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Simmons goes coedPage

13 Beginning in the fall Simmons will be accepting undergraduate 
males.

Simmons stops global warming Page

3Recyclemania was such a success that it has solved the world’s 
climate change problems.

Kim Trix

Al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden was apprehended in Java City today by Jared Chalky.

Chalky books 
bin Laden
By Kirsten Arm Pitts
Contributing Writer

Osama bin Laden, Taliban leader 
and suspected mastermind behind 
the Sept. 11 attacks, was shot today 
by Public Safety Director Jared 
Chalky. The shooting took place 
in Java City in the Main College 
Building (MCB).

Chalky said that he had been 
in his office, watching season four 
reruns of Walker Texas Ranger, and 
leafing through copies of Cosmo-
GIRL!, when he got a feeling that 
something was terribly wrong. 

“My horoscope told me to lis-
ten to my intuition today, and since 
CosmoGIRL! hasn’t failed me yet, I 
decided to do my rounds,” Chalky 
said. 

The showdown took place 
after Chalky discovered bin Laden 
waiting in line to order a skim mo-
cha, chatting with students about 
how he, too, had gotten totally 
wasted last weekend. 

“I was so close to blowing up 
Simmons! Damn my love for pip-
ing hot mochas,” bin Laden said, 
rubbing his wounded leg.

Chalky views the shooting as 
a victory for his public safety ini-
tiative, which included arming 13 
Public Safety officers with guns. 
But the proposal drew criticism 
from the Simmons community, 
in which many felt that the move 
from pepper spray to firearms is 
unnecessary.

Especially contested was 
Chalky’s comment that, as an open 
college with a small male popula-
tion, Simmons is a “soft target” for 
al-Qaida. According to an article in 
The Simmons Voice, when Chalky 
proposed this theory to the College 
of Arts and Sciences faculty, the 
group responded with laughter.

“Who’s laughing now?” 
Chalky asked. “With so few strap-
ping men to protect the fair, de-
fenseless maidens of Simmons Col-
lege, I knew it was only a matter of 
time before America’s number one 
enemy would show up.”

Despite Chalky’s warning, 
the shooting still came as a shock 
to most of the nation–a fact that 
amazes bin Laden.

“Oh, come on. Everyone 
knows that the best method for an 
attack is to utilize the element of 
surprise. It was either Simmons or 
the Lenexa Kansas Spinach Festi-
val, and well, I’ve always wanted 

to go on a duck tour, so it was an 
obvious choice,” Bin Laden said. 

Professor Zack Abuxa, re-
spected terrorism expert and for-
mer skeptic of Chalky’s theory, has 
cancelled his classes for the rest of 
the semester. Wearing a “trust no 
one” T-shirt while waiting in line 
for an autographed black and white 
headshot of Chalky, Abuxa said 
he has abandoned his old ways of 
thinking.

“Clearly, I have no idea what 
I’m talking about. From now on, 
every day will be opposite day. If 
something seems logical and right, 
I’ll just think the opposite, and 
that way, I’ll be more prepared for 
terrorism scares like this,” Abuxa 
said.  “On a related note, I rec-
ommend that you avoid laser tag, 
Brown Sugar Café, and Lady Foot 
Locker.”

But Abuxa is not the only one 
moved by the shooting. President 
Susie Scrimmy has announced that 
Simmons will be making a few 
changes as well. 

“First, I want every student 
to have a gun. After this incident, it 
seems completely clear: More guns 
equal more safety. It’s that simple,” 
Scrimmy said.  

Starting this fall, students 
will receive a pistol along with 
their acceptance letters. Scrimmy 
said that they will be encouraged 
to bring the guns with them to 
campus.

“If you forget your gun, 

Cheeper forks it over
By B. MacMoneyless
Contributing Writer

Former Simmons President Dan-
ny Cheeper announced that after 
several months of soul and wallet 
searching, he will donate his total 
compensation package back to the 
College.

“It just didn’t feel right to me, 
you know, sitting by my heated 
pool drinking strawberry daiquiris 
while wearing my new silk slip-
pers. There was just this knot in 
my stomach. At first I thought I had 
eaten some bad foie gras, but I real-
ized it was guilt,” Cheeper said.

He hopes that the $2.8 mil-
lion dollars will go directly back 
to the faculty who worked through 
the College’s rough patch but re-
ceived no compensation for their 
extra work. “Now, I did a lot of 
work. I mean a lot of work to turn 
this school around, but I’ve come to 
understand that being a professor is 
also hard work. Who knew?”

To many faculty members this 

comes as a surprise, but they wel-
come Cheeper’s change of heart. 
“This is a wonderful decision on 
the part of President Cheeper. Now 
I won’t have to deal with the smirks 
and snide comments the professors 
from, oh, every other college and 
university in the area, about my 
salary. Now I can tell them Sim-
mons runs with the big dogs, too,” 
said Professor Jeff Spinner.

But the faculty should not get 
too excited just yet. While Cheeper 
has said he wants the money to be 
used a certain way, it does not mean 
the Board or current President Su-
sie Scrimmy will comply.

Scrimmy has already alluded 
to some plans of her own. 

“This gift will enable the 
College to do so many things. This 
money might be used to pay for my 
travel expenses when I go on fund-
raising trips. That way the College 
won’t have to use all of the fund-
raised money to pay for my airfare 
and hotel. 

“Or, maybe I could take a 

break from the trips altogether. I 
would love to stay on campus more 
often. Maybe the money could be 
used to fund my get-togethers with 
the students. I’m sure we could af-
ford some better cookies. I mean, 
after all, the students are the ones 
who make this College so great. 
They should be rewarded, and it 
seems cookies are the ideal way to 
do it!” Scrimmy said.

Students burst into fits of joy 
when they heard this suggestion. 
“I, like, love cookies a lot. I think 
Scrimmy got this College right on 
the nose with the decision to use 
the $2.8 million to fund cookies. I 
mean, we obviously love cookies. 
Why else would we have the Cook-
ie Bakeoff as part of Simmons 
Cup?” said Sally Homemaker.

Some from the Office of Fi-
nancial Services suggested that the 
$2.8 million should go to help re-
duce the price of tuition, but that 
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“It was either Sim-
mons or the Lenexa 

Kansas Spinach 
Festival, and well, 
I’ve always wanted 

to go on a duck tour, 
so it was an obvious 

choice.”

~osama bin Laden,
aL-Qaida Leader
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Kanye West returns to Simmons
Check out his second concert sponsored by CAB this week-
end on the Residence Campus quad.
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Reflecting on the five-year anniversary of the warPage

12 Shannon Brown attends an anti-war rally in the nation’s capital.

Is it possible to have snowflakes all year long? Page

8Learn how you can have a wintry reminder of the beach in your 
home.

Traci Farrell

Dr. Robert I. Rotberg of Harvard University spoke with audience members after his lecture on the world’s repressive 
and rogue nations.

Warburg lecturer examines
repressive governments

Simmons launches
radio station
By Renée Frojo
staff Writer

Even though she was over 3442 
miles from Boston, political sci-
ence Professor Cheryl Welch felt 
close to Simmons.

“I’m here in Paris, listening 
to Simmons radio,” she wrote in an 
email. “It’s very cool.”

Simmons College Radio, or 
WSIM, had its first live broadcast 
from the Art Institute of New Eng-
land station (AiRadio) last Tues-
day. Six students from Len Mail-
loux’s radio operations class wrote, 
produced, and hosted the hour-long 
show that reached 44 listeners from 
over 25 states and foreign countries 
including Japan, Germany, Turkey, 
and Brazil–an audience that, ac-
cording to Mailloux, is impressive 
for a first broadcast. 

“For our first show, I think 
it was a great success,” said junior 
Eleni Stefanopolous, the show’s 
host. “We just played music, had 
weather and sports breaks, and 
reported on local, as well as inter-
national news at the bottom of the 
hour–it was awesome that people 
all around the world were tuning in 
to listen to us.” 

The archived performance 
was later sent via email to the en-
tire Simmons community by James 
Corcoran, chair of the Communi-
cations Department, who received 
several letters of support and con-
gratulations in response. 

“What a wonderful start with 
interesting national and interna-
tional metrics to show for audience 
reach during the launch,” wrote 
Cheryl Howard, vice president for 
marketing. “Len, the on air talent, 
and you [Corcoran] make Simmons 
shine in the digital age.”  

The show was streamed 
through a gateway on iTunes Ra-
dio, which hosts 14 other stations 
that are part of the Intercollegiate 
Broadcasting System (IBS). Af-
ter the Simmons station is techni-
cally prepared to broadcast, with 
the help of AiRadio, Corcoran, 
and Mailloux-also the chairman of 
IBS–it, too, will have a spot on the 
iTunes list. 

The studio for WSIM, locat-
ed on the third floor of the library 
building, is not yet technically pre-
pared.  The room is still in need 
of expansion and soundproofing; 
however, plans are in the works to 
have the station fully up and run-
ning by the end of the semester. 
According to Mailloux, the class’ 
goal is to broadcast its second live 
show from Simmons on May 6 at 

the Communication Department’s 
annual celebration of student 
work.

Much preparation has been 
underway to ensure a successful 
launch of the station. Corcoran 
has been working to create a ra-
dio station for almost five years. 
The problem, he said, was getting 
administration to fund the project, 
which is estimated to cost between 
$100 and $150 thousand.

“It was a tough squeeze, but 
I’m happy that we finally got it,” 
Corcoran said. “Our new President 
[Scrimshaw] has been exception-
ally supportive.”

 Beyond technical prepara-
tions, two semesters of Maillox’s 
radio class and other programs have 
prepared student leaders to run the 
station. During the weekend before 
spring break, four students from 
last semester’s Radio Broadcasting 
class joined Mailloux for the sixty-
eighth annual IBS Convention in 
New York City.  They attended 
seminars that included a creativity 
workshop, an independent music 
panel, and a music director’s fo-
rum. 

“It was a really great confer-
ence, and helped us to prepare to 
get our station going,” Mailloux 
said. “It was important for the stu-
dents who plan to be future man-
agers of the station to have gotten 
training under their belts and pick 
up some good ideas.”

The station is prepared to 
broadcast with a 10-channel audio 
mixer, two studio microphones, 
two CD music sources, Adobe 

Radio see page 3

By Traci Farrell
staff Writer

According to Dr. Robert I. Rot-
berg, millions of people are living 
under “capricious and arbitrary” 
rulers around the world, but other 
countries do not really know what 
is happening in these nations.  

Rotberg is the president of 
the World Peace Foundation and 
director of the Program on Intra-
state Conflict at the Belfer Center 
for Science and International Af-
fairs at Harvard’s Kennedy School 
of Government.  Rotberg discussed 
the “worst of the worst” repressive 
and rogue nations at last Thurs-
day’s Warburg lecture in the Linda 
K. Paresky Conference Center.  
The lecture was based on his book 
Worst of the Worst: Dealing with 
Repressive and Rogue Nations.

“How can we understand 
whether Zimbabwe is more or less 
odious than some of its neighbors, 
whether what President Mugabe is 
doing compares with North Korea 
or not, whether Equatorial Guin-
ea is in the same plan?” Rotberg 

asked.
Tens of millions of people 

around the world are being treated 
inhumanely while people in cities 
like Washington, D.C., London, 
Brussels, and New York cannot 
say much about these problems, 
according to Rotberg.

The purpose of naming the 
states that are the “worst of the 
worst” is not only to shame them, 
but to be able to create common 
policies to rein in repressors and 
rogues, Rotberg said.  “We . . . the 
citizenry of the free world . . . have 
an obligation to rein them in and 
make the lives of their subjects bet-
ter,” Rotberg said.

Leaders of oppressive states 
are “seductively manipulative,” 
and they corrupt, build personality 
cults, abuse their own citizens, and 
deny them human rights, Rotberg 
said.  North Korea and Zimbabwe 
both starve their citizens.  “They 
keep their citizens in line by deny-
ing them food rations,” he said.  Ty-
rants’ power is often strengthened 
by acting arbitrarily and whimsi-
cally, according to Rotberg.

Citizens of these repressive 
nations face “mindless brutali-
ties” from their leaders.  There are 
no court systems, so the only way 
citizens can often receive help is 
by finding a way into the ruler’s 
entourage, Rotberg said.

Nation-states can be ranked 
through a “checklist of repres-
sion” according to their levels of 
depravity.  Political prisons, as-
sassinations, denials of basic free-
doms, violence against women, 
and trafficking can be measured in 
this way; however, data is hard to 
acquire, according to Rotberg, be-
cause repressive nation-states have 
the most to hide.

“They do not go out of their 
ways to publish accurate figures on 
state-sponsored terror,” Rotberg 
said.  “Necessary data must be 
gathered from fugitive sources.”

Rotberg and his colleague 
Dr. Rachel Gisselquist found that 
North Korea, Burma, Turkmeni-
stan, Zimbabwe, and Equatorial 

Warburg see page 3

“For our first 
show, I think it was 
a great success. . 
. . It was awesome 

that people all 
around the world 
were tuning in to 

listen to us.”

~ eLeni stefanopoLous,
CLass of 2009

Ever wonder what a “mangeant” is?
Mr. Simmons returns to the College for the first time in four 
years.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Coffee, coffee, coffee
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Autism affects 400,000 in the U.S.
A new computer application may help treat autism in chil-
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SimmonS in Brief

Compiled by Traci Farrell and Beth Maclin.

Corrections

In issue 14 The Simmons Voice 
ran the statements of candidacy 
and pictures of students running 
for the SGA executive board 
positions.  It said the elections 
would be on March 24-26.  The 
decision to postpone the SGA 
e-board elections was made the 
day after the newspaper went to 
the printer.  If new candidates 
announce they are running for a 
position, we will run their state-
ment of candidacy and photo; 
however, we will not reprint the 
current candidates.

In issue 14 the article “CAS 
faculty expected to oppose 
CORI” should have listed Mer-
edith Blake as a contributing 
researcher.

idea was immediately 
brushed off as pointless.

“As long as we have enough 
cookies to keep the students happy, 
they won’t notice that they have to 
give us their firstborn child to af-
ford Simmons,” a senior admin-
istrator said under the promise of 
anonymity.

April
continued from page 1

don’t sweat it. We’d like to 
have everyone armed, but having 
a 100 percent armed campus is a 
pretty lofty goal, so to help out, 
we’ve instructed each Resident 
Advisor to keep a stash of loaded 
guns outside her door. I mean, we 
give out condoms to keep you safe, 
so this is really just the next logical 
step,” Scrimmy said. 

Chalky said he supports the 
new policy, but that for Simmons 
the road to safety will be long and 
rocky. 

“Look, we’re still a soft tar-
get. We have a low male popula-
tion, which of course means we 
also have a low roundhouse-kick-
to-the-face population, and that 
scares me,” Chalky said. “Guns, 
tanks, and possibly hand grenades, 
are our only means of survival. Be-
cause like it or not, there are some 
real crazies out there.”

Fools
continued from page 1

Audition digital production soft-
ware and full access to online and 
archived mp3s. Six students are 
already in place to run the station 
as managers and air staff for next 
semester.

“Now it’s just a matter of get-
ting an interest on campus and get-
ting shows,” Mailloux said.

Shows are open to everyone 
in the community, including stu-
dents, faculty and staff. Mailloux 
and Corcoran are encouraging 
everyone to take part and create 
shows that will be fun and inter-
esting for the community-both of 
them are even planning on having 
a show.

“I’m thinking of doing an 
R&B show myself,” Mailloux said. 
“I’ve talked to a lot of other people 
interested in doing shows, and it 
seems that we have several dif-
ferent music interests. I remember 
one student telling me they wanted 
to do a classical music show.”

Once enough programming is 
developed, the station will broad-
cast to an audience of 5,000 Sim-
mons College students, families 
and friends, and more than 40,000 
alumnae and their families and 
friends.  Beyond the community, 
the broadcast will be available to 
more than 72 million monthly In-
ternet radio listeners in the US and 
millions more abroad.

To hear the broadcast, visit 
http://www.backbone.com/sim-
mons.

Radio
continued from page 2

Guinea were the “gross repres-
sors.”  “Iran belongs on that list, 
and Cuba might also,” Rotberg 
said.  The study found Belarus, 
Syria, Uzbekistan, Togo, and Tuni-
sia to be high repressors.

“There were several coun-
tries which we didn’t include in 
our catch mitt simply because we 
have too many already,” Rotberg 
said.  Candidates for inclusion in 
a broader list included the Sudan, 
Saudi Arabia, Armenia, Azerbai-
jan, Cambodia, Eritrea, Libya, and 
Swaziland, in no particular order.

Out of 192 countries in the 
United Nations (UN), these 20 
are “really very, very bad and de-
serve thinking about as the worst 
of the worst,” Rotberg said.  “It’s a 
large proportion that the rest of the 
world needs to try to do something 
about.”

“Rogue is not a helpful con-
cept since it is clearly pejorative,” 
Rotberg said.  “It is devoid of 
analytical content almost totally.  

Yet it is a form of Washingtonian 
shorthand that will be difficult to 
suppress.”

Rotberg believes that the 
term “rogue” should be used pre-
cisely.  His book Worst of the Worst 
found that rogue states are repres-
sors who are also aggressive.  They 
promote and spread weapons of 
mass destruction, promote and 
spread terror, and traffic in arms 
and narcotics.  From the list, the 
only states that fit the criteria are 
North Korea, Belarus, and Syria.  
“These are the states that export 
destabilization,” Rotberg said.

Rotberg noted that it was 
difficult to label the five perma-
nent members of the UN Security 
Council–China, France, Russian 
Federation, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States–as repres-
sive states because these countries 
help define world order and norms.

“It makes no sense to decide 
whether or not, and to what extent, 
Russia and China and even the 
U.S., are repressive or aggressive,” 
Rotberg said.  “It is very difficult to 
put repressive against world order 
when it’s the world order that we’re 
talking about.”

Rotberg said that deciding 
what to do with repressive nations 
is extremely “troubling and puz-
zling.”  Widespread deprivation of 
human rights and state-sponsored 
oppression will be reduced only by 
world order, the Security Council, 
the UN, and the big powers acting 
consistently against repressors and 
rogues, Rotberg said.  “There’s no 
other way to do it.”

“I believe that explicitly mea-
suring and labeling highly repres-
sive states and showing the aw-
ful things they do is the first step 
toward reform and the improved 
well-being of millions of the poor-
est [and] most abused people in the 
world,” Rotberg said.  “The only 
way we’re going to remove their 
suffering at least a little, or start 
to remove it, is by making sure we 
know which of those states are our 
targets . . . and making sure we 
shame and name the states that are 
really outcasts of the world and de-
velop smart sanctions to deal with 
these states.”

Warburg
continued from page 2

“How can we un-
derstand whether 
Zimbabwe is more 
or less odious than 
some of its neigh-

bors, whether what 
President Mugabe 
is doing compares 
with North Korea 
or not, whether 

Equatorial Guinea 
is in the same 

plan?”

~dr. robert rotberg,
direCtor of the program on 

intrastate ConfLiCt

Alliance and ASA host Good Asian Drivers 
Tour

The Alliance and the Asian Student Association (ASA) sponsored the 
Good Asian Drivers Tour featuring slam poetry and musical performanc-
es on March 21 in Quadside Café.  ASA Co-President Wei Wong said that 
despite the last-minute venue change from the Linda K. Paresky Confer-
ence Center, Melissa Li and Kit Yan were “fantastic on stage” and at-
tracted an audience of around 45 guests.  The tour, according to their Web 
site, features a “radical duo” who will travel the country delivering “hon-
est and personal stories through their music and poetry about being queer 
Asian-Americans, while proving to the nation that they are indeed good, 
if not excellent, drivers.”  Their performances captivated the audience, 
according to Wong.  “They were able to connect to the audience with their 
stories and topics they covered, from identity to culture,” Wong said.

College will not expand use of CORI checks
College of Arts and Science (CAS) Dean Diane Raymond sent an e-mail 
to CAS faculty concerning the issue of the College using Criminal Of-
fender Record Information checks for more members of the community. 
She wrote: “I have learned that the College has no intention of applying 
CORI checks beyond those areas where it currently does them - security, 
finance and a few other “sensitive” areas. In addition, as you may know, 
some programs - nursing, corporate programs, and education, for exam-
ple - are required by law to CORI-check students in clinical placements.  
Beyond those cases, however, the College has no plans at this time to add 
CORI checks or to change its current policy.”

Simmons paves the way during Women’s 
College Week

Women’s College Week, which took place from March 17-21 and was 
planned by Student Government Association (SGA) President Alice Liao 
and Secretary Danielle Pepin, featured speakers and events throughout 
the week.  The theme of this year’s week was “Simmons Women Paving 
the Way.”  Events included a cake cutting in the Student Activities Con-
ference Room on Monday.  Laura Prieto, associate professor of history, 
spoke about women’s education and being a student.  The “That Takes 
Ovaries!” open mic event based on Rivka Solomon’s That Takes Ova-
ries!: Bold Females and Their Brazen Acts (Random House) took place on 
Monday night in the Kotzen Meeting Center.  The book, according to its 
Web site, “presents sixty-four brave, unabashed, fun-loving women and 
their short stories of strength and audacity.”  It was a “very emotional, 
very good event about spreading courage,” said Liao.  Junior France Be-
lizaire, senior Marissa Rousselle, and Liao each read true stories from 
the book.  The week concluded with a student/alumnae dinner that fea-
tured School of Management (SOM) alumnae C.A. Webb as the keynote 
speaker who spoke about the importance of women’s colleges.

Is your organization, department, or 
office hosting an event?  E-mail voice@

simmons.edu to tell us about it.
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Fierce clashes break out in Basra
Members of the Mehdi Army, a Shia militia, and Iraqi security forces 
have been fighting each other in the southern city of Basra over the 
past few days. Because guns and artillery have been used by both 
parties, authorities in Basra have imposed an indefinite night-time 
curfew to ensure as much security as possible to the people of the 
city. Routes into the city have also been sealed off as part of the 
security measures taken by Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri Maliki, who 
is currently visiting the city. On Monday, Maliki said the central gov-
ernment had decided to “re-impose security, stability, and law” in the 
country; however, the Mehdi Army, led by Shia cleric Moqtada Sadr, 
threatened retaliation if any of its members were targeted and their 
security was threatened.

Conflict rises on Comoros rebel island
The island of Anjouan in the Comoros archipelago in the Indian 
Ocean has been recaptured by African Union troops who have been 
fighting off rebel groups for a year. Colonel Mohammed Bacar, rebel 
leader and president of the semi-autonomous island, went missing 
after his re-election was declared illegal. About 450 Comoran and 
African Union troops staged the attack at dawn on Tuesday. These in-
cluded over 1,500 Tanzanian and Sudanese soldiers. The presidential 
palace was abandoned after invading forces captured the airport and 
Mutsamudu, the main city. The Comoros archipelago has a complex 
history with more than 20 coups since its independence from France 
in 1975.  Bacar was elected president of semi-autonomous Anjouan in 
2002. After his re-election in 2007 was declared illegal, the African 
Union agreed to provide troops to overthrow the leader.

Clinton presses over Bosnia claim
Democratic presidential candidate Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton 
has been challenged over claims she made of landing under a fire 
attack in Bosnia as first lady in the 1990s.  Television coverage of 
Clinton arriving in Bosnia and walking calmly from her airplane has 
triggered talk of Clinton exaggerating the situation. Her campaign 
has responded to the claims by saying she “misspoke” about landing 
under fire. Rivalry between Clinton and opponent Senator Barack 
Obama has grown as the April 22 Pennsylvania primary approaches. 
Talk about Clinton’s visit to Bosnia in 1996 rose over a speech she 
made about Iraq last week, in which she described herself and her 
daughter, Chelsea, as being at risk when they arrived. Other presi-
dential nominees have spoken out, saying this story “joins a growing 
list of instances in which Senator Clinton has exaggerated her role in 
foreign and domestic policy-making.”

Mugabe seeks election price cuts
Pay raises for teachers and civil servants triggered a price increase 
last month in Zimbabwe. As a result, President Robert Mugabe threat-
ened to force businesses to cut prices before the March 29 elections. 
Zimbabwe currently has the world’s highest inflation rate of 100,000 
percent. Last year the government ordered prices to be brought down, 
which caused shortages; however, they rose as a result of the sal-
ary increase. After summoning business leaders to a meeting with 
government officials, Mugabe warned that anyone who refused to 
cooperate would be nationalized. He is also targeting white-owned 
businesses since he has publicly denounced them for raising prices in 
order to reduce his chances of being re-elected. The Indigenization 
and Empowerment Act, which states that businesses are supposed to 
be majority owned by black Zimbabweans, will be used to penalize 
businesses for selling goods at prices above the official prices.

Sarkozy poses a threat to Olympic opening
As the political situation in Tibet worsens, French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy claims he has not ruled out boycotting the opening ceremony 
of the Olympic Games in China to take a stand against the crimes 
they have committed. France is the only country considering boycot-
ting the opening ceremony, since United States President George W. 
Bush and United Kingdom Prime Minister Gordon Brown are still 
planning to attend. France’s state television network said it might boy-
cott coverage of the games if Beijing censor protests during the event. 
France is among the Western nations that have appealed to Beijing to 
enter into peace talks with exiled Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai 
Lama; however, the Dalai Lama denounced Chinese troops for killing 
more than 10 Tibetans and denying them the right to protest peace-
fully. 

Lebanon will not attend Arab summit
The Lebanese government announced its boycott of the Arab summit 
due to the Lebanese Parliament’s failure to elect a president, reaching 
a record of five months without a president. As a result, the political 
system in Lebanon has been paralyzed for months. The pro- and anti- 
Syrian groups prevented the presidential election due to their failure 
to settle on an agreement. The boycott of the Arab summit due to be 
held this weekend in the Syrian capital, Damascus, has also contrib-
uted to  speculation that King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia and President 
Mubarak of Egypt will not attend the meeting.

Information form www.bbc.co.uk and compiled by Lucia Cordon

By Stephen Wade
(C) ap 2008

BEIJING (AP)–According to the 
state-run media, anti-Chinese gov-
ernment protests that marred the 
Olympic torch-lighting ceremony 
simply didn’t happen.

State-controlled Chinese me-
dia did not mention the embarrass-
ing disruption, which took place 
Monday in Greece when a protester 
evaded security and ran up behind 
Beijing Olympic organizing com-
mittee President Liu Qi as he was 
giving a speech.

The image and the report 
of the protester unfurling a black 
banner the Olympic rings replaced 
by handcuffs appeared around the 
world in newspapers, on Web sites 
and on television broadcasts.

But not in China.
The domestic censorship 

comes as China tries to avoid a 
public relations disaster abroad.

The torch relay and the Olym-
pics were supposed to feature a 
modern China. Instead, the intense 
coverage of Beijing preparations 
has become a stage for protests 
by pro-Tibet activists, and human 
rights and religious groups.

The games have also high-
lighted Beijing’s choking pollu-
tion, tensions over Taiwan and is-
sues with a Muslim minority in the 
west of the country.

The English-language Chi-
na Daily published at least eight 
articles about the torch-lighting 
without mentioning the disruption. 
It also ignored the protest of a Ti-

betan woman who lay in the road 
of the torch relay until she was re-
moved by police.

“A perfect start on the road 
to gold,” the newspaper said in a 
headline.

“The Olympic flame will ra-
diate light and happiness, peace 
and friendship, and the hope and 
dreams of the people of China and 
the whole world,” it said, quoting 
Liu’s speech. Liu is also the head of 
Beijing’s Communist Party.

While ignoring the protests, 
the paper carried a front-page ar-
ticle accusing some media of “dis-
torted and sometimes dishonest” 
coverage of recent riots in Tibet.

The Chinese-language Peo-
ple’s Daily, the main voice of the 
Communist Party, filled half of its 
front page and all of its sports page 
with reports of the torch lighting. 
There was no mention of protests.

The powerful Guangming 
Daily carried reports from the 
state-run Xinhua news agency.

“People in Tibet are looking 
forward to the Olympic Games,” 
one headline said.

“The whole country’s atten-
tion and enthusiasm for the cer-
emony showed the world that the 
Chinese people’s passion aroused 
by the Olympic flame is far beyond 
sports,” an article said.

TV also ignored the protests. 
China state-run TV cut away just 
before the protests on Monday and 
showed a prerecorded scene, pre-
venting Chinese viewers from see-
ing the incident. Chinese TV com-
mentators didn’t mention it. The 

TV coverage was broadcast with 
a slight delay, allowing censors to 
intervene.

International TV broadcasts 
from CNN and the BBC available 
only to foreigners in apartment 
compounds or hotels were blacked 
out when they carried scenes of the 
protest.

Unnerved by the threat of 
live TV broadcasts, China might 
bar live television broadcasts from 
Tiananmen Square during the Bei-
jing Olympics. Any ban would up-
set international TV networks, who 
have paid hundreds of millions of 
dollars to broadcast the games.

Foreign ministry spokes-
man Qin Gang called the protests 
“shameful and unpopular.”

“We believe that China has 
the confidence and capability to en-
sure a smooth Olympic torch relay 
and a successful Olympic Games,” 
said Qin, who tacitly acknowl-
edged the protests took place.

A half-dozen Chinese inter-
viewed on the streets Tuesday said 
they didn’t know about the pro-
tests.

“It’s not something we should 
care about,” said a migrant worker 
collecting garbage, who identified 
himself as Mr. Zhang. Migrant 
workers earn about $150 monthly 
and tens of thousands have been at 
work in Beijing building the city’s 
new Olympic venues and airport 
terminal.

“We’re not even quite sure 
we can still stay in this city when 
Olympic come,” Zhang added.

State-run Chinese media ignores Olympic 
torch lighting protests

US blames Shiite extremists for 
rocket attacks
By Kim Gamel
(C) ap 2008

BAGHDAD (AP)–The U.S. mili-
tary blamed Iranian-backed Shiite 
militia factions on Monday for a 
spate of rocket attacks that struck 
the Green Zone and surrounding 
areas, a day after the overall U.S. 
death toll in the five-year conflict 
rose to 4,000.

The White House called the 
grim milestone “a sober moment” 
and said President Bush spends 
time every day thinking about 
those who have lost their lives in 
battle.

“He bears the responsibility 
for the decisions that he made,” 
White House press secretary Dana 
Perino said Monday. “He also 
bears the responsibility to continue 
to focus on succeeding.”

The American deaths came 
Sunday, the same day rockets 
pounded the U.S.-protected Green 
Zone in Baghdad and a wave of 
attacks left at least 61 Iraqis dead 
nationwide.

Rear Adm. Gregory Smith, a 
U.S. military spokesman in Bagh-
dad, said the rockets fired into the 
Green Zone, also known as the 
International Zone, were Iranian-
made and supplied by the Quds 
Force, an elite unit of Iran’s Revo-
lutionary Guards.

The U.S. military has ac-
cused Iran of arming and funding 
Shiite extremists to fight American 
forces in Iraq. Iran denies the al-
legation.

U.S. Embassy spokesman 
Philip Reeker said two government 
employees an American and a Jor-
danian were seriously wounded 
and six other people required med-
ical attention after Sunday’s volley 
of rocket attacks.

Local hospital and police of-
ficials said at least 12 Iraqis were 
killed and 30 more were wounded 
in rocket or mortar blasts that ap-
parently fell short after being aimed 
at the Green Zone from scattered 
areas of eastern Baghdad.

“We have assessed the rock-
ets fired yesterday into the Interna-
tional Zone and those that struck 
neighborhoods nearby, were the 
responsibility of Iranian-backed 
special groups,” Smith told The 
Associated Press in an e-mail.

The military uses the term 
special groups to refer to Shiite 
extremists who continue attacks 
despite a cease-fire order by radi-
cal Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr 
to his Mahdi Army militia.

The deaths of four U.S. sol-
diers in a roadside bombing about 
10 p.m. Sunday in southern Bagh-
dad pushed to 4,000 the number of 
American service members killed 
as the war enters its sixth year. An-
other soldier was wounded in the 
attack, the military said.

The AP count of 4,000 deaths 
is based on U.S. military reports 
and includes eight civilians who 
worked for the Department of De-
fense.

“You regret every casualty, 
every loss,” Vice President Dick 

Cheney said. “The president is the 
one that has to make that decision 
to send young men and women 
into harm’s way. It never gets any 
easier.”

An American military official 
in Baghdad said each U.S. death is 
“equally tragic” and underscored 
the need to keep up the fight.

Last year, U.S. military deaths 
spiked as U.S. troops sought to re-
gain control of Baghdad and sur-
rounding areas. The death toll has 
seesawed since, with 2007 ending 
as the deadliest year for American 
troops at 901 deaths. That was 51 
more deaths than 2004, the second 
deadliest year for U.S. soldiers.

Tens of thousands of Iraqi ci-
vilians also have been killed since 
the U.S.-led invasion on March 20, 
2003, although estimates of a spe-
cific figure vary widely because 
of the difficulty in collecting 9.5 
in advance of provincial elections 
expected this fall. They have de-
manded the release of supporters 
rounded up in recent weeks.

Leaders of the Sadrist move-
ment called on supporters to pro-
test the arrests by closing their 
shops and businesses.

“This civil disobedience may 
be called for in the rest of Baghdad 
and maybe in southern provinces if 
the government does not free our 
detainees,” Sadrist lawmaker Ali 
al-Mayali said after attending a 
leadership meeting Monday in the 
holy city of Najaf.
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By Nora Levy
staff Writer

Although many articles and studies 
focus on how exercise can improve 
sex, the flip side is also true. Sex 
can be a form of exercise, depend-
ing on the duration and strenuous-
ness of the activity. The President’s 
Council on Physical Fitness and 
Sports (PCPFS) Web site states, 
“Exercise that doesn’t raise your 
heart rate to a certain level and keep 
it there for 20 minutes won’t con-
tribute significantly to cardiovas-
cular fitness.” Therefore, to qualify 
as aerobic exercise, sexual activity 
must be sufficiently strenuous and 
last for at least 20 minutes.

Because other types of exer-
cise can improve fitness and sexual 
activity, sex should be combined 
with other forms of exercise. These 
different exercises will help all of 
the muscles become and stay fit in 
all respects. 

 The PCPFS Web site states 
that an exercise regimen should 
include six different main periods 
of activity. These exercise periods 
will not all naturally occur as part 
of sexual activity. 

The danger of an exercise 
regimen that includes only one 
type of activity is that only one 
group of muscles may be worked, 
and so overall fitness may not im-
prove. Although it is possible to 
choose sex as a primary form of 
exercise, it might be helpful to con-
sider it a part of an exercise routine 
rather than the whole.

Warmup
The PCPFS Web site defines a 
warm-up as “5-10 minutes of ex-
ercise such as walking, slow jog-
ging, knee lifts, arm circles or 
trunk rotations.” The Web site also 
suggests “Low intensity move-
ments that simulate movements 
to be used in the activity.” In this 
context, this means that foreplay, 
including simulated sex, can serve 
as the “warmup.” Works perfectly, 
does it not?

Muscular Strength
The PCPFS Web site defines a mus-
cular strength activity as “a mini-
mum of two 20-minute sessions 
per week that include exercises for 
all the major muscle groups.” Al-
though the Web site suggests lift-
ing weights as “the most effective 
way to increase strength,” there 
are several possible substitutes. 
Positions in which one partner car-
ries the weight of both bodies — or 
just one — can be similar to weight 
lifting. 

Muscular Endurance
The PCPFS Web site defines a 
muscular endurance activity as “at 
least three 30-minute sessions each 
week that include exercises such as 
calisthenics, pushups, sit ups, pull 
ups, and weight training for all the 
major muscle groups.” Taking a 
dominant position during sex can 
be an exciting way to tighten the 
abdominal muscles.  If they feel 
sore the next day, that means those 
muscles worked hard enough to 
produce lactic acid buildup. Keep 
up the good work, and those abs 
will gain endurance!

Cardio-respiratory Endurance
The PCPFS Web site defines a 
cardio-respiratory activity as “at 
least three 20-minute bouts of con-

tinuous aerobic (activity requiring 
oxygen) rhythmic exercise each 
week.” The Web site’s suggestions 
include “brisk walking, jogging, 
swimming, cycling, rope-jumping, 
rowing, cross-country skiing, rac-
quetball, and handball,” but suf-
ficiently strenuous sexual activity 
for this amount of time could be a 
good substitute. To check whether 
fun time counts as aerobic exer-
cise, try checking the heart rate.

First, find a pulse in the neck 
or the bend of the elbow, using the 
pads of the index and middle fin-
gers. Count the number of times 
the heart beats in 60 seconds, us-
ing a watch to keep time. Check 
the Web site http://www.thewalk-
ingsite.com/thr.html to find the 
target heart rate, and compare the 
pulse measurement to the target 
heart rate.

Flexibility
The PCPFS Web site defines an 
activity for flexibility as “10-12 
minutes of daily stretching exer-
cises performed slowly, without a 
bouncing motion.” The Web site 
suggests that these activities can 
come “after a warmup or during a 
cooldown.” One way to fit this into 
a personal routine is by stretching 
with a partner before sex. A couple 
can get to know each other in a 
new context, and have fun flexing! 
Another benefit is that the muscles 
may be less likely to feel sore later 
if they have been stretched before-
hand.

Cool Down
The PCPFS Web site defines a 
cooldown as “a minimum of 5-10 
minutes of slow walking, low-level 
exercise, combined with stretch-
ing.” Of course, after sex the ex-
pected reaction may not be to jump 
up and start walking, but there are 
more natural ways to cool down af-
ter sexual activity. Try slow breath-
ing and some minor stretching to 
help the body adjust to a low level 
of activity. Although these are just 
suggestions for improving the use-
fulness of sexual activity, there are 
many benefits to improving one’s 
exercise level. Increased muscular 
endurance can lead to more en-
ergy, and better sex. However, sex 
alone will probably not constitute 
adequate exercise.  Make sure to 
include more traditional types of 
exercise in a weekly routine for op-
timal results.

By Carley Caldas
staff Writer

Doug Backlund is retiring after 
eleven years as head coach of the 
swimming and diving team. He is 
optimistic and enthusiastic about 
the future of the team and believes 
it can only improve.

After his many years as head 
coach, Backlund has decided that 
the past season will be his last. He 
has elected to take a job closer to 
his home in Duxbury. Backlund 
explained that although he loves 
his position, the weekend hours 
and daily commute are taking away 
from time with his two children. 

“My son is going to be 18 in 
ten years. He’s going to be graduat-
ing from high school! I don’t want 
to miss any of it,” Backlund said. 
His children, who are eight and 
five, are two of the main reasons 
why he wants a teaching job closer 
to home. He has worked as a sub-
stitute teacher for many years and 
hopes to continue.

Backlund, who is friends 
with the head coach of Duxbury 
High School’s swimming and div-
ing team, says he will volunteer as 
an assistant coach for the team. He 
has been a member of the Duxbury 
Yacht Club swim team for nine 
years and will continue. He will 
also coach a master’s team twice a 
week. 

Backlund recalls the first 
season he had at Simmons start-
ing in September 1997. The team 
had only four returning swimmers 
and no divers. The NCAA has a 
minimum of how many swimmers 
a team must have to compete. “I’m 
thinking, we don’t have enough 
swimmers, they might cut the 
program. I might be out of a job,” 

Backlund said. 
As a result, he created the 

novice swim team. He posted signs 
around campus inviting anyone to 
join the novice team, stressing that 
experience was not necessary. “We 
ended up with 14 girls who stuck 
with it,” Backlund recalls. The 
novice team trained for an hour 
every day as opposed to those who 
trained for two hours. After two 
seasons with the novice team he 
had accumulated a strong group 
of swimmers and began to build a 
strong team.

The team has been named 
Great Northeast Atlantic Confer-
ence (GNAC) champions six times 
and has placed between tenth and 
fourteenth place in the New Eng-
land competition.

“I really think that the new 
coach can drive the team up to the 
next level. The best days for the 
swim team are in front,” Backlund 
said. The athletics department has 
begun accepting applications, but 
has yet to find a replacement for 
him.

“They’ve been interview-
ing quality people and I really 
think that’s a tribute to the team,” 
Backlund said. He recalled that the 
freshman class in 1997 included 
fewer than 300 women. After elev-
en years at the school he observed 
that as the school grew so did the 
caliber of swimmers. 

The six training trips he took 
with the team are among his favor-
ite memories. The team went to Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla. three times, Ari-
zona State University twice, and 
Puerto Rico once.

Backlund also explained that 
when the team won dual meets, 
it was the most exciting aspect of 

the job. He enjoyed the strategy re-
quired to place a swimmer so that 
her best abilities could help the 
team win the race. 

Backlund explained that 
winning or losing by too much was 
“no fun” and that it was the “close 
ones” that made winning all the 
better. He was proud of the team, 
recalling that they have “won more 
of the close meets than they have 
lost.” 

He worked to obtain a new 
timing system and record board for 
the school. When he returns to the 
pool that he has managed for the 
past eleven years and sees the new 
equipment he knows he will be 
able to say, “Hey, I had something 
to do with that.” 

“I’m going to miss the young 
women on the team. They make 
my day fun and they’re the reason 
I come into work everyday. I wish 
them the best of luck,” Backlund 
said. 

The team is sad to see him go.  
“Doug has been an amazing coach 
while I have been at Simmons. He 
was great at motivating the team 
and cared a lot about his swimmers 
not only athletically but person-
ally. He wanted us to do well in 
swimming and in our lives. I look 
up to him greatly as he motivated 
me with swimming and helped me 
gain a lot of confidence in myself,” 
Junior Keri-Ann Arsenault said. 
“One thing that I will never forget 
is Doug telling me that if I couldn’t 
win, I was going to put up a good 
fight with a competitor and that I 
should have faith in my training.”

Backlund was named GNAC 
Coach of the Year this year. Ar-
senault says it is a “good farewell 
and thank you to him.”

Stretch your sexy muscle Swimming and diving coach retires

“Exercise that 
doesn’t raise your 

heart rate to a 
certain level and 

keep it there for 20 
minutes won’t con-
tribute significantly 
to cardiovascular 

fitness.”

~ president’s CounCiL on 
physiCaL fitness and sports 

Web site



Each day will consist of dif-
ferent activities and presentations.

Sunday, March 30
Along with Foley and Harris’s 
performance through the atomic 
world, viewers may enjoy watch-
ing nanotech pioneer Don Eigler 
demonstrating his ability to move 
atoms. As for those that would en-
joy less theatrical presentations, 
Harvard nano researcher Tina Shih 

will give a lecture on “Observing 
Nature on the Nanoscale.” 

There will also be more 
hands-on events, such as a dem-
onstration on nanotech-enhanced 
bone repair, computer games in-
volving nanotechnology, and dis-
plays of how nanotechnology is 
involved with ration packaging for 
the United States Military.

Tuesday, April 1
* Professor Katherine Ziemer from 
Northeastern University will be 
holding a lecture about engineer-
ing atomic materials at nanoscale 
levels.

Wednesday, April 2
* Professor Mansoor Amiji from 
Northeastern University will be 
holding a lecture about using nano-
medicine in cancer research. 
* A live television broadcast about 
nanotechnology will be displayed 
from Gordon Current Science and 
Technology Center at 5:45 p.m. It 
can be seen at home on the New 
England Cable News (NECN).

Thursday, April 3
* Dr. Mehmet Dokmeci, research-
er at Northeastern University, will 
be presenting three-dimensional 
nanoscale devices. 
* A forum will be held at North-
eastern University to discuss the 
risks, benefits, and future of nano-
technology. 

Saturday, April 5
The Amazing Nano Brother’s Jug-
gling Show will conclude the Nan-
oDays event.

Admission is free to educa-
tors that present their teacher iden-
tification card. More information 
regarding the times of each event 
can be found either on the Museum 
of Science Web site or NISE Web 
site.
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By Kym Tran
staff Writer

Between March 30 and April 5, the 
Museum of Science will be hosting 
a nationwide event known as Nan-
oDays. They have partnered with 
the Center for High-rate Nanoman-
ufacturing, located at Northeastern 
University and the University of 
Massachusetts, Lowell, and Har-
vard’s Nanoscale Scale and Engi-

neering Center. 
According to the Nano-

scale Informal Science Education 
(NISE) network, “NanoDays was 
created to provide a time and way 
to get community-based educa-
tional outreach efforts focused on 
nanoscale science, technology and 
engineering.”

Nanotechnology is a rapidly 
emerging field and according to 
Wired magazine, it is dedicated to 
developing materials at the atomic 
level. Using it on both a computer 
and scientific level, material scien-
tists and researchers hope to use 
nanotechnology for noninvasive 
surgery and constructing earth-
quake resistant buildings.

The Museum of Science will 
begin its week of activities with 
the world premiere of The Amazing 
Nano Brothers Juggling Show. It 
features performers Dan Foley and 
Joel Harris exploring the world of 
atoms, molecules, and nanoscale 
forces on top of seven-foot uni-
cycles. 

Museum of Science hosts an 
event for nanotechnology

By Kym Tran
staff Writer

Autism is a common brain disor-
der that is usually diagnosed by 
the time a child is three years old. 
According to the National Institute 
on Deafness and Other Communi-
cation Disorders (NIDCD), it af-
fects three areas of development: 
communication (verbal and non 
verbal), social interaction, and cre-
ative or imaginative play. 

Autism affects about 400,000 
people in the United States, accord-
ing to NIDCD. Although 75 per-
cent of people that are affected by 
autism are of low intelligence, ten 
percent have been found to portray 
exceptional skills. According to 
NIDCD, specific areas of interests 
develop quickly in these individu-
als, such as musical abilities or the 
ability to do advanced mathemati-
cal calculations.

As autistic individuals reach 
adulthood, they typically develop 
epilepsy, which is another type of 
brain disorder that causes convul-
sive seizures. A few characteris-
tics that have been shared among 
autistic people include repetitive 
behaviors, phobias, self-injury, 
aggression, temper tantrums, and 
unstable sleeping and eating pat-
terns.

According to the All Wales 
Autism Resource (WALES), au-
tism affects various parts of the 
brain that are responsible for plan-
ning, control, emotions, and motor 
coordination. Researchers are un-
able to determine why autistic indi-
viduals have problems with speech 
and language, making it difficult 
to successfully treat autistic in-
dividuals. While one patient may 
be unable speak, others are very 
articulate. Unfortunately, even for 

Giving autism a voice

“NanoDays was 
created to provide a 
time and way to get 
community-based 
educational out-

reach efforts focused 
on nanoscale sci-
ence, technology 
and engineering.”

~ nanosCaLe informaL sCienCe 
eduCation Web site

those that are able to speak, they 
may either use echolalia, repeat-
ing a word or sentence they have 
previously heard, or speak in depth 
about certain topics of interest, but 
cannot engage in interactive con-
versations. 

While there is not one specif-
ic treatment for autism, it has been 
found that diagnosis and treatment 
during preschool years works best. 
It is during early childhood when 
children begin developing certain 
behavior and verbal communica-
tion skills.

According to the American 
Institute of Physics, doctors have 
developed two computer programs, 
CareLog and Abaris. CareLog is an 
application that has a record of the 
autistic child’s behavioral data that 
is in a small device known as the 
Intel Personal Server. Additional 
behavioral data can be recorded 
into the CareLog application by 
connecting with Bluetooth, Java, 
or any other devices that have Web 
browsing capabilities.

“So what happens here there 

is a camera in the living room ac-
tually pointing down if something 
interesting happens I just press a 
button. When that behavior occurs  
sometime before and sometime 
after the incident is now saved to 
go over and take a look at,” said 
Gregory Abowd, who has two sons 
with autism.

Abaris is another application 
that assists therapists in conduct-
ing Discrete Trial Training (DTT) 
therapy. 

According to the Living With 
Autism Web site, DTT is a form of 
treating autistic children by pro-
viding simple and distinct infor-
mation to improve learning skills. 
Therapists use DTT as a way for 
the autistic child to develop a new 
form of behavior, such as improv-
ing speech or controlling and 
learning motor movements. It is 
also intended to teach the child to 
be able to respond correctly when 
given a request or asked a question 
and control disorderly behavior. 

The application is equipped 
with a digital pen and voice index-
ing technology that transfers each 
trial into video sessions. Abaris 
replaces the previous paper forms 
that were previously used by thera-
pists, allowing each video session 
to be analyzed and evaluated by 
other therapists.

CareLog and Abaris are two 
highly-innovative applications 
that have made a progressive leap 
to treating children with autism. 
While previous paper applications 
have made it difficult for caregiv-
ers to determine how much behav-
ioral data needs to be recorded, 
these technological advancements 
have made it easier to concentrate 
on the treatment rather than how to 
accurately portray the child’s be-
havior.

“There is a camera 
in the living room 
actually pointing 

down if something 
interesting happens 
I just press a but-

ton.”

~ gregory aboWd, father of 
tWo autistiC ChiLdren

WWW.geTTyimages.com

The Museum of Science will be hosting a week-long NanoDays event, featur-
ing hands on activities and presentations about nanotechnology.
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In the Simmons archives, an 
overstuffed beige folder marked, 
“Faculty Coeducational Commit-
tee 92-95,” contains the results of 
a coeducational investigation and 
the names of the 69 percent of the 
tenured faculty who supported it. 

On the first page lies a Post-
it note that has remained there for 
nearly 15 years.  The stationary is 
dated, but can still be found around 
campus today. In the middle, in  
faded blue, is the Simmons em-
blem. On any other version, the 
words “Stuck on Simmons” appear 
just above it. But not this one.

On this post-it, which covers 
a document demanding that Sim-
mons go coed in order to survive 
the twenty-first century, someone 
has crossed out “on,” and substi-
tuted “in.”  

For many, that is exactly how 
it felt. 

On April 30, 1990, the faculty 
came up with what many thought 
would be a viable solution to the 
College’s problems. In a 69 to 23 
vote, the faculty asked Holmes to 
resign.

He refused. 
The following year, accord-

ing to The Simmons News, nine 
faculty positions were cut. That 
spring, the College had a $1 mil-
lion  ‘overexpenditure’ in Financial 
Aid, as a result of the Director of 
Financial Aid being mandated “to 
do whatever was necessary in or-
der to bring in a freshman class,” 
according to The Simmons News. 
By that time, Simmons had a 67 
percent retention rate. 

Feeling pressure from all 
sides, Holmes abandoned his tra-
ditional plan and enacted one that 
he felt would be an appropriate 
response to the financial crisis. He 
enacted a voluntary severance pro-
gram, which was offered to 52 fac-
ulty members. Fourteen accepted. 

That spring, Holmes made 
another controversial decision. 
He took what was then Simmons’ 
most popular and well-furnished 
dorm, Arnold Hall, and leased it 
to men. 

 Many students were livid, a 
fact that only worsened when one 
of the new men on campus assault-
ed an Arnold hall resident. 

Just two years before the 
Faculty Coeducational Committee 
started in 1992, Simmons’ sister 
college, Mills College, in Califor-
nia, underwent some turmoil of its 
own. The administration had de-
cided that the following fall, Mills 
would go coed. 

The result was not pretty. 
Mills’ faculty and students went 
on strike for weeks. Two students 
tried to sue the college, saying that 
they had come to Mills because it 
was a women’s college. If the col-
lege admitted men, they wanted 
their money back. 

Across the nation, in Boston, 
some Simmons students and fac-
ulty protested in front of the Main 
College Building on behalf of their 
Mills sisters. Reporters from The 
Simmons News were flown to Mills 
to cover the protests.

Eventually, the protests paid 
off. The decision was reversed; 
Mills remained a women’s college. 

Though many Simmons stu-

dents viewed the Mills reversal 
as a victory for women’s colleges, 
the impact of it was all-too real, 
and did not guarantee anything for 
Simmons’ future. 

Times were tough; the Col-
lege was in economic crisis. 
Though it was doing better than 
many other women’s colleges, like 
Lesley University, Wheaton Col-
lege and Emmanuel College, it was 
not doing too much better. Sim-
mons status among women’s col-
leges was too far from Mt. Holyoke 
and Wellesley, and too close to the 
colleges that would just years later 
go coed under the pressure.

Thanks in part to Holmes’ 
honesty, the faculty knew all this. 
So did the students. What the 
students did not know, though, 
was that by the time Holmes an-
nounced his retirement in 1992, a 
new committee had been formed to 
investigate the possibility of going 
coed, and evaluate the success of 
colleges that had recently done so. 

“I like this place, I didn’t 
want to see it change,” Bromberg 
says, “but at the same time I want-
ed it to stay alive.” 

So, with the goal of keep-
ing Simmons alive, the Faculty 
Coeducational Committee began 
their investigation. Their research 
confirmed what for years had been 
only suspicions: that schools like 
Simmons were a dying breed, that 
Simmons was on a steady, down-
ward spiral, and that the solution 
could be relatively simple. 

That solution was being tried 
at a number of comparable former 
women’s-only institutions, and the 
results were impressive. Goucher 
College, which had gone coed in 
1986, was experiencing tremen-
dous success. The year before it 
went coed, Goucher received only 
696 applications. By 1994, it was 
receiving 1,151.

A number of other colleges— 
Skidmore, Sarah Lawrence, Bea-
ver and Colby Sawyer—had also 
hit record enrollments after going 
coed. But nothing hit home quite 
like the results of a little college not 
far from Simmons; one that until a 
few years before, had always been 
a few steps behind.

Now, at 1,738 applicants in 
1994, compared to just 800 before 
it went coed, Wheaton College was 
gaining ground, becoming more 
competitive, and making a name 
for itself among liberal arts col-
leges. Simmons, meanwhile, was 
not.     

So after two years of re-
search, the committee decided to 
push the administration. The new 
president, Jean Dowdall, held her 
position for just two years, from 
1993-1995. Already on the bad side 
of many faculty and staff members, 
and outwardly against the idea of 
going coed, Dowdall proposed her 
best solution to Simmons’ deterio-
ration: cut faculty, cut programs. 

But the Faculty Coeduca-
tional Committee hoped to per-
suade her. Armed with facts and 
charts, the group drafted a letter, 
which requested that the issue be 
discussed in the strategic planning 
process. With students and many 
faculty adamantly against going 
coed, the committee knew that the 
letter would need to be handled 
carefully. 

So the group took precau-
tions. Only a few copies were made. 
Those copies were then immedi-
ately sealed and hand-delivered to 
the four most influential people on 
campus: President Dowdall, Pro-
vost Jane Milley, who was fired 
just one year later, and Deans Wit-
tenberg, who resigned in 1995, and 
Robinson. 

Despite their efforts to main-
tain secrecy, the letter was leaked. 

With no choice but to take 
their information public, the com-
mittee gave a presentation to the 
faculty on Dec. 7, 1994.

“It had been our intention 
to act discreetly, but events have 
overtaken us, and the issue has 
been made public,” the Faculty 
Coeducational Committee said, 
according to the meeting minutes, 
“[The letter] was never intended 
to be circulated, although it subse-
quently was (not by us.)”

By the end of the meeting, 37 
of the 54 tenured faculty, 69 per-
cent, voted for Simmons to con-
sider going coed. 

That week, during the Stu-
dent Government Meeting, the 
executive board drafted their own 
letter to Dowdall. 

“Many of us feel, and see in 
our peers at coeducational institu-
tions, what we fear for the future of 
Simmons, were it to turn coeduca-
tional: mediocrity,” the letter reads. 
It goes on to ask that the adminis-
tration not discuss going coed in 
regard to the strategic plan.  

President Dowdall agreed. 
She continued with her original 
plan. 

“This document asks all 

This is part two of a two-part series regarding Simmons’ struggles to keep its undergraduate college single-sexed. 

members of the Simmons commu-
nity to tighten their belts and cut 
costs, while simultaneously seek-
ing exciting new opportunities for 
innovation and growth,” Dowdall 
wrote to the faculty in a Dec. 22, 
1994 letter. “We must grow and re-
duce simultaneously.”

 The document asked that 
the College reduce its faculty and 
programs, but grow its quality and 
diversity. The faculty, specifically 
the Faculty Coeducational Com-
mittee, scoffed at the paradox. In 
a letter back to her, they wrote, 
“the proposed downsizing, in the 
absence of a clear educational vi-
sion, is worrisome; without such 
a vision, downsizing creates an 
even weaker college that fails to 
capture the interest of prospective 
students.” 

Once again, they proposed 
the idea of going coed. Among the 
faculty members who signed a let-
ter asking the College to consider 
going coed were: Kirk Beattie, 
Carol Brewener, Peter Bowers, Pa-
mela Bromberg, James Corcoran, 
Laurie Crumpacker, Robert Gul-
lette, Steven London, Lowry Pei, 
and Mary Jane Treacy, according 
to The Simmons News.  

Dowdall refused. 
But Dowdall’s ability was 

not as strong as her convictions. 
In 1995, the year she resigned 
from Simmons, the faculty gave 
Dowdall a vote of no confidence. 

Looking for a quick fix, the 
College found itself in a bind. Un-
able to find the ideal candidate, the 
group selected a man who would 
serve as an interim president, with 
the understanding that he would 

be around for no more than two 
years. 

That man was Dan Cheever.
The former Wheelock Col-

lege president served as Simmons 
president from 1995-2006. Accord-
ing to an issue of The Simmons 
News, Cheever was upfront about 
Simmons’ failings, but ruled out 
the idea of going coeducational as 
a solution. 

That year, the Faculty Coedu-
cational Committee disbanded. 

In his first meeting with the 
faculty, Cheever told the group that 
his first focus would be on “heal-
ing.” His secondary focuses would 
be the College’s unstable finances, 
dropping enrollments and shaky 
curriculum. 

During his first year at Sim-
mons, the size of the first year class 
dropped 16.8 percent. To make 
Simmons more attractive to stu-
dents, Cheever, in conjunction with 
members of the faculty, worked to 
make the undergraduate curricu-
lum more rigorous. 

They eliminated the physical 
education requirement, replacing it 
with a new, and  initially unpopu-
lar, first year class: Culture Mat-
ters. 

The course is now known 
as the Multi-Disciplinary Core 
Course (MCC). 

That year, Cheever also ad-
dressed the College’s endowment, 
which in 1996 was just $104 mil-
lion—a number that put Simmons 
far behind the competition. When 
he was offered his position perma

The rough patch that looked like the end
When Simmons wasn’t so sunny: the coeducational debate heats up

KrisTin PiTTs

This year’s first-year class was the largest in Simmons’ history, but not long ago, with enrollment and selectivity 
down, it looked like going coed was the only option.

COED see page 8
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It seemed just quirky enough to 
work. A far cry from the typical 
tourist treasure, Kellie Quinn’s 
idea to create a snowflake made 
entirely of Cape Cod sand, packed 
a mix of artistic flair and a bit of 
sentimental value. And as orders 
pile up and more retailers add the 
grainy keepsakes to their shelves, 
it is evident that Quinn is not the 
only one who wants a piece of the 
Cape year round. 

“People really love that they 
can have a tangible reminder of 
their vacation,” Holly Daniels, co-
owner of Beachsand Snowflakes, 

says. 
Since starting Beachsand 

Snowflakes in 2003, the artist and 
self-declared beach bum’s work-
space has not been the same. Quinn 
admits that when she traded in her 
paintbrushes and easels for sand 
and a secret solvent, she got more 
than she had bargained for. 

“They’re supposed to look 
simple,” Quinn says of her Beach-
sand Snowflakes,  “but it takes a 
lot of work to make them look that 
simple.” 

The work, which leaves her 
hands raw and covered in cuts, 
takes 2-3 days per batch of snow-
flakes. Quinn starts with a solid 
template, covers it in three to four 

Local artist brings the beach home
Making snowflakes out of sand has Cape Cod business booming

layers of sand, and then sculpts it 
into a familiar snowflake pattern. 

The process is a routine for 
Quinn, who says that when she 
started off, she had not anticipated 
it being more than a part-time gig. 
Now, with orders ranging from 
3,000 to 5,000 per year, she says 
she typically falls asleep around 3 
a.m., only to wake up at 7 a.m. to 
drive her children to school and do 
it all over again.

To cut down on the workload, 
Quinn is adding her mother to their 
team of two to help with the sum-
mertime surge. Despite plans to 
launch a jewelry line this Septem-
ber, Quinn says it is unlikely that 
the number of employees will get 
any higher. 

“We are a unique product, so 
we don’t want too many people to 
know how it’s done,” Quinn says, 
referring to the sand-binding sol-
vent that took her months to cre-
ate and keeps the snowflakes from 
crumbling. 

Years after the launch of 
Beachsand Snowflakes, Quinn 

Provided by holly daniels

Beachsand Snowflakes, which Artist Kellie Quinn makes in her home, take 
between two to three days to create. 

says that the self-assuredness she 
has now is something she’s had to 
earn, and ironically, was one of the 
major things that held her back as 
she and Daniels started their busi-
ness. 

“I wish I would have had 
more confidence in knowing that 
people would respond well to the 
product,” Quinn says.  Daniels and 
Quinn say that when their product 
was picked up by various retailers, 
they did not expect a sudden and 
dramatic increase in orders. 

The surprising response 
proved to be both good and bad. 
Quinn worked around the clock 
to keep up with her workload, and 

Provided by holly daniels

Beachsand Snowflakes Co-Owner Holly Daniels displays the snowflakes at a 
trade show in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. 

Daniels shut their Web site down to 
stop new work orders. 

Though Quinn and Daniels 
admit that the transition from a 
cute hobby to a booming business 
was rocky, the best friends say they 
are moving on with confidence in 
their product and excitement for 
the future. 

Quinn admits that when she 
came up with the idea while at the 
beach with her children, she knew 
the idea was odd, but eye catch-
ing. But something about it seemed 
right.

“It sounds cheesy, but if you 
think you have a great idea, you 
have to go for it,” Quinn says.

“They’re supposed 
to look simple, 

but it takes 
a lot of work to 

make them 
look that simple.”

~KeLLie Quinn

beaChsand snoWfLaKes 
Co-oWner

nently after just one year, 
Cheever said that he would stay 
at Simmons until at least 1999 or 
2002, to oversee the centennial 
fund.

For the most part, Cheever’s 
tenure is looked at largely as a suc-
cess.  Retention rates rose, full-
time faculty salaries increased 
from the 69th percentile in 1998 
to the 85th percentile in 2005, and 
the endowment grew from $104 
million in 1996 to $170 million in 
2006, according to the 2006-2007 
President’s Annual Report.   

But despite these charted 
successes, Simmons has fallen— 
and continues to fall,—short of its 
competition in many areas. 

According to the 2006-2007 
President’s Annual Report, Sim-
mons’ first year retention rates 
have consistently lagged behind 
comparable schools. On average, 
data from the 2002-2003 school 
year through the 2006-2007 school 
year shows Simmons’ retention 
rates fall between 80-85 percent. 
Other women-only institutions, 
like Smith College and Mt. Holy-
oke, consistently rank at or above 
the 90-95 percent margin. 

But Simmons’ retention rates 

are not the only things lacking.      
Although the acceptance rate 

has dropped ten percent in the past 
decade to 69 percent, that percent-
age is still higher than Smith’s or 
Mt. Holyoke’s.  The report also ad-
dresses the endowment, which has 
almost doubled since 1996. The 
report reads, “While the endow-
ment continues to outperform its 
benchmarks, Simmons’s endow-
ment remains smaller than many of 
its competitors, and considerably 
smaller than aspirational schools 
such as Smith and Wellesley.”

As the competition contin-
ues to prosper, and less presti-
gious institutions submit to the 

coed solution, the reasoning be-
hind Simmons’ abillity to remain 
single-sexed is, to some a credit 
to the institution, and to others a 
mystery.

“Simmons has several huge 
advantages, and the first one is loca-
tion,” President Susan Scrimshaw 
says. “You have classes where you 
can be with women and get support 
and encouragement, and there’s a 
freedom to speak up.”

But that logic contrasts with 
the fate of Emmanuel College  and 
Wheelock College, former wom-
en’s colleges. The two shared the 
Fenway stretch with Simmons, 
along with the dynamic of a wom-
en-only classroom, only to go coed 
due to low enrollment and dwin-
dling funds. 

In response to this point, 
Scrimshaw says, “We’ve always 
been high quality. I’m not going to 
comment on others, but I think that 
liberal arts and careers was more 
fully developed here.” 

Scrimshaw also says that the 
fact that Simmons was not founded 
as a carbon copy of other liberal 
arts men’s colleges has put the Col-
lege at an advantage.

Still, it seems colleges and 
universities from a broad range of 
quality have been forced to rein-
vent their image. 

When Randolph College 
Trustee Jolley Christman an-
nounced that the College would 
go coed last fall, she did so with 
a letter entitled, “Why we had no 

choice but to go coed.”
“The fact of the marketplace 

is that only 3 percent of college-
age women say they will consider 
a women’s college,” Christman 
wrote. “The majority of our own 
students say they weren’t looking 
for a single-sex college specifical-
ly. Most come despite the fact that 
we are a single-sex college.”

That study, coupled with oth-
ers that indicate a lack of interest 
in women’s colleges, has served as 
an often-cited reason for women’s 
colleges to go coed. 

Somehow, the study, pub-
lished by The Washington Post,  
does not seem to have an impact on 
Simmons. According to the 2006-
2007 President’s Annual Report, 
last fall’s first-year class was the 
largest in Simmons history. At 479 
students, the group is a 10% in-
crease from the 2006 class. 

Though Scrimshaw is pleased 
with the College’s current standing, 
she says there is danger in being an 
unchanging institution.  

“We have to be nimble. We 
cannot sit here and say we’re 
comfortable. We have to be good, 
we have to be strong and we have 
to be forward looking,” Scrim-
shaw says. 

With the number of wom-
en’s colleges down to 60, flex-
ibility might be the only way to 
dodge academia’s trend. 

“As long as I’m president, 
we’re going to stay a women’s col-
lege,” Scrimshaw says.

COED
continued from page 7
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I was ashamed of myself for being 
so happy to leave.

But the fact is, I was. And not 
just a little. When our chartered 
mini-bus pulled into Khayelitsha, I 
welcomed it, silently.

After two days in one of South 
Africa’s largest black townships, 
my bangs had become a greasy 
paste on my forehead. My clothes 
were covered in a thin layer of dirt. 
I smelled a lot like body odor and 
a little like the many layers of de-
odorant I had used to mask it.

I was happy to see the twen-
ty-one-seat Toyota Coaster, be-
cause for this sour, Spring-Breeze-
scented girl, the bus symbolized 
hot water. A shower. Soap. Also, 
space, alone time, and freedom.

Looking back, I realize that 
I focused so much on what I was 
going to that I forgot to appreciate 
what I was leaving behind.

When we had first arrived, 
Vicky Ntozini welcomed us into 
the three-bedroom shack that 
serves as both her home and as 
South Africa’s smallest hotel—
Vicky’s Bed and Breakfast. Her 
homemade walls, lined with news-
paper articles, pay testament to the 
world’s fascination with her and 
her desire to bring tourism to an 
unlikely destination.

We sat in her living room in 
chairs that varied in color, shape, 
and comfort as she gave us what 
I soon learned was the standard 
speech for visitors. It began with a 
welcome and ended with her look-
ing at each of us, saying: “You are 
not here to see how poor we are. 
You are here to learn.”

But I was not quite ready. 
Although I had been preparing for 
this trip for months, I was not sure 
if I was ready for the kind of les-
sons Vicky was going to teach us. 
To put it simply, there was a lot to 
get over.

Outside, barefoot children 
walked on glass-covered streets. 
Multicolored shacks built of tin, 
cardboard, wood, and any other 
material available leaned on one 
another like mismatched dominos 
and stretched out for miles. Most 
families’ running water, if they 
had ever had it, was shut off. Never 
mind heat for the dropping tem-
peratures.

Vicky’s education was not 
the kind I was used to. I felt out of 
place—uncomfortable—and not 
just because my needs, like my 
wants, are so often met, but be-
cause poverty was right in front of 
me, and I was not sure what I was 
supposed to learn from it.

But before I could show 
any signs of an official freak-out, 
Vicky took us out of her house and 
down the dirt roads of Khayelit-
sha, stopping every now and then 
to talk with her neighbors. Within 
a few feet, we met smiling faces, 
a few waves, and occasional honks 
from teenage boys. After about a 
mile, we met a woman who runs a 
soup kitchen out of her house for 

This article is the fifteenth in a series of articles about human rights in South Africa. The series is the out-
come of COMM-328 Human Rights in South Africa, which Professor Dan Connell led for the second time 
last Spring. For more articles on South Africa, look for weekly installments in The Simmons Voice. 

elderly and HIV-positive members 
of the community. But we had not 
gone more than a few inches from 
her doorway when we met the one 
thing we had been warned about: 
the kids.

Just as Vicky had predicted, 
they were everywhere, and they 

wanted to hold our hands. So there, 
on the dust-filled roads of Khayelit-
sha, among women hanging hand-
washed laundry and boys playing 
pick-up soccer, my inner camp 
counselor came out, a few weeks 
before I’d anticipated needing it.

 A little girl in a stained beige 
shirt grabbed my hand. I asked 
what her name was. She told me. It 
was not Amanda or Kelly or Brit-
ney or anything else I recognized. I 
needed to hear it another time.

I asked again and again, until 
I got it right and she smiled.

I also wanted to know her 
age, what subjects she loved to 
study, and if she knew Miss Marie 
Mack. But she, and about ten of 
her friends, had questions for me: 
What was my name? Did I have a 
boyfriend? Who did I like better, 
Shakira or Beyonce?

It felt so good, so right, to 
be there, interacting with kids 
and talking with people who were 
making what looked like a slum 
into what in many ways is a thriv-
ing community. It felt right to take 

in the township through human in-
teractions, instead of with a click 
of my camera.

But that night, my warm-
ness, both literally and figurative-
ly, went away. A few other women 
and I went to stay with a friend of 
Vicky’s, who had offered up her 

home to us.
We literally put her out of 

her own bedroom, and though I 
thanked her, my mind could not 
stop counting the “flaws.” The bed 
was damp. The corrugated tin roof 
was leaking in many spots. The 
floors were uneven, and so were 
the walls. But what really got me 
was the bucket in the corner, with 
two pieces of fabric hanging on its 
rim.

As soon as the woman left 
the room, I turned to my roommate 
Faythe and said something that she 
still teases me for: “If you pee in 
that bucket, I’ll kill you.”

After vowing to one another 
that the bucket would remain un-
touched, Faythe and I tried our 
best to sleep. But nature had other 
plans. The rain started just a few 
hours after we got to the house and 
ended just before we left. That gave 
it just enough time to find its way 
through the tin roof and onto the 
floor, the pillows, and eventually, 
my forehead.

Cheesy poets and songwrit-

ers romanticize the rain. Before 
that night, I might have become 
one of them, but after hearing what 
rain on a tin roof really sounds like, 
I’ll leave those words to be written 
by someone a little more emo. I had 
never heard rain like that before, 
and I hope to never hear it that way 

again.
I woke up thinking that we 

were in the midst of a flood, wor-
ried that the shack might give way. 
The next morning, I found out that 
what I had thought was a thunder-
storm was really a light shower, 
one that left behind only occasion-
al light puddles.

That night I had wrapped my 
arms so tightly around myself that 
I was sore for days—a constant 
reminder of my night in Khayelit-
sha and the hospitality my self-pity 
would not let me accept.

That day we got back on our 
coach bus. Though it was hard to 
say goodbye, there was a shame-
ful, undeniable part of me that 
was happy to end my education in 
Khayelitsha. It is hard to be con-
fronted with your own privilege, 
and even harder to figure out that 
you have done nothing to deserve 
it.

The transition back to “va-
cation destination South Africa” 
was awkward. Our tour guide took 

Facing inequality: riding the teeter totter
us to a restaurant, where a buffet 
lined one wall. Then we went to 
the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gar-
dens, where unlimited money, time 
and labor are put into making sure 
that plants do not just survive, but 
thrive.

It was fucking ridiculous.
Those plants had more wa-

ter than most South Africans see 
in a month. We had just been in a 
place where we had lifted barefoot 
children over broken glass, even 
though their crusted, calloused 
feet were evidence that they had 
walked those streets for years. The 
very reason the kids were able to 
talk to us so much was because 
their school was closed; their un-
derpaid teachers were on strike for 
decent wages. And here we were, 
looking at these very cared-for, 
very beautiful plants.

But I can not pretend I was 
constantly appalled by our post-
Khayelitsha surroundings. That 
night we stayed in a waterfront 
hotel where we each had our own 
bedroom, our own TV, and a choice 
of what to eat. The bathrooms were 
big; there were no more buckets.

I felt guilty for being back 
in luxury and ashamed for getting 
comfortable with it so quickly. But 
the fact is, I loved my new bed. I 
loved my hot shower. I loved all the 
things I feel entitled to, but should 
not.

Beth called the trip “schizo-
phrenic,” and I think that is about 
right. We were either on one end of 
the teeter-totter or the other, though 
I am not sure there were any other 
options.

Since the trip, I have noticed 
that people are not sure how to han-
dle the township part when I talk 
about it. They waver between con-
cern and outrage. It is as though I 
have been somewhere I should not 
have been and met people I should 
have avoided. When they ask what 
it was like, I am never sure what to 
say. I get the sense that I am sup-
posed to have a sound bite ready, 
one that I can not possibly create.

But it was not “great” or 
“awesome” or even “okay.” 

No, we were not allowed out 
of Vicky’s alone, and I was not al-
lowed to walk around with a purse. 
I learned quickly to keep my jew-
elry in my bag and to only walk to 
the convenience store with at least 
a few children in tow.

But I never felt unsafe. I nev-
er felt at risk, and I certainly never 
felt as though I was in the most 
dangerous place in the world, as 
some would have it.

All I know is that there are a 
lot of reasons to leave Khayelitsha. 
It is home to extreme poverty, dis-
parity, and a lack of resources. Its 
simple existence is the legacy of an 
oppression that has ended formally, 
but lives on informally. But though 
most with the ability to do so leave, 
people like Vicky stay.

From my home in Boston, 
where I have the things I need but 
live in a suburb where neighbors 
are strangers and doors are locked, 
I can kind of understand why.

chrisTina lenis

Khayelitsha, South Africa is home to one of South Africa’s largest townships and Vicky’s Bed and Breakfast, where 
the students for Dan Connell’s Human Rights in South Africa stayed for two days. 
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Find a quiet place to have a 
coffee in the big city
By Meredith Wish
Contributing Writer

Coffee and college students have 
always gone hand in hand, and 
luckily, there are many places in 
Boston for coffee. 

Yes, there is the affordable 
Dunkin Donuts; however, after 
trying Starbucks, “Dunkies” does 
not quite have that “kick,” and 
could hardly keep you awake be-
fore finales. 

Starbucks, the ultimate “fan-
cy” coffee, comes with its own 
lingo; unfortunately, it sells more 
than just coffee, but a lifestyle. 
Sadly, the Starbucks lifestyle is 
more than what the average college 
student can afford.  

Though it is relaxing to grab 

an over-priced Macchiato and lis-
ten to Buddy Holly before class, it 
does not help the college budget. 

However, there are other 
places where a student can go for a 
relaxing time, and great coffee at a 
reasonable price. There are several 
places in Boston just waiting to be 
found. 

Many are familiar with “Cen-
tral Perk” from the popular televi-
sion show, Friends; now just imag-
ine the Central Perk and Starbucks 
combined -- thus, the creation of 
Espresso Royale Café (ERC). 

Espresso Royale is the ulti-
mate college coffee place, a Star-
bucks type of menu with affordable 
prices. Their community is  a wel-
coming, casual, and relaxing place 
to get together with friends as well 

as a place to sit down and work on 
that research paper.

It is the supreme place for 
a  college student, with couches, 
tables, and chairs, softly played 
indie music, and artwork by local 
students on the walls. 

ERC also does not allow 
cell phones in order to keep the 
peaceful atmosphere. The coffee is 
amazing, served in large amounts. 
Besides coffee, they serve tea, iced 
drinks, sandwiches, bagels, and 
desserts. Currently, there are three 
ERC’s in Boston. 

Another place is L’Aroma 
Café on Newbury Street. It offers a 
multitude of authentic Italian cof-
fees, along with teas, desserts, pas-
tries, and paninis. 

If genuine Italian food and 
coffee makes your taste buds wa-
ter, and the North End is too much 
of a hike, then L’Aroma Café is for 
you. L’Aroma Café received “Best 
of Boston” award in 2006. 

The atmosphere is amazing 
inside and outside. On a nice warm 
day, you can sit right outside and 
watch the life of Newbury Street 
go past. Inside, the walls and tables 
are yellow giving a warm Tuscany 
feeling. This place is great, espe-
cially if you enjoy real Italian cui-

sine. 
If Italian is not quite what you 

are looking for, there is always Par-
is, well Paris Creperie in Coolidge 
Corner. The lighting is dim, which 
sets a romantic relaxing mood. 

The place is really small 
and cozy, so sometimes it gets 
quite crowded. Though their cof-
fee is nice, they do not have quite 
the plethora of choices like that 
of Espresso Royale or Starbucks. 
However, they have their famous 
Nutella shakes and crepes. 

The Paris Creperie is one of 
the only places in Boston that has 
that selection. The atmosphere is 
nice and the service is great. Once 
you order, they bring it right to 
your table instead of making you 
wait by the counter. 

If you are not a coffee drink-
er, there is always the Tealuxe in 
Harvard Square and on Newbury 
Street. The Tealuxe has an over-
abundance of over 100 tea selec-
tions. 

Their teas include black, 
green herbal, white, chai, organic, 
and decaf. Unfortunately, due to its 
high popularity and small space, 
The Tealuxe is usually crowded 
and very busy. 

      

Get a Good 
Cup

Espresso Royale Cafe

736 Commonwealth Ave
Boston

286 Newbury St
Boston

44 Gainsborough St
Boston

L’Aroma Cafe

85 Newbury St
Boston

Paris Creperie

278 Harvard St
Brookline

Tealuxe

108 Newbury St
Boston

WWW.veer.com

Any of these cheap and delicous options will satisfy.

WWW.veer.com

Get a great cup of coffee at a local hot spot instead of the same old Dunkin 
Donuts or Starbucks.
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Fessler brings teen 
pregnancy to light
By Nora Levy
staff Writer

As a women’s college, Simmons  
actively supports programs and 
lectures about women’s issues. 

Reproductive rights and 
choice are two of these issues, 
which have changed radically in the 
past decades. On Thursday, Febru-
ary 28 at 7:00 p.m. in the Linda K. 
Paresky Conference Center, author 
Ann Fessler came to Simmons to 
share “the hidden history of wom-
en who surrendered children for 
adoption in the decades before Roe 
v. Wade.”

Barbara O’Brien, director of 
the Trustman Art Gallery and as-
sistant professor of art and music, 
issued the invitation. “The audi-
ence of 50 or so students, faculty 
and off-campus visitors, were fas-
cinated by Ann Fessler’s story,” 
she said. “She touched our hearts 
with her story of not only being an 
adoptee who searched for her birth 
mother but of an artist/scholar who 
collected the stories of hundreds 
of women who were forced to give 
their babies up for adoption.”

As the director of the Trust-
man Art Gallery, O’Brien believes 
that this event was characteristic of 
what the gallery hopes to portray. 

“The Trustman Art Gallery 
as part of the Art & Music depart-
ment at Simmons College believes 
in the great liberal arts tradition of 
the arts being an integral part of 
the life well lived,” O’Brien said.

“It was a fascinating, thought-
provoking evening that showed 
how the arts can be beautifully wo-
ven into the liberal arts... Simmons 
College is woven from the weft of 
the individual committed to global 
justice, and the warp of academic 
excellence: ideas in conversation 
with action.”

The event included not only a 
discussion, but also a screening of 
Fessler’s film, Along the Pale Blue 
River. O’Brien found the film “par-
ticularly moving; a black and white 
poetic metaphor for her search.” 

According to the Moondance 
International Film Festival Web 
site, Fessler’s film won the 2002 
Spirit of Moondance Award in the 
category of short film.

The following discussion fo-
cused on her book The Girls Who 
Went Away: The Hidden History of 
Women Who Surrendered Children 

for Adoption in the Decades before 
Roe v. Wade. 

“I think in her art, Ann 
Fessler connects to that part of each 
of us that searches for our place 
and the meaning in our lives,” said 
O’Brien. Fessler neatly integrates 
the messy stories of the birth moth-
ers she interviewed with facts and 
statistics about the social values 
and realities of the time period. 

In chapter three, “Good Girls 
V. Bad Girls,” Fessler writes, “By 
1970 most women, whether mar-
ried or single, were able to get pre-
scriptions for the pill...But in the 
state of Massachusetts a law still 
prohibited the dispensation of any 
kind of birth control to an unmar-
ried man or woman.”

These facts are interspersed 
with quotes from Fessler’s in-
terviews with women who were 
forced to give their children up for 
adoption. 

“The social worker was tell-
ing me, ‘No man is going to want 
to marry you, no man is going to 
want another man’s baby.’ She pro-
ceeded to tell me that the adoptive 
parents they would find for ‘the 
baby’ would be college educated... 
They would be able to give ‘the 
baby’ everything that I could not,” 
says “Christine.”

This book is a compelling 
read, and although many facts are 
repeated, that repetition enhances 
the horror and sadness of the situa-
tion that so many women endured. 
The stories of these women are 
sometimes shocking, and generally 
disturbing. 

What is most distressing is 
the similarity between the decades 
before Roe v. Wade and today. 
Many of the women interviewed 
discussed their naïveté and lack 
of information about birth control, 
sex, and pregnancy. 

The stigma surrounding un-
wed mothers is beginning to dis-
sipate as alternative lifestyles be-
come more socially acceptable. 

However, as long as society 
exists, there will be social issues. 
One of the many benefits of read-
ing The Girls Who Went Away is 
that maybe if we can understand 
society’s past mistakes, we will not 
repeat them.

The Jonas Brothers 
are more than just a 
boy band
By Jackie Carlozzi
Contributing Writer

When the anticipated stars rose 
from beneath the stage, the crowd 
went wild with deafening screams 
and cheers. 

However, it was not for Valora 
the new rock band from Los Ange-
les led by a strong female vocalist 
and backed by a seriously ampli-
fied band. Though they did give a 
solid performance that channeled a 
“Paramore” sound. 

Nor was it for Rooney, the 
internationally known and traveled 
rock/pop band. They were both 
just the opening acts, receiving 30 
minute slots each. 

The screams were for the 
headliners: the Jonas Brothers. The 
Boston University Agganis Arena 
hosted the young men on the last 
leg of their sold-out North Ameri-
can “When You Look Me in The 
Eyes Tour” -- fittingly named after 
their current hit single which has 
been all over the iTunes top lists 
since its release in February. It also 
hit no. 1 on Total Request Live the 
same day they played in Boston. 

The Jonas Brothers are best 
known amongst teens and were 
the opening act for the infamous 
“Hannah Montana Tour” this past 
winter. But do not write them off as 
just another group of Disney kids 
just yet.

The biological trio is com-
posed of Kevin, Joe and Nick 
Jonas. Who were originally dis-
covered and signed by Columbia 
Records later moving to Holly-
wood Records. The brothers have 
been touring for about three years 
now, with much more impressive 
acts than Hannah Montana.

They have opened for The 
Veronicas and performed at last 
spring’s Bamboozle Festival cater-
ing to an array of fans. They head-
lined their own summer tour in 
2007 in small venues and now they 
are touring sold-out arenas on their 
own merit all across America.  

What sets them apart from 
other young artists right now is the 
fact that they write all of their lyr-
ics. They play their own guitars, 
drums, piano, and the occasional 
tambourine... the entire show. 

They refuse to become an-
other manufactured “boy band,” 
and appear to be quite the quirky 
yet humble, group who are in it for 
the music. Their hour and a half 
performance showed range with 
upbeat dance songs, encouraging 
tunes, slowed down love songs and 
a cover of the 80’s hit “Take on 
Me” made famous by a-ha. 

The brothers play with an ex-
perienced backup band. Consisting 
of John Taylor on backup guitar, 
Greg Garbo on bass, Jack Lawless 
on drums, and keyboardist Ryan 
Liestman.

The group has been a cohe-
sive unit with the Jonas’ for a few 
years now. The exception is Liest-
man, who joined the band this year. 
And there is no loss of love from 

the fans, either. 
The show itself was an array 

of lights, which added excitement 
in the audience and enhanced the 
performance. There was a quick 
outfit change for the second half, 
where they ditched their previ-
ous black ensemble for all white. 
Still, they managed to coordinate 
throughout. 

The all-of-three outfit change 
was filled with a documentary 
video on screen of the Jonas’ life 
on the road. It left fans chanting 
for more because three minutes 
without Jonas seemed too much for 
them to take. 

When the band returned to 
the stage they all got into the act 
with the youngest, Nick, on the 
drums introducing all the members 
of the group. They came out to his 
command, each playing trash cans 
and fire extinguishers to workup 
excitement for the next song. 

After being satisfied by the 
unbelievable racket from the audi-
ence, they returned to their instru-
ments and sampled a new song. 
Though their third album does not 
come out until August, the audi-
ence never missed a beat. They 
were singing along and swaying 
their bodies furiously to the new 
tune. 

There were sporadic dance 
moves and a few flips that were im-
mediately coveted by the fans. But 
for the most part they stuck to do-
ing what they do best: playing their 
instruments. 

Kevin played lead guitar the 
whole night and at one point played 
dueling guitars seamlessly while 
habitually adding backup harmo-
nies for his brothers. 

It was during his solos on 
guitar that he really shined as a 
musician. He completely took the 
audiences attention from his broth-
ers in those moments and put him-
self in focus.

Joe acted the part of co-lead 
singer, but spent some time on the 
keyboard and Lawless’ drums. He 
played electric guitar with Kevin 
on the inspirational song “A Little 
Bit Longer,” penned about Nick’s 

fight with diabetes. And he shook 
his signature tambourine along 
with fans that brought their own in 
case he needed backup.

And then there was Nick, 
who seems young in comparison to 
his brothers yet had quite the stage 
command. Squeezing the most 
dedication out of the adoring fans, 
Joe played guitar steadily through 
almost every song. 

He got up on the dueling 
drum set and took over for a few 
songs, and then there were his two 
appearances on the baby grand 
piano. One for their signature slow 
song, “When You Look Me in the 
Eyes” and the other for “A Little 
Bit Longer.” 

Despite their day after day 
hectic schedule, they threw their all 
into the performance. The Broth-
ers hit some difficult high notes 
smoothly, cued the fans when to 
clap along, wave or just go crazy. 
They definitely were all over the 
stage working the screams out of 
their fans and giving them an en-
tertaining show, to say the least. 

Kelsey Garrity from Somer-
ville stated the reason they shine 
is because “they always come out 
strong...their voices stand out...they 
reach out to the crowd and they al-
ways bring their strengths.” 

One fact is obvious, their mu-
sic touches a lot of people, probably 
more than they ever imagined. The 
loyal base began steadily and con-
tinues to grow exponentially with 
every year they continue. 

So maybe fan Jesse Carlozzi 
from Waltham was on to some-
thing when she said she liked them 
because “they are real, normal 
people like you and me, not preten-
tious or fake. 

Just teenagers going through 
the same stuff other teens are go-
ing through and not just making 
fun music, but music we can relate 
to, stuff that happens everyday to 
every one of us. You [cannot] not 
like them, they worked hard for 
where they are and keep working 
harder and are living the dream.” 

Another thing for sure is that 
the Jonas’ are all very appreciative 
of their success. Repeatedly thank-
ing and praising their zealous fans 
who have all become smitten with 
the guys’ charisma, dedication and 
normalcy. 

The concert was a night full 
of screaming, clapping, waving, 
and glow stick madness amongst 
the loving fans. There were strong 
performances delivered by the en-
tire band. And by the end of the 
night, it was clear that their future 
looks bright as headliners. 

These platinum selling art-
ists who are about to tour interna-
tionally are the next big thing with 
a lot of projects up ahead. Before 
you typecast the band of brothers, 
you might want to take a listen; you 
may just be surprised at what you 
hear. 

roberTarood.Files.WordPress.com

Ann Fessler’s book is an empowering tale.

What sets them 
apart from other 
young artists 
right now is the 
fact that they 
write their own 
lyrics. They play 
their own guitars, 
drums, piano, and 
the occasional 
tambourine... 
the entire show
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And Then There Was the Word
A column about our language: I’m More 
Than Happy To Write This Column

Reporting from the Capitol
By Sidney Berger, Ph.D.
professor of CommuniCations

For years I have been chuckling 
over the phrase (that I encoun-
tered a good deal in the Midwest 
but that seems to be nationwide):  
“more than happy.”  “I’d be more 
than happy to look for this in your 
size.”  You know what it means to 
be happy.  But “more than happy”?  
Is this “overjoyed,” “bubbling with 
happiness,” “giddy with glee”?  

How do people act who are 
“more than happy”?  Do they jump 
for joy?  Do they smile broadly, on 
the verge of outright laughter?  Do 
they almost hug themselves with 
jolliness?  

A speaker who says he is more 
than happy to serve you just means 
he is happy to serve you.  But the 
“more than” makes it sound better, 
as if mere happiness is not enough.  
It would give him almost orgiastic 
pleasure to help you.  People have 
a tendency to overstate their cases 
so that they can impart a notion of 
how eager they are, of how little 
they would be disturbed by what 
they offer to do for you.  It is as if 
to say, “I will enjoy helping you, 
and it would not trouble me a bit.  
In fact, helping you would give me 
great pleasure.”  The “more than” 
construction is just an idiom to ex-
press an attitude, though, in itself, 
it comes across as silly.  (At least it 
does to me.)

Our language is full of such 
exaggeration, such hyperbole.  
Here is one that I have written 
about before in these pages:  I ask, 
“Do you have a copy of such and 
such a book?”  The answer, “Let 
me look in the back; I’ll double-
check for you.”  I often say, “Just 
check once.”  After all, I trust the 
person not to be a complete mo-
ron, so a single check is all that is 
needed.  Unless I think the person 
really is a doofus and must check at 
least twice.  

Here is another bizarre obser-
vation:  “I found it in the last place 
I looked.”  Well, duh!  You would 
be pretty dumb to be looking for 
something, finding it, and then 
continuing to look.  Obviously the 
implication is that the searcher has 
spent a good deal of time looking 
and finally found it.  But this word-
ing makes the speaker look silly.

Exaggeration is the source 
of many of these kinds of half-wit 
statements.  “If I’ve told you once, 
I’ve told you a million times:  don’t 
exaggerate.”  And the amplifica-
tion goes in both directions, great-
er or less than what is really meant.  
We often hear someone say, “Wait 
a second.”  A second is just a sec-
ond, a sixtieth of a minute.  What 
the speaker means is, “Wait till I 
can get to it,” or “Wait for a minute 
or ten minutes.”  Or just, “Wait!”  
People do not like to wait.  It is a 
waste of time.  So being told to 
wait just a second is almost bear-
able, though we know that the wait 
will be lots longer than a second.

Am I being too picky?  Read-
ers familiar with my columns 
know that I am the picky type 
when it comes to language.  I want 
communication to be streamlined, 
smooth, clear, and succinct.  I 
do not like a ton of verbiage that 
wastes our time.

And a sign of good formal 
communication is that not a word 
is wasted.  Not a word can be re-
moved from a communication 
without taking out some informa-
tion.  How many times have I heard 
a person ask, “Excuse me, but may 
I ask you a question?”  Well, duh!  
You just did.  It is a waste of time to 
ask if you can ask a question.  What 
if the listener says, “My policy is to 
answer only one question per per-
son, and you just used up yours.”  
Just ask your question and do not 
ask if you can ask one.

I guess I am being a prig on 
this.  It is courteous to find out if 
you may ask a question.  And I 
do not want to stand in the way of 
courtesy.

But then there is the state-
ment:  “I hope you don’t mind my 
interrupting, but . . . .”  By this time 
you have interrupted.  And people 
do not like to be interrupted.  

A few days ago I was in a 
meeting with someone behind 
closed doors.  Someone tapped 
gently on the door, opened it, and 
actually said, “I’m not really inter-
rupting.  I just wanted to give this 
to Frank” (not his real name).  Then 
she walked into the office and 
handed Frank (not his real name) a 
note, which he proceeded to read.  
He spent the next five minutes talk-
ing to the intruder while I just sat 
there “not being interrupted.”  

I recognize that behind many 
a “dumb” statement there is some 
logic, some explanation, some tra-
dition of language practice.  Too 
bad that many of them sound stu-
pid.  

Gotta run.
Well, actually, no.  I am not 

running anywhere.  I just have oth-
er work to do.

By Shannon Brown
staff Writer

 “George W. Bush and Dick Cheney 
took the same oath that we all did, 
to protect and serve this country. 
They have broken that oath and 
now they have the blood of the Iraq 
war on their hands.”

One man’s words, shouted 
through a megaphone, kicked off 
one of the many Iraq war protests 
across the country on March 19, its 
five year anniversary. 

I went to the protest that was 
across the street from the Capitol in 
D.C. to cover it for my journalism 
class here. However, I like to think 
I would have gone anyway, just to 
witness such a historical event. 

War veterans made up the 
majority of the protesters that gath-
ered on along Seventh Street before 
the start of the march. Veterans for 
peace, a national organization that 
was founded in 1985, seemed to 
have organized the event. 

One of the most shocking 
things for me when I looked at the 
crowd gathering on the grass before 
the march began was how young 
many of the veterans were. A lot of 
them looked like they could be my 
25-year-old brother’s buddies.

For me, the word veteran 
brings to mind the image of an 
elderly man wearing a military 
hat and walking in a small town 

Memorial Day parade, not people 
young enough for me to date.

These guys had seen un-
speakable things and had fought 
in a war, and they were just a few 
years older than I am. I could be 
one of them. That thought stuck 
with me for the rest of the day. 

Another striking contrast 
these modern veterans had against 
my stereotypical image was the 
uniform many chose to wear that 
morning; Black hoodies and jeans.

When was the last time you 
saw your grandpa—or even your 
mom or dad wearing a black hoody, 
jeans, and a wallet chain? 

The matching sweatshirts 
were no accident. They were Vet-
erans for Peace sweatshirts. Each 
one had the same strong message: 
You are not alone. This was written 
on the backs of the sweatshirts next 
to an image of a man looking at the 
guns and helmets of other soldiers 
placed on the ground. They repre-
sent people that have died in the 
war.

Although there was not a 
huge turnout for the march, there 
were at least 20 young veterans at 
the protest and many other older 
veterans of other wars.

The veterans who fought in 
the Iraq war are some of the most 
powerful people who can protest it. 
They were there. They saw the war 

Listen to  the voices  of  the Iraq War

first hand. But more than anything 
else, they all signed themselves up 
to fight. I think it can be assumed 
that since they volunteered them-
selves for the war that they thought 
it was the right thing for our coun-
try at one point. However, after be-
ing there, they no longer believe in 
it.

I think the protest organizers 
also know the power the Iraq war 
veterans and all veterans in gen-
eral have as protesters. They were 
told to be as the front of the march. 
The non-veterans who came to 
show support for the veterans and 
against the war were told to follow 
behind them.

One of the most powerful mo-
ments for me was when the veter-
ans all shouted “Bush and Cheney’s 
war is hell, Bush and Cheney be-
long in jail,” to the rhythm of the 
classic military chant “I don’t know 
what I’ve been told…”

For me, the contrast between 
the anti-American government 
words and the classic American 
military rhythm exemplified the 
transformation these former sol-
diers had gone through. 

With that chant, the protest-
ers, young and old, veterans and 
non-veterans, came together in a 
long line to begin the march.

shannon broWn

Many veterans attended the rally wearing black hoodies and jeans.

The veterans who 
fought in the Iraq 
war are some of 
the most power-
ful people who 
can protest it. 
They were there. 
They saw the war 
first hand. But 
more than any-
thing else, they all 
signed themselves 
up to fight. 

Am I being too 
picky?  Readers 
familiar with my 
columns know 
that I am the 
picky type when 
it comes to lan-
guage.  I want 
communication to 
be streamlined, 
smooth, clear, and 
succinct.  I do not 
like a ton of ver-
biage that wastes 
our time.

shannon broWn

Protesters listen to veterans from the Iraq War at a rally in Washington, DC.
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Calendar Listing: March 30-April 5
Sunday 3/30 The Harlem Globetrotters

Time: TBA
TD Banknorth Garden
http://www.harlemglobetrotters.com/

Games for Justice
Bagle Plus Cafe
131 Tremont St., Boston
$2
www.sojust.org 

The Threads/The Life Adventure
9 p.m.
Great Scott
Allston
$7
18+
www.greatscottboston.com

Monday 3/31 The Eels
10th Anniversary Tour
7:30 p.m.
Somerville Theater
55 Davis Square , Somerville, MA
$21
All ages

Open Mic
10 p.m.
The Middle East
472 Massachusetts Ave
Cambridge
Details TBA

Sunpower, Frank Castle Gonna Break Your Neck
8:30 p.m.
School of the Museum of Fine Arts
Free

Tuesday 4/1 ASA Cake Cutting
11 a.m.
MCB lobby

Feminism & Dessert
7 p.m.
Center for New Words
Cambridge
Free

SLAMBoston: 
Slam Poetry
8 p.m.
Boston Center for the Arts
$17

Wednesday 4/2 Student Government Association Meeting
3:30-5 p.m. 
Open to undergraduates, held every Wednesday

IFest: A Celebration of Israeli Culture
Linda K. Paresky Center
11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Ambulance LTD, Wild Light
8 p.m.
Middle East Downstairs
472 Massachusetts Ave
Cambridge
Details TBA

Thursday 4/3 Stephen Malkmus
9 p.m.
Paradise Rock Club
Details TBA

Dave Tree’s Art Show
7-9 p.m.
Herrell’s Allston Cafe
Free
All Ages

Wolf Eyes
9 p.m.
Middle East Upstairs
472 Massachusetts Ave
Cambridge
Details TBA

Friday 4/4 Julie Andrews Book Signing
1 p.m.
Borders, Downtown Crossing
Free

Double Exposure: Photographing Global Climate 
Change
10 a.m.
Museum of Science
Free with admission

French Kicks
9 p.m.
Middle East Upstairs
472 Massachusetts Ave
Cambridge
Details TBA

Saturday 4/5 Simmons College Sharks Vs. Clark, Connecticut, 
Franklin Pierce, and Amherst College
Worchester, MA
www.simmons.edu/student-life/athletics.shtml

Midnight Madness
Sponsored by Best Buddies
Scavenger hunt ends at the Holmes Sports Center
www.themidnightmadness.com

Murder by Death
Middle East Downstairs
472 Massachusetts Ave
Cambridge
Details TBA

List of The Week:
Top 10 Ways to Raise Your Grades

If your mid-term grades came back 
lower than you expected, the fol-
lowing tips can help you get back 
on track.

1. Go to Class
It can be tempting to sleep 

through a morning class every now 
and then, especially if your profes-
sor does not take attendance.  But 
missing class also means missing 
out on valuable lecture material 
and the opportunity to ask ques-
tions. Plus, skipping class is also a 
waste of your tuition money.

2.  Go to Office Hours
Professors put their office 

hours on their class syllabus for a 
reason.  It is a great opportunity 
to ask one-on-one questions or get 
some extra help with the course 
material. Even though some Sim-
mons professors seem intimidat-
ing, they are almost always willing 
to help students.  That is one of the 
best things about this school, so 
take advantage of it!

3. Block Facebook From Your 
Computer

If college students put the 
time into our homework that we 
put into Facebook each day, we 
would all be straight-A students.  It 
is easy to get sucked into Facebook, 
Myspace, Meebo, and similar sites 
for hours straight.  Fortunately, you 

can use certain anti-virus programs 
to block sites that distract you from 
your work.  You can also download 
programs that prevent you from 
opening anything other than Mi-
crosoft Word for a set amount of 
time.

4. Get a Tutor
Every Simmons student has 

access to free tutoring services 
through the Academic Support 
Center.  Head over to the center, 
located on the third floor of the Pal-
ace Road building, and see if they 
have any tutors available for your 
most challenging classes.

5. Buy a Planner (And Use It!)
A daily or weekly planner can 

help you keep track of your assign-
ments, prepare for upcoming ex-
ams, and schedule group meetings.  
Get in the habit of writing your as-
signments in a planner when your 
professor announces them in class, 
and include any important dates on 
the syllabus.  If you do not want 
to buy a planner, you can down-
load and print free templates from 
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/
templates

6. Break Big Assignments into 
Smaller Tasks

Using your planner, set 
weekly or bi-weekly goals to help 
turn large, stressful projects into a 

handful of small tasks.  This will 
help you stay more focused and or-
ganized, and keep you from saving 
everything until the night before 
it is due.  For example, instead of 
writing a giant paper all at once, 
set a smaller goal of compiling ten 
sources and reading through all of 
them.  Then you can set another 
small goal of writing an outline, 
then a rough draft, and so on.

7. Use “AskNow Reference Ser-
vices”

Wikipedia is not an accept-
able source for academic papers.  If 
you need some help finding some 
scholarly sources, or if you just 
need help starting your research, 
the AskNow service can point you 
in the right direction. The service 
allows students to send instant 
messages to reference librarians, 
who can reply with links to articles 
or tips on how to find appropriate 
resources.  Just click the orange 
and green “AskNow” link on the 
Simmons Library Web site.

8. Make an Appointment at the 
Writing Center

Writing tutors are available 
to all students, regardless of ma-
jor, and can help students perfect 
their papers.  Tutors can help you 
fix grammar or organization in 
your papers, and can also help you 
brainstorm and outline ideas be-

Sudoku Madness
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fore you even start writing.  Even 
if you are already a great writer, it 
can never hurt to have a second set 
of eyes look over your paper.  The 
writing center is located down the 
hall from the Academic Support 
Center on the third floor of the Pal-
ace Road Building.

9. Start a Study Group
As long as you stay focused, 

study groups can be a great way to 
prepare for big tests.  Talking with 
other people about the concepts 
you are studying, not just looking 
over notes, can help you memorize 
or better understand them.  Ask a 

librarian for a yellow flyer that ex-
plains how to reserve group study 
rooms in the Beatley Library, and 
book one for your group. 

10. Utilize Mornings
Resist the urge to sleep until 

your 11 a.m. class and make use 
of your mornings.  Make sure you 
start your day by eating break-
fast so you have enough energy 
to function.  The campus is usu-
ally quiet in the morning, so it is 
an ideal time to do some reading 
or studying.
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To the Editor:

In reference to the March 3 Eileen Friar Leader in Residence program with Denise Di Novi: I commend the 
College for the inclusion of these successful and talented women to supplement our educations. 

However, I must say I am rather taken back by some of the behavior of too many people during Ms. Di 
Novi’s presentation. 

While I understand everyone has independent schedules, this does not make it appropriate for the many 
obvious comings and goings during her presentation in the Kotzen room. Not only is it disrespectful-even rude-
to stand and leave when someone is speaking, it is also disruptive to the rest of the audience. 

Please, if you have a prior commitment during an engagement, either do not attend or stand in the back of 
the room and quietly and politely sneak away. 

We should not act as if Ms. Di Novi, or any one else for that matter, is obligated to speak with us. So when 
they do, we should act like professional, courteous t and give them the respect they deserve.

Betsy A. Halsey
Class of 2008

Agree? Disagree? 
Write a letter to the Editor. 

E-mail voice@simmons.edu
Due Sunday night by 7 p.m. 

300 word maximum. 

Simmons: countering the objectification of women, through the objectification of men. 

As of Sunday, 4,000 American men and women have died in the Iraq 
War.

That is like the entire Undergraduate College of Arts and Sciences 
was wiped out two times over.

That is like the entire graduate population from the CAS Graduate 
School, School of Social Work,  School of Management, Graduate School 
of Library and Information Science, and School of Health Studies was 
wiped out almost one and a half times.

That is like the entire full-time faculty was wiped out almost 20 
times.

And yet a week ago, on the five-year anniversary of the war, there 
was not even a peep heard from campus.

Media sources addressed the anniversary in different ways. The 
New York Times highlighted officials who were part of the planning of 
the war and who are currently managing the war. The Nation magazine 
focused on the “Winter Soldier: Iraq and Afghanistan” summit hosted by 
the Iraq Veterans Against the War (IVAW).

And The Daily Show with Jon Stewart had Alex Kingsbury, associ-
ate editor of U.S. News & World Report, who had just spent a month in 
Iraq, speak about his experience. One of the most interesting points made 
was defining patriotism. Kingsbury said that civilians in the U.S. think 
of patriotism in terms of whether or not you support the war, while the 
soldiers think of patriotism in terms of how aware and educated a person 
is about the war. 

If patriotism is defined by the latter, then this country is incredibly 
unpatriotic.

Kingsbury said that coverage of the Iraq War accounts for four per-
cent of the news. This is shocking considering how much money, diplo-
matic collateral, and lives are being spent.

And while it would be easy to blame the media for letting this im-
portant national disaster and tragedy be pushed to the back pages of the 
newspaper and constituting only a few seconds on the nightly news, we 
must remember that the media is a business and will give what its con-
sumers demand.

We must demand that the Iraq War once again is a front-page is-
sue.

We owe it to those who are fighting, have fought, and will fight in 
Iraq and to the future of this country.

Remember– the Iraq war is 
still happening
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Simmons puts men on display
By Rachel Galanos
Contributing Writer 

He is beauty and he is grace, he 
is….Mr. Simmons?

The Mr. Simmons pageant is 
being brought back this year, giv-
ing some of us the eye candy we 
have had to go off campus to get 
for the past couple of years.  As 
part of the Simmons Cup, dorms 
will enter their pieces of testos-
terone to show off their pageantry 
skills for the Simmons community 
to lust at and judge, all in the name 
of charity.  

But this male beauty pageant 
has stirred up questions within the 
Simmons community regarding the 
ethics behind beauty pageants.  If 
we are to look down upon women 
beauty pageants, then what makes 
it okay to parade around men?

“It’s not like we’re forc-
ing these guys into a swimsuit 
and throwing them out on a stage 
against their will.  Most guys I 
know would be dying to be gawked 
at by a room full of eligible wom-
en….especially at a women’s col-
lege!” said Deborah Rosenthal, a 
sophomore looking forward to this 
Simmons Cup competition.  

Male beauty pageants have 
become a popular trend for charity 
functions.  The Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology’s Black Wom-
en’s Alliance held their first annual 
“Mangeant….a male beauty pag-
eant with a twist,” donating all of 
their proceeds to The Global Fund 
in the fight against AIDS in Africa.  
Harvard sophomore, Jarell Lee, a 
contestant in the “Mangeant,” and 
the reigning Mangeant crown hold-
er, said that, “It was a fun experi-
ence that was more comedic than 
judgmental.  The crowd was great 

By Tara Kelly
Contributing Writer 

While I do not advocate for illegal 
activities, I do encourage the re-
form of laws that are antiquated. 
And one of the most antiquated 
laws prohibits the recreational use 
of cannabis. 

Since becoming illegal 
in 1937, the administration has 
made it appear as if everyone who 
smokes pot transforms into Cheech 
and Chong, goes insane, and then 
dies a horrible smoke-filled death. 
While there are some harmful 
side effects, such as a higher risk 
of lung cancer, paranoia, and leth-
argy, most of them are exaggerated 
or myths. 

The primary myth is that op-
ponents of legalization claim mari-
juana is a gateway drug, which is 
a psychoactive substance that leads 
to the use of other drugs. But re-
cent research by the RAND Drug 
Policy Research Center suggested 
marijuana typically comes first 
because it is more available, and 
drug users are naturally more will-
ing to try other drugs. Therefore, 
eliminating marijuana availability 
is unlikely to make any dent in the 
hard drug problem.

Frankly, marijuana should be 
legalized because it is hypocriti-
cal for it not to be– as more mind 
altering and damaging substances 
like alcohol and tobacco are legal. 
Drunk drivers and lung cancer 
claim numerous lives each year, 
but it is yet to be confirmed that 
marijuana has caused even a single 
death. 

In 2000, Ralph Nader put it 
best when he stated, “Annual drug 
deaths: tobacco: 395,000, alcohol: 
125,000, legal drugs: 38,000, ille-

and really fun.  I learned that it 
doesn’t take much to make a room 
full of females scream for you.  All 
it takes is a little skin!” 

Boston College graduate stu-
dent, Kate Jackson, attended MIT’s 
“Mangeant,” and said that “The 
whole show seemed to be very wel-
coming, for both the audience and 
the contestants.  Even the winner of 
the pageant had his friends crack-
ing jokes about him in the audience 
during the show.  Audience par-
ticipation was encouraged, which 
made the show even more fun to 
attend.  The whole show was very 
light hearted, very fun, and what 
girl would turn down an opportu-
nity to watch boys dance around on 
stage?  The entire experience was 
far from offensive.” 

So what is the harm in watch-
ing a man walk around in a swim-
suit?  If it is voluntary, for a good 
cause, and all just for a little fun, 
it is hard for one to see the con-
troversy the Mr. Simmons pag-
eant has stirred up.  The Simmons 
community is known for being 
open-minded and welcoming to all 
opportunities.  How can we host 
a debate with a well-known porn 
star, discussing how great the adult 
entertainment industry is, but yet 
we question a male beauty pageant 
that is more well-known to give 
someone a good laugh, rather than 
offend anyone?  The two do not 
seem to match up.  

The Simmons website de-
scribes the male beauty pageant 
as a “contest [that] will make you 
laugh until you cry.”  And from the 
looks of it, it seems as though the 
Simmons community, along with 
some males ready to strut their 
stuff, are ready to do so.  

gal drug overdoses: 5,200, mari-
juana: 0. Considering government 
subsidies of tobacco, just what is 
our government protecting us from 
in the drug war?”

Most doctors agree that when 
used in moderation marijuana is 
not anymore harmful than alco-
hol or cigarettes, according to Dr. 
John P. Morgan from the National 
Organization for the Reform of 
Marijuana Laws. Anything, even 
potato chips, can be harmful if not 

consumed in moderation.
Furthermore, marijuana is 

even less addictive than tobacco 
and cigarettes. Properties of mari-
juana are said to be mentally addic-
tive as opposed to physically ad-
dictive like cocaine, heroine, and 
prescription medications; which is 
why we do not see many people in 
rehabilitation for marijuana use. 

Another reason why it should 
be legalized is because it has ben-
eficial side effects. Recreational 
users claim it is a fun and calming 
drug. “It provides a euphoric high 
and makes watching movies really 

fun. The best part about weed is 
that it makes me relaxed,” said an 
anonymous user who received a 
1420 on his SATs while high. “Test 
high, score high,” he said with a 
laugh. 

“I know there must be a 
bunch of students and professors 
who smoke on a regular basis and 
are still able to function in the 
classroom,” said a Simmons stu-
dent, who wishes to remain anony-
mous.

Medical professionals say 
marijuana has been proven to be 
beneficial, too. Sufferers of glauco-
ma find marijuana helpful because 
it relieves blindness causing pres-
sure on the occipital lobes. In can-
cer and AIDS patients, marijuana 
is used to stimulate a person’s ap-
petite in cases of AIDS-related 
weight loss and chemotherapy in-
duced nausea. 

Legalization would free up 
resources to fight legitimate crimes. 
It would free up the court system 
and the police, and allow them to 
concentrate on other crimes. More-
over, marijuana-related crimes are 
taking a hit on our tax dollars. In 
the last year, more than $1 billion 
were spent on pot related crimes. 

Given the beneficial side ef-
fects and the savings and the sav-
ings, it only seems sensible to 
advocate for the legalization of 
marijuana.  With similar regula-
tions to those of alcohol and tobac-
co, it would keep the drug out of 
the hands of those who are not of a 
mature age to use it. Regulation on 
the type and amount of weed sold 
will reduce substance abuse and 
people will be able to safely and 
peacefully enjoy a little weed.

A blunt look at marijuana regulation

Regulation on the 
type and amount 
of weed sold will 
reduce substance 
abuse and people 
will be able to safe-
ly and peacefully 
enjoy a little weed.

By Eleni Stefanopoulos
Contributing Writer

After nineteen years of Mustafa 
Kemal Ataturk’s banning of head-
scarves in Turkey, the current 
prime minister finally lifted the 
ban and granted all citizens the 
same education, no matter how 
they dressed. Ataturk banned the 
scarf hoping to modernize and sec-
ularize the new Turkish Republic. 
He believed headscarves to be an 
obstacle in his campaign, making 
Turkey seem old-fashioned and un-
able to keep up with the Western 
societies. 

Headscarves were banned 
from all public areas such as 
schools and universities, courts of 
law, government offices, and other 
official institutions. Women could 
only wear their headscarves in the 
privacy of their own homes. This 
defeated their purpose because the 
headscarves function was to be 
worn when leaving the house.

Women argued that the 
ban was a violation of their hu-
man rights, and it was. Denying 
a woman her degree because of a 
floral print covering her head is 
as old-fashioned as it gets. Reject-
ing a simple human right such as 
the freedom of expression, or cul-
ture, for fear that it will threaten 
secularism is beyond traditional. 
A democracy requires tolerance 
of things you do and do not agree 
with. 

The United States’ first 
amendment states that we all have 
freedom of expression, speech, pe-
tition, assembly, and religion. All 
of us are granted equal rights, but 
not all of us will agree with each 
other. 

Wearing a crucifix uses the 
right of expression and religion. No 
teacher or school has the right to 
deny a student his or her education 
because of a symbol worn around 
their neck. Women in Turkey have 
been barred from higher educa-
tion because of their headscarf, 
according to the New York Times. 
One example is Fatma Benli, a 34- 
year-old lawyer in Turkey, received 
her law degree prior to the state’s 
imposition of the ban in the late 
1990s. However, her education was 
stopped when returning to school 
for additional graduate work be-
cause of a court ruling earlier that 
year that banned the scarves.

Even her mother urged her 
to remove her scarf, but Benli did 
not. 

“I just couldn’t do it…It’s my 
personality; my wholeness,” she 
stated. 

Headscarves are thought to 
create a polarization between Mus-
lims and western European societ-
ies. Many Muslims do not want to 
feel divided or different from the 
rest of the world. We are all in fact 
created equal, but we are not all the 
same. Being different is not wrong. 
No everyone shares the same be-

liefs, ideals, and morals. Muslims 
should be proud of being Muslims, 
and should have the freedom of 
wearing the scarf or not. 

The “clash of civilizations,” 
the theory of Samuel P. Huntington 
that cultural and religious identi-
ties will be the primary source of 

conflicts, is also another fear the 
secularist had. They believed that 
by diminishing the headscarves, 
less conflict would erupt between 
cultures. However, just because 
headscarves were banished, reli-
gion and culture still existed. The 
problem of intolerance will never 

cease if people continue to take 
steps backwards in order to avoid 
confrontation. Now, people might 
begin to realize that their coworker, 
peer, friend, or neighbor is not so 
different from them, even though 
they wear a scarf. Toleration will 
grow, perhaps.

Many believe that some val-
ues are innate. Whether those val-
ues be moral or ethical, doctrinal 
or ideological, they exist, and are 
different for everyone. In Benli’s 
case, and along with thousands of 
other women in Turkey, remov-
ing their scarf is wrong. And be-
cause they cover their hair, does 
not mean they are traditional, and 
conservative. Benli in fact is a 
women’s rights advocate. She can 
tell you everything about honor 
killings and the discrimination 
against women, and yet she dons a 
scarf herself.

Each country, society, and 
tribe has different values, religions, 
languages and culture. Some civi-
lizations get along with each other, 
however many clash, often result-
ing in years of bloodshed. Many 
believe that all major conflicts and 
wars will be because of religious or 
cultural differences, so by remov-
ing all signs of where they come 
from, in this case the headscarf, 
the stereotypes against the cul-
tures will be diminished, therefore 
resulting in less hate and violence. 
When a woman is wearing a head-
scarf, we automatically assume she 

is a Muslim, and many would treat 
her differently because of it. If she 
did not wear a scarf, no one would 
know what religion she practiced, 
and therefore treat her equally.

If only few women are in 
skilled professions because of a 
headscarf, that still keeps the coun-
try “backward looking”, as Ataturk 
called it. If men still are the only 
ones in the strong professions, then 
the country is still as traditional 
as it was before Mr. Ataturk took 
over. 

Simmons educates many 
girls that bear the headscarf. And 
they receive the same education as 
all the others do; Along with the 
others that wear a crucifix, or a 
kabbalah bracelet. What is the dif-
ference between a sports hat, and 
a pretty scarf? It does the same 
thing, does it not?

The secularists in Turkey fear 
that with the lifting of the scarf, the 
country will begin to reign with 
religion as it did many years ago. 
They want religion to take no part 
in state decisions, and if the women 
with powerful political positions 
are donning the scarves, the secu-
larists fear they are too traditional 
and religious and will be looking 
at everything through a religious 
view rather then a rational view.

Don’t Scrap the Scarves

Wearing a cruci-
fix uses the right 
of expression and 
religion. No teach-
er or school has 
the right to deny 
a student his or 
her education be-
cause of a symbol 
worn around their 
neck. 
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Simmons celebrates Purim with Hillel

“More than 250 students, faculty, and staff attended the Hillel Purim Carnival on Wednesday, March 19 in the 
Linda K. Paresky Center. Among them were four visiting MCC classes.  The festive Jewish holiday of Purim is 
celebrated each year in early spring to celebrate the Jewish people of Persia being saved from a death sentence.  
Carnival participants played a variety of games including pin the hat on Haman (the bad guy), bowling, hungry 
hungry Haman, Shushan mini golf, and the duck pond. Participants won tickets that could be redeemed for prizes at 
the prize booth. There was also a mask decorating table and a dress-up table with Purim related outfits where people 
could have their pictures taken.  In addition, there were many flavors of hamantaschen (traditional Purim cookies) 
to try, as well as fill-your-own hamantaschen. Carnival participants had the opportunity to assist with the assem-
bly of Purim bags, called Shaloch Manot, that are to be delivered to residents at Hebrew Senior Life, a local senior 
assisted-living community. Simmons Hillel sponsored the Purim Carnival at Simmons with support from the staff 
in the Office of Student Leadership and Activities,” according to a newsletter Hillel adviser Ailene Gerhardt wrote 
about the event.

ailene gerhardT and hannah morroW


