
someone.

Then there is:  “He is horri-
ble, and he had it coming to him.  I 
could care less that he got sick.”  If 
you could care less, that means you 
already care a little bit (since there 
is room to care a little bit less than 
you do).  What you really mean is, 
“I couldn’t care less.”  That means 
you already care nothing at all, so 
there is no more room to care.  You 
could not care less than you do 
now.  Don’t say, “I could care less.”  
It is wrong.

Now here is one that is evolv-
ing:  “Who is in that picture?”  “It’s 
me.”  Strictly speaking that should 
be “It’s I” since the verb there is 
“is” (a form of the verb “to be”) 
and such verbs make the pronouns 
taking the place of the nouns take 
the same case in the sentence as 
the noun.  In that sentence, “it” 
is the subject, the “is” is a “to be” 
verb, so the pronoun following that 
should be “I,” to agree with the 
subject.  But who ever says “It’s I”?  
It sounds wrong, and it has evolved 

to a point that “It’s me” is OK these 
days.  

Some strict grammarians 
would be angry at me for that one.  
In fact, I am angry at me for that 
one.  I should adhere to the strict 
rules of grammar, no matter how 
bad-sounding a sentence they pro-
duce.  I guess in informal writing 
and in speech you can get away 
with this one.  I guess in writing 
you should say, “It’s I.”  But that is 
only a guess.

There’s a joke about the guy 
who knocks on the Pearly Gates 
and from inside St. Peter says, 
“Who’s there?”  The guy answers, 
“It is I,” and St. Peter responds, 
“Go to Hell.  We have enough Eng-
lish majors here.”  It is OK to say 
“It’s me,” though there are some 
old fuddies out there who will yell 
at you for that.  Not me.

Two words that often get mis-
pronounced and hence misspelled 
(note the two “S”s in “misspelled”) 
are “athalete” and “realator.”  They 
should be pronounced “athlete” 
and “realtor”-they do not have ex-
tra syllables in the middle of them.  
The two with “A”s in the middle 
are misspellings and mispronun-
ciations.  Get ‘em right.

And watch out for the spell-
ings of “shepherd” and “separate.”  
The first is a sheep herder; and the 
second, with two pronunciations 
and two meanings (the verb “to 
separate the fighting dogs” and the 
adjective “separate tables”) is still 
spelled with an “A” in the middle.

Today I heard: “I can read be-
tween the lines of what he said.  I 
can see just what he was inferring.”  
That should have been “implying.”  
When your mate says something, 
he is implying something.  What 
you interpret is what you infer.  
Don’t mix them up.

One last quickie:  the noun 
is “process.”  The plural is “pro-
cesses.”  Please pronounce that one 
/prah cess iz/, not /prah cess eeze/.  
I know it sounds super intelligent, 
high class, and snooty to use the 
second pronunciation.  The Ameri-
can Heritage Dictionary explains 
why the second is wrong, and they 
add, “it still strikes some listeners 
as a bungled affectation.”  I am one 
of those listeners.  It sounds dumb-
led.  Don’t do it.

Enough of my petty pet pee-
vishness.  Go out there and com-
municate.  And have a great holi-
day.  See you next year.

There’s a joke 
about a guy who 
knocks on the 
Pearly Gates 
and from inside 
St. Peter says, 
“Who’s there?” 
The guy answers, 
“It is I,” and St. 
Peter responds, 
“Go to Hell. We 
have enough Eng-
lish majors here.”

By Shannon Brown
Staff Writer

It began like any typical French 
dinner party. Everyone gathered 
together in the largest room of 
the building for cocktails and 
hors d’oeurves. There were new 
“bisous” or “kisses” each time that 
someone else arrived “15 minutes 
Aixoise” which means fashion-
ably late. Once every one arrived, 
we all waited to be told that dinner 
was served.

The only difference was that 
the dinner was Thanksgiving din-
ner.

Thanksgiving was held at the 
university where I am studying in 
Aix-en-Provence. All of the stu-
dents that are studying here were 
invited and we were each allowed 
to bring along two to three people 
to celebrate with us. Since it is not 
a holiday in France, we had it on 
the following Friday.  

There are only twenty-seven 
of us in the program here, but there 
were about eighty of us there that 
Friday night. This is a large num-
ber considering nine of my fellow 
students left to go have Thanksgiv-
ing with their other friends from 
home who are abroad or family 
members that flew over. 

I invited my host mom, Mi-
chelle, whom I have been living 
with and my language partner, 
Marie. Marie and I meet each week 
for two hours so she can practice 
English and I can practice speak-
ing French with a native French 
person, rather than the “fran-
glaise” that I typically speak with 
the Americans here. 

We began the evening with 
Champagne and snacks. Someone 
from the university brought crasins 
over from the U.S. and they were a 
hit. Cranberries are really uncom-
mon, practically nonexistent in 
France. 

After the Champagne, some 
of my friends and I put on a skit 
to explain Thanksgiving to our 
French guests. We began by hav-
ing one student read the traditional 
Thanksgiving story that everyone 
learns in kindergarten about the 
pilgrims and the Native Americans 
eating together in Plymouth. 

We then asked the question, 
“What if the pilgrims were just 
modern Americans and they were 
welcomed by modern French?” 
We explained this by having three 
people play Americans wearing 
brightly colored clothes while the 
rest of us played French people 
dressed all in black. I even wore a 
beret!  

We had the French people 
swat away the Wonder Bread the 
Americans brought to the table, 
saying that only a baguette would 
do. Later, the Americans got 
grossed out by Roquefort cheese. 
Finally, for the coffee at the end of 
the meal, the French people drank 
from small espresso cups while the 
Americans drank out of oversized 
mugs. I hope everyone watching 
got the jokes.

Then it came time for the real 
meal. The university did a great 
job of keeping the food traditional, 
considering many of the essentials 
like corn bread, sweet potatoes, 
pumpkin pie and cranberry sauce 
are not common here. We also had 

the best stuffing I have ever had in 
my life.  Everything was delicious. 

For the dessert, however, 
pumpkin pie was about the only 
traditional dish we had. This was 
because people were told to bring 
either a vegetable or a dessert and 
just about everyone brought a des-
sert. However, this meant that I got 
to try lemon tarts, chocolate tarts, 
apple tarts, chocolate cakes, and 
some other chocolates, so I had no 
complaints.  

Overall, I thoroughly enjoyed 
Thanksgiving, à la française, and 
I would not have had it any other 
way. 

One of the coolest parts for 
me was that Michelle and Marie 
were trying many of the dishes for 
the first time since this was their 
first Thanksgivings. They both 
loved the corn bread and the cra-
sins. Also, they both asked me to 
get the recipe for the stuffing from 
some one at the university. Appar-
ently, our stuffing is much differ-
ent from their “farce.”  

Something else that I loved 
about this experience is how every-
one came together so easily. We all 
sat at big tables together and talked 
casually over the meal. 

Since Thanksgiving is a time 
to think of what you are thankful 
for in life, I could not help but think 
of how lucky I am to be in France 
and to have had so many incred-
ible, once in a lifetime opportuni-
ties like this. I am sure I will never 
forget them. I am thankful for the 
amazing study abroad experience 
that I have had already and all of 
the new memories I am sure I will 
make in the future.

                         ProvIded By shannon BroWn

Junior Shannon Brown enjoying Thansgiving with her host mom Michelle and language partner Marie.
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Calendar Listing: December 6-12

Thursday 12/6 “Understanding Anthropogeomorphology”
Lecture by Matthew Coolidge
6 p.m.
Location: Carpenter Center for Visual Arts at 
Harvard University
Visit http://www.ves.fas.harvard.edu/ for 
more information

Simmons Chorale Winter Concert
7:30 p.m.
Location: Linda K. Paresky Conference 
Center 
Admission: Free

The Art of Getting Out of Bed
10 p.m.
Presented by Christopher Barnes
A forum for unique singer/songwriters in the 
Boston area.

Friday 12/7 Holiday Sale at the Boston Public Library
11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Unusual gifts, note cards, t-shirts and more. 
A portion of the proceeds will benefit the 
BPL.

“Golden Clogs, Dutch Mountains” and “In 
Situ”
Two exhibitions at MassArt that investigate 
jewelry and personal objects.
11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Location: Sandra and David Bakalar Gallery

Turkish Fasil Night
10 p.m.
Location: Lily Pad, Cambridge, MA
Turkish classical and folk music.

Saturday 12/8 Personal Care Item Drive for The Boston 
Living Center Donations go to those living 
with HIV &
AIDS
Drop box outside of the Women’s Center 
W-007
Travel size items accepted!
Items that are most needed: Toothpaste, De-
odorant, Shaving Cream,  Razors, New Socks
November 26th - December 10th

CAB Saturday afternoon movie 
1-3 p.m. 
Location: Quadside
Email cab@simmons.edu for more informa-
tion

South Hall Coffee House
8 - 10 p.m.
Location: South Hall Living Room
Sing, dance, juggle, do a stand up routine or 
watch your friends perform and eat home-
made baked goods
Guests are welcome

Sunday 12/9 Light This: Chanukah Candle Lighting & 
Study Break in Dix Hall
7 p.m.
Join Hillel for the sixth night of Chanukah in 
Dix Hall for a Chanukah study break. 
For more information about Chanukah can-
dlelighting at Simmons visit Simmons Hillel 
online: http://www.simmons.edu/~hillel.

“Finding the Lost” Genealogy Talk
3 p.m.
Location: Hebrew College, Berenson Hall, 
Newton Centre, MA
Award winning author Daniel Mendelsohn 
will describe his search to discover the fate 
of family members lost in the Holocaust from 
his book, “The Lost: Six of Six Million.”

Choreography Workshop
2 p.m.
Location: Boston Conservatory Theater, 
Boston, MA
Original works in progress by dancers of the 
dance division. With faculty panel: Mary 
Wolff, Tommy Neblett, Leslie Woodies and a 
guest artist.

Monday 12/10 Relaxation Station
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Relaxation station sponsored by CAB in the 
student activities conference center.  
Contact cab@simmons.edu for more infor-
mation

WEB Event: Prirates of the Caribbean: At 
Worlds End
8 p.m.
Location: Blount Auditorium

AIGA “BoNE” Show
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Location: MassArt, Sandra & David Bakalar 
Gallery
Featuring books, advertisements, posters, and 
a variety of other materials from a wide-array 
of local designers who have been selected for 
their skill and design innovation.

Tuesday 12/11 Cookie Night at 75 Chestnut
5 p.m.
Location: 75 Chestnut Street, Boston, MA
Become a cookie critic and test a new kind of 
cookie every Tuesday night. 

Berklee Tower Of Power Ensemble
8:15 p.m.
Location: Berklee Performance Center
Soul and funk music of the famed Tower of 
Power band will be performed by this five 
horn, five vocal and five rhythm ensemble 
under the direction of Berklee faculty mem-
ber Wayne Naus
Admission: $10

Children’s Trust Fund Holiday Toy Drive
6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Location: 6 Beacon Street, 6B Lounge
Toys donated will be given to families in 
need who participate in one of the Children’s 
Trust Fund’s programs.

Monday 12/12  Strange Stuff
11:30 a.m.
Location: Museum of Science
See how common stuff can act very strangely 
when it is exposed to extreme conditions, and 
learn what that tells us about atoms.

Canada Comes To Berklee
8:15 p.m.
Location: Berklee Performance Center
Canadian bands will give a presentation on 
the influence music from Canada has had on 
American
popular culture.
Admission: $10

Express Writer’s Group
6:30 p.m.
Location: Boston Public Library in the Media 
Studio
No registration is required. All are welcome.
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Sudoku Madness

Overheard
“I’ve been thinking 
about my Senior spring 
break for a long time.” 
–J.L.R.
“Where are you go-
ing?”
–B.J.M.
“Oregon.”
–J.L.R.

 

“Wherever I put my 
mouth tastes really 
bad.”
–K.T.

“I don’t like rap about 
hos steppin’ up on my 
grill.”
– K.T.
“What about bitches 
steppin’ up on your 
grill?”
–K.P.

“I believe Santa Claus 
is racist because my 
cousins never got pres-
ents from him until 
they got a white fa-
ther. One time I went 
to the mall and Santa 
wouldn’t wave to me 
until all my white 
friends were blocking 
me.”
K.T.
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Tis the season once again

Many people were present at the 66th Boston Common 
annual tree lighting ceremony.  Mayor Thomas Menino 
hosted the event, which took place downtown last Thurs-
day from 6-8 p.m.  Various musical performers took the 
stage while Rudolph and Wally the green monster made 
an appearance before the tree was lit. Grammy win-
ner Jose Feliciano performed his hit “Feliz Navidad” as 
the crowd sang along. At 7:50 the tree was suddenly lit, 
unannounced, as fireworks were set off on either side.  
This is only the first of many holiday events happening 
around Boston this winter.

hannah MorroW


