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Simmons raises awareness about breast cancerPage

13 Members of the Simmons community participated in the six-mile Mak-
ing Strides Against Breast Cancer walk last weekend.

Where have all the dictionaries gone? Page

6Read one student’s thoughts on how and why dictionaries have 
become obsolete.

Katie Poole

Local protestors spoke about the conflict in Darfur when they came up with individual torches during the lighting 
ceremony.  To read more about the Dream for Darfur Olympic Torch Relay and rally, see page 2.

Fulbright Scholar discusses Bangladeshi 
women’s rights

By Traci Farrell
Staff Writer

Three organizations tried to be-
come official members of the 
Student Government Associa-
tion (SGA) at last week’s meet-
ing.  While Model United Nations 
and the ALANA Nursing Liaison 
passed in to the Senate, the Honors 
Liaison did not.  

The Honors Liaison, which 
did not become an official organi-
zation, plans to help students from 
the Honors Program express their 
“thoughts and ideas as honors stu-
dents,” according to sophomore 
Kenyora Johnson.  The group will 
invite speakers and host events for 
the Simmons community.  Some of 
the lectures will focus on leader-
ship opportunities for women, net-
working, and professional growth.

Representatives from the 
Honors Liaison said that the or-
ganization would be open to the 
entire Simmons community, but 
the group’s executive board would 
only be comprised of Honors stu-
dents.

“We want to show and in-
clude the Simmons community [in] 
our thinking levels.  If you want to 
be a part of the Honors Liaison it is 
up to you,” said Johnson.

The debate of whether or not 
to make the Honors Liaison an of-
ficial organization took place over 
two SGA meetings.  Senators had 
more questions for the Honors Li-
aison than time allowed, and some 
asked about the exclusivity of the 
Honors Program and how the liai-
son would impact the whole Sim-
mons community.  

The group also brought Me-
lissa Doherty, a Honors Program 
staff member, to the second meet-
ing.  Doherty said she was insulted 
that some senators thought the 
Honors program was exclusive.  
She rolled her eyes, sighed, and 
appeared frustrated in response to 
questions from the Senate.

Junior Keti Khukhunashvili, 
Honors Liaison president, com-
pared applying to the Honors Pro-
gram to declaring a major in inter-
national relations.

Jessica Rudis, the senator 
representing the Feminist Union, 
said the Honors Program is ex-
clusive because students “have to 
apply to be a part of the Honors 

organization and can be declined,” 
while students cannot be declined 
from the International Relations 
department.

Model U.N., a simulation of 
the U.N. General Assembly, which 
allows participants to become 
ambassadors and debate current 
issues, received a 29-3 vote.  The 
ALANA (African, Latina, Asian, 
Native American) Nursing Liaison, 
which works to provide a support 
system for students of color in the 
nursing program, received a unan-
imous vote.  The Honors Liaison, 
with a 21-12 vote, did not pass.

Model U.N. delegates partici-
pate in regional, and sometimes na-
tional, conferences.  When the Sen-
ate questioned differences between 
Model U.N. and STAND (Students 
Take Action Now-Darfur) or Am-
nesty International, Model U.N. 
President Rebecca Crosswaith said 
that the primary difference is that 
Model U.N. “takes on real gov-
ernment positions and becomes a 
legislature.”  It also provides “an 
opportunity to think and act like 
world leaders.”

Some group members attend-
ed a recent conference at Boston 
University which was a great way 
to make “strong connections with 
colleges from the East Coast . . . 
and internationally,” Crosswaith 
said.

Model U.N. plans to fund-
raise to help Kris Holloway, a for-
mer member of the Peace Corps 
who recently spoke to Multidisci-
plinary Core Courses (MCC) about 
her time as a midwife in Africa, to 
open a clinic where women can 
give birth in a safe environment.  
The group also plans to work with 
the Nutrition Liaison to find a way 
to bring international heath care 
and food together.

The ALANA Nursing Liai-
son was started as a support sys-
tem due to “covert and institution-
alized racism,” said Sasha Dubois, 
who started the organization.  The 
group’s mission includes providing 
cultural enlightenment and foster-
ing a minority community at Sim-
mons.  The group also strives to 
help the Nursing Liaison “address 
issues within the nursing commu-
nity,” according to their constitu-
tion.

Honors liaison faces 
opposition in SGA

SGA see page 3

By Meredith Blake
Staff Writer

Visiting Fulbright scholar Dr. 
Shahnaz Huq-Hussain spoke on 
Oct. 2 about the ways in which 
Islamic women in Bangladesh are 
slowly being accepted into modern 
culture.

Hussain’s lecture, “From In-
visible to Visible-Garment Girls 
Getting Connected to the Global-
ized World,” revealed how Ban-
gladeshi women have become 
increasingly autonomous over the 
last half-century, though they are 
still economically, politically, and 
socially far behind when compared 
to women in other countries.

“Women say they are no 
longer content to live a life of ano-
nymity behind their veils,” Hus-
sain said.  “They are taking control 
of their own lives.” 

Through the use of micro-
credit, women in Bangladesh have 
become prominently visible in eco-
nomic life. “A wife is now seen as 
a source of income, rather than a 

bargain,” Hussain said.  The enroll-
ment of young girls in schools has 
also increased. Bangladeshi girls 
can now have a future that does not 
involve early motherhood and se-
clusion from the outside world.

“Every day, millions of Ban-
gladesh women fight to get their 
fair share in the public and private 
arena,” Hussain said, but “it is still 
a largely male-dominated society.” 
Only three percent of the govern-
ment cabinet members are women, 
and many of the jobs they are as-
signed are superficial and unim-
portant. Feminism is emerging, but 
progress has been slow.

Though there is still con-
tempt for women, their rights are 
starting to be recognized. Women 
are now working alongside men 
in factories, living by themselves, 
and voting in elections. Unfortu-
nately, these basic rights are only 
attainable in cities; women in ru-
ral areas are still far behind. While 
the number of Bangladeshi girls 
who attend school is the highest in 
Southern Asia, the drop-out rate is 

almost equally as high.
Addressing a question about 

the availability of contraceptives 
and safe abortions, Hussain said 
that “the government has set up ru-
ral health care centers ... [and] the 
situation is changing.” The culture 
is beginning to prefer the idea of 
smaller families and consequently 
women are being educated about 
reproductive rights. “Recently 
women are reshaping the tradition 
handed down from their elders,” 
Hussein said, and it has been “a 
brave decision for women to come 
[outside of their homes], and also 
for society to accept [this].”

“We’ve really appreciated 
having Dr. Hussain here,” Presi-
dent Susan C. Scrimshaw said af-
ter the lecture.  “It’s my hope that 
we will have many more such ex-
changes.” Hussain voiced a desire 
for an exchange program between 
Simmons College and her own col-
lege, the University of Dhaka. She 

FulbriGht see page 3

Refresh your baseball vocabulary
The Red Sox are in the playoffs, but is your baseball jargon 
ready?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Choosing a credit card
Learn some tips about finding a credit card, building good 
credit, and avoiding credit card fraud.
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Support Simmons Crew
Come cheer for the Simmons Crew team in the Head of the 
Charles regatta this weekend.
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SimmonS in Brief
Professor lectures on Myanmar conflict
Amnesty International, the Political Science/International Relations Liai-
son, and the Warburg chair hosted Professor Zachary Abuza in a lecture 
on Oct. 11.  The lecture focused on the current conflict in Myanmar (Bur-
ma) and how it relates to human rights issues.  There have been weeks of 
protests in Myanmar against the country’s military leaders and regime, 
and hundreds of Buddhist monks were detained after troops turned on 
pro-democracy demonstrators. “Professor Abuza’s lecture was infor-
mative and compelling.  The current circumstance in Burma is one that 
threatens basic human rights for the Burmese citizens.  It’s important that 
we know and understand the history of the country along with the current 
events in order to work towards ensuring all human rights in Burma,” said 
Courtney Anderson, Amnesty International president.

CAB collects phones and cartridges
The Campus Activities Board (CAB) began its Phoneraiser (fundraiser) 
last week by asking the Simmons community to collect old cell phones 
and inkjet cartridges. The cell phones and inkjet cartridges will be re-
cycled and/or reused if they are in good working condition. Phone acces-
sories such as chargers and ear pieces will not be accepted. CAB will be 
shipping the old phones to an outside source and will receive money for 
them in return. All money collected will go towards activities planning 
for next semester, according to an online post.  If just one cell phone is 
improperly disposed of, up to 132,000 liters of drinking water can be 
polluted, according to fundraiser fliers.  The fundraiser will take place 
through Nov. 4.  Old cell phones and ink cartridges can be dropped off in 
the boxes outside of the CAB office (W-004).

Pre-Med Liaison hosts movie discussion
The Pre-Med Liaison hosted a screening and discussion of the movie 
SeaCouver on Oct. 11 in the Linda K. Paresky Conference Center.  The 
movie follows 12 medical students from the American Medical Student 
Association who traveled from Seattle to Vancouver in 2004 and 2005 to 
compare healthcare systems in the United States and Canada. They inter-
viewed Americans and Canadians about their perceptions of healthcare 
in each country.

Simmons mourns loss of faculty member
This blurb was taken from the e-mail that President Susan Scrimshaw 
sent to the Simmons community on Tuesday.

It is with deep regret that we note the passing of our colleague and friend, 
Dr. Elizabeth Amelia Hadley who died over the weekend from complica-
tions due to a long fight with breast cancer.  The author of a biography of 
one of this nation’s first female African American pilots, Bessie Coleman: 
The Brownskin Lady Bird, published by Garland Press in 1994, Elizabeth 
came to us from Northeastern University where she was Assistant Profes-
sor of African American studies from 1989 to 1997 and she joined the 
Simmons College faculty as a joint appointment in Women’s Studies and 
what was then African American Studies. As her illness became more 
difficult to manage, Elizabeth was forced to take a leave from the Col-
lege; however, she was frequently interviewed and quoted in magazines, 
newspapers and other media outlets, as she shared her expertise in race, 
media studies, black theatre and feminism.  

Protesters look to China to end 
conflict in Darfur
By Katie Poole
Contributing Writer

Protestors rallied at Boston’s City 
Hall Plaza calling on China to help 
end the conflict in Darfur on Oct. 
7.

China, host of the 2008 
Olympics, has a strong influence 
over the Sudanese government, 
and has power in addressing the vi-
olence. Speakers at the Dream for 
Darfur rally informed the crowds 
that China is Sudan’s chief diplo-
matic sponsor, major weapons pro-
vider, and largest foreign investor 
and trade partner.

China has also invested about 
$7 billion in Sudanese oil projects, 
and buys about two-thirds of Su-
dan’s oil.

The theme for the 2008 Olym-
pics is “One World, One Dream,” 
and by not acting to help those suf-
fering in Darfur, it appears that 
China is ignoring its own Olympic 
theme.

“China is failing to help bring 
this dream to Darfur.  Here in Mas-
sachusetts we will bring people 
together from many of our local 
communities, including those with 
genocide survivors, to stand united 
in asking China to please do all it 
can to help end the Darfur geno-
cide,” said Jirair Ratevosian, co-
chair of the Massachusetts Dream 
for Darfur.

Sudan is situated just below 
Egypt on the eastern edge of the 
Sahara desert, and Darfur is lo-
cated in western Sudan.  For the 
past three years, Darfur has been 
targeted by the Sudanese govern-
ment because of rebel groups that 
are fighting for more rights within 
the country.

Katie Poole

A speaker at the Dream for Darfur Olympic Torch Relay stands before a 
board with messages in Chinese and English to end the conflict in Darfur.

About 400,000 Darfuri lives 
have been claimed by direct vio-
lence, disease, and starvation, ac-
cording to the Save Darfur Web 
site.  Violating international hu-
manitarian law, the Sudanese 
government also paints its attack 
planes white, the same color as 
UN humanitarian aircraft; many 
Darfuri do not know whether they 
are safe or in danger when they see 
these planes in the sky. 

“If anyone has leverage in 
Sudan, it is China, and we must ask 
them to stand up and speak out,” 
Congressman John F. Tierney told 
the Boston Globe.

Survivors from the Holocaust 
and the Armenian, Cambodian, 
Bosnian, and Rwandan genocides 
shared their stories of survival dur-
ing the rally.  

Carine Gakuba, a Tutsi, 
spoke about how she lost her entire 
family–both parents and four sib-
lings–to the Hutus during the 1994 
Rwandan genocide. 

Merzudin Ibric, survivor of 
the genocide in Bosnia, told the 
crowd about the bombs that fell 
in his family’s backyard, and the 
suffering his family endured those 
years, “all because we were Mus-
lims.”    

Rosian Zerner, originally 
from Lithuania, survived the Ho-
locaust.  She now lives in Newton,  
Mass. and spoke at the rally about 
the atrocities she had endured dur-
ing World War II.

Other host sites for Dream 
for Darfur rallies included Am-
herst, Cambridge, Cape Cod, and 
Winchester.  Each location had its 
own torch-lighting ceremony, and 
brought the flames to Boston to 
unite them.

As representatives from 
these locations came forward with 
their individual flames, many 
spoke about the conflict in Darfur, 
and called it genocide, defined by 
Webster’s Dictionary as “the sys-
tematic killing of a whole people 
or nation.”  

Although the UN does not 
acknowledge this violence as geno-

cide, in July 2007 it passed a reso-
lution to authorize a peacekeeping 
mission to Darfur.  

The Dream for Darfur Olym-
pic Torch Relay is traveling to more 
than 20 cities across the country, 
and has already traveled interna-
tionally to countries with a history 
of genocide.
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The ALANA Nursing Liai-
son has received support from the 
nursing program and the School 
of Health Studies.  Judy Beal, the 
chair of the nursing program and 
associate dean of the School of 
Health Studies, also wrote a letter 
of support for the group.

The group plans to collabo-
rate with other organizations to 
spread awareness about causes like 
National Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month and other national health 
observances.  They also plan to 
eventually become a health scienc-
es organization, to include physi-
cal therapy and nutrition students 
as well.

SGA
continued from page 1

was impressed with the Service 
Learning program at Simmons, 
something she said is “lacking” at 
universities in Bangladesh. 

Hussain has a Ph.D. in geog-
raphy from the School of Orien-
tal & African Studies in London, 
England, and is an expert in the up-
and-coming field of gender geog-
raphy.   During her visit, Hussein 
gave lectures to the Simmons com-
munity on Bangladeshi women 
that served as a part of the school’s 
goal to create an internationally 
aware community. “It’s always a 
two-way street,” Scrimshaw said.  
“We learn from each other.”

FulbriGht
continued from page 1

Simmons celebrates National Coming Out Day

Provided by heather ConCannon

Members of the Alliance shared their stories and led the Simmons community in observing National Coming Out 
Day.

heather ConCannon

Members of the community shared secrets on anonymous cards.

heather ConCannon

National Coming Out Day strives to support all identities and educate 
people about LGBT rights.

By Renée Frojo
Staff Writer

Students, staff, and faculty wore 
tie-dyed shirts and white nametag 
stickers throughout the Simmons 
campus last Thursday in obser-
vance of National Coming Out 
Day. Participants’ “I am” stickers 
showed they were proudly coming 
out as lesbians, as well as lovers, 
brunettes, and optimists.

Six poster boards hung in 
the lobby of the Student Activi-
ties Center, decorated with cards 
written by people coming out with 
some of their deepest, darkest se-
crets.  Some were serious, some 
were silly, but all were sincere. 

The four-day event was spon-
sored by the Simmons College Al-
liance to promote awareness of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender (LGBT) rights, and to cel-
ebrate homosexuality, understand-
ing, and acceptance. 

“This is a day to help com-
munities observe the LGBT com-
munity and understand it better,” 

said senior Jen Rheaume, vice 
president of the Alliance. “It’s 
more about getting the community 
involved and knowing more about 
the LGBT community as it exists 
within the Simmons community.”

National Coming Out Day 
is part of the Human Rights Cam-
paign’s Coming Out Project that 
aims to educate everyone about 
LGBT rights. The theme this year 
was “Talk about it.”

But the Alliance at Simmons 
observed Coming Out Day differ-
ently. By leaving the “I am” state-
ments open-ended and putting no 
restrictions on what could be writ-
ten on the PostSecret-type cards, 
observers could “come out” to 
share anything about themselves.

“I think that coming out as 
a lesbian is not the only important 
thing,” said senior Alyssa Noble, 
a member of the Alliance. “The 
group [the Alliance] is about be-
ing supportive of different gender 
identities and sexualities or sexual 
orientations, but it’s not just about 
that. It’s about being supportive 

and inclusive of all identities.”
No rules applied to the Post-

Secret cards. While they were a 
way for people to come out, anyone 
could write anything they wanted 
to share with the community and 
remain anonymous. Secrets ranged 
from people admitting they never 
want to grow up to confessions of 
their sexuality.

“I am a survivor of an emo-
tionally abusive relationship,” 
wrote one woman. And “I never 
felt beautiful or desirable until I 
dated a woman,” wrote another. 

“The first step in dealing 
with something is putting it out 
there,” said Noble. “The PostSecret 
boards give people a chance to do 
it anonymously, and it’s a good first 
step.”

Noble said that she first came 
out in high school when she admit-
ted to a couple of friends that she 
may be interested in women. How-
ever, after mixed responses she 
went right back in the closet. She 
officially came out to friends and 
family in January of her sophomore 
year at Simmons. She said people 
were surprised about it because she 
did not “look gay.”

“My family has been really 
supportive,” she said. “It’s taken 
them a while, but they really love 
my girlfriend right now and they’ve 
come a long way.”

Sophomore Heather Con-
cannon, president of the Alliance, 
had a similar experience. She said 
that when she arrived at Simmons, 
people did not expect her to be gay. 
“A lot of people said they never 
would have guessed because I have 
long hair or something,” she said. 
“It’s interesting how, while people 
at Simmons were generally very 
accepting, they were also making 
a lot of assumptions based on my 
appearance.” 

Gillian Petrozziello, a junior 
from a small town in Pennsylvania, 
said she came out when she was 

15. She said she moved to Mas-
sachusetts and came to Simmons 
because people seemed to be more 
open-minded and understanding.

“A lot of people weren’t ac-
cepting at home,” she said. “But 
my parents were very accepting, 
and I didn’t really care about the 
people that weren’t accepting in 
high school. I was under the men-
tality that if you mind you don’t 
matter, and if you matter you won’t 
mind.”

Rheaume agrees that Sim-
mons is an open and accepting 
community. “I think Simmons is 
safe,” she said. “I feel comfortable 
being out and saying that in this 
environment, whereas outside of 
Simmons I may not feel so com-
fortable sharing it with people.”

The first National Coming 
Out Day was founded by Dr. Rob-
ert Eichberg and Jean O’Leary on 
Oct. 11, 1988, in celebration of the 
second national March on Wash-

ington for Lesbian and Gay Rights. 
More than 500,000 people rallied 
at the event and unfurled the AIDS 
quilt on the National Mall, accord-
ing to the Human Rights Campaign 
Web site. And this year serves as a 
hallmark, as it falls on the twenti-
eth anniversary of the 1987 march.

Despite the name, National 
Coming Out Day is internation-
ally recognized by members of 
the LGBT community and their 
supporters. It is observed in many 
countries, including Switzerland, 
Germany, and Great Britain.

The Alliance holds several 
annual events at Simmons to send 
messages of awareness and pro-
mote an atmosphere of openness 
and honesty.  They meet every 
Tuesday at 8 p.m. in the Alliance 
room in Mesick Hall.

Come one, come all, come gay
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DR Congo rebels in new standoff
In eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, a standoff has developed 
between government troops and rebels loyal to General Laurent 
Nkunda. The government has put pressure on Nkunda to obey the 
Monday deadline to disband his rebel army. He has already said that he 
will ignore the deadline and insists on more talks for the integration of 
his army into the government’s armed forces.  Nkunda said the govern-
ment would have to address the issue of “negative forces” referring 
to Hutu rebel groups. His agenda also includes the protection of Tutsi 
refugees having trouble returning to the country.

Castro speaks live on Chavez show
Cuban leader Fidel Castro was a guest speaker for Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chavez’ television program. Castro has not appeared 
in public since his surgery when he was forced to cede power to 
his brother last year. Castro gave a telephone interview during the 
Venezuelan president’s stay in Cuba for the celebration of the 40th an-
niversary of the death of revolutionary symbol Ernesto Che Guevara.  
Both leaders paid tribute to each other calling one another “fathers of 
revolutionaries.”  Castro made a television appearance in September 
ending rumors of his death.

South Sudanese present demands
The Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) has presented 
demands to the Sudanese government and has withdrawn from the 
national unity government. This crisis threatens to destroy a two-year 
peace agreement.  SPLM Deputy Secretary General Yasi Arman pre-
sented the southern Sudanese regional president with a list of demands 
that include a reshuffling of ministerial posts inside the coalition 
government by the south and the full implementation of the Compre-
hensive Peace Agreement (CPA) signed in 2005.  The CPA ended a 21-
year war between the government and southern rebels. The withdrawl 
for the SPLM from the national unity government could threaten talks 
about the crisis in Darfur scheduled in Libya for the end of the month.

China rules out West’s democracy
In response to some Communist Party members’ call for more political 
changes to accompany recent economic reforms, party spokesman Li 
Dongsheng said China would pursue political reform although it “will 
never have a Western-style democracy.” He said that China will never 
become a multi-party liberal democracy.  The party’s 17th National 
Congress, which meets every five years, was held in the capital Bei-
jing, on Monday, Oct. 15. The Congress is also predicted to amend the 
constitution and add a clause on economic development to deal with 
problems such as pollution and a growing economic gap.

Iran leader urges summit boycott
Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei advised Muslim 
countries to boycott the U.S.-sponsored Middle East peace conference 
scheduled for December. Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas said 
the conference might be a positive start for talks with Israel on the 
creation of a Palestinian state. The Iranian leader said the U.S. would 
push to strengthen Israel’s position at the expense of the Palestinians.  
The Hamas movement, which is calling for the boycott, will not be 
invited to the conference since it will not recognize Israel, renounce 
violence, or accept previous Palestinian agreements with Israel.

Talks aim at Kosovo breakthrough
U.N.-administered talks about the Serbian province of Kosovo will 
take place this year in Brussels.  International mediators will meet to 
try to achieve an agreement between Kosovo, Albanian, and Serbian 
officials.  A U.N. deadline has been set for Dec. 10 for a resolution 
between the groups. The U.S. and the EU support the ethnic Albanian 
proposal for independence, but Russia supports Serbia’s offer for 
broad autonomy.  The U.N. has backed Kosovo since a NATO bomb-
ing campaign forced out Serbian troops in 1999.

Information from www.bbc.uk, and compiled by Lucia Cordon.

By Vladimir Isachenkov
(C) 2007 aP

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) – Russian 
leader Vladimir Putin met his Ira-
nian counterpart Tuesday and im-
plicitly warned the U.S. not to use 
a former Soviet republic to stage an 
attack on Iran. He also said coun-
tries bordering the Caspian Sea 
must jointly back any oil pipeline 
projects in the region.

At a summit of the five na-
tions that border the inland Caspian 
Sea, Putin said none of the nations’ 
territory should be used by any 
outside countries for use of mili-
tary force against any nation in the 
region. It was a clear reference to 
long-standing rumors that the U.S. 
was planning to use Azerbaijan, a 
former Soviet republic, as a staging 
ground for any possible military ac-
tion against Iran.

“We are saying that no Cas-
pian nation should offer its terri-
tory to third powers for use of force 
or military aggression against any 
Caspian state,” Putin said.

Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad also underlined the 
need for solidarity.

“The Caspian Sea is an inland 
sea and it only belongs to the Cas-
pian states, therefore only they are 
entitled to have their ships and mili-
tary forces here,” he said.

A State Department spokes-
man, Tom Casey, said the United 
States is not planning military ac-
tion against Iran.

“We are pursuing a diplomat-
ic course with respect to Iran that 
includes with respect to its nuclear 
program as well as with respect to 
its support for terrorism and other 
issues that are out there,” he said.

Putin refused to set a date for 
the start-up of Iran’s first nuclear 
power plant, to be built by Russia.

“I only gave promises to my 

Russian leader Putin, visiting Iran, warns against US
mom when I was a small boy,” 
Putin told Iranian reporters, when 
asked whether he could promise 
that the plant that Russia is building 
would be launched before his term 
ends next May.

At the same time, he said, 
“We are not going to renounce our 
obligations.”

Putin’s careful stance sug-
gested that Russia is seeking to pre-
serve solid ties with Iran without 
angering the West. A clear pledge 
by Putin to quickly finish the plant 
would embolden Iran and could 
complicate international talks on 
the nuclear standoff.

Putin, whose trip to Tehran is 
the first by a Kremlin leader since 
World War II, warned that energy 
pipeline projects crossing the Cas-
pian could only be implemented if 
all five nations that border the sea 
support them.

Putin did not name a specific 
country, but his statement under-
lined Moscow’s strong opposition 
to U.S.-backed efforts to build 
pipelines to deliver hydrocarbons 
to the West, bypassing Russia.

“Projects that may inflict 
serious environmental damage to 
the region cannot be implemented 
without prior discussion by all five 
Caspian nations,” he said.

Other nations bordering the 
Caspian Sea and in attendance at 
the summit are: Kazakhstan, Turk-
menistan and Azerbaijan.

The legal status of the Cas-
pian believed to contain the world’s 
third-largest energy reserves has 
been in limbo since the 1991 So-
viet collapse, leading to tension and 
conflicting claims to seabed oil de-
posits.

Iran, which shared the Caspi-
an’s resources equally with the So-
viet Union, insists that each coastal 
nation receive an equal portion of 
the seabed. Russia, Azerbaijan, 
and Kazakhstan want the division 

based on the length of each nation’s 
shoreline, which would give Iran a 
smaller share.

Putin’s visit took place despite 
warnings of a possible assassina-
tion plot and amid hopes that per-
sonal diplomacy could help offer a 
solution to an international standoff 
on Iran’s nuclear program.

Putin has warned the U.S. and 
other nations against trying to co-
erce Iran into reining in its nuclear 
program and insists peaceful dia-
logue is the only way to deal with 
Tehran’s defiance of a U.N. Secu-
rity Council demand that it suspend 
uranium enrichment.

“Threatening someone, in 
this case the Iranian leadership and 
Iranian people, will lead nowhere,” 
Putin said Monday during his trip 
to Germany. “They are not afraid, 
believe me.”

Iran’s rejection of the coun-
cil’s demand and its previous 
clandestine atomic work has fed 
suspicions in the U.S. and other 
countries that Tehran is working to 
enrich uranium to a purity usable in 
nuclear weapons. Iran insists it is 
only wants lesser-enriched uranium 
to fuel nuclear reactors that would 
generate electricity.

Putin’s visit to Tehran is being 
closely watched for any possible 
shifts in Russia’s carefully hedged 
stance in the nuclear standoff.

The Russian president under-
lined his disagreements with Wash-
ington last week, saying he saw no 
“objective data” to prove Western 
claims that Iran is trying to con-
struct nuclear weapons.

Putin emphasized Monday 
that he would negotiate in Tehran 
on behalf of the five permanent 
U.N. Security Council members  
United States, Russia, China, Brit-
ain, France, and Germany, a group 
that has led efforts to resolve the 
stalemate with Tehran.

By Karl Ritter
(C) 2007 aP

YANGON, Myanmar (AP) – Myan-
mar’s ruling junta restored Internet 
access but kept foreign news sites 
blocked, partially easing its crack-
down as a U.N. envoy arrived in 
Thailand on Sunday to rally neigh-
boring governments around de-
mands for democratic reforms in 
the country.

The junta cut Internet access 
Sept. 28, two days after troops 
opened fire on peaceful protesters 
and images of the crackdown were 
plastered on Web sites. Internet 
service was intermittently restored 
earlier this month.

Foreign news Web sites, in-
cluding the BBC and CNN, how-
ever, remained inaccessible along 
with blogs and overseas-hosted 
dissident sites, which had provid-
ed many inside tightly controlled 
Myanmar with their only informa-
tion about the pro-democracy pro-
tests.

U.N. envoy Ibrahim Gambari 
arrived in Asia on a trip to coordi-
nate the region’s efforts to negoti-
ate a solution in Myanmar, but de-
clined to comment on his mission 
to reporters at Bangkok’s airport 
late Sunday, saying he would speak 
after meeting with the Thai foreign 
minister on Monday.

Earlier this month Gambari 
met with Myanmar junta leader 
Gen. Than Shwe during a four-day 
visit, urging the government to end 
its crackdown on protesters. He 
also met twice with detained pro-
democracy leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi.

His negotiating efforts have 
not yet resulted in a dialogue be-

Internet restored in Myanmar through UN envoy
tween the government and opposi-
tion. Myanmar’s government has 
said Than Shwe is willing to meet 
with Suu Kyi “personally” if she 
gives up her confrontational attitude 
and renounces support for sanctions 
against the military regime.

Authorities in the country re-
laxed a nighttime curfew to cover 
four hours from 11 p.m. to 3 a.m  
starting Saturday night. It was ini-
tially 9 p.m. to 5 a.m.

The concessions, however, 
came amid reports that the gov-
ernment continued to detain dissi-
dents.

On Saturday, security forces 
arrested four prominent political 
activists who went into hiding to 
escape a government manhunt af-
ter leading some of the first major 
marches several weeks ago, Am-
nesty International said.

Secretary of State Condo-
leezza Rice said the arrests “clearly 
demonstrate that there needs to be 
an international presence on the 
ground,” referring to Gambari’s 
trip.

The country’s state-controlled 
media said Sunday that a Japanese 
journalist who was killed during the 
protests was to blame for his own 
death, and was not targeted.

Kenji Nagai, 50, a video jour-
nalist for Japan’s APF News agency, 
was among at least 10 people killed 
in the Sept. 26-27 crackdown, when 
soldiers fired automatic weapons 
into a crowd of pro-democracy 
demonstrators

“This was an accident. The 
journalist was not deliberately tar-
geted,” said an editorial in The New 
Light of Myanmar newspaper, a 
junta mouthpiece. “The fact that 
the Japanese journalist was among 
the protesters amounts to inviting 

danger.”
Video footage of Nagai’s 

death, broadcast around the world, 
appeared to show a soldier shooting 
the journalist at close range.

After meeting Thai officials, 
Gambari is set to travel to Malay-
sia, Indonesia, India, China, and Ja-
pan before returning to Myanmar.

The United Nations has 
spearheaded an international effort 
to push Myanmar’s military, which 
has ruled the country since 1962, 
to halt its crackdown and enter ne-
gotiations with detained National 
League for Democracy party leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi.

Myanmar’s military leaders 
say the only way to bring change to 
the country is to follow the junta’s 
seven-step “road map” to democ-
racy.

The road map is supposed to 
culminate in a general election at 
an unspecified future date. But so 
far only the first stage drawing up 
guidelines for a new constitution  
has been completed, and that took 
more than a decade. Critics say the 
plan is a ruse to allow the military 
to keep power.

The regime says 10 people 
were killed in the clashes and 2,100 
were detained during the most re-
cent protests, but diplomats and 
dissidents say that the toll is much 
higher, and that as many as 6,000 
people were taken into custody.

Also on Sunday, Myanmar 
held a state funeral for late Prime 
Minister Soe Win, who died Friday 
at 59 after suffering from what rela-
tives said was leukemia.
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To the editor:

As a senator in the Student Government Association, I’d like to bring light to a disheartening event that occurred 
during the senate meeting held on Oct. 10.  In SGA, if a newly-founded organization would like to become an 
active member, they have to appeal to the senate body for approval.  

On Oct. 3, the Honors Liaison appealed to the senate for approval and the vote was tabled for the follow-
ing week.  The next week the group appealed to the senate yet again, and this time brought other members of 
their liaison, as well as a representative of the Honors Department.  As the debate continued, hostility escalated 
quickly, to the point where insults were stated towards members of the senate by the representative of the Honors 
Department.

While I fully support the development of an Honors Liaison I am appalled by the way the Honors De-
partment representative dealt with the students who were not showing full support for this liaison.  Student 
Government Association is a forum where students can come together in a safe space in order to voice their 
opinions and work to enhance the Simmons community, and as such, all opinions stated need to be respected 
and valued.  In addition to this, those who work at Simmons’ represent not only their individual department, but 
the Simmons administration, faculty and staff as a whole.  These people are at Simmons to support and facilitate 
student’s education, not to insult or diminish their character while they voice their opinions or question what is 
going on around them.

Simmons prides itself on its diverse community which leads to a great spectrum of ideas and attitudes.  
While we often are able to coexist peacefully, I write this in hope that we continue to respect and value others 
opinions regardless of how much they conflict from our own.

Sincerely,
Courtney Anderson
Class of 2009

To the editor:

Recently I had a conversation with Daphne Harrington, Director of the Library, and Robert Kuhn, Executive 
Director of Technology, regarding, of all things, the College’s collection of 16mm motion picture films. It was a 
good conversation. It inspired me to pen an essay.

I am not the Last Projectionist. Film is not obsolete. My nights are illuminated, as well as my imagination, 
by projected motion pictures at the theatres. Coolidge Corner, Fenway 13, Museum of Fine Arts, Harvard Film 
Archive. Students make films at Boston University, Mass Art, The Museum School, Emerson. Some draw their 
animation right on the film itself. It is an artistic and commercial medium that is over one hundred years old.

I am a filmmaker. I love the ribbon of plastic that speeds by the metal teeth, and moves over the white hot 
fire light of the projector. I show films in class that cannot be found on BluRay, HiDef, DVD, VHS or the pirated 
Kazaa kinds. And I project some that can be so found, eschewing the newer formats in favour of the vintage 
form. Soon I will offer prints of 16 millimeter films that I have made to the Archives of the College. There’s 
nothing extraordinarily special about them. Rather like a collection of poems. Archives collects all kinds of 
stuff, bless them. Shall I insist that they be able to project them?

Bob White
Cheerful Professor of Communications

Last week, the House Foreign Relations Committee approved the reso-
lution that recognizes the deaths of 1.5 million Armenians by Ottoman 
Turks during World War I as genocide. In response, Turkey withdrew its 
ambassador from Washington, DC for briefings in Ankara.

In a seemingly strategic move this week, Turkey’s prime minister 
announced that it would seek approval from the Turkish parliament for an 
attack against Kurdish rebels in northern Iraq who had attacked Turkish 
troops, according to the Boston Globe.

And unsurprisingly, the United States is cowering at this threat. The 
Bush administration, Republicans, and turncoat Democrats are seeking 
to maintain ties with Turkey for strategic interests rather than taking a 
stand on the issue of genocide.

This is not surprising since the U.S. has historically either failed or 
been slow to act in the face of genocide.

For example, the U.S. did nothing when Saddam Hussein enlist-
ed his cousin, Ali Hassan al-Majid (“Chemical Ali” ), to administer the 
1988 Anfal campaign. The chemical weapons and violence left thousands 
dead, damaged, missing, or displaced. The U.S. did nothing because ac-
tion went against the Cold War agenda and we could not risk losing Iraq 
to the Soviet Union.

Most recently, genocide continues to unfold in Darfur, the western 
region of Sudan, as it has been for almost four and a half years. The world 
has done little to stop the government-backed janjaweed, and while the 
Bush administration and 2004 Democratic presidential candidate John 
Kerry have used the word genocide, it has not inspired Congress and the 
White House to take substantial steps in ending the campaign.

It is clear that the second half of the twentieth century and the be-
ginning of the twenty-first are marked by genocide. But the first and the 
most often forgotten genocide of the twentieth century was not the Holo-
caust–in which Nazi Germany killed almost 12 million people–but rather 
the Armenian genocide.

After almost 100 years of the Armenian genocide, the United States 
has still not recognized this atrocity as a genocide. It has been given an 
opportunity by this new resolution, but it most likely will not take advan-
tage of it.

According to the New York Times, Gen. Yasar Buyukanit, Turkey’s 
armed forces chief, made public comments on the resolution, calling it 
“‘sad and sorrowful,’ in light of the strong links the two NATO allies 
have shared.”

He went on to say, “The U.S., in that respect, has shot itself in the 
foot.”

Turkey is a strategic player for the U.S. in the Iraq War because of 
its location. It appears that the U.S.’s shortsighted foreign policy will lead 
it to pick the Iraq War over every other issue, no matter how important 
the other issues are.

The U.S. needs to think about what kind of message it is sending 
when it ignores the gravest of human rights violations–genocide–and 
picks its own interests over those of everyone else. 

It is understandable that any country would work to maintain its 
sovereignty, national security, economy, etc. But by supporting govern-
ments who commit or have committed human rights abuses and not hold-
ing them accountable, the U.S. is not serving anyone’s interest. It is send-
ing a message that as long as a country is willing to work with the U.S., 
the U.S. is willing to look away and ignore what that country is doing.

The U.S. should be willing to stand up for a higher cause than it-
self by passing this resolution. As House Speaker Nancy Pelosi told The 
New York Times, “So long as there is genocide, there is need to speak out 
against it.”

Because as long as we are unwilling to speak out against genocide 
for fear that someone might be upset with us, genocide will continue.

U.S. must acknowledge 
past genocides
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By Kelly Pelham
Contributing Writer

How many times upon telling 
someone that you attend an all 
women’s college have you received 
hesitation or a confused stare and 
been asked some variation of the 
question, “Wait, why?” 

An all women’s college seems 
to generate stereotypes such as les-
bianism, extreme feminism, prude 
and/or overprotected women, 
snobs, or women who simply hate 
men. Each one of these stereotypes 
is followed by large subcategories 
of classifications. For example, 
lesbians are tagged by adjectives 
such as butch, unfeminine, rude, 
and many more unflattering and 
generalizing labels. All of these 
brands defy societal norms of what 
a “woman” should be. 

It seems the most common of 
these stereotypes is lesbianism. The 
jokes and teasing following one’s 
decision to attend an all-women’s 
school are almost impossible to es-
chew. The majority of these labels 
appear to spew from young adults 
and teenagers. Older people usu-
ally respond to same-sex education 
more openly and appreciatively. 

It is difficult to determine 
whether this fluctuation in opinion 
is due to maturity (or lack thereof), 
or to the change in beliefs of gen-
erations. Our peers are less accept-
ing of our choices than our elders. 
Maybe we can blame this on the 
media, which plays a large part in 
today’s gender roles. 

The media tells us what a 
woman should be: over-sexed, 
stick-thin, faultlessly beautiful, 
and unable to make their own de-
cisions. Is that where these labels 
come from? Or are they from with-
in ourselves? Whatever the origin 
may be, the difference in opinions 
is exceedingly apparent. 

By Nora Levy
Staff Writer

Recent controversy over the pro-
posed Honors Program Liaison 
has prompted increased discussion 
about the role of the Honors Pro-
gram at Simmons. Some students 
feel that the name “Honors” im-
plies a higher status on campus, 
causing elitism and resentment.

Students within the Hon-
ors Program have divided opin-
ions.  While some feel that their 
“Honors” status is due to superior 
grades, superior study skills, or the 
desire to achieve more, others rec-
ognize the Honors Program as an 
entity unto itself.  Students com-
plete a separate application for the 
Honors Program, indicating their 
interest in completing an addi-
tional interdisciplinary curriculum 
designed to help them explore a va-
riety of topics with a mixed group 
of students.

The situation is complicated 
by the existence of departmental 
honors, separate from the Hon-
ors Program, which indicate high 
academic achievement by students 
within their chosen major.

However, little information 
is publicized about either type of 
honors.  Simmons students seem to 
be encouraged to locate informa-
tion on their own, with the help of 
professors and staff members. This 
is one way to encourage indepen-
dence and initiative among stu-

dents, but it can also create dishar-
mony within the community due 
to a lack of information. Because 
Simmons students–both Honors 
and not–are unclear about the pur-
pose and content of the Honors 
Program, elitism and resentment 
can develop.

The best solution for this 
problem is to publicize the Honors 
Program as an additional “minor” 
for students seeking to expand 
their academic experience through 
a structured program. Many stu-
dents choose not to apply for the 
Honors Program because of the 
added workload and stress. This is 
not likely to change with the pub-
lication of more information about 
the program.

Simmons College is a small 
community, and any significant 
sources of resentment can create 
a divide that eliminates the possi-
bility of closeness among students. 
Rather than allowing controversies 
such as this to pose a threat to the 
Simmons community, it is essential 
to create an open dialogue about 
how the situation can change.

Rather than allowing the 
Honors Program to develop an elit-
ist mystique, it is essential to bridge 
the gaps between student groups 
to solidify community ties.  The 
Honors Program is an academic 
department, with a significant 
number of students, and therefore 
deserves its own student liaison 
to represent its students and their 

By Kate Clavet
Staff Writer

In a world where oral communica-
tion is vital, the declining usage 
of dictionaries is appalling. A tra-
ditional dictionary is about 1,000 
pages long. Such a dictionary is 
equipped with sections dedicated to 
grammar, word origins, Greek and 
Roman Mythology, world maps, 
world flags, a secretary guide, an 
index of popular occupations and 
of course words, their meanings, 
and spellings. 

In the 1950’s the word “dic-
tionary” did not describe a Web 
site in which you type a word in 
the search box, then a plethora of 
meanings, synonyms, and ant-
onyms popped up. Now some view 
a website as a dictionary. However, 
this is detrimental to proper Eng-
lish because, in fact, the popular 
Dictionary Web site is often erro-
neous when giving word definitions 
and synonyms.  The meaning of 
words is often simplified, slightly 
changed or incomplete. Many stu-
dents look up synonyms for words 
that they use too often, and sources 
like Dictionary.com can mislead 
students into using synonyms that 
do not have identical meanings.  

For earlier generations, be-
fore public education systems, 
dictionaries were used as the sole 
source of education for many fami-
lies. Early school programs were 
centered on memorization of facts, 
and included poetry recitation and 
readings from primers, little text-
books. 

 It is very easy to get wrapped 
up in modern technology’s way of 
editing our papers. Correcting 
spelling and grammar mistakes, or 
even finding synonyms seems eas-

ier with technology. However, dic-
tionaries capture a beauty that no 
Web site or software can provide.

A dictionary made in the 
1950’s recently passed across my 
desk. It was about a foot thick, and 
its pages were yellowed and gold 
leafed.  The Webster’s Dictionary 
was leather-bound and complete 
with illustrations.  

The world map section was 
about fifty pages long and con-
tained details discussing climate, 
weather patterns, terrain and de-
tails on the governments of each 
country.

The grammar index was 100 
pages long and contained details 
on how to write a paper, how to ar-
range a resume and the like. Then 
there was the chapter on how to be 
a good, honest secretary, even in-
cluding how long your skirt should 
be and what type of pantyhose to 
wear.  Now that may be a bit primi-
tive, but the amount of detail is 
awe-inspiring.  

A copy of the constitution 
was also carefully nestled in the 
back of the dictionary, but since 
it was so old, it was lacking a few 
amendments and articles.  

The mythology section 
was in full color and consisted of 

highly detailed, quality sketches.  
Greek and Roman mythology were 
fully explained and outlined for 
the reader. No dictionary website 
can provide one with a gold leafed 
dictionary complete with all previ-
ously mentioned features. 

 It is my hope that the pub-
lished dictionary will not lose val-
ue despite the availability of spell 
check, online dictionaries, thesau-
ruses and encyclopedias. Consider 
how handy it is that someone de-
cided to compile most of the world 
valuable information, neatly and 
colorfully.  

Mind you, the weight of such 
a book is not convenient or easy, 
but it must be worth the struggle. 
Possessing such a book is simi-
lar to holding unlimited options; 
so much can be garnered from its 
pages.  The tangible, published dic-
tionary is such a genius, detailed 
creation that I sincerely wish that 
it will not be forgotten.  So perhaps 
if you are left with some spare time 
this coming weekend, you may 
take a stroll to the library and seek 
out such a book and devour the ex-
perience with enthusiasm, awe and 
appreciation.

Supporters of same-sex edu-
cation believe that it reduces dis-
traction and increases confidence. 
For some women, the decision to 
attend a same-sex college is due 
to these very reasons. However, a 
college has many more aspects that 
one must consider. 

Personally, it was impossible 
to overlook Simmons because it 
offered me everything I wanted 
in a college. Same-sex education 
seemed to be the only negative as-
pect. But now I consider it to be a 
plus because I feel so much more 
involved in school work and have 
such a strong sense of community. 

Also, we live in such an 
amazing city that we have plenty 
of opportunities to get away from 
the girls for awhile. From asking 
fellow students, the general con-
sensus seems to be the same: the 
majority of students love the envi-
ronment at Simmons. Here, women 
seem to enjoy the atmosphere and 
tend to focus more in class. 

Despite all of the positive as-
pects of attending an all women’s 
college, the stereotypes remain. 
All of these labels can only have a 
negative affect on students, right? 

Although some of the ste-
reotypes are hurtful and simply 
untrue, they actually give us a 
challenge. We are given a chance 
to prove these misconceptions 
wrong and become more than the 
stereotypes that are placed on us. 
We have the choice to conform or 
to break from the mold. 

The beauty of college lies 
in our diversity and our deviation 
from the so-called norms. There-
fore, the next time you overhear 
a biased joke made against your 
college or your peers, take it upon 
yourself to prove that stereotype 
wrong by reaching your full poten-
tial as a unique individual.

Dictionary and the decline of language

needs, because the desire for a liai-
son exists.  Rather than separating 
Honors from other student groups, 
the SGA should embrace those stu-
dents who want to become more 
involved in student government, 
and allow them to form an Honors 
Liaison.

Simmons students are en-
couraged to seek out academic 
challenges. Involvement in the 
Honors Program is one way in 
which students find that challenge.  
The program could be expanded 
to include more students, or elimi-
nated to give students an equal 
footing, but in any case, the per-
ceived divide between the Honors 
Program and the rest of the com-
munity must be erased.  Whether 
by a change in attitude or changes 
to the program itself, the Simmons 
community must come to accept 
all students and their unique abili-
ties.

Rather than being divided by 
controversy, members of the Sim-
mons community can view these 
topics of discussion as a way to 
create a dialogue for change and 
acceptance.

Honors program deserves liaison

Prejudice prevails 
against same-sex 
schooling
All-women schools deserve 
respect and appreciation

WWW.simmons.edu

WWW.gettyimages.Com



FeaturesocTober 18, 2007 7The SimmonS Voice

Beating the Beatley library maze
By Tracy Wrighton
Contributing Writer

This fall, there is one place on 
campus where first-years and 
upperclasswomen will enter and 
experience the same moment 
of hesitation—the new Beatley 
Library.  But this moment does not 
have to last.

First-years will be puzzled 
because they are altogether 
unfamiliar with the library.  
Upperclasswomen may think they 
know where they are going, but will 
soon find themselves disoriented 
because the layout has radically 
changed since the completion of 
LeFavour Hall’s renovation and 
expansion.  

Both groups will need help to 
find their way in this glittering new 
structure. The trick is to get the 
most out of the wealth of resources 
now available there— starting with 
how to ask for help and whom to go 
for it. 

BASIC VOCABULARY 
Call Number – Almost all the 
books in the circulating collection 
are organized by the Library of 
Congress call number system.  To 
locate a book or non-print media 
item, especially the reserved ma-
terial for classes, the library staff 
will need a call number.  

Catalog – Call numbers are 
found in the online library catalog.  
To access these numbers, go to 
http://lib.simmons.edu/search and 
bookmark it in your Web browser 
to save yourself time in the future.

WHAT’S NEW? 
Group Study Rooms – Instead of 
only three group study rooms on 
the first level, Simmons students 
now have 14 rooms available on 
all three levels.  The study rooms 

are divided into three categories: 
Network access only (eight total), 
DVD/VHS & Projection (four to-
tal) and DVD/VHS/LCD TV/Cam-
era (two total).

All the group study rooms 
have access to the wireless network 
and provide dry-erase boards for 
illustrations, but only six rooms 
are equipped with technology for 
projection.  The study rooms are a 
great way to watch assigned videos 
with classmates.  Do not just bring 
your notebook; popcorn will set 
the mood for a great discussion 
afterwards.  

Two rooms have built-in 
cameras to capture your group 
activity.  Beatley Library does 
not facilitate conference calls, but 
motivated students should be able 
to arrange Web conferences using 
Skype, software that enables free 
calls between computers.

In a change from past practice, 
students cannot book the study 
rooms over the phone or in person 
at the circulation desk.  

Booking can now only be 
done online through your library 
account using your campus login 
and password.  But booking the 
room is quick and easy using the 
following tips: Search for the 
rooms in the library online catalog 
with “Title” as your parameter and 
type “group study rooms.”  Typing 
in just the singular form in the 
“Keyword” option will only pull 
up two types of rooms. Always put 
in an end time—not just your start 
time.  

The default end time is 30 
minutes.  If you do not change it, 
you risk being kicked out of your 
room just after getting settled in. 

Remember your room number, 
and  immediately contact your 
group members.  The circulation 
staff is not going to want to give  
that information out to anyone 

other than the student who booked 
the room.

Once your room is booked, 
you should see the time and 
duration in your library account.  
The only thing left to do is check 
in at the circulation desk, pick up 
your room card, and borrow any 
dry-erase markers you may need. 

Media Collection and Media 
Viewing/Listening Room – All of the 
videos and DVDs have moved from 
Media Services to the ground floor 
of Beatley Library.  The collection 
features instructional videos and 
historical documentaries, but 
students looking for diversions 
can take out an Oscar-nominated 
film like Volver or a cult television 
show like My So-Called Life.

Students can watch assigned 
films in the new viewing room 
located next to the circulating 
media collection.  There are 22 
stations equipped with computers 
and players for DVD and VHS 
media.  The circulation desk will 
loan out earphones to students who 
need them.  

Compact shelving – 
Maximizing its new space, the 
library has placed the ground floor 
collections on compact shelving 
that moves on command.  The 
Library Science collection uses 
compact shelving too.  

Push the green arrow button 
pointing in the direction you want 
the shelving to move.  If it does not 
move, either a person or a footstool 
is in its path.  The shelving’s 
sensors will not allow it to move 
when an aisle is occupied.  

If the aisle is empty and the 
shelving still refuses to budge, 
punch the red button in the middle 
to reset it.  If you still get flashing 
red lights, it is time to ask for help 
from the circulation desk.  

With a little help, go from dazed and confused to cool and collected

Kristin Pitts

The Technology desk provides access to the Simmons wireless network, 
guest cards for printers, and laptops and electronic equipment.

Kristin Pitts

The Reference desk provides access to the reference database (like Lexis-
Nexis) that fits your needs.  It also provides access to specific databases for 
graduate student use. Reference desk librarians will also provide assistance 
with the online RefWorks bibliographic tool.

Kristin Pitts

The Circulation desk provides access to the circulating collection, which 
includes books and media. It also provides access to materials reserved by 
professors. These materials may include textbooks, and are an inexpensive 
alternative to buying the book. The Circulation desk also helps in getting the 
copiers to work for you, not against you, working the microfilm reader, and 
accessing group study rooms.

In and out
Thirty minutes

Getting reserve material:
Have the call number ready and 
written down. 
Know your limit: for copying, 
you are allowed up to three 
items at one time; for reading, 
only one item is allowed.
Return item to circulation desk 
countertop. 

Using the library copiers:
Have cash ($1 bills/change) or 
Simmons ID loaded with mon-
ey.
Remember, those free points on 
your Simmons ID are for print-
ing only, not copying.
Do not show fear.  Weird “A3 
Paper” message?  Look around 
the copy area for printed signs 
with troubleshooting tips.
Get help.

Finding a book:
Have the call number ready and 
written down. Know how to read 
a call number. Still stumped? 
Get help—the circulation desk 
staff has skills. Big line for re-
serves at the circulation desk?  
Use the self-checkout machine 
by the magazines.

Two and a half to three hours

Book your study group room 
online.
In the library?  
Grab a yellow tip sheet either 
from the circulation desk or at 
the Web stations on all three 
floors (the computers that only 
have Internet access).

In your room?  
The library’s home page has a 
“How Do I?” tab that answers 
frequently asked questions.  
http://my.simmons.edu/library/
services/online_study_room_
booking.shtml

Tell your group members the 
room number.

Go early to catch a computer 
with a printer and avoid the rush 
of procrastinators. All three 
floors have computer stations.

There are empty carrels.  If you 
don’t want to lug your laptop, 
borrow one from the technology 
desk.

Half or whole day

Have research questions ready.
Know the location of the li-
brary’s collections. 
Get help from reference librar-
ians in person or through online 
live chat.  Just because there is 
not a person physically at the 
reference desk does not mean no 
one is available to help.

Do not even leave your room
Interlibrary Loan (ILL)–Need 
more time to read that reserve 
book?  Check the book’s avail-
ability at another library and or-
der it through ILL.
Databases–Search the data-
bases and print up convincing 
evidence in the comfort of your 
pajamas.
Book Requests–Think you 
found the perfect source to back 
up your killer thesis in the cata-
log, but do not want to run back 
to campus in the rain?  Request 
the book be put on hold for you.  
The second it is put on hold, no 
one else can check it out.  Your 
book will go on a hold shelf un-
der your name and stay there for 
seven days.  Pick it up when the 
sun comes out.
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She is Simmons: Kemp finds strength through loss
By Kristin Pitts
Staff Writer

Today is her busy day, a fact it 
seems only she knows.  Aside from 
the subtle clues—comfortable flats, 
a quick pace, and a bulging peach 
tote bag—senior Whitney Kemp 
seems altogether unrushed. 

“I like it this way,” Kemp 
says, “I’d rather have to say no 
somewhere down the line than be 
under-involved.” Her carefully up-
dated planner, which outlines her 
course load, two work-study jobs, 
babysitting schedule, and Hillel 
meetings, attests to that.  

But it is not long before this 
multiply committed double-major 
brings up a subject that was bound 
to surface: struggle.

Last summer, as a refugee re-
settlement and placement intern, 
Kemp heard dozens of devastating 
stories, but one common thread, 
she says, continually impressed 
her.    

“I was surprised by how 
openly they talked about [their 
experiences]. It was just like ‘that 

was my life, that was part of it,’” 
Kemp says. 

Kemp’s admiration is ironic 
considering her own dealings with 
loss, coupled with her ability to 
cope. Last spring, her 16-year-old 
sister, Carson, died suddenly in her 
sleep. The cause of her death is still 
unknown, and is one of the hardest 
things, Kemp says, about dealing 
with the loss of her sister.

She received the phone call 
from her mother last spring, which 
she says, set her into disbelief as 
she stepped off the T. It altered her 
plans for her junior year and sent 
her on a plane home to California 
where she stayed with her mother 
to grieve.

“In Judaism we have a year 
of mourning–you mourn together. 
People want to shy away from talk-
ing about death, and they want you 
to move on, but it’s important to 
celebrate the person,” Kemp says. 
Kemp advocates keeping a loved 
one alive through memories. She 
says she does this not only by talk-
ing about her sister but by keep-
ing pictures of her up in her dorm 

room.
“It was the hardest part of my 

life, but Simmons made it easier. I 
think it showed Simmons for what 
it is,” Kemp says, going on to list 
friends, faculty, and staff whose 
help varied from sending flowers 
and personal belongings to talks on 
the phone to rescheduling exams.  

“There’s some strength within 
her. She is very strong,” Josephine 
Shaddock, associate director of 
CAA/director of tutorial programs, 
says. Kemp has worked under 
Shaddock at the Academic Support 
Center since her first year at Sim-
mons. Shaddock says that there is a 
maturity about Kemp that surpass-
es many of her peers, one that par-
ticularly shined through this fall, 
when Kemp came back to work.

Though Kemp gets praise for 
her ability to pull through, she says 
that she still has her rough days. 

“I’m in shock and denial, ob-
viously. But [Carson’s death] gave 
me a better sense of who I am. It 
brought my mom and I closer to-
gether,” Kemp says,  “I knew I 
was strong, but I didn’t know how 

strong.”
As she speaks, her voice does 

not waver. Her hands do not shake. 
Her eyes remain clear. As a Soci-
ety and Health major, Kemp says 
that she knew about the stages of 
grieving long before she thought 
she would use them in her personal 
life. And now, as she goes through 
it, she sees each of them playing 
out slowly as she learns to live in a 

world that does not have her sister 
in it. 

She checks the time. It is a 
Wednesday, after all. Her busy day. 
So just like that, she picks up her 
peach tote and quickly makes her 
way to class. 

Her time for reflection is up; 
now it is time for a lecture and 
notes. 

Courtesy of Whitney KemP

Whitney Kemp poses with a young girl  in the summer of 2006. Kemp says she has learned to cope with hard times 
by calling her mom in California. She doles out this advice to prospective students often as a student ambassador. 

Courtesy of Whitney KemP

Last summer, Whitney Kemp worked as a refugee resettlement and place-
ment intern. She says  that, despite the language barrier, she was able to con-
nect with a young husband and wife and their two girls. 

Courtesy of Whitney KemP

Whitney Kemp has a passion for traveling  focuses on international af-
fairs.  She is currently writing a thesis about programming for HIV/AIDS 
orphans in sub-Saharan Africa.   

Easy money: make your credit card work for you  
By Kimberly Tran
Staff Writer

When students enter college, they 
are weighed down with new re-
sponsibilities, most of which in-
clude learning to manage and bud-
get their money while obtaining 
their first credit card. 

According to Consolidated 
Credit Counseling Services, Inc. 
(CCCS), over 80 percent of full-
time undergraduates have a credit 
card, but few understand the con-
cept of budgeting or maintaining a 
good credit history.

 “Small and large financial 
decisions, as well as all sorts of 
financial transactions, can be easi-
er— and often cheaper—by having 
good credit,”says Patricia Clarke, 
School of Management assistant 
professor. “It can be easier to pur-
chase a cell phone or rent an apart-
ment if you can show that you are 
responsible with money and credit. 
Consequently, it is very important 
to pay your bills on time and man-
age your credit cards responsibly. 
A good credit history can also save 
you money on loans— you can be 
eligible for lower interest rates on a 

car loan or mortgage.” 
Students are able to view 

their credit reports on Annual-
CreditReport.com. The Web site 
provides information about credit 
cards that are opened, existing 
loans, and whether or not bills were 
paid on time. It also lists debt from 
credit cards, phone companies, and 
banks. 

It is all too easy to sign for a 
credit card, go on a shopping spree, 
and then not have enough money to 
pay for it all. But students are re-
sponsible for making payments on 
time, it will greatly pay off. 

Some of the benefits of hav-
ing good credit include lower loan 
rates, credit card rewards, and a 
better job. A vital issue in regard to 
maintaining a good credit history 
is employment. Good credit can 
mean a greater chance of receiving 
better pay and positions. 

According to the Yahoo! Hot-
jobs Web site, “An employment 
credit report provides an easy-to-
read insight into an applicant’s 
financial responsibility as well as 
listing any aliases, bankruptcies, 
liens, judgments, credit cards, 
loans, mortgages, collections and 

summaries of the individual’s pay-
ment patterns.” 

A student with a poor credit 
rating will find it difficult to ob-
tain an apartment or car. A tenant 
will not rent out their apartment 
to someone that has had problems 
paying their bills on time. Banks 
will not loan money if they notice 
that a student is unable to manage 
their debt.

The right credit card
Before any student decides to open 
a credit card account, they should 
carefully consider the terms and 
fees that come with it. According 
to StudentFinanceDomain.com, it 
is best to look for a credit card with 
some of the following features:
* No annual fee.
* No minimum income.
* No co-signer requirements.
* Zero percent introductory fee, 
as well as a low annual percentage 
rate (APR) after the introductory 
period ends.
* Access to the account online so it 
will be easier to manage activity.
* Free rewards programs that in-
clude miles, points or cash back 
bonuses.

Although there are great bo-
nuses and rewards that can come 
with a credit card, first-time card-
holders should focus on a low cred-
it limit until they learn to manage 
their spending habits. After choos-
ing the right credit card, it is impor-
tant to use it properly. It is still easy 
to max out a card by making a lot 
of inexpensive purchases. Be sure 
to hold on to all receipts and keep a 
record of all purchases made.

Students should only open a 
limited number of credit card ac-
counts. Many retail stores have 
credit card offers that will take 15 
percent off a purchase. This may be 
alluring for the dedicated shopper, 
but the more credit card accounts 
that are opened, the harder it will 
be to keep track of all of them. It 
is something that companies will 
look at on the credit report to deter-
mine whether or not someone will 
be heading into debt.

Prevent credit card fraud
Unfortunately, identity fraud 

is quite common in today’s world. 
Be sure to check statements each 
month along with saved receipts 
for accuracy. When receiving a 

new credit card, it is important to 
sign the back of it right away. Stu-
dents should never give credit card 
numbers over the phone if the call 
was initiated by a supposed bank 
member, insurance company, or 
telemarketer. Students can also 
prevent fraud by always keep an 
eye on their card and never allow-
ing a cashier to write the card num-
ber down. Never write down pin 
numbers on cards, only carry cards 
that are used frequently, and shred 
any document related to credit ac-
counts.

If fraudulent charges are 
spotted on bank statements, it is 
important to report them immedi-
ately. Most credit card companies 
should have a toll free number that 
can help in such cases. The Fed-
eral Trade Commission (FTC) also 
works to prevent fraud. To file a 
complaint or receive information, 
visit http://www.ftc.gov or call toll-
free, 1-877-FTC-HELP.
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By Lucia Cordon
Staff Writer

Strategically placed pots, cups and 
plastic containers collect raindrops 
that fall through the ceiling. Peach-
colored paint drips down the card-
board walls onto the hard-packed 
dirt floors. 

The leaky four-room shack 
is all Jwana Mfanana, his pregnant 
sister, her son, and his uncle have 
for a home. It was built in less than 
three days in 2002, after a fire de-
stroyed everything they had. This 
year, his tragedy was replicated 
when more than dozens of people 
lost their homes—and for at least 
17, their lives—to a fire during a 
record cold snap. 

The uneven distribution of 
electricity in South Africa’s rapid-
ly growing squatter camps is lead-
ing many shack dwellers to seek 
alternative heating methods that 
result in hundreds of deaths each 
year through the mishandling of 
open fires inside their ramshackle 
homes, according to local activists 
who are disturbed at the phenom-
enon and are organizing to deal 
with it. 

Mfanana’s experience is typi-
cal.

“No one was working at the 
time, and we were struggling to 
even bury my sister,” says Mfa-
nana through a translator on a 
winter night in June, recalling his 
loss after the fire took away his 
sister and his home. “I struggled to 
go to school, and we only had one 
bedroom and some few dishes and 
cups.” 

Carved rusty oil drums ex-
hale puffs of smoky burnt wood 
and coal near many dwellings to-
day. Huddling side by side, fami-
lies take in the mild warmth that 
quickly dissipates into the cold 
night wind. Such unsafe heating 
systems are common during the 
icy cold months of May and June. 

Mfanana says he remem-
bers coming to Khayelitsha from 
the impoverished Eastern Cape in 
1990, accompanied by his father 
and his 17-year-old sister. On cold 
nights, the routine was always the 
same.

“It was five o’clock when they 
lit up the fire in a metal barrel out-
side. At eight o’clock they brought 
the drum into the living room to 
make themselves warm before go-
ing to bed,” he says.

Mfanana sits stoically in his 
battened arm chair, looking at his 
hands as he recalls the night he 
awoke to a blazing fire that blocked 
the path to the door. As he and his 
father escaped the inferno, he says 
he realized his sister was still in-
side. They fought past the flames, 
which had engulfed the house,  but 
they were too late.

Father and son found them-
selves with no place to sleep and 
little hope of recovering what they 
had lost, he says. His sister died 
three days later at a nearby hospi-
tal.

Meanwhile, unexpected win-
ter weather this year set new tem-
perature records in the major cities, 
with Johannesburg and Cape Town 
averaging 37 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Reports came in from across the 
country of people dying in fires or 
freezing to death, even as activists 
in newly formed advocacy groups 
stepped up their campaign to pres-
sure the government to make good 
on its promise of adequate housing 
for all.

South Africa’s Bill of Rights 
promises everyone the right to ac-
cess to adequate housing, but the 
government has not kept up with 
the growing demand. As hundreds 
of new homes have been construct-
ed, thousands of impoverished 
South Africans have moved from 
the rural areas into the outskirts 
of major cities. Local activists say 
that those applying for housing 
may wait for 15 more years before 
getting one.

At the same time, electric-
ity piracy has become common 
in these rapidly growing shanty-
towns—termed informal settle-
ments—where people splice their 
own connections to passing wires. 
These hook-ups can result in acci-
dents causing serious injuries and 
death. This graphically illustrates 
the enormous gap that remains be-
tween the haves and have-nots in 

South Africa, more than a decade 
after the country’s first democratic 
elections. 

“There’s more inequality in 
South Africa now than under apart-
heid,” says Trevor Ngwane, head of 
the Soweto Electricity Crisis Com-
mittee. “Most of the resources are 
being monopolized by fewer and 
fewer people. 

Individuals are able to pur-
chase fixed amounts of electric-
ity through the pre-paid electric 

meters, he says. But many cannot 
afford to buy enough electricity to 
provide heat and lighting for their 
homes. The committee argues that 
privatization and the pre-paid elec-
tric meter system are the causes 
for electricity cut-offs and unequal 
distribution. 

It is difficult to separate the 
issues of housing and electrifica-
tion from the problem of poverty.  
At least 48.5 percent of South Af-
ricans lived under the poverty line 
in 2002, according to the National 
Labour and Economic Develop-
ment Fund. Most of these families 
cannot afford to buy enough elec-
tricity for heating. Again, Jwana 
Mfanana’s story is typical.

Seven months after his sis-
ter’s death, Mfanana’s father 
passed away. The 29-year-old 
Mfanana, who had returned to 
school and was in the ninth grade 

at Sinethemba High in the town of 
Phillipi, says he was forced to quit 
in order to seek a job and provide 
a regular income that would allow 
him to bury his father and build a 
new home. 

Today, Mfanana works as 
a construction contractor. His 
minimal income must support  his 
pregnant elder sister, an uncle, and 
a brother who recently moved into 
the small shack from the East-
ern Cape, he says, as the three sit 

around him somberly listening as 
he recalls the tragedy.

“Now we are scared of do-
ing the fire again, so we are using 
a paraffin stove—a small one—so 
when we are getting cold, we will 
just light it, and then we will sit by 
it. Then we will switch it off, and 
we will go to bed,” says Mfanana. 

The installation of low-
capacity fuse boxes in most poor 
households makes it impossible to 
use energy-intensive appliances, 
according to a 2000 South African 
Human Rights Commission re-
port.  

“The fuse box can be re-
placed for a relatively modest sum, 
but it appears many families are 
not aware of this fact,” the report 
says.

As a result, many still use 
open fires or pirated connections, 
often with dire consequences. More 

Shack-dwellers cope with harsh conditions

This article is the fourth in a series of articles about human rights in South Africa. The series is the outcome 
of COMM-328 Human Rights in South Africa, which Professor Dan Connell led for the second time last 
Spring. For more articles on South Africa, look for weekly installments in The Simmons Voice. 

than 17 fire-caused deaths were re-
ported in Johannesburg alone after 
the May 24 cold snap.

The government sponsored 
a small education initiative to pre-
vent fires, but with little impact. 

Colorful scenes depicting 
children’s rights are sown into a 
mural in the Junior Education Cen-
ter of Constitution Hill, part of a 
national museum linked to the con-
stitutional court in Johannesburg. 
Fifty five children from different 
informal settlements are chosen 
during the winter to participate in 
the fire prevention workshop. 

“Kids, when they are by 
themselves at home, their parents 
are at work. When it’s wintertime, 
it’s getting darker earlier so they 
try to light a candle, but they forget 
when they light a candle; you find 
they forget and start to play. The 
candle isn’t looked after and there 
is a fire in the house,” says Z.B. 
Nkabinde, a worker at the site.

This year, black children 
from Freedom Park, white children 
from White Ridge in Newlands 
and Indian and “colored” children 
from Denver  (a Johannesburg sub-
urb) are invited to the workshop 
with their parents. Transportation 
is also provided by the center to 
ensure children’s opportunity to 
attend. 

The Bill of Rights says that 
the government is committed to 
providing basic services for all. 
Last year, Parliament passed the 
Electricity Regulation amendment 
Bill, which requires the govern-
ment to extend electricity services 
to all municipalities. 

Yet millions of people remain 
without electricity today, according 
to the South Africa Development 
Fund, a Boston-based charity that 
has been working with communi-
ties in South Africa for more than 
20 years. 

South Africans are not pre-
pared for these climate conditions 
and if the government is not able 
to provide the necessary services, 
individuals are forced to find al-
ternative methods which may be 
harmful to themselves and their 
families. 

Organizations such as the 
Soweto Electricity Crisis Commit-
tee, the Anti-Eviction campaign, 
the Anti-Privatization forum and 
the Orange Farm Water Crisis 
Committee work on a local level 
fighting for peoples right to basic 
services. They represent people 
living in informal settlements that 
do not have a voice.

Meanwhile, Mfanana tries 
to rebuild his home and family, 
though he says it will take years of 
work and struggle.

“Ever since the accident hap-
pened, you can look around. There’s 
nothing right. If you want to look 
around, you can look around,” says 
Mfanana.

“There’s nothing right,” he 
repeats.

Kristin Pitts

Due to South Africa’s history of inequality, wealth and prosperity are often just a taxi ride away from  poverty.

Kristin Pitts

Shacks spread out for miles off the side of a Johannesburg highway.

Despite constitutional promises, proper housing is hard to come by
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Artists discuss Trustman Gallery’s 
first exhibit of its kind
By Catalina Rojo
Staff Writer

Barbara O’Brien, curator of the 
Trustman Gallery at Simmons 
College, presented a series panel 
discussion between the artists in 
her newest show entitled “Spin-
ning Straw into Gold, the Ethics of 
Production,” last Thursday.

In her opening speech, Bar-
bara O’Brien explained that “The 
Trustman Gallery has a 25-year 
reputation for exhibiting work by 
contemporary artists in support of 
the Simmons College mission: ‘To 
position Simmons as an author-
ity on women, education for the 
professions, leadership and diver-
sity.’” 

In her current show, O’Brien 
explores the rights of ownership 
and the ethical dilemmas of found 
objects, borrowed images, and 
public images through the works 
of Chantal Zakari, Tiffany Lud-
wig and Renee Piechocki, Deborah 
Bohnert and Rachel Dayson-Levi. 

Each of these artists is ex-
tremely different in medium, style 
and form, yet their work all fits the 
overarching topic of the “ethics of 
production.” 

In her opening remarks 
O’Brien stated that “Framing the 
dialogue around the theme of eth-
ics is not the same as suggesting 
that the work is not ethical. This 
may seem obvious, but I feel the 
need to say that directly. I am ask-
ing the viewer to consider the lens 
of ethics when viewing and experi-
encing the artwork.”

Each artist explained their 
work in the context and framework 
of the show. Chantal Zakari, whose 
art consisted of still frame shots 
from her computer while visiting 
adult chat rooms, spoke first. 

Her work was hung in the 
Trustman Gallery last month under 
the title, “Transgress.” 

She described her time in the 
chat rooms as a “fun and exciting 
experience which I wanted to be a 
part of.” As her work progressed 
she developed relationships with 

each person she met in cyber-
space. 

The ethics of her production 
were clear in her mind; these peo-
ple were saying and doing things in 
a public forum where their words 
and pictures were free game. 

Some of the men and women 
she encountered were willing and 
ready to give their information and 
stories to her, but others were not 
as eager. 

In her work, Zakari explores 
the story of each individual as they 
roam in this public cyberspace 
sphere. She was able to see the in-
sides of people’s homes and caught 
small glimpses of their lives as she 
began to know them, if only in a 
small way.

“I don’t feel I have to follow a 
set of rules beside my own rules,” 
Zakari said.

Two Girls Working, a pair of 
artists who work together as one, 
went next. The duo included Tif-
fany Ludwig and Renee Piechocki. 
Their installation, which will hang 
at the Trustman Gallery until No-
vember 9, is a compilation of inter-
views with women, where only one 
question is asked: “What do you 
wear that makes you feel power-
ful?”

“Trappings: Stories of Wom-
en, Power and Clothing” is a mul-
timedia endeavor which has lasted 
five years. By the end of their fifth 
year, Ludwig and Piechocki had 
collected over 511 interviews cap-
tured in photographs, video, and 
sound recordings. 

According to the “Trappings” 
pamphlet, which is available at the 
Trustman Gallery, “Fashion has 
become a permissible subject, if 
not significant preoccupation, in 
contemporary art, but Ludwig 
and Piechocki claim no interest in 
clothing per se.” 

They explained this in their 
speech on Thursday: “Often wom-
en do not even mention clothing. 
However, they often talk about 
power.” 

According to the “Trappings” 
pamphlet, Ludwig and Piechocki, 
“with the appellation of Two Girls 
Working, took to the road seeking 
public conversations with women 
in far flung sites and communi-
ties.” 

In each city or town they vis-
ited, a host would convene a small 
group of friends, all aware of the 
project and intent of the artists, 
to answer the question, “What do 
you wear that makes you feel pow-
erful?” They interviewed church 
groups, school teachers, teens liv-
ing in shelters, and families. 

Piechocki wishes that people 
who see this piece will “encounter 
someone, someone they can relate 
to and that they will have their 
world expended.” 

After Piechocki, Deborah 
Bohnert and Rachel Dayson-Levi 
were two artists that O’Brien chose 
to show under the gallery title of 
“Lush,” which will be showing 
after the “Trappings” exhibit. Boh-
nert and Dayson-Levi had never 
met before this night. 

Bohnert, who works with 
found objects such as toys, dolls, 
garbage, and clothes, showed a 
slideshow of her work. She ex-
plained later that she finds these 
objects everywhere she goes; she 
looks in the trash, on the street, at 
the beach, and even in the grocery 
store. 

Her art training began at 
Boston University (BU), where 
she received a bachelor’s degree in 
studio art. She said, however, that 
the BU program was very formal, 
and she was encouraged to paint 

and draw in a structured manner 
and by looking at the world hori-
zontally. 

She said her biggest inspira-
tion was a German abstract artist, 
Bernard Haussmann, who taught 
her to look at the world vertically 
from her feet up. 

Next to speak was the sec-
ond artist from the Lush exhibit, 
Dayson-Levi, whose inspirations 
came from books, magazines and 
cartoonists rather than real people 
and their possessions. 

By working with watercolor 
and gouache, Dayson-Levi cre-
ates fantastical and mystical works 
with a slightly cynical and twisted 
edge.  Her inspirations come from 
a pile of vintage comic magazines.
Her favorite is Sick, a offshoot for 
Mad magazine.

She is also inspired by Virgil 
Partch, former Disney cartoon-
ist; Fred Tomaselli; and Marcel 
Dzama. Dayson-Levi draws upon 
ideas from her inspirations, which 
she adds to her own ideas.

Once all the artists had their 
chance to formally explain their 
roles in the overarching theme of 
the “ethics of production,” there 
was a time for questions and an-
swers in a reception at the Trust-
man Gallery. 

“I love the idea of an artist 
panel and I hope the department 
and Professor O’Brien are able to 
do this more often,” said Junior 
Samantha Furbush, an arts admin-
istration major. “Professor O’Brien 
has truly put together an inspira-
tional fall season.” 

Junior Ariel Hagan, also an 
arts administration major, agrees 
with Furbush. “I think it’s great 
that Simmons is offering some-
thing like this. It’s a change at Sim-
mons. I haven’t seen anything like 
this here before,” she said.

Professor of Art History 
Margaret Hanni also believes there 
is an interesting “conceptual link” 
between the exhibits and the Sim-
mons mission. “I think there is a lot 
here for Simmons students to write 
about and to think about,” Hanni 

said. 
While this is only Barbara 

O’Brien’s second year at Simmons, 
she has been able to do a lot for the 
college. O’Brien said she was “in-
spired by an arts and music depart-
ment existing within a liberal arts 
environment,” and that she wanted 
to take advantage of the fact that 
there are women of so many dif-
ferent majors and backgrounds in 
the same college. O’Brien said she 
wanted this exhibit to be not only 
about art, but also ideas.

Marcia Lomedico wishes 
that they could get more publicity 
in the Trustman Gallery. She wants 
to make it “more of a place to go on 
a regular basis.” 

O’Brien pointed out that when 
you are at a gallery or museum, you 
see the exhibit once and then move 
on, but with the Trustman Gallery, 
“it is there all the time, you can 
take your time and really get into a 
piece of art you see. You are able to 
study it in more depth.” 

O’Brien said she is dedicated 
to “building bridges to other de-
partments.” She would “love to 
see classes take trips up here to see 
what is going on. It’s not all about 
what you see; it is what you think 
about.”

samantha furbush

“Trappings: Stories of Women, Power and Clothing” is now showing in the 
Trustman Gallery.

samantha furbush

Renne Piechocki and Tiffany Ludwig stand with their art at the reception in the Trustman Gallery.

“What do you wear 
that makes you feel 

powerful?”

~ tiffany ludWig 
and 

renee PieChoCki,
tWo girlS Working

“I think it’s great 
that Simmons is 
offering some-

thing like this. It’s 
a change at Sim-
mons. I haven’t 

seen anything like 
this here before.”

~ ariel hagan,
ClaSS of 2009
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Third installment of series will 
impress fantasy fans
By Caitlin Mazzola
Staff Writer

Forget J.K. Rowling. Stephenie 
Meyer and her character, Bella 
Swan, are keeping fantasy fans 
busy now that Harry Potter’s wiz-
arding story has ended. 

In 2005, Meyer published her 
debut novel, Twilight.  It began the 
story of Bella Swan, an average 
teenage girl who moved from sun-
ny Phoenix to live with her father 
in Forks, an area near Seattle.  

Bella meets a strikingly 
handsome boy at her new school, 
Edward Cullen, who seems to hate 
her for no reason.  

Bella soon discovers that 
Edward is part of a group of vam-
pires secretly living in Forks and 
is strangely attracted to the scent 
of Bella’s blood, which is why he 
avoids her.  

But when the two get know 
each other, however, they fall in 
love with a twist reminiscent of the 
star-crossed Romeo and Juliet. 

Bella befriends the rest of 
Edward’s group, who are “vegetar-
ian vampires” – they only drink 
animal blood, not that of humans. 
Bella soon becomes the target of an 
attack made on Forks by another 
group of vampires who thirst for 
her human blood.  

The series continues with the 

second installment, New Moon, 
which was released in 2006.   Ed-
ward abruptly ends the relationship 
with Bella and she falls into a de-
pression.  

After her worried father 
snaps her out of her zombie-like 
existence, Bella starts hanging out 
with Jacob Black, a family friend 
who happens to be a werewolf, the 
foresworn enemy of vampires.   

As soon as Bella starts get-
ting over Edward, she hears he 
is in danger and she must decide 
whether to stay and be happy with 
Jacob or to try to save Edward.

The most recent installment, 
Eclipse, continues the stories of 
Edward, Bella, and Jacob.  Edward 
and Bella are together again and 
happy, but trouble is brewing in 
the world of the vampires.  Newly 

born vampires are wreaking havoc 
in Seattle, killing innocent people 
daily. 

The Cullen clan must look for 
support to quell this disturbance 
before the Volturi, the ruthless 
vampire overlords residing in Ita-
ly, decide to intervene. As danger 
moves closer to Forks, Bella begins 
to spend more time with Jacob, and 
Edward must prepare himself for 
the ensuing battle.  

Bella becomes increasingly 
fond of Jacob and believes she must 
choose between her friendship with 
him and her love for Edward.

As nonsensical and far out 
as this story sounds, Eclipse and 
its preceding novels are compel-
ling works that are quick enough to 
read to fit into a college student’s 
schedule.  

Meyer’s words are familiar 
to any girl who has ever been or 
dreamed of being in love.  The fan-
tasy factor makes this classic story 
of star-crossed lovers and intense 
friendship unique.  

Meyer does a wonderful job 
of creating a world that seems as 
normal as anyone’s real life–the 
only difference is the vampires.  

While it may be a story a col-
lege student is too advanced for, 
a story like this can help students 
escape the craziness of reality for 
a little while.

PostSecret 
releases fourth 
book in series
By Catalina Rojo
Staff Writer

A much loved and almost cult sta-
tus community project of anony-
mous postcards, PostSecret enters 
the home lives of fans all across 
the country with their fourth book 
installment. 

The PostSecret Web site be-
gan in 2004, as a place for people 
to anonymously reveal the deepest, 
darkest secrets they would never 
tell anyone. 

Frank Warren, the creator of 
this art project, invited anyone that 
would to send postcards, with their 
secrets artfully written on them, to 
his home.

The newest book, released on 
Oct. 9, is the fourth of an intimate 
collection of secrets from individu-
als of all walks of life. 

Not only are the secrets        
revealed in the book surprising 
and brutally honest, but the art of 
each card is also striking. It is truly 
a community art book.

In his introduction to the 
book, “A Lifetime of Secrets,” 
Warren wrote: “I’ve selected post-
cards that show how secrets can re-
veal a momentary impulse or haunt 
us for decades and arranged them 
by age to follow the common jour-
ney we all take through childhood, 
adolescence, adulthood, maturity. 
Stretched over a full lifespan, the 
secrets expose the meaningful 
ways we change over time, and the 
surprising ways we don’t.

“The postcards narrate child-
hood stories that have never been 

spoken; they voice the guarded 
confessions of our parents and 
grandparents. They confirm that 
our rich interior lives are not de-
fined by how old we are, and that 
with aging comes not only loss but 
also the possibility of grace and 
wisdom.”

According to the Amazon 
Web site, “Warren is a small busi-
ness owner who started PostSecret.
com as a community art project. 
Since November 2004 Warren has 
received more than 150,000 anony-
mous postcards.” 

Since then his Web site, Post-
secert.com, has won two Webby 
Awards in 2006 and this year was 
named Weblog of the Year at the 
seventh annual Weblog Awards. 

httP://Cdn.harPerCollins.Com

The cover of the newest PostSecret book, A Lifetime of Secrets.

“The postcards nar-
rate childhood sto-
ries that have never 
been spoken; they 
voice the guarded 
confessions of our 
parents and grand-

parents.”

~ frank Warren,
Creator of PoStSeCret

Meyer does a won-
derful job of cre-
ating a world that 
seems as normal as 
anyone’s real life–
the only difference 
is the vampires. 
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Crew teams head to 
the Charles
By Beth Maclin
Staff Writer

More than 1,700 boats, 8,200 row-
ers, 1,200 volunteers and an ex-
pected 300,000 spectators will 
descend on the Charles River be-
tween Oct. 19-21 for the largest 
annual two-day rowing event, ac-
cording to the Head of the Charles 
(HOTC) Web site.

Fourteen Simmons students 
will be among the many competi-
tors.

Simmons will compete in 
two races–the Collegiate women 
4+  and the Collegiate women 8.

Last year, the Simmons Crew 
4+ placed third with a time of 
20:52.769. This was the only HOTC 
medal Simmons has ever received. 
Senior Regina Yopak, junior Elisa-
beth Schwarz, senior Nicole Rich-
ards, and senior Whitney Airgood 
rowed in the 4+, with Nicole Gal-
lant as the coxswain.

“Competing at this regatta 
is the highlight of many rowers’ 
careers,” said senior Nicole Rich-
ards, a third-year rower and team 
captain. “As a rower at Simmons, 
HOCR [Head of the Charles Regat-
ta] is particularly important for us 
because it is on our home turf. 

“Racing on the same course 
that we practice on each day gives 
us a great advantage over many of 

the teams we will compete against. 
This event, like all fall head races, 
will test our mental and physical 
stamina over a three-mile course.”

Novice coach Naomi Rudov 
agreed. “It’s a chance for Simmons 
to measure up against competi-
tion from teams we’ll race in the 
spring sprint season. Racing at the 
Charles gives you an idea of how 
far along you are in your condi-

tioning and preparation going into 
winter training.”

According to the HOTC Web 
site, the race is a “challenge to 
experienced and novice competi-
tors alike. Every year crews and 
scullers race along the many bends 
of the 3-mile course, navigating 
through buoys, boats, and bridges. 
In Head Of The Charles, a poorly 
made turn or single buoy violation 
can cost a first place medal.”

After last year’s bronze med-
al, and the fact that there were no 
graduating seniors on the team, 
there are high expectations for this 
year’s regatta.

“This year Simmons fields a 
team with a lot of depth. All of the 
rowers are working very hard as a 
team to raise the bar even higher 
than last year,” said Rudov.

“At the 2006 HOTC, Sim-
mons’ entry in the Women’s Col-
legiate Fours took home the bronze 
medal, behind two Division-1 

teams, Bucknell and Penn State, 
and ahead of 24 other teams. Head 
Coach Nikolay Kurmakov is look-
ing for another strong performance 
this year.”

Junior Jennifer Dubois, who 
will race in the Women’s Colle-
giate 8, is also excited about the 
team’s chances. “Because we have 
so many returning rowers, we are 
a collectively stronger team. We 
were also fortunate enough to have 
a large group of experienced fresh-
men who are dedicated and hard 
working like the rest of the team,” 
she said.

According to the HOTC Web 
site, “the Race Course starts at the 
Boston University Boathouse and 
goes almost immediately under the 
combination of a railroad trestle 
bridge and the B.U. Bridge. It then 
proceeds through 5 (five) triple-
arch bridges to the Finish Line ap-
proximately 3 miles upstream.”

Along with the races, observ-
ers can go to Memorial Drive at the 
Weeks Footbridge in Cambridge to 
see Row-A-Palooza. It is a “rock 
n’ row” show on Saturday, Oct. 20 
and Sunday, Oct. 21. The headlin-
ers are Toots and the Maytals at 3 
p.m. Saturday and Tim Reynolds at 
3 p.m. the next day.

Provided by Catalina rojo

Simmons’ Women’s Collegiate 8 boat shoves off before a race at the 2006 Head of the Charles regatta.

Sports center welcomes 
new athletic trainer
By Jessica Hambleton
Contributing Writer

When Simmons athletes returned 
for the pre-season this August, 
they were greeted by the new head 
athletic trainer Alicia M. Roane. 

Roane the trainer room more-
disciplined for athletes returning 
for the fall season. Over the sum-
mer, Roane compiled a packet de-
scribing policies and procedures, 
which was distributed to athletes 
during the pre-season. She intro-
duced herself and let the athletes 
know the new stricter rules for the 
athletic training room - Roane’s 
“ice sheets.” 

In the past, athletes were not 
required to record the injuries they 
were icing, what sport they partici-
pated in, and what time they were 
in the athletic training room (ATF). 
Now athletes must record this in-
formation. Another important rule 
she initiated was mandatory clean-
liness before post-practice treat-
ment. Athletes must now wash with 
soap and water before treatment, 
including hot or cold whirlpools, 
electric stimulation, and ultra-
sound.  This rule was established 
in hopes of preventing the spread 
of deadly diseases, including Me-
thicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureas (MRSA). This is a type of 
bacteria resistant to certain antibi-
otics, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
Web site.

Roane also created new team 
rules. According to Roane’s rules, 
the first-years are responsible for 
the water set-up and break-down. 
If they forget the water, the entire 
team is required to do an extra run 
at the end of practice. Sophomores 
are responsible for obtaining their 
proper team’s medical kit when 
traveling for away games. Many 
rules for the ATF also rolled over 
from last year. Food, drink, cleats, 

and bags are still not allowed in the 
ATF.

Prior to accepting the head 
athletic trainer position, Roane 
worked as an assistant athletic 
trainer at the University of Notre 
Dame. As a child she had an in-
terest in marine biology, and said 

that she “just really wanted to 
swim with dolphins.” This dream 
faded, and instead, Roane received 
her B.S. in health education from 
Morgan State University. She later 
completed her M.S. in sports medi-
cine at Georgia State University. 

Roane has been active in 
sports for most of her life. In high 
school, Roane was a forward on 
her school’s field hockey team. 
She also competed in indoor and 
outdoor track. Her events were the 
sprinter relay, hurdles, long jump, 
and triple jump. She admits that 
some of her best memories grow-
ing up were of competing as an 
athlete in high school. 

Though being the head ath-
letic trainer takes up a lot of her 
time, Roane still finds time to re-
lax and explore new places. While 
traveling, she enjoys collecting 
picture frames from the different 
locations she explores. If she is not 
at the Holmes Sport Center, she can 
be found exploring cultural events 
or snuggling up with a good book–
anything but romance novels. 

A native of Bensalem, PA, 
Roane is a fan of the Philadelphia 
Eagles, her favorite professional 
team. She also enjoys watching 
Buzz, Georgia Techs mascot be-
cause “he’s so damn cute.” 

jessiCa hambleton

Alicia M. Roane is the new head athletic trainer. She implemented new rules 
for athletes, including her “ice sheets.”

Provided by Catalina rojo

Simmons’ Women’s Collegiate 4+ team on the Charles River. Last year, they 
won Simmons’s only medal – a bronze.

“This year Sim-
mons fields a team 
with a lot of depth. 
All of the rowers 
are working very 
hard as a team to 
raise the bar even 
higher than last 

year.”
~naomi rudov,

noviCe CreW CoaCh
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By Renée Frojo
Staff Writer

Breast cancer is the most common 
form of cancer among women in 
the United States, and the second 
leading cause of cancer deaths, ac-
cording to the American Cancer 
Society (ACS). The chance of a 
woman having invasive breast can-
cer some time in her life is about 
one in eight, and the chance of her 
dying from it is about one in 35.

Members of the Women’s 
Center and students from Mesick 
Hall joined hundreds of other 
teams in the fight against breast 
cancer at the 15th annual Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer six-
mile walk on Sunday in honor of 
breast cancer awareness month. 

“The point of the walk was 
more of raising awareness, because 
so many of us will be personally 
affected or be affected by a family 
member,” said senior Nicole Lin-
strum, co-director of the Women’s 
Center.

Participants began the walk at 
the DRC Hatch Memorial Shell at 
9 a.m. They walked alongside the 
river, down Boylston Street, and 
looped back around to the start-
ing line.  Afterwards, all walkers 
received goodie bags and relaxed 
while enjoying performances by 
local artists.  

Throughout the walk cheer-
leaders with noise makers chanted 
to motivate people, and signs post-
ed along the way had facts about 
breast cancer, according to Lin-
strum.

“It was all really inspira-
tional because some of the people 
walking were sick with breast can-
cer, and they were still walking the 
six miles,” said Linstrum, whose 
grandmother was diagnosed with 
breast cancer.

Breast cancer is a malignant 
tumor that starts from cells of the 
breast.  It occurs mostly in women, 
but a very small percentage of men 
have been diagnosed with breast 
cancer as well, according to the 
ACS Web site. 

The most common type of 
breast cancer is Invasive (infiltrat-
ing) ductal carcinoma. It starts in 
the ducts that carry milk from the 
milk-making glands (lobules) to 
the nipple. This cancer can break 
through the wall of duct and invade 
the tissues of the breast.  Eventu-
ally it can spread to other parts of 
the body.

Early breast cancer detec-
tion may improve the chance of 
successful treatment.  In order to 
detect breast cancer, the American 
Cancer Association recommends 
that women in their 20s and 30s 
have clinical breast exams every 

Making strides for breast cancer

three years, and women over 40 
should have a mammogram every 
year.  Also, women should start 
giving themselves breast exams in 
their 20s.

The point of the walk and 
breast cancer awareness month is 
for people to realize how promi-
nent it is among women and to 
make these facts about breast can-
cer known.

The walk was the ACS’s pre-
mier event to raise awareness and 
funds to fight breast cancer and 
provide hope to people facing the 
disease, according to the Making 
Strides Web site. 

Since 1993, when the first 
walk took place, 3.5 million walk-
ers have raised more than $230 mil-
lion. And in 2006, 450,000 walkers 
across the country collected more 
than $40 million to help fight breast 
cancer. This year’s walk in Boston 
alone raised $1,559,979.86.

The money raised through 
Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer helps the ACS fight breast 
cancer by funding research, pro-

viding free programs and services 
to improve the quality of life for 
cancer patients, and offering a na-
tional 24-hour cancer hotline. 

This is the first year a Mesick 
Hall team and the second year the 
Women’s Center participated in 
this event. 

“This year’s walk was great.  
Our team raised over $1,000, and 
it was really inspirational to see so 
many people walking for the same 
cause,” said team leader Katie 
Poole. “It’s not until you get there 
that you realize how many people 
are affected by breast cancer, and 
it’s awesome to know that so many 
people are willing to support the 
search for the cure.”

The Women’s Center has 
raised $1,235 so far, and will con-
tinue to raise money with a bake 
sale throughout the week. Also 
check out a Tea and Talk on Thurs-
day at 12:30 in W-007.

niCole linstrum

Bands performing at the  Hatchshell.

Provided by niCole linstrum

Katie Poole, Elizabeth Galoozis, Nicole Linstrum, and Ariel Hagan 
watching a dance performance at the Hatchshell after the six-mile walk.

“The point of the 
walk was more of 

raising awareness, 
because so many 
of us will be per-

sonally affected or 
be affected by a 
family member.”

~niCole linStrum, 
Co-direCtor of the Women’S 

Center
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By Kimberly Tran
Staff Writer

 
What is breast cancer?

Breast cancer develops from a 
tumor that is formed when cells 
from a certain part of the body be-
gin to reproduce rapidly, accord-
ing to the WebMD web site. Nor-
mally, cells will only divide when 
new cells are needed. When the 
rapidly reproducing cells appear 
normal, they are non-cancerous 
(benign), but when the cells do 
not function the same as the sur-
rounding cells, they are consid-
ered cancerous (malignant).

There are four different 
types of breast cancer: invasive 
ductal, ductal, infiltrating (inva-
sive) lobular, and lobular carci-
noma.

Ductal carcinoma remains 
in the milk ducts and occurs in 
the earliest stage of breast cancer. 
It is curable, but if left untreated 
it will become invasive. Invasive 
ductal carcinoma is a very com-
mon form of breast cancer that 
occurs in 80 percent of women. It 
originates in the milk ducts of the 
breast and then eventually attacks 
the fatty tissue of the breast.

Invasive Infiltrating lobular 
carcinoma begins in the area of 
the breast where milk is produced 
(lobules). This form of breast can-
cer spreads to surrounding tissue 
and possibly even to other parts of 
the body through the lymph and 
blood vessels. The non-invasive 
infiltrating lobular remains in the 
lobules. Although it is not techni-

Breast cancer 101
cally considered to be cancer, it 
can pose a risk if precautions are 
not taken.

What are the symptoms?

* A lump in the breast (may be 
as small as a pea that feels very 
hard).
* Change in size, shape, or con-
tour of the breast.
* Bloodstained or clear discharge 
from the nipple.
* Change in the breast or nipple 
(dimple, puckered, scaly, or in-
flamed).

It is important for women 
to perform self-breast exams in 
order to become aware of these 
signs early. Women with non-
invasive infiltrating lobular must 
have regular clinical breast ex-
ams and mammograms, accord-
ing to the WebMD web site.

Who is at risk?

According to the WebMD web 
site, the risk of developing breast 
cancer increases with age. About 
77 percent of women over 50 de-
velop breast cancer each year. 
Up to 10 percent of breast cancer 
cases are linked genetically and 
this risk increases if a relative has 
developed breast cancer in both 
breasts before menopause. Early 
menstruation (before age 12) and 
late menopause (after age 55) in-
creases the risk of breast cancer 
as well.
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And Then There Was the Word
A column about our language: Well, 
That’s the Old Ball Game

Bonjour, mes amies

Career Education Services ad 5”x 8”    Template

Rachel Sager, Simmons College,  Marketing Dept.
300 The Fenway, Boston, MA 02115   617-521-2359

Debbie Hird, Hird Graphic Design  978-281-6313

Weekly Drop-In Hours:
Have a brief question? Need your resumé
reviewed?  Meet with a career counselor.
Mondays and Tuesdays, 3:00-4:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Call for an appointment at 617.521.2488
Visit us in Palace Road Building, Suite 304 
E-mail us at careers@simmons.edu

C
A

R
EER

ED
U

C
A

T
IO

N
 C

EN
T

ER

80%
of all job seekers 

land jobs through 

networking.

SIM
M

O
N

S

CAREER SYMPOSIUM 
“DARE TO SUCCEED: VOICES OF STRONG WOMEN” 
Tuesday, October 30, 12:30 - 4:00, Linda K. Paresky Center 
Keynote: Joyce Kulhawik, ‘74, ‘02HD 
Arts and Entertainment Anchor for WBZ-TV
12:30-1:30 p.m. Linda K. Paresky Conference Center
Six Break Out Sessions!
1:45 - 2:45; 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Hear the stories of successful women role models, who will share
the roads they took that led to career success.

WORKSHOPS
Marketing Yourself Professionally: The Two - Minute
Infomercial
Wednesday, October 24, 4:30-6:00 p.m., P-304E 
It takes more to get a job than a resume! Learn to communicate your
strengths, accomplishments, and career goals in a powerful and 
concise manner by creating a verbal marketing piece. This technique
works when networking, exploring career options and interviewing.

EVENTS
Eileen Friars Leader in Residence Presents: Tina Packer
Monday, October 22, at 5:00 p.m., Kotzen Meeting Center
“What Shakespeare Can Teach Us About Leadership” 
This lecture is free and open to the public. Reception to follow.

Communications Career Information Exchange
October 24, Wednesday 5:30-7:30 p.m., Suffolk Law School 
Learn about communications careers from professionals in public
relations and advertising; print, broadcast, and radio; marketing and
event management, and corporate communications. 

Even the fans can get into it, 
by wearing their rally caps; that is, 
they wear their baseball caps with 
the visor part askew (on the side 
or in back) to bring good luck to 
the team.

Of course, the pitcher, the 
center of action, has lots of jar-
gon words associated with him.  
He was a Rembrandt; sometimes 
called a painter.  This is a pitcher 
with superb control who can con-
sistently throw the ball right on the 
edges of the strike zone.

Many words start out as jar-
gon in baseball and wind up in 
the general lexicon.  That is, we 
use them now not knowing that 
they were once invented for Ab-
ner Doubleday’s game.  Look at 
these:  ace, ground rules, ballpark 
figure, “he can’t get to first base 
with her so he was stranded out in 
left field,” “he can do everything:  
he’s a switch hitter” (a baseball 
metaphor with other meanings, 
as well), “we could see right off 
the bat that that show would be a 
smash hit,” “he’s OK; I’d go to bat 
for him,” “let’s take a rain check 
on it,” “dinner and a movie:  wow, 
a real doubleheader,” and so on.  
There is even, “What he did was 
inexcusable; that’s really bush 
league.”  (This is not a political 
reference.)

Even the umpires get into 
baseball jargon.  “The men in blue 
met on the hill.”  The umpires 
conferred on the pitcher’s mound.  
When I was a kid, I went to the 
games of the Hollywood Stars and 
the Los Angeles Angels, both mi-
nor league teams, at Gilmore Field 
in Los Angeles.  (This ballpark 
has been gone for decades, now 
replaced by CBS, Television City, 
right there in Hollywood.)  When 
the umpires came out onto the field 
at the beginning of the game, the 
organist would play “Three Blind 
Mice.”  The audience would howl.  
Nowadays they use four umpires, 
and the practice is gone.

When I get to reminiscing, 
maybe I should quit.  This game’s 
in the books.

By Shannon Brown 
Staff Writer

By now, everybody  at Simmons 
has realized that they live in 
the heart of the Red Sox Nation. 
Whether or not the Sox have a 
home game often influences the 
way we dress, our plans for the 
day, and sometimes it even chang-
es the way we get into the dorms 
at night.

It is difficult to walk down 
the street in our great little city 
without seeing a Sox hat or shirt. It 
often seems that just about every-
one around is rooting for our Sox.

This camaraderie makes 
Boston feel like the best place in 
the world for a sports fan. How-
ever, I have recently learned that 
this is not the case. 

It is Europe. Or more specifi-
cally, in my opinion, France.

Right now, France is hosting 
the Rugby World Cup. Although I 
have heard it is not receiving too 
much media attention in the States, 
it is not possible to walk down the 
street in a French city without be-
ing reminded of it.

One of the biggest differ-
ences between the Rugby World 
Cup and large sports events in 
the United States is that the teams 
are national. This means that no 
matter where people live in the 
country, they all root for the same 
team. This makes people come to-
gether in incredible ways. And it 
is not just people from one state or 

region, but the entire country. 
One of the best examples 

of this was the France vs. New 
Zealand game. The New Zealand 
team is called the All Blacks, and 
they are famous over here for be-
ing favored to win. Even though 
people in Aix-en-Provence favor 
the French team, some of them said 
they were still sure that the All 
Blacks would win. 

However, the people of Aix 
showed their support for their 
team, and therefore their country, 
by crowding around the open-
air cafes that had large television 
screens showing the game. Many 
even painted three red, white, and 
blue stripes on their faces.

There was so much energy 
that my friends and I decided to 
join in the fun. We got a couple of 
pizzas and some sodas and parked 
ourselves down at an open table.

I had never watched a rugby 
match before. Luckily one of my 
friends from the dance team came 
to visit that weekend, and since her 
dad played rugby in college, she 
knew enough about the sport to 
fill us in. It was great because we 
could stand on the café table and 
yell and cheer with everyone else 
and then say, “Okay Bridge, what 
just happened?” to find out why we 
were cheering. 

In the end, the most incred-
ible thing happened. France beat 
the undefeatable All Blacks. It was 
the most high-energy environment 
that I have ever been in. Everyone 

was happy and celebratory. Peo-
ple were literally singing in the 
streets.

Later, talking with my host 
mother here, I found out that these 
national sports victories often 
bring people together in incredible 
ways. She told me that on nights 
after a victory for France there is 
no racism and no fighting. Every-
one just celebrates together. 

For me, the whole idea of a 
national sport is new and exciting. 
True, the U.S. had a team in the 
Rugby World Cup just like we had 
one in the Soccer World Cup, but 
it is not the same thing. People in 
the U.S. do not care about rugby 
or soccer, like they do not care 
about baseball or football.  When-
ever I call home, I get updated on 
the Pats and the Sox, but never the 
rugby team. And soccer? Forget 
about it.

I love the idea of an entire 
country coming together and ev-
eryone rooting for one team. I feel 
like in the U.S. we could really use 
something like this. Although I 
love the regional camaraderie we 
have in New England, the idea of 
an entire nation coming together 
to root for one team is just terrific.

For example, at last week’s 
rugby game, where unfortunately 
France lost to England, the Presi-
dent of France, Nicholas Sarkozy, 
was in the stands to show sup-
port for his country. When would 
George Bush ever be at a Sox vs. 
Yankees game?

U.S. could use some rugby comaderie

Since baseball has 
been around well 
over a hundred 
years, journalists 
and sportscast-
ers have put their 
own spin on the 
language of the 
sport, creating 
some of the most 
lively, imaginative, 
creative lingo one 
could ever imagine.

By Sidney Berger, Ph.D.
ProfeSSor of CommuniCationS

Ok, readers, we’re into the play-
offs.  Hope your favorite hurler 
throws smoke.  Hope your favorite 
hitter goes the cycle.  Hope your 
team sweeps.

There is probably no sport in 
the world with more jargon than 
baseball.  Jargon is the specialized 
language used by people in a trade 
or profession.  In one of my areas 
of interest I can speak of posts 
and white posts and couching and 
throwing off the wave and forma-
tion aids–some of the jargon of the 
world of papermaking.  I’m sure 
most readers know the jargon of 
the areas of their own expertise.  

Since baseball has been 
around well over a hundred years, 
journalists and sportscasters have 
put their own spin on the language 
of the sport, creating some of the 
most lively, imaginative, creative 
lingo one could ever imagine.  

Some terms are fairly com-
mon:  homer, two-bagger, bullpen, 
sent down, and so on.  (Sent down 
means a player has not been do-
ing well and has been returned to 
the minor leagues.)  Some terms 
are pretty wild.  See if you know 
these:

“Smith swings, and there’s a 
can of corn.”  This is a pop fly that 
should easily be caught.

“He winds and delivers . . . 
and Jones goes yard.”  The pitcher 
prepares to throw, pitches the ball, 
and Jones hits a home run.

“Fuller comes to the plate 
under the Mendoza line.”  This 
batter is hitting under .200.  This 
is named after Mario Mendoza, a 
shortstop with such a low average.  
If the batter is hitting over .100 and 
under .200, he is said to be hitting 
“a buck and change.”

A good deal of baseball jar-
gon comes from metaphors, those 
words or phrases in which the 
thing taking place on the field is 
compared to something else, mak-
ing a visual comparison.  To hit 
a dying quail is to hit a ball that 
looks is if it is powered well, but 
which then just drops into the field 
looking like a quail that has been 
shot in mid-flight.

A fireballer is a pitcher who 
throws hard.  “That pitcher really 
pulled the string.”  As a puppeteer 
pulls strings, a pitcher who throws 
a ball that shifts its trajectory 
sharply and late in flight, fooling 
the batter, is said to have pulled the 
string.

A curve ball with a high arc 
is said to be a rainbow pitch.  The 
pitcher served up a salad.  That is, 
he threw a pitch easy to hit.  “Kou-
fax wheels and delivers the heat, 
and Johnson waves and fans.”  
Koufax winds up to pitch, throws a 
really fast ball (in the 90+-mile-an-
hour range), and the batter swings, 
misses, and strikes out.

From the batter’s perspective, 
“Scotty blasts a worm burner to the 
hole.”  This is a ball hit quite hard 
along the ground to a spot between 
the short stop and one of the other 
infielders.  That is a particularly 
vivid metaphor:  I can just imagine 
the charred remains of a worm af-
ter that play.
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Calendar Listing: October 19-27
Friday 10/19 Family Weekend Begins

October 19-21
See Simmons’ official website for more 

details

“Beyond the Beyond” Space Art Exhibit
11 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

Gurari Collections
Admission: Free

Latino Heritage Month Event
12-1 p.m.

Student Activities Conference Room
Guests are encourged to bring their poetry or 
short pieces to share. Beverages and desserts 

will be provided. 
Saturday 10/20 Family Weekend Event- Latin Night of the 

Arts and Celebration Dinner 
5 p.m. 

Linda K. Paresky Conference Center
Sponsored by La Organizacion Latino 

Americana (OLA)

Simmons Volleyball vs. Emmanuel
12 p.m.

At Emmanuel

Simmons Field Hockey vs. Maine-
Farmingham

12 p.m.
At Winsor Field

Sunday 10/21 Family Weekend President’s Brunch
10 a.m.-12 p.m.

The Charles Hotel, Cambridge, MA

Simmons Volleyball vs. St.Joseph’s (Maine)/
LaSell

Location: TBA
1:00/3:00 p.m.

Simmons Crew vs. Head of the Charles
Cambridge, MA

Monday 10/22 Simmons Celebrates Latino Heritage Month
Paint Your Maraca Day

11a.m-1p.m.
“S” Table in the Fens

Tina Packer: “What Shakespeare Can Teach 
Us About Leadership”

Public Talk 5 p.m. 
Kotzen Meeting Center 

Reception to Follow

WEB movie: Hostel II
8 p.m. 

Location: Wentworth Institute of Technology
Blount Auditorium

Tuesday 10/23 OLA-sponsored movie
7 p.m.

Quadside Cafe

Simmons Soccer vs. Suffolk
At Suffolk
Time: TBA

Sex 101: Surviving the Weekend
River Huston

7 p.m.
Location: Mass Art 

The Tower Auditorium 
Wednesday 10/24 Harmful chemicals in your makeup?  Come 

learn about them with the Women’s Center
7 p.m.

North Hall Living Room

Poet: Isis
7 p.m. 

Quadside Cafe

Frank Santos: R-Rated Hypnotist
8 p.m.

Location: Wentworth Institute of Technology
610 Lobby

Friday 10/26 Greek Food Festival
11 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Greek Evangelical Church of Boston
Homemade Greek dishes and desserts 

For more information visit http://www.gecb.
org

ASA Karaoke Night
Sponsored by the Asian Student Association

Quadside Cafe
5 - 11 p.m.

“The Game of Connect Four” 
From a Mathematician’s point of view

3:30 p.m.
Emmanuel College Library room G17 

Saturday 10/27 OLA-sponsored Movie
Ocean’s 13 

1 p.m.
Quadside Cafe

Sinners and Saints Halloween Ball
9 p.m. - 2 a.m.

Admission: 2 for $20
For more information visit http://www.bosto-

neventguide.com/events/halloween.htm

First Parish Haunted House
5:30-9:00 p.m.

Includes music, games, crafts, food, hedge 
maze, and the spine-tingling “Dungeon of 

Doom”
Admission: $5

For more information visit http://deadford.
blogspot.com

Thursday 10/25 Ipswich Days
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Art by Ipswich-born artist Arthus Wesley 
Dow

Addison Gallery of American Art- Philips 
Academy

Admission: Free

Words From The Walk: Gail Mazur
6:30 p.m. 

Institute of Contemporary Art: Barbara Lee 
Family Foundation Theater

Free tickets available on a first-come, first-
served basis

Visit www.icaboston.org for more informa-
tion

Mary Zimmerman’s “Metamorphoses”
8:00 p.m.

Harvard University
Admission: $15 (group rates available)
For more information visit http://www.

hrdctheater.com
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Sudoku Madness
Directions: Fill in the squares with numbers one through 
nine. Every three-by-three box should include every num-
ber one through nine once, as should every row and column. 
The answers to this Sudoku will appear in next week’s issue.

Spring Break 2008. Sell Trips, Earn Cash, Go Free! Best Prices 
Guaranteed to Jamaica, Mexico, Bahamas, S. Padre and Florida. 
Call for group discounts. 1-800-648-4849 www.ststravel.com.

Simmons Classifieds

investigate rumors. create controversy. see both sides. see shows for free. review mov-
ies. music. books. capture kodak moments. explore the night life. evaluate student life. 

see your name in print. express yourself. argue your point. go behind the scenes. get the 
inside scoop. poke fun at pop culture. meet musicians. actors. politicians. fight for your 

rights. make people think. question the status quo. make new friends. discover the power 
of your own voice. write. draw. photograph. opine. design. edit. lay out. get involved. 

join the simmons voice.
the possibilities are endless.

8 p.m. sundays.
arnold hall basement.
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“Mexican Street Graphics” are sensacional

hannah morroW

Fellow College of the Fenway, MassArt, is hosting a new exhibit: “Sen-
sacional Mexican Street Graphics.”  The exhibit is located on the second 
floor of the MassArt galleries and features art illustrating Mexico’s sights, 
sounds, and tastes.  The gallery is divided into six sections, each showing 
a different aspect of Mexican culture through street graphics.  The sec-
tions include advertisements from Work and Everyday Objects, Mamacitas, 
Food, Lucha Libre, Feelings, and Copies.  The graphics are large with vi-
brant colors and are very diverse in style and technique.  Some are comical, 
while others are serious and informative.  Each is creative it its own right 
and sends a message.  The exhibit will be at MassArt until Dec. 1.    


