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Move over fall sports, here comes winterPage

12 Simmons’ five fall sports did not finish the season where they hoped to 
be, but finished an impressive season nonetheless.

Classic movies to cope with the cold Page

11Check out three classic movies that will heat up any winter’s night.

Communication 
failures foster payout 
controversy

This is part two of a two-part series exploring the 
issues surrounding Dan Cheever’s compensation 
package and the School of Management loan.

By Beth Maclin
Staff Writer

The more than $7 million paid out 
for President Dan Cheever’s com-
pensation package and the School 
of Management loan have stirred 
controversy among some College 
of Arts and Sciences (CAS) fac-
ulty, who feel shortchanged in the 
resources made available to them 
and their programs.

Part of the problem, say Col-
lege administrators, is that the ra-
tionales for both major financial 
decisions are not widely under-
stood. For their part, faculty mem-
bers complain that details about 
the decisions trickled out a few at 
a time, forcing them to draw their 
own conclusions.

A month-long investigation 
of the two issues suggests that nei-
ther had as much impact on bud-
geting for other programs as critics 
thought, but there was a communi-
cation failure throughout the deci-
sion-making process.

College administrators and 
trustees are now providing more 
details of both allocations.

Deconstructing Cheever’s $2.8 
million 
“Total compensation paid to Dr. 
Cheever in Fiscal Year 2006 was 
approximately $2.5 million; to-
tal compensation reported for Dr. 
Cheever for Fiscal Year 2006 was 
$2.8 million, inclusive of severance 
payments included in his original 
1995 contract,” according to a let-
ter former Board chair Lucia Quinn 
sent to the CAS faculty in response 
to questions posed by economics 
professor Donald Basch.

The $2.8 million included 
base pay, benefits, and perfor-
mance bonus; life insurance; an an-
nuity contract; and post-retirement 
severance. The Board determined 
the different parts of the package 
over the course of Cheever’s time 
at Simmons.

The most controversial piece 
of the package is the performance 
bonus and compensation for the 
low salary Cheever received for his 
first eight years as president. 

Between 1995-2003, Cheever 
was paid in the bottom 25 percen-

tile of college presidents in his peer 
group, according to Mercer, an 
outside compensation consultant 
who measures Simmons’ execu-
tive pay. Part of the goal of the fi-
nal compensation package was to 
supplement Cheever’s actual sal-
ary with the money he would have 
been paid had Simmons been able 
to afford what trustees thought his 
work was worth. 

When determining if the $2.8 
million was reasonable payment 
for Cheever, the Board compared 
its proposed package to what 18 
comparable New England colleges, 
including Smith and Mount Holy-
oke, were paying their presidents. 
They also hired an outside com-
pensation consultant to review the 
plan, according to Diane Millikan, 
the director of the Office of Public 
Relations.

“The study found that for 
eight of his ten years, he made a re-
ally, really low salary. He was paid 
in the bottom quarter, and knew 
that it wasn’t great, but he said, 
‘I’m going to roll up my sleeves 
and get to work because the school 
was in real dire financial straits,’” 
said Millikan. 

The outside consultant said 
that based on the analysis of the in-
equities, the compensation was, 
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A steam pipe leak on the residence campus caused the heat and hot water to be shut off in all residence halls on Mon-
day. Excavation and plumbing contractors worked on the leak Monday night and continued into Tuesday, according to 
an email from the Office of Residence Life.

Banquet makes some feel pain of hunger
By Renée Frojo
Staff Writer

Somewhere in the world, a mother 
is deciding between feeding her 
child and feeding herself. Some-
where in Massachusetts, an older 
person is eating cheese and toast, 
when they would like to have tur-
key but they cannot afford it.  And 
somewhere in Boston, someone 
has to decide between paying med-
ical bills and paying for food. 

For most women at Simmons, 
going hungry on Thanksgiving is 
unimaginable. But for millions of 
people around the world, and sev-
eral hundreds in Boston, hunger is 
a harsh reality during the holidays–
and every other day of the year.

To bring awareness to the 
problems of hunger and poverty lo-
cally and around the world as the 
holidays approach, the Office of 
Student Leadership and Activities 
in conjunction with Amnesty In-
ternational, Rooted in Love Chris-
tian Fellowship, Aramark, and Ox-
fam sponsored a hunger banquet 
on Tuesday in the Kotzen Room.

The point of the banquet was 
for people to learn about hunger 
from the point of view of people 

who experience it every day. Par-
ticipants were asked to choose a 
ticket randomly from a bowl of 
green, yellow, and red; the colors 
represented the proportion of peo-
ple in the wealthy class, the middle 
class, and those below the poverty 
line who live on less than one dol-
lar per day.  The color of the ticket 
determined where they would sit. 
The Kotzen Room was split into 
three sections–two rows of chairs 
lined the back of the room, and 
three tables set with linens, silver-
ware, and glasses were placed on 
either sides.

Participants with green tick-
ets sat at the tables, those with yel-
low tickets sat in the chairs, and 
those with red tickets (the majority 
of participants) sat in the middle on 
the floor. The few people represent-
ing the highest income group were 
given permission to eat first, and 
were served a three-course meal of 
salad, chicken and potatoes, and a 
dessert.  They also had carafes of 
fresh water and bottles of sparkling 
cider. The middle-income group 
had to stand in line and were given 
a Styrofoam bowl of beans and 
rice, which they ate with a plastic 
fork.  And the poorest group was 

given water and a small paper cup 
of rice.

“The point is not to guilt 
people into a level of awareness,” 
said Gary Bailey, the banquet’s 
facilitator and associate professor 
in the School of Social Work. “But 
to make people think about ‘the 
other,’ and encourage them to hear 
and understand the truth of the 
world hunger situation in a very 
different way so that maybe they 
can start helping others.”

The three categories repre-
sented the distribution of wealth 
worldwide. Every year, 850 mil-
lion people suffer from chronic 
hunger and 153 million of those are 
under the age of five, according to 
Oxfam. The organization made it 
clear that the root causes of hun-
ger are not a lack of food, because 
our planet produces enough food 
to feed every woman, man, and 
child. The problem is power, and 
how that affects the distribution of 
food, education, and resources.

“It’s very important for us to 
understand that hunger is the num-
ber one issue recognized by all the 

CoMMuniCation  see page 3

“I don’t think the 
faculty has a 

picture of why the 
loan was made, 

what the circum-
stances of the loan 

are.”
~Geoff turner,

aSSociate profeSSor of 
pSycholoGy

Hunger  see page 2

Seniors beware of post-Simmons depression
Students find that the transition between school and work is 
not an easy one.
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Musharaff takes control in Pakistan
The “Beyond Boston” section features an Associated Press 
article on the current situation in Pakistan. 
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Keep yourself staph-free
Recent cases of Staphylococcus aureus on college campuses 
have students and administrators concerned.  
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SimmonS in Brief
GSLIS hosts African art lecture
The Graduate School of Library and Information Science hosted Profes-
sor Jean Borgatti in a brown bag lecture called “(Re)Capturing Africa: 
The Art of Willie Cole” on Oct. 31.  Borgatti lectured on African and 
African American art history. Cole’s work “invests his forms with mean-
ing” and “rediscovers meaning that is already present,” according to the 
event Web site.

OLA celebrates Day of The Dead
Organizacion Latino Americana (OLA) invited the Simmons community 
to celebrate Day of the Dead on Nov. 2.  OLA provided food, decorations, 
and informative fliers at the “S” table in honor of the traditional Mexican 
holiday that celebrates the lives of the deceased.  Cristina Barajas-Flores, 
the organization’s president, made Pan de Muerto to share with the com-
munity.  Pan de Muerto is a Mexican bread made with aniseed which 
gives it a licorice-like flavor, and is usually left in cemeteries or altars in 
honor of the dead.  “It’s the traditional bread of the day,” said Barajas-
Flores.

Communications professor lectures on 
Japanese paper
Professor of Communications Sidney Berger gave this fall’s Frances and 
Philip Hofer Lecture on Oct. 30 in Harvard’s Houghton Library.  The lec-
ture, titled “It’s Only a Paper Tune: The Re-entry of Japanese Paper in the 
U.S.,” focused on the influence that decorated paper has had in Japanese 
culture and around the world.  “The impact Japanese paper has had on the 
West is inestimable,” Berger said.  He also talked about the history of the 
paper, and showed pieces from his wife and his collection.  Addressing 
the future of decorated paper in a paperless society, Berger said, “I predict 
in the year 3407 that Japan will still be making papers, and the rest of the 
world will still be using them.”

OSLA starts Native American Heritage Month
November is National Native American Heritage Month.  Simmons cel-
ebrated the start of the month with a cake cutting on Nov. 1 in the Fens 
lobby.  The Office of Student Leadership and Activities sponsored the 
event.  Students were given calendars and dream catchers in honor of the 
celebration.

Colleges of the Fenway host turkey trot
The second annual Colleges of the Fenway (COF) Turkey Trot was origi-
nally planned for Nov. 3, but has been postponed until Nov. 17.  The event, 
sponsored by the COF and the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences (MCPHS) Department of Recreation and Wellness, is an 
“almost 5k” run/walk that benefits the Greater Boston Food Bank.  The 
event is open to all COF students, faculty, staff, and their families.  Adult 
participants are asked to bring five canned goods each, and children are 
asked to bring three.  After the walk, the pizzeria Cambridge 1 will host 
an after-party at their Trilogy location in the Fenway area.  Participants 
can still register on the COF Web site.

Graduate student hosts alcohol discussion
Erin Stevens, a graduate student and social work intern, held a discus-
sion about alcohol on Oct. 30 in the South Hall living room.  A few South 
Hall residents and two peer educators from the Health Education Center 
attended the discussion.  Stevens, who works in the counseling center, 
explained that the discussion was a safe place for Simmons students to 
voice their opinions and experiences with alcohol. “It says something that 
a lot of people aren’t here,” said Stevens.  People “think they’re going to 
be told not to party,” said Anna Elfvergren, one of the peer educators.  
Stevens asked the group what the first word that came to their minds was 
when they heard the word alcohol. “The scariest word to me is normal,” 
Elfvergren said.

Obama shares plans for future with Boston
By Christina Lenis
Staff Writer

Democratic presidential hopeful 
Barack Obama spoke to hundreds 
about his political agenda for the 
future of America at a rally on the 
Boston Common on Oct. 23. 

In his speech, he touched on 
America’s failing health care and 
education systems. He also focused 
on changing age-old policies “to 
create a new kind of politics that 
represents each and everyone of 
you.”

Traveling across the country, 
crowds of Obama fans vary from 
young and old, straight and gay, and 
Democrats and Republicans. They 
say they are looking for a change. 
“He has great ideas and isn’t afraid 
of standing up in what he believes 
in,” said junior Ana Vasquez.

Obama has been charged by 
many of his comrades as being an 
idealist and a hope peddler. “I stand 
guilty as charged, I am a hopeful 
man,” he said. 

Obama’s opponents have 
challenged his inexperience in 
Washington, D.C. “We don’t need 
somebody who knows how to play 
the game, we need someone to 
end,” he said about his experienced 
opponents. 

While he is still fairly new to 
Washington, Obama was a commu-
nity organizer, university lecturer, 
civil rights lawyer, representative 
for Illinois State Senate, and is cur-
rently the junior senator from Illi-
nois. 

It is time for Washington to 
be looked at with a fresh new set of 
eyes and ears, according to Obama. 
The United States needs a president 
who is grounded and connected to 
his roots, and ready to clean out 
corruption.

We need “a government that 
can manage our world affairs so that 
this world is more secure for future 

generations,” he said. He cited that 
under his administration, the gov-
ernment’s new mission would be to 
bring our troops home. Changing 
the mindset of the world around us 
through diplomacy, humanitarian-
ism, and leading by example are 
key factors in this process. 

Obama referenced closing 
Guantanomo Bay and leading a 
country not by fear, but by cour-
age. “We are not a nation that locks 
people up without charging them,” 
he said.

Obama’s speech incorpo-
rated numerous personal stories of 
strength found in Americans trying 
to survive on minimum wage, the 
health care system, and paying for 
college tuition. He promised qual-
ity, and affordable health care for 
all Americans by the end of his first 
term in the White House. 

He cited the need to recruit an 
“army” of teachers and pay them 
more money. College should be af-
fordable and accessible, and to do 
so, money must be taken out of the 
middleman and given to the people, 
he said. Tuition reimbursements 
to social workers, teachers, Peace 
Corps volunteers, and others in 
public service are also on his politi-
cal agenda. 

“I don’t talk about change, I 
implement it. I don’t just talk about 
change, I live change,” Obama said 
to a cheering crowd. “I will always 
tell you what I think and where I 
stand.”

Obama stressed the impor-
tance of the American voice, and 
that a new America, a fresh set of 
ideas and policies, and a govern-
ment working with and for the 
people will be enacted through 
his presidency. We will “open the 
doors of government to every per-
son in the U.S. It is your govern-
ment. Change will happen because 
of you,” Obama said. “Let’s go 
change the world.”

member nations at the UN as some-
thing that needs to be eradicated,” 
Bailey said. “And as a women’s in-
stitution, it’s very important for us 
to heighten the awareness.”

Ryan Lee from Project Bread 
was the banquet’s keynote speaker.  
He focused on poverty and hunger 
in Massachusetts, and offered short 
and long-term solutions for trying 
to solve the problems. 

More than 450,000 people 
in Massachusetts go hungry every 
year, and almost 10 percent of the 
population live below the federal 
poverty line, according to Lee. He 
said food pantries and soup kitch-
ens are short-term solutions, but it 
is federal plans such as food stamps 
and summer meal programs that 
are the keys to long-term and sus-
tainable results. And right now, out 
of our trillion dollar national bud-
get, only .41 percent is being spent 

Hunger
continued from page 1

on programs that work to eradicate 
hunger and poverty.

“I think that we have an ob-
ligation both to accept the privi-
lege that we have, and know that 
to waste food is a privilege–and 
very often an unearned one–in a 
world where people are scavenging 

through garbage to find scraps of 
food to eat; so is the ability to even 
decide you don’t want to drink the 
tap water,” Bailey said in an in-
terview. “That food and water are 
gold and silver in other parts of the 
world.”

There were only about 25 
people in attendance at the ban-
quet this year, and Bailey said that 
was because the world is full of 
competing sorrows.  But because 
next week is National Hunger and 
Homelessness Awareness Week, 
and Thanksgiving is right around 
the corner, helping solve the prob-
lem of hunger around the commu-
nity is something Simmons should 
be thinking about.

Beth Maclin

A participant looks at a slideshow of statistics and photographs running dur-
ing part of the Hunger Banquet.
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Speaker talks about 
experiences being homeless
By Kelly Pelham
contributinG Writer

Former homelss man, Marty Mill-
er, was not alwyas homeless, and 
did not always suffer from extreme 
poverty.

Simmons’ Rooted in Love 
Christian Fellowship hosted Mill-
er to speak about why he became 
homeless, and his experiences dur-
ing and after the fact, at the Main 
College Building (MCB) on Thurs-
day.  

Amy Eicher, the president of 
the Rooted in Love Christian Fel-
lowship, chose Marty to kick off 
“Jesus was Homeless” month. Mill-
er described the problem of home-
lessness from his own perspective. 
He was born in 1953 and grew up 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Miller worked as a tile setter 
and made money, but could never 
seem to save enough of it, he said. 
Miller was addicted to heroin and 
could not break the habit for 35 
years. He was in and out of jail for 
12 years. 

As a result of his drug prob-
lems, Miller became homeless in 
his mid-forties. Miller knew that 
he needed help to break his drug 
addiction and get his life back 
on track, he said. He went to the 
Boston Rescue Mission (BRM) 
and underwent detoxification for 
heroin. He also participated in an 
extensive substance abuse rehabili-
tation program. 

The focus of the BRM is to 
deal with the individual and social 
problems that cause homelessness. 

The Mission provides food, cloth-
ing, shelter, and guidance. Most of 
the people staying at the Mission 
are men, but many women suffer 
from homelessness due to domes-
tic violence or drug abuse. Some 
of these women lose their children 
due to drug addictions. 

There was a point in his life 
when Miller realized that his true 
calling was to help others. “When 
I give, I get,” he said. After he re-
covered from his drug addiction, 
Miller began to help out at the 
Mission and decided to go to the 
University of Massachusetts to be-
come a licensed counselor. He be-
came the shelter coordinator and is 
in charge of hiring staff and sched-
uling. Miller said he loves his job 
and enjoys what he does. 

Miller thinks that society 
looks at homeless people with dis-
dain. But he knows the problems 
that drug addiction can cause and 
the effect it has on people’s lives. 
The problem of homelessness could 
be eradicated or lessened by people 
working together, Miller said. 

“Marty suggested that one 
of the best things to do is to buy 
them [homeless people] something 
to eat, if you’re able. That way you 
know where your money is going, 
instead of throwing them some 
coins and hoping it’s not for drugs 
or alcohol,” Eicher said.

Eicher’s mother mentioned 
Miller, who had tiled their kitchen. 
Eicher contacted him and “things 
started to fall into place,” Eicher 
said.  The two of them had a simi-
lar idea for the program, and they 

were “both very enthusiastic about 
it,” Eicher said.

The crowd appeared inter-
ested in Miller, and they asked him 
many questions. Eicher estimated 
that about 20 people were there.  

“People responded well to 
the motivations and vision for 
Rooted in Love Christian Fellow-
ship in our endeavors,” Eicher 
said. It was important “to express 
that to the community,” she said.  
Miller draws from his experiences 
for strength, determination, and a 
positive outlook, he said.  

The Mission also offers 
many volunteering opportunities 
like Saturday morning outreaches. 
They meet on the Boston Com-
mon, hand out sandwiches, and 
speak with the homeless. 

The Rooted in Love Christian 
Fellowship will sponsor outreach 
opportunities as well like “Inside 
Out Revolution” on Nov. 14.  

“We ask students to bring old 
t-shirts to turn inside out and paint 
with messages of hope. We will 
be collecting donations for Bos-
ton Rescue Mission, and suggest 
that people donate how much they 
would normally spend on a t-shirt,” 
Eicher said.  The Fellowship will 
be collecting blankets, coats, and 
other warm items the week after 
Thanksgiving break.

Senators discuss student apathy
By Traci Farrell
Staff Writer

Student senators discussed apathy 
for events at Simmons and debated 
ways to encourage more students 
to attend community events at last 
week’s Student Government Asso-
ciation (SGA) meeting.

Senators supported the idea 
of a monthly student activities cal-
endar, and debated about how to 
distribute the calendar to the com-
munity.  Many senators thought 
the calendar should be available in 
a noticeable place on the Simmons 
Web site.

There is currently an events 
calendar on the Web site, but it 
does not include all of the events 
on campus.  Senators said they 
also want the link to the calendar 
to be higher on the page, making it 
easier to find.  

A few senators also pointed 
out that the online calendar is not 
always up-to-date with the most 
recent information if an event’s lo-
cation or time changes.

Several senators also sup-
ported the idea of putting an events 
calendar in the lobby of the Main 
College Building (MCB) and dis-
tributing paper copies of the calen-
dar to students.

Erin O’Connor, the director 
of Student Leadership and Ac-
tivities, said her office can help 
put together an events calendar.  
O’Connor is responsible for post-
ing campus announcements. How-
ever, organizations might not know 
to contact her to post an event, and 
“nobody reads [the] campus an-

nouncements” that are e-mailed to 
the community, according to Class 
of 2008 senator Laura Merin.

Laura Shugom, the senator 
representing the Public Relations 
Student Society of America (PRS-
SA), said that more collaboration 
between organizations might in-
crease attendance at events.

Sasha Dubois, president of 
the ALANA Nursing Liaison, 
suggested that groups also “do 
collaborations with outside orga-
nizations, not necessarily [other] 
student groups.”

Other senators thought that 
more people would attend annual 
events. 

“It is important to consider 
the role that tradition plays in the 
event,” said Merin.  “There is a lot 
of publicity and hype for events 

like the Soiree.”
“If organizations get into a 

routine . . . they will become well-
established and attended,” said 
Katherine Swanson, SGA vice 
president.

Students also addressed 
whether there is not enough pub-
licity for events, or if there is 
too much.  While Merin said she 
thought the amount of flyers needs 
to be increased to improve pub-
licity, Jessica Rudis, the senator 
representing the Feminist Union, 
thought there was “publicity over-
load,” and that fliers are often “easy 
to tune out.”

Senators also discussed Fa-
cebook, the social networking Web 
site, and other word of mouth ways 
to publicize events, like writing 
events on dorm room dry erase 
boards.

Valerie Duvelson, the rep-
resentative of the Class of 2011, 
said that events often conflict with 
exams, other academic commit-
ments, and Red Sox games.  She 
said that organizations should 
consider these conflicts when they 
schedule their events.

Kaitlin Chakoian, who repre-
sents the Class of 2009, suggested 
students complete “a survey, like 
course evaluations” to solicit opin-
ions from the community about 
how to increase student involve-
ment on campus.

People should fill out the 
after-event forms so organizations 
can determine whether an event or 
guest speaker is “accessible and 
desirable,” Swanson said.

“reasonable based on past inequi-
ties,” said Millikan. The goal was 
to bring Cheever up to the 75 per-
centile of college presidents, which 
the package achieves when aver-
aged out over his ten years at Sim-
mons.

It was not until 2004 that the 
College could afford to pay Cheev-
er a higher, more competitive sal-
ary. At that point, the Board “voted 
on merit increases and the payment 
of bonuses contingent on perfor-
mance,” Quinn said in a letter. 

Performance incentive objec-
tives were outlined as:
• increased financial stability re-
flected in balanced budgets; posi-
tive reports from external auditors; 
higher bond ratings; and increased 
enrollments in all schools;
• increase in fund-raising and an-
nual giving;
• success of the “Imagine” cam-
paign;
• enhanced outreach to alumnae;
• attention to building infrastruc-
ture and deferred maintenance in-
cluding upgrades to technology;
• new construction that came in on-
time and on budget;
• increased retention among fac-
ulty and staff; and 
• smooth transition to new presi-
dent.

Cheever was reviewed in 
May of 2004, 2005, and 2006 by 
the Board of Trustees, who deter-
mined that he met all the perfor-
mance incentive objectives, ac-
cording to Quinn.

Other parts of the package 
included a life insurance policy, 
which was first provided in 2000, 
but reconfigured in 2005 due to 
new Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) policy; the creation and 
funding of a supplemental retire-
ment plan, which retained Cheever 
past 2002 and replaced some of his 
state pension, which he lost by not 
returning to the public sector; and 
a severance payment equal to one 
year’s salary to be paid over two 
years. 

Deconstructing the SOM loan
Earlier this year, Deborah Merrill-
Sands, dean of the SOM, went to 
President Susan Scrimshaw to 
discuss a business proposal that 
would invest $4.5 million into the 
SOM so that it could receive ac-
creditation and to speed up the 
process of bringing the SOM to a 
fully functioning school within the 
larger college.

“The driving force is to have 
the faculty on board and the re-
sources we need to complete this 
accreditation process,” said Mer-
rill-Sands. “The crediting agency 
is called AACSB, and that’s the 
American Association of Colle-
giate Schools of Business.

“Six percent of schools 
globally and 40 percent of busi-
ness schools in the U.S. have this 
form of accreditation. However, 
all schools with the exception of 
one, Brandeis, in the Boston area 
have this accreditation. So from a 
competitive point of view, it’s very 

important that we have it.”
It is expected that the SOM 

will receive the accreditation either 
late next fall or spring 2009.

The $4.5 million will be 
spent over a three-year period. 
The majority of it will be spent on 
hiring ten new faculty members, 
which is required for ensuring that 
the school meets the standards to 
receive AACBS accreditation.

It is projected that this ac-
creditation and the infusion of new 
faculty will make the SOM more 
attractive to prospective students 
and result in increased enrollment, 
which will bring more revenue into 
the school.

At the end of the three years, 
the SOM operating budget will be 
permanently adjusted upward by 
$2.2 million to reflect the cost of 
the additional faculty, according to 
Merrill-Sands. This will be offset 
by growth in enrollments.

She said that each separate 
school is expected to contribute 
to a surplus of the college. Right 
now the SOM only contributes 23 
percent of its revenue–about $1.6 
million. The loan, and later the 
increased operating budget, is pro-
jected to help the SOM grow in en-
rollments so that it will contribute 
40 percent of its projected revenue, 
or $7 million, by Fiscal Year 2016.

Some CAS faculty criticize 
the loan because they think the 
money is coming from the oper-
ating budget and is one cause for 
the tight budget in recent years, but 
administrators say this is not the 
case.

The loan is coming from 
revenue generated from the en-
dowment, which is, for this year, 5 
percent of a three-year average of 
the endowment; otherwise it would 
be competing against the other 
schools, according to Merrill-
Sands.

Quinn, in an email, said that 
by using the revenue generated 
from the endowment, more than 
$200,000 is freed from the 2008 
operating budget. “These funds 
were used to support other op-
erational initiatives outside of the 
School of Management,” she said.

Neither Raymond, Millikan, 
nor members of the CAS faculty 
interviewed for the investigation 
said they were informed enough 
about the SOM investment to speak 
about it with certainty.

“I don’t think the faculty has 
a picture of why the loan was made, 
what the circumstances of the loan 
are,” said Geoff Turner, associate 
professor of psychology.

Scrimshaw spoke about this 
issue at the October CAS faculty 
meeting, seeking to put it in a wider 
perspective, but gave few details. 
“The way President Scrimshaw 
presented it at the College of Arts 
and Sciences faculty meeting, the 
choice was either to have a school 
of management or to not have a 
school of management. Having 
said that, that’s all I know about 
that loan,” said Turner.

“I can’t pass judgment on 
whether that’s a good thing or a 
bad thing,” he added.

CoMMuniCation
continued from page 1

Correction:
In issue 6, the article, “CAS faculty frustrated by payouts and tight 
budgets,” stated that the School of Management (SOM) had experi-
enced declining enrollment in recent years. This is not correct. The 
SOM’s “credit hours are the highest level they have been since the 
undergraduate management faculty and program were integrated into 
the [SOM] in 2001-2002,” according to SOM Dean Deborah Merrill-
Sands.

“If organizations 
get into a routine, 
they will become 
well-established 
and attended.”
~ Katherine SWanSon,

SGa vice preSident

Get active.



noteworthy 
newS

4 The SimmonS Voice noVember 8, 2007BeyoNd BostoN

Colom claims win in Guatemala
With vote count nearly complete, Alvaro Colom, the Center-left candi-
date for presidency, declared his victory in Guatemala. From 95 percent 
of polling stations counted, Mr Colom had a lead of 5% over his right-
wing rival, Otto Perez Molina. His government plan included battling 
crime and the murder rate by lifting people out of poverty. His rival 
General Perez Molina had planned to fight crime in a tougher manner.
The election period in Guatemala has been characterized by violence 
and this was the sixth democratic election since 1986. More than 30,000 
Guatemalan police were on duty during election day, and some 20,000 
international observers monitored the elections to warn against mal-
practice.The aftermath of Guatemala’s deadly civil war, which lasted 36 
years until 1996 still dominates Guatemalan culture and society. Violent 
paramilitary forces that fought in the civil war were never disbanded, 
but simply recycled and put to use by drug traffickers and 
money launderers.

Argentine indigenous in protest
After 20 Argentinian indigenous people died from hunger, a legal com-
plaint against the government was triggered. The province of Chaco in 
northern Argentina is home for many people suffering from malnutri-
tion. Protestants from the area came to the capital, Buenos Aires, to 
share their grief in a public hearing at the Supreme Court. More than 
23 Toba, Wichi, and Piraga people have died from malnutrition in the 
past months.Indigenous leaders claimed the situation has gotten worse 
wherever there are indigenous people. Gabino Zambrana, vice president 
for the indigenous association, said the indigenous population had been 
marginalized, and that Argentine authorities had not taken them into 
consideration. The protestors asked for better housing, health, educa-
tion, and water supplies that rarely reach them.

North Korea reactor disabling praised
The leader of US experts team declared they had had a positive start on 
dismantling North Korea’s main nuclear facility. Pyongyang agreed to 
end its nuclear program in return for diplomatic concession and eco-
nomic aid. They hope to disable the reactor by the end of the year. The 
Yongbyon reactor produced weapons-grade plutonium. North Korean 
officials at the reactor were said to be cooperative. U.S. experts who will 
work in two- to three-week rotations over two months will disable the 
plant by removing the 8,000 fuel rods that power the reactor. Although 
the work done by the U.S team is reversible, it would put the plant out of 
action for at least a year. North Korea has agreed to give complete dec-
laration of its nuclear program, which was part of a four year long nego-
tiation between China, the U.S., Japan, Russia and the two Koreas. 

Historic Saudi visit to Vatican
History was made yesterday by a visit from King Abdullah of Saudi 
Arabia to Pope Benedict XVI in the Vatican. This was the first meeting 
between the head of the Roman Catholic Church and a Saudi monarch. 
Some 1.5 million Christians are estimated to live in Saudi Arabia even 
though they are not allowed to worship publicly. King Abdullah  met 
with Pope John Paul II when he was crowned prince years ago. How-
ever, tensions between the Muslim and Christian world grew after the 
meeting when the Pope gave a speech associating Islam with violence. 
The Vatican described this private meeting as “warm,” and said the two 
men discussed the presence and hard work of Christians in Saudi Ara-
bia.The 84-year-old Saudi monarch is on his European tour and has al-
ready visited the U.K. and Switzerland. He will travel next to Germany 
and Turkey.

Oprah takes action on abuse case
A dormitory matron at The Oprah Winfrey Leadership Academy in 
South Africa was arrested last week on charges of indecent assault and 
soliciting underage girls to perform sexual acts. At least seven girls have 
confirmed allegations of abuse, police said. The students claim to have 
told the principal, who failed to act. The school has offered the students 
counseling. Oprah expressed feelings of remorse for the students and 
has yet to renew the headmistress’ contract. She has also removed the 
dorm parents to ensure the girls’ safety. A victim of sexual abuse herself, 
Oprah has campaigned against abuse in the U.S. She cited that sexual 
abuse happens within the confines of people you know. The academy, 
which opened in January, is home to 150 South African girls of low-
income families.

Peace talks resume in Darfur
Peacekeeping talks between the Sudanese government and representa-
tives from eight rebel groups, civil society, regional countries, and the 
international community were held last week in Sirte, Libya. The talks 
hope to end the on-going violence in the Darfur region. Although few 
rebel groups attended the talks, the rest are being encouraged to get in-
volved. The talks are part of a three part series, which looks to conclude 
in early December. The second part of the talks will consist of meetings 
and workshops geared toward finding a compromise to the major issues 
of the conflict. The third part has yet to be announced. Since 2003, more 
than 2.2 million Darfurians have been displaced, and at least 200,000 
people have been killed in the conflict.

Information from www.bbc.co.uk and www.allafrica.com, and com-
piled by Lucia Cordon.

By Stephen Graham
(c) ap 2007

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP)–
Pakistan’s deposed chief justice 
called on lawyers Tuesday to re-
volt against President Gen. Pervez 
Musharraf’s imposition of emer-
gency rule and a crackdown on the 
opposition that has left thousands 
under arrest.

The government considered a 
delay in parliamentary elections de-
spite Western demands they be held 
on schedule in January to bring de-
mocracy to a nuclear-armed coun-
try dogged by political uncertainty 
and rising Islamic militancy.

Fragile security in the north-
west cited by officials as a reason 
for the suspension of the constitu-
tion deteriorated further as pro-Tal-
iban militants seized a town from 
outnumbered security forces.

While Musharraf says emer-
gency powers are needed so the 
government can better fight Islamic 
extremists, his crackdown has been 
aimed at lawyers and liberal politi-
cal activists opposing his rule. The 
Supreme Court, in particular, had 
chipped away at his powers this 
year.

Chief Justice Iftikhar Moham-
med Chaudhry, a figurehead for the 
resistance, has been under house 
arrest since Saturday night. But he 
managed to address hundreds of 
lawyers using a cell phone from his 
Islamabad residence, which he said 
was surrounded by security forces.

“Go to every corner of Paki-
stan and give the message that this 
is the time to sacrifice,” Chaudhry 
said over loudspeakers. “Don’t be 
afraid. God will help us and the day 
will come when you’ll see the con-
stitution supreme and no dictator-
ship for a long time.”

Attorneys gathered at the Is-
lamabad Bar Association cheered.

“Chaudhry! Chaudhry!” they 
chanted. “Musharraf is a criminal! 
We will not accept uniforms or bul-
lets!”

Moments later, mobile phone 
service cut off in Islamabad, but 
Chaudhry’s message had already 
been recorded as an MP3 file. It 
spread swiftly, and local TV stations 
aired it via satellite. Cell phone ser-
vice resumed hours later.

After Chaudhry spoke, hun-
dreds of police in the central city of 
Multan blocked about 1,000 law-
yers from leaving a district court 
complex to stage a street rally in 
defiance of a ban on protests. Both 
sides pelted each other with stones 
and officers swung clubs to scatter 
the crowd.

At least three lawyers and 
three officers were injured, some 
bleeding from the head. Violence 
also was reported at a rally by law-

Deposed judge opposes Musharraf
yers in the eastern city of Gujran-
wala.

The clashes marked the sec-
ond straight day of unrest since 
emergency rule was declared Sat-
urday by Musharraf, who took 
power in a 1999 coup. He has 
ousted independent-minded judges, 
put a stranglehold on the media and 
granted sweeping powers to author-
ities to crush dissent.

Many of those detained have 
been lawyers, who have been in 
the forefront of protests against the 
military ruler, but opposition party 
supporters and human rights activ-
ists also are under arrest. The gov-
ernment says about 2,500 were de-
tained; the opposition says 3,500.

The United States and other 
Western nations have urged Mush-
arraf to stick to the election time-
table, but so far no date has been 
set. They also want the president 
to fulfill his promise to give up his 
second post as army chief.

“President Musharraf has 
made certain commitments with re-
spect to taking off the uniform and 
to holding elections as scheduled in 
January. We have, through a num-
ber of different means, conveyed to 
him that we expect him to abide by 
those commitments,” State Depart-
ment spokesman Sean McCormack 
said.

A Pakistani Cabinet minis-
ter said the government discussed 
delaying the election by no more 
than three months, but added that 
no decision was made. He spoke on 
condition of anonymity because he 
was not authorized to speak about 
the issue to the media.

Former Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto, who returned to 
Pakistan last month to lead her party 
in the parliamentary elections fol-
lowing eight years in self-imposed 
exile, claimed the government had 
already decided to delay the ballot 
by one to two years.

“They have not announced it 
as such, (but) I know this from the 
inside,” she told Associated Press 
Television News, but provided no 
details of the source of her infor-
mation.

Bhutto said that “in the given 
circumstances,” she had no plans to 
meet with Musharraf, with whom 
she had been negotiating on form-
ing a political alliance of moderates 
to compete in the elections.

Musharraf insists emergency 
rule will allow authorities to focus 
on fighting Islamic militants who 
have been increasingly exerting 
control in areas near Pakistan’s bor-
der with Afghanistan.

On Tuesday, armed followers 
of a pro-Taliban cleric seized the 
Matta region of the Swat Valley, 
a former tourist destination where 
fighting has raged since July. About 

two dozen police officers and sev-
eral militiamen manning four secu-
rity posts in and around Matta town 
gave up without a fight.

“We didn’t harm the police 
and soldiers and allowed them to go 
to their homes as they didn’t fight 
our mujahedeen,” said Sirajuddin, 
a militant spokesman who goes by 
one name.

Two Swat officials confirmed 
the militants’ advance. They in-
sisted on speaking anonymously 
because they were not authorized 
to release the information.

Despite surging militant vio-
lence the government says 157 at-
tacks including suicide bombings 
have killed more than 600 people 
this year many Pakistanis suspect 
Musharraf’s main concern is cling-
ing to power.

They note the government is 
taking the heaviest hand with its 
political opponents. Asma Jehangir, 
a rights activist under house arrest, 
said skepticism of the general’s mo-
tives also was fed by the emergency 
being declared the same day that 
the government let go at least 28 
pro-Taliban militants in exchange 
for 211 Pakistani soldiers captured 
this summer.

Musharraf’s emergency de-
cree pre-empted a pending Supreme 
Court ruling on whether it was legal 
for legislators to re-elect him to a 
new five-year term as president 
last month while he simultaneously 
serves as army chief.

Lawyers led successful pro-
tests earlier this year for the rein-
statement of Chaudhry after Mush-
arraf tried to fire the chief justice.

However, there is no sign yet 
that the lawyers’ renewed agitation 
will spread to enough of Pakistan’s 
160 million people to persuade 
Musharraf to back down. While re-
sentment of military rule has grown, 
many people are skeptical of Bhutto 
and other opposition leaders whose 
stints in power are remembered for 
corruption and incompetence.

The authoritarian turn has em-
barrassed even close Western allies, 
who have justified pouring billions 
of dollars in aid into Pakistan with 
his pledges to restore democracy.

President Bush urged Mush-
arraf on Monday to “hurry back” to 
elections and quit the military.

But there was no plea to bring 
back the ousted judges, suggest-
ing Washington was still willing to 
work with Musharraf as a civilian 
president with sweeping powers.

So far, only the Netherlands 
has punished Pakistan, freezing 
most of its development aid. The 
United States has said it will review 
the billions it gives to Pakistan, but 
it appears unlikely Washington will 
cut military assistance.

U.S. military deaths in Iraq at 3,858
By Associated Press
(c) ap 2007

As of Tuesday, Nov. 6, 2007, at least 
3,858 members of the U.S. military 
have died since the beginning of the 
Iraq war in March 2003, according 
to an Associated Press count. The 
figure includes eight military civil-
ians. At least 3,138 died as a result 
of hostile action, according to the 
military’s numbers.

The AP count is 10 higher 
than the Defense Department’s tal-

ly, last updated Tuesday at 10 a.m. 
EDT.

The British military has 
reported 171 deaths; Italy, 33; 
Ukraine, 18; Poland, 21; Bulgaria, 
13; Spain, 11; Denmark, seven; El 
Salvador, five; Slovakia, four; Lat-
via, three; Estonia, Netherlands, 
Thailand, Romania, two each; and 
Australia, Hungary, Kazakhstan, 
South Korea, one death each.

Since the start of U.S. mili-
tary operations in Iraq, 28,451 
U.S. service members have been 

wounded in hostile action, accord-
ing to the Defense Department’s 
weekly tally.

Get involved.
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It has been a long 
day. I have a lot of 

laundry to do. 

If you must know, 
when I woke up it 

was sunny.

anna dipietro

By Bob White

I don’t think that there is any true 
justice in the world regarding how 
much you get paid for what you do. 
It has always been a concern in my 
life.  When I was sixteen and went 
out into the real world I made $1.05 
an hour and I was told to crawl the 
length of a meat case in a super-
market, cleaning the glass above 
me with ammonia.  But, of course, 
that was back in 1961. I had to work. 
My parents made me. I always got 
what the bosses had to pay me, and 
not really much more.

Not until I got really good at 
what I was doing on the other side 
of that meat case, and then after 
five or six years at it, was I a valu-
able commodity.  They wanted me 
to stay with them. So they paid me 
to stay. But they didn’t go crazy 
about it. They only paid me what 
they had to. 

I never knew how much mon-
ey my father made. It just wasn’t 
something that got talked about at 
the dining table. Like sex. The folks 
didn’t talk much about that one 
either. Maybe there’s something 
to that. I know people who very 
willingly talk about who they are 
sleeping with, the ups and downs 
of relationships, past good and bad 
experiences, but these same people 
wouldn’t dream of telling me their 
salary. Unless they were getting a 
lot. For a salary, that is.

If how much I get paid is 
some kind of indicator of my value 
as a human being, as a provider, as 

a man, then the fear that I’m not too 
well paid may translate into some 
kind of feeling of inadequacy. 
Maybe it’s easier to do something 
about sex than it is to get a raise. 
I don’t know. I don’t think I’ll ask 
my father either; not just yet.

When I first came to Sim-
mons I was wet behind the ears. 
Quite wet. I din know nuttin. After 
a year of part-time teaching, I was 
floored to be offered ten thousand 
dollars to keep doing what I loved 
to do.

You don’t know you are 
beautiful until somebody else tells 
you. You don’t know what you are 
missing until you know. How you 
gonna keep em down on the farm 
after they’ve seen Paree. There’s 
something in Desiderata about 
somebody’s always going to be 
better off, and somebody’s always 
going to be worse off, than you. 
All of this is to be comforting. Je-
sus told his parable about the vine-
yard and the workers who worked 
for a couple of hours, all getting 
the same wage. He made a point 
somewhere, but it wasn’t a sermon 
on labor relations.

Which gets us back to jus-
tice. Al Pacino knows what it’s 
like sometimes.  And salaries. The 
American Association of Univer-
sity Professors here at Simmons 
(AAUP) is beginning to take a 
strong stand on the salaries of the 
faculty here. Until now I have re-
lied upon the process, which is se-
cret and confidential, and between 
the department chairperson and 

the president among others, as the 
AAUP points out. And I get what I 
get. But maybe the AAUP can take 
care of me, if somebody else hasn’t 
been doing so good. I’m game. And 
I’m not concerned about my inade-
quacies–of any kind, any more. So, 
here’s something to show your par-
ents for Parents’ Weekend:

There are one hundred and 
fifty or so faculty members here at 
Simmons. Some live in fear called 
“having no tenure” which means 
they may have to leave after seven 
years here. There are others, like 
me, who have been awarded tenure, 
and who have a little more flexibil-
ity. If AAUP knew how much ev-
erybody got paid (I guess, I haven’t 
asked them) then the system might 
move closer to a just one.

Right now, I am happy to be at 
Simmons and not crawling through 
that meat case any more. And I’m 
happy to hang out in the vineyard 
with Jesus or Brian or whomever; 
but wouldn’t it be nice if all of us 
were happy?

Earning your worth
This article was originally printed in the Simmons Janus on Oct. 26, 1979. The editor found the article timely consid-
ering the current discussion of faculty and presidential compensation.

In the fall of 2004, several seniors started an organization at Simmons to 
raise awareness about the upcoming presidential election. They had tables 
across campus to register people to vote in Massachusetts and to hand out 
information about how to register in other states. The organization hosted 
presidential and vice presidential debate-viewing parties in the residence 
halls, which were well-attended by students wanting to be learn more 
about election issues. 

The organization was institutionalized as a standing committee in 
2005 by the outgoing Student Government Association (SGA) executive 
board, an action that The Simmons Voice applauds. The SGA constitu-
tion says that the organization will remain non-partisan and is respon-
sible for registering students to vote, educating voters, and coordinating 
a Simmons Get Out The Vote effort (GOTV). A chair or co-chair will be 
appointed by the SGA executive board, in conjunction with the dean of 
Student Life, in the April prior to a U.S. presidential election year, which 
means the first appointment should have been in April 2007.

That date has passed, and from what we know, Simmons Votes is 
nowhere to be seen. This could explain why there has been no advertising 
on campus for the Democratic and Republican Party debates, of which 
there have been many. It could also explain why there has been no tabling 
about how to register to vote in a primary election, which is a shame 
since some primaries take place over winter break, like the Jan. 8 one in 
Washington, D.C.

We do not know why an appointment was not made last spring. We 
would like to think that it slipped the prior SGA executive board’s mind. 
It is pointless to criticize a past administration since they cannot change 
their mistakes. However, the current student government administration 
has been in office since the end of last semester, and they seem to have 
done nothing. They should make it a priority to present a chair or co-
chairs to the community by the end of the semester so that that person or 
those people can attempt to release information concerning registering 
for and voting in primaries, since they are fast approaching, and the pro-
cess of getting an absentee ballot can be tedious.

The student government administration, above everyone else, 
should understand the importance of voter turnout, and therefore push for 
students to vote in the presidential election. There is less than a year to 
the election, and two months until primary season starts. What are you/
we waiting for?

When I went to 
go to class it was 
raining, and when 
I left for dinner it 

was freezing.

- Weather Victim

Homelessness appears to be a growing problem in America, as new initia-
tives fail to adequately address the problem. While “the homeless” and 
“the hungry” are often seen as the same group of people, in reality there 
are many who spend their paychecks to keep their families under a roof, 
and end up without enough food. Both situations are stigmatized: that of 
the person living on the street, and that of the person lining up at the soup 
kitchen or using food stamps.

Why does this stigma exist? The American public seems to regard 
homeless people as inferior drug addicts who have lost everything be-
cause of their bad choices. When many people pass those begging on the 
street and ignore them, it is a silent acknowledgement that the situation 
is their own fault.

In many cases, homelessness is the result of a lack of health care, 
poor job stability, rising housing costs, and poor education. These are so-
cial issues that the government and local organizations have consistently 
failed to address sufficiently. Even those who are homeless and addicted 
to drugs are not entirely at fault. The “War on Drugs” has become a farci-
cal attempt to placate those American people who still care about the state 
of illegal drug activity in the country.

More needs to be done to solve the problems that lead to homeless-
ness, and to address the problem of homelessness directly.  First, changes 
must be made to governmental policy regarding the factors that lead to 
homelessness: health care, job stability and unemployment support, hous-
ing costs and availability, and public education. Only then can change 
take place on a more local level. Once the larger issues are addressed, the 
stigma surrounding homelessness will diminish.

Education and registration will come too late

Stop ignoring the homeless in America
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By Jessica Rudis
Staff Writer

Last year, junior Courtney Ander-
son worked hard to plan a concert 
and sleep-in event with the Sim-
mons chapter of Amnesty Interna-
tional.  Her group booked rooms, 
found bands to play, borrowed 
audio equipment, arranged details 
with campus security, and heavily 
advertised the event.

On the day of the events, An-
derson said few Simmons students 
actually attended.  When it came 
time for the sleep-in, the only peo-
ple there were Anderson and two 
other Amnesty officers.

“By that point we had all been 
working on the events for over 12 
hours, and we just decided to call 
it quits,” Anderson said.  “We just 
decided to cancel the event and 
head home.”

Anderson’s story is one that 
Simmons student groups know 
all too well; they have all worked 
hard to plan events that go largely 
unnoticed by the student body.  In 
response to widespread student 
apathy, the Student Government 
Association (SGA) senate recently 
brainstormed ways for campus or-
ganizations to attract students to 
their events.

In the SGA meeting, student 
senators said they have tried ev-
erything to draw attention to their 
events.  They said they have put 
flyers all over campus, posted stu-
dent announcements, and posted 
invitations on the Facebook Web 
site.  One senator proposed in-
creasing the amount of free flyers 
that the SGA allocates to student 
groups.  Another said it would be 
helpful if public relations majors 
helped student groups design their 
advertisements.

Perhaps the problem is not 
with the amount or design of the 
flyers, but with the flyers them-
selves.  Students are exposed to 
so many flyers and emails and Fa-
cebook invitations that it is an in-
formation overload.  Students liv-
ing on the residence campus come 
home every day to flyers advertis-
ing Hall Council events, organi-
zation events, academic events, 
take-out dining services, newslet-
ters, and sketchy frat party flyers.  
Instead of taking note of each in-
dividual event, maybe students are 
so overwhelmed that they just start 
to ignore everything altogether.

The Office of Student Lead-
ership and Activities (OSLA) uses 
an online calendar system that lists 
the names and locations of most 
student events.  Event information 
is entered into the calendar when 

student groups book rooms through 
the Conferences department, so 
not all events are listed.  The calen-
dar does not provide many details 
about events and most students do 
not know where to find the calen-
dar on the Simmons Web site. 

With some simple improve-
ments, OSLA’s online calendar 
could be the best way to centralize 
information and help students see 
exactly what is happening on any 
given day.

The office should devise a 
system for organizations to add in-
formation to their calendar listings, 
so students can get a better idea of 
each event.  OSLA could also pro-
vide forms for academic depart-
ments and other campus offices 
to add their events to the calendar 
as well.  That way, students would 
only need to turn to one place to 
find information about everything 
happening at Simmons.

The most important thing that 
OSLA can do to improve the calen-
dar would be to give it a prominent 
link on the Simmons Web site.  A 
highly visible link would help stu-
dents find the calendar quickly 
and easily, and would also attract 
the attention of students checking 
their Simmons email accounts or 
logging into eLearning.  A public 
launch of the improved calendar 
would also make faculty, staff, 
and students more aware of this 
resource.

Some SGA senators said they 
preferred paper calendars, especial-
ly the laminated ones that OSLA 
distributes in September, featur-
ing their events.  While the printed 
calendars are useful and make nice 
room decorations, the paper format 
has many limitations.  

For example, it would be dif-
ficult for student groups to change 
event details once the paper calen-
dars are distributed, and student 
groups would have to plan events 
far in advance in order for them to 
be included.  Online calendars, on 
the other hand, would allow student 
groups to change details and add 
new events whenever necessary.

If students really want some-
thing tangible, perhaps the OSLA 
office could print weekly event 
listings based on the online calen-
dar. The listings could be posted 
in high-traffic areas on campus 
and printed on cards that could be 
distributed to students at the be-
ginning of the week.  This system 
would be similar to the beloved 
paper calendars, but the weekly 
format would grant more leeway 
for student groups to add or change 
listings.

Students and campus depart-
ments work hard to plan events.  
They spend a lot of time and they 
use a lot of tuition money to plan 
events to give students a well-
rounded college experience.  In 
order to get people to actually at-
tend these events, however, student 
groups need more than flyers.  The 
OSLA office and the technology 
department should work to further 
develop the online calendar system 
and make it a widely-used tool on 
the Simmons College Web site.

By Kate Clavet
Staff Writer

A person munching on oily potato 
chips is probably not under the im-
pression that they are eating health 
food. Leafy green vegetables are 
healthy, but thin fried slices of 
potato are a source of empty calo-
ries. Nutrition facts are listed on 
products so that people can make 
healthy food choices. This raises 
the question of why food compa-
nies feel the need to advertise their 
products as “healthy.”  It seems 
unnecessary for a company to mis-
lead consumers when the truth can 
be found on the product’s packag-
ing.

Many companies use catch 
phrases like “natural,” “organic,” 
and “half the fat” to mislead con-
sumers. Advertisements frequently 
feature models in place of more re-
alistic imagery, taking advantage 
of consumers’ gullibility.  If people 
bothered to read the nutrition facts, 
they would not be affected by false 
advertising.

The word “natural” is com-
monly used to convince shoppers 
that certain foods are healthy. Just 
because something is natural does 
not mean it is healthy. Marijuana is 
natural, yet there is no widespread 
movement by doctors encouraging 
their healthy patients to go out and 
chew on cannabis leaves.  

Organic food companies 
make french fries, chicken nuggets, 
and potato chips. Despite being or-
ganic they are still fried, breaded, 
and full of fat. The term “organic” 
indicates that these foods are made 
with pesticide-free ingredients.  
However, controversy surrounds 
the United States Department of 
Agriculture’s standards of organic 
farming, so these labels should 
be taken with a liberal handful of 
salt.

Trans fat is currently being 
marketed as unhealthy, and many 
companies use the lack of trans fat 
in their products as a selling point. 
However, a product with “no trans 
fat!” may still contain empty calo-
ries, sugar, and sodium. Another 
phrase, “Now with half the fat,” 
is also misleading, because the re-
sulting amount of fat can still be 
excessive and unhealthy.

Food companies seem to use 
these tactics to try to coax the pub-
lic into believing that junk food is 
healthy. They urge people to con-
sume more, without guilt. And 
every day, news reports claim that 
obesity in America is becoming 
an epidemic. In certain communi-
ties, the concern is so serious that 
the school systems get involved by 
sending letters home to parents, 
mandating exercise programs, or 
campaigning against soda ma-
chines in schools. 

 Perhaps, due to these aware-
ness campaigns companies have felt 
the pressure and are realizing that 
soon their products may look un-
appealing to the health-conscious 
consumer.  Due to rising concerns 
about obesity and the growing ap-
peal of the organic food movement, 
even mainstream supermarkets are 
creating their own generic organic 
products. Producers of junk food 
seem to think that they must adjust 
if they want to continue to make a 
profit.

Healthy people know what 
to look for when choosing foods 
to eat or cook.  Therefore, there 
is no reason for dishonest adver-
tisements.  People will continue 
to indulge in junk food whether 
or not these foods are packaged 
as “healthy.” Companies should 
advertise honestly because potato 
chips and fried foods will always 
exist and always entice people 
whether or not they are marketed 
as healthy. Why make food labels 
more confusing?  

Eating habits are formed 
during childhood.  Misleading ad-
vertisements can confuse children 
about what foods are actually nu-
tritious. This could create a gen-
eration of misinformed, unhealthy 
consumers. Perhaps if ads were 
more honest, obesity rates would 
be lower and children would have a 
chance to grow up healthy.

By Renée Frojo
Staff Writer

Western countries have a history 
of trying to help the seemingly less 
fortunate–especially when help 
is not sought. Since the heyday 
of European colonialism, when 
Christian missionaries were sent to 
introduce education, the Bible, and 
“civilization,” Westerners have 
undermined African lifestyles and 
challenged African sovereignty.

So it should come as no sur-
prise that the newest incident in 
uncalled-for European involve-
ment provoked outrage among 
Chadians.

The incident involved 16 
Europeans–nine French and seven 
Spanish–who tried to allegedly 
kidnap 103 orphans from the Chad-
Sudan border and bring them to 
France.  These efforts to “save” the 
children were disguised under the 
apparently good intentions of an 
obscure French charity: Zoe’s Ark.

“They treat us like animals,” 
President Idriss Deby told the BBC.  
He went on to call the situation an 
outrage, and speculated that the or-

ganization planned to sell the chil-
dren as sex slaves.

On its Web site, Zoe’s Ark 
said that the members were mo-
tivated by a sense of urgency be-
cause it feared that little was being 
done in Darfur to end the suffering 
of the most vulnerable children.  In 
the time leading up to the opera-
tion, the charity raised money from 
French families to fly the children 
out of the country and place them 
in French homes. 

However, there are a few prob-
lems with Zoe’s Ark’s seemingly 
sincere and heartfelt story.  First of 
all, none of the 103 children were 
actually orphans.  Most of them 

were living with family members 
and were relatively well-supplied 
with food and other necessities, ac-
cording to a report by the United 
Nations. Second, the children were 
literally sweet-talked away from 
their families with candy and cook-
ies. Organization members seem to 
have lied to parents to about where 
the children were being taken, ac-
cording to Reuters.

If these were the methods 
used by the organization to ob-

tain the children in the first place, 
then skepticism about their actual 
motives should not come as a sur-
prise.

The charity was not granted 
permission by anyone involved, 
and its actions were inexcusable.  
Stealing children is not an accept-
able activity in any “civilized” so-
ciety.

It is true that millions of chil-
dren in Africa may need some kind 
of rescuing. In Chad alone, 1.9 mil-
lion children under the age of five 
are the most defenseless against 
disease, hunger, and death.  How-
ever, there are better ways to help.

Rather than trying to save the 
children by kidnapping them, we 
should try to help Africans help 
themselves. Methods for sustain-
able development and realistic jus-
tice sector reforms need to be made 
so that changes in the social and 
economic situation can take place.

The members of Zoe’s Ark 
were not solving a problem: they 
were creating a new one. What 
were they really going to do with 
these children? By removing the 
children from their homes, their 
cultures, and everything they 
knew, these so-called “charitable” 
people created additional chaos.

Was this a profound cultural 
misunderstanding, or is this inci-
dent simply another example of 
European ignorance? Either way, 
organizations must be encouraged 
to pursue more productive avenues 
of assistance.

Scandal erupts over African kidnapping

Put the fun back in fatHelp students get involved

The most impor-
tant thing that 
OSLA can do to 
improve the cal-
endar would be 
to give it a promi-
nent link on the 
Simmons Web 
site.

Organizations deserve more support Companies mislead people through false advertising

WWW.gettyiMages.coM
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job—and not an ideal one, at that. 
Now, with the newness of 

her job at Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
just beginning to fade, Cox identi-
fies with Rouvina’s initial feelings 
of unease, as she struggles to put 
school behind her, and learn to live 

By Kristin Pitts
Staff Writer

Her senior year ended as most do–– 
with a diploma, a sense of accom-
plishment, and a graduation party.  
But by the time the “Thank you” 
cards were sent out, Jennifer Rouv-
ina, was anything but grateful. 

“At first it was really exciting. 
I thought ‘I can work and do what 
I’ve been trained to do,’” Rouvina 
says, with an ironic smile across 
her face, “but it gets to be really 
stressful after a while.” 

During her training period, 
Rouvina, ‘06 Nursing alumna, 
donned light blue scrubs, faded 
from her hours as a nursing as-
sistant at UMASS Memorial, with 
pride. But as the excitement of put-
ting her nursing degree to use wore 
off, the harsh reality of bills, re-
sponsibility, and self-doubt set in.  

On her walks home from 
Beth Israel, Rouvina trudged down 
Longwood Avenue in dark blue 
Crocs, her ID swinging from the 
cinched waistband of her scrubs. 
To the outside world, she looked 
the part. But on the inside, she did 
not feel it. Instead, Rouvina felt 
what so many recent graduates 
feel — lost.    

Rouvina missed the predict-
ability of a school schedule, and 
soon found that the only thing she 
could regularly depend on were 
her anxiety dreams, which came to 
her nearly every night for months 
as she struggled to feel competent 
in a job that demands a quick pace 
and even quicker thinking.  

But while her experience is 
anything but enviable, at the very 
least, Rouvina had what many lib-
eral arts undergraduates often have 
to scramble for— a job. 

Zoe Cox, ‘07 Marketing 
alumna, started her job search 
with a positive attitude and a full 
resume. But as her cap and gown 
were pushed farther and farther 
back into her closet, Cox’s initial 
cheerfulness began to wear off. 

Soon, she says, she was 
spending 20 hours per week on her 
job search— much more than she 
had anticipated with a degree, an 

internship, and leadership experi-
ence under her belt. 

“Everyone says that entry 
level jobs are so easy, that they’re 
just waiting for you, but there are 
so many marketing or business ma-
jors graduating that it’s difficult to 
find one,” Cox says.

Even now, months later, Cox 
looks back on her job search with 
frustration. From her home in 
Brookline, Cox spent much of her 
search in front of her laptop. It did 
not take her long to figure out that 
Web sites like Monster.com and 
Craigslist were not speeding up the 
process. 

Hopeful for better options, 
Cox turned off her Mac and turned 
to Simmons. But she says it was 
the time she spent at the Career Re-
source Center (CRC) that proved 
most disappointing. 

“The career center needs a 
major face lift. Their resources 
are mostly geared toward graduate 
students, not toward undergrads,” 
Cox says. 

Cox went to the CRC three or 
four times, only to find job listings 
that were either geared toward  peo-
ple with years of experience.  Cox 
was also frustrated by the career 
fairs, which she found were geared 
mostly toward nursing majors.

But Cox eventually found 
helpful resources. Contacting pro-
fessors, as well as alumni through 
the Alumnae/i Relations Center, 
provided for the kind of network-
ing she so desperately needed. 

In the end, Cox says it took 
her nearly three months to find a 

Recovering from the post-Simmons slump

with a job that, with a little extra 
work, could become the career she 
has been hoping for. 

“Sometimes you have to take 
a job you don’t want in order to 
get the job you do want,” Cox says 
firmly. With another six months to 
a year of entry-level work ahead of 
her before she is considered for a 
position in marketing, Cox has to 
maintain a positive attitude, and if 
nothing else, just keep repeating 
that mantra.  

While Cox and Rouvina were 
caught off guard by their rough 
transition from school to work, 
Melissa Bourgoine, ‘07 Political 
Science alumna, says that she had 
anticipated hardship— but that it 
had not made it any easier. 

“It wasn’t just one friend who 
said to me, ‘I was miserable after 
school,’ it was a lot of people,” 
Bourgoine says, listing friends 
who took jobs just to pay the bills, 
jobs just for the sake of ending 
the search, and finally, jobs that 
seemed perfect, but turned out to 
be anything but. 

Over the course of one 
month, Bourgoine filled out more 
than 50 job applications, only to 
get five interviews. But after that 
anticipated, but still jarring rough 
patch, Bourgoine has hit her stride. 
An unexpected job opportunity 
surfaced from previous employers, 
landing her in the middle of New 

For recent graduates, the road from school to work is rocky

krisitn pitts

Leaving the comfort of Simmons can be difficult for Simmons graduates. Upon entering the workforce, many report 
feelings of stress and anxiety.

York City, working a job that, for 
now, works. 

But while most recent gradu-
ates have almost universal experi-
ences of turmoil, their stories have 
another common thread— that 
in the end, everything falls into 
place.

“A while ago I had a patient 
who said, ‘You are a fantastic 
nurse,’” Rouvina says, smiling. She 
then explains that after ten years 
with cancer, he had seen countless 
medical professionals. The fact 
that he had separated her as one of 
the best made Rouvina finally look 
at her strong points.

That patient marked a turn-
ing point in her career.  

The anxiety dreams stopped 
making their nightly visits, and 
the self-doubt that had clouded her 
thinking was replaced with confi-
dence. 

Now, when Rouvina drives 
home from Beth Israel, she turns 
on her CD player without worrying 
that she has left things undone. 

Over a year after starting on 
the Cardiac Floor, Rouvina says she 
has finally got the hang of things. 
Bourgoine and Cox agree.

“It’s a nice life,” Rouvina 
says. She stops, almost as if she 
has finished her thought, then turns 
to  add, “once you settle in and get 
used to it.”

kristin pitts

Senior Zoe Cox says that the time she spent on employment Web sites like Craigslist or Monster.com was mostly 
ineffective.

“It wasn’t just one 
friend who said to 
me, ‘I was miser-
able after school,’ 

it was a lot of 
people.”

~MeliSSa bourGoine,
’06 aluMna
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By Kristin Pitts
Staff Writer

Descriptions of Emma Willmann, 
senior, do not come in traditional 
adjectives. Her friends and profes-
sors start with a few— funny, at-
tentive, socially-conscious— but 
these answers, the rehearsed ones, 
have a way of stopping themselves 
mid-sentence.

Instead, what ends up taking 
over are the stories. Many revolve 
around Willmann taking a stand. 
Some are political, while others 
end with an awkward laugh and a 
“guess you had to be there.” But 
all center around the philosophy 
and communications double ma-
jor who, friends say, is hard to de-
scribe, but easy to like.

Vicky Latto, senior, says that 
she admires Willmann for the way 
she brought the Simmons commu-
nity together for the MASSequality 
fight for gay marriage, but follows 
it with a quirky story of getting lost 
in upstate New York.

“She’s the only person I’d 
want to be lost for four hours with,” 
Latto says.

Katherine Swanson, junior, 
says she first saw Willmann’s 
true character last summer on a 
women’s leadership conference in 
Washington, D.C. She and Will-
mann had just listened to an Iraqi 
woman speak about her abusive 
marriage and the way she escaped 
to the United States. While most 
would have been content to listen 
to the speaker and leave, Willmann 
took action.

“Emma had the idea that 
she would be a great speaker for 
Simmons, and after the presen-
tation Emma walked right up to 
her, struck up a conversation, con-
nected with her and got her contact 
info,” Swanson says.

Swanson couples that story 
with one about a 30-minute texting 
spree, when she and Willmann 
messaged each other about J.Crew 
sweater vests. 

From her student govern-
ment chair on the platform of room 
C-104, Willmann seems an unlike-
ly match for the range of anecdotes 
that are linked to her. She sits in 
confident silence. She has just said 

her announcement and now listens 
as the meeting progresses, turning 
to watch each senator as they share 
an opinion, make a vote, or second 
a motion.

A now integral member of 
the community, it seems hard to 
believe that four years ago, just set-
ting foot in a Simmons classroom 
felt like more than she should un-
dertake.

“I never did well in school. I 
got shuffled through the system ... 
I had been told outright and pas-
sively that academics weren’t for 
me,” Wilmann says. 

Problems at home kept her 
from getting the grades she want-
ed. She says that as she got older, 
the label she had been given over 
and over again began to sink in. 

Willmann grew up in rural 
Maine, where one blinking stop-
light controlled all the town’s traf-
fic, and the opening of a Subway 
drew a crowd so big, it rivaled the 
crowds outside of new clubs in 
Boston. 

“Everyone knew every-
one, and everyone probably knew 
your mother,” Willmann says. “I 
wouldn’t change growing up in ru-
ral America, but at the time it was 
a challenge.”

Although she stayed active 
in clubs and activities, and became 
the president of her high school 
class, Willmann always shied away 
from academics, thinking that just 
like everyone kept telling her, 
“they just weren’t her thing.”

But when she came to Sim-
mons, all of that changed.

“When I got into Simmons, I 
knew it was a stretch that I’d gotten 
here,” Willmann says. 

Rather than letting that 
mindset hold her back, though, 
Willmann used it to propel herself 
forward, joining groups and activi-
ties, and succeeding academically. 

Just a few days before her 
next student government meeting, 
Willmann sits in the Student Gov-
ernment Association (SGA) office 
with a Forbes magazine in her lap. 
She talks excitedly about the things 
she has a passion for— social jus-
tice issues, equality, politics, and 
the class that first got her thinking 
about these issues, Philosophy of 

She is Simmons: Willmann fights for social justice
Race Class and Gender.  

But she reserves the most ex-
citement for when she talks about 
the future. She has been reading bi-
ographies of entrepreneurs lately, a 
hobby that has gotten her mind and 
her imagination going. 

“I love the idea of a start-up,” 
she says. 

Among the other ideas she 
loves are graduate school, owning  
her own business, and running for 
congress. Her ideas, which come in 
excited outbursts and are usually 
followed by a laugh, do not seem to 
follow a typical path. 

But as her friends are quick 
to say, “that’s Emma.”

provided By eMMa WillMann

Emma Willmann poses with her father. 

provided By eMMa WillMann

Emma Willmann and her sister play dress up in 1991.

provided By eMMa WillMann

Emma Willmann poses with her mother and sister. Willmann grew up in 
Blue Hill, Maine, population 2,000.
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By Christina Lenis
Staff Writer

Four neatly dressed African men 
sit patiently in soft chairs on the 
seventh floor of a posh downtown 
hotel overlooking the boutiques 
and upscale restaurants that dot the 
Victoria and Albert Waterfront. 
But none is here as a tourist.

They are members of the 
Eritrean Movement for Democracy 
and Human Rights (EMDHR), an 
organization of refugees and exiles 
from the small northeast African 
state of Eritrea. Formed in 2003, 
the organization’s mission is to 
raise public awareness about the 
extensive human rights violations 
in their troubled homeland.

In 2000, they came to South 
Africa as students along with 600 
other Eritreans on scholarships 
from the World Bank. Seven years 
later, they are still here, now seek-
ing political asylum. They say their 
country— Africa’s newest na-
tion— is slipping deeper and deep-
er into despotism under a ruthless 
dictator who has kept Eritrea in a 
state of constant conflict with its 
neighbors, while brutally cracking 
down on dissent, all in the name of 
“national security.”

The EMDHR now plays a 
leading role among Eritrean refu-
gees and exiles around the world 
by means of print publications, a 
Web site (www.emdhr.org/), and 
radio programs in the Tigrinya lan-
guage that they relay to listeners by 
satellite. They also run workshops 
for Eritreans in South Africa, and 
attend human rights conferences 
elsewhere in Africa and in Europe, 
according to a spokesperson for the 
group. 

But it is the newly-secured 
rights to free speech and unfet-
tered political activity in South 
Africa, unique on the continent, 
that inspire this work and make it 
possible.  

Eritrea, a former Italian 
colony with a 600-mile coastline 
on the Red Sea, was swallowed 
up by landlocked Ethiopia in the 
1960s. Eritrean nationalists fought 
a thirty-year war for independence 
against successive U.S. and Soviet 
backed Ethiopian regimes before 
winning a stunning victory in 1991 
and installing the former liberation 
movement commander, Isaias Af-
werki, as the country’s new presi-
dent. 

But Eritrea went back to war 
with Ethiopia in 1998 over unre-
solved border issues, and it has 
remained in a state of active con-
frontation ever since, with United 
Nations troops keeping the two 
sides apart but with the prospect of 
renewed war never far away.

The year after these men 
came to South Africa, they say, 
their government rounded up 
hundreds of protesting university 
students and sent them to a desert 
work camp where several died of   
heat. 

Soon afterward, the govern-
ment, facing criticism for refusing 
to implement a constitution ratified 

in 1997, shut down the independent 
press and began arresting all its 
critics, including government min-
isters and former independence 
army veterans.

Today, the example of South 
Africa’s long and difficult fight for 
democracy gives these men hope-
as well as a base of operations for 
waging their own fight to change 
things at home. 

South Africa is the best place 
to do this, according to Emanuel 
Tsefayasus, who says he can expe-
rience here what he can only dimly 
imagine anywhere else he has been. 
He also gets to meet people from all 
over the world, which is very dif-
ferent from what he experienced at 
home as his country became more 
and more isolated and inhospitable 
to foreign visitors. Now he can or-
ganize his compatriots with no fear 
of retribution.

“You experience a bit of the 
whole world in South Africa,” adds 
Buruk Tekle, who says there are 
now thousands of Eritrean refu-
gees and more coming on a daily 
basis to escape the deteriorating 
political situation at home. 

However, they face new prob-
lems once in South Africa, where 
they may wait years for work 
permits, even as they encounter 
resentment from some South Af-
ricans who accuse them of taking 
their jobs. 

Many refugees set up infor-
mal businesses in order to survive, 
selling cheap consumer goods in 
the streets and hoping to avoid get-
ting robbed or mugged by the army 
of criminals that operate there. 

“As a refugee, you have to put 
a lot of effort to get a small change 
in your life as compared to the citi-
zens living here,” says Tekle.  

Tekle says he is now engaged 
in a complicated process to become 
a recognized refugee with defined 
rights under South African law. 

As a registered asylum seeker, he 
says he is granted the right to work 
and to study. But he quickly adds 
that in the workforce, xenophobia 
thrives. 

“Discrimination is always on 
the menu in South Africa,” says 
Yared Tseguy. “They have this race 
issue that’s still living.”

Tseguy says that South Afri-
cans treat people from elsewhere 
in Africa differently, stereotyping 
them according to where they are 
from just as others did to them un-
der apartheid, when race and eth-
nicity determined everything from 
where people lived and worked to 
whom they could date and what 
beaches they could use. And, he 
adds, the bureaucracy is so elabo-
rate that it must have been set up 
to stop people from getting refugee 
status.

South Africa’s Department 
of Home Affairs told him that, as 
an asylum seeker, he does not need 
a special work permit, he says, and 
that the basic working papers they 
gave him will be sufficient when 
applying for a job. However, when 
he has tried to do so, he says that 
employers invariably ask to see a 
proper work permit.

The Equal Employment Act, 
which is designed to help South 
Africans who were previously dis-
advantaged during apartheid, dis-
criminates against foreigners, he 
says. Individuals are hired based 
on the principle of “reparation” for 
past wrongs, giving blacks, “col-
oreds” and women an edge, but 
other Africans are left fending for 
whatever jobs are left— if any.

With a strong Constitution 
that promises basic human rights to 
all its people, South Africa has be-
come a model of democracy and an 
inspiration for him, and thousands 
of other Eritreans, says Tekle. But 
he wishes these principles would 
be applied to everyone in South 

Africa today, whatever their na-
tional origins.

Meanwhile, he hastens to add, 
the situation is far worse where he 
came from. 

“No new fresh ideas are ac-
cepted, and there is no room for 
negotiation on any issue,” says 
Tekle, who insists that this makes 
democratic change impossible in 
Eritrea. “We are not free because 
we are not guaranteed [any] rights 
that are taken for granted in other 
parts of the world.”

Tekle compares Eritrea to 
the darkest days of apartheid. He 
says his government not only de-
nies people freedoms of speech 
and press and assembly, making 
protest impossible; it sharply lim-
its what religion they can practice, 
and it restricts all movement inside 
the country, as well as travel in or 
out of it. It also requires all unmar-
ried women and men up to age 45 
to participate in an open-ended 
“national service,” which can mean 
military duty but also places thou-
sands of conscripts in unpaid jobs 
for businesses owned by the gov-
ernment or the ruling party.

In 2005, the U.S. named 
Eritrea a “country of particular 
concern” because of its religious 
freedom violations. Religion how-
ever, is just one aspect of the coun-
try controlled by the government. 
“You have no control of your life,” 
says Tekle. “You grow-up and you 
have to fit wherever the govern-
ment tells you.” 

The EMDHR started by pub-
licizing human rights violations 
within Eritrea. Members moved on 
to describe the experiences of the 
refugees, starting with why they 
were leaving their country, and 
what they faced once they were 
out.  

Today, they are a civic move-
ment with the goal of raising 
awareness of, and respect for, hu-

man rights principles among Eri-
treans at home and throughout the 
world. 

EMDHR members say they 
want the atrocities in Eritrea to 
end, but in a peaceful way. “We 
don’t want to change things with 
force,” says Tekle. “We are a non-
violent civic movement.”

Through their educational 
projects, which range from written 
publications and conferences, to 
interactive Web sites and weekly 
shortwave radio broadcasts in their 
native languages, they say that such 
awareness is steadily growing. And 
they say they are free to do all this 
because of the rights they enjoy in 
South Africa.

Satellite-based radio pro-
gramming is listened to through-
out Eritrea, and is the most diffi-
cult form of communication for the 
Eritrean government to control, 
according to Tekle, who says that 
EMDHR’s twice-a-day broadcasts 
have a large following. 

“Our radio is mainly a civil 
action,” says Tekle, who hopes this 
will inspire his beleaguered sisters 
and brothers at home to take action 
for their rights, much as South Af-
rica has inspired him. 

“Let’s rise and say, ‘No, we 
don’t want this anymore, we have 
to change the country,’” he says.

The Cape Town chapter of 
EMDHR is trying to get a book 
published in their national lan-
guage, Tigrinya, on the stories of 
political prisoners in Eritrea. 

In 2005 they helped other 
EMDHR chapters create the mag-
azine Meseley, which promotes 
non-violent action against the gov-
ernment in order to get back their 
rights.

“We want to educate the peo-
ple. We don’t want to paint political 
ideas on anyone because the paint 
might go off the  next summer. We 
don’t want to do that— we want 
some permanent solution to the 
problem,” says Tekle.

“If the people understand 
what’s going on, change will come, 
because it will come from within 
everyone, from within all Eri-
treans, and I wish the impact could 
hit all of Africa because other Af-
rican brothers and sisters are also 
experiencing the same problems,” 
says Tekle with a gleam in his eye.

“We wish that everyone in 
Africa could think about rights. We 
believe that the will of the people 
is the most powerful thing— that 
is what we are trying to achieve,” 
says Tekle. “We have this opportu-
nity, and we want to use this op-
portunity.”

“This is just a start,” he adds. 
“We can make demonstrations be-
cause we are living in a democratic 
country in South Africa, but we 
hope we will one day carry these 
demonstrations to [the Eritrean 
capital] Asmara, and everyone can 
join us.”

Refugees find base in South Africa

This article is the seventh in a series of articles about human rights in South Africa. The series is the outcome 
of COMM-328 Human Rights in South Africa, which Professor Dan Connell led for the second time last 
Spring. For more articles on South Africa, look for weekly installments in The Simmons Voice. 

kristin pitts

Refugees often come to South Africa to escape oppression and get an education. The University of Witswatersrand, 
pictured above, in Johannesburg is a destination for many refugee students.
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Betty’s offers fusion and fun in 
flavorful dishes
By Catalina Rojo
Staff Writer

Right across the street from Sym-
phony Hall is a small, chrome, and 
florescent diner. From outside, this 
diner looks like it came straight out 
of the 1950s, complete with Frank 
Sinatra music. Inside, however, 
there is a much different energy. 

While the exterior might be 
reminiscent of a cheap diner serv-
ing meatloaf and apple pie, Betty’s 
Wok and Noodle Diner is an up-
scale, casual restaurant featuring 
Asian-Latin fusion  noodle and 
rice dishes. 

According to their Web site 
,“Betty’s Wok and Noodle Diner 
has turned the notion of a diner 
on its head,” and they truly have. 
Award-winning architect Peter   
Niemitz designed a cozy, yet retro, 
interior to complement the laid-
back cuisine. 

Everything about this restau-
rant says fusion, from the architec-
ture, to the décor, to the music, and 
most of all, the flavors. 

Appetizers, like everything 
else at Betty’s, have Asian and  

Latin American flavors. 
In the mood for Latino fla-

vor? The Sweet Fried Plantains 
come with a lime sauce which is 
sure to wake anyone up. 

Want to try an Asian dish? 
The Golden Shrimp Rangoon puts 
a new twist on the traditional crab 
rangoon usually seen on Chinese 
restaurant menus. 

Want to try it all? The Mondo 
Bongo Combo Sampler has sam-
ples from both Asian and Latin fla-

vor combinations. Do not be scared 
to try the sauces; they are made to 
go with each specific dish.

While waiting for your ap-
petizer and entrée, sip on a unique 
sake specialty drink from Betty’s 
original bar. Betty’s has been 
making sake cocktails since 1999, 
long before they were considered 
trendy. 

Their sake mojito is made 
with sake, fresh mint, and lime 
juice. The famous sake rojito is  
made with plum sake, cranberry 
juice, and fresh limes. These are 
among the most famous and most 
delicious cocktails. 

Entrées include either noodles 
or rice, and beef, shrimp, chicken, 
or vegetables. The vegetable selec-
tion comes with two choices: either 
a personalized veggie selection 
from the vegetable bar, which is 
stocked with various types of veg-
etables, or the chef’s choice veg-
etable combo. 

The finishing touch is a selec-
tion of one of the “Lucky 7” sauc-
es, each of which offers a different 
taste. The Cuban Chipotle-Citrus 
sauce and the Fiery Kung Pao 

sauce are their specialties. Theses 
personilized concoctions are then 
cooked by Betty’s “wok wizards” 
in an open-air kitchen in the back 
of the small restaurant. 

The dessert selection includ-
ed many tempting options includ-
ing “Betty’s famous creamy slice 
of heaven,” the  Coconut Custard 
Quesillo, which is Betty’s version 
of flan. 

Also, the  Choco Cherry Coco 
Cake, a chocolate layer cake with 
cherries, coconut, crushed peanuts, 
and chocolate sauce, offers  an in-
teresting blend of flavors.

Betty’s Wok and Noodle Din-
er is an experience that requires all 
the senses. Since it is such a small 
and intimate restaurant in the heart 
of the Symphony area, it is crucial 
to make reservations. 

Be sure to leave enough time 
before and after the meal to soak in 
the unique environment. The food 
will come out fast, but the dishes 
are large, so the experience can be 
leisurely. 

Everything about 
this restaurant 
says fusion, from 
the architecture, 
to the décor, to 
the music, and 
most of all, the 
flavors. 

Betty’s Wok and 
Noodle Bar

Address: 
250 Huntington Ave., Bos-

ton, MA 02115

Parking:
On street parking

Reservations:
617.424.1950

Hours:
Monday – Thursday, Sun-

day 12noon – 10pm
Friday and Saturday 

12noon – 11pm

Unique Asian-Latin inspired noodle bar in the heart of Symphony

A Capella Fest was a hit
By Carley Caldes
Staff Writer

The Simmons Sirens hosted “A 
Cappella Fest” on Oct. 29, per-
formed along with four other a 
cappella groups from the Boston 
area. There were two groups from 
Northeastern, one from Brandeis, 
and one group from Assumption 
College in Worcester. 

A policewoman, Tom Cruise, 
several fairies, and a Red Sox 
player took the stage first. The 
Sirens, wearing their Halloween 
costumes, began the event with the 
Ghostbusters theme song.  

An a cappella performance is 
unlike any other. The voice is the 
only instrument used, and the re-
sult is surprising. 

The Sirens’ sound was out-
standing. It was a pleasant surprise 
to hear the clear female vocals pro-
jected over an “orchestra” of chat-
tering teeth and beat-boxing-like 
noises.   

Brandeis’ Company B is one 
of the oldest performing groups at 
their school. They demonstrated 
their talents with some of the more 
interesting sounds of the night. 
This group incorporated a lot of 
movement in their show, with sev-
eral members playing air guitar. 

Company B sang “One Love,” 
a rendition of the Bob Marley song, 
and their soloist had a surprisingly 
delicate voice. This was the first co-
ed group to perform, and the sound 
resounded throughout Quadside. 

They finished their perfor-
mance with “I Love That Dirty 
Water,” which one soloist said was 
in honor of the Red Sox. This was 
enough to get the entire audience 
clapping and singing along. 

Northeastern’s Distilled Har-
mony was the biggest group of the 

night. They completely filled the 
stage, with their members all in 
black. Their two female soprano 
singers managed to project their 
“blaclooalooabadoo” over the 
sound of the other singers.  

Distilled Harmony connected 
most with the audience out of all 
the groups of the night. They sang 
“Sweet Caroline” and “Thriller,” 
both of which elicited clapping, 
dancing, and singing from the en-
tire audience. 

The energy from the previ-
ous groups did not overshadow As-
sumption College’s Offbeats. As 
one of the two all-male a cappella 
groups performing, Offbeats made 
a splash with their first song. 

Perhaps the most entertain-
ing part of the performance was 
the drum sound made by one of its 
members. Unlike the other groups, 
the Offbeats did not settle in be-
tween their sets. 

Instead, they communicated 
with the crowd and engaged in dia-
logue that seemed to be a part of 
a routine. During the few minutes 
they were on stage, the audience 
was either laughing at their jokes 
or listening intently to their songs. 

Last to perform before the 
Sirens encore performance was 
Northeastern’s second group, the 
Bassix. The second all-male group 
of the night, they gave the best per-
formance of the show. 

They were casual in their 
performance, comfortable on the 
stage, and they performed more 
contemporary songs than the other 
groups.  

The Bassix’s first soloist had 
the best voice of the night. His 
sound carried through Quadside, 
hypnotizing audience members. 

While the other groups had 
coordinated their outfits, Bassix 

performed in jeans and t-shirts or 
sweatshirts. Although they were 
the last to perform, it was definite-
ly worth the wait. 

Get involved.
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Some Like it Hot 
(1959)
In this film, two struggling musi-
cians witness the St. Valentine’s 
Day Massacre and try to find a 
way out of Chicago before they are 
found and killed by the mob. 

However, the only job they 
can find is with an all-girl band 
on their way to a show in Florida. 
The two decide that they are in too 
deep to stay in Chicago, so they 
join the band. Once they join, they 
find that they are each hiding their 
own problems in addition to their 
genders. 

Joe, who becomes Josephine 
(Tony Curtis), falls in love with 
the lead singer and ukulele player 
of the group, Sugar Kane (Marilyn 
Monroe). 

Jerry, who becomes Daphne 
(Jack Lemmon), is hounded by 
multi-millionaire Osgood Fielding, 
who thinks he really is a woman. 

Trouble really begins to brew 
when the Chicago mob Joe and 
Jerry witnessed on Valentine’s Day 
shows up in Florida for a conven-
tion. 

It is funny to imagine Lem-
mon and Curtis in flapper dresses 
and heels. They were two of the 
first female impersonators on 
screen. 

It has been said that the stu-
dio could have shot this movie in 

color because the technology was 
available, but they chose not to be-
cause the makeup was so horrible. 

Overall, this movie is an 
uproarious comedy, even named 
“funniest movie of all time” by 
the American Film Institute. The      
Premiere Web site also voted 
Some Like it Hot as one of “The 50 
Greatest Comedies of All Time” in 
2006.

Arsenic and Old Lace 
(1944)
The Brewster family may look 
sweet and innocent, but sisters 
Martha and Abby develop a very 
bad habit. It seems they murder 
lonely old men by poisoning wine, 
thinking of it as charity. 

They then pass off the dead 
bodies as “yellow fever” victims to 
their nephew Teddy, who thinks he 
is Teddy Roosevelt. Then the aunts 
convince him to bury the bodies in 
the cellar, which he thinks is the 
Panama Canal. 

Enter their other nephew, 
Mortimer (Cary Grant), who is 
an author well known for his be-
liefs against marriage. Turns out, 
he was just married himself, and 
while trying to break the news to 
his aunts, finds them up to their old 
tricks. 

Yet another nephew, Jona-

thon (Raymond Massey), returns 
to the home after years of fleeing 
the authorities. He murdered men 
and used their faces to change his, 
making him look like Boris Kar-
loff. 

This zany, comedy/thriller is 
sure to both keep up the suspense 
and have viewers rolling on the 
floor laughing. Originally a Broad-
way play, this movie went unre-
leased for three years waiting for 
its run to finish. 

The original play was ex-
tremely successful, and ran for 
1,444 performances in the 1940’s. 

The Lady Eve 
(1941)
On a transatlantic ocean liner, re-
sourceful, sophisticated, and al-
luring Jean Harrington (Barbara 
Stanwyck) takes advantage of the 
innocent, yet slow-thinking heir 
to a brewery fortune, Charles Pike 
(Henry Fonda). 

In slapstick scenes through-
out the film, he “falls” for Jean 
literally and figuratively. But the 
young millionaire soon finds out 
that she is the daughter of a card 
shark, and believes she is only after 
him for his money. 

In fact, he is right. He ends 
up leaving her at the dock, believ-
ing he will never see her again. 

Classic movies are classic for a reason
By Catalina Rojo
Staff Writer

New releases and blockbuster hits 
have their place, and are great flicks 
to watch with friends and kick back 
with a bag of popcorn. Many great 
classic films have much more to of-
fer than one might expect.  

Old black and white movies 
get a bad rap today. People look at 
them and assume they are boring 
and dry. However, there are many 
classic black and white movies that 
are far from dull. 

Among the many classic, cult 
black and white comedy favorites 
include Some Like it Hot, Arsenic 
and Old Lace, and The Lady Eve. 

These movies are not only 
clever and witty, but hilarious 
without being degrading or overtly 
sexualized. Yes, each of these mov-
ies has its sharp double entendres, 
but they are performed tastefully.

Next time, try one of these 
hilarious classic comedies rather 
than a newer, more poplular block-
buster. Introduce others to classic 
black and white films and they 
might discover a new favorite 
movie. 

In order to get back at him, 
Jean finagles her way into his life  
once again. A few years later he 
meets a woman who looks exactly 
like Jean, only much more sophis-
ticated and polished. 

When he brings up the sub-
ject, Jean’s counterpart “Lady Eve 
Sidwich” tells him that the woman 
he thinks she is is her half-sister. 

Charles falls in love with 
“Lady Eve” and, based on his fa-
thers push towards the aristocracy, 
decides to marry her. On their wed-
ding night train trip, however, she 
reveals her numerous love affairs, 
causing Charles to leave her. 

On yet another transatlan-
tic voyage a short while after, he 
meets up again with Jean, the same 
fun-loving, funny daughter of a 
card shark. 

By film’s end, however, she 
is tempted and falls for her own 
prey. She reveals that she in fact 
disguised herself as “Lady Eve” 
and he reveals that he knew it all 
along. 

The Lady Eve was nomi-
nated for an Academy Award for 
Best Writing and Original Story, 
and has been deemed “culturally 
significant” by the Library of Con-
gress. It was selected for preserva-
tion in the U.S. National Film Reg-
istry in 1944.  

allposters.coM

For slapstick comedy with a morbid edge, look to Cary Grant in 
Arsenic and Old Lace.

allposters.coM

Watch Jack Lemmon and Tony Curtis swish their hips in skirts 
and heels in Some Like it Hot. 

allposters.coM

Barbara Stanwyck is the ultimate femme fatal with a comical 
edge in The Lady Eve.

investigate rumors. create controversy. see both sides. see shows for free. review movies. music. theater. books. capture kodak moments. enjoy late-night moments. explore 
the night life. evaluate student life. meet amazing students. impress professors. impress your mom. see your name in print. express yourself. argue your point. go behind the 

scenes. know before your neighbors. get the inside scoop. 
poke fun at pop culture. meet musicians. actors. politicians. experts. make a difference. fight for your rights. make people think. 

make people laugh. tell a story in pictures. create an image in words. question the status quo. keep people on their toes. win awards. give out awards. be part of something 
larger than yourself. make new friends. learn new skills. 

share your skills with others. understand other perspectives. discover the power of your own voice. get a reaction. write. draw. photograph. opine. design. edit. lay out.
get involved. 

join the simmons voice. 
the possibilities are endless.

8 p.m. Sundays.
arnold hall basement.

bring your friends.
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By Liz Hannigan
Staff Writer

This fall, five Simmons athletic 
teams pushed themselves, compet-
ed against some of the top teams in 
the country, won tough games, and 
lost heartbreaking matches.

The Simmons Crew team 
competed in four races this fall, 
including the famous Head of the 
Charles Regatta.  At the Head of the 
Charles, the Varsity-4 boat, con-
sisting of Regina Yopak, Elisabeth 
Schwarz, Nicole Richards, Whit-
ney Airgood, and coxswain Nicole 
Gallant, earned a silver medal, the 
best in the school’s history.  The 
Varsity-8 boat also competed and 

By Elizabeth Fineberg-
Lombardi
contributinG Writer

Unless you have been living un-
der a very large rock, you already 
know that the Red Sox won the 
World Series. With the Sox win-
ning the first four of seven games, 
it was a clean sweep. 

The series kicked off on Oc-
tober 24, with game one at Fenway 
Park. Josh Beckett struck out the 
first four Rockies up at bat and con-
tinued to wipe out the competition 
through the seventh inning. Dustin 
Pedroia started off the night with a 
home run in the first inning, which 
was followed by two more. The 
Rockies got their first and only run 
of the night while the Sox racked 
up another one. In the fifth inning, 
the Sox took their lead and ran with 
it, scoring seven runs by making 
six hits and three walks when the 
bases were loaded. The final score 
was a crushing 13-1. 

Game two was closer as the 
Rockies led off the first inning 
with a run. Pitchers Curt Schilling, 
Hideki Okajima, and Jonathan 
Papelbon made sure not to let the 
Rockies score any other runs the 
rest of the game. Captain Jason 
Varitek hit a pop fly in the fourth 
allowing his teammate to score the 
tying run. Then in the fifth Mike 
Lowell scored the last and tie-
breaking hit of the night. 

Arguably the most nail-biting 
game of the series was game three, 
played in Colorado. The Sox came 
out strong, when in the third inning, 
rookie Jacoby Ellsbury hit two 
doubles. Daisuke Matsuzaka also 

Fall athletes wrap up for winter

scored in the third with a two-RBI 
single and the bases loaded. Mat-
suzaka also pitched five scoreless 
innings, and the sixth with no runs. 
The Rockies came back in the sixth 
scoring two runs, and seventh in-
ning where Rockies’ Matt Holliday 
scored a three-run homer, making 
it a one run game. Boston got back 
on their game in the eighth inning, 
when rookies Ellsbury and Dustin 
Pedroia brought home Julio Lugo 
and Coco Crisp with two RBI dou-
bles. Varitek brought Lowell home 
after he stole third base. Papelbon 
did not allow any more runs for the 
Rockies, leaving the final score at 
10-5.

Game four started off with 
Ellsbury hitting a double on the 
first pitch and advancing off of 
Pedroia’s groundout. David Ortiz, 
who up until this point had not 
been hitting well, brought Ells-
bury home on a RBI single. The 
fifth inning brought in another run 
by Boston, and in the seventh in-
ning Lowell hit a home run giving 
Boston a 3-0 lead. The Rockies an-
swered in the seventh when Brad 
Hawpe scored with a home run. 
Boston tacked on one more run 
in the eighth with a home run by 
Bobby Kielty. In the bottom of the 
eighth the Rockies got a hit off Sox 
pitcher Hideki Okajima with a two 
run homer. Papelbon was brought 
into relieve Okajima and saved the 
night, striking out Seth Smith to 
win the World Series for the sec-
ond time in four years. It really is 
so good, so good.

 

beat Marquette University Row-
ing Club, Bryn Mawr College, and 
Clark University.

Another racing highlight 
for crew was the New Hampshire 
Championships, where the Varsi-
ty-4, Varsity-8 and Novice-8 all 
claimed first place finishes.  Naomi 
Rudov, Novice Crew Coach, said 
that after the team’s successful fall, 
she is optimistic for the spring sea-
son.  “The team is looking to build 
on these early performances . . . for 
a strong spring racing season in 
2008,” Rudov said.

The Simmons Field Hockey 
team ended their season 7-9, and 
4-3 in the North Atlantic Confer-
ence (NAC).  Simmons was ranked 

fifth in the NAC, and lost to fourth 
seed Lasell in a quarterfinal match-
up. Sophomore transfer Austyn 
Joaquin and freshman Kelsey La-
penas were named NAC rookie of 
the week during the season.  “This 
season was definitely a building 
year toward the future success of 
Simmons Field Hockey. You’re 
going to see great things from 
this team,” said senior tri-captain 
Cammy Keiler.

Simmons Soccer ended their 
season with an 8-9-2 overall re-
cord, and 7-4-2 record in the Great 
Northeast Atlantic Conference 
(GNAC).  As the sixth seed, Sim-
mons was matched up against third 
seed Emerson, and lost 1-0 in the 
quarterfinals. Although their sea-
son ended early, Simmons soccer 
was still considered a fierce com-
petitor.  Varsity Soccer coach Erica 
Mastrogiacomo said, “Three of 
our four conference losses were by 
only one goal, which demonstrates 
how competitive we are within our 
conference.” 

Senior standout and tri-cap-
tain Sarah Daniel agreed.  “We 
gave all the teams a run for their 
money and we almost beat Em-
manuel, our rival and the regular 
season GNAC champs,” she said.  
Daniel was named to the GNAC 
Weekly Honor Roll during the sea-
son, along with sophomore Rachel 
Elliott, and freshman Allie Meg-
na, who was also named GNAC 
Rookie of the Week.  Senior An-

drea Caldwell was named GNAC 
Player of the Week on Oct. 24.  The 
team has a hopeful outlook for the 
future, and Coach Mastrogiacomo 
said they are going to train in Italy 
this March.

The Simmons College Tennis 
team had a heartbreaking season.  
After winning the GNAC Champi-
onship for the past three years, the 
sharks failed to obtain the confer-
ence title for a fourth year.  The 
team fell to the number one seed, 
Suffolk, in the finals.  Simmons se-
niors Alex Yudelevich and Kendra 
Currier were named to the GNAC 
All Conference Team, and sopho-
more Dominika Hudcova earned 
Second Team honors.  Yudelevich 
was also named GNAC Player of 

Red Sox sweep Rockies

the Year, and freshman Maile Ma-
cleod was named Rookie of the 
Year.

Although the team did not 
have the happy ending Yudelevich 
was hoping for, she said she is still 
happy with her decision to play 
college tennis. “It’s definitely a bit-
ter sweet ending,” she said, “but it 
has been the best experience as a 
college student to represent Sim-
mons tennis.” 

Coach Bob Rauseo agreed.  
“This team showed incredible char-
acter both on and off the court,” he 
said.

In Simmons Volleyball, the 
GNAC added three new teams to 
the program, which made volley-
ball competition much stiffer.  That 
proved costly to the Simmons Vol-
leyball team, as they did not make 
the post-season tournament.  Vol-
leyball ended their season 8-14, 4-9 
in the GNAC.

Although the team did not 
make the tournament, they were 
still considered a threat to GNAC 
foes.  Simmons Volleyball was 
ranked second in the conference 
for serving aces, averaging 3.62 
per game, and volleyball was 
ranked fifth in the conference 
for assists per game and kills per 
game.  Freshman Nicole Loring 
was ranked ninth in the conference 
for serving 39 aces, and freshman 
Chelsea Smith was ranked seventh 
in the conference with digs, aver-
aging 4.84 digs per match.  

provided By anne hennigan

Senior Kendra Currier returns a serve to her opponent.

provided By anne hennigan

First-year Kayla Alfonso (left) looks on as junior Jill McCarthy and senior Natalie West set up a corner hit.

provided By anne hennigan

Sophomore Rachel Elliott clears the 
goal .
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Get up close and personal with the facts
By Kimberly Tran
Staff Writer 

Flyers are posted on the walls of 
Simmons College’s residence cam-
pus to inform everyone that an 
unnamed student has developed a 
staph infection. News stations have 
broadcasted that a possible epi-
demic called the “superbug” may 
arise across all college campuses. 
However, the infection has been 
widely misconstrued as an incur-
able, highly contagious disease. 
Here are the facts. 

Background Check
Staphylococcus aureus, also known 
as “staph,” is a bacterium found in 
the nose and skin of predominantly 
healthy people. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), 25 to 30 percent 

of the population carries staph, but 
do not have infections. An infection 
often occurs when the bacteria gets 
into a cut, and can usually be treat-
ed with antibiotics. There are staph 
infections that have developed a 
resistance to antibiotic treatment. 
The most commonly known is me-
thicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus (MRSA).

Staph infections often cause 
skin infections, and symptoms can 
range from pimples and boils to 
bloodstream infections and pneu-
monia. According to the CDC, 
staph and MRSA occur most com-
monly in hospitals and health care 
facilities. These infections are usu-
ally due to patients’ susceptibil-
ity to disease and infections, and 
medical procedures that include 
dialysis, surgery, and catheters. 

By Kristin Pitts
Staff Writer

According to a recent study done 
by Nancie Herbold, Ed.D., R.D., 
and Elizabeth Scott, Ph.D., bottles, 
when handled improperly, can be a 
hazard to an infant’s health.

The study, entitled, “Hygiene 
and Health: a Pilot Study Describ-
ing Infant Formula Preparation and 
Feeding Practices of Mothers,” in-
volved 15 female subjects who al-
lowed researchers to monitor them 
as they prepared and fed formula to 
their infants. 

“A lot of work has been done 
on breast feeding and safe prepara-
tion in food for the whole family, 
but there wasn’t a lot of research 
out there in preparing formulas,” 
Herbold said. She then explains 
that, given the fact that infants ac-
count for a vulnerable portion of 
the population, research needs to 
be done to demonstrate the impor-
tance of proper feeding practices. 
The results of the study, according 
to the researchers, were alarming.

Before she presented the out-
come of the study at last Tuesday’s 
infant feeding lecture, Scott asked 
the audience to keep in mind that 
the practices they observed were 
especially surprising given that 
the subjects knew they were being 
watched. 

Still, that did not mean that 
all of them prepared the formula 

Put down that baby bottle

Hospitalized patients with a staph 
infection usually develop urinary 
tract infections (UTI), bloodstream 
infections, infections around surgi-
cal wounds, and pneumonia. 

Healthier people, who have 
not been hospitalized nor had any 
medical procedure, may develop 
a community associated MRSA 
(CA-MRSA). CA-MRSA is usu-
ally a skin infection in the form 
of pimples and boils. According to 
the WebMD Web site, CA-MRSA 
occurs commonly among people 
who live in college dorms or expe-
rience a lot of skin-to-skin contact 
(e.g. athletic teams, prisoners, and 
military recruits). 

Symptoms
According to the WebMD Web 
site, the symptoms of MRSA vary 
depending on its location. When 
there is an infection in the skin or 
in a wound, the area appears swol-
len, red, painful, and is filled with 
pus. When the infection occurs in 
the lungs, it may result in pneumo-
nia, and cause shortness of breath, 
chills, and fevers.

If a patient is already being 
treated for an infection caused by 
staph, it is important to watch for 
signs of improvement. If the infec-
tion spreads or does not improve 
after four days, or a fever devel-
ops, a doctor must be contacted 
immediately. People with weak 
immune systems are at a greater 
risk of getting MRSA.

Treatment and Prevention
If an infection is suspected, a sam-

ple of the infected wound, blood, 
or urine is sent to a lab for analysis. 
At the lab, the bacteria is cultured 
and tested with antibiotics. This 
test determines which antibiotics 
can effectively kill the bacteria, 
according to the WebMD Web 
site. An infection may be treated in 
various ways. The doctor may de-
cide to drain the wound, prescribe 
antibiotic medicine, give an intra-
venous antibiotic, or resort to hos-
pitalization. If hospitalization is 
required, the infected person may 
also be isolated in order to prevent 
the spread of bacteria. People with 
a CA-MRSA infection may not 
require antibiotic treatment, but 
instead may undergo a minor sur-
gical procedure to open and drain 
the sores.

Practicing good hygiene is 
important in order to prevent a 
staph infection. According to the 
WebMD Web site, washing hands 
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properly, or that they even washed 
their hands before doing so. 

The researchers found that 
only four of the 15 caregivers 
washed their hands before han-
dling their infant’s bottle. Many 
owned large containers of dry for-
mula, which presented potential 
issues with contamination, given 
that some caregivers used their 
bare hands to grab the scoop from 
within the container. The study 
found that only eight of the bottles 
were properly cleaned before use, 
and that many of the refrigerators 
were either too hot or cold to main-
tain a safe temperature for an in-
fant’s bottle.

The researchers attribute 
much of this carelessness to grave 
misconceptions regarding food-
borne illnesses. Before presenting 
their findings, Scott and Herbold 
pointed out that each year there 
are approximately 5,000 deaths in 
the United States due to foodborne 
illnesses. They also mentioned 
that each year there are approxi-
mately 76 million cases worldwide 
of reported foodborne illness-
es—15,000 of those happen in the 
United States. Experts believe that 
there are a large number of cases 
that go unreported.

Herbold said that one of the 
biggest myths regarding foodborne 
illnesses is that they can only be 
acquired from restaurants or take-
out. Generally, people do not want 
to believe that the food they pre-
pare in their home could be poten-
tially harmful. This study proves 
otherwise. 

On completion of their study, 
Herbold and Scott decided that 
hand washing needs to be greatly 
improved.

“[Hand washing] is such a 
simple thing that you would think 
everyone would know,” Herbold 
said. She continues to say that hand 
washing is the easiest and most 
effective way to prevent cross-
contamination and food borne ill-
nesses.

Though improper hand wash-
ing can be a key component to fos-

tering foodborne illnesses, other 
more subtle things, like a chipped 
bottle, can play an equally hazard-
ous role.

“One of the things you want 
to do is inspect your bottles for 
cracks and chips. If you have that 
and bacteria gets into the crack, it’s 
not going to get washed away,” said 
Herbold. Of the subjects observed, 
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“A lot of work 
has been done on 
breast feeding and 
safe preparation in 
food for the whole 
family, but there 

wasn’t a lot of re-
search out there in 

preparing 
formulas,”

~ nancie herbold, ed.d, r.d.

none of them inspected their bottles 
for cracks and chips before feeding 
their babies. 

Overall, researchers want 
the public to know that they are 
not pushing formula feeding as the 
preferred method. 

“We still know and believe 
that breast is best,” Herbold said.

with soap and warm water or us-
ing alcohol-based hand sanitizers 
has proved to be an efficient way 
to stop the spread of germs. People 
who are carriers of staph should 
cover and clean their cuts and avoid 
contact with anyone else’s wounds. 
People with staph bacteria should 
avoid sharing towels, washcloths, 
razors, and clothing. If sheets, tow-
els, and clothing are infected, they 
must be washed with warm water 
and detergent and dried in a hot 
dryer, not air-dried, to get rid of 
the bacteria.

The “superbug” myths revealed to be mostly hype

Get active.
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And Then There Was the Word
A column about our language: My Last 
Word on Advertising Words

Bonjour, mes amies
By Shannon Brown
 Staff Writer

If you have ever wanted to know 
what people from the Czech Re-
public think of our city, and you 
probably have, your answer would 
be, “All I know about Boston is the 
Boston drinking party.”

I learned this while talking 
with a very nice Czech man who 
I met when I arrived in Prague 
during my vacation last week. 
He helped me and one of my best 
friends from high school who I 
traveled with, Becca, get all the 
way from the airport to our hostel. 
This included a bus, a train, and 
lots of walking. 

The Good Samaritan, or “our 
new friend” as we called him, was 
referring to Boston’s infamous 
Boston Tea Party. 

Our friend was not the first or 
the last generous Czech that I met 
throughout my week-long voyage. 
The night before, I met up in Paris 
with my sophomore-year- room-
mate from Simmons who is study-
ing in Granada this semester, and 
some of her friends from her pro-
gram. We had a blast just seeing 
the sights and hanging out. 

One of my favorite things 
we did was an evening picnic in 
the park next to the Eiffel Tower, 
which is absolutely stunning when 
it sparkles at night. Everyone 
brought something: bread, cheese, 
fruit, chocolate, wine, champagne, 
and even a borrowed cheap ho-
tel blanket. The one thing no one 
thought to bring was a cork screw. 

Luckily, we were sitting 
near two guys, about our age, that 
we could see were happily enjoy-
ing one of France’s finest exports. 
They lent us their cork screw and 
then struck up a conversation with 
us. 

It turned out that they were 
Czech and leaving the next day 
to go home to Prague. When they 
found out that I was also heading 
there the next day, they offered me 
a ride. Although it is a nice gesture, 
they seemed to think that it made 
more sense for me to hop in a car 
with two guys I had never met be-
fore and ride with them for many 
hours, than for me to take the flight 
that I had already purchased a tick-
et for with one of my best friends 
from home.

The next morning Becca and 
I met up and were on our way to 
the airport. There was one little 
problem, according to the compre-
hensive list of air lines written on 
the wall of the special airport tram, 
ours did not exist. 

Luckily, there were two 
friendly looking flight attendants 

on the train, and Becca is one of 
the least shy people on Earth. Once 
they realized our dilemma, they 
walked us right up to the check-in 
area and read all of the numbers and 
letters until they found our flight. 
They really saved us. We still have 
yet to figure out how HAAN AIR 
became Sky Europe. But it got us 
to Prague. 

And it could not have been 
better. Prague is a gorgeous little 
city with beautiful buildings in all 
different colors. It is really like no 
place that I have ever been before.

Becca and I stayed in a great 
hostel right in the center of the city 
not too far from the river. It was the 
first time I had ever done that and I 
am happy to say that I had a great 
first hostel experience. We had hot 

By Sidney Berger Ph.D.
profeSSor of coMMunicationS 

Last week I talked about the lan-
guage of advertisers.  Many people 
contacted me and said that I left out 
lots of stuff.  So here is more of the 
same.

As I said, advertisers will say 
anything to sell a product.  How 
about this ploy:  “Be the first in 
your neighborhood to drive the 
SUV Gas Guzzler.”  What is it 
about being the first in a neighbor-
hood?  Does that make us better? 
Smarter? More enviable?  You 
could be the first to get 7 miles per 
gallon.  The first to get into a roll-
over accident.  What’s the big deal 
about being first?  

And while we are on the sub-
ject of vehicles, did you know that 
there is no such thing as a used car 
anymore?  Oh, no.  Any car that is 
not new now is “pre-owned.”  Peo-
ple do not want used goods.  But 
pre-owned is OK.  What genius 
thought that one up?  Are people so 
stupid that they would buy a pre-
owned car, but would shy away 
from a used one?  

Another phrase we see with 
cars is “low-mileage.”  What is 
“low”?  Ten miles; a thousand; 
250,000?  Maybe the seller means 
that the car gets low mileage.  
Great, when the price of gas is 
flirting with $3.00 a gallon again.  
But a low-mileage American car or 
a low-mileage Yugo has a quicker 
death than a high-mileage Toyota.  
So what is the big deal about low 
mileage?

Sometimes you will see that 
spelled “Lo Mileage.”  As in “Lo 
Fat” and “Lo Cal.”  Did these folks 
run out of “W’s?”  The calorie 
thing is silly.  Maybe the sugges-
tion is that the “W” is a fat letter, 
and by taking it out, the “calorie” 
thing looks skinnier.  

It is all a subtle way of sug-
gesting that the product is good for 
the diet.  Another thing I dislike is 
when you see the words “less calo-
ries.”  That should be “fewer calo-
ries.”  But grammar was never the 
strong point of advertisers.

Anyone remember the adver-
tisement for Winston cigarettes?  
“Winstons taste good like a ciga-
rette should.”  This was spoken and 
sung, and the catchy little tune was 
supposed to make the smoker link 
onto the Winston brand.  There was 
an outcry from many in the public, 
who pointed out that that “like” 
should be “as.”  So in the follow-
up ads the company flaunted their 
bad grammar by saying, “What do 
you want, good grammar or good 
taste?”  

This is one of those either/
or fallacies in which you are given 
only two choices:  do you want to 
die of lung cancer or do you want 
to die of throat cancer?  The fal-
lacy lies in the choices:  as if there 
are only two of them.  What about 
not dying at all?!  That is a pretty 
good choice.  The ad did not apolo-
gize for the bad grammar of the 
previous ad; all it did was parade 
its stupidity, saying you can have 
good grammar or good taste, but 
not both.  The advertisers, more-
over, never acknowledged that the 
coffin nails they were selling tasted 
like manure, left the mouths of the 
smokers smelling foul, and were 
killing their customers.  Bad taste 
won out, for them.  

So advertising can raise mor-
al issues.  How would you feel if 
you were an advertising agency 
and a customer came to you with 
a multi-million-dollar account, 
asking you to sell poisonous food 
for them?  The advertisers have a 
challenge.  

Other words you will see in 
many ads that have a good ring to 
them (regardless of the factuality of 
the statements) are “wholesome,” 
“fortified,” and “pure.”  These are 
attached to products that make you 
think you are doing something 
good for your body if you consume 
these products.  “Wholesome” 
might be used for a product loaded 
with sugar:  “Maple Honey Sugar 
SweetFlakes are part of a whole-
some breakfast.”  The breakfast 
may be wholesome, but not the 
SweetFlakes part of it.

“Fortified” just means that 
the manufacturers have baked and 
boiled and sucked out all the natu-
ral nutrients in the processing of 
the food, so they have had to add 
those things back in again.  And 
“pure” doesn’t mean a thing:  “This 
product contains pure cholesterol,” 
or “pure palm oil,” or “pure hydro-
genated artery-clogging coconut 
oil.”  It is pure, but it is poison.

Another angle for sales has 
to do with our on-the-go society.  
No one wants to waste any time 
in the kitchen, so many products 
use words that make it sound as 
if all you have to do is wish, and 
the food will be there waiting for 
you.  “Convenient,” “ready-made,” 
“fast,” “convenient,” “easy.”  I once 
had to clean an oven that had some 
old food baked into it.  Ever try 
“Easy Off”?  Sure!  Use this stuff 
and with a few hours of scraping, 
rubbing, scouring, and cursing, the 
stains came “right off.”  Easy.

Many products that save time 
also take the fun out of the prepa-
ration.  They are “pre-made.”  In 
an earlier column I looked at that 
prefix “pre-.”  It means “before.”  
But if a product is already made for 
you, to say that it is “pre-made” is 
redundant.  

I should stop ranting.  Noth-
ing that I say will stop these lan-
guage butchers and purveyors of 
half-truths from trying to selling 
us products that are expensive, un-
healthy, or dangerous.  

At least my column has no 
trans-fats and no hydrogenated 
oils, and contains only wholesome, 
healthful, ready-made advice.  

Caveat Emptor:  Let the Buy-
er Beware.  

Czech Republic offers a break from Aix

People do not 
want used goods. 
But pre-owned is 
OK. What genius 
thought that one 
up? Are people so 
stupid that they 
would buy a pre-
owned car, but 
would shy away 
from a used one?

shannon BroWn

Goulash is Shannon’s new favorite dish.

shannon BroWn

Shannon and her friend Becca stayed in a hostel near the river. 

showers, cozy beds, computers to 
use with free internet access and 
a big breakfast each morning with 
all the tea you can drink. Person-
ally, I would choose a hostel over a 
hotel any day. 

In Prague, Becca and I met 
up with one of our other friends 
from high school who is studying 
in Valencia, Spain this semester. It 
was so great to have our little Dux-
bury, Massachusetts reunion and to 
be able to catch up with them. They 
were also great travel buddies. Al-
though we were only in Prague for 
a few days, we were able to see just 
about all of the major sites. 

Before I arrived, I was a little 
nervous about what I would eat. 
However, I now have a new favor-
ite dish; goulash. It is impossible to 
describe in an appetizing way be-
cause it is stewed meat, but it is oh- 
so-good. I also recommend dump-
lings of any kind to go with it.

Another thing that I love 
about the Czech Republic is that 
although it is part of the European 
Union, it is not on the Euro. This 
means that for the first time in 
months, I was able to spend money 
on food and such without cringing. 
It was amazing.

One of the most interesting 
things I found about the Czech Re-
public is that just about every one 
I talked to not only spoke English, 
but spoke it well. I realized how 
lucky I am to speak English be-
cause, in my opinion, it is the trav-
eler’s language. Even on my flight 
from Paris to Prague the flight at-
tendants announced everything 
in Czech and then in English– the 
only languages that were used. 

Overall, I had an amazing 
time during my vacation and I 
can not wait to do more travel-
ing. However, seeing my friend 
from home and from Simmons did 
make me miss Boston and all of the 
great people there. And the parties, 
drinking or not.

shannon BroWn

The colorful buildings that line 
Prague streets.
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Calendar Listing: Nov. 11-17
Sunday 11/11 Bus Trip to Plimoth Plantation 

Bus will leave from in front of the Library at 
9:30 a.m. and leaves Plimoth Plantation at 4 
p.m.
Tickets are $5 and can be purchased at the 
Student Box Office. 
*Each participant must fill out a Trip Waiver.

“And Then There Were None”
Presented by the Simmons College Theatrical 
Society
Linda K. Paresky Conference Center
Email jes.maxfield@simmons.edu for more 
information 

African Children’s Choir
Comprised of African children ages 7-11, 
who have lost one or both parents to poverty 
or disease.
3 p.m.
Admission: $20 with student ID (based on 
availability) 
Visit www.fas.harvard.edu/~tickets/ for more 
information

Monday 11/12 Gateway Bombay 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Art exhibition
Location: Peabody Essex Museum, Salem, 
MA
Admission: $9 for students

Music in the Afternoon
Cecilia Farrell, piano, the music of Chopin
Location: Boston College, Gasson Hall, 
Room 100
Email concerts@bc.edu for more information

Writers Among Us: Spelling Love with an X
Reading by Clare Dunsford of Boston 
College from her memoir
7:30 p.m.
Location: Devlin Hall 101, Boston College

Tuesday 11/13 Native American Heritage Month-Brown Bag 
Lecture
12 -2 p.m.
Special Functions Room

WEB Movie: Superbad
2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Location: Wentworth Institute of Technology, 
Blount Auditorium 

Confronting the Challenges to South African 
Education: Then, Now, and Into the Future
4:30 p.m.
Lecture by Denise Zinn, Ed. D. 
Location: Boston College, Heights Room, 
Corcoran Commons

Wednesday 11/14 Student Government Association Meetings
Open to undergraduates, held every Wednes-
day
3:30-5 p.m. 

Poetry Reading by Simmons College Alum-
na: Moira Linehan
Presented by the Zora Neale Hurston Literary 
Center
11 a.m. - 12:20 p.m.
Location: Kotzen Room
Call Erin Nichols at 617-521-2220 for more 
information 

The Ethics of Transgression: Is It Still Pos-
sible?
Lecture by Donald Kuspit, Noted Art Critic
7 p.m.
Linda K. Paresky Conference Center

Thursday 11/15 “Ozpirations:” Art inspired by the Wizard of 
Oz
8 a.m. - 11 p.m.
Location: The New England School of Art 
and Design at Suffolk University
Visit www.suffolk.edu for more information

COF Orchestra Concert
7:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Featuring music from “Wicked” and “Or-
pheus Underworld”
Location: Emmanuel College Auditorium 

Naked Mask: A night of literary readings and 
an art exhibit
7:30 -9 p.m.
Location: Boston College, O’Connell House
Contact Danielle Solomon at solomoda@
bc.edu for more information

Friday 11/16 Babies & Bathwater: Re-Imagining 
Academic Libraries
Special presentation by Dr. Peter Hirtle and 
Dr. Sarah Thomas about intellectual property
12:30-2:30 p.m.
Location: Linda K. Paresky Conference 
Center
RSVP to meaghan.oconnor@simmons.edu

“Building a Foundation for a Healthy 
Tomorrow” 
10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Keynote speakers include Thomas Menino, 
mayor, City of Boston and James Mandell, 
president and CEO, Children’s Hospital 
Boston 
Free and open to all. 
Registration required at http://www.hsph.
harvard.edu/society

Lessons from New Orleans: A Performance
Kalamu ya Salaam
3 - 4:30 p.m.
Location: Boston College, Gasson 305
Admission: Free
Contact michnac@bc.edu for more informa-
tion

Saturday 11/17 CAB afternoon movie
1-3 p.m. 
Quadside 
Email cab@simmons.edu

Battle of the Bands
3 p.m.
Location: Wentworth Institute of Technology, 
Evans Way Auditorium

Czech Modernist Photography
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Exhibition including work from Czech pho-
tographers during the 1920s and 1930s
Location: Harvard University Art Museums
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Spring Break 2008. Sell Trips, Earn Cash, Go Free! Best Prices Guar-
anteed to Jamaica, Mexico, Bahamas, S. Padre and Florida. 
Call for group discounts. 1-800-648-4849 www.ststravel.com.

Simmons Classifieds

Make sure to check the next 
issue for a new puzzle!

Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:
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Homelessness has many faces

kady shea

The homeless people of Boston await a bleak winter that seems to be steadily ap-
proaching. The number of homeless on the streets and in shelters this year will 
reach over 7,200, a 12 percent increase from last year, according to the Boston 
Rescue Mission Web site. From that number, more than 2,400 are in families in 
emergency shelters, more than 4,700 are without families in shelters, and more 
than 400 are on the streets.


