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Super Tuesday in the nation’s capitolPage

12 One reporter shares her experience of Super Tuesday from the political 
center of the country.

Renovations on the Fens have begun Page

2The first phase of the Fens expansion project is underway, and 
there are noticable changes already.

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Beth Maclin

Above is one t-shirt shown at the annual Clothesline Project, which was held yesterday 
in the Kotzen Meeting Room.
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By Renée Frojo and
Jessica Rudis
Staff WriterS

Two threatening pieces of hate mail 
were placed in a Simmons College 
professor’s office and mailbox on 
Monday. The Department of Public 
Safety is treating the incident as a 
hate crime under state and federal 
standards and is currently investi-
gating the situation.

“The letters were vicious, 
racist, and threatening,” said Sim-
mons College President Susan C. 
Scrimshaw. “This is a hate crime 
and a criminal offense that will be 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of 
the law.”

A day after the professor 
found the letters, a third note was 
posted on a bulletin board in the 
Palace Road building, according to 

public safety records.
At this point it is uncertain 

whether the letters were sent by 
someone within the Simmons 
community or outside. Scrimshaw 
said that whoever wrote the letters 
must have had some knowledge 
of the professor and his work. “It 
is possible that this professor was 
targeted because he is visible in 
the community and makes a dif-
ference in people’s lives and con-
stantly speaks up against racism,” 
she said.

An open forum for the com-
munity was held on Wednesday to 
discuss the issue. Prior to the meet-
ing, Scrimshaw expressed three 
goals that she would like to see 
come of the discussion.

She said she hopes that the 
staff would share their personal 
feelings and let the community 

know that this is unacceptable 
and will not be tolerated. She also 
wants the forum to be a safe place 
to vent, and an opportunity for the 
community to rally and be sup-
portive of each other.

“Simmons is felt to be a safe 
community where we are free to be 
who we are as individuals.  This is 
disturbing on a number of levels,” 
said the Assistant Dean for Student 
Life and Director of Multicultural 
Affairs, Lisa Smith-Mcqueenie.

“I believe that this is a com-
manding opportunity brought 
about by an awful incident,” Smith-
Mcqueenie said.  “While the histo-
ry of the community has not neces-
sitated our being a responsive 

Simmons professor targeted in 
hate crime

Hate Mail see page 3

By Traci Farrell
Staff Writer

Starting in August Public Safety 
Campus Police Officers will start 
carrying guns on campus.  

The guns are part of a six-
point public safety initiative that 
also includes joining a reverse 911 
system, joining the Boston Police 
Homeland Security Archangel 
Project, placing emergency notifi-
cation systems in every classroom, 
wearing identification badges at 
all times, and utilizing the Crimi-
nal Offender Record Information 
(CORI) laws. 

Bill Concannon, director 
of Business Affairs, and Gerald 
Chaulk, director of Public Safe-
ty presented the initiative to the 
Student Government Association 
(SGA) at last Wednesday’s meet-
ing.  They said that guns will only 
be assigned to the 13 campus po-
lice officers, not security or public 
safety officers.

“We are aware of Virginia 
Tech and how many people were 
harmed,” Concannon said.  “It’s 
the right time in our community.”

Many senators asked ques-
tions regarding the storage of the 
guns, who will have access to 
them, and the cost of the initia-
tive.  The firearms will be stored in 
lockers where only individual offi-
cers will have access to his or her 
locker.  When they are in use, the 
guns will be carried in a level three 
holster, which means that there are 
three retentions keeping the gun in 
the holster.  Only the officer wear-
ing it can remove it.

“The only time that the 
weapon is drawn is when some-
one’s life is on the line.  That’s the 
only time,” Chaulk said.

The one-time cost for the 
initiative will be around $50,000.  
The guns are around $400, accord-
ing to Concannon.

“The training and lockers are 
very expensive.  The holsters are 
very expensive.  They are one-time 
costs,” Concannon said.  “The sus-
tained costs are much less, though I 
don’t have a dollar figure on that.”

Everything is a budget, value 
vs. need, and what can be afforded, 
according to Concannon.  Chaulk 
and Concannon would both like 

more police officers on campus, 
and they are figuring out “how to 
do that in the constraints of the 
budget,” Concannon said.

Concannon said the reluc-
tance to having guns on campus 
comes because “we have an image 
of Simmons that doesn’t necessari-
ly equate to this” but that “we need 
to protect our campus in the event 
of a tragedy.”

Concannon and Chaulk pro-
vided statistics on local crime and 
other area colleges that are armed.  
Armed colleges include Boston, 
Harvard, and Northeastern uni-
versities, Wentworth Institute of 
Technology, and Boston College, 
among others.

Brandeis University, Stone-
hill College, and Worcester State 
College have become armed since 
the incident at Virginia Polytech-
nic Institute last April.  Suffolk 
University, Massachusetts College 
of Art and Design, Smith College, 
and Mount Holyoke College re-
main unarmed.

Public Safety is currently 
working to gather information re-
garding misfiring and gun use on 
other campuses.

“We can’t say having arms 
will prevent [a violent incident] 
from happening here,” Chaulk 
said.  Officers at Virginia Tech 
“were armed and responded the 
way they were supposed to.”

SGA senators responded pos-
itively to the plan.  “I really ap

Guns are coming 
to Simmons

CaMPus seCuRity see page 2

“We are aware of 
Virginia Tech and 
how many people 
were harmed.  It’s 
the right time in 
our community.”

~Bill ConCannon,
direCtor of BuSineSS affairS
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SimmonS in Brief

By Meredith Blake
Staff Writer

Simmons College began renova-
tions on the Fens Café in the Main 
College Building (MCB) on Feb. 
11. Those in charge of the expan-
sion project said that the construc-
tion will not affect the choice of 
food available in the dining hall 
until the day after residence halls 
will close for graduating seniors, 
but said that some changes will be 
noticeable. 

The first phase of renovations 
will run from Feb. 11-15. During 
this phase, temporary walls that 
will prepare the dining hall for fu-
ture remodeling will be construct-
ed. This work will be completed 
between the hours of 11 p.m. and 
7 a.m., when the Fens is not being 
used. Because of this construction, 
terraces in the College Center and 

Fens will not be accessible, the 
amount of available seating will 
decrease, a significant reduction 
in natural lighting will occur, and 
there will be an additional amount 
of noise and dust. 

Demolition of the exterior of 
the Fens will take place from mid-
February to mid-March, and con-
struction of the foundation will be-
gin. During this time, the noise will 
increase, but the louder excavation 
work will be saved for the week of 
spring break. Students may feel 
vibrations while in the MCB dur-
ing the demolition process and will 
smell the “rotten egg” odor associ-
ated with soil excavation.

Phase three will occur from 
mid-March to early May, and 
concrete foundations will be laid 
along with the installation of ply-
wood protection and steel rein-
forcements. There will be another 

decrease in seating in the College 
Center during this time, but there 
will be less noise than in the sec-
ond phase so students taking finals 
will not be distracted. 

The Fens will completely 
close on May 19. Alternative food 
services have yet to be determined, 
but the Fens Advisory Committee 
has been organized for this purpose 
and should be presenting a plan for 
summer residents and staff by late 
March. From mid-May to June de-
molition will continue and the Fac-
ulty/Staff Dining room, men’s and 
women’s restrooms, the East Wing 
elevator of the MCB, and the Fens 
lobby will be closed. Access to the 
College Center will be limited and 
the noise and vibrations from con-
struction work will increase sig-
nificantly. 

Those in charge of the Fens 
Expansion Project hope that the 

traci Farrell

Renovations to the Fens Cafe have begun with temporary walls put in place to prepare for construction.

CaMPus seCuRity
continued from page 1

preciate how thoughtful [the] pre-
sentation was,” said senior Emma 
Willmann, the Academic Affairs 
Officer.  “I would be really proud 
[to be] part of an institution that al-
lows officers to do their jobs.”

“I appreciate all of the plan-
ning that has gone into this deci-
sion,” said Leah Hanson, the repre-
sentative for the Feminist Union.

“My hope is that we’re wast-
ing every dollar we’re spending on 
this, and that [the guns] will never 
ever be used,” Concannon said.

Renovations begin on Fens expansion project
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carley caldas

Senior Lauren Caldas grooves to the music with someone’s date at the Soi-
ree.

Simmons Soiree goes smoothly 

Simmons women dined and danced at the 7th Annual Simmons Soiree 
semiformal on Saturday.  The sold out event, sponsored by the Campus 
Activities Board (CAB), was held at the Westin Copley Hotel and lasted 
from 7pm-12am. All students were invited to attend and bring a guest, 
but only limited tickets were sold for $25 a piece.  A limo shuttle service 
picked students up outside of Simmons Hall and continued transport-
ing people to and from the event throughout the night. The event kicked 
off with hors d’oeuvres, dinner, and a light dessert, and was followed by 
dancing and music entertainment.  Due to past incidents that occurred 
because of irresponsible drinking, CAB enforced a limited alcoholic bev-
erage rule. Guests of age were required to wear a wristband that was 
stamped every time they bought an alcoholic drink. The precautions as-
sured the night went smoothly and fun.

Strong Women, Strong Girls hosts Sex and 
the City marathon

The Simmons chapter of Strong Women, Strong Girls hosted a Sex and 
the City marathon in the Arnold Hall first floor lounge on the evening of 
Feb. 12.  The organization sold desserts and refreshments at the event.  
Strong Women, Strong Girls is a national organization that works to sup-
port positive social change and “create cycles of mutual empowerment for 
women and girls,” according to the organization’s Web site.

COF host study abroad fair

The spring semester Colleges of the Fenway (COF) Study Abroad Fair 
was held at Emmanuel College’s Yawkey Center Atrium on Feb. 7.  The 
fair is held once each semester, and it provides an opportunity for stu-
dents, faculty, and staff to meet with organizations that help COF stu-
dents study abroad.  Representatives were on hand to answer questions 
about educational opportunities around the world for summer, semester, 
and year-long programs.

construction will be finished by 
mid-August before students re-
turn for classes. From mid-August 
to Labor Day weekend, staff will 
test new equipment and unload 
new furniture for the Fens. The 
re-opening of the new Fens Café is 
currently set for Sept. 2, 2008. 

In a letter addressed to the 
Simmons community, Janet Fish-
stein, the Simmons College direc-
tor of Facilities, thanked students 
and faculty in advance for their 
“cooperation while . . . [the staff 
work] on this important project.”  
If all goes according to plan, the 
effects of the construction will be 
minimal for the Simmons com-
munity and the new Fens Café will 
more adequately serve the needs of 
students, faculty, and staff. 

SAVE THE DATE

Director of American and International programs at the Unitarian 
Universalist Service Committee, Atema Eclai, will speak at the next 
Warburg Brown Bag Lecture on Thursday, February 21. 
A trainer in conflict resolution in her native Kenya, Ms. Eclai stud-
ied the role of women in conflict management at the Harvard Gradu-
ate School of Education and has since trained leaders in the Ministry 
of Education, the Undugu Society for Homeless Boys, Jesuit Refu-
gee Services, White South African Women Agaisnt Apartheid, and 
People for Peace.
At the event, Eclai will speak about the humanitarian and politi-
cal crisis in Kenya, where she just returned from doing a political 
investigation. President Susan Scrimshaw encourages all students, 
faculty and staff to attend. 

February      14, 2008
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By Meredith Blake
Staff Writer

Susan A. Bartels, M.D., M.P.H. 
from the Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center, lectured at Sim-
mons on Feb. 6 with a presentation 
called “Conflict in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo: A Call to 
Humanity.”

In the presentation, Bar-
tels, who works with the Harvard 
Humanitarian Initiative and is a 
specialist in emergency medicine, 
spoke about the continuing conflict 
in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (D.R.C.).

The area of the Congo is one-
fourth the size of the United States 
and the D.R.C. and the Republic of 
the Congo gained independence 
from Belgium and France respec-
tively in 1960. From 1998-2003 the 
Congo was part of what is known 
as “Africa’s World War” or the 
“Great War of Africa,” a war that 
also included Rwanda, Uganda, 
and Burundi. 

Although the war in the 
D.R.C. officially ended in 2003, 
Bartels said that the fighting has not 
stopped and continues to threaten 
Congolese civilians. More people 
have been killed in this war than 
in any other conflict since World 
War II. The number of deaths in 
the D.R.C. outnumbers the amount 
of people killed in Afghanistan, 
Iraq, and Darfur combined. In ad-
dition to the fighting, Bartels said 
that rape, sexual slavery, child sol-
diers, and the conquest of blood 
diamonds also continue to plague 
the Congolese people. 

The reaction and support of 
the international community has 
been minimal “compared to other 
conflicts,” Bartels said, and the 
response has not been “propor-
tional to the size and the number 

of deaths.” Bartels showed graphs 
that compared the magnitude of 
different wars or disasters, like the 
ongoing conflict in Darfur and the 
Tsunami of 2004, to the amount 
of funds that were received from 
other nations and charities. “The 
international community has not 
been engaged the way it has been 
in other disasters,” Bartels said. 
She added that this lack of inter-
est and involvement can be partly 
attributed to the lack of organized 
information that was available and 
minimal media exposure. 

In the summer of 2007 Bar-
tels and a team from the Harvard 
Humanitarian Initiative went to 
the D.R.C. to conduct a mortal-
ity study, analyzing the trends and 
causes of death since the beginning 
of the war. The team encountered 
many obstacles, and because there 
are “essentially no roads outside of 
the town,” Bartels said that “travel 
is very difficult.” Getting to a lo-
cation once it had been chosen to 
be surveyed consisted of “days of 
travel . . . days of walking, bikes, 
dugout canoes, and hiking.” Some-
times the teams had to change their 
travel routes to prevent run-ins 
with armed factions and rebels. 

“These studies are labor-in-
tensive, time-intensive, and require 
a lot of funding,” Bartels said. She 
thinks “it’s important to figure out 
what their needs are,” so that the 
international community can pin-
point exactly how to help the strug-
gling country. “Designing and 
implementing aid programs and 
interventions that are really geared 
toward their needs [is important].” 
She also said that her team hopes 
to “identify patterns of violence to 
protect women.” 

Bartels said that her main 
interest is the issue of sexual vio-
lence and rape being used as weap-

ons of war. “What really interests 
me about rape in war is the strate-
gic use of it against a woman, and 
against her family,” she said. When 
a woman is raped it is “shaming and 
demoralizing for her family and her 
community.” Often her husband 
will leave her, and she will become 
ostracized by her village. “I think 
it really asserts power and domina-
tion,” Bartels said.  It “destroys the 
bonds of family and community.” 

Sometimes women will aban-
don their children because they 
can no longer care for them. “If it’s 
from a different ethnicity, the child 
is usually recognizable, and prob-
ably will not be accepted by the 
community,” Bartels said. Abor-
tion rates also go up and correlate 
with rising mortality rates because 
abortions in these situations are 
unsanitary and dangerous.

The rapists usually mark the 
woman so that it will be common 
knowledge that she has been raped. 
One of the most common forms of 
genital mutilation is fistulas. Fis-
tulas are caused by “penetration 

“Designing and 
implementing aid 

programs and 
interventions that 
are really geared 

toward their needs 
[is important].”

~SuSan a. BartelS,
M.d., M.P.H.

Lecturer uncovers the civil rights movement’s other side

trauma . . . usually with a knife or 
sharp instrument” and lead to con-
tinually leaking urine or feces. 

“Many of these women are 
fearful to seek medical attention,” 
Bartels said, and when they do 
doctors have difficulty performing 
the complicated surgeries. When 
doctors from the U.S. come over 
to help they find that the Congo-
lese are actually more skilled at 
repairing fistulas because “they’ve 
[American doctors] never seen this 
type of trauma.” 

While the hospitals try to 
maintain standards of cleanliness, 
two operations are often done at 
the same time in the same room, 
with only a screen separating the 
patients. Bartels said that this cre-
ates a high probability of contami-
nation. “If the work has to be done 
and there’s 150 women waiting 
to have surgery, you just put up a 
screen and do the best you can,” 
she said. “Most of their equipment 
is donated, largely from Scandina-
vian countries.” 

One of the main problems that 
remains is “helping women under-
stand what the Congolese laws are 
and how they might go forward,” 
Bartels said, because “sometimes 
the consequences [of coming for-
ward after a rape] are almost are 
as severe as the attack itself.” With 
the greater part of attacks against 
women occurring at night in the 
women’s own homes, the victims 
also suffer from extreme mental 
trauma. The worst fears of Congo-
lese women are the contraction of a 
sexually transmitted disease (STD) 
or abandonment by their families 
and husbands, Bartels said.  With 
rebel factions sneaking into villag-
es and raping women, often forc-
ing their family members to watch, 
many women’s worst nightmares 
are becoming reality. 

While in the D.R.C. Bartels 
and her colleagues spent time at 
Panzi Hospital, a hospital known 
for treating women who have suf-
fered from sexual violence and 
fistulas. She said that “women are 
coming [to the hospital] and they 
don’t want to leave.” They receive 
a feeling of solidarity from liv-
ing with women who have had the 
same experience. Shelters for the 
women are currently being built 
around the hospital. “I think they 
feel very bonded in this commu-
nity,” she said. The reason for this 
is that most of the women have 
been abandoned or cast out of their 
families.  

Bartels said she believes 
that work must be done with the 
husbands and families of rape vic-
tims to attempt to relieve some of 
the societal pressure and negative 
stigma attached to women who 
have been raped. Working with 
ex-combatants and rebels to figure 
out why the attacks are occurring 
and determine if they are being or-
dered could also help lead to some 
recourse for judicial action to be 
taken against those responsible. 
“Not that we’re going to be able 
to bring everyone to justice,” she 
said, but “high-ranking command-
ers can be tried in the International 
Criminal Court.”  

Ultimately the Congolese 
government must take action to 
end the conflict, according to 
Bartels. Rebel groups continually 
cross Rwandan borders, which en-
hance their ability to regroup and 
continue causing chaos and tur-
moil in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. Bartels said that their 
activities must be stopped before 
the D.R.C. can return to a state of 
relative safety. 

By Beth Maclin
Staff Writer

Dr. Peniel Joseph provided a dif-
ferent perspective on the historical 
and current black power movement 
(BPM) to the more than 20 people 
who attended the first Black His-
tory Month keynote address last 
Monday. 

The BPM is often character-
ized as the evil twin that wrecked 
the civil rights movement - an 
overtly masculine group of gun-
toting black militants without a 
public policy agenda - rather than 
a radical, sophisticated parallel to 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s pacifism, 
according to Joseph. The BPM 
grew out of a freedom surge in the 
1930s and ‘40s that attempted to 
gain racial equality in a subversive 
way because it used the founding 
founders’ rhetoric against them.

“The founders had no vision 
of a Barack Obama,” Joseph said. 
“They had no vision of me or any 
of your black folks, who are here, 
or women. They had no vision of 
you being leaders, of you being 
wealthy, of you being power bro-
kers - not at all.

“What people did was read 
those documents and say, ‘Guess 
what? I’m included in this, too.’ 
And people really bled to be in-
cluded,” he said.

Joseph highlighted Stokely 
Carmichael, who popularized the 
slogan “Black Power,” as an ex-

ample of an iconic leader of the 
movement between 1965-75, when 
it was viewed as a national move-
ment. “Carmichael is really one of 
the most important figures, wheth-
er black or white, of the post-war 
period,” said Joseph. 

He unleashed that slogan at a 
civil rights march in Mississippi in 
1966 after James Meredith, the first 
black student to enroll at Ol’ Miss 
University, had been shot on the 
second day of his one-man march 
through Mississippi.  Carmichael 
said that instead of demanding civ-
il rights, they needed to start say-
ing “Black Power.”

“As soon as he says that, it’s 
going to scandalize the entire na-
tion. The press is going to say, 
‘What do these Negroes want? 
They’re talking about black power. 
That seems like they hate us. Why 
would they hate us?’” Joseph said 
that from this point on, Black Pow-
er is viewed as violent and evil.

While he discussed some 
of the challenges and tensions 
within the BPM - the inclusion of 
women and the queer community 
- he stressed that the BPM created 
a blueprint for activism that can 
be fitted for all movements. “The 
rhetoric of black power is really a 
rhetoric of human rights. It’s re-
ally a rhetoric to try to transform 
American democracy,” he said.

Joseph gave a timeline of 
what he called the “heroic time 
period” of the civil rights move-

ment (CRM), the Brown vs. Board 
of Education decision by the U.S. 
Supreme Court on May 17, 1954 to 
President Lyndon Johnson signing 
the Voting Rights Act on Aug. 6, 
1965, but argued that the CRM was 
not an open and shut case. He said 
it continues today, which is demon-
strated by Senator Barack Obama’s 
campaign to be the Democratic 
Party presidential candidate. 

“We’re in a historical time 
right now. As a historian, every 
single day gets me exhilarated. I’m 
kind of high on life,” he said. “I’m 
just watching the news, and I’m en-
ergized.”

Obama’s campaign sparked 
some questions from audience 
members about how he relates to 
black power. “I think that black 

power advocates would criticize 
[Obama] because he’s not left 
enough or radical enough, or even 
centered around identity enough,” 
said Joseph. “I think Obama, 
though, would be supported in the 
sense that . . . symbolically, if you 
have a black face as the face of 
American democracy, it does show 
that we’ve turned a corner.”

Joseph’s lecture highlighted 
points made in his book, Waiting 
‘Til the Midnight Hour: A Narra-
tive of Black Power in America. He 
is an associate professor of African 
and Afro-American Studies at 
Brandeis University in Waltham, 
MA. Multicultural Affairs and the 
Office of the Dean for Student Life 
sponsored the lecture.

Warburg lecture focuses on conflict in the Congo

body in the face of hate, clearly, the 
teachable moment is now.”

Scrimshaw said she would 
not release the name of the recipi-
ent or the contents of the letter. She 
said she thinks it is more important 
to focus on the fact that such an 
incident occurred in the Simmons 
community, and hopes that people 
think more about the implications 
of the situation than the details. 
She added that something like this 
could happen to anyone. 

Additionally, the letter will 
not be released because of its of-
fensive nature. “It was so inflam-
matory that I wish I hadn’t read it,” 
Scrimshaw said.

In an e-mail to the Simmons 
community, Scrimshaw said that 
she and the Department of Public 
Safety encourage anyone with any 
information to come forward im-
mediately.

“I urge everyone in our Sim-
mons community to ensure that 
all students, faculty and staff feel 
safe and appreciated for who they 
are and the value each brings to 
Simmons,” Scrimshaw said in the 
e-mail. “An inclusive, supportive 
environment is the responsibility 
of every one of us, every day.” 

Hate Mail
continued from page 1

Beth Maclin

Dr. Peniel Joseph signed copies of his book for students after his lecture on 
the Ciivil Rights Movement.
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Chad “cannot take more refugees”

After attacks last weekend on villages in Darfur, over 12,000 people 
have fled to Chad. As a result, Chad’s Prime Minister Nouradine Del-
wa Kassire Koumakoye announced that the country will not allow any 
more refugees from the Sudanese region.  Delwa also accused Sudan 
of being behind last week’s failed coup attempt by rebels, although 
Sudanese officials deny the charges. According to the United Nations 
(U.N.), an estimated quarter of a million refugees from the conflict 
in Darfur now live in camps near the Chad-Sudan border. Although 
Chad’s prime minister has publicly suspended refugee entrance to the 
country, there is no concrete change in policy taking place in the coun-
try. A U.N. refugee agency, UNHCR, did not seem preoccupied about 
a change in border control policy since Chadian authorities were con-
tinuing to cooperate with Sudanese refugees.

U.S. charges six suspects over Sept. 11 terrorist attacks

The Pentagon has charged six Guantanamo Bay prisoners with alleged 
involvement in the Sept. 11 attacks on the United States.  A military tri-
bunal system is expected to hear the case for the prisoners, who include 
alleged plot mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed. An estimated 
3,000 people died in the terrorist attacks in 2001. Prosecutors seek the 
death penalty for the six prisoners. In January 2002, the Guantanamo 
Bay detention center in southeast Cuba began to receive U.S. military 
prisoners. Legal advisor to the head of the Pentagon’s Office of Mili-
tary commissions, Brig. Gen. Thomas Hartman, said the trials would 
be as open to the public as possible, although the evidence would be 
classified. Among the charges are conspiracy, murder in violation of 
the laws of war, attacking civilians, destruction of property, terrorism, 
and hijacking or hazarding an aircraft.

“Progress made” on FARC hostages

Venezuelan president Hugo Chavez announced the country’s progress 
in securing the release of three hostages held by Colombian Marxist 
rebel group, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Columbia (FARC). 
The group is holding dozens of hostages, including Orlando Beltran, 
Luis Eladio Perez, and Gloria Polanco. Chavez announced that he has 
information of the hostages’ release and health conditions, and he 
asked their families to remain calm and patient.  Chavez has been serv-
ing as a mediator between the FARC and the hostages’ families even 
though he has been removed as the official mediator by the Colombian 
government. FARC commanders have announced they would only deal 
with Chavez and no hostages would be released without his involve-
ment. Colombians have held massive protests in the streets of Bogota 
recently in response to the continual kidnapping of political figures by 
the FARC.

Wounded East Timor leader in critical condition

East Timor’s President Jose Ramos-Horta was shot at 7 a.m. on Mon-
day in an attack by rebel soldiers on his Dili home. After being air-
lifted to Australia for treatment, Ramos has been put into an induced 
coma. Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao, who declared a 48-hour state 
of emergency and a nighttime curfew, described the attack as a coup at-
tempt. Australia has pledged to send more peacekeepers to East Timor 
after the democratically-elected leader was shot. The attack is believed 
to have been planned by Reinado, a former naval commander. Reinado, 
who has previously been imprisoned and condemned to death, has es-
caped from prison and retreated to the mountains with a group of his 
followers. Unwilling to surrender, Reinado has continued to plan raids 
and acts of violence which has put the developing country in a state of 
insecurity.  The United Nations (U.N.) peacekeeping forces have been 
in charge of security in the capital since mid-2006.  Ramos, a political 
veteran, won the Nobel Peace Prize after returning to his country from 
24 years of exile and leading it into independence in 2002.

Asia “not immune” to U.S. slowdown

Head of the Asian Development Bank, Haruhiko Kuroda, warned that 
the U.S. economic crisis will have a deep impact on Asian emerging 
economies; however, rising inflation in the region is more of a threat 
than U.S. economic impact.  Kuroda gave the economic evaluation in 
Tokyo last Saturday during a G7 group of wealthy nations meeting. 
The agenda for the meeting included discussing strategies to boost 
global economic growth and the avoidance of a world credit crunch. 
Last week, the International Monetary Fund cut its global economic 
growth forecast form 4.4 percent to 4.1 percent, the lowest in five years. 
A plan for cooperation between industrialized nations is in question 
after the U.S. cut interest rates and passed a bill giving Americans tax 
rebates worth $167 billion. Among the concerns are the possibility of 
the U.S. slowdown reaching Asia due to their dependency on U.S. im-
ports of its products and foreign investment for growth.

Information from www.bbc.uk, and compiled by Lucia Cordon.

By Rohan Sullivan
(C) aP 2008

CANBERRA, Australia (AP)– 
Aborigines organized breakfast 
barbecues in the Outback, schools 
held assemblies and giant TV 
screens went up in state capitals 
Wednesday as Australians watched 
a live broadcast of their govern-
ment apologizing for policies that 
degraded its indigenous people.

In a historic parliamentary 
vote that supporters said would 
open a new chapter in race rela-
tions, lawmakers unanimously 
adopted Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd’s motion on behalf of all 
Australians.

“We apologize for the laws 
and policies of successive parlia-
ments and governments that have 
inflicted profound grief, suffering 
and loss on these our fellow Aus-
tralians,” Rudd said in Parliament, 
reading from the motion.

Aborigines remain the coun-
try’s poorest and most disadvan-
taged group, and Rudd has made 
improving their lives one of his 
government’s top priorities.

As part of that campaign, Ab-
origines were invited for the first 
time to give a traditional welcome 
Tuesday at the official opening of 
the Parliament session symbolic 
recognition that the land on which 
the capital was built was taken 
from Aborigines without compen-
sation.

The apology is directed at 
tens of thousands of Aborigines 
who were forcibly taken from their 
families as children under now 
abandoned assimilation policies.

“To the mothers and the fa-
thers, the brothers and the sisters, 
for the breaking up of families and 
communities, we say sorry,” the 
apology motions said.

“And for the indignity and 
degradation thus inflicted on a 
proud people and a proud culture, 
we say sorry.”

The reading of Australia’s 
apology and the parliamentary 
vote was broadcast nationally, and 
people across the country watched, 
from the Outback breakfasts to the 
school assemblies.

More than 1000 people gath-
ered at two giants screens outside 
Parliament House watched Rudd’s 
speech in silence, many waving 
Australian and Aboriginal flags. 
Applause broke out occasionally, 
but mostly they listened intently.

“It’s great to get behind what 

the government’s trying to do; 
bring black and white Australians 
together,” said William Murray, a 
non-indigenous 17-year-old stu-
dent who traveled for four hours 
by bus from Sydney to witness the 
occasion.

Aboriginal classmate Cyril 
Johnson, 17, also welcomed the 
apology.

“It’s really good everyone re-
alizes now they did a bad job in the 
old days and the apology is really 
good,” Johnson said.

“This is a historic day,” said 
Tom Calma, who was selected by 
Stolen Generations organizations 
to give a formal response to the 
apology. “Today our leaders across 
the political spectrum have chosen 
dignity, hope, and respect as the 
guiding principles for the relation-
ship with our nation’s first people.”

The apology ended years of 
divisive debate and a decade of re-
fusals by the previous conservative 
government that lost November’s 
elections.

It places Australia among a 
handful of nations that have offered 
official apologies to oppressed mi-
norities, including Canada’s 1998 
apology to its native peoples, 
South Africa’s 1992 expression of 
regret for apartheid and the U.S. 
Congress’ 1988 law apologizing to 
Japanese-Americans for their in-
ternment during World War II.

In a speech urging lawmak-
ers to support the motion, Rudd 
also offered an apology on behalf 
of the government. “As prime min-
ister of Australia, I am sorry,” he 
said. “On behalf of the government 
of Australia, I am sorry. ... I offer 
you this apology without qualifica-
tion.”

Rudd received a standing 
ovation from lawmakers and from 
scores of Aborigines and other dig-
nitaries who were invited to Parlia-
ment to witness the event. Many 
wiped away tears as Rudd spoke.

Aborigines lived mostly as 
hunter-gatherers for tens of thou-
sands of years before British colo-
nial settlers landed at what is now 
Sydney in 1788.

Today, there are about 
450,000 Aborigines in Australia’s 
population of 21 million. They are 
the country’s poorest group, with 
the highest rates of jailing, unem-
ployment, and illiteracy. Their life 
expectancy is 17 years shorter than 
other Australians.

The debate about an apology 
was spurred by a government in-

quiry into policies that from 1910 
until the 1970s resulted in 100,000 
mostly mixed-blood Aboriginal 
children being taken from their 
parents under state and federal 
laws based on a premise that Ab-
origines were dying out.

Most were deeply trauma-
tized by the loss of their families 
and culture, the inquiry concluded, 
naming them the “Stolen Genera-
tions.” Its 1997 report recommend-
ed a formal apology and repara-
tions for the victims.

Rudd ruled out compensa-
tion a stance that helped secure 
support for the apology among 
the many Australians who believe 
they should not be held responsible 
for past policies, no matter how 
flawed.

He pledges instead to lift the 
living standards of all Aborigines, 
and on Tuesday outlined bold tar-
gets for cutting infant mortality, 
illiteracy, and early death rates 
among indigenous people within a 
decade.

Aboriginal leaders gener-
ally welcomed the apology, though 
some said it was empty rhetoric 
without addressing the issue of 
compensation.

Noel Pearson, a respected 
Aborigine leader from Queensland 
state, wrote in The Australian 
newspaper on Tuesday that offer-
ing an apology without compensa-
tion meant: “Blackfellas will get 
the words, the whitefellas keep the 
money.”

Marcia Langton, an Ab-
origine academic at the University 
of Melbourne, also said the ques-
tion of compensation must be ad-
dressed, but celebrated the apology 
as a huge step forward.

“I think that it’s impossible 
to feel any kind of cynicism at all, 
if you can understand how much 
it means to people who have lived 
through these events and been 
removed from their families,” 
she told Australian Broadcasting 
Corp.

Tony Abbott, the indigenous 
affairs spokesman for the main op-
position coalition, said his bloc had 
reversed its previous objection to 
the apology in part because Rudd 
promised there would be no com-
pensation.

“As far as the opposition is 
concerned, this apology creates no 
new rights or entitlements. We are 
guaranteed that by the prime min-
ister,” Abbott said.

Australian Parliament apologizes to Aborigines

By Liz Austin Peterson
(C) aP 2008

HOUSTON (AP) –With the Colum-
bus lab now secured to the interna-
tional space station, the 10 orbiting 
astronauts rolled up their sleeves 
on Tuesday for their next big job: 
getting the lab running.

Crew members spent Tues-
day morning hooking up power, 
fluid and data lines linking the 
new module to the station before 
French astronaut Leopold Eyharts 
briefly floated inside for the first 
time. Checking around with his 
headlamp, he said the lab appeared 
to be in good shape.

A formal ceremony marking 
the lab’s grand opening was set for 
Tuesday afternoon.

American spacewalkers Rex 
Walheim and Stanley Love helped 

install Europe’s shiny new $2 bil-
lion lab on Monday. The astronauts 
shouted and cheered when the 23-
foot, 14-ton lab finally reached its 
docking port on the station, after a 
slow move out of Atlantis’ payload 
bay.

The European Space Agency 
waited years to see Columbus fly. 
The lab was supposed to go up in 
1992 to commemorate the 500th 
anniversary of the sailing of Chris-
topher Columbus, but space station 
and then shuttle problems delayed 
everything.

The addition of Columbus 
expanded the almost 10-year-old 
space station to eight rooms. It was 
attached directly to the Harmony 
compartment that arrived last fall. 
Another of Harmony’s docking 
ports will be occupied by Japan’s 
new lab once it launches in the 

spring.
Schlegel was supposed to 

float outside with Walheim to help 
with Columbus’ hookup, but got 
sick following last week’s liftoff 
and was replaced by Love. The 
last-minute switch in crew prompt-
ed NASA to delay Columbus’ in-
stallation by a day and lengthen 
Atlantis’ space station visit.

The astronauts also partici-
pated in a chat with music impre-
sario Quincy Jones and radio talk 
show host Tavis Smiley. Astronaut 
Leland Melvin, a pianist, carried 
into orbit a recording of Jones’ 
1969 Grammy Award-winning 
“Walking in Space.”
“It has something that reaches into 
your soul and it makes you think,” 
he said. “It makes you wonder. 
That’s exactly what we need to 
do.”

NASA sets up new space station lab

4 The SimmonS Voice February      14, 2008



sports&FitNess

Getting in the (dating) game
By Renée Frojo
Staff Writer

Spring time is right around the 
corner, and Singles Appreciation 
Day is kicking off the dating sea-
son for singles across the country. 
This year, the competition is steep, 
and players are getting ready to put 
their game faces on. 

To prepare for the season, a 
few tips from a dating coach can go 
a long way and keep singles ahead 
of the competition.

Like any other sport, dating 
involves teams, accepted rules, 
secret codes, and other players to 
watch out for. In order to play suc-
cessfully, singles must be physi-
cally, mentally, and emotionally 
in shape. Some people are natural 
born champions, and others have 
to practice a little harder. It is cru-
cial for singles to remember that 
in every circumstance, it is always 
best to have a game plan, learn the 
rules, and always keep a proud 
head held high.

Picking a team
Since dating is more of an individ-
ual sport, like swimming or track, 
your team is mostly around to offer 
moral support. If you feel that your 
team has not given you what you 
need in order to be successful, it is 
okay to ask the other team for ad-
vice. And if you manage to figure 
out your opponent’s strategy, you 
can beat him at his own game. 

Sometimes players get traded 
because they are not worth keep-
ing on the team, like Terrell Ow-
ens during his Eagles days. Other 
times, players choose to switch 

because the other team has more 
to offer. Sometimes players are 
supported, and sometimes they are 
not. It is up to the individual to do 
what she thinks will get her more 
play in the end.

Getting play vs. getting 
benched
Some players are only interested in 
a one-year deal with minimal com-
mitments, while others are looking 
to sign a lifetime contract. If you 
are interested in just getting good 
play, then you should state your pur-
pose at the beginning of the game. 
Working out your muscles is cru-
cial in order to be successful – try 
out different positions like Devin 
Hester of the Chicago Bears, who 

played kick/punt returner, receiver, 
and defensive back. But opponents 
should know that you are just play-
ing a practice game. Cheating is 
always unacceptable, and nobody 
likes that kind of player.

Playing around a bit before 
getting settled down is smart, 
because like anything, practice 
makes perfect. Before choosing to 
get benched next to an all-star, it 
is smart to play the field a bit. Test 
different strategies to see what 
works and figure out what does not. 
Once you figure out your strengths, 
chances are you will score bigger 
in the end.

Playing by the rules
There are more arguable rules in 
dating than in any other game. 
Many people choose to follow rules 
like not having sex on the first date 
or waiting three days before call-
ing after receiving a number. Oth-
ers like to think that the only rules 
of the game are that there are no 
rules. But if you want to achieve 
victory, it is best to at least follow 
one golden rule: always play fair.

The older you get, the harder 
it may be to play the game. You 
might switch from an offensive 
position to a defensive position be-
cause you have been hurt and feel 
the need to put a guard up.  You 
can always switch it up a little and 
change positions. The bright side 
is that if you think the clock has 
expired, you can go into overtime. 
Just remember to keep your game 
face on; you never know what will 
come your way. After all, in the 
end, dating is not everything – it is 
the only thing.

Playing around 
a bit before get-
ting settled down 
is smart, because 
like anything, 
practice makes 
perfect. 

Athletes travel over break 
to get in shape
By Carley Caldes
Staff Writer

Get ready Rome, because the Sim-
mons Sharks are coming through. 
This upcoming spring break the 
soccer team is taking a trip like 
no other. They will be traveling 
as a team to Italy through Kick 
It Abroad, a program that invites 
soccer teams to practice and play 
abroad. 

The girls will have the once 
in a lifetime chance to play soc-
cer on Italian fields against Italian 
players. Europe is the place to go 
for expertise in soccer and they 
will be training in different ways 
that will not only help to improve 
their skill but build team unity. 

The team is leaving March 
8, from Logan on a connecting 
flight through Amsterdam to land 
in Rome. The flight will be about 
nine hours. “The flight is kind of 
long but when we land we’re go-
ing to be in Italy,” said sophomore 
Alma Barnes. 

Team trips abroad usually 
only happen every four years and 
this is the soccer team’s first time 
taking such a trip. “We are all so ex-
cited about Italy,” said sophomore 
Katie Foley. “Traveling to foreign 
countries is thrilling in itself; but 
to go as a team is definitely a once 
[in] a lifetime experience.”  

“I have never traveled out-
side of the United States, so this is 
a great opportunity for me. And I 
feel that it is going to be even bet-
ter because it is with the team, “ 
said first-year Brooke MacKenzie.  
For a few of the girls this will be 
the first time they have gone to Eu-
rope. 

“I definitely don’t think I 
would be going to Italy if I didn’t 
have this chance now, especially 
not since I’m a college student,” 
said first-year Jen Kmietek. 

The trip originally cost about 
$2,400 per student, but the team 
worked diligently to fundraise and 
lowered the price to about $700. 
While in Italy the team will have 
the opportunity to visit some of It-
aly’s famous attractions including 
the Sistine Chapel. 

Although all of the girls are 
excited about the trip, it holds dif-
ferent meaning for senior Tina Al-
drich. “The end of the soccer sea-
son as a senior is bittersweet, but 
this trip makes it last a little longer 
and it’s a last hoorah for me,” she 
said. 

The crew team is also taking 
a trip this spring break. They will 
be traveling to Florida, which they 
have done in the past. They will 
be going to Cocoa Beach and al-
though the whole team was invited 
to go, “ there might be one or two 
people not going,” said first-year 
Lisa Batuski. 

The team always goes to the 
same hotel and they put up a “Wel-
come Nic and Crew Team” sign 
every other year in anticipation of 
their arrival. 

The team has double prac-
tices everyday, with the exception 
of the second to last day when they 
only have a morning practice and 
then go out to dinner at night. “It’s 
eat, sleep, row,” said sophomore 
Caitlin Urciuoli.  

However, the hotel is only an 
hour away from the beach and the 
girls walk to it in between prac-
tices.

Urciuoli is also a swimmer. 
Swimming and diving took a trip 
to Ft. Lauderdale during winter 
break to train. 

The trip usually takes place 
every other year and Urciuoli, who 
went on the trip last year, said that 
this year the soon-to-be seniors are 
trying to change that. The team is 
holding an Uno’s fundraising event 
on Feb. 28 to raise money so that 
the trip can happen two years in a 
row. 

“We swam a total of 34 miles 
over a week,” Urciuoli said. The 
girls had the chance to train in the 
International Swimming Hall of 
Fame Pool with several other col-
leges around the country. 

“The Tufts Men’s Team was 
there, that was nice,” said Urci-
uoli. Although the team trained the 
entire week, the beach was right 
across the street from the hotel and 
they could go and tan in between 
practices. “We only had one rainy 
day the whole week, but don’t wor-
ry it cleared up right before prac-
tice,” she said. 

The sports teams are taking 
the winter and spring breaks as a 
chance to get in extra practice and 
build team unity. 

Basketball players keep busy 
over winter break
By Liz Hannigan
Staff Writer

Over winter break, the Simmons 
College basketball team had an 
eventful couple of weeks.  The team 
played eight games over break, and 
went 2-6.  Since second semester 
has started, the team has gone 3-1, 
and the Sharks are currently 4-5 in 
the Great Northeast Atlantic Con-
ference (GNAC).

The basketball team retuned 
to action after their brief winter 
break on Friday, January 4.  The 
team lost to MIT, 55-47.  Sopho-
more Stephanie Fox led the Sharks 
with 15 points.

The Sharks recorded their 
first win of 2008 on January 7, 
when the team traveled to Mitchell 
College.  The team won 84-52, and 
six members of the team scored in 
the double digits.  First-year Mor-
gan Johnson led the team with 17 
points and 4 steals.  Sophomore 
Aubree Giarrosso scored 14 points 
for the Sharks, while Co-captains 
junior Lauren Kreckie and se-
nior Nikki Cohen each scored 12 
points.

The Sharks next opponent 
was Brandeis University, whom 
they lost to, 77-32.  The Sharks put 
up a good fight, and Kreckie scored 
12 points for Simmons.  Johnson 
and Sarah Clayton, junior, each 
added 6 points for the team.  Jamie 
Capra scored 16 points for Bran-
deis.

The Sharks had their first 

GNAC game of the season when 
they took on the Lasell Lasers.  
Kreckie scored 11 points for the 
Sharks, and Cohen added 10.  Un-
fortunately, that was not enough 
to defeat Lasell, who ultimately 
beat the Sharks, 55-42.  Christina 
DeLuca scored a game high of 15 
points for Lasell.

The Sharks lost another heart-
breaking GNAC match-up to St. 
Joseph’s College (ME) on Tuesday, 
January 15.  The Monks traveled to 
Boston to take the Sharks, where 
they defeated the home team 63-51.  
Kreckie added 11 points and Fox 
had 12 in the Shark’s attempt to de-
feat the Monks.  Carolyn Freeman 
scored 23 points to help the Monks 
down the Sharks.

The Sharks next loss was es-
pecially tough, as it was to cross-
campus rival, Emmanuel College.  
The Sharks lost 56-83 in a GNAC 
match-up against the Saints.  The 
Saints jumped to an early lead in 
the first half, and never looked 
back.  The Saints used their full-
court pressure to forced 35 turn-
overs on the Sharks.  Cohen scored 
a team high of 14 points for the 
Sharks, while Iman Davis had a 
game high of 22 points for Em-
manuel.

The Sharks final loss of win-
ter break was against GNAC foe 
Suffolk.  It was the Sharks’ fourth 
straight GNAC loss.  The Sharks 
lost 43-56 to Suffolk, although it 
was a close game in the first half.  

Suffolk led 26-23 at halftime and 
with just 13 minutes remaining, the 
Sharks only trailed by three points.  
However, Suffolk went on an 8-0 
run and took an 11-point lead that 
helped seal the game against the 
Sharks.  Cohen had 15 points and 
Clayton had 11 for the Sharks.

The Sharks earned their first 
GNAC victory the evening before 
second semester started.  Connect-
icut’s Albertus Magnus traveled 
to Boston, and lost to the Sharks 
68-36.  The Sharks got an early 
lead thanks to their great defense, 
which forced Albertus Magnus to 
take tough shots that they could 
not convert to points.  Johnson had 
16 points for the Sharks, while Fox 
added 15 points, had four assists, 
four blocks, and four rebounds.

On January 26, the basket-
ball celebrated their twenty-fifth 
anniversary as a varsity sport at 
Simmons, but unfortunately the 
celebration did not last long, as 
the Sharks lost to GNAC opponent 
Emerson College, 57-49.  Kreckie 
had 14 points and 12 rebounds for 
Simmons, and Emerson’s Kathy 
Andrade scored a game high of 17 
points.

Since the Emerson game, the 
Sharks have remained undefeated 
and won pivotal games against 
GNAC foes Daniel Webster, Pine 
Manor, and St. Joseph’s (CT).  The 
Sharks return to action this Sat-
urday when they travel to New 
Hampshire to play Rivier.

“I have never trav-
eled outside of the 
United States, so 
this is a great op-
portunity for me. 

And I feel that it is 
going to be even 

better because it is 
with the team.”

~ Brooke MaCkenzie, 
ClaSS of 2011

Register to vote. Vote.

Vote. Rock the vote.
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By Kimberly Tran
Staff Writer

As students became adjusted to the 
new rhythm of second semester, 
Simmons College released an an-
nouncement for Mac users regard-
ing increase in malware (malicious 
computer software) in 2007. 

“Virus writers of ten years 
ago were typically creating code 
for mischief,” according to Sophos, 
an antivirus software company, 
“Today’s attacks are organized, 
commercial endeavors designed 
to steal information and resources 
from the computers of victims for 
one reason above any other: to 
make money.”

Estimates indicate that a 
new Web page is infected every 
14 seconds, and that malware is 
no longer focusing predominantly 
on Microsoft computers. Micro-
soft still receives more malware 
attacks than Macs, but according 
to Sophos, “financially-motivated 
hackers who have recognized there 
is a viable and profitable market 
in infecting Macs alongside Win-
dows PCs” have created malware 
that will specifically target Mac 
computers. 

Cybercriminals, or organized 
criminal gangs, are able to infect 
specific computers through e-mails 
that contain links to hacked Web 
sites. They may also infect Web 
sites that have a large number of 
visitors, so that someone without 
Web security or a firewall will get 
infected as well.

Sophos protects their cus-
tomers from the OSX/RS Plug, 
one of few malware that have been 
programmed to specifically target 
Mac OS X operating systems. Ac-
cording to Sophos, the malware 
modifies “settings to redirect DNS 
requests to a server under the 
hacker control, allowing hackers 
to serve up fake websites requiring 
usernames and passwords.” The 
fake Web site is able to determine 
whether the visitor is operating on 

Cybercriminals direct their efforts to the Apple Macintosh
a Mac or Windows computer, and 
directs them from the page to a 
codec (a program that allows the 
viewing of video content) that has 
been customized to their specific 
operating system.

The OSX/RS Plug is related 
to a Windows malware known as 
Zlob. It manages to infect Mac sys-
tems through a barrage of messages 
that promise pornographic videos. 
When a Mac or PC user clicks the 
link to find the videos, he or she is 
asked to install an updated version 
of a codec to see the explicit ma-
terial. Depending in the operating 
system, a certain malware is sent. 
If the visiting computer is an Apple 
Mac, a OSX/RSPlug-Gen file is re-
leased into the system, whereas a 
Windows PC will receive the Zlo-
bar-Fam Trojan.

Malware is still a new threat 
against Mac computers, but if us-
ers are unable to resist clicking on 

“Virus writers of ten 
years ago were typi-
cally creating code 
for mischief, today’s 

attacks are orga-
nized, commercial 

endeavors designed 
to steal information 
and resources from 

the computers of vic-
tims for one reason 
above any other: to 

make money.”

~SoPHoS, 
an antiviruS SoftWare CoMPany

unknown codes or Web links, it 
may motivate hackers to continue 
to attacking the system. These 
cybercriminals are motivated by 
making money through infecting 
Mac systems, enabling them to 
steal anything from passwords to 
credit card numbers. If users pro-
tect themselves from infection, it 

will help lower the amount of mal-
ware that will be created for Macs 
in the future.

Any student that owns a 
computer should have antivirus 
software installed and config-
ured. Simmons College provides 
students free antivirus software.  
This can be obtained by simply 

typing “Disinfect and Protect” in 
the search engine on the Simmons 
Web site. It is important that Apple 
and Windows users are properly 
protected and informed about the 
various ways that cybercriminals 
are able to get into and infect com-
puters.

By Kimberly Tran
Staff Writer

Modern-day society has made it 
apparent that one must follow their 
heart when truly in love. Scientists, 
however, have found that another, 
less attractive organ is a predomi-
nant source of these heightened 
emotions. 

Research indicates that the 
need for humans and animals to 
find a significant other is driven 
by various neurotransmitters and 
chemicals in the brain, and that 
there is a neural connection be-
tween the brain and the feeling of 
being “truly, madly, deeply” in 
love.

Romantic love begins with 
emotional and physical attraction. 
Whether the appeal is triggered 
by pheromones in humans is still 
a controversial topic among re-
searchers and scientists. According 
to the Live Science Web site, pher-
omones are odorless scents found 
in animals that attract potential 
mates. Whether or not pheromones 
work, over 90 percent of initial at-
traction is based on body language 
and tone of voice, according to the 
Your Amazing Brain Web site.

Once attraction is established, 

the levels of three neurotransmit-
ters (adrenaline, dopamine, and 
serotonin) are altered. “Increases 
in dopamine or oxytocin have 
been known to enhance a pleasur-
able sense of well-being. Increased 
adrenaline typically increases 
anxiety. Serotonin levels are more 
complicated but generally signifi-
cantly lower than normal levels are 
commonly thought to be related 
to lower than normal mood,” said 
Associate Professor of Psychology, 
Rachel Galli, in an email. 

The first and most noticeable 
physical signs a person in love may 
experience are an increase in heart 
rate, sweating, and dry mouth, 
which are results of an increase in 
epinephrine, also known as adren-
aline, levels. This response is trig-
gered in the hypothalamus portion 
of the brain, activating the flight or 
fight response. This is also why a 
person may feel overly excited or 
nervous when suddenly running 
into someone they are attracted to.

High levels of the neurotrans-
mitter dopamine have been found 
in couples that have had their brain 
measured using a functional mag-
netic resonance imaging (fMRI) 
machine. This chemical triggers 
the pleasure and addiction portion 

of the brain, causing a feeling simi-
lar to that of taking cocaine. When 
in love and high on cocaine, a per-
son can feel intensely elated. 

While adrenaline and dop-
amine levels increase, serotonin 
has been found to decrease dra-
matically, resulting in a desperate 
need for attachment. According 

to research done by the American 
Physiological Society, adrenaline, 
dopamine, and serotonin triggers 
“emotional responses such as eu-

phoria, intense focused attention 
on a preferred individual, obsessive 
thinking about him or her, emo-
tional dependency on and craving 
for emotional union with this be-

loved, and increased energy.”
According to Helen Fisher, a 

researcher and the author of Why 
We Love: The Nature and Chem-
istry of Romantic Love, men seem 
to exhibit lower levels of testoster-
ones when in love, whereas woman 
produce more. Testosterone is a 
hormone that has been linked to 
sex and aggression. After the ini-
tial stage of attraction has passed 
and a relationship has developed, 
testosterone levels for both men 
and women regress back to nor-
mal.

Sex plays a crucial role in the 
development of a lasting relation-
ship. During orgasm, the chemical 
oxytocin is released, allowing the 
person to feel attached rather than 
obsessive. Oxytocin is known as 
the “cuddling hormone,” and low-
ers stress, reduces blood pressure, 
and improves mood, allowing cou-
ples to form trusting relationships.

According to researchers, the 
chemistry involved in new love 
works similarly in everyone. And 
although the brain may play a large 
role in how love is initiated, how 
an individual person maintains and 
respond to the love they recieve and 
return is the most influential factor 
in any long lasting relationship.

The chemical attraction: your loving brain

kiMBerly tran

Increase in dopamine can cause a person to experience the same feeling of 
intense elation that is also associated with the use of cocaine.
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By Elisa Kreisinger
ContriButing Writer

With orange and gold leaves float-
ing down behind her, Edie Bresler, 
assistant professor of photography, 
zips past pedestrians, joggers, and 
cars as she begins her early morn-
ing commute by biking along the 
Charles River. 

“I love how the light changes 
from season to season,” she says.

Her ride provides her with  
fall views, a chance to think, and 
an opportunity for exercise. She 
says biking has become the cheap-
est, fastest, and most stress-free 
way for her to get to Simmons. The 
commute from her Davis Square 
home is 25 minutes. By car, it is 
45 minutes and by T, it becomes an 
hour-long journey. 

With the rising costs of gas 
and increased parking fees, she 
says finding an alternative form of 
transportation was vital. 

“For me, as a working moth-
er, biking is the most efficient and 
enjoyable commute to match my 
schedule and pocketbook,” she 
says.

Bresler is one of a growing 
number of Simmons community 
members who have decided to 
make their commute mutually ben-
eficial to both themselves and their 
schedules. 

Nannette Veilleux, associate 
professor of  computer science and 
information technology, has been 
at Simmons since 1999 and has 
biked almost every day from her 
Cambridge home. 

“It helps me be outside and 
get exercise I wouldn’t get other-
wise, plus it’s faster and it gives me 
time to just think in the morning 
and afternoon when I come home. 
I can get here quicker than I could 
on the bus,” Veilleux says, “when I 
have my bike, I’m not stuck in any 
particular place, and I like that.” 
Veilleux says. 

The Fenway and Longwood 
Medical areas that surround Sim-
mons have abundant construction 
and scarce vehicle parking. Biking 
allows commuters to avoid the has-
sles of finding a place to park.

David Browder, professor of 
mathematics, has been biking to 
Simmons on and off for 37 years. 

“There was a short time in 
the 80’s when I rode a moped, but 
they went out,” he says. Browder’s 
daily commute along the Muddy 
River takes only 12 minutes from 
his home in Brookline and he says 
it is the world’s best commute.

“Most of the faculty I know 
drive cars. I do have a car but in 
order to park here I would be pay-
ing nearly $2,000 a year. It’s just 
nice to ride.  It’s gorgeous along the 
river,” Browder says. 

Simmons has gone to great 
lengths to support commuters 
of all kinds, offering personal-
ized commuter assistance through 
membership in the CommuteWorks 
Transportation Management As-
sociation, as well as promoting 
driving alternatives through the 
college’s Employee Transportation 
Advisor.

Through the implementation 
of the Bicycling/Walking Incentive 
Program, the college provides park-
ing for up to 100 bicycles, lockers, 
and showers on-site, according to 
Mike Fesko, associate director of 
the Campus Card Services. 

Simmons also had 30 partici-

pants in last years’ the BikeWeek 
Commuter Challenge, a friendly 
competition between Boston and 
Cambridge institutions whose goal 
is to get the most commuters to 
bike to work or school during the 
week of May 15. 

“With the bike racks, we used 
to be good, but with the construc-
tion, we kind of got thrown over in 
the corner, but I think Simmons is 
as hospitable as any place,” Veil-
leux says. 

Bresler agrees. 
“Physically, there aren’t 

enough places near the entrances 
to lock a bike. There should be 
places outside of the library build-
ing and more convenient spaces out 
in front of the MCB [Main College 
Building],” she says.

Simmons’ facilities depart-
ment has tried to improve the op-
tions for bike parking in response. 
Bike racks were added and relo-
cated on the main campus, bike 
storage was improved, and “aban-
doned” bikes were donated to a 
local non-profit bike advocacy or-
ganization, freeing up a significant 
amount parking spaces, according 
to the Director of Facilities, Janet 
Fishstein. 

Upgraded bike racks are also 
planned for the quad construction 
project, providing easier access to 
bikes, increasing convenience to 
all buildings, according to Fish-
stein.

“As long as they will let me 
park my bike in my office, I’m 
happy,” says Browder. “I take it 
in the elevator, and I’ve never hurt 
anybody. Especially with a weird 
bike, they are totally accepting and 
hospitable. That is support that I 
am very pleased to have.” 

Ann Fleck-Henderson, pro-
fessor in the Graduate School of 
Social Work, has noticed a big 
change in the number of bikers in 
Boston since she started biking to 
work in 1983, and attributes the rise 
to increased biker hospitality. She 
continues to bike every day even 
though she once lost her briefcase 
full of students’ graded papers in 
the rain. 

“I started using bungee cords 
after that,” she says. “But I still feel 
that there is no real need to drive 
here.”

Veilleux cannot seem to jus-
tify using a car for her 20 minute 

commute either, citing the preva-
lence of single occupancy vehicles 
as excessive and wasteful. Although 
she acknowledges the privilege of 
living close by in Cambridge, she 
says her commute by bike is more 
consistent than anyone else’s. 

“I got a call from my col-
league the other day who was stuck 
in traffic so I went down and told 
her class that she would be here 
shortly. I don’t think it’s any more 
reliable to take a car here. There are 
just too many cars in Boston. It’s a 
vicious cycle of cars,” she says. 

Veilleux’s experiential ob-
servations mirror that of formal 
research studies. According to a 
2002 Portland State University 
study, Boston residents have an 
average of one car per household. 
Since many students do not reside 
full time in the state, consider the 
similar nationwide statistics: 785 
cars for every 1,000 people. 

The United States has more 
cars per people than Germany, Ja-
pan and India, according to Inter-
national Network Archives’ Get-
ting Around survey.  

Massachusetts spent $2,268 
per capita on the Big Dig alone. 
Boston’s mega project to build 
highways and vehicular arteries 
throughout the city ended up be-
ing $14.6 billion, the most expen-
sive highway project in America, 
according to CNN. The Portland 
State survey listed the state spend-
ing at $0.42 per capita between 
1990 and 1999 on pedestrians and 
bicycles combined. 

“We are nowhere near a bik-
ing city, but we could be,” says 
Henderson. “In Amsterdam, for 
example, there is a culture for bi-
cycling. They are everywhere with 
special bike lanes and stoplights for 
bikers. And people aren’t in a rush, 
they aren’t riding fast ten speed 
bikes, but old lady leisure bikes.”

With more money being spent 
on roadways to improve vehicular 
traffic, commuters are inclined to 
move farther away from Boston in 
search of affordable homes. This 
results in an increase in the num-
ber of cars on the road for a longer 
amount of time, according to The 
Boston Globe, which says the aver-
age commute in the state translates 
into 25 days lost in transit each 
year.

The more time people spend 

in cars, buses and trains, the less 
time they have for their families 
and friends, schoolwork, addition-
al jobs, volunteering, or attending 
community events. 

“People, get away from your 
computers! Talk to each other. It’s 
all single occupancy vehicles out 
there. They could car pool,” says 
Veilleux.

Longer commutes also add 
to air pollution and increase con-
tact with harmful emissions. The 
greatest exposure occurs inside a 
car, according to Grist, an envi-
ronmental news internet resource. 
Emissions are densest at the middle 
of the traffic zone, so even though 
occupants are enclosed, cars are 
surrounded by the tailpipes of fel-
low drivers and in the thick of pol-
lutants making the car’s hermetic 
atmosphere is an illusion. 

Even on a bus, riders’ lungs 
rest just above the emission source. 
In T tunnels, where pollutants are 
equivalent to that of a bus, work-
ers and riders are in enclosed 
spaces with emissions, according 
to Grist.

While commuting by bike 
provides a pleasurable commute 
for those who live within distance, 
it is not without heath risks. A 
commuter runs the risk of being hit 
by a car, bus, T trolley and other 
bikers.

“I’ve seen a bike in the street 
with just an ambulance pulling 
away,” says Veilleux. She too has 
been the victim of accidents, but 
she says she always remembers to 
wear her helmet now.

In addition to the vehicular 
dangers, exposure to chemicals 
such as carbon monoxide puts rid-
ers’ health in danger. However, 
while exposure to pollutants is 
harmful, bikers and pedestrians 
generally move along the side of 
traffic, on the fringes of dense 
emissions found in the middle of 
traffic corridors, according to The 
Complete Bicycle Commuter.

But the amount one person 
produces during a daily commute 
is small when compared to that 
generated by large businesses. For 
example, Merck purchased the 
rights to emit approximately 75 
tons of nitrogen oxide pollutants a 
year at $1,600 a ton, according to 
The New York Times. 

The world wide pharma-
ceutical company and neighbor 
of Simmons College bought the 
rights from Public Service Elec-
tric & Gas Company (PSE&G) in 
1995. PSE&G emitted fewer toxins 
than they had expected in 1992, so 
Merck was able to buy their left 
over emission credits, allowing the 
pharmaceutical giant to exceed the 
limit of smog-causing chemicals. 

Even though all commut-
ers, on average, spend less than an 
hour traveling to and from work, 
they get more than half their daily 
exposure to unhealthy soot during 
that time, according to a report by 
the nonprofit Clean Air Task Force. 
Commuters are exposed to high 
levels of airborne toxins regardless 
of whether they commute by bus, 
train, car, bike or on foot because 
commuting corridors are so heav-
ily polluted by diesel vehicles and 
the additional preexisting smog, 
according to the Boston-based 
environmental research and advo-
cacy group’s report. 

In a 2006 survey of 3,600 
students and 1,000 employes, Sim-

mons found that 28.4 percent of 
commuters use public transporta-
tion, 16.8 percent drive alone and 
1.9 percent bike to the school ev-
ery day. The findings were out of 
a pool of 3,600 students and 1,000 
employees who commute to Sim-
mons. 

“Many of my colleagues have 
wistfully expressed that it must be 
nice to bike to work. Some of my 
colleagues walk or take the bus, so 
we are a diversified group of com-
muters,” Bresler says. 

No matter what form of trans-
portation a commuter uses, being 
in or near traffic has an impact on 
health. However, the biker’s active 
respiratory systems does a better 
job of expelling air pollutants than 
does a relatively sedentary system 
in a person sitting inactively in his 
or her car, says The Complete Bi-
cycle Commuter. 

Biking provides Simmons 
commuters with a chance to think, 
exercise, save money, and get 
around quickly. It is this variety 
of personal incentives that encour-
ages them to continue biking and 
brave the upcoming winter.

“I still bike unless it’s slushy 
and icy,” Veilleux says.

Although Henderson com-
mutes on an Italian commuter bike, 
she says, “there is a point of cold 
to which I cannot ride.” She add-
ed that she purchased two days of 
parking, just in case. 

Bresler says she will continue 
to commute along the Charles this 
winter, bundled up in technical out-
erwear, watching the light change 
as fall fades and winter takes its 
place. She says her bike commute 
to Simmons is very much like the 
change of the seasons: consistent 
and essential for her survival as a 
teacher, mother, and artist. 

Taking the two-wheel commute 

scott MarkeWitz

To avoid longer, more environmentally-friendly commutes, many Simmons 
professors choose to bike to work. 

News Flash
By Kristin Pitts
Staff Writer

Boston may be going green, 
but according to Mayor Thom-
as Menino, it needs to get there 
a lot faster. 

Last week, Menino an-
nounced the creation of the 
Bike Friendly Business Pro-
gram to a crowd at the Ferris 
Wheels Bike Shop. 

“It will recognize busi-
nesses that commit to doing 
five bike-friendly actions, such 
as installing bike racks or en-
tering a team of employees in 
Hub on Wheels,” Menino said. 

The new program, in 
conjunction with green build-
ing standards, is just one way 
the City hopes to meet its goal 
of cutting carbon emissions by 
80 percent by 2050, Menino 
said.

“In this age of global 
warming, there ought to be 
more bikes on the street than 
cars,” said Jeffrey Ferris, own-
er of Ferris Wheels Bike Shop.

Shawmut Construction 
was recognized as one of the 
city’s bike-friendly business-
es. 

Nomination forms for 
the Bike Friendly Business 
Program may be found on the 
City’s Web site. 
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By Renée Frojo
Staff Writer

As a leader, mentor, and friend, 
Darcel Hunt’s mission is simple: to 
live happily and create better op-
portunities for others.

Hunt grew up in a Roxbury 
neighborhood and went to a pub-
lic high school where she saw kids 
making bad choices because of 
poor guidance and a lack of helpful 
resources. 

She wished there were pro-
grams that would help students 
make better decisions about col-
lege or motivate them to get more 
involved in their communities.

Now Hunt, a graduate of 
Boston Latin Academy and a proud 
senior at Simmons, is a biology and 
secondary education major who 
dreams of teaching in her home-
town high school.

“I feel like I have a goal and a 
valid reason to be a teacher,” Hunt 
said. “I know it’s not an easy job 
and I know it will be challenging, 
but I feel like it’s important for me 
to change someone’s life and get 
them on the right track if I can.”

Raised by her mother, aunts, 
and grandmother, Hunt said she 
considers herself lucky to have 
had such a strong female presence 
in her life. She considers them the 
role models who she strives to be 
for the students she now teaches.

“She’s a really good role mod-
el for the high school students that 
she helps and the elementary stu-
dents she has taught,” said friend 
and roommate, Jeanine Butz. 
“She’s even a great role model for 
me!”

Hunt traces her interest in 
science and education to the sum-
mers during high school when 
she worked at the New England 
Aquarium. Her duties included 
educating the public and dressing 
as the aquarium’s mascot, Sammy 
the Seal.

“At the Aquarium I got to do 
a lot with younger students, and 
that’s what got me into biology and 
education specifically,” Hunt said. 
“So when it finally came to decid-
ing for college, that’s what I looked 
for. I wanted to combine the two, 
science and education, in an urban 
setting.”

Through her volunteer work 
and involvement in numerous or-
ganizations at Simmons, Hunt re-
fined what she wants to teach after 
she graduates. 

Hunt has taught students of 
all ages with the Farragut After-

school Program, Education Sparks, 
America Reads, and the Big Sister 
Association of Boston through the 
Scott Ross center. And at Sim-
mons she works with prospective 
students and her peers as an ad-
missions ambassador, an orienta-
tion leader, a first-year-experience 
facilitator, and a summer resident 
advisor.

“I realized through my teach-
ing that I wanted to attack other is-
sues, like how students from urban 
areas could get into better colleges 
or more involved in their com-

munities so that they’re not doing 
whatever in the streets or getting 
into trouble,” Hunt said. “So since 
I’ve been more open to a lot of is-
sues here, it just changed and fo-
cused what I wanted to do.” 

On top of all her teaching 
commitments, Hunt is an active 
member in other organizations 
including the Black Student Or-
ganization, the Biology Liaison, 
and the Campus Activities Board, 
where she serves as president. She 
even manages to squeeze in time at 
the gym five days a week.

“She spends her life dedicat-
ing herself to others,” Butz said. 
“She really wants to give back to 
her community and she knows 
what she wants to do to achieve her 
goals.”

Hunt has also been recog-
nized by her community for being 
an exemplary student leader. She 
was among six people featured in a 
New Year’s Day Boston Globe ar-
ticle last year about the increase in 
volunteerism in the U.S. 

The story described Hunt’s 
tutoring work with students at 
the Farragut Elementary School, 
where she runs the science portion 
of the Sparks program she helped 
create. She is in charge of planning 
the curriculum, supervising other 
Simmons students, and tutoring in 
the Farragut’s regular after school 
program.

She was featured again a few 
months later in another Boston 
Globe article about her role in the 
Colleges of the Fenway alternative 
spring break project in Roxbury, 

She is Simmons: Hunt builds community

where she and other students tu-
tored city teens and met with com-
munity leaders.

“I thought it was a privilege 
and honor that I got that, but at the 
same time I don’t like that much at-
tention,” Hunt said. “I don’t want 
people to ever think that I do all 
these things to show off. I just do 
them because I really love them and 
that I’m passionate about them.”

Butz agreed that Hunt is gen-
uine in everything that she does, 
and referred to her as a “fun over-
achiever.” 

Butz said that Hunt still 
knows how to enjoy her time and 
remain down to earth.

Susanna Flung, the Associate 
Director of Undergraduate Service 
Learning, has worked with Hunt 
since her freshman year. 

“The most amazing thing 
about her is how sincere and mod-
est she is,” Flung said. “She does 
everything from the heart.”

Hunt said that her reasons for 
doing things are simple.

“I value community service 
and I know that is always going to 
be a part of my life in some way, 
shape, or form,” she said. “My top 
priority in life is just to be happy 
with whatever I’m doing and make 
other people happy. That’s enough 
for me, and I know I will be satis-
fied.” 

“She’s a really good 
role model for the 
high school stu-

dents that she helps 
and the elementary 

students she has 
taught,”

~Jeanine Butz

ClaSS of 2008

investigate rumors. create controversy. see both sides. see shows for free. review movies. music. theater. books. capture kodak moments. enjoy late-night moments. explore 
the night life. evaluate student life. meet amazing students. impress professors. impress your mom. see your name in print. express yourself. argue your point. go behind the 

scenes. know before your neighbors. get the inside scoop. 
poke fun at pop culture. meet musicians. actors. politicians. experts. make a difference. fight for your rights. make people think. 

make people laugh. tell a story in pictures. create an image in words. question the status quo. keep people on their toes. win awards. give out awards. be part of something 
larger than yourself. make new friends. learn new skills. 

share your skills with others. understand other perspectives. discover the power of your own voice. get a reaction. write. draw. photograph. opine. design. edit. lay out.
get involved. 

join the simmons voice. 
the possibilities are endless.

8 p.m. Sundays.
arnold hall basement.

bring your friends.

Photo courtesy oF darcel hunt

Senior Darcel Hunt poses with friends at the Scott Ross Center Walk for Hunger. 

Photo courtesy oF darcel hunt

Senior Darcel Hunt scoops ice cream at Cold Stone Creamery. The event was  a fundraiser for the Campus Activities 
Board. 
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Years later, still waiting for water

This article is the eleventh in a series of articles about human rights in South Africa. The series is the out-
come of COMM-328 Human Rights in South Africa, which Professor Dan Connell led for the second time 
last Spring. For more articles on South Africa, look for weekly installments in The Simmons Voice. 

By Christina Lenis
Staff Writer

Whiteboards covered with English 
and Xhosa greetings stretch across 
a classroom wall. Newspapers sit 
under a window waiting to be re-
cycled. A tiny brown tick moves 
slowly across the floor.

A middle-aged black woman 
sits in a chair, holding a book in her 
hand, staring into space. 

“The government will do 
something when it suits them,” she 
says at last.

Gertrude Square, or Auntie 
Gertie, as she prefers to be called, 
is talking about water—clean run-
ning water for her community in 
the bustling black township of Lan-
ga, twelve miles from Cape Town, 
the country’s legislative capital and 
a popular international tourist des-
tination. And about how she mo-
bilized her community to demand 
what they were promised.

For a growing number of im-
poverished black South Africans, 
gaining political equality in 1994 
was not enough. They also want 
the government to fulfill the pledge 
of social, economic, and cultural 
rights guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion, ratified in 1996.

Auntie Gertie is  the leader 
of a new community group, the 
Western Cape Anti-Eviction Cam-
paign and born during a series of 
demonstrations over the eviction 
of township residents unable to pay 
their rents while waiting for houses 
promised by the new government. 
She says that when the issue of wa-
ter came up, she did what she does 
best—stirred up the community 
and called the media.

After a good night’s rest, she 
says, she woke up with a plan. She 
went to her neighborhood and told 
the women to bring everything 
they needed to do their washing. 

Then they marched to the 
civic center where she shouted, 
“Go inside and use the toilets, and 
get your children from school.”

To gain media attention, the 
women then hung their worn-out 
panties and children’s underwear 
on a line outside the civic center. 
The police soon came, she says, 
and asked the crowd to stop and 
vacate the premise.

Auntie Gertie smiles with 
pride as she remembers her re-
sponse: “We are going to stay 
here.”

The following day, after the 
protest made the front pages of 
Cape Town’s leading daily papers 
and the television news, a fleet of 
trucks showed up at the settlement 
with pipes for clean water.

But victories like this have 
been few in recent years.

Although the Constitution 
guarantees access to water, and 
the ruling African National Con-
gress (ANC) has in its platform 
a promise of free clean water by 
2010, millions are still walking to 
springs for their daily water or con-

gregating at communal taps.
From 1994, when apartheid 

was formally dismantled and the 
ANC won the country’s first non-
racial elections, to 2002, more 
than a million South Africans were 
disconnected from water because 
they could not pay, and 40,000 
children died each year from diar-
rhea caused by dirty water, accord-
ing to Ashwin Desai, author of We 
Are the Poors.

This chronic lack of infra-
structure for water access in pover-
ty-ridden communities, combined 
with insufficient free basic water 
and the high price of water meters, 
has left many South Africans to 
ponder the thirteen-year-old Con-
stitution’s promise of water access 
for all. 

In Khayelitsha, another black 
township thirty minutes from 
Cape Town, Priscilla Ngandeka 
lives with her husband and three 
children. Her “woody” shack, as 
she calls it, has no running water 
or toilet. “We are supposed to get 
water from other sites,” she says.

The streets around her home 
are flooded with dirty water from 
residents dumping waste into the 
streets. The smells from the streets 
are unbearable, adding to the un-
sanitary living conditions where 
disease is rampant—conditions 
that also constitute a significant 
economic drain on the country, 
experts say. One study found that 
the country spent as much as $125 
billion each year in direct medical 
expenses and lost work-time due to 
water-related diseases.

Still, Ngandeka hopes the 
government will take action and 
provide clean water for her neigh-
borhood. “Water, electricity, and 
toilets are special things for ev-
eryone,” she says, adding that she 
thinks the government is doing its 
best, but that it may need to try a 
little harder.

Meanwhile, millions of peo-
ple are without water, and many of 
those who are connected struggle 
to pay the premiums brought on 
by water privatization, say com-
munity activists. Nearly 22 mil-
lion South Africans—half of the 
country’s population —live below 
the poverty line, with an average 
income of R144 ($21) a month. 

The installation of pre-paid 
water meters—a new develop-
ment that came with privatization–
discriminates against those who 
cannot afford the prices, which 
average around R62 ($9) for 2,000 

liters, activists say. 
With electricity, says Auntie 

Gertie, you can use candles if you 
can not afford light, but what can 
you use instead of water?

The government allots 
6,000 liters of free basic water to 
an eight-person household each 
month. After a household has used 
that amount, its members must pay 
for additional water through the 
pre-paid meter system. But this al-
lotment has been challenged in nu-
merous court cases, most recently 
in 2005 by Peter Gleick, an Ameri-
can environmental scientist. 

Gleick brought an affidavit 
before the city of Johannesburg 
when his suit came to trial, stat-
ing that the government’s allotted 
twenty-five liters per person per 
day was “insufficient for some ba-
sic needs defined by international 
standards.”

He argued that “the amount 
provided on household units rather 
than on a per capita daily calcula-
tion automatically disadvantages 
any household of more than eight 
people. A more appropriate and 
fair calculation should be based on 
BWR [Basic Water Requirements] 
on a per person, per day basis.”

The official daily ration of 
twenty-five liters—an amount 
roughly equivalent to seventy 
twelve-ounce bottles—is to be 
used for a person’s washing, clean-
ing, cooking and drinking. 

But many South Africans 
who surpass this allotment and 

cannot afford the price of pre-paid 
water are seeking other ways to 
get it, according to members of the 
growing anti-privatization move-
ment.

Up until 2000, most Kwazu-
lu-Natal residents got their water 
from communal taps, says Trevor 
Ngwane, who heads the Soweto 
Electricity Crisis Committee 
(SECC) in a township outside Jo-
hannesburg. 

Once pre-paid water meters 
were installed, however, those who 
could not afford the premiums took 
water from a local spring, which 
happened to be contaminated and 
triggered a cholera outbreak.

More than 20 people died 
trying to get free water, says Ng-
wane, whose committee is a char-
ter member of the Johannesburg-
based  Anti-Privatization Forum.

In a region where more than 
50 percent of the population is offi-
cially unemployed, putting a price 
on water, a basic necessity, can be 
devastating, Ngwane says. Those 
who cannot afford water become 
angry and try to steal it. Workers 
often get drunk and kick over the 
meters and communal taps.

During the past three years, 
there have been numerous sponta-
neous community uprisings over 
water issues with no involvement 
from trade unions or social move-
ments usually associated with po-
litical protests, says Ngwane. Now, 
he adds, the SECC is trying to unite 
these communities and expose the 

government’s poor performance.
A key part of the SECC strat-

egy is tapping into the high levels 
of anger among the people in the 
overcrowded townships, especially 
the youth. With more than 70 per-
cent of young black men unem-
ployed and with no resources to at-
tend university or find work, many 
are becoming frustrated.

While many South Africans 
say the government is not doing 
enough, some infrastructure for 
expanded public access to water is 
now under construction. 

ANC officials say there have 
been notable improvements in the 
delivery of basic services like wa-
ter and sanitation, citing one town-
ship outside Pretoria, the country’s 
executive capital as an example. 

“All communities must have 
access to clean water and decent 
sanitation by 2010,” according to 
a January 2007 ANC press release 
in which the party claims that 8 
million people out of a targeted 
13 million have already gained ac-
cess to clean water since the end of 
apartheid.

Meanwhile, back in Langa, 
Auntie Gertie rocks back in her 
chair as the smile fades from her 
face. Gazing around the empty 
classroom, she says firmly: “Clean 
running water is a necessity, not a 
luxury.”

kristin Pitts

In many black townships, resources promised by South Africa’s revolutionary constitution are often hard to come by. 
In the residence pictured above, ten people live without running water. 

Residents long for the government to deliver on constitutional promises

“Clean running 
water is a necessity, 

not a luxury.”

~gertrude Square,
CoMMunity leader
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A concert experience 
unlike anything else
By Carley Caldas
Staff Writer

As U2 plays their classic hit, “With 
or Without You,” Bono walks up 
and down the stage, theatrically 
building momentum. 

He looks out into the crowd 
directly at the audience. This ex-
perience, available for much less 
than the price of front row tickets 
is showing at the IMAX Theatre at 
the Boston Aquarium.

The U23D IMAX is a unique 
way to experience the Vertigo tour. 
Sitting comfortably in a cushioned 
seat at the theatre you can fly over 
the band and see Bono from all 
angles. 

The visuals are amazing, and 
so is the sound. Fans will not miss 
a single beat on the drums, which 
are mixed well with the vocals and 
guitars. 

The film gives viewers the 
feeling of being on stage, standing 
next to the drum set and being a 
part of the action. 

Each member of the band 

interacts with the cameras, which 
gives the illusion that they are in-
teracting personally with each 
member of the audience. 

The film is comprised of 
footage taken from the Vertigo 
Tour through South America. The 
backdrop and the lighting enhance 
the concert experience, though 
there are some points in the film 
when the flashing lights are a bit 
too much to handle. 

The sound quality in the 
film is unparalleled. The sound of 
Bono’s voice, the drums, and the 
striking bass were all clear and au-
dible. 

The music seems to reverber-
ate through the theater. The only 
drawback to this experience is that 
it might make viewers want to be 
in the crowd instead of just sitting 
in a theatre.

The cameras bring each per-
son into the middle of screaming 
fans looking up at the stage. Being 
in a seat in the middle of a crowded 
theatre will probably not stop any-
one from singing along - rather 

loudly at times - to some of the fa-
vorites played. 

The set includes U2 classics 
such as “Where The Streets Have 
No Names,” “Sunday Bloody Sun-
day,” “With or Without You,” and 
“Pride (In The Name of Love).” 
The band also plays some of their 
newer songs including, “Vertigo,” 
“Beautiful Day,” and “Yahweh.”  

The 3D experience fully im-
merses viewers into the concert. 
From being on the stage to looking 
right into Bono’s eyes, viewers get 
a concert experience like no other. 
Tickets are $12.95 and the show 
runs through February.

This 3D concert experience 
could be a new alternative to tradi-
tional concerts. It is an affordable 
way to see a beloved band play fan 
favorites.

The seating is comfortable 
and viewers get the concert pack-
age and so much more without 
fear of getting a bloody nose in the 
mosh pit. 

Savant Project serves 
more than food this 
Valentine’s Day
By Catalina Rojo

Staff Writer

As their specialty menu clearly 
states: “Love it or Hate it, Valen-
tine’s Day is Coming Up.”

The Savant Project, a res-
taurant and bar new to the area by 
only five months, has a few tricks 
up its sleeve. 

By attracting the young so-
phisticated set to this pub-laden 
area, they have created a new scene 
in the Mission Hill neighborhood. 

Walking down the end of 
Tremont Street one passes a few 
local markets, convenience stores 
and liquor stores, and a pub here 
and there. The Savant Project’s 
chic and edgy style is the only one 
of its kind in the area. 

Located on Tremont Street 
near Brigham Circle on the E line, 
The Savant Project, run by young 
entrepreneurs, caters to the stylish 
student who is unafraid of a culi-
nary adventure, whether it be food 
or drink. 

While it has been on their 
minds for a while now, Luis and 
Benny, the owners of The Savant 
Project, have created their very 
own Valentine’s Day menu. 

For the fixed price of $45, 
patrons of the Savant Project can 
choose the traditional Valentine’s 
Day menu, a three-course dinner 
menu with pairings of tuna sashimi 
or veggie tempura and Sauvignon 
Blanc, steak frites or panko salmon 
and Cabernet Sauvignon or Pinot 
Gris topped off with deep fried 

churros and Montsarra Sparkling 
Wine. 

For those with an anti-
Valentine’s Day itch, the Savant 
Project offers their $30 “F@#K 
Valentine’s” menu, which comes 
complete with pairings of chicken 
wings or macaroni and cheese with 
a Miller High Life, stuffed chedder 
or veggie burger with a Narragan-
set Tall Boy and for dessert a fried 
Twinkie with black coffee. 

A disclaimer at the bottom 
of the menu states that while the 
traditional Valentine’s Day menu 
comes with tasting size portions 
of wine, the “F@#K Valentine’s” 
menu comes with full drink serv-
ings, “Because you deserve it.”

The food on Feb. 14 will be 
delicious, and the atmosphere the 
Savant Project’s bad boys have in 
mind will be just as naughty. 

Decorations such as dried 
roses, chopped-up teddy bears, and 
dartboards where you are invited to 
throw darts at photographs of your 
ex will all be scattered about the 
space. Voodoo dolls will also be 
available at the door, so that single 
guests can dine with a “date.”

Groups of four or more are 
encouraged so that singles can 
mingle while couples gather in the 
back. 

Can’t make it for Valentine’s 
Day? The Savant Project’s unique 
menu is available Monday through 
Friday for lunch from 11:30 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. and dinner Monday 
through Saturday 5-10 p.m. Their 
LateNight Menu is also available 
Thursday through Saturday from 

10 p.m. until 1 a.m.. 
With items such as skirt steak 

egg rolls with a seaweed salad, or 
truffled cheese polenta logs, the 
Savant Project is screaming diver-
sity in an otherwise student-infest-
ed bar town. The food here great, 
and the drinks are even better.

The drink menu is of the 
highest quality in the area, with an 
extensive wine list of over 30 dif-
ferent selections, all under $50; the 
Savant Project is sure to please any 
connoisseur. 

Master Sommelier, Jason 
Irving, who has also prepared the 
dinner menu in accordance with 
the list, has designed the wine 
menu.

Master Mixologist, Cliff 
Travers, has designed a few unique 
“sins” as the menu calls them. The 
“Sin-Grias,” all with crafty names 
such as the “Mangria” and “Sake 
to me” are available by the pitcher 
as well as the glass. 

“The 3-Nymphs,” as they call 
them, are delicious beer cocktails; 
created using, you guessed it, beer. 
“The Blonde,” “The Brunnette,” 
and “The Redhead” are all made 
with various beers mixed together 
to create unique flavors, such as a 
fruity, strawberry flavor for “The 
Redhead.”

The décor, restored from un-
der a sheet of drywall, is as nostal-
gic as it is contemporary. The con-
temporary wall mural on the upper 
level plays down a bright white tin 
ceiling.

WWW.thesavantProject.coM

The bar is well stocked, and the bartender knows much more than 
how to tap beer.

WWW.thesavantProject.coM

Enjoy Asian- and Spanish-inspired dishes along with a unique mixed drink.

WWW.thesavantProject.coM

The Savant Project’s edgy and chic atmosphere is a unique contrast to the pub 
scene on Mission Hill. 
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Juno pleases despite 
its snarky jokes
By Jessica Rudis
Staff Writer 

Sometimes adults simply try too 
hard to relate to teenagers.  Despite 
the efforts, these attempts are al-
most always met with rolling eyes.  
A parent hardly proves his “hip-
ness,” for example, when he greets 
his son by asking, “Wazzap?”

Unfortunately, the adults be-
hind the film Juno make the same 
mistake.  The plot, which revolves 
around Juno (Ellen Page) and her 
experience as a pregnant teenager, 
is relevant to young adult audi-
ences.  

The film’s dialogue, however, 
is a strained effort to relate to this 
target demographic.  

The dialogue is heavily sprin-
kled with bits of outdated slang, 
which seems ironic at first.  But 
with constant repetition it soon be-
comes apparent that it is supposed 
to reflect the speech of ordinary 
teenagers.

The problem here is that teen-
agers these days know that, among 
other things, “home skillet” is no 
longer an acceptable synonym for 
“friend.”

Other aspects of the film at-
tempt to make this connection less 
blatantly: Juno’s boyfriend Paulie 
Bleeker (Michael Cera) runs track 
in a retro outfit that looks suspi-
ciously like an American Apparel 
get-up headband and all.  

The soundtrack features in-
die favorites Belle and Sebastian 

and The Moldy Peaches.  Juno’s 
room decorations include a kitschy 
hamburger phone.  

These details alone con-
vey the “coolness” the film seeks.  
Even though they are somewhat 
overdone and make Juno’s home-
town seem dominated by hipsters, 
the details show the target audi-
ence that the film “gets” them.  The 
awkward use of slang, on the other 
hand, fails to achieve the same re-
sult.

Despite the dialogue flaws, 
“Juno,” which was recently nomi-
nated for four Academy Awards, is 
an excellent film.  

Though it seems like a typi-
cal high school comedy at first, the 
story builds momentum and be-
comes increasingly heartwarming, 
yet always hilarious.

Juno approaches the issue 
of teenage pregnancy in a sur-
prisingly apolitical fashion.  This 
works well for a comedy, but it also 
glosses over significant matters, 
such as Juno’s sudden decision to 
carry her pregnancy to term rather 
than abort.  

This life-changing decision 
is hardly addressed, nor is the fact 
that Juno has the ability to choose 
in the first place.

When Juno takes a pregnan-
cy test in a convenience store at the 
start of the film, she is sassy and 
sarcastic rather than scared.  

Again, this unrealistic re-
sponse works only for comedic 
value, especially since the store 

Oprah picked a dud
By Kristin Pitts
Staff Writer

We Were the Mulvaneys, by Joyce 
Carol Oates, has received praise 
from top critics, who call her twen-
ty-ninth novel “exquisite” and “su-
premely well-written.” 

The bestselling novel and 
New York Times Notable Book of 
the Year has completed a stint on 
a little thing called Oprah’s Book 
Club and seems to be loved by, 
well, everyone. 

But the novel’s praise out-
weighs its brilliance. We Were the 
Mulvaneys takes place in rural 
New York and chronicles the lives 
of a seemingly perfect American 
family. 

The novel is narrated from 
the youngest son’s perspective, as 
he watches his family of six crum-
ble as the news of his sister’s rape 
unfolds. 

Admittedly, Oates’ charac-
ter construction is nothing short 
of amazing. She manages to cre-
ate complex, believable characters 
who are neither completely appeal-
ing or completely appalling. 

Moreover, she follows her 
characters over the course of 20 
years, making sure to allow each of 
them to logically evolve. In short, 
she does what so many authors fail 
to do: create characters that seem 

human.
But while Oates manages 

to succeed where so many writ-
ers fail, her shortcomings become 
glaringly apparent by mid-novel. 

For the first few hundred pag-
es, We Were the Mulvaneys works 
at the speed of any good page-
turner. 

The reader is presented with 
a rowdy, loving family, all the 
while being reminded, through 
half sentences and slightly cheesy 
foreshadowing, that things will 
soon take a turn for the worst. And 
of course, they do. 

On the night of her Valen-
tine’s Day dance, pretty, popular 
sophomore Marianne Mulvaney, is 
raped by a senior boy.    

Oates handles the scene, and 
Marianne and her family’s reac-
tion to it with great sensitivity and 
honesty. By page 150, I had cried 
twice.

But almost without warn-
ing, things get, for lack of a better 
word, ridiculous. Marianne is ban-

ished from the house, her father be-
comes a jaded alcoholic, the family 
business goes down the tubes, her 
parents lose the house and eventu-
ally separate, never mind the sib-
lings, who had always been close, 
lose virtually all contact with one 
another. 

To put it lightly, it was all 
a bit much. While the rapid and 
enormous downfall of the family is 
certainly depressing, its snowball 
effect was so dramatic and over-
done, that the novel lost most of its 
hard-earned plausibility. 

One of the book’s critics 
praised We Were the Mulvaneys for 
“warming her heart, breaking it, 
and then warming it again.” 

But a more realistic take 
might be that it was like driving 
toward New York and ending up in 
California, because when the book 
ends with the family put perfectly 
back together again, it seems more 
wrong than heartwarming. 

We Were the Mulvaneys 
proves that Oates’ years of writing 
have paid off in terms of character 
development and eloquent writing. 
But with all the drama of a packed 
middle school, her illogical plot 
twists seem very John Grisham. 
Sure, it is a pretty good read. 

But should this book have 
made her millions? Sorry Oprah, I 
have to disagree. 

WWW.reelMovieneWs.coM

Juno may have its vocabulary problems, but is still a heartwarming film.

clerk is played by Rainn Wilson 
(better known as Dwight Schrute 
from The Office). 

The film gains depth when 
Juno meets the couple who plan to 
adopt her baby.  Mark and Vanessa 
Loring (Jason Bateman and Jen-
nifer Garner) seem to have walked 
straight out of a J.Crew catalogue, 
but Mark soon bonds with Juno 
over a shared taste in music and 
horror films.

Mark does not need to use 
any slang terminology to relate 
to Juno.  He effortlessly bridges 
the generation gap, a rare feat for 
any parent - or future parent.  But 
Mark’s authentic teenage coolness 
clashes with his suburban adult 
lifestyle, and he soon realizes that 
he cannot have it all.

Most of the lessons that Juno 
draws from her unplanned preg-
nancy stem from her relationship 
with the Lorings.  In their sepa-
rate ways, Mark and Vanessa both 
teach her about differences in per-
spective that come with age.  

Despite Juno’s adult-looking, 
pregnant stomach, Vanessa shows 
her that she still has a lot of growing 
up to do.  Conversely, Mark shows 
her that adulthood and maturity are 
not always synomymous.

One lesson that Juno does 
not learn, though, is to use contra-
ception.  Then again, only un-hip 
adults would turn a funny movie 
about a pregnant teenager into a 
learning opportunity.  Isn’t that 
right, home skillet?

WWW.FantasticFiction.co.uk

Oprah may have liked this book, but our staff writer had another opinion.

WWW.reelMovieneWs.coM

Juno, played by Ellen Page, talks to her boyfriend, played by Michael Cera.

Should this book 
have made her 
millions? Sorry 
Oprah, I have to 
disagree. 
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And Then There Was the Word
A column about our language: Do You Use a 
Frying Pan or a Skillet?

Reporting from the Capitol
Super Tuesday in Washington,  D.C. 

By Sidney Berger, Ph.D.
ProfeSSor of CoMMuniCationS

Do you use a frying pan or a skil-
let?  Or maybe even a spider?  

If you are on a corner diago-
nally across from another corner at 
an intersection, are you kitty-cor-
ner, catty-corner, or cater-cornered 
from the other one?

For your privacy, do you close 
the blinds or the window shades?

Do you drink pop, soda, soda 
pop, or coke (note the lower-case on 
that word), or some other drink?

And do you drink from a wa-
ter fountain, a drinking fountain, 
or a bubbler?

Do you see where I am going 
on this one?

On my very first day of liv-
ing in the Midwest, I went to a 
pizza place and asked for one with 
green pepper.  I was told, in a Mid-
western twang that was worthy of 
Gomer Pyle:  “Ain’t got no green 
pepper; got bell pepper.”  I did 
not know what to say.  They both 
meant the same thing to me.  But to 
the woman making the pasta, bell 
peppers were decidedly not green 
peppers.  

All of these are examples 
of dialect variation.  I have writ-
ten about language change in ear-
lier columns.  This is a good ex-
ample.  People move to different 
parts of the country and adapt to 
the climate, the natural resources 
available, and the local customs.  
Language changes through our 
slurring of our words over the cen-
turies.  (Remember the example I 
have mentioned before:  “God be 
with you” has evolved to “Good-
bye.”)  Vocabulary and pronuncia-
tion change as time goes by and as 
people move from place to place.

When we travel widely in 
English-speaking realms, we en-
counter people who are talking 
English, but not always the same 
way that we do.  Supposedly, 
George Bernard Shaw said, “Eng-
land and America are two coun-
tries divided by a common lan-
guage.”  The language is the same, 
but the division occurs in the way 
the speakers in these countries use 
the language.

The three main features of 
language that distinguish one dia-
logue from another are vocabulary, 
pronunciation, and grammar.  An-
other is social class.

The skillet/frying pan/spi-
der example is an instance of vo-
cabulary differences in dialects.  
Generally, people on the coasts 
use “frying pan.”  Those in the 
Midwest and part of the South say 
“skillet.”  And some folks from the 
deep South may still say “spider,” 
which was once a metal frying pan 
with short legs that kept the pan up 
above the coals or the metal sur-
face of a stove.  

With mass media—radio and 
TV—bringing “Standard Ameri-
can English” to everyone, some 
of the features of dialect are dying 
out, and not too many people in 
the South today say “spider.”  We 
all know the words “frying pan” 
and “skillet,” and we are likely 
to use one or the other depending 
on where we were raised, and by 
whom (since we tend to speak the 
language of our parents).

What about the cater-cor-
nered thing?  I once knew a guy 
from a small southwestern Iowa 

community who used to say, “He 
lived catty-wampus from me.”  
And another person said, “catty-
walkus.”  These were pretty nar-
row dialect features—narrow in 
the respect that few people in the 
U.S. would use such words, though 
I understood from the context ex-
actly what they meant.

And pronunciation is really 
obvious.  I now live in the Boston 
area, where the letter “R” is thrown 
around like a rubber ball, appear-
ing where it does not belong, and 
disappearing where it does.  People 
love to mimic Bostonians with the 
phrase “pahk the cah.”  My theory 
is that there is a finite number of 
“R”’s in the world and if you take 
one out from one work, it must 
reappear somewhere else.  So we 
take the two missing “R”’s and 
stick them in Cuber (where Castro 
lives) and Jamaiker (the island).  

The “R” thing is a dialect 
feature that mahks someone from 
being from this arear.

You really know what I mean 
by “dialect variation” when you go 
to the deep South.  The drawl there 
is disconcerting, and sometimes 
unintelligible to a northerner.  
When I was in college about 75 or 
100 years ago, one of my linguis-
tics professors predicted that by 
2000 the southern drawl would be 
pretty much gone.  She said that 
pronunciation would “level out” 
since people in the South would 
be influenced by the speech they 
heard on TV and radio.  

But the persistence of the 
drawl proves her wrong.  There is 
a deep-rooted comfort in the status 
quo, and people in the South have 
not changed their pronunciations 
appreciably over the decades.  It is 
almost like regional pride.

As for grammar, some dia-
lects have their own, and nothing 
seems to be able to shake it.  Listen 
to this one:  “Is it going to rain to-
morrow?”  “I ain’t fer sure.”  Where 
the heck did that come from?  It is 
a common grammatical construc-
tion in the Midwest.  I heard it all 
the time.  “Not for sure” means 
“not sure.”  

“I read that book in three 
hours.  You’ve had it for a week 
and you’re only on page 150.  Is 
that all the further you’ve gotten?”  
“All the further” is another of those 
regionalisms that marks someone 
speaking the Midwestern dialect.

Also, some people like to 
flaunt their “upper class” snobbery 
by using vocabulary that the mass-
es would never use.  A Harvard 
fellow is more likely to say, “Let’s 
have a moratorium on this subject” 
than is a person from the less-  
moneyed classes.  This is not a case 
of prejudice; it is merely an obser-
vation that highly educated people 
are likely to used words that less 
educated people do not even know.  
This varied vocabulary is a sign of 
a different dialect, in this instance 
based on education or class.

One last thing:  Since dialect 
differences are marked by differ-
ences in pronunciations and vo-
cabulary; and since no two people 
have the exact same vocabulary 
and pronunciation, some linguists 
say that no two people speak the 
same dialect.  Each person speaks 
her or his own idiolect.  

Anyway, I am out of space, 
so I better absquatulate.  

Later.

By Shannon Brown
Staff Writer 

The university cafeteria was buzz-
ing with excitement. 

The balloons were slowly 
gliding across the ceiling, the card-
board signs covered with magic 
marker designs and slogans had 
been carefully Scotch taped to the 
walls, and the students were ready 
for the evening’s event. 

At just about any other uni-
versity in the country, this kind of 
atmosphere would only exist at a 
sporting event or another activity 
unique to the university.

However, at the American 
University Washington Semester 
Program in D.C. that attracts the 
geekiest of political geeks from 
around the world, this was all for 
the much anticipated Super Tues-
day.

In total, there were 24 dif-
ferent states, including Massachu-
setts, that held their primaries or 
caucuses on Feb. 5. 

The Democrats held elec-
tions in 22 states and one territory, 
with 1,681 delegates at stake. This 
meant that 52 percent of all pledged 
delegates were awarded. The Re-
publicans had elections in 21 states 
with 975 delegates at stake. Those 
delegates make up 41 percent of 
the total available, according to the 
Washington Post.

But at the Washington Se-
mester Tenley Campus cafeteria, 
it was obvious that Super Tuesday 

was not just a big day for the can-
didates. 

The main cafeteria was show-
ing CNN on a large screen that had 
been previously used only once be-
fore for the Super Bowl.

However, unlike the Super 
Bowl, where students were told 
they had to leave the cafeteria once 
it closed at 7:30 p.m., everyone was 
allowed to stay and watch the Su-
per results well into the night.

A smaller room adjacent to 
the large main cafeteria showed 
MSNBC on another large projec-
tion screen. This way, students 
could yell from one room to an-
other as soon as a winner was pro-
jected for one of the many states at 
stake.

Although the cafeteria was 
well decorated and the volume of 
the large screen was turned up loud, 
the true Super Tuesday fans stayed 
in the smaller adjacent room.

There, in three long rows of 
tables all facing two projection 
screens, one showing TV political 
coverage and another showing a 
magnified view of various political 
Web sites, students sat transfixed 
before their own laptops, occasion-
ally looking up to view the other 
coverage. 

Although the TV often pre-
dicted the winners before the other 
online sources, occasionally a stu-
dent shouted out a result before the 
TV. At American University, the 
real race was on. 

The Washington Semester 
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This is the true story...of hundreds of strangers...who

attend college...work and study together...find out what

happens when people stop being students...and start

looking for real jobs...The Real World: Career Edition.

Dear RWCE:

I'm a senior and will be starting to interview for jobs in the spring.  I'm 
worried about what I should wear - my "professional" wardrobe is 
practically non-existent.  Do I need to buy a suit? -Not Dressed for Success

Dear Not Dressed for Success:

Even though business casual is the dress code in many organizations today,
most employers expect interviewees to dress up for the interview.  Also, a
suited look is the preferred dress in some business cultures like banking, law
and sales.  Just remember - you never get a second chance to make a good
first impression.   

You want to be viewed as a young 
professional.  Don't be eliminated in the first
10 seconds because your outfit screams 
"college student"!  With that in mind, you
should dress on the conservative side.  You
want the interviewer to focus on what you
have to say, not be distracted by what you are
wearing.  Leave the low-cut blouse, short skirt,
face-piercing, flip flops and perfume at home. 

Wear a suit (skirt or pants), or add a jacket to a
tailored skirt or slacks you already own that
pulls an outfit together enough to be profes-
sional. You may want to invest in an "inter-
view outfit" since you will be on the interview
circuit.  When you feel and look good, you
usually make a positive impression.

A career counselor can give you advice regard-
ing a particular outfit you have in mind. 
Stop by P304 for 10 minutes during Drop-in
Hours (Mondays & Tuesdays: 3:00-4:30;
Wednesdays & Thursdays: 1:30-:300), or call
617-521-2488 for an appointment.

-RWCE

Do you have a career related question for Real
World: Career Edition?  Email your question to careers@simmons.edu

Student Association (WSSA) which 
is basically our version of Campus 
Activities Board (CAB), even gave 
out free sodas as it got later, to help 
the students stay awake and track 
their presidential hopeful.

There was an understood lev-
el of respect throughout, which I 
believe is often missing in political 
events and discussions. The only 
friction among the Super Tuesday 
trackers arrived when a candidate 
was predicted for a state. Some of 
the students would clap and then, 
almost every time, a few others 
would boo.

However, this is mild-        
mannered compared to many po-
litical activities. 

The political coverage was 
also varied to give everyone a fair 
chance. Although for the most part, 
the TV was switched between CNN 
and MSNBC, and network news, 
such as ABC, was also shown. The 
TV was even switched to Fox news 
for a few minutes. 

As a journalism major I feel 
obliged to mention that I do not 
know how long the TV was tuned 
into Fox News because I left the 
room after it had been on for five 
minutes. 

Overall, I believe that the 
atmosphere and the serious, but 
courteous, Super Tuesday follow-
ers that I watched TV with both 
made this a great first Super Tues-
day for me as a voting citizen. 
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Overheard

Calendar Listing: February 17-23

Sunday 2/17 The Red Balloon and The White Mane
10:15 a.m.
Presentation of Albert Lamorisse’s short 
children films from the 1950s
Location: Museum of Fine Arts

Boston’s Chinese New Year Celebration 
Location: Philips Square (Harrison Ave & 
Essex Street) 
Celebrate the arrival of the new lunar year 
with a dragon dance, lion dance, and fire-
crackers in Boston’s Chinatown.
Admission: Free

Hugh Masekela and The Chissa All-Stars
8 p.m.
Grammy-nominated trumpeter who com-
bines jazz with traditional Afrobeat and R&B
Admission: $28-$37
Location: Berklee Performance Center

Monday 2/18 A Memory of Humanity, Red Cross Photo 
Exhibit
9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Location: Suffolk University Law School
Features 86 photographs that span the history 
of the Red Cross and demonstrate the role of 
humanitarian aid in combating inhumanity 
and violence.

Open Mic Challenge
8 p.m.
Hosted by Tom Bianchi
Location: Lizard Lounge 
Admission: $5

The Bravery
 8 p.m.
The Bravery’s sound has been compared to 
The Cure and New Order.
Location: Paradise Rock Club
Admission: $16.50

Tuesday 2/19 Tour of WGBH 
Duration: 45 minutes
Time: 2 p.m.
Admission: Free
E-mail studiotours@wgbh.org for more infor-
mation

Boston Ballet and Boston University
6 p.m.
Location: Boston University Tsai 
Performance Center
Panel discussion and a sneak preview of an 
upcoming production.
Admission: Free, but tickets are required
Call 617-353-8725 for more information.

Tim Young
8 p.m.
Comedian based out of New York City
Location: Wentworth Institute of Technology

Wednesday 2/20 Student Government Association Meetings
Open to undergraduates, held every Wednes-
day in C-103
3:30-5 p.m. 

Folk Rockers: Ryanhood
7 p.m.
Folk/pop/rock band
Location: Wheelock Student Center

The Business of Hip-Hop Symposium
7 p.m.
Top-tier industry professionals will partici-
pate in an educational forum that will explore 
business and social issues pertaining to Hip-
Hop
Admission: Free

Locations: Berklee Performance Center
Thursday 2/21 Rosa’s Ride: The Life of Rosa Parks

10:30 a.m.
Follows the struggles of young Rosa Parks 
through the indignities of prejudice to her 
simple act of civil disobedience giving birth 
to the American Civil Rights movement.
Location: John F. Kennedy Library and 
Museum

Colleges of the Fenway Speed Dating
7 p.m.
Location: MassArt Gymnasium 

Frank Santos: The R-Rated Hypnotist
8:30 p.m.
Location: The Comedy Connection
Admission: $15

Friday 2/22 Winter Exhibitions: Office Space
9 a.m.
Features six artists who find inspiration in 
everyday office materials. 
Location: New Art Center in Newtonville

African Art Collection
12 p.m.
Location: Hamill Gallery of African Art
Includes masks, figures, artifacts, textiles, 
jewelry, books, and posters show the visual 
impact and spiritual power of tribal art.

Bob Marley
10:15 p.m.
Location: The Comedy Connection
Admission: $25

Saturday2/23 Trip to New York City
Depart 6:30 a.m.
Location: MassArt, outside of Public Safety 
on Tetlow Street

Community Soul Food Dinner
5 p.m. 
Linda K. Paresky Conference Center

IB Mainstage
10 p.m.
Location: Back Alley Theater- ImprovBoston
Mainstage skillfully blends storytelling, 
memorable music, audience participation, 
and joyful chaos. 
Admission: $10 for students
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Answers to last week’s sudoku 

“Don’t worry, I’ll eat the 
beaver balls.”
–R.F.
“But I’m hungry; I want 
the beaver balls.”
–B.J.M., in reference to grape 
flavoring in PB and J. 

“Do not describe my 
article as torture and 
death.”
–K.T., in reference to N.L. de-
scribing her article on electro-
shock therapy.

“Tits in my face.”
–K.T., in reference to B.J.M. hug-

ging her.

“You’re really short 
dude.”
– B.J.M.

“I’m kind of hurt.”
– K.P., in reference to K.T. not 
asking her to hand-model for The 

Simmons Voice.

“Kind of? That’s better 
than hurting for real, I 
guess.”
–K.T

“The lecture’s been 
pretty boring so this is 
the chance to get into a 
fist fight.”
–V.D., in reference to future dis-

cussion on the floral industry.

“It’s not that there’s a 
ghost there, holding the 
water up, so it misses 
your cup.” 
–V.D., in reference to the proper-
ties of adhesion.
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The hard conversations 
are the most important

By Kimberly Tran
Staff Writer

Electroshock therapy, also known 
as electroconvulsive therapy 
(ECT), is a legal medical proce-
dure that was developed during 
the 1940s. Many people assume 
that ECT is an excruciatingly pain-
ful and inhuman procedure, even 
now, after its methods have been 
refined. Misuse of this therapy 
has caused many misconceptions, 
leading people to believe that ECT 
is dangerous. However, when used 
properly, ECT can greatly benefit 
people who have exhausted all oth-
er forms of treatment.

ECT is commonly associated 
with the novel One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest, in which it is used 
to control patients at a mental in-
stitution. The novel made ECT ap-
pear to be an inhuman treatment. 

It is understandable that peo-
ple may compare ECT to torture, 
especially when they are consid-
ering the concept of sending high 

voltages of electricity through a 
person’s brain as a form of disci-
pline.

This popular viewpoint is 
supported by incidents such as 
the one that happened at the Judge 
Rotenberg Center (JRC). JRC is a 
school in Canton, Mass. that cur-
rently uses ECT as a form of ther-
apy for autistic, mentally retarded, 
and emotionally disturbed stu-
dents. Whether or not the staff is 
also trained as nurses is uncertain. 

At this facility, the staff was 
tricked into administering frequent 
shocks to two students, putting one 
of them in the hospital with severe 
burns. Given this case, it is obvious 

that ECT is dangerous when put in 
the wrong hands.

At JRC, graduated electronic 
deceleration (GED) devices were 
attached to the arms, legs, or tor-
sos of students. Members of the 
JRC staff used remote devices to 
send two-second electrical shocks 
as a way of punishing and prevent-
ing bad behavior. These shocks 
were believed to be stronger and 

longer-lasting than standard GED 
devices. 

According to an article in 
the Weekly Dig, the GED is not ap-
proved by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA), and is manu-
factured and used only by JRC. 
The FDA has also said that the 
device is “substantially equivalent 
to devices marketed or classified as 
‘aversive conditioning devices.’” 
When ECT is used in this way, it is 
impossible to even consider ethical 
and humane possibilities.

But not all ECT treatments 
should be perceived as unethical. 
When medication and other forms 
of treatments fail, patients and doc-
tors usually turn to ECT as a last 
resort.

The current, more refined 
treatment is administered with a 
significantly lower amount of elec-
trical currents than what was used 
when it was first developed. Along 
with anesthesia and muscle relax-
ant medication, the electrical cur-
rents are given to the brain in small 
amounts, just enough to produce a 
seizure.

Research has indicated that 
ECT successfully treats a variety 
of psychiatric disorders, and is 
most effective in the treatment of 
severe depression, schizophrenia,  
and mania.

ECT can only be adminis-
tered with consent, and although 
side effects range from confusion 
to slight memory loss, it is a small 
price to pay for such optimal re-
sults. People who have suffered 
from even a minor form of depres-
sion can feel helpless to control 
their feelings. For those who live 
with severe depression and are un-
able to benefit from medication, 
the benefits of ECT far outweigh 
the risks.

ECT is not shocking anymore
OPiNiON

jeFFrey coolidge
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By Kate Clavet
Staff Writer

Prostitution is still legal in Rhode 
Island and in certain counties of 
Nevada.  Some people do not see 
any problem with prostitution be-
cause they believe that all pros-
titutes choose their profession. 
Many people see prostitution as 
simply paying for a service; the 
selling of sex to a consumer. The 
problem with that theory is that the 
majority of prostitutes are forced 
into their vocation.

Trafficked women, of which 
there are growing numbers in the 
United States, are often sold into 
the sex trade. According to the Of-
fice of Community Oriented Po-
licing Services U.S. Department 
of Justice (COPS), 70 percent of 
trafficked women end up in the sex 
trade. Legislation in both Rhode 
Island and Nevada allows this.

Nevada legislation NRS 
201.400 under Pandering, Prostitu-
tion and Disorderly Houses states 
that it is “unlawful for any person 
to engage in prostitution or solicita-
tion, therefore, except in a licensed 
house of prostitution.”

“Houses of prostitution” are 
illegal only in counties where the 
population is over 400,000 people, 
like Las Vegas, according to NRS 
244.345.  However, according to 
the Nevada Brothels Association 
Web site, there are currently ap-
proximately 30 brothels operating 
legally in Nevada. 

“Brothels and prostitutes 
must past a criminal background 
check for licensing; they must ad-
here to strict medical testing and 
controls; pay substantial taxes, 
licensing and other fees; are eco-
nomic contributors to their com-
munities,” the site said.

It is a felony for a person to 
operate legally or illegally as a 
prostitute after testing positive for 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV), according to legislation 
NRS 441A: 20. Licensed brothels 
have testing requirements. 

Each prostitute must undergo 
weekly testing for gonorrhea and 
monthly testing for syphilis. If it is 
found that one of the prostitutes has 
not been tested, or has tested posi-
tive and is still working, the brothel 
operator will be held responsible, 
according to the legislation.

Rhode Island’s legislation, 
however, does not go into as much 
detail on the topic.   The legislation 
states that prostitution is legal as 
long as it takes place indoors.  In 
the January sessions of 1999, 2005, 
and 2007, the Rhode Island House 
attempted to pass legislation to 
make prostitution illegal, but these 
efforts were unsuccessful. 

Last year in February 2007, 
when the House was hearing a new 
bill to illegalize prostitution, Steve 
Brown of the Rhode Island Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union said this 
legislation to illegalize prostitution 
would only “further victimize vic-
tims.”  This concern was shared 
by many of the general assembly, 
which is possibly why it did not 
pass last year or in previous years. 
The only way to punish people in-
volved in prostitution is to fine and 
jail them.

However, since many of the 
prostitutes are trafficked, they suf-
fer not only being forced to be pros-
titutes, but also the consequences 
of their alleged crime.  In many 
cases, the women are so fearful 
that they will not reveal the name 
of their pimp or customers.  

The majority of women are 
hidden in massage parlors, and may 
not even speak English. The cus-
tomers are told that for an extra fee 
sexual services will be provided. 
Since technically this is legal, law 
enforcement’s only option is to ar-
rest the trafficked women as illegal 
immigrants, which removes them 
from captivity but does nothing to 
solve the problem. 

This would mean that by ar-
resting the prostitutes and sentenc-
ing them, the only people who get 
punished are the prostitutes. 

It is up to state governments to 
regulate their investigations so that 
the trafficking will cease.  Human 
trafficking is a difficult problem, 
and illegalizing prostitution will 
not help if the legislation’s enforce-
ment is not adequately funded. 

If there were enough concern 
about human trafficking, legitimate 
funds would be found to pay for 
programs to crack down on pimps.  
Trafficking cannot be solved with-
out proper legislation, and proper 
legislation cannot be put into place 
without adequate funding.  

A plan should be made that in-
cludes an assessment of how much 
money is needed to provide law en-
forcement with enough resources 
to combat the problem of prostitu-
tion. Legislation needs to provide 
a clause to protect prostitutes who 
have been trafficked. The laws 
should also include criteria to de-
cide whether prostitutes have been 
trafficked, how they can and will 
be protected, and what the reper-
cussions should be for the pimps. 
If the public and local, state, and 
national government paid more at-
tention to this issue, passing proper 
legislation to outlaw prostitution 
would not be an issue.

In Rhode Island it is a matter 
of legwork and time dedication.  In 
Nevada it is a matter of whether or 
not the independent counties are 
willing to give up the licensing 
fee.

What are your thoughts about Public Safety 
police officers having guns on campus?

By Nora Levy
Staff Writer

From a relatively new form of en-
tertainment 50 years ago, television 
has become a major part of popular 
culture. Information about shop-
ping, cooking, news, and entertain-
ment can all be found on television. 
But are cooking shows—of which 
there are upwards of 40—really a 
positive development? Do view-
ers spend hours helplessly glued to 
the screen, or do these shows in-
spire Americans to cook delicious, 
healthy meals?
These shows, far from being yet 
another time suck, are a healthy 
way for Americans to learn about 
healthy food choices.

Shows like Rachael Ray’s 
“30-Minute Meals” demonstrate 
cooking methods and new recipes 
for viewers.  Other shows, like 
“Ace of Cakes,” give viewers an 
inside look into food-related in-
dustries. There are even shows that 
bridge multiple categories, like 
“Good Eats,” which explains the 
scientific purposes and processes 
of cooking while showing viewers 
practical cooking demonstrations.

The Dining Downunder Web 
site states, “Dining Downunder 

™ is an Australian cooking show 
which includes segments shot in 
numerous scenic locations and fea-
tures our internationally recogn-
ised food style. Our hook, to attract 
audiences is the innovative twist of 
using indigenous Australian ingre-
dients, which are now spreading 
across the globe as the newest food 
trend used by creative chefs, adven-
turous home cooks and innovative 
manufacturers.” These shows en-
tertain viewers with a glimpse into 
a different lifestyle, and educate 
them about new cooking ideas.

However, one might argue 
that time spent in front of the tele-
vision is unproductive.  Although 
information can be gleaned from 
30 minutes watching the screen, 
and some at-home cooks even pre-
pare their meals while watching the 
demonstrations on television, use-
less television watching is a valid 
concern. The way to deal with this 
concern is to turn passive watching 
into active listening.

On a Helium Web site forum, 
N.A. Hernandez wrote, “I have 
watched some cooking shows with 
a pen and paper close by to write 
down any little secrets that they 
may reveal. After you watch the 
show you can always go to their 

websites to print the actual recipe 
in most cases. It is fun to watch 
them in every preparations step so 
that we can mimic what they do and 
hope for fantastic results.” When 
viewers use these shows actively, 
as a helpful resource, the benefits 
can outweigh the costs.

Simmons students have 
mixed opinions about these cook-
ing-related shows. “If I don’t 
have anything else to do, I like to 
watch them,” says sophomore Sa-
die Broadley. “But I think they’re 
kind of silly otherwise.” Despite 
their mixed reception, the medium 
continues to grow as new cooking 
shows are created each year.

Television has connected 
with the Internet in a useful and 
exciting way, allowing television 
shows to extend their reach to Web 
site browsers. Cooking show view-
ers searching for recipes from their 
favorite shows can turn to the Food 
Network Web site and others like it  
to find additional information from 
their favorite gourmet cooks.

No one can know what televi-
sion’s future may hold for the cook-
ing public, but one thing is certain: 
food is not going out of style.

Hooking should be banned

Spectators are cooking with Emeril

“On a campus where police have 
never needed to use either their 
batons or pepper spray—they’ve 
needed to threaten it but they’ve 
never used either the batons or 
pepper spray–and on a campus 
that prides itself on valuing human 
rights, it was profoundly disturbing 
to me and to many other faculty to 
learn that the campus security have 
now been given the power to carry 
guns. It was especially disturbing 
for many of us that none of the 
faculty were consulted about this 
ahead of time, particularly because 

we live and work here, and the presence of guns will make an enormous 
difference on the feel of the campus. I can say for myself that the pres-
ence of guns will make me feel much less safe rather than more safe, 
and I see it as part of militarizing our society. I am hopeful that they will 
reverse their decision once they see that there are so many faculty who 
have so many concerns about this.”
- Becky Thompson, professor of sociology

“I always thought public safety had 
guns ... so when they said that they 
were gonna have guns I was like, ‘I 
thought they always had it!’  I don’t 
really feel any bad way about the 
gun thing. I think if they’re police 
officers then they should have guns, 
but my only concern would be they 
get a little trigger-happy: ‘Oh no! 
Stop that person!’ You know what 
I’m saying? ... if there were some 
kind of major thing outside of the 
campus, that would be my question: 
are the guns more for outside forces 
or internal forces?”

- France Belizaire, junior in sociology

“I support the introduction of guns 
to campus in August and I was very 
pleased that Gerry Chaulk came to 
SGA to introduce the idea and get 
student feedback. I think it’s good 
that public safety has taken what 
has happened at Virginia Tech and 
other schools seriously and has 
tried to make changes to make the 
Simmons community more safe.”
- Katherine Swanson, junior in 
psychology

“Well, my initial reaction is of 
hesitation.  I have to say that I can 
see how complicated the issue is, 
and I can understand the motivation 
for wanting to make a change like 
this.  But at the same time it does 
seem like a pendulum swing in the 
opposite direction from a campus 
with relatively light security to 
a much more armored campus, 
and I’m curious if we have really 
explored some in-between op-
tion that would focus more on the 
causes and prevention as opposed 
to reaction.  So, this may have been 

done, these questions may have been asked, but of course there is some 
frustration by the faculty because we were not part of that conversation 
and so it’s hard to know how far they went in deciding these things.  But, 
you know, I want to reiterate that I do see the issues, and I do see how 
complicated an issue this is.”
- Vladimir Douhovnikoff, assistant professor of biology

Trafficking can-
not be solved 
without proper 
legislation, and 
proper legislation 
cannot be put into 
place without ad-
equate funding.  
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COF study abroad fair broadens horizons

hannah MorroW

The COF study abroad fair took place last Thursday, Feb. 7 at Emmanual.  
The fair, which has previously been held at Simmons, is held every semes-
ter at one of the COF schools.  Each of the schools have a study abroad of-
fice that offer students brochures and information about studying abroad.  
Still, it is better to attend the study abroad fair, where program coordina-
tors are available to answer specific questions about the various programs 
being offered.  Many students were present at the fair, learning about the 
different travel opportunities and, of course, getting free stuff.  Study-
ing abroad is a great college experience for students learning a different 
language or students who just want to gain new knowledge and experience 
a culture away from their home institution. 


